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responsible, not the least of whom is Confucius, who led
men in the true ways of life two thousand four hundred
years ago.

This collection of the sayings and teachings of the
great sage may be seriously commended to our celebrated
Christians, from the bench of bishops to Mincing-lane.

From Syracuse, New York (U.S.), comes a pleasant
little book by Mr. Erastus C. Gaffield, entitled ‘A Series
of meditations on the Ethical and Psychical relation of
spirit to the Human organism.’ It is published by ‘The
Order of the White Rose’ The subjects of the eight
chapters are: ‘The Principle of Man on Entrance into the
Physical Body’; ¢Spiritual Vibrations’; ¢Aspiration’;
¢Self-Control ’; *Harmony’; ‘ Man’s Relation to Spiritual
Law’; ¢The Power of Spirit to Control Conditions of
Material Life’; ‘How to Reach the Heights.’

A New York publisher, W. B. Ketcham, sends us a racy
and rousing hook by J. S. Hawley, entitled, * Creeds and
religious beliefs as they appear to a plain business man.’
The title very well indicates the book: but it is doubtful
whether the world is in the mood for it. ¢Creeds and
religious beliefs’ are now not much more than symbols or
survivals, and symbols or survivals are precisely the things
that ‘a plain business man’ may not touch. It is shocking
to disturb what is hung up for reverential recognition ;
and dangerous to examine what few propose to use. But,
for all that, the book, as we say, is racy and rousing.

¢Universal Truth’ tells a good story illustrating the
difference between real faith and actual doubt:—

A certain lady, it seems, was addicted to a belief in hay
fever. Our friend (a teacher in the science?} sought to
induce her to overcome the habit by changing her mode of
thinking, telling her that the appearance of the malady
was due to her clock-work regularity of expecting it. It
came annually at a given time, and no other. The lady
consented to try the experiment at least. Meeting her
later; the teacher asked what progress she was making.
*Oh,” she said, loyally, ‘T just tell all my friends I am not
going to have hay fever, and I tell it to myself daily ; but
then, I know I shall have it—I always do, you know.’

A PROBLEM FOR TELEPATHISTS.

I wish to give the following test in the interest of all
psychical researchers, more especially of those who, entirely
believing in clairvoyance, yet hold it to be only varied forms
of thought-reading or thought-projection. In February
last I called upon Madame Zuleika without making any
appointment, but going on a sudden impulse which I put
down to spirit guidance, having had many experiences of
this before. She told me that my husband was going at once
to South Africa, and that I should not see him before he
went unless I made a special effort; that he could not come
and see me, as expected, but that I slhould have to go to him.
She warned me that I must be careful to get all papers
relating to business and also his will, before he left, as she
saw that he would not live out the year. I demurred to this,
giving her my reasons, but she said she was sure of the fact
as his ‘ span wasrun.” When she said this I felt intuitively
that what she predicted would happen at the fall of the year,
and pictured November as the time in my mind. Every-
thing came to pass exactly as Madame Zuleika foretold. My
husband got sudden orders to proceed to South Africa. I had
to rise from a sick bed to go and meet him, and he, though
enjoying excellent health until November, died after a short
illness early in that month. These facts were told at the
time to several relations in confidence, but not to my husband,
and they can all bear witness to the exact veracity of this
statement. I am not a personal friend of Madame Z.’s, and
have never seen her before or since that one time, but I
think in justice to her this ought to be published—as well as

in the interests of psychical research. ‘VERrrAs’

LIGHTT
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MORE LIGHT ON ‘THINGS TO COME!

Having, like Mr. Arthur Lovell, been one of those for the
salvation of whose soul the Editor of ‘ Things to Come’ has
had a concern—to judge by the number of ‘ marked copies’
of that publication which he has forwarded to me—I felt
that it would only be an act of courtesy to thank him per-
sonally for his kindness in so doing; and thus, walking
throught Paternoster-row the other day, I stepped in at No,
14, the address appearing upon the paper in question, on
the chance of his being at liberty. The Editor was not
there, I was told, but I should be sure to find him at another
address, and was accordingly directed to the Rev. E. W,
Bullinger, D.D., at 25, New Oxford-street,, Being on my
way to the British Museum, I looked out for the number
specified, and was just a little surprised to find myself stop-
ping short in front of the depot of the Trinitarian Bible
Society—a shop which I had often passed, but never felt
tempted to enter, though proclaiming itself, as all the world
may read, established for the circulation of

¢ UNCORRUPTED VERSIONS OF THE WORD oF Gob.

