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PSYCHICAL SUSCEPTIBILITY.

ApprEss By Mrs. M. H. WarLLs.

An address on the subject of ‘Psychical Suscep-
tibility ’ was delivered by Mrs. M. H. WALLIS at a meeting
of the Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist
Alliance, held in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall,
on Friday evening, 9th inst.

Mz. E. DawsoN RocErs, the President of the Alliance,
occupied the chair, and in opening the meeting said : I have
to introduce to you this evening an old and tried worker in
our cause, a lady who is very highly respected throughout
the country, although she is better known in the provinces
than in London. Her subject is a very interesting one, and
as Mrs. Wallis is about to speak normally we shall have her
own ideas upon the theme she has selected. I may briefly
add, however, that T have spoken to Mrs. Wallis on the
question of one of her controls coming this evening after her
lecture and giving answers to questions ; and I have asked
for the presence of a special control of hers whom I have
heard from time to time, and with whom I have been greatly
pleased. He is a spirit without any pretence to deep
philosophy, but with a good deal of plain common-sense. My
principal reason, however, in asking for the presence of this
control is because he shows so distinct a personality. Every-
thing he says and the manner in which he says it are so
different from Mrs. Wallis’ own speech and methods that
anyone who comes into relationship with him cannot fail
to be interested.

Mgzs. WALLIs then addressed the meeting. After asking
the indulgence of those present on the ground of her inex-
perience as a normal speaker, she said : This subject of
psychical susceptibility is, I think, one of great interest, and
it will be readily admitted that the range of our perceptions
is not entirely limited to the effects produced by external
phenomena, and that a great variety of sensations are ex-
perienced which cannot be traced, at least directly, to
observation of occurrences in the ordinary physical surround-
ings. Man is susceptible to influences which do not affect
him through the senses, and yet cause a quickening of
thought, a rousing of aspiration, a clearness of mental vision
and an ability to sense or perceive the actuality of spiritual
associations. I shall endeavour to classify the degrees of
this susceptibility, not with any desire to dogmatise, but
simply for the present purpose, under three heads :
Ordinary, Special, and Mediumistic.

Under the head of ‘Ordinary’I think we may consider
those experiences with which most people are more or less
familiar, such as, for instance, the feeling that something is
going to happen, the sensation that something is ‘in the air,’
or, as it has been said, that ‘coming events cast their
shadows before them.” It has been observed in the case of
some persons susceptible to such influences that when there
is likely to be a change in the immediate conditions a spirit
of unrest is manifested.

Then we may take the idea of thought-transference,where
two people in strong sympathy utter almost simultaneously
the same words or arrive at similar convictions or conclu-
sions, without previous mutual preparation or discussion. We
may recognise that through long-continued companionship or
strong sympathy two minds acquire the ability to respond
each to the thought of the other.

Then we may take the question of sudden likes and dis-
likes. Many people upon their first introduction to others
have an instinctive feeling of attraction or repulsion.
Sometimes there is a feeling of repulsion when, by all
external indications, it would seem that the feeling should
be just the reverse. In some cases, after an acquaintance of
but a few moments the sympathy between two people is such
that they feel as though they had known each other for
years, as though there had been a long previous intercourse
and association.

Then we may consider dreams in their relation to psychic
susceptibility. Dreams are of course very varied, and a
great deal which is remembered or experienced concerning
them is of little practical value in the light of our subject.
But there are cases here and there where those who have
dreamed have learned afterwards that their dreams had
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a meaning, literal or symbolical, and in this way there is re-
vealed some degree of susceptibility to the waves of psychical
influence or the power of spiritual perception.

If werecognise that there is this tendency ; if we perceive
that there is a disposition to sense without the use of the
eye, the ear, or other avenues of sense-perception, then it
must be admitted that some degree of this psychical
susceptibility is indicated, and this susceptibility may be
possessed by those who are not classified as mediums and do
not usually exercise their powers in those directions.

Some individuals in the ordinary way are inclined to he
very sensitive to slights, real or fancied, and generally yield
to the opinions of other people. There are those who are
swayed by the unspoken thought of another, or dominated
by the mental attitude of persons with whom they comeinto
association.

