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In ¢ The Ideal Review’ for October (New York, U.S.),
Mr. Henry Frank continues his terrific assaults upon the
creed of Calvinism. Is it necessary ? Alas, yes. But how
strange, how awful, this creed looks when one has got clean
away from it for a time and is then suddenly confronted
with it! It is ‘The Westminster Confession of Faith’ that
Mr. Frank rightly takes as setting forth the creed of
Calvin,—a terrible document! Perhaps the following
sentences, taken from that creed, are as shocking as any-
thing ever written ; and yet they once belonged to what
was practically the creed of Christendom : —

By the decrees of God, some men and angels are pre-
destined unto everlasting life, and others foreordained to
everlasting death. These angels and men thus predestinated
and foreordained are particularly and unchangeably
designed : and their numger is so certain and definite that
it cannot be either increased or diminished.

Of course, if this only means, ‘ What is to be will be,
the creed is simply thin commonplace : but if it means,—
as it did mean originally (and as it goes on to affirm)—that
the Master of this earthly house is doing as He pleases with
His own, saving some and damning others, only hecause
He so wills it,—then it is rank blasphemy. So, at least,
says Mr. Frank.

¢ Suggestive Therapeutics * (Chicago), edited by Sydney
Flower, LL.D., is a novelty. Its sixty pages for October
contain about ninety separate paragraph articles, scrappy
enough, but uncommonly lively as a rule. But, in the end,
it seems a good deal like dining off mixed biscuits.

As we are hidding farewell once more to a summer,
a glorious summer, and think of all its revelations and
joys, we recall Whittier’s beautiful lines : —

The ocean looketh up to heaven,
As ’twere a living thing ;

The homage of its waves is given
In ceaseless worshiping.

They kneel upon the sloping sand,
As bends the human knee ;

A beautiful and tireless ban(i,
The priesthood of the sea.

The mists are lifted from the rills,
Like the white wing of prayer ;
They kneel above the ancient hills,

As doing homage there.

The forest tops are lowly cast
QO’er breezy hill and glen,
As if a prayerful spirit passed

On Nature as on men.

The sky is as a temple’s arch ;
The l);]ue and wavy air

Is glorious with the spirit march
Of messengers at prayer.

THE AMERICAN SPIRITUALISTIC CONVENTION.

The eighth annual convention of the National Spirit-
ualists’ Association of the United States of America and
Dominion of Canada was opened in Cleveland, Ohio, on
October 16th, and continued during the three following days.
The necessary 700 dollars were speedily forthcoming to
enable the association to take advantage of the munificent
gift of Mr. Theodore Mayer of the building in Washington,
which has been used for some years as the headquarters of
the association. The property is valued at 15,000 go]lzu's, and
Mr. Mayer stipulated that at least 10,000 dollars should be
raised as an endowment fund ; and this having been done,
he presented the title-deeds to the President, during the
convention, amid great enthusiasm. A number of useful
resolutions were adopted, and about a thousand dollars were
given or pledged for propaganda work, and six missionaties
are to be appointed to spread the gospel of Spiritualism
among the people. Mr. Harrison D. Barrett was re-elected
president, and the officers and trustees, with but one excep-
tion, were re-appointed. Good feeling and a hopeful, earnest
spirit seem to have prevailed, and a successful convention
has put fresh heart into the workers. The next annual
gathering is to be held in Washington,

LIGHT.
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MATTER ; AND BEHIND IT.

By tue Rev. J. Pace Horps.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the
London Spiritualist Alliance was held in the French
Room, St. James’s Hall, on Friday evening, the 2nd inst,,
to hear an address by the Rev. J. Page Hopps, on
‘Matter ; and behind it.” In the unavoidable absence of
the President (Mr. E. Dawson Rogers), the chair was
occupied by Mr. H. WITHALL, a member of the Council
of the Alliance.

Tue CHAIRMAN, in introducing the speaker, referred to
the increasing interest in Spiritualism, and the large acces-
sion of Members and Associates to the London Spirit-
ualist Alliance. He thought that this was greatly due tothe
way in which the Council conducted the affairs of the
society. On the Council were many excellent workers, and
among these there was no one who deserved more honour
and respect than the Rev. John Page Hopps, who was ever
willing to undertake work if he could possibly find the time,
and if not, he encouraged others to do so by his kindly,
optimistic spirit. Mr. Hopps was always ready to take part
in any of the meetings at which he was present, but on this
occasion they were very fortunate in getting him to occupy
the greater part of the evening.