Translation after translation of the sacred volume had ap-
peared, yet in spite of Papal anathemas, and Revision Com-
panies sitting amid multifarious manuscripts in the
Jerusalem Chamber, we had doubtless to see yet further
‘revisions, as knowledge of the past and of true
psychology should increase. The calm assumption of those
who claimed to have said the last word upon the subject
was always annoying.

Sending in my card, with a message to the effect that if
the Editor would like to see me, I should be agreeable for a
little chat ; I was, after some delay, ushered upstairs, and
into a back room which appeared to serve both as library
and office. Here I found our friend the Editor, ready-armed
for an anticipated attack, with his Bible—like some pocket-
pistol from which he could fire off texts, should controversy
lead him into an awkward corner ; one of the ¢ uncorrupted
versions,’ I presumed, though I understood him to say that
‘Things to Come’ was not connected with the Trinitarian
Bible Society, of which he is secretary. Besides Dr.
Bullinger there was another gentleman in the room, who
from his references during the ensuing conversation to ‘us,
and to ‘our work,” must be, I concluded, some coadjutor of
the Editor.

I opened by referring to some remarks by the Editor in
the November issue of ‘Things to Come.’ I told him that
as far as I could judge from the account of a séance,—a
part of which he had quoted from ¢ LicHT,'—I agreed with
him that the undesirable phenomena described were not
‘thought-forms’at all, but were due to evil and earth-bound
spirits. I approved of one or two of his criticisms ; but
while congratulating him that he believed in a spiritual
world, which was more than many did, I regretted that he
had not yet assured himself that wise and good spirits could
return to us, and speak words of cheer to those who would
listen to their message, and gratefully recognise their loving
ministrations.

‘No,” he objected (if not the #psissima verba, I quote as
nearly as I can recollect), ‘I take my stand upon the Word
of God. I would rather hear what God has to say than
what lying spirits say. The Bible says, “the dead know
not anything.” Do you believe in the Resurrection %’

A point-blank ‘yes’ or ‘no, I told him, would most
likely commit me to some view existing in his own mind,
but not in my own. By way of reply I stated my belief
that, after the process of death, I should find myself in a
new state of existence, and possessed of such a body as Paul
speaks of,—a ‘spiritual’ body, adapted to that new state,
and which, as compared with the ‘natural’ body, was of a
structure so delicate that the rough comparison of the
mechanism of a (Geneva watch, as contrasted with that of
some ancient clock of Glastonbury, would be meagre and
inadequate. The Editor had spoken of man as an entire
being. So far as he went, I agreed. Theologians had talked
about their ‘souls’ as though they might be something quite
external and subsidiary. The psychic organism was closely
and organically connected with the physical, and any undue
strain upon it, as in wrong modes of development or
improper experiments, must entail serious injury. An injury
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on either side would affect the other. To die was a natural
process. Yet ‘from battle, murder, and sudden death,’ might
we be mercifully spared !

‘But,’ interposed the Coadjutor, ¢ we have nothing but
your #pse dexit ! What authority have you? How do you
know that the spirits were not telling lies 7’

‘I don’t ask you to believe a thing because 7 say it, was
my reply ; ‘you have my testimony, and I set before you
certain ideas which you can “take on trial” or not, just as
you like. To me they are on  good authority,” and I judge
of the spirits by the method which Jesus proposed to his
countrymen, in reference to his divine mission, “though ye
believe not me, believe the works.” I have derived good
from Spiritualism. I have known cases of answer to prayer,
effected by spirit-agency. I have also seen cures performed,
in which the necessary operations were the work of spirits
who had been doctors during earth-life.” If Dr. Bullinger
saw a case of cancer cured, would he put it down to God or
the devil? If Satan were ‘divided against Satan,” how
should his kingdom stand ?

‘No, said the Editor, ‘the “ works” did not prove
Christ’s authority. Greater works would be done by others.
Such might be done by the devil. Christ’s authority was
proved by those works because they had all been foretold,’—
and he turned to the earlier pages of his uncorrupted
version. ¢ How can you prove what yousay ?’ said he.

¢Ido not attempt to “ prove” what I tell you, neither
can you “prove ” the truth of your special views about the
Bible’

‘T have not given you any interpretations of mine,” he
replied, ¢ but merely the words of Scripture.’