Other similar examples to be noted are the tendency to
look at the external world in accordance with the attitude
of mind or the tenor of thought of the individual. Ttissaid
the birds sing more sweetly, the landscape seems more
beautiful, and Nature grows attuned to the consciousness
when one is full of joy or happiness ; but when grief touches,
when there is a sorrow felt, when the hopes are overthrown,
then the external world looks dreary, and though the sun
may shine and the birds may sing, there is not the sense of
harmony, and it is the reflection of the feeling or conscious-
ness of the individual rather than the actual condition which
is presented in the external state.

Another phase of susceptibility is the tendency to ‘take
on’ surrounding conditions. As, for instance, on going it
a strange house for the first time there may come almst
immediately a feeling of being at home. The conditions are
such that you respond to them. Or, to take the opposite ex-
perience, the ‘feeling’ of a strange house may be cold,
inharmonious and repellent. Such conditions seem to
pervade the very atmosphere of the place.

Another aspect of the subject in regard to personal re-
lationships is the tendency to be affected by the positive
opinion of others, to feel what is in their minds before they
express it. You may, for instance, say that you hold
certain opinions upon a certain matter, but almost
instantly you feel that the person you are addressing
is not in sympathy with you on the point. You
may have previously felt that your opinion would be con-
firmed, but without a word in reply you read the unspoken
thought and know intuitively that there is no community of
opinion.

Again, we may take the question of that personal influ-
ence or magnetism which affects the conditions of others. It
is said that a bright, cheery doctoris of great benefit to the
sick, and that when he enters the sick room in his breezy,
cheerful way a change of condition is at once set upand the
sick person is beneficially affected. This, of course, is truein
many other conditions of existence. The bright, hopeful,
optimistic individual, who does not bring his woes forward,
who does not want us to attend to his private sorrows, is
always a welcome visitor, and makes a pleasant impression
upon most of those with whom he is brought into contact.

The next department of my subject, namely, that which
deals with ‘special’ degrees of susceptibility, I may sub-
divide into two sections: the ‘Spontaneous’ and the
‘Cultivated.” In the first category we may range all kinds
of suggestion, whether silent or spoken. Some individuals
will readily respond to these, while others will simply rebut
such suggestions by a positive attitude of mind. In this
section, too, we may place healing, to which I have already
made passing reference in regard to the beneficial influence
exerted by a cheerful doctor on his patients. And in this
connection I would like to give this thought—that health is
contagious, that to those who are suitably constituted the
positive healthy influence exerted by those endowed with
such powers is of great value. Those who are thus gifted
need to recognise this, and to make themselves as positive as
may be in order to give forth this healing influence, so that
anyone brought into association with them may be
beneficially affected thereby.

Then we may take inspiration—inspiration of every
degree, so far as it is unsought for by its recipients. We
may be inspired in a great variety of ways, and thus led to
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realise the great forces in existence to which we can respond,
the grand veservoirs of power from which we may draw. We
may take the inspiration of the poet, the artist, the writer,
and the speaker. We may take the phenomena of impression,
of guidance and warning, which are recognised as coming
from the spiritual realms of life and which occasionally
reveal glimpses of its conditions. We may take intuition,
that subtle sense possessed by many who arrive at just con-
clusions, not through reason or logic or knowledge, but
through some quickening of the powers of perception and
apprehension. We may take psychometry, the unconscious
register of the conditions of a place or of a person ;and I
draw a line of distinction between this unconcious psycho-
metry and that exercise of the psychometrical power in which
the impressions are consciously received and expressed. In
the same category I would place that curious method of
solving a problem adopted by some people and known as
‘sleeping on it.” Certain people are able to take with them
at night, when retiring to rest, the problem or the question
which has perplexed them during the day, and in the morn-
ing to awake with the solution in their minds. I knew a
girl who habitually carried her lesson books to bed with her
for the purpose of beingable to retain that which she desired
tolearn. She read over her tasks once ov twice and then
went to sleep with the books under her pillow. In the morn-
ing she was able to repeat her lesson perfectly, and to retain
it in her mind as long as was necessary. Quite recently it
was stated by a writer on these subjects, that if one asked,
just at the moment of going to sleep, for the answer to any
perplexing question or any special guidance, the answer
could be gained or the guidance received through the
increased activity of the spirit during the state of bodily
sleep.

