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We have received, but without sender’s or publisher’s
name, a ‘Manual and Scientific Review of Theology and
Ecclesiastical History for Theistic Missionaries. Composed,
compiled and translated by Amhen Ra.’ There is, in this
unique little work, a great deal that is fresh and most sug-
gestive as to public worship. With slight revisions, the
Liturgy and other ‘Services’ here offered might be profit-
ably adopted by rational religionists. The Essays on
‘The Nature of knowledge, ‘The definition of God,’
‘Prayer,’ ‘Priesteraft, ‘Life Hereafter, &c, are, at all
events, original in tone and point of view.

¢The Light that is in Thee,” by Harriet B. Bradbury
(New York: Alliance Publishing Company), is indeed a
book of ‘light’: not that there is anything particularly new
in it, but certain familiar ideas are very tenderly and
winsomely presented. We say ‘familiar ideas,” but, after
all, these ideas may not be generally known, as it is only
lately that we have laid such fervent stress upon the
reality of the indwelling God. But, familiar or not, the
quiet reading of this little book might be for many like
passing from Egypt into the Promised Land.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Drawing
Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for
7.30 p.m., on Friday next, February 9th, when

MRS. M. H. WALLIS
Will give an Address on

‘PSYCHICAL SUSCEPTIBILITY.

Mrs. Wallis will speak in her normal state, but it is hoped
that after the address questions will be answered by her
under control.

After the close of this meeting friends who wish to
remain for a time for an informal interchange of thought
on matters of mutual interest will be at liberty to do so.

A SPIRIT MESSAGE IN GERMAN.

‘I will mention a strange case of slate-writing which was
told me by a friend in whom I have the utmost confidence.
And this confidence, perhaps, others will share with me the
more readily when I tell them that he was and is now an utter
unbeliever in any communications from the other world ;
indeed, he does not believe in any other world, and says
that he does not want to. He is a Jewish rabbi. He told
me that he went to a slate-writing medium in Chicago—the
account of this he gave me immediately after his return.
He said that he wrote a brief note to his father, who had
died years before in Germany. He wrote the note in
German, spelling it out with Hebrew characters. This he
did to preclude the possibility of the medium’s knowing
what it was, even if she had some surreptitious way of
reading it. He said that he then placed this note between
two slates of his own, tied them together, and at the direc-
tion of the psychic hung them on the chandelier over the
table where they were sitting. After a little time he was
directed to take them down and open them. On the inside
he found, written on the slate, a reply to his note, signed by
his father’s name, and written in precisely the same way in
which he had written his own-—that is, in the (German
language, but spelled with Hebrew characters.—Rev. M. J.
SAVAGE.

IN vAIN we ransack all Nature for a single instance in
which Nature’s instincts have deceived insect or bird. Does
Nature use so great skill for guiding beasts, but become a
blunderer in guiding man? Nay, further : Does Nature,
through instinct of what awaits them, speak truth to wasps
and spiders and sparrows, but tell lies to man of what awaits
him ? If man lives for this world only, then God is become
a mere purveyor for the body.—NEwELL Dwicar HiLLs,
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NOTES OF A PRIVATE CIRCLE.

By V. Grascow.

IV.

May 29th.—We sat for a time as usual at the table. Ido
not know why, but I found that the spirit friends, before
they could control a medium, were able to give messages
partaking of a test character through a table ; but com-
munications by control, when that was properly established,
were, and are, to me, the more satisfactory. I, however,
gladly accept table messages, impressions, automatic writ-
ings, personal, inspirational or trance control, or communi-
cations by whatever means may be most suitable or avail-
able. T do not object to the table, if that is the best for the
time being ; and yet as a matter of preference I should
choose other methods, because the table, with the alphabet
process, is so slow. Otherwise it is not less dignified or use-
ful than the other means ; indeed, sitting at the table is
productive of quietness, patience, and on the whole leads
up to, and prepares the way for, more effective controls.

To return—we sat talking of some past experiences which
had come true, when the table commenced to move, the
influence purporting to be my mother, who appeared to be
cognisant of the fact that my sister, and confidante in
spiritual matters, Mrs. B, had received messages abouta
Mrs. N. before and after her death, she (Mrs. N.) having
passed over during the previous week. The spirit said, in
reply to questions, that she had met Mrs. N., and through my
mother, Mrs. N. sent a message to her family. Mrs. Coates
then appeared to be controlled by Mrs. N., who, after mnch
difficulty, said that ‘she was not reconciled to her position ;
she was greatly worried about N.,” a daughter of hers, whom
the friends were proposing to board out in——; and she ‘did
not want her to go there or to live with ——” which was
another proposition. She made certain suggestions about
her daughter N. that would give her pleasure to have carried
out, &e.