‘1 see :—but then, in the Bible, a collection of books
composed at various times, and by different writers——’

“There were no different writers, it was all written by

the Holy Ghost.’
* I paused. I had met with no such statement between
the covers of a series of writings, set apart under the direc-
tion of Bishops and Councils, and forming a small portion of
Hebrew literature ; a collection which nowhere calls itself
¢ The Bible,” nor contains even a solitary text by which the
canon could be settled. ButI felt it would be unprofitable
to pursue the matter upon the present occasion, and there-
fore sought to turn the conversation into new channels.

¢ What meaning,’ said I, ¢ would you attach to Matthew
xii. 43rd to 45th verses ?’

¢ What it says, that the evil spirit went out from the man,
and after taking with it seven others more wicked than
itself, returned to the man’s house, so that his last state was
worse than the first.

¢ Well,’ said I, ¢ that is not my view of the matter. I can
go closer to the text than that. What we read, as it stands
in the Revised Version, is, “ But the wnclean spirit, when he
is gone out of the man, passeth through waterless places,
seeking rest, and findeth it not. Then he saith, I will return
into my house whence I came out; and when he is come, he
findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he,
and taketh with himself seven other spirits more evil than
himself, and they enter in and dwell there; and the last
state of that man becometh worse than the first.” The
account refers to the man himself—considered as a spirit—and
not to an obsessing demon. I may say that I have actually
known such a case. That is to say, the post mortem details
were described to me by spirit friends, and from coincident
circumstances, I cannot doubt the statements made. A man
whom I knew in his earth-life “died,” and on passing
into the next stage of existence, I regret to say that he
did not abide upon the path of progress upon which the
higher spirits would have set him. He disobeyed the laws
under which spirits live, and injured those on this side
with whom he had consanguineous relationship. In darkness
and misery he wandered about seeking rest and finding it
not. Meanwhile others had entered his former abode. Old
lumber had been sold off. The rooms had been “emptied,”
and “swept, and garnished” by the new tenants. He col-
lected about him various bad characters with whom he had
associated in earth life, and back he went with them to haunt
that house. As to the “waterless places,” I would merely
notice that in Eastern folk-lore, deserts are believed to be a
place of resort for evil spirits.’
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‘But how can you prove all that ?’ reiterated the Editor.

‘I do not attempt to prove it to you,” I replied. ‘If-you
tnean to reduce everything to a question of intellectual
proof, welland good,—go to séances and investigate for your-
self, though I would warn you that in my opinion it is most
unwise to run so eagerly, as some investigators will, to inter-
view earth-bound spirits in haunted hcuses.’

“No, I shall not do that!’ he said. ‘I believe in the
Bible. I do not grant you that “spirits” are departed
human beings at all; men are never called spirits in the Bible.

Now I am notin the habit of going about the world with
a Greek Testament in my pocket, with which to defend my
religious views, and it did not occur to me to ask the Editor
for his. Referring, however, when I got home, to my Greek
New Testament, I found that the word used was mveiua,
not daipwv—(as most frequently employed to describe obsessing
spirits). ‘ When: the dxdaprov mveipa has gone out of the
man,’ is what we find, and be it also noted that the seven
other spirits are mvelpara as well. Surely we read in Heb.
xii. 23 of the spirits of just men’? Dr. Bullinger had urged
that the ‘demons’ and spirits ’ spoken of in Scripture were
a separate race of beings. v

While touching upon this subject, I told Dr. Bullinger
that though I was a Spiritualist in so far as Spiritualism
was ‘an affirmation of personal survival after the change of
death,’ I did not approve of certain methods employed by
some Spiritualists, neither did I endorse much quasi-science
that in our literature was associated with that name. Dr.
Bullinger had pointed out to me a row of books upon
‘Spiritism,’ as he called it, at the other end of the room. I
found, however, that he was unacquainted with the writings
of Stainton Moses, and I recommended a study of these if
he wished to learn something of the Higher Spiritualism.
Theosophy and Spiritualism were mixed up together in his
mind, as is usually, I find, the case among those who know
little of either. I expressed the opinion that Spiritualists
should refrain from attempting to evangelise the earth-
bound, such action not being within their province. If Jesus
preached to ‘spirits in prison,” it was after his earthly life
was over. Itwas a fact that evil (or undeveloped) spirits—
call them what you will—could grievously injure the body
of a sensitive. It was largely to such well-meant, yet ill-
judged methods as I had referred to, as also to the exercise of
certain forms of mediumship which were upon a low plane,
that I attributed experiences of an objectionable nature,
and the production of so much that was trivial and repul-
sive to inquirers of education and personal piety,—to real
scientists, and to sincere Christians. The chief end of
Spiritualism was that we might enjoy a practical assurance
of the life beyond, and that we might derive from the higher
spirits such teachings as were obtainable in no other way.
Incidentally I remarked how many things we might all of
us have to learn, if we desived even to progress a little, when
we ourselves should pass into spirit life.