Me. Horps then delivered the following thoughtful and
interesting address :—

MATTER; AND BEHIND IT.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth —
Genesis.

Behold I make all things new.—The Revelation.

The passing of one century and the dawning of another
inevitably suggests the reflection that every age brings its
fresh problems or its new significance, its altered vocabulary
or its changed meanings, its larger outlooks or its dissolving
views. It was never more true than it is to-day : and it is
true for us—so much so, that Materialists and Spiritualists,
long at war, may now meet on the shores of the infinite and
all-pervading mysterious ccean of Life, and confess that ¢ the
things which are not seen are eternal.’

Especially of Theism is this transformation true. The
once cherished and still surviving anthropomorphism of
nearly every form of Theism is becoming impossible. The
old picture of a giant on the ‘ great white throne’ is fading.
1t ought never to have been there, for it ought always to
have been plain that a Being who is omnipresent and omnis-
cient cannot be personal in our human sense, but that His
personality must be something as absolutely different from
ours as it is infinitely higher than ours.

In like manner, the old picture of a God keeping a book
in which He writes down all our deeds and words and
thoughts must be changed for the conception of an ever-
present God who makes all deeds and words and thoughts
register themselves in the universal Book of Life.

Have we not here

THE MOST VITAL SUBJECT

of this age ?—how to harmonise belief in God with a thought
of the Universe which presents it as a unity, as alive, and as
the manifestation of one omnipresent and ever-acting
Power, in every atom of its substance and every mode of its
life? In the gradually merging spheres of Science and
Religion this is the thought that stands out as the highest
attainment of this century, and that will be carried over to
the next with the keenest interest and the brightest hope.
We want a thought of God that will enable us to say :—
He is one, but not isolated : one, but not in one place more
than another : one, but manifested everywhere, observant
and aware in everything : He sees us because we are detected
every instant by something that is His, and through which
He acts : He hears and answers us because every thought is
a force, and because every longing opens a door or attracts
a co-operating power : He judges us because we are every
moment amenable to His Law, and made to stand before
the judgment-seat of effect and cause : He is a God nigh at
hand and not afar off, because, as we say in Our Father's
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Church, He is ‘ the inmost uplifting life of all things’: and
the whole duty and blessedness of man is to know ‘the
secret of the Lord,’ and to be at one with Him and it.

And now, can we find at least the beginning of
A SCIENTIFIC BASIS

for this belief—for this new spiritual Theism? I think we
can. Let us try: though time will sorely fail us.

Modern thought and discovery have entirely shifted the
centre of gravity, so that, whereas we used to end at Form,
we now pass on to Powers of which it is the expression.
Science, in its effort to find the spring, the fountain, of all
life, takes us now into the Unseen. It no longer ends with
crude Matter, but presses on to an analysis which lands us
in an Unseen Universe beyond. The ultimate Atom, or that
which is just beyond it, and to which everything has to be
traced, appears to be not Matter at all but a throb of Force,
or a Thrill. ‘In the beginning was the Word, says the
Bible. ‘In the beginning was the Thrill,’says Science. But
they appear to mean about the same thing. They both find
the secret of Life and Form in an emanation from an unseen
ocean of mysterious Thrills of Power.

It may be difficult to grasp it, but it is a fact that a
mighty wave of thought and knowledge bas lately carried us
to a truth which goes far towards freeing us from bondage
to what we have been calling ‘ Dead Matter,’ and carries us
right into the world of causes

BEYOND THE VEIL.

In truth, we have done with Matter, as something that
begins or ends in itself. What we call ‘ Matter’is only a
mode of manifestation of something prior and deeper. We
know that all the objects of sensation are the sheerest illu-
sions—useful illusions enough, for certain passing purposes,
but still illusions. Colour, Sound, Heat, Light and all the
rest are non-existent, apart from Consciousness. There is
nothing like them, outside of Mind : and if we follow back
what we call substance or solidity, and track it home to its
ultimate hiding-place, we find that it simply disappears.
Where? Into Nothingness? No; butinto the secret place
of the Most High! That, however, anticipates a conclusion
not yet reached in this Study.

The conclusion thus far reached is that there is in the
Universe a universally diffused laborvatory and arena in
which all Life and all Forms begin, and in which and from
which all motion (the cause of all Life and all Forms) is pro-
pagated. For want of a better word (and we want a better)
this omnipresent and apparently omniscient substance
(Substantia) is known as

THE ETHER.