I may say that N. the daughter referred to,is a very
intelligent person, but, suffering from certain physical dis-
abilities, she requires the presence and care of some
sympathetic person; hence the mother’s natural anxiety.
Neither Mr. nor Mrs. Coates knew anything of these parties,
and yet the names and all these particulars about this girl’s
necessities came through Mrs. Coates. If this is not a test
of identity, what intelligence was at work? Why should
Mrs. Coates experience a state of anxiety about a person
concerning whose life, character, and infirmities she was
ignorant? These interesting controls were as convincing
as they were unexpected. To my mind, they pointed to the
conclusion that the information came from the source
claimed for them, viz., the discarnate spirit who influenced
the medium.

M., my wife, now controlled the medium, and appeared
delighted to be able to address me more freely, and in some-
thing like her old familiar and happy style. I do not pro-
pose to enter into her message, save to say that it was both
apposite and convincing. I certainly felt that my wife was
addressing me. The sitting ended with a control by UncleJ,
expressing his and Auntie J.'s best wishes with a hearty
¢Guid nicht, John, God bless you’ The contrast between
these two controls was very marked, and agreed with the
originals, as they were intimately known to me while on
earth. Be the explanation what it may, it gives me pleasure
to record the facts, as given.

June 15th.—TI held plates for psychic photography with
Mrs. Coates. While doing so, this lady became controlled
by a spirit who evidently knew me, but had not con-
trolled before. Failing to speak, we elicited through the
table that this spirit was a friend of mine ; no relation, but a
lady whom I had ‘known in Glasgow.” I was much puzzled
and could not think who it could be. Mrs. Coates passed
under the control of my wife, M., and in reply informed me
that the last speaker was Annie, who, she remarked, was
very fond of me. I asked if Annie was aware that her uncle,
¢ Kennedy, had passed over suddenly last night 7 *Yes, she
said, ‘and she had brought him here.” Annie had been try-
ing to speak and did not succeed, although she had been
often with me, and tried to influence me. M. continued




February 3, 1900.]

(she managed better with this control), and we conversed
for some time about Annie and about herself, and about
life in the spirit world; all of which struck me as being
very natural and just what might be. M. s sympathetic
references to Annie, whose short married life and brief
experiences had so much in common with her own, had a
touch of sadness which doubly enhanced their close friend-
ship on earth and now in their newer conditions of life.

When Mrs. Coates was released, we had a long communi-
cation through the table, from a new influence. The
message came quickly, clearly, and decisively. It purported
to be from a particular friend of Mrs. B., whom she had
known in girlhood, and who now claimed to be the guide of
her circle. I did not know him in the body, and knew
nothing of his claims, but he appeared well acquainted with
our family, with Mrs. B, and all her affairs. I asked the
name ; this was declined, but he said : ¢ Tell her (Mrs. B.)
that I am her ——, and she will be delighted to know, &e.”
Upon going home I told Mrs. B.,at the earliest opportunity,
of what had taken place, and read her the notes from which
the above is extracted, and she was surprised beyond
measure. She recognised the accuracy of the whole com-

‘munication. This was also the first intimation she had of
his death.

My father, who now seems able to control more fully, is
still interested in our family affairs and our business
arrangements, and through Mr. Coates dealt with both. As
to the latter, I cannot say much, but the advice appeared
both sound and characteristic of my father. I was cautioned
to guard against accidents, the nature of which was pointed
out. Already an accident, in which a man hurt his hand,
had been directly described by Mr. Coates, as well as the
machine-room in which it took place.

June 25th.—We sat as usual at the table and had a
communication purporting to come from my son H., who
had already given me a message that morning through Mus.
B. The message now dealt with his experiences in spirit-life,
his education there, with spirit photography, inventions, and
the prediction of inventions to come. Of their correctness,
or otherwise, I am not yet in a position to judge.

