


546

assume that what holds good in the present life, that what
is a part of man’s very structure here, will continue here-
after. We may give up entirely the notion of a material
hell, but we cannot give up the doctrine of retribution.
Suffering must follow sin, and therefore to appeal to fear is
not only legitimate, but it is in accordance with the struc-
ture of man’s nature. Let us grant that the descriptions of
hell are figurative. Let us admit that men have blundered
in accepting as literal what was intended to be figurative.
Let us grant that there is no material lake of torment.
Yet, after all, is there not something back of the imagery ?
Is there not something real—so real that men may well
strive to escape it? Can it be well with him who passes
hence in his sins?

Again admitted, but again we are no nearer the
¢orthodox’ Hell. Retribution is not reserved for the
Unseen : it is a fact here and now, as Dr. Shinn points out.
¢It is the working out of laws under which we are now
living” Here and now, the judgment is ‘a separation
from goodness, a loss of spiritual power, afalling below the
ideal.’

Once more admitted: but the old Hell is only put
farther away by an ¢ orthodoxy’ like that.

Swami Abhedananda, writing in the ‘New York
Journal,” gives an instructive summary of the Vedanta
philosophy or system of religion. In the course of this he
says :—

The grand truth of unity in variety in religion has been
discovered by the Vedantic sages in India. Therefore their
religion is built not around a particular prophet, but on
universal principles ; it does not depend on a particular book,
but on the spiritual laws of nature.

Hundreds of sects existin India, but a student of Vedanta
never interferes with any of them. He says that each
individual has perfect liberty to follow any creed or denomi-
nation which he sincerely wants to follow. The religion of
Vedanta embraces all religions, sects and creeds.

A Vedantist is neither a Christian nor a Mohammedan,
nor a Buddhist, nor a Jain, nor a Hindoo in the ordinary
sense of the word, yet in principle he is one with all. He
does not belong to any particular sect or creed, but he is a
member of all sects and creeds that exist on earth. He has
no quarrel with any sect or creed. A Christian or a
Mohammedan or a Buddhist or a Jain will become a Vedan-
tist when he will understand the universal principles of all
religions, and when he will see that all religions are but so
many paths which lead to the same goal, are like so many
radil which converge to the one centre, the ETERNAL
TRUTH.

As we read this, we seem to be facing a mirror in which
we see oursclves, or at all events, the reflection of our
cherished desires and aims. We need not regard Spirit-
ualism as a Religion ; but the religion of the spirit, which
it teaches, also teaches us to see universal principles, and to
recognise glimpses of truth wherever we find them.

Mr. A. T. Quiller-Couch’s new book, ‘Old Fires and
Profitable Ghosts’ (Cassell and Co.), needs its sub-title, ‘A
book of stories.” There is extremely little about ‘ ghosts’
in it, and we wonder why the word was introduced. Are
ghost-stories so very attractive—or fashionable ? There is
just one pretty ghost-story, ‘A pair of hands’—very
unbelievable, the world will say, only it so happens that
we know somebody across the road who affirms a precisely
similar experience. The other stories are, for the most
part, simply studies for entertainment,— first-class magazine
work. It is a treasure for a railway journecy or short
voyage. Not much more.

¢The Lamp’ says:—

The Chinese Minister to the United States recently
expressed his ideas about religion. ‘I have no quarrel,” he
said, ¢ with any religion that is based on a foundation of
virtue. If they all bid one to do good and deter one from
doing evil, I say let them all go on. If there is a reward in
some future life for good deeds done on earth, if there is a
heaven for the righteous, there must surely be many ladders
leading up to it, just as there may be many staircases in a
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house. To say that there is only one ladder is too narrow ;
for me. If there is any reward for any, I believe it will bg-
for all good people. Some Christians say that except yoy
believe in Christ you cannot be saved. I am broader t
that doctrine. My religion comprehends them all’ ;
If that is a representative view of the opinions of his
fellow-countrymen, what is the matter with the religion o(l
China ? |

¢The Freethinker’ has indulged in an ill-informed and
ill-natured assault upon Spiritualism and its mediums. Its
remarks upon Henry Slade are especially foolish. In no
particular is it accurate. We admit that Mr. Watts has
fairly well stated the popular opinion and the prejudiced
version of the facts, but he ought to know better than to
retail these for real frecthinkers. There is no bondage so
bad as bondage to popular opinions and prejudiced versions.
The usual lying about the trial of Henry Slade and what
followed is ¢ enough to provoke a saint.’