We may take the fact of ‘thought-atmospheres,” which
may be helpful or otherwise to thosc sensitive enough to be
affected by them. In the home the qualities manifested by
the inmates, first in thought and then in action, must set up
a positive condition and exert a decided influence. There
is a deplorable tendency existing in the minds of many
parents to imagine that their children ave likely to go wrong,
or almost certain to be wrong in small things or great. A
sort of challenging attitude is adopted by the parents, as
though the children were on trial ; and it scems to me that if,
instead of this attitude of mind, there was an assumption
of the good and the true, and the expectation that the
children would manifest the best rather than the worst,
better conditions would then be set up and the home
influence would be much healthier and more congenial.

To deal with the ‘cultivated’ forms of susceptibility, it
seems to me that through conscious aspiration one can
attract very much that shall prove helpful ; that, as we are
spiritual beings, in possession of spiritual powers, there
should be an active exercise of these powers. If positive
thoughts are sent out, if a strong aspiration is experienced,
_ then it seems to me that there will be a consciousness of
inspiration, and a quickening and intensifying of the powers
of the individual. In this connection we may take the
thought of aspiration with a purpose, the definite asking
for a definite response. To me itis a very veal thing,
this fact of inspiration in response to aspirvation, and I take
it to be a fact in the experience of many others.

As to thought-transference and the action of mind over
mind, the spirit people tell us sometimes that one of the
great necessities of modern life is the cultivation of the
power of the will, the power to say ‘yes’ or ‘no, and to
render oneself positive against evil. Each individual is a
centre of force, each one can, and does, express more or less
power in his own personal sphere, and every thought which
is sent forth represents a wave or current of force which
undoubtedly has a decided effect, travelling further and
further through space,and leaving its influence we know not
where. Consequently there should be a conscious deter-
mination to exercise the strong, helpful influence of earnest
thought and noble purpose, so that all those with whom we
are brought into contact may be strengthened and elevated.

With regard to the mediumistic aspect of the question, I
shall not say much, because, as most of you know, medium-
ship is firmly established, and many mediums give very
positive evidence of their susceptibility to the psychical or
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spiritual influences ; but it is well to note the action of the
law of attraction, the passive condition which may be set up
in the consciousness of the medium, and the activity whereby
the best, the truest,and the wisest guides ave attracted to one
desirous of development. Mediums may consciously cultivate
their psychic powers, and by so doing be able to govern
their susceptibility and respond to desirable influences, or
repel those that are uncongenial. I may allude here also to
the question of personal responsibility in regard to mediums ;
to the fact that those who have special gifts, who are, it
may be, specially chosen, have a special responsibility to do
their best, to exercise their powers that the highest results
may be obtained ; and this can most surely be secured by
intelligent self-direction of the psychic faculties and co-
operation with wise spirits.

In conclusion, Mrs. Wallis said : Man is a spirit who can
exercise his spiritual powers here and now, can gain the
power of attracting to himself that which is his of right,
and grow ever more and more clearly conscious of the ruling
power of spirit and the supremacy of his spiritual nature,
and more and more able to gain the victory over physical
conditions, until he realises in very truth that the body is
his servant, which shall perform his will and serve his pur-
pose, and that he must use it to the very best advantage, thus
finding ever a continued increase of ability, larger power
of spiritual response, repelling from himself those conditions
which would tend to degrade or debase, and standing forth
as a witness to the grand fact of spiritual communion and
spiritual progress.

Mrs. Wallis closed her remarks by reading a poem by Ella
Wheeler Wilcox, of which the following stanza may be
quoted :—

‘With every impulse, deed or word,
Wherein love blends with duty,

A message speeds along the cord
That gives the earth more beauty.

Your unkind thought, your selfish deed,
Is felt in farthest places ;

There are no solitudes where greed
And wrong can hide their faces.

There are no separate lines ; the chain,
Too subtle for our sceing,

Unites us all upon the plane
Of universal being.’

At the conclusion of her address Mrs. Wallis submitted
herself to the control of the guide previously referred to,
who replied to oral questions from the audience. A report
of this portion of the proceedings will appear in a sub-
sequent issue of ‘Lrcur.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the Fiench Drawing
Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for
7.30 p.m., on Friday, March 9th, when

MR, F. W. THURSTAN,

Will give an Address on

‘HOW I DISCOVERED THE OTHER WORLD’
And ‘The Use I Made of that Discovery.’

M.A,,

After the close of this meeting friends who wish to
remain for a time for an informal interchange of thought
on matters of mutual interest will be at liberty to do so.

SPECIAL NOTICE.