A new influence now came to the table. We ascertained
that it was that of a friend, a lady whom [ had known in the
body, the same lady who had tried to control Mrs. Coates at
our previous sitting. I thought that it might be Annie,
already referred to. ‘No.” Mrs. Coates then described a tall,
dignified lady, in black silk dress, such and such a style, her
appearance, &c.; and then told me she was my wife's mother.
It was indeed a correct word picture. The message was of
interest and the directions with regard to future sittings
may turn out all right. T hope so; meanwhile we shall
follow them out. At the beginning of most of these sit-
tings we hold plates for psychic photography, and although
we have failed to get distinct pictures, the mere fact of
holding the plates seems helpful to the sittings.

July 2nd.—Mr. Coates was controlled by ‘ Dr. Warren,’
and by one recognised as ‘ Pat.” I have no means of identify-
ing these, but whether he is the scholarly Dr. Warren or the
humorous Irishman, one is sure to get something of value,
wisdom, philosophy, wit and instruction from him. I do not
intend to deal with either of these controls, except to say
that ‘ Pat’ gave an affecting parable of the life of a merchant
(neither better nor worse than many in real life), and the
results accruing therefrom in spivit-life, which very strik-
ingly brought home the old saying—‘Whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.’

This night Mrs. Coates was controlled by oue ‘Tom D.,
who appeared in great distress, and told us where he had
died and from what cause. He desired me to tell bis father,
and give him his love, &c. ‘Was he (“Tom P.”) happy ?’
‘Yes—no,” was very sadly and slowly given. I talked to
him sympathetically. He told me that he was very much in
the dark ; that he loved his father (his father is a dis-
tinguished theologian in the West of Scotland). His father
was opposed to the idea of the possibility of spirit return,
and was perfectly satisfied—cocksare, as my brother, the
captain, would say—but I love him all the same.” This was
a great surprise. I was under the impression that ‘Tom P.
was a ship captain, but in this I was wrong, as subsequently
discovered. The captain was Tom’s brother, hence the cor-
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rectness of the above reference. (I was mistaken in
thinking that ‘Tom P. was a captain. He was, I
learned, a clerk, for some time in London, when last heard
of. His death took place in Rio, in South America, of fever.
This information, from the relatives, confirmed what was
told us by the control, nearly two months before.) The
control spoke about himself, my sister Mrs. B,, and about
the health of one of the family, and then went away,
apparently reluctant to go, and in great distress.

Another control, a Dr. George I, gave us a message
through Mrs. Coates ; mostly private, and with reference to
the young man (Tom P.), who, he said, was in darkness and
could not see him; ‘he had gone away, very sad, yet happier;
he had been helped by a parable which he had heard in the
circle that evening, &c.’

I knew both these controls when in the body, especially
the latter, a well-known divine, who was a neighbour of
ours. Both controls carried with them, to me, a certain
amount of conviction as to their bona fides. The doctor
had controlled Mr. Coates several months before, and sur-
prised me by referring to private affairs, and among other
things referred to Tom P.’s father, whom I happened to meet
the previous day.

We had another new control this evening, namely,
Annie’s Uncle ‘Kennedy,’ who addressed me in his old
style, which I knew so well. He spoke with dry Scotch
humour mingled with pathos : ¢ When I saw ma sel’ (his body
lying on the bed) ‘I wunnert whaur a’ wis, an’ a wunner
noo. I wis awfu’ sorry, mon, ye didna ca’ yon day. Ihad a
gran freenship for a’ the family. Y’re a fine lot o’ weel daen
fellows. A can see ma true freens noo, an’ a tried tae touch
some o’ them at thae funeral’ Then he referred to the ser-
vice at the (Glasgow Cathedral. (He was a prominent
Burgess of the City ; held a high financial position, and in
his way engaged in aiding practical philanthropic schemes.)
On my veferring to his good works, and the high respect in
which he was held, he said : ‘Hoots mon, mony a better
mon, bit puir, gaes doon tae the grave, an’ no a word sed
aboot them. Am vera prood o it a’ the same. Na, there’s
na flattevies here.” He then spoke about the funeral and of
the friends he had met on the other side, including my wife.
‘Mr. Kennedy’ visited my house the Sunday before. On
the evening when he died, I was going to call but was pre-
vented. He referrved to this. The sensitive knew nothing
of this person. Why should all these controls be so natural,
and so like the originals, if they are merely evolved from the
sub-conscious self of the medium ?