An American humourist tells us of a new M,
Malaprop who says she does so like to sce a clergyman in the
pulpit with his ¢surplus.’ Even the poor Spiritualist
lecturer likes that too.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

In the interest of those Members and Associates who
find it impracticable or inconvenient to attend evening
meetings, it has been decided to hold a

DRAWING ROOM MEETING

in the French Room, St. James’s Hall, Piccadilly, on Friday
next, November 23rd, from 3.30 p.m. to 5 p.m., for conver-
sation and the answering of questions bearing upon subjects
discussed in ¢ LiGHT, and at the usual fortnightly meetings
of the Alliance.

Afternoon Tea at 4.30 p.n.

Admission will be by ticket only. Tickets have been sent
to the Members and Associates.

A meeting of Members and Associates will be held in
the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance
from Piccadilly), at 7 for 7.30 p.m., on Friday, November
30th, when

MR. ROBERT M. THEOBALD, M.D.

Will give an Address on the Question—
‘Is a Spiritualist Church Needed?’

In accordance with Rule XV. of the Articles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected after
October 1st are taken as for the remainder of the present
year and the whole of 1901.

A WiNTeEr Nicur’s REVERIE.—Sweeter than the day-
dreams of summer is the tranquil hour spent musing upon
the borders of the Good-night Country which lies—some-
where in a moon-lit, dim, forsaken Fairy-land—beyond the
flickering of the firelight shadows drifting between tea-
time and bed-time. These seeming idle dreams ! Dreams
perchance !—yet who can say ’tis not ‘ the spirit rising o'er
its clay.’ Let us attune ourselves a little more to these
Harmonies in half-tints and under-tones ; nothing unfitting
for the work-a-day. Just a little turning of the inward ear
to listen to the music that is sublime, and ‘The Voices that
are Eternal’—a little turning of the inward eye to catch
some fleeting glimpses of the Land of Beautiful
Shadows—for there lies Light, and that which no scientist
can measure—a glory no enterprise can seize ! In this hour
of the night, we may almost feel the presence of something
that has gone from us—the touch of a dear hand that we
shall hold no more—nor feel the gentle influence subduing
all the baser part of us, nevermore, never. Ah, no!
isn’t true, God, is it?—(From ‘Stray Leaves,’ Prose and
Verse, by Tvax HicL.)
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A CLERGYMAN’S TESTIMONY.

We have more than once referred, with expressions of
appreciation, to the very valuable book, ‘Man and the
Spiritual World,” by the Rev. Arthur Chambers, Vicar
of Brockenhurst, Hants ; and we think our readers will
be interested in the following narrative, given by the
author, of his experience with a trance medium, with
whose utterances he scems to have been greatly and
favourably impressed :—

‘A few months ago I was invited by intimate friends to
meet at their house a young man, an acquaintance of theirs,
who had recently manifested extraordinary powers that
astonished himself, and upset the ideas of the members of
the religious community to which he belonged. These good
people (like the Pharisees in conflict with our Lord) did not
hesitate to tell him that the cause of what he exhibited
was Satanic—an explanation, by the way, that has been
very often put forth to account for anything in any degree
supernormal.

‘On the occasion to which I am referring, I conversed
with this young man for some time on ordinary topics, and
discovered that he was by no means a well educated person.
He dropped his aspirates, made grammatical blunders, and
badly constructed his sentences. I mention this only because
it has an important bearing upon what afterwards occurred.

“After we had conversed awhile, he suddenly moved
uneasily, and appeared to faint, and remained for about
five minutes motionless, his eyes being closed.

‘ My friends had previously seen him in this condition,
and told me he was under control, and in a trance-state. I
had seen persons entranced, and determined to carefully
note whatever might happen.

“At length, the young man slightly raised himself in the
chair in which he was reclining, and, with his eyes still
closed, commenced to speak in a language unknown to me,
and in a tone of voice not at all resembling his own.