This Ether, which *fills all space, is not subject to the laws
of gravitation, presents no friction to bodies moving through
it, and is not atomic in structure,” absolutely produces, or, at
all events, pervades everything, though in itself it is too
subtile for capture and analysis : and, when we track Matter
back to its last analysis and its final Atom, it simply dis-
appears in it and is inseparable from it. In fact, it is this
subtile Spirit-sea (shall I call it?) which, at every instant,
makes the appearance of Matter possible. It is this
mysterious unseen Essence that produces and floats the
Form.

Science assures us that the whole Physical Universe is
but an assemblage of varying modes or rates of motion ; that
the most solid and stable thing we can behold or build upon
is simply the result in Time of a mighty storm of Thrills in
myriads of atoms that no one could recognise as Matter
without this Motion ; and that, if these Thrills were altered,
‘the great globe itself, yea, all which it inherit,” would ‘dis-
solve,” and ‘leave not a rack behind. It is indeed true that
‘things are not what they seem’: but everything is what it
seems to be only because of its plane of being, and that is
determined by its vibrations. On one plane, there is a
certain vibratory value or speed: on another plane, a
different one : but a plane is not a place but a state : so that
two utterly different planes of being might co-exist in the
same place and be entirely unknown to one another. That
seems absurd, but it is a scientific truth, and many authori-
ties have endorsed it, notably Jevons who, in his ¢ Principles
of Science, says : ‘ There may be, right here and now, passing
through us and this world, some planet invisible to us, with
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mountains, oceans, lakes, rivers, cities and inhabitants’: and
we not know anything of it all.

What a suggestion there is in that as to the difference
between a spirit embodied and a spirit disembodied! and
what if death—what we call death—is only the passing out
of a spirit-self to a more refined or in some way entirely
different etheric movement?—in which case a spirit might
he perfectly well able to pass through what we call solid
Matter, and live its own free and glorious life, on its appro-
priate plane, rid of ‘this muddy vesture of decay.’ An
inspiring thought! An enchanting hope !

Not only is what we call Matter determined as to all its
properties, or apparent properties, by its rate of vibration in
the Ether, but it is a fact that all the great essentials, such
as Light, Heat, Magnetism and Electricity, are but different
modes of motion propagated in the Ether; and that all
appearances and sensations connected with them are deter-
mined by rates of vibration,and by senses adjusted to them.
In the absence of such senses, there are no such things as
Light, Heat, Magnetism and Electricity—only the vibra-
tions that report themselves as such when the receptive and
translating senses are there.

Precisely the same thing is true of the supreme fact of

CONSCIOUSNESS OR THOUGHT

which we now know can be propagated in the Ether. What
if the starting of a thought in or by the human mind is akin
to the starting of the Thrill in the Ether which produces the
Atom ? and what if thought, under certain conditions, might
also lead to the evolution of Atoms and even to the emer-
gence of some forms of what we recognise as Matter and
Force? Psychical Research, the study of Hypnotism and
the amazing Law of Suggestion, at all events, carry us to the
astonishing fact that Thought and Imagination can as truly
be thrilled to vast distances as the vibrations of the mem-
brane of the telephone or the vibrations of the Ether in
telegraphy through space, or through stormy oceans and
granite rocks.

What light arises here as to the varied phenomena upon
which we rely ! If to be a spirit is simply to be an etheric
being, does it not follow that to be a spirit is to be nearest
the source of all things—nay, that to be a spirit is to become
a portion of the source of all things—to be able to deal at
first hand with first causes? ‘ Herein the body pent’ weare
in asort of prison. We fancy the body reveals : but it really
hides. It is not a receiver but a filter, and a very stingy
filter, too. To get out of it is to get the free use of the real
self. An etheric being, then, on the etheric plane, dealing
directly with the eternal ocean of power, may easily control
such vibrations as produce now for us form, colour and sound ;
and affect the inner self of these directly, as these senses are
now indirectly affected, through the poor filters we call ‘the
senses.’

Nay, how natural is the supposition that they can, not
only control the vibrations which produce the sensations of
form, colour and sound, but also the vibrations which produce
thoughts. So that telepathy from the unseen may be, and
probably is, a constant and universal fact.