Now a new control took possession of the medium. At
first I thought it would be Annie or M., possibly the former.
It seemed to be a strong control and fairly dominated the
medium, who lost all consciousness, for on awakening she
had no recollection of what had taken place. I tried to get
the name. It was refused. I even suggested names ; they
were all rejected. I had thought of all possible persons.
She was none of them.  She desired me to think again and
again. All of no use. She declined to give me the full name,
as she wanted me to think. The manner was that of a young
woman. ‘Mary’ was the name given. I then tried to get
the surname, but in vain. T could not possibly think who

she was. I then questioned her. ‘ Where had T met her?’
‘In —— “Where did T meet her first, in my house or hers ?’
‘In her mother’s house’ ‘How old were you then?’

¢ About the same age as your own, twenty-one years.” Then
came the name and the circumstances of the by-
gone days and the friendship which then existed. She
had married and gone out of my circle of acquaintances
for many long years. She then gave the reason for declining
to give her name, and I recognised both the wisdom and the
justice of it. She gave her message, fully and clearly ;
entering into many details of private life, and what had
passed in her own and mine. She said that she had been
specially sent to tell me. I cannot attempt to do justice to
her address. Irecognised the woman ; one educated through
great suffering, who had been detailed to benefit me by her
wisdom, and to say things to me which my wife would have
refrained from saying. In the language of Burroughs, I
was to learn :—

‘My heart shall reap where it hath sown
And gather up its fruits and tears.’
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For such was the purport of her message, although I cannot
furnish either her text or address.

M. put in a brief appearance and referred to the fore-
going approvingly, and was sorry to go.

My father then controlled Mrs. Coates. There was no
mistaking this control. Mr. Coates mildly objected to former
controls, and Mr. —’s forcible methods, upon which the
control turned upon Mr. Coates, just as father would have
done, had he been crossed or contradicted. I think it was
done more as a test of identity than anything else, for with
a few kindly words to us all a remarkable sitting
concluded.

I have one or two comments to make concerning this,
our last sitting for some time. ‘Dr. Warren’ was not very
sanguine of our success in psychic photography ; he depre-
cated the use of the camera, and thought better results
would come from holding the plates; at any rate the
mediums were mental and not physical sensitives. They
did not throw off the awra or magnetism necessary. We
were urged earnestly to cultivate the higher and more
spiritual forms of mediumship ; the development of personal
character, &c. He deprecated our anxiety about physical
phenomena, though they had their place, &e.

The control of ‘ Mr. Kennedy’ was most interesting, and
the conversation was most characteristic of the man.
Humour and wisdom were his prominent features; his
Scotch Doric was free from all coarseness and vulgarity in
expression, and came flowing from his tongue in the most
pleasant and unaffected manner. He was always a great
favourite with every member of our family circle. ‘Am
verra prood o't a’ the same, refers to remarks as to his
healthy influence in life and the sincere expressions of regret
at his death, &c., made by many at his funeral. All of this
is so very human, and opposed to our general ideas of what
spirits are, and how they would conduct themselves were
they permitted to come back to us.

As to Mary W., whom I knew and greatly admired, as
the control said, it was quite correctly stated that I was
twenty-one years of age when we became first acquainted.
Mary came in her calm, gentle, and thoughtful manner, as
I first knew her long ago. Now, it is to be remarked that I
had wholly and completely forgotten for the time being her
very existence, till, step by step, she recalled herself to my
memory at this memorable séance.

My father’s control at the end of the sitting was very
striking in the firm, belligerent attitude he assumed as he
turned Mrs. Coates round in her chair and faced straight up
to Mr. Coates. The danger, however, was more apparent
than real. The medium’s manner was very realistic, and
reminded me most amusingly of my father when engaged
in earnest conversation or in expostulation.

I now conclude these Notes of a Private Circle, well
aware that the narrative lacks in style ; the facts in com-
pleteness, for I have had to suppress so much ; and what
are recorded will appear so little to seasoned Spiritualists.
But they are very precious to me and may be of service to
others, who may be encouraged thereby to persevere in
their investigations of Spiritualism in the ¢ Private Circle.’

SUNLIGHT !

There comes a moment to the wintry scene,

When sunlight gleams again upon the sward,

The soft light, source of joy and health, outshines,
And up in cloudland whitens one curved roll !

It goes anon ; and dampness supervenes.

But in the soul is shed a hope of spring,

A comprehension of the folded flowers

That God has stored up in His thought, so soon
To give and scatter over hedge and zeld.