¢ Among those present was a lady who had spent several
years in India. She had never seen the young man before.

‘When he commenced speaking, she whispered to me that
he was talking in Hindustanee—a tongue with which she
was sufliciently acquainted to be able to recognise it.

‘I inquired of my friends if the young man himself knew
that language. They said that in his normal state he had
no knowledge of it (which seemed exceedingly probable) ;
but that under control he spoke it {luently.

‘T asked who the control was, and they told me he was
the spirit of a man who, in earth-life, had been a ITindoo of
high caste and culture.

‘I asked how they knew that, and they stated the
control himself had declared it.

‘I next asked my friends if questions put by me would
be heard and answered. They veplied that the young man
was unconscious of all that took place while lie was in the
trance condition, but the control could hear, and on a pre-
vious occasion had answered questions through the vocal
organs of the young man.

¢ Now, [ give, as accurately as [ can remember, the con-
versation that then ensued. The answers were given in
English, and the words were pronounced exactly as a
foreigner would pronounce them. Now and again the
speaker would pause for a moment, as if casting about for a
word. Sometimes he failed to remember it, and when 1 gave
it, thanked me, and continued.

‘QuesTioN : You claim —do you not—to be a spiritual
intelligence, speaking through the physical organs of Mr. A.?

*ANSWER : Yes.

¢ QuUEsTION : Who are you ?

CANswer: [am a man who lived in India, when in the
earth-life, and spent a great portion of my time in studying
the truths that relate to this World in which [ now am.

‘Qurstion : Is Mr. A. conscious that you are speaking
through him ?

*ANswER : No. The controlling power of his material
body, which is his spirit-body, is in a state of unconscious-
ness, and / am exercising the control.

‘QuesTioN : If you, as you say, are taking the place of
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the spirit of Mr. A., in regard to his physical body, has %is
spirit left that body ?

¢ ANSWER : Yes.

‘QUESTION : Where is it, or rather, where is he ?

¢ ANSWER : In this room, in a state of unconsciousness.

‘QUEsTION : But how can that be? Can a man’s spirit
leave his body before death ?

‘ANSWER : Most certainly it can, and does, at times. But
you as a teacher of the Bible should know that truth.

‘QuestIoN : Does the Bible, then, declare it ?

*ANSWER : Most assuredly. Does not an apostle say that
he was caught up into the third sphere of the Spiritual
World ; and yet his earthly body did not die until some
years afterwards ?

‘QUESTION : Yes, I am familiar with that statement ; but
St. Paul himself did not seem to be quite sure whether he
was in his outer body, or out of it.

¢ ANSWER : That is quite possible. Many persons, after
passing through what you call “dying,” having left the
earthly body behind, do not, for awhile, realise that it has
been cast off. They are still, after the change, so really men
and women. The apostle, when he had the experience
mentioned, was out of his earthly body, and the latter was
in a state of trance.

‘QuesTioN : When the spirit of a person is outside his
body, is the connection between the spirit and the body
maintained ?

‘ANSWER : Yes ; were it not, the earthly body would die.

¢ QuesTIoN : Would it under such circumstances be pos-
sible to break the connection between an external spirit and
its earthly body ?

“ANSWER : Yes. A sudden shock might bring it about.
Hence, to violently arouse a person in a state of trance
(when very often the spirit is absent from the body) is very
dangerous. It may break the connection, and then the body
would die.

‘QuestioN : [ have taught, and still teach, that the
separation of the spirit and spirit-body from its earthly
encasement takes place shortly «fter death. Am I right in
this ?

‘ANswER : No: you are wrong. The scparation takes
place immediately before the death of the body.

‘QuEesTIoN : That rather astonishes me.

“ANswER: 1 will explain. A little while before death
the spirit-body of a person releases itself from the physical
form and floats at full length above the latter, with which
it is still connected by something not unlike a fine cord.
The physical body, as yet, is still alive, but it no longer con-
tains the man. He is in the spirit-body, but unconscious.
When that fine spiritual cord is snapped, the separation is
effected, and the material life expires. You have the physi-
cal counterpart of this cord in the connection that exists
between the mother and the babe at birth. The severance
of a cord is the preliminary of the entrance of both the man
and the babe into a higher plane of being.