The Editor straightened himself in his chair. ‘Oh! pray
don’tinclude mein it !’ he exclaimed.

‘Then you have no need for further progress ;are you
perfect ?’

‘Yes, perfect in Christ !’

‘ Isee—then you do not require to learn anything more %’

‘Oh yes, but of course I don’t mean ntellectual know-
ledge ; we must define terms.’

Whether the Editor had any further advance to make in
other directions than the intellectual, I did not inquire.

‘You say that the Bible states nothing as to our condition
after death,’ I continued. ‘Did not Jesus say to the dying
thief, “ To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise ” %’

The Editor rehandled his uncorrupted version. ‘No,’
said he, ‘the passage runs, “7 say wunto thee to-day, Thou
shalt,” &c. ; that is the meaning, unless you believe in the
“inspired comma.”’

‘ Yes, said I, ‘I am familiar with that way of getting out
of the difficulty. I suppose you are a believer in “ Con-
ditional Immortality 77’

Dr. Bullinger declined to be identified in any
way with the ¢Association,” though he admitted non-
belief in the doctrine of the inherent and indefeasible
immortality of man. Here once more we were in agreement,
for the notion so commonly held that alZ must eventually
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attain the final goal of beatitude is, I believe, untrue, and
responsible for the horrid dogma of everlasting misery on
the one hand, and for a vast amount of laissez faire among
easy-going people on the other. Stainton Moses, Hudson
Tuttle, and other leading Spiritualists, with a long list of
writers in the past, besides the whole tenor of the Bible,
teach that a man cannot retain a self-dependent existence in
opposition to, and in defiance of, the laws of life. While
capable of immortality, it is not only a scriptural statement
but a veritable fact, that ¢ the soul that sinneth, it shall die’ ;
though in these days of scepticism the affirmation of con-
tinued existence might be a truth of greater immediate im-
portance than that of the possibility of its ultimate loss.

‘Art thou come to destroy us’ ‘to torment us
before the time?’ cried the obsessing demons at the approach
of Jesus (Luke iv. 34 ; Matt. viii. 29). They knew that their
unlawful acts would, in the end, be fatal to themselves.
They ‘believed, and trembled’ lest they should be cast out
from the bodies of their victims. They also knew that the
Archangels had authority and power to destroy them
utterly ;—spark out. They feared also the Son of man.

At about this point in the conversation, the Coadjutor
left the room. I continued to exchange observations with
the Editor for a few minutes and then rose to leave. My
last remark had been ‘that men engaged in good work in
the world had usually many good spirits about them,
whether they themselves knew of it or not.’

‘Do you see any good spirits about me?’ inquired the
Editor.

This was a ‘ thing to come’ which I had not anticipated.
I was completely taken aback at the idea that he should
make such a request after having reiterated his belief that
Spiritualism was of the devil, and moreover having pro-
tested vigorously at the mere suggestion that he should
investigate for himself. Mediumship was forbidden. All
spirits were ‘demons.” He was convinced of their existence ;
yet he gravely asked if I could see any spirits about Aim.

I said that I did not see any ; that though at times clair-
voyant, I was not continually so as yet. I might have added
that a far more peaceful atmosphere would have been
necessary for anything in the way of mediumship.

The Editor smiled for the first time during the
interview.

We moved towards the door. I continued : ‘The differ-
ence, | see, between our methods of arriving at truth, Dr.
Bullinger, is that while you base your life upon authority
and the Bible, I base mine upon all that I find around me,
and my own experiences. Spiritualism makes life a very
serious thing.’

The Coadjutor re-entered the room. ‘But what we want
to know,’ resumed that gentleman in solemn tones, ‘is, what
will it all lead to 7’

‘To the realisation of the will of God,’ I maintained, ‘on
earth, even as it is done in Heaven.’