The myriad primrose sweetness is so furled,—
The delicate joy of dainty daffodil,—

And all the lavish sweets of violet,—

The warm pink daring of the almond bough,—
The pendant chastity of snowdrop bell,—

The tragrance of the apple blossom pure ;

All the%eseechinr_r scents of God’s spring flowers,
That search the heart like heralds of that Heaven
Which waits in Time for all prepared souls.

Then shall not we, in our thoughts’ secret, hold
Some concept sweet, to work for others-joy !

ErrIE JoHNSON,

[February 3, 1900.

A FULFILLED PROPHECY.

In ¢ Licut, of January 27th, the following is quoted :—

‘The World’s Advance-Thought and the Universal
Republic’ reprints the following from ‘La Lumiére’
(Paris) :— :

‘The Church of the *“Sacred Heart” of Montmartre
(Paris), has been the recipient of a warning from the over-
controlling Divine Powers, that should cause all who o pose
Spiritualism to pause and consider what they are doing
Recently a gigantic statue of the Christ standing upon the
front of the church fell and was broken into a thousand
fragments. The circumstance is inexplicable ; for thestatue
was deeply set and sealed into the wall. Not a trace was
left of this singular plucking out of the statue that could
explain the phenomenon. It happened on the day when
the priests of Rome were praying in this church to demolish
Spiritualism.’

In the ‘Arcana of Christianity, Part III, published in
1867, T. L. Harris foretells a series of judgments to fall on
the ecclesiasticisms which teach a pseudo-Christianity. He
writes :—

‘A fifth judgment will consist in the toppling down
and overthrowing of crosses, and the images of
angels and saints, in places profaned by idolatry:
the good stone will refuse any longer to yield itself to
impostures. The spirits of the stone, taking possession of
the ultimate particles, and swept in their motion by the
Divine BreatE, will break the magnificence of ages, that
they whose belief is a ruin may congregate in ruins
Before the invisible ark of God’s holy city, New
Jerusalem, which cometh down from Heaven, the
effigies in every house of seeming faith must be
destroyed. The Voice saith, “ Woe, woe, woe, when the
whirlwind rises and the new harmony sweeps forth to
winnow the threshing-floor of nations”’ (par. 805).

I have been asked how these prophetic warnings were
obtained by T. L. Harris, and also whether they have yet
been fulfilled. I conjecture that he saw them as facts in the
lower spirit-worlds, and knew that they would, as events
moved on, be ultimated on the external plane. The
prophecy recorded in par. 803 has been fulfilled; also that
recorded in par. 809, though not, so far as I know, in con-
nection with the Greek Church. Others may have been
often fulfilled, though not necessarily announced in the
newspapers. It is but rational to conclude that, as spiritué}l
evolution advances, the spiritual state of each, whether it
be good or evil, will be manifested by correspondence in the
body. Yet the evil may always be averted by repentance
because thereby the spiritual state is changed.

E. W. Berrigg, M.D.
48, Sussex-gardens, Hyde Park, W.

A CURIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH ‘PLANCHETTE'

The following curious story, related by ‘ Julia Banker,
is published in the January number of ¢Revue Spirite':—

“One morning,’ she says,being at leisure, I went to my
room and took out planchette, as T was in the habit of con-
versing with it. I was much surprised at having t.h(f,se
words rapidly written under my hand : “ You have no notion
of the noise you make when you come up the stairs.”

¢“I know I make a noise,” I replied, “but I cannot
help it.”

¢“Yes, you can,” said planchette.

‘“How ?” I inquired, with some curiosity.

¢ “ By padding the steps.”

¢« Ah, well,” I thought, “ planchette likes comfort.” But
as I knew that T had nothing to double the carpet with, I
said : “ But we have nothing to double it with.”

““Yes,” replied planchette.

¢ And where ?’” T inquired.