‘QuestioN : May I ask you a few other questions %

CANswer : Certainly.

“QuestioxN : What is your object in controlling the body
of Mr. A.?

CAnsweR @ To establish a communication through him
with the world I have left.

‘QuestioN : For what end ?

fAxswer: To try and convince men of the fact of a
World of Spirit.

‘QuestionN : But, surely, that fact is acknowledged,
is it not 7 We Christians, for example, acknowledge it.

CANSWER: Yes; in a way. Your Bible is full of testi-
mony regarding it, and you profess to accept its teaching ;
but not one in every thousand who attend your churches
grasps the truths concerning the Spiritual World that
Scripture declares.

‘QuesTioN : Is not that too sweeping an assertion ?

CANsWER: No; you well know that many who read
their Bible school themselves to think that all the spiritual
facts recorded therein actually did take place thousands of
years ago ; but ask them to believe that like things are
happening now ; what will they say 7 Will they not declare
it to be incredible and absard ?

“QuestioN : Are they wrong?
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‘ANSWER : Why ask such a question? Do you suppose
that the Spiritual World is now different from what it was
before, and at the time when Christ sojourned on your
earth? Nearly all the phases of spiritual manifestation
described in the Bible are present occurrences.

‘QuEsrTIoN : If that be so, how comes it that the truth is
not better realised ?

¢ ANSWER : Because the tendency of men’s minds is too
materialistic. When that is the case, a revelation of the
Spiritual becomes more difficult.

‘QuEsTioN : Why ?

¢ ANSWER : Because of the feebleness, through disuse, of
internal faculties by which the Spiritual can be apprehended.
You have the correspondence of this in the physical world.
Were you never to use your eyes and your ears there would
come a time when, although the organs might still remain,
it would be exceedingly difficult to get those eyes and ears
to perceive sights and sounds which exercised eyes and ears
can perceive.

‘QuesTION : Do you imply that many Christians who
believe in a World to come fail to perceive the whole truth
concerning the Spiritual ?

¢ ANSWER : Most certainly I do. If you doubt this, ques-
tion them on the point. Will you find more than one in
every hundred, or thousand, who has any idea of a Spiritual
World, except as a far-off Heaven at a future time ?

‘QursTIoN : I am afraid your assertion is true.

'ANSWER: Yes; but there is now an ever-increasing number
who are reading more intelligently their Bible, and per-
ceiving great truths disclosed therein, which have been lost
sight of during past centuries. A great wave of spiritual
influence is passing over your world now, and breaking
through the hard crust of materialistic thought and feeling.
Some of your great thinkers and preachers are beginning to
acknowledge the nearness of the Spiritual.

‘QuEsTION : Is it granted to all who leave the earth-life
to set up—as you claim to be doing—this phase of communi-
cation with the physical %

‘ANsWER: No; many wish to do so, but are not per-
mitted.

‘QuEstioN : Why so?

*ANSWER : In the case of many spirits, the wish does not
spring from a desire to benefit you on the earth plane, but
from a mere longing for contact with the world they have
left.

‘QuEsTION : Is this longing wrong ?

‘ANSWER : It is harmful, unless dictated and sanctified
by the promptings of love and unselfishness.

‘QuestioN : Explain, please; I do not fully understand
you.

‘ANsWER : If a spirit, not prompted by love and unselfish-
ness, control a person, he harms both himself and the person
he controls.

‘QuEsTION : In what way does he harm himself ?

‘ANSWER : By retarding his progress in the Spiritual
World. The desire to continue in close contact with the
physical, for the sake of the contact itself, checks his advance
on a higher plane of life and thought. In the case, however,
of physical contact being desired only that love and
unselfishness may find a field for exercise, the spirit is
unharmed, nay, more, he is often advanced by the experience.
Thus, the contact of Christ with the physical did not
diminish aught from the moral and spiritual excellence of
His being. His love and unselfishness grew grander thereby.

‘QUESTION : Tn what way does a spirit’s control injure
the person controlled when the spirit is actuated by nothing
beyond mere desire of physical contact ?