At a recent meeting of the Council of the London Spirit-
ualist Alliance it was resoived that Registers shall be kept
at their office, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, as follows :—

1. A Register of names and addresses of Members and
Associates who may desire opportunities to be
present at Séances, or to correspond or converse
on the subject of Spiritualism.

2. A Register of Members and Associates who may be
willing to consider, and if possible to furnish,
the opportunities referred to.

Members and Associates who wish their names and
addresses to be placed on either of these Registers are
invited to communicate their desires to the Sceretary of the
Alliance, with all needful particulars.
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PROFESSOR J. RODES BUCHANAN, M.D.

By James CoATeEs (ROTHESAY).

Lying on my desk is a paper from San Jose, announcing
the death of Dr. Buchanan, and also a letter of his to me
dated November 20th, 1899, in which this old Spiritualist,
and veteran pioneer of many reforms, thus expresses
himself :—

‘I was never busier in my life. As the end is apEroach-
ing, the immense work yet to be done drives me on, but my
strength is improved.’

The Doctor had a hard battle. In some things he was too
far advanced for the world’s appreciation. But in his need
his children by his first wife came to the old man’s help
and ministered to his necessities, and made his declining
days comfortable. So convinced was he of the improvement
of health and of the ability to complete some of his work
for the press (he leaves some 10,000 pp. MSS. awaiting
revision, dealing with various topics), that he released Mrs.
Buchanan from attendance upon him, that she might visit
her children in Denver, and she was not at home when,
on December the 26th last, he passed on to solve the great
mystery of the continuity of life on the other side, concern-
ing which we Spiritualists know so much and yet so little.

Dr. Buchanan was an old Spiritualist, and became so as
the result of original and independent inquiry in cerebral
research as early as 1839 and 1840, some years before the
advent at Hydesville. He became confirmed in his belief of
the spiritual nature and character of man by a prolonged
series of experiments akin to those recognised in this
country as phreno-mesmeric, but owing to their insuftticiency
in the way of absolute evidence, he discarded them as
unsatisfactory. Therefore his psychological and anthropo-
logical experiments were invariably conducted with sensi-
tives in the normal state. He demonstrated—without
somnambulism—that the human brain was the organ of the
soul. When the Fox Sisters became the centre of so much
notice and controversy, he was one of the few medical men
of that early period who espoused the cause of Spiritualism.
He was ever on the side of level-headedness and purity in
life and conduct, and, gifted with fine eloquence and a
masterly virile pen, he opposed many of the fallacies which
injudicious advocates of Spiritualism claimed as the
doctrines of the New Evangel.

Dr. Buchanan was a noble, honest soul ; his sincerity was
as transparent as his intellect and courage were great. Like
all pioneers, prophets, and reformers, it was his privilege to
suffer, and to be misunderstood. It is possible he may have
been imposed upon by certain mediums—I use the word
‘imposed ’ in a broad, rather than a deliberate sense. But
being of a sincere and terribly earnest nature himself, he did
not look for imposition, and when convinced, his pen quickly
announced his opinion in the public and spiritual Press of
America, by which his contributions were readily accepted.

Dr. Buchanan was too little known to the British public
and it was only of later years that we have had a few articles
of his in ‘ LicHT,” and such as they were—pen drippings from
a decrepit hand, palsied with age and in 1896 for a period
with want—they were wonderfully fresh, vigorous and
thought-provoking. The British Spiritualists are not likely
in some respects to be attracted by American methods, and
American Spiritualists will esteem the British too slow and
too cautious. It is a question of air, food, and habit, and the
manifest tendencies to despise one another’s defects should
be discounted, for in despising that which we do not like we
are too likely to reject the good therewith at the same time,
And do not let us despise Buchanan because we do not under-
stand or appreciate American Spiritualists ; or American
Spiritualism because some of the methods adopted by our
good friends across the pond are not our own methods.