““In the granary. There are seventeen pieces for the
staircase, and as there are just seventeen steps, you see you
have what you need.” )

‘T had noidea how many steps there were to our staircasé,
but I counted, and to my surprise found that planchette
was right. T went to the granary and searched everywhere
until I found, in turning over all the rubbish which lay

iled together, seventeen pieces for steps, which had been
eft there, forgotten by the proprietor. The housekeeper;
who is an honest woman, can certify to the truth of this
statement. We unfastened the stair carpet together an
padded the steps as planchette had suggested.’
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

Under this heading, as already announced, we propose,
from time to time, to reply, as far as and as well as we
are able, to some of the questions which may be addressed
to us by friends who feel the need of a little help in the
pursuit of their investigations. The questions should be
short and such as admit of brief replies, and should relate
to mediumship, phenomena, personal experiences, and the
development and exercise of psychical gifts. Metaphysical
problems should, as far as possible, be avoided, as incapable
of adequate treatment within the space at our command:—

13. Can you tell me where the first full-form materialisa-
tion occurred? Was it in America or in England ?—
ALPHA.

ANswER : We believe that the honour of having been the
first to observe manifestations in full form under strict test
conditions belongs to Sir William Crookes. There may have
been similar presentations in America, and indeed in
England, prior to those attested by the eminent scientist,
but, so far as we can ascertain, none of them were so well
authenticated.

14. Should spirits be evoked, or, in other words, if we
‘ call spirits from the vasty deep’ will they come ?—‘ SHAKE-
SPEARE.

Answer: It is unwise to attempt to summon any
special spirits, as they are hardly likely to do your bidding ;
and moreover,if youdo so, there is danger, a real danger, that
some ‘ dweller on the threshold’ may seize the opportunity
to amuse himself at your expense. If you observe the con-
ditions and desire that some relative or friend will come to
you, without pre-determining who it must be, the probability
is that your love will form the bond of attraction and enable
bne at least among your dear departed to reach you. Patience,
aspiration, and affection are needed.

15. Granting clairvoyance to be an actual fact, how does
the clairvoyant perceive objects in darkness? In other
words, what is the quality of the light in which the objects
are perceived =—E.B.

16. Normal sight, as generally understood, is due to cer-
tain vibrations which affect the retina of the eye and are
conveyed by special nerves to the brain ; seeing that the
usual channel is not made use of by a clairvoyant, as he
may be blindfolded, or have the eyes closed, how are the
sensations conveyed to the brain ?—J.Y.

17. In clairvoyance is the sight directed into space for
distant objects? If so, the law of perspective no longer
holds good. Or does the Ego travel to the object to be per-
ceived, as from all the descriptions given it would appear as
if both the perceived and the percipient were actually pre-
sent *—KRUGER.

ANsWER : These three questions can best be dealt with
as one. Clairvoyance is in reality, for the most part,
spiritual perception—feeling. Mrs. Denton speaks of the
light by which she was able to see psychometrically as ‘latent
light.” The same thing is probably meant by the Theosophists
when they speak of ‘astral light,” and by others who desig-
nate it ‘etheric light,” but by giving it a name we do not
analyse or define it. William Denton claimed that rays
of light continually emanate from all objects, readily pass
through most, if not all, substances, and proceed at once to
the brain of sensitives and give the sensation of vision with-
out the intervention of the eye. This refined light, he

says, ‘passes at once through the portals and is
admitted into the inner chambers of the soul” Mrs.
Denton says: ‘While ordinary vision requires light,

either direct, or reflected from some luminous body, to
enable it to distinguish objects within its range, the other
(the inner sight) finds a pebble no larger than a common pea
sufficient to light up a world, while we read the myriad
pages of its thrilling history. In some instances,
the impression appears to be made directly upon the
brain, and when the individual (psychometrist) has learned
to discriminate between these direct impressions and the
creations of fartey, or the workings of imagination, they may
be considered equally reliable with true vision.’ According
to Mrs. Denton, then, it would appear that clairvoyant per-
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ceptions can be experienced by different processes —by sight
and by impression.  Whether the Réntgen Rays and Wire-
less Telegraphy will ultimately help us to an understanding
of the qualities of this ‘latent light,” and how the sensations
are conveyed to the mind, remains to be seen ; they do, at
any rate, reveal certain subtle conditions of the within of
Nature and indicate the probability of a scientific solution of
some of her mysteries. Clairvoyance has been likened to a
‘ telescopic eye,” and the extended vision enjoyed by some
seers seems to point to a power of perception by sympathetic
relationship, as is the case in thought-transference. In other
cases experience points to ‘travelling ’clairvoyance, in which
the percipient psychically visits the distant place and
describes what is witnessed.