‘ANSWER : In the same way that the stronger mind of a
teacher of Jow moral tone will injure the boy placed
under his guidance. The spirits who control from no
motive of love, but only to satisfy a longing for the physical,
are low in the scale of moral being ; as low, and often far
lower, than those they control. No good can come from such.

‘QUESTION : But how comes it that this longing for the
physical remains in anyone who has passed from this world

into the Spiritual? Does not the change of the plane of
existence obliterate it ?

‘ANSWER : No. There are numbers in the Spirit-World
who, when living in your world. never lifted their thoughts
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and desires above the material. In tastes and inclinations
they were “of the earth, earthy.” They entered Spirit-life
in that state, and, untrained in the Spiritual, it is strange
and distasteful to them. They carried their instincts with
them, and longed to be back in the physical.

‘ Sometimes they are permitted to gratify their longing,
and then there happens that which is recorded in your New
Testament—evil spirits control the bodies and minds of
men. Christ, when on earth, could see such spirits, and
they could see Him, and it was His mission to cast them out.

‘QuEsTIoN : This, if true, is a terrible fact.

‘ANSWER : Yes, and it explains a great deal of the awful
crime that stains your earth. If you could see, as we on this
side do, you would behold your gin-palaces and drinking-
saloons thronged with troops of spirits, who in earth-life had
been drunkards, gamblers, and fornicators. Earth-bound,
and no longer able to satiate their still-existing desires, they
seek a gratification in frequenting their old haunts, and
inciting others to sin. Every unrepentant spirit let loose
by the hangman is a menace to society. Have you never
noticed that after an execution three or four murders follow
in rapid succession 7 Can you not see the cause of this }

‘QuesTIoN : Do all these evil and earth-bound spirits,
then, perpetually exercise this awful control ?

¢ ANSWER : Yours would be a fearful world if they did.
Few of them, comparatively, can exercise a physical control,
and only that when the will of their victim is too weak to
offer resistance. More commonly their control takes the
form of suggestion to the mind. But, happily, behind all
that lies the fact that evil is growing less in the universe of
God. So many of you fail to realise that God is working
for the triumph of good in the World of Spirit. In spite
of your Bible, which tells you Christ preached His Gospel to
spirits, that they might live unto God, you can only think
of Him as exercising His saving power on the restricted
field of earthly existence.

‘QuestIoN : That is a beautiful thought, but not a new
one to me. I have long since discarded the theology that
denies the truth that God’s “ mercy endureth for ever.” But
I have other questions I should like to put. Will you tell
me—is there not a great danger in regard to spirit-control

¢ ANsWER : Most certainly. That is why, in olden times,
all intercourse with *familiar spirits ” was forbidden to the
Israelites. The spirits who were then controlling men were
evil. They were the spirits of men who in earth-life had
lived in the grossest vice and impurity. Nothing but evil
could ensue from such control as that, and as the Israelites
themselves, at that period of their history, were but little
advanced in their knowledge of a Life Beyond (as seen in the
earlier books of the Bible), they were forbidden an inter-
course with spirits whose earthly surroundings had been of
such a character as to make them spirits of low moral type.
Probably you have noted that the age in which intercourse
with familiar spirits is so discountenanced yields a very
great deal of testimony in regard to intercourse with
spiritual beings of an eralted class. For instance, angel-
visits were frequent, and a servant of God after death—the
prophet Samuel—in spite of the existing prohibition,
appeared to the woman of Endor, and spoke to King Saul

‘ Later on, you find an apostle of Jesus Christ--who him-
self knew a great deal about the Spiritual World—showing
that he was sensible of the danger underlying spirit-control,
while acknowledging the possibilities of good in it. He
wrote : “Believe not every spirit ; but test the spirits, if
they are of God.”

‘QuestioN : Then persons who are under the control of
low spirits may be deceived ?

‘ANsWER: Yes. When the prophets of old, to whom
spiritual control was a common experience, threw themselves
open to the control of ignorant and lying spirits, they
became no longer prophets of God, but false prophets
What do you imagine the words mean—* A lying spirit io
the mouth of all His prophets”?

‘QuEsTION : Do you assert that persons can be ignorant
and untruthful in the Spiritual World? Does not their
entrance into that World at once enlighten them and make
lying an impossibility ?