Dr. Buchanan was not a medium, as we understand
mediumship ; he had no mission, nor did he ask acceptance
for his writings on the plea that he was the servant of, and
voiced the commands of, the angel world. With the
exception of ‘Primitive Christianity,” all his writings
were the result of original research and deep thought and
hard work. ‘Primitive Christianity’ bears the impress of
similar characteristics, but here and there are set down
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revelations which came through the mediumship and psycho-
metric gifts of others. Who these were, owing to the cop-
pression of these volumes into reasonable limits, is ot
stated, but it is evident that Dr. Buchanan had himself
faith in their Jona fides. The historical basis, howeyer,
of these two remarkable volumes does not depend for
acceptance either on the credibility of the author o
upon mediumistic utterances. That basis, I think, can
stand the test of, shall I say, Higher Criticism, and should
not be esteemed unworthy of the careful reading and
investigation of Spiritualists. As to the morals and ethics
of these volumes, the liberal-minded and liberated Spirit-
ualist will find much in them of priceless value, and
utterly opposed to the anti-Christian spirit which at
present seems to dominate civilisation. It must be said
of Dr. Buchanan that he was influenced by those high ideals
of peace and righteousness enumerated by Jesus, and was
no lover of that spirit of greed and monopoly which is
detrimental to the true advancement and education of the
people.

I hold in my hand at this moment a letter from an aged
clergyman of the Church of Scotland, who was acquainted
with some of Buchanan’s writings. In that letter, written
to me in 1898, I findethe words :—

¢ Everything that Dr. Buchanan writes is full of interest

to me. I took his “ Journal of Man,” as it went on.
It is to be deeply regretted that Dr. Buchanan was not
better known in this country, and his writings to medical
men. I consider Dr. Buchanan one of the most wonderful
and gifted men on earth, and that he and Andrew Jackso
Davis are the most spiritually gifted.’

Had Dr. Buchanan given nothing to the world but his
work on ‘The New Education,” his merited fame should have
been monumental. For that work preceded by fifty years
many of the best reforms recently introduced into the Code,
and meeting the approval of the most liberal and advanced
of H.M. School Inspectors.

To a great many Spiritualists Dr. Buchanan’s name i
only known in connection with psychometry. No one more
than himself was opposed to the fortune-telling and
speculating exhibitions to which the gift was often prosti
tuted, and by which Spiritualism was dragged in the mire
by the indiscreet.

Psychometry is not merely a curious mode of reading
character, to be classed with palmistry, astrology and
graphology, but a psychic science of a far-reaching descrip:
tion—one, indeed, by which not only is our human nature
analysed, but some of the most obscure mysteries of Modern
Spiritualism solved. To Dr. Buchanan belongs the honour
not only of the discovery of psychometry but of its correct
interpretation, and for that interpretation I can confidently
refer the readers of ¢ LicHT ’ to his work on the subject.

Dr. Buchanan’s most recently published book, which went
through several editions, has been devoted to the interesting
subject of ‘Periodicity,” applied to individuals, dynasties, and
nations. To do this clever work justice a separate notice
should be given to it. With the exception of a few corre-
spondents of the Doctor’s I think the work is practically
unknown to British readers.

The Doctor leaves a quantity of valuable MSS. behind him,
including an advanced work on science, dealing more or less
with the achievements of the century, and as usual, treating
in a trenchant and somewhat iconoclastic fashion some
of the pet idols of science. Among other things are the
advanced sheets of ¢ A Perfect Guide’ for healers, in which,
I believe, he had reproduced useful matter from his most
valuable work, ‘Sarcognomy.” The latter work, like ‘The
New Education’ and ‘ Anthropology,” being out of print,
would have rendered the ‘Perfect Guide’ most in-
valuable to healers, who, as a rule, having neither
magnetic, mesmeric, nor electro-therapeutic training
manipulate by the rule of thumb, and trust for success to
‘spirits’ to make up for what they (the healers) lack
through ignorance.

I conclude this brief and very imperfect notice by saying
that in his time Dr. Buchanan had the recognition of the
foremost and most liberal spirits in America.  His cerebral
and his psychometrical experiments were witnessed and
credited by large and intelligent classes in the community.
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He was skilful and advanced in the treatment of disease ;
was an essentially busy man up to the last, and died in
harness, as was seen in his last contribution to °Licur.
If all are not prepared to accept his various theses,
his life and example are worthy of emulation. He never
disguised his opinions nor hid what he estcemed the truth
to placate an enemy or to vetain a friendship. He
is gone now to the region of Higher Light, and if Spirit-
valism be true, in that new light, with renewed knowledge,
his tireless spirit will tread the pathway of progress,and
rejoice in the labour of assimilating and disseminating
the truth which God and the angel-world have given to
him.

MR. W. J: COLVILLE.