‘ But,’ said the Coadjutor, ¢ we are told that in the latter
days there will be a terrible outbreak of wickedness upon
the earth, and we regard Spiritualism as the means by
which Satan will thus gain his great power over mankind.’

‘And yet Spiritualism is nothing new,’ I said. ‘ Were not
the Chinese of 2,000 years ago a nation of Spiritualists ?’

¢ Certainly, said the Editor.

¢ And do we not find information upon psychic matters
recorded in the Chaldean inscriptions,’ I continued, ¢ which
to modern medical men is but evidence of primitive
superstition ?’

‘ Quite so,” said the Coadjutor.

‘Why,’” I added, ‘Spiritualism is as old as mankind !’

‘Oh yes, were quite agreed on all that,’ replied the
Editor. ‘The devil said “ Ye shall not surely die,” and he
was a liar from the beginning.’

Thus the Editor fell back upon an assumpticn ; namely,
that the personification of evil, and of wilful disobedience,
in an ancient Babylonian allegory—framed, I doubt not, by
those who were justly reputed wise in their day—was the
inspirer of that body of spiritual knowledge of life and its
laws from which those teachers of old felt justified in formu-
lating that venerable tradition ;—which, while inadequate
as a complete solution for the problems of life in our own
times, nevertheless contains an eternal truth that we should
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do well to lay to heart. Obey, that ye may live! ‘There
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the depths of Hades’ (rvfuéva @dov). Live for
the conceits of self and the end is disease, disintegration,
and Death. Act in obedience to law, and for ends that are
universal, and the results are health, spiritual growth, and
Life. That we live, moreover, is the will of God. ‘In His
will,’ said Dante, ‘is our peace.’

After all, considering that the Editor must logically have
regarded me as an agent of the Evil One, I could hardly have
expected greater indulgence than was shown to me. With
the sincere assurance that I was glad there were some points
upon which we were in agreement (and who would rejoice in
feeling that he was at hopeless variance with his fellow-

~ man?), I took leave of the Editor of ‘ Things to Come,’ and

emerged from the library into the less repressive atmosphere

of Oxford-street. Human life was once more surging around

me. Theological differences seemed distant and dim.
HEecror WAYLEN.

- THE NEED FOR A MAGNETIC SOCIETY.

My last contribution to ‘LiGHT’ on this subject has
elicited one response. Mrs. Stannard, with whom the idea
may be said to have originated, has promised to render
whatever assistance it is in her power to offer. A meeting of
two, however, would not be likely to lead to very encourag-
ing results ; therefore I take the liberty of supplementing
my previous communication, in the hope that others will
declare their willingness to support the project. Firststeps
are always difficult to take, and that difliculty is increased
when the end desired is of a scientific nature. But the ad-
vantages to be derived from a magnetic society in London are
surely sufficiently apparent to justify the time and labour
that its formation would require ; and it cannot, I feel,
be the inability to comprehend the value of such an insti-
tution that accounts for the present lack of response,
but rather the inclination we all have, more or less, to see
what others will do ere we take any action ourselves.
Unity is always extremely desirable, and even necessary
when progress has to be made. How necessary must it
be, therefore, if we are to obtain for magnetism the attention
and consideration which it undoubtedly deserves as an
important branch of science ! Even the most sceptical will,
I think, admit that magnetism requires deeper and more
minute investigation than that to which it has yet been
subjected. Everywhere around us there are daily ,taking
place a variety of phenomena which, upon purely scientific
grounds, cannot be satisfactorily explained. But by the aid
of magnetism it has long been proved that these phenomena
are capable of being brought within the domain of exact
knowledge, and, who knows ! perhaps we may yet look to this
important agent as a means of undermining the foundations
of present-day materialism. It is not in this respect alone,
however, that a magnetic society in London would be found
useful. It would afford an excellent opportunity to experts
in the science to meet and compare notes. Meetings could be
held for those who are interested in the study and practice of
magnetism, and arrangements could be made for lectures,
by authorities, dealing with the subject in all its aspects.
By a general interchange of thought on all matters relating
to the science, and by the systematic investigation of the
phenomena as they arise, much good would be done ; and I
cannot help thinking that in this way there could be laid for
magnetism a better and stronger foundation than could
possibly be secured by individual effort. Let all those,
therefore, who are interested in this department of science
come forward and express their willingness to attend a pre-
liminary meeting, and the first step in the right direction
will have then been taken.

ArTHUR HALLAM

23, Dante-road, Newington, S.E.