¢ ANSWER : Persons enter the Spiritual World with pre-
cisely the same character, enlightenment, and disposition
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as that with which they leave your world, and go into a
sphere for which they are fitted. And there they remain
until, mentally, morally, and spiritually advanced, they are
fitted for a higher sphere. You in your world have persons
of all sorts and classes. So have we in our World ; persons
depraved, ignorant, cruel ; others, not so morally bad, but
ignorant of God and truth ; some, partially enlightened, but
exhibiting good traits of character and desire; others,
better, wiser, nobler, and so on, until a class of spiritual
beings is reached so exalted in knowledge and excellence
that many of us have never, as yet, seen them.

*QuEsTioN : Then I gather from your teaching that a
person who has but just entered the Spiritual World may
not be much better off than in this world ?

‘ANSWER : As regards his character, on entering our
World he is exactly what he was on leaving yours ; good or
bad ; godly or ungodly ; ignorant or enlightened ; or inany
condition that lies between these extremes. What you call
the “ act of dying” does not alter the character of a person ;
he that is unjust will be unjust still ; he that is
filthy will be filthy still ; he that is righteous will be
righteous still ; and he that is holy will be holy still. As
regards, however, his surroundings, he is better off with us
than with you. Every sphere of spiritual life, even the
lowest, is interpenetrated by influences and ministries of
good flowing into it from higher spheres. Consequently,
from the lower spheres there is a constant emigration of
spirits who are responsive to the good, and these pass to
higher planes of life and thought.

‘QUuESTION : But this fact is not grasped by great
numbers of Christians ; how is that ?

¢ ANSWER : Because so many of your teachers are pur-
blind. They read the Bible and fail to see the truths it
proclaims. What, for example, could more plainly assert
the truth of spirits progressing, than the statement of an
apostle, that Christ in our world preached to, and reclaimed,
a great number of spirits who in earth-life had been godless
and debased ? The fact is, the importation of Western ideas
into Christianity has acted banefully upon the latter. Old
Roman conceptions have made your theology hard, cruel,
and loveless ; (God is viewed as an Almighty Magistrate,
instead of a Father, and punishment as vindictive instead of
remedial.

¢ QuEsTION : Are all in your World readily responsive to
the leadings and impulses of good ?

¢ ANSWER : No, any more than persons in your world are.
Some have shaped such characters while in the earth-life
that for long after they come to us they remain insensible to
good, and only along the highway of bitter experience
can they rise to the better. Some, on the other hand,

have developed such noble characters on earth as to start
in Spirit-life in a high sphere, and these pass easily
onward.

¢ QUESTION :

to good ?

¢ ANswER : We in this life do not possess fore-knowledge

any more than you do ; but we know that God is supreme,
and the ever-widening stream of tendency is towards Him.
But why ask me about this matter? You, as a clergyman,
believe the Bible, do you not? Consult that Book. Does
it not tell you that God will one day be “all in all ”; that
every will in His universe is ultimately to bow to Him ; and
that His Christ will not rest so long as one lost sheep has
not been found?

¢ QUESTION : Yes, that is so ; but hundreds of thousands

believe in an everlasting Hell. Must there not be a basis
for that idea?

¢ ANsWER: Undoubtedly. That terrible libel on the

power and goodness of God is built up on two words in your
Bible wrongly translated.

¢ QuEsTION : Which words

¢ ANSWER : You know them ; I have Zeard you speak about

the mistranslation.
¢ (The words referred to are these : “These shall go away
into everlasting punishment” (Matt. xxv. 46 v.). Every
scholar knows that the Greek of this passage means an age-
long pruning. “Pruning” is a discipline with a view to
improvement.)

¢ QUESTION : Many of the things you have told me appear

Do you assert that all will ultimately yield

L.IGHT.

549

like familiar truths, and yet I cannot tell when, or where, I
learned them. Is this not strange %

‘ANSWER : No; you have been taught them.

‘QuEsTION : By whom ?

* ANSWER : By several in our World who are guiding you.

‘QuEsTION : But I am not controlled ?

‘ANsWER : Not physically, but you are mentally. They
impress your mind with a thought, and you clothe it with
language and ideas.