Grasp this well, then,—that Thought is not a property of
Matter, as Matter. It would be much nearer the truth to
say that Matter is an expression of Thought. At any rate
it is Thought that has the most obvious resemblance to the
Ideal, and it is to the Ideal planes of being that all things
must be referred. Consciousness, or Thought, probably
emerges as the higher stages of Life are reached, and need
not be connected with lower planes of Life that nevertheless
show even intense vitality. Hence Psychology, which is, in
a way, the newest of thesciences, is destined to be the master
or interpreter of them all, because all forms of Matter and all
modes of Motion are attributable or referable to states of
mind and psychical changes in the Unseen.

But that Unseen is not a hereafter, it is a herein. We
should not have to leave this place to find it : it is here.
Behind all these manifestations is Life; behind the
appearances, the Substance (that which stands under);
behind all Matter, Spirit ; behind Man, God. And I say that
as good Science and not only as good Theology.

At this point we come to a valuable suggestion that may
greatly help us in understanding the various phenomena of
Spiritualism—such as signals (or raps), the spirit voice,
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materialisation, spirit-lights, the movements of bodies, &c.
If sound, sight and solidity all depend upon vibrations
in or from the Ether is it not quite conceivable that etheric
beings may be able to control it in ways and with a mastery
of course inconceivable by us? If this is the case, they
may possibly be able, for a short time, to do precisely what
is done for longer periods in the ordinary way on our plane ;
—externalising, or perhaps producing in us mentally, all the
effects we know as sound and light, solidity and movement.
Besides, if Thought itself is vibratory, and if this explains
Telepathy on our plane, why should there not be Telepathy
from the Unseen, from what we may call the Fountain head?

Here, then, on this vast conception of Unity, we can con-
fidently take our stand : ay! and on Unity of Life, as well
as Unity of Force. As it has been said :—

The Universe is a boundless ocean of life, beginning,
brooding, struggling, emerging, radiant, advancing, from the
inorganic molecule to the highly organised man.

e Universe, then, is an Organism—an animated struc-
ture, pervaded with life and mind. It is not a mechanism ;
it is the body of a soul ; it pulses with life ; it is illumined
with intelligence ; there is the direct action of mind in all
its parts, and action from within. It is not an Artificer who
is at work ; it is an all-pervading Soul ; and all things are
thoughts of this Soul on the physical plane of manifesta-
tion. This Soul appears to know what 1t is about through-
out the ages. It forecasts and provides, and by slowest
stages achieves and compels. It is the all-pervading Purpose,
Idealiser, Will. It is not to be confounded with the things
that become, for it is within, behind and above all becoming.
Moreover, it has character. It wants something in the
ethical and spiritual spheres, and it works without ceasing,
to get it. It loves and resents. It builds up and breaks. It
‘makes for righteousness’; it is working for beauty with-
out and within ; it reveals a moral law ; it suggests higher
and higher ideals to struggling Man, and whispers to choice
spirits the thrilling secrets of absolute purity and goodness,
beauty and truth.

Last of all dawns the sublime and consoling thought
that this is indeed ‘Our Father,” the origin of all life, and
assuredly of ours, ‘in whom we live and move and have our
being,” and who becomes more consciously our very own
as, by yielding ourselves to the higher monitions, we mount
from sense to soul.

(To be continued.)

A QUESTION OF MORALS.

In the course of an able review of Mr. J. C. Kenworthy’s
book entitled ‘ The Anatomy of Misery, the  Humanitarian’
quotes the following passage in regard to ‘ morals ’ :—

‘Morals are finally dependent upon our conception of
the solution of the great mystery—what is to become of
us hereafter ? That is, morals are based upon religious
belief. Which is as much as to say, that economic ques-
tions are, finally, religious questions.

Commenting upon this the ‘ Humanitarian’ says :—

‘“What is to become of us hereafter?” is a wide
uestion, quite removed from the sphere of economics.
e do not propose here to discuss it, but this at least
we may say. The overwhelming majority of Socialists
(we except “ Christian Socialists” so-called) proceed upon
the assumption that there is no hereafter. For proof of this
assertion it is only necessary to read their published writings,
or to attend some of their many meetings in any large city
in Europe. We are not concerned here to say wf;ether they
are right or wrong—we are merely stating a fact. How
then, does Mr. Kenworthy expect to work with any hcpe of
success with those whose point of view is essentially different
from his own? Tt is one more attempt to reconcile the
irreconcilable. If this life be all, then our whole conception
of things is radically changed, and our horizon is necessarily
bounded by the finite. If it be not all, then there arises
a whole host of considerations which would otherwise be
thrust aside, involving not only our duty to God, but also
to our fellow men.