Is A SrirrtuarList CHURCH NEEDED ?—Mr. Robert
Theobald, M.A., gave an address on this question at a
meeting of the London Spiritualist Alliance on November
30th. An animated discussion followed. We hope to
publish a report in due course.
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‘A DISCOVERY IN SOLAR ETHERIC CAUSES.

The following announcement has been placed in our
hands by a gentleman whom we have long known as an
earnest student of occult questions. Of the value of the
discovery which he believes he has made we can offer no
reliable opinion, but of this we are confident, that he him-
self has an honest belief in its supreme importance :—

This discovery was made in October, 1899, when investi-
gating astrology. I found it was possible, by means of a
simple figure of the solar system for the day of birth, to
trace out at once the main etheric conditions to which the
native is susceptible.

The system 1 have adopted for my investigations is very
simple, and if used with some material source of informa-
tion such as is given by palmistry, psychometry, &c., remark-
able results can be obtained. I claim that, rightly used, it
can be absolutely relied upon for delineating character,course
of events, &c.

Palmistry.—Palmists will find my system invaluable for
settling points on which differences of opinion have arisen.
It will also enable them to give with ease and unerring
accuracy information of a kind which could otherwise only
be ascertained from the hand alone after a most careful and
painstaking examination. I have found that the direction
taken by the ridges of the cuticle has an importance which
deserves the close attention of palmists. My system gives
the key to the hand, and it proves that the ancients were
right in connecting astrological influences with palmistry.

Psychometry, &c.—This system will give great assistance
to psychometrists, &c. The powers of psychics vary greatly,
and by having the key to these fluctuations they will be able
to use their remarkable powers to the best advantage. The
psychometrist is an unconscious astrologer, and the etheric
vibrations to which he is susceptible are born in the solar
system.

Physiognomy, Phrenology, Graphology, &:e.—Students of
these subjects will be able to give, with the help of my
system, information of a kind now only available to palmists,
psychometrists, and astrologers.

A strology.—I claim to have traced out the operations of
the great natural laws or causes in astrological influences,
and I have formulated a theory which will place this sub-
ject on a rational and scientific basis.

From my investigations I have ascertained : (1.) That the
law of planetary influences, &c., on the native is practically
an extension of the law of gravity ; (2.) That the earth’s
etheric atmosphere or zodiac is excited by the sun’s zodiac,
and, in accordance with the law of action and reaction, it is
similar as to quality or intensity, and opposite as to
direction, containing all the influences of the Heliocentric
positions of the planets; (3.) That astrologers, by taking
the earth’s zodiac as a fixed quantity, are continually being
led astray in their deductions through the reasoning
faculties.

It will be found that no great progress can be made in
tracing out the sequence of cause and effect in psychic
phenomena without the help of a scientific system of
astrology (or, for that matter, the great scientific problems
such as chemical affinity, gravity, &c).

Unfortunately, I find it impossible to secure for my dis-
covery the attention it deserves, owing to the natural preju-
dice against astrology, together with the fact that there is
little or no continuity of thought and purpose among
students of the various sections of occultism, such as exists
in scientific circles. The assistance, therefore, of all those
who are interested in tracing out natural causes in psychic
phenomena is urgently needed.

F. A. Loxa.

For further particulars apply to F. A. Long, 6, Chaddes-
den Parade, Cricklewood, N.W.; or E.Marsh Stiles, 12, St.
Stephen’s-mansions, Westminster, S.W.; or the Secretary,
Homolegical Institution, 126, Cromwell-road, S.W.

. A STIMULATING THoUGHT.—Let consecration, conserva-
tion, and - concentration be mottoes to guide you through
life.—F. A. WicGIN.
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MRS. CORNER IN GLASGOW.

Glasgow, during the last three weeks, has had the plea-
sure and privilege of witnessing nine materialising séances
with the well-known medium, Mrs. Elgie Corner (Florrie
Cook). It is but simple justice to the medium to state that
they have been throughout uniformly successful and con-
vincing. They were conducted under particularly strict
test conditions, which Mrs. Corner urged should be adopted
for the satisfaction of the sitters. The séances were beld in
different houses, where she was an entire stranger, and on
every occasion she was tied and sealed in such a manner as
to preclude any possibility of fraud. On several occasions
her clothing was examined by lady sitters immediately
previous to the séance, and at one of the séances a gentle-
man who was present asked permission to sew, round the
wrists, the tape with which she was fastened. It is pleasing
to be able to record that the gentleman expressed entire
satisfaction with the condition of the fastenings on
examination after the séance.