The following communication from Mr. W. J. Colville
reached us just a few hours too late for publication in last
week’s issue :—

Through your hospitable columns may I be permitted to
inform my numerous friends in England that after a very
enjoyable though extremely hurried run through I'rance I
embarked on the good ship ‘Ormuz’at Marseilles, bound
for Sydney. The weather has been delightful and every-
thing is very nice on board. We arrived at Naples on
Sunday, February 11th, and most of the passengers greatly
enjoyed spending the day in that beautifully situated city,
visiting splendid churches and many secular points of
interest. The steamer stops again at Port Said and
Colombo en route for Australia, so letters can be posted to
England at intervals on the voyage. I shall hope to send
you a letter when I veach the Antipodes, and should you
send me a question once in a while for answer in your
columns I shall hope to furnish a brief reply. Meanwhile I
shall be glad if you will kindly give insertion to the follow-
ing answer to a question which reached me just before
starting on my long journey.—Yours sincerely,

Naples. W. J. COLVILLE.

UESTION : The writer would be much obliged if you
would mention any personal experience that you consider
an absolute test of spiritidentity, one great reason for this
question being that the writer does not wish to be misled by
automatic writing with regard to the identity of the spirit
presumed to be communicating. Any suggestion on this
point would be gratefully received. F.G.

.. ANSWER: The somewhat difficult question of spirit
identity is one which can never be fully answered by simply
theoretical statements, and it is always difficult to transfer
one’s own individual spiritual experiences to another. Out
of a large variety of satisfactory experiences, I would like
to relate my extraordinary intimacy with my mother
in spirit life, who appeared to me frequently when I
was only between five and six years of age. The
remarkable certainty which accompanied these experi-
ences was induced by the following striking coinci-
dences : 1. I saw the spirit form clairvoyantly which no
one else could see, and when 1 described it to my aunt she
declared it to be an exact facsimile of my mother, who

to spirit life in my infancy. 2. Accompanying
the vision was clairaudience, and the messages I received
were of so singular a character that my aunt regarded me
as a very formidable enfant terrible, as I told a number of
family secrets and f)rophesied events which subsequently
came to pass exactly as foretold. Since that time I have
had numberless communications, which I could not doubt
because of their precise veracity. Promises have been
exactly fulfilled, and facts stated have been verified in all
particulars. Now, it is not reasonable that lying, person-
ating spirits would be thus minutely truthful, nor is it
rational that a mendacious ‘subliminal self’ would be thus
accurate in all details. I have had many an unsuccessful
experience with ‘ Planchette’ and ‘Ouija,” and I cannot say
that all automatic writing has proved satisfactory ; but
experience has taught many an earnest inquirer that there
is a sphere accompanying honest spirits which no deceiver
can simulate, and 1t is to the psychometric faculty that we
must appeal for all subtler tests than those supplied through
exterior evidences. We cannot cultivate our own psychical
perception too earnestly, for it is only through the
culture of the inner discernment that falsehood can
be exterminated, and forgery become extinct. We shall
all find, as we examine into this matter, that we are
liable to exactly the same difficulties in ordinary material
intercourse with each other, as in our intercourse with the
unseen ; for so long as we judge, only or even chiefly, by out-
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ward appearances, the sleek swindler will always be
triumphant. Dr. J. R. Buchanan did not hesitate to say
that a further development of the psychometric faculty
would usher in a new and higher ovder of civilisation ; and
he was surely right, for it is only through interior percep-
tion in the affairs of daily life that we can live above being
deceived. Let all who seek to prove tho identity of com-
municating spirits take special note of the moral influence
accompanying the communication, for it is beyond dispute
among students of the occult that no spirit can produce
atmospherically an effect which is not in consonance with
his own interior condition. Let any message come through
your hand, but submit it to psychical as well as to external
evidential criticism after you have received it. The spiritual
quality of a message is always a strong test of its genuine-
ness when it purports to come from one whom you know to
be in the love of truth and goodness. It is never wrong to
lend your hand voluntarily for automatic writing when you
are in a happy mental frame, but all who wish to steer
clear of unpleasant influences must sit for spirit communica-
tions only when they are at peace in their hearts and are
truly in quest of useful knowledge.
W. J. COLVILLE.-

AN ANSWER TO PRAYER.

TFORESEEN IN A DREAM.