‘ QUESTION : [s this possible ?

‘ANSWER : Read your Bible for the answer.
(or as it should be more correctly termed,
suggestion”) is a fact.

‘QUESTION : Are men, then, st/ being guided in this way?

‘ANSWER: Yes ; many are. Have I not told you that a
great wave of spiritual energy is now passing from our
World to yours?

‘QuEesTION : May we hope, then, that men, as time goes
on, will better understand the truth concerning the Spiritual
than they have hitherto done?

‘ANSWER : Most assuredly. Have you not, yourself,
received the testimony of hundreds that they are craving
for clearer light than the schoolmen give? That craving is
the forerunner of enlightenment.

*QuesTIoN : Will the Bible be superseded ?
¢ AI\SWER No; but it w1ll be better understood

Inspiration
“gpiritual

‘At this pomt of the conversa.hon, I put a questxon (I
cannot remember what it was) which drew forth a reply
marvellous for the depth of thought and beauty of expres-
sion contained therein. The reply was concerning God, and
the fact that character finds its highest development when
Self-hood is absorbed in love and concern for others. It was
a long statement, and took, at least, fifteen minutes to
deliver.

‘I could not reproduce it if I tried. I candidly admit
that T have not the ability to do so.

‘I have listened to the sermons of many noted preachers,
but no one of them has equalled, in sublimity of idea and
charm of diction, this sermon.

¢When it was finished, the young man fell gently back-
ward in the chair in which all this time he had been sitting,
and, except for a few convulsive twitches of his body,
remained for three minutes motionless. Then he opened his
eyes, seemed dazed, as if awakening from sleep, recovered
bimself, and asked for water.

‘Later in the evening, I engaged him in conversation ;
but the contrast was marked —only the mind of the ordinary
young man expressed itself.

‘In connection with this incident, there are two facts I
wish to mention. One is that, during the whole of the con-
versation and oration, I carefully watched to see if the
young man would betray himself were he playing an assumed
part. As I have stated, the conversation, on his side, was
conducted in English, but with a very pronounced foreign
accent.

¢ Admitting the possibility that he might be an iinpostor,
would he momentarily forget that he had to be a Hindoo,
and, perchance, drop the accent ?

‘Not once did he do so. Surely a difficult feat for an
impostor—who was not a clever person—under the prolonged
strain of a conversation such as I have outlined !

‘The other fact is this. Those present on the occasion
were convinced that the young man, of himself, neither
possessed the intellectual talents to conceive, nor the educa-
tional advantages to express, the thoughts embodled in lus
address.’

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

¢J. C. K’—In our next.

¢A. G’—Shall have due attention.

‘Charcot Hospital.'—Under consideration.

‘E. K. B’—Thanks! Hope to print your kind communica-
tion in our next issue.

Pasupati N. Satyaratna.—Your manuscript is gratefully
acknowledve Shall be pleased to use it as soon as

ossib

L }B G Glea.bly obliged, but do not think the incident
important enough for notlce, especially as it does not
seem to be very well authenticated.
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A CLUSTER OF QUESTIONS.

One of our esteemed Indian correspondents, whose
opinions and inquiries we highly value, asks us a series of
questions which, although in some respects clementary, are
quite to the point. We prefer to reply to him in public.
Indeed, with one hand held out to us and one to inquirers
all around him, he suggests a public reply. But, although
we fall in with his suggestion, it must not be understood
that we profess any greater knowledge than himself, still
less that we can speak in any way authoritatively. We are
all seekers :—even the unseen peopie secem to be seekers, as
they differ in their replies almost as widely as we poor
gropers in this ‘ muddy vesture of decay.’

The questions are these :—

What is the condition in which a man exists beyond the
change called death ?

What are the actual goings on in the future life ?

Is there any scientific basis of proof as to the existence of
a spirit-world ?

Can spirits communicate with us? and have they the
power of establishing their identity

What is the condition of the departed spirit immediately
after it has ‘shuffled off its mortal coil ’1

Is there an intermediate state

Can the doctrine of reincarnation be reconciled with the
theory of Spiritualism or the theory of the progressive
development of the soul where there can never be a retro-
gression ?