18. I think I have some indications of the power of
inspirational speaking. Can you tell me how to develop it ?
—R.H.L.

ANSWER : There is only one way to develop it, and that
is to try. Take every opportunity to express the thoughts
shat come to you. Speak, and fear not. Facility of expres-
sion will come. You cannot expect that ideas will be poured
through you unless you let them flow. Study elocution, if
you like ; the way in which things are said is very important,
seeing that it has great influence upon the hearers. Do not
be troubled about wko the inspirers are if you receive and
express bright, true, rational, and helpful thoughts. If you
utter the thoughts that come to you others will follow, but
if you do not speak out your first thoughts you cannot
expect that others will be given you.

19. A ‘minister of religion,’ in the town in which I live,
has been instrumental in the distribution of a leaflet, in
which it is stated that the Spiritualists have an establish-
ment in Ohio, where ‘the most immoral, licentious, and
debasing sins are practised as a part of their religion.” Can
it be possible that there is any ground whatever for such an
odious allegation ?

AxswEeR : There is no ground for it whatever, and never
was. It is a wicked—well, a wicked Zie; there is no other
word by which it can be adequately described. This is not
the first time we have heard of it, and some time since we
made a searching investigation into its origin. An attempt
was made, forty years ago, by a few strangers to the town,
to establish a community in Ohio on the plan of Fourrier.
Not a single resident of the town was in any way connected
with the movement, and our good friend, Hudson Tuttle,
then a young man, opposed it so vigorously that the attempt
was speedily abandoned. And yet the ingenuity of bigotry
basely perverted these simple facts and manufactured a
story by which it hoped to discredit Spiritualism ! The
time is coming, and that speedily, when the discredit will
be found to attach, not to Spiritualism, but to those who
have had recourse to such disgraceful weapons of opposition.
But, strangely enough, every new movement, however pure
and good, seems destined to grievous misrepresentations.
Even Swedenborg wrote of the early Quakers—‘The secret
worship of the Quakers, sedulously concealed from the world,
is a worship so wicked, execrable, and abominable that, were
it known to Christians, they would expel Quakers from
society and permit them to Yive only among beasts.” That
calumny does no harm to Quakers, for nobody believes

it, but it is somewhat of a tarnish on Swedenborg’s own
reputation.

New THouGHT Essays.—In ‘The Mastery of Fate,” by
. Braun, we have, in booklet form, a reprint of the editorial
articles which appeared in Volume I1. of ‘The New Man,’ an
American publication. Regarded as a whole, the articles
constitute a plea for Mental Science. Man, it 1s contended
is an evolving creature. His body has probabl reached
the limits of its development. Mind is the next %ne along
which evolution will proceed. Hitherto mind and matter
have been regarded as distinct, but it is now beginning to
be dimly apprehended that thought is at the back of every-
thing, and that matter itself is but mind in different degrees
of development. What environment has done for the
physical side of man, purposeful thought concentration, it is
claimed, can accomplish as regards his mental and spiritual
unfoldment. Many of the essays are written from a very
advanced standpoint. The subjects dealt with range from
¢ Pre-natal Child Culture’ to ‘ The Cure of Poverty.” Itisa
suggestive and clever little work, but hardly suitable for
general reading. Copies may be obtained of (. Osbond,
Scientor House, Devonport.—A. R
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THE RISE OF MAN.

There is, in Iowa (U.S.), a College which rejoices in a
novelty,—*‘a Chair of Applied Christianity.” It was endowed
by some good soul who stipulated that Professor Herron
should occupy it and should be perfectly free to set forth
what he believed was meant by the blessed Founder of
the Feast, or, in other words, what Christ meant by
Christianity.

For six years, the Professor has been letting down his
bucket into the well, and, for something less than six years,
certain rich men have hecome more and more restless, until,
at last, in order to save the College generally from serious
money troubles, he has resigned. But, before he did this,
he delivered a Discourse before ¢ The Christian Societies ™ of
the College ; and this has been published in “Mind’ and
is entitled ¢ The omnipotence of human life.” The circum-
stances give special interest to this original discourse, but
it has an important message of its own, and is of special
value to us: for, in the very first paragraph, the speaker
says that there ‘is soon to be fought the great human
battle between the dominion of things and the dominion of
spirit.”  That, at least, arrests our attention. Let us look
further into it.

We are surprised, as we read on, to find that what is
prominent in the speaker’s mind is the living presence or
power of Jesus. ‘From the midst of dead official faiths the
real Christ has risen to human faith at last,” he says, ‘and
this is the significance and glory of our age.” That, we
imagine, is spoken as a spiritual idealist. That is what we
hope and believe will be true—some day—alas! not yet.
¢For the first time,’ he says, ¢ we are reading the fragments
we call the Gospels in the terms of human experience.” It
is partly true : but Professor Herron’s practical expulsion
from his Chair is a queer comment upon his faith.