The Rev. J. Stockwell Watts has doue a noble work in
his successful appeal for funds with which to administer
reliecf to the hundreds of aged, destitute, and afflicted
victims of the great ‘Liberator’ crash. In a recently
published pamphlet, entitled ¢ Beleaguered on Bristol Soil,
he says that in the prosecution of this work he has had
many remarkable answers to prayer—and of one of these
he gives particulars. He had printed a special appeal and
sent it to all the ‘ mighty ’ and ‘noble’ of the land—but only
two or three responded !—

“At this (he says) I was naturally not a little disap-
pointed, and had been specially praying that God wouﬁl
dispose some Christian heart to send me a token of
encouragement—when on Sunday morning, June 25th, as
my wife awoke she said, “ John dear, I have had a dream in
the night—a very real one. You had received a cheque for
£1,000. You seized my hand saying, ¢ Let us praise God
together for answered prayer’; and I veplied, ¢ You'll have

ood news for your committee at next Thursday’s meeting.””
fsmiled and said, “I hope it may be so.” That dream was
literally and fully realised in every detail. On the following
Tuesday morning this welcome note arrived, accompanied
with the cheque :—

‘“DEAR SIR,—
¢“I enclose you a cheque for £1,000, for your
‘Liberator’ Relief Fund.

¢“Ithink you will like to know how the Lord seems
to have ordered this gift. Iam a widow—not a poor one
—and was going over my affairs on Thursday with one of
my husband’s trustees. He advised me to invest some
money instead of keeping it idle in the bank, and as I
had no other use for it just then, I was about to follow
his advice.

¢“T always feel that my money is the Lord’s, and I
prayed about the matter, but there seemed notiling to
go against my investing this sum. On Friday I went
to see about doing so, but found the share-broker away
from home until Wednesday, by which time I should
also be gone away. It therefore seemed clear the
investment was not to be made at present, and I
believed there was some reason for it. I thought—
‘Perhaps I shall receive some special appeal’; and on
Saturday or Sunday yours came.

““Then it seemed clear to me that the Lord wanted
£1,000 for His poor afflicted children. Itis a pleasure
for me to send it, and a still greater one to be used as
one of God’s stewards.

‘“Excuse these details, but T somehow think you
will like with me to trace the Lord’s hand in little
things.

¢ “Believe me,
““Yours truly, &e.”’

The vev. gentleman’s earnest and persistent appeals
have alveady brought in £90,000, the contributions coming
from all classes of people, high and low, rich and poor, but
at least another £10,000 is urgently needed. Cheques and
Post Oftice Orders, made payable to the ¢ Liberator’ Relief
FFund, and crossed ‘The London (‘ity and Midland Bank,’
should be sent to the secretary, the Rev. J. Stockwell Watts,
16, Farvingdon-street, London, E.C.
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THE EARLY CHRISTIANS AND THE RESURREC-
TION OF THE BODY.

In Mr. Edward H. Hall’s important work on ‘Papias
and his contemporaries’ (Boston and New York: Hough-
ton, Mifflin and Co.) there is a highly suggestive chapter
on ‘The Millennial reign,” containing valuable references
to the writings of ‘The Fathers’ respecting the resurrec-
tion of the body. Although the passages quoted are fairly
well known, this, so far as we know, is the first time that
they have been brought into such close connection, for
the purpose of driving home a somewhat startling
conclusion.

First of all, a deliberate effort must be made to put our-
selves in the position of the early Christians, who by no
means measured themselves and their message accurately
against the world and its history. For instance, no well-
instructed person can doubt that the early Christians, for
several generations, looked for the return of Christ and his
personal reign upon the earth for a thousand years. It
certainly was the orthodoxy of the first century. ‘None but
heretics questioned it,” says Mr. Hall. Papias strongly held
it, and ‘represented in this respect all the accepted writers,
all the Christian “Fathers” of his time.” The great
Justin Martyr said, ‘I, and all right-minded Christians,
know well that there is to be a resurrection of the flesh,
and that, for a thousand years, Jerusalem will be built up
and adorned and enlarged.’