We ought perhaps to apologise to the large majority of
our readers for setting forth such elementary questions as
most of these are: hut we need to be patient: and we need
more frequently to remember the need of ‘food for habes.’
We probably take it too much for granted that ‘everybody
knows that.” What strikes us most, however, in these
questions is the quaint supposition that we may possibly
know everything about a state of being concerning which
we may nevertheless reasonably ask whether there is any
scientific proof of its existence. Here, for instance, are these
two amazing questions side by side: ¢ What are the actual
goings on in the future life ?” and ‘Is there any scientific
basis of proof as to the existence of a spirit-world ?” It is
as though one asked ‘Give me details as to the menu’; and
then followed that up with the question: ‘Is there any
evidence that there was a dinner party ?’  We really must
put the matter in that light-hearted way in order to show
exactly what we mean.

Suppose we take these two questions first, and reverse
their order. It might sufficc to refer this or any other
questioner to the books which grapple with this subject,
and in a very effective way : but we may as well say that
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the emphasis must always be laid on the word ‘basis,’ unless
we include the experiments at séances among scientific
proofs as, in truth, in a sense, they are. If the unseen
people really do one tenth of the things they are supposed
to do, we want little more to furnish a workable scientifie
basis. But, beyond this, it is a fact that Science is now
carrying us far beyond all forms and modes of Matter, and
landing us on the margin of an infinite and inscrutable sea
from which all Matter is born and in which all things are
possible.

As for ‘the actual goings on’ in that spirit-world, we are
afraid our information is not only limited but contradictory.
Only one thing is certain,—that death makes no sudden
change in the personality and character. The ending here
is the beginning there : and we are fully entitled to infer
that the old attachments, interests and affections persist
with the spirit, as indeed a part of its very self. This again
suggests a continuation of one’s life-work, the guardianship
of beloved friends, the helping of those with whom the
spirit is at one, whether for good or evil, and probably the
gradual promotion to higher forms of life and activity in
the infinite Universe.

This practically answers the first question,—* What is
the condition in which a man exists beyond the change
called death ?” That condition is obviously determined by
the ruling affections of the spirit. But, if ¢ condition’ refers
to mode rather than to character of being, it may be sug-
gested that an etheric world or sphere will be absolutely real
to an etheric being,—in all probability more real than this.
The evidence is fairly strong in support of the belief that
multitudes of persons are unaware that they have ¢ died,
and do not at first believe it when assured of it. The
shuffling off of the mortal coil only means that the spirit-
self (the real self) is brought into direct contact with the
spirit-world, that the instrument is laid down and the direct
self-sense brought into play. And this again indicates the
reply to another question lower down.

The question concerning the power of spirits to com-
municate and to establish their identity goes, of course, to
the root of the matter. As to the first, we can only say
that it is a pure matter of experiment ; but, a priori, it
ought to be deemed possible or even probable. If a
¢ departed ’ spirit retains its real personality, with its ruling
affections and interests, and if it exists in a real world, of
probably keener life than this, with more direct possibilities
of control over the great subtile causes, what more likely
than that it should communicate with those it has apparently
left ? The real wonder is that this communication is not
a common-place of daily life. But we have to depend
on infrequent experiences which suggest or practically
demonstrate communications, concerning which, however,
testimony alone is not usually of much avail.

As for the spirit’s power to establish its identity, that is
a subject of extreme difficulty. It is probably best to accept,
at least tentatively, what is claimed as to this : but always
remembering that we are very imperfectly acquainted with
the laws that govern spirit-communion, and also mindful of
the fact that spirits can probably, under certain conditions,
read our thoughts and pick up in various ways all they want
to know, in order to personate anyone. No harm will be
done if we are careful to be at once receptive and cautious,
kindly and self-reliant. But surely, in the vast majority of
cases, it is reasonable to assume that one’s visitor knows
who he is and has no particular motive for cheating.

The question concerning an intermediate state grows, we
think, out of the antiquated notion that the unseen world
is sharply divided into two compartments, usually called
‘Heaven’ and ‘Hell” But we have got far beyond that
crudity. There are millions of intermediate states, answer-
ing to millions of types of character. ¢ Inmy Father’s house
are many dwellings,’ said Jesus. A great truth! Law,






