Of course we agree with him as to the ultimate issue.
It is the Spiritualist’s special function to be hopeful, always
hopeful, and to be sure that all the glorious spiritual ideals
will be realised ; but it will not help us to fancy it is
August when it is only, March. Professor Herron says of
Jesus: ‘That masterful and triumphant life, long since
passed from the crossinto history, is to-day mastering every
human fact and interpreting the whole institution of life
afresh. It is fascinating the common spiritual imagination,
and coming from the bosom of the Fatherinto the unnamed
leadership of practical politics and economics.” From one
point of view, that is very beautiful : but, from another, it
sounds like mockery. If we speak from the spiritual
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imagination to the spiritual hope, it is beautiful : but if we
stand and look in the world’s face and say it, it makes one
ashamed or sad.

But let us look a little farther into it. Perhaps we can
find a point of agreement in the proposition that Jesus is a
revealer of the real man: or may we say, with certain
modern mystics, that he is a revealer of the Christ in al]
men? That might be a very helpful thought, and might
even enable us to say that he /s ‘made all things new,
not because the work is done, but because the doiﬁg of it is
certain. What if the specialty of Jesus is that he is the
revealer of man’s spirit-self as child of the Spirit-God]
What if, even approximately, it is true, that ‘every man
is omnipotent, and has at his disposal all that God has’!
What if, as Professor Herron asserts, ‘the whole meaning
of what we call the incarnation is, that the common human
life is the real presence of God’? It is only a purified and
refined spiritual vision that can see and take this in. Let
the reader ponder this; and ponder it again and again:—

There is no more heavenly place in the universe than the
soul of the one who sits at your side ; and your state of mind
towards that and other souls is your heaven or hell—for
heaven is a state of mind, with which time and place and
death have nothing whatever to do. God is living a_human
life in every man and woman, in every human heart-beat, in
every human ideal ; and the humblest man who goes forth is
Almighty God on human feet, at work with human hands.
Even the blackest life is God’s hid image, God’s self-expres-
sion. All there is of God inheres in the being of the down-
most man you know ; and wherever one human soul helps
another, there is a priest giving God’s absolution to the soul.
Until I find some centre of attraction, some indispensable
worth, some shiine of worship, in every human life, I am
not heavenly minded. There is a universal and elemental
chord, which will some day be found and struck by the
master-hand, and to which every heart will at last ring true;
then every discordant note will die away forever, and
humanity will blossom with God.

We do not envy the man who does not bow his head
before that lovely bit of idealism, and at least wish that it
were true. But is it not true? Is there any other possible
explanation of man and of man’s life, if God is God and if,
as God, He ever created man in His own image,—a living
soul ?

We may here find, and perhaps only here, a scientific
basis for the most exalted optimism ; a basis which is
eminently possible for the Spiritualist. Man is spirit, and
matter is only his instrument or temporary mode of
expression. All that God is throbs in him, according
his measure and in his degree. He is a creature of Lav,
and of Law which is an expression of Love or Harmony:
and the result is sure. ~All follies, errors, passions, revolts,
sins, are incidents on the march. As sure as the reptile
became the hird, or the ape evolved into the man, so sure
is it that the ugly-tempered human animal will advance to
angelhood, here or elsewhere, because there is the seed of
Deity in him, and the divine power is bound to manifest
itself in him, and cause all things, even all evil things, to
work together for good.

Some day this discovery will dawn upon humanity : and
that discovery will be the dawn of true Religion, because,
at last, man will understand that inspired saying: ‘Beloved,
now are we sons of God.” Then man will work with God,
consciously and happily, and ¢ the incarnation’ will be the
greatest fact of life, for Man will be a manifestation of
God. It is just here that we come up with the significance
of the title of Professor Herrou’s Discourse. ¢The omni-
potence of human life’ simply means that man has at his
disposal all the resources of God just as fast as he is able (0
understand and is anxious to use them. Man can and will
malke of the world just what he pleases. Even now some
do it, ‘creating an ideal world in their own consciousness,
and living in that ideal, never breaking. faith with it
refusing to make terms with anything else,” so that they
can ride on the storm of the world’s selfishness and il





