All who have had the privilege of sitting with Mrs.
Corner will be familiar with the ¢ Captain’ and ‘ Marie,’ who
are seldom, if ever, absent when she is under control. The
former, as usual, directed the conduct of the séances, and
although unseen his voice was clearly heard. ‘Marie’ was
not only heard and seen but a number of friends had the
opportunity of shaking her hands and examining her
drapery. Not only were these spirit friends in evidence,
but the forms of two children, a nun, a gentleman in even-
ing dress, and others, were seen on different occasions, and
in some instances recognised. One of the children, a girl,
was recognised by her father, who was present, and although
the power was waning at the time it was still sufficient to
enable the spirit to wave her hand in a manner recognised
as characteristic of her while in this life.

The séances have been both impressive and convincing,
and have gone a long way to convince doubters of the truth
of Spiritualism.

It should be mentioned that the rooms in which the
séances were held were lit by two photographic dark-room
lamps, the sitters being clearly visible to each other in the
subdued light.

ArcHIBALD M. ARTHUR,

9, Buckingham-terrace, Partick.
ANDREW MACKELLAR,

493, Victoria-road, Glasgow.

November 26th, 1900.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Drawing
Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for
7.30 p.m., on Friday neat, December 14th (admission by ticket
only), when the friends present will be invited to narrate,
briefly, the particulars of any

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

of an abnormal character, the record of which may possibly
be of service to students of psychical phenomena and
philosophy.

In accordance with Rule XV. of the Avticles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected after
October 1st are taken as for the remainder of the present
year and the whole of 1901.

OCCULTISM.

A correspondent writes: ‘Being a student of occult
subjects and anxious to know more of its mysteries, I should
be greatly obliged if, through ¢ LicaT,” you could put me into
communication with a teacher of this science.

‘Occurrist.
[If any of our readers can assist our correspondent we shall

be happy to forward any letters that may be sent,
u.ddresseg to our care for ‘ Occultist.’—Ep. ‘ L1cHT."]




586

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE,
LONDON, W.C.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER Sth, 1900.

EDITOR E. DAWSON ROGERS.

Assisted by a Staff of able Contributors.

SUBSORIPTION RATES. —‘LIGHT’ may be had free by post on the follow-
ing terms :—Twelve months, 10s. 10d.; six months, 5s. 5d. Pavments
to be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70c. To France,

13 francs 86 centimes.
Light,

A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.
PrioE TWOPENCE WEEKLY.

COMMUNIOATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to
the Editor, Office of ‘LigHT.’ 110. St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.O.
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to
Mr. E. W. Wallis, Office of ‘L1GET, and not to the Editor.
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to Mr. E. W.
Wallis, and should invariably be crossed ¢ & Co.

¢LIGRT’ may also be obtained from E. W.ALLEN, 4, Ave Maria-lane,
London, and all Booksellers.

APPLICATIONS by Mewbers and Associates of the London Spiritualist
Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance Library should
be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D, Godfrey, Office of the
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.

DOWSING AND DIVINING.

The latest Part of the Proceedings of the Society for
Psychical Research (XXXVIIL.), published by Kegan Paul
and Co., is of very great value, 285 out of its 318 pages
being occupied by a brilliant contribution from Professor
W. F. Barrett, ¥.R.S., on ¢ The so-called Divining Rod,” and
an exhaustive review of Janet’s ¢ Néuroses et Idées fixes,
and Flournoy’s ¢Des Indes a la plancte Mars,” by Mr.
Myers. This last has already been discussed by us, and we
now turn with keen interest to Professor Barrett’s records
of a long, open-minded and most patient investigation.

By far the greater part of the Professor’s Study is
historical and biographical, rich in reports of careful
experiments and deserving, as they are sure to receive,
very serious attention. But what chiefly concerns us is the
last Part, containing inferences, suggestions and conclusions,
throughout the whole of which Professor Barrett holds the
balance with a steady hand.