It is highly important to recall the fact that this belief
of the early Christians, so near the fountain head, had its
source in Judaism, which had produced the longing for and
expectation of a Messiah whose reign upon the earth would
last for many generations. ‘ During the century preceding
the birth of Jesus, this Messianic reign of a thousand
years had gained firm hold of the Jewish imagination.’
The Jewish prophecies were ‘the unquestioned authorities
to which the earlier generations of Christians naturally
turned for proof or confirmation of their faith ’: and when,
in course of time, the Christian writings appeared, the
Millennial expectation found not a little justification there.
Many such passages as Matt. xvi. 28 (‘There be some
standing here, who will not taste of death, till they see the
Son of man coming in his kingdom’) cannot be explained in
any other way than as promising the return of Christ as a
triumphant king.

Very closely connected with this expectation, is the
faith, also universally held in those early days, that there
would be a resurrection of the flesh :—a faith that was,
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indeed, held with extreme fervour and passion. TFor mor,
than a century, ‘resurrection’ always meant a resurrection
of the flesh. Our distinction between the spiritual and 4
bodily (physical) resurrection was perfectly well known to
the early Christians, but it was known only to he repro-
bated. Justin Martyr said bluntly : ‘If you have fallen iy
with any who are called “Christians” who yet say that
there is no resurrection of the dead, but that their souls
are taken up into Heaven immediately upon death, do not
suppose that they are Christians.” Here two things are to
be noted ; that ‘resurrection of the dead’ means resurrec-
tion of the fleshly body, and that denial of that cuts the
denier off from the community. of Christians. *Irenzus
writing a generation later, is still greatly disturbed by the
heretics who claim that the spirit rises to Heaven at the
moment of death,” and who deny the resurrection of the
flesh. So then, every thorough Spiritualist would have
been ‘a heretic’ then! Irenzeus goes so far as to say that
the deniers of the resurrection of the flesh ¢blaspheme the
Creator,” because they deny the salvation of the image of
God, ¢which the flesh certainly is.’

Good robust old Tertullian, a notable ¢ Father’ of the
Church, declared that if the soul alone is saved, man is
only half saved. It was nothing to Tertullian that the
atoms of the flesh were dispersed by water, wind, or fire.
God knows every atom and its lurking place, and can bring
all the atoms together. Nothing staggered these ¢IFathes’
They even preferred transmigrationists and re-incams
tionists to the ‘absurd and impious’ Christians who were
for leaving the flesh in the grave. Homer, for instance, it
was said, had passed into a peacock. That was something.
The people who believed that showed ¢due respect to the
body’ and ‘at least knocked at the door of truth.

Later on, the more rational Origen ‘handles it with
freer hand than any before ; yet even he recognises no dis
tinction between the resurrection of the dead and the
resurrection of the body. Those who deny the one deny
the other.” The ardent Tertullian, oddly enough, reverses
our way of looking at the matter, and refuses to call them
Spiritualists who deny the resurrection of the flesh : they,
said he, are animalists. It is difficult to see the sense of
this. Perhaps what he meant was that if we said the spirit
sufficed by itself we made it animal. But what an
astonishing notion it was that the spirit needed an animal
attaching to it in order to give it reality !

Surely this is all very enlightening and very provocative
of thought. It looks as though Christianity did not come
full-blown into the world, —as though it had its infancy, its
school-time, its apprenticeship, and its manhood. We look
back and see its childlike romancings ; we hear its quaint
prattlings ; we note the odd footprints in many a curious
bypath ; we mark its disillusionings, not without beneficent
results ; its passions, its perversity, its mournful alliances
with sin, in its wars and persecutions, and . its emergings,
always its emergings, into brighter light and a broader
path. )

Where are we now ? It is difficult to say: but this
strange old-world notion of the resurrection of the flesh,
belief in which was the test of being a Christian, may
serve as a useful theodolite for us.

¢ LicaT’ SusteNTATION FUND.—The following additional
contributions to this fund are gratefully acknowledged:
W. Fowler, Yararoo, South Australia, £3 3s.; N. Fabyan
Dawe, £2 2s.; Mrs. Carbery, £2; J. D. Hg}o (Cape Colony),
£1 5s.; Mr. and Mus. Livens, £1 1s. ; F. W. Thurstan, M.A,
£1 1s.; F. Podmore, £1 1s.; A. Holden, £1 1s.; Miss
Phillipps, 10s. Remittances should be sent to the Treasurer,
Mr. H. Withall, Gravel-lane, Southwark, London, S.E.

NEwCASTLE-ON-TYNE—* Licutr’ is kept on sale at the
Spiritual Evidence Society’s meetings in Northumberland
all.






