On one point he is clear ;—that dowsing, or water-finding
by the so-called ‘divining rod,’ is a fact, explain it how we
will. He says: ‘The operations of a good dowser are
attended with unquestionable success, a success far beyond
that which mere chance coincidence can account for.” Deal-
ing with one of the many remarkable successes of Mullins,
Professor Barrett tells us that he has talked the matter
over with Mr. J. R. Kilroe, of the Geological Survey of
Ireland, who says that a lucky fluke on the part of the
dowser, though conceivable, is almost incredible. Before
Mullins appeared, three borings had been made, on scientific
advice, in places near the spot selected by Mullins ; one of
these borings had heen made on the advice of Mr. Kinahan,
F.G.S., of the Geological Survey, and yet in each case no
water was found. The chances of hitting a line of gault or
porous stratum were, therefore, extremely small ; and yet
Mullins not only hit the right spot but predicted the exact
depth of the fissure, within a foot or two, and was right in
the volume of water that was found. This is a specimen of
a vast number of cases, a long-continued study of which has
convinced Professor Barrett that one more ‘absurdity’ is to
be added to the réperfoire of the men of science.

Passing on to the question, ‘What is it pulls the
trigger 7’ we find the Professor naturally tentative, and
moving about searching for causes like one of his dowsers
sensing water. At last the twig turns. But that anticipates.
‘Surface signs” have been suggested as an explanation, or,
as Professor Barrett puts it, ‘some sub-conscious process of
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observation on the part of the dowser, or hyperasthetic
discernment of surface-signs too faint or complex to be
perceived by the ordinary observer” Thus the surface-
signs may unconsciously influence the ‘hydroscope,’ as a
certain celebrated water-finder, Abbé Paramelle, was called.
This same Abb¢é Paramelle, in fact, professed that surface-
signs guided him, but he was attacked and had to defend
himself, and probably was glad enough to be rid of any
suggestion that he was uncanny. Professor Barrett is not
satisfied with the Abbé’s explanation, but says: *The
rapidity and certainty with which Paramelle is stated, on
trustworthy evidence, to have located the site, probable
depth and volume of water in wells under fifty feet deep,
can hardly be accounted for by an exercise of ordinary
conscious observation and judgment. It is much more like
an act of intuition, for, between 1839 and 1854, he had
located 10,000 sources of underground water, and his
failures appear to have been only from 5 to 10 per cent. of
the whole.” Moreover, the help of surface-signs disappears
when the water is located under buildings or under made
ground or beneath, say, thirty or forty feet of ‘drift.’

Professor Barrett is inclined to dismiss all physical
canses. ‘No,” he says, ‘the key to the mystery that
remains must, in my opinion, be sought in the psychical and
not in the physical world.” Speaking generally, it may turn
out to be necessary to class dowsers with clairvoyants, and
clairvoyants, as we know, give information sub-consciously
which ‘often transcends the ordinary sense perceptions.’
To the sub-conscious or subliminal self ‘the elements of
time and space have not the same limitations as they have
to our conscious self,” and the result of special experi-
ments made by Professor Barrett affords considerable
support to the hypothesis of some kind of clairvoyant
faculty in the dowser; and this clairvoyant faculty,
wherever found and whatever the form of its manifesta-
tiors, carries us to a realm of mystery where we are truly
helpless, so far as any explanation is concerned. We can
only note and admit facts ; we cannot explain. What is
it that enables a perhaps poor and untaught woman to go,
in sleep, into a town hundreds of miles away, to see
and describe objects, to observe persons and report their
actions, and to diagnose disease? What is it that enables
another to experience prevision, an experience altogether
beyond our comprehension ?  Science, or rather, some men
of science do not as yet ‘recognise any such super-sensory
extension of knowledge,” but we entirely agree with the
Professor that, in years to come, ‘we shall see in all these
phenomena the manifestation of the transcendental subject
which lies in the background of our being, and remains
unrevealed to our self-consciousness.’

Thus we have been led, from the study of such a matter-
offact and practical question as the discovery of under-
ground water by the dowser, to ‘the very centre and
mystery of our complex personality.” True, but we have
not solved the mystery, and we never shall until we see in
this inner sclf, which laughs at space and time, the real
man. And even then we shall not solve it. Thank God,
it will ever remain,—¢allure to brighter worlds, and lead
the way.’

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Several communications are unavoidably held over for a
future issue.

¢ H. B’—Many thanks, but, by the time we have published a
report of the address and of the discussion whic
followed, we fancy that our readers will have had enough
of the subject for the present.

Wuar NexT 7—A large drapery firm in London announces
a ‘Grand Christmas Bazaar,” and adds, ¢ Lady Palmist, inter-
views free.” Surely these people are up-to-date.






