REMOVAL OF THE ‘ BANNER oF LiGHT' HEADQUARTERS.—
For twenty-seven years the ‘Banner of Light’ has been
unfurled weekly in Bosworth-street, but the first issue in
November was published at 204, Dartmouth-street, Boston,
where a book-store and new oflices have been secured to
accommodate the extensive business conaucted by the
‘Banner of Light’ Publishing Company. Long may the
grand old Banner wave at the head of the advance guard
of the great army of Progress.

LIGH'L;
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SEEN AND UNSEEN.

By LiniaNn WHITING.

Let us not listen for a moment to a doctrine so irrational as that our
present characters do not follow us into a future world. If we are tolive
again, let us settle it as a sure fact that we shall carry with us our present
minds such as wenow make them ; that we shall reap good or ill,according
to their improvement or corranption, and that every act thus affects
character—WILLTAM ELLERY CHANNING.

The soul cannot be gained by knowledge, nor by understanding, nor
by manifold science . . nor by devotion, nor by knowledge which is
unwedded to devotion.—‘ Mundakopanishad,’ ii. IL, 3, 4.

Life is a perpetual drama of the Seen and the Unseen.
¢ We see not half the causes of our deeds
Seeking them wholly in the outer life.’

It is in the encircling spirit world that causes lie—in
which are generated forces which act on the outer plane.
The results—so far as one may speak of results in what is
still an initial and an experimental stage—of the scientific
investigation brought to bear on the phenomena of the
Unseen have established the persistence of personal identity
beyond death ; the possibility of conscious communication
between the two worlds ; but beyond this are results of over-
whelming importance. Thisscientific investigation has also
led to the discovery of an entirely hitherto unknown range of
the faculties and endowments of man, which have never, up
to this time, been officially recognised or studied. It must
be accounted as a gain and as a certain pledge of assurance
that the psychic investigation is being carried on by men
who are also engaged in other absorbing work. It is,indeed,
a signal advantage, for if there is sometimes gain in the
exclusive devotion to an idea, there is also a gain in being
able to test its validity by its relation to the average works
and days of a busy life ; to give it no undue prominence as
the zeal of monomania, but to allow it to take its chances in
the scale of a wide and varied range of significances. The
fact that most of the leading scientific investigators of the
nature of life and its evolutionary progress from the physical
into the ethereal realm, are men in the midst of other
important activities, college professors, scholars, authors,—
men who are meeting constant demands of the activities of
progress—is perhaps the most fortunate fact in relation to
this special study. If, unlike Saul, they have not found a
kingdom when going forth on a lesser quest, they have found
new phases of human life. The indirect and unforeseen
results of their investigation are of transcendent importance
in that they establish the truth that the spiritual self of
man has powers, here and now, of a nature not previously
recognised as associated with human life on the physical
plane. The most important of these are the discoveries of
telepathy—the language of spirit—and of multiple person-
ality, due primarily to Mr. Myers. The experimental
knowledge gained in the study of these possibilities, consti-
tutes facts of untold value to ethics and to psychology.
Amongst these are hypnotism—and auto-suggestion, so
closely allied with hypnotism, telepathy or thought trans-
ference—thought leaping from mind to mind as electricity
leaps from one conductor to another. The exteriorisation of
sensibility is another of the discoveries, as is the strange
animic force so ably discussed by Dr. Paul Gibier,—these and
many others offer an absolute and demonstrable proof of
the existence of an inner self, whose faculties far exceed
those commonly manifested, and whose powers correspond,
very largely, to a higher and more subtle environment than
that of the physical world. The practical value is this:
The physical organism is not a limited machine, so to speak,
that is absolute in its workings, and will allow just so much
and no more power to be manifested through it. On the
contrary, it is capable of infinite extension, it is self-adjust-

ing, it can be wholly controlled by the spiritual being that
occupies it.

Much that was formerly believed to be the manifestation
of ¢spivits —as if man only became a spirit after death—is
now fully recognised in the larger illuinination of science to
be the result of the psychic faculties or powers of those in
the present life. This includes, of course, both the fraudulent
—of conscious intention—and those phenomena that were
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sincerely supposed to have had their origin in the Unseen,
because the faculties that involuntarily produced them were
not known. Unecritical acceptance has given way to intelli-
gent discrimination. Psychology, medicine, and ethics have
made wonderful advances by means of discoveries which
have surprised the discoverers themselves. All the physical
phenomena of the séance, even to slate-writing, materialisa-
tion and other aspects, may be produced by the persons
present, entirely without any intentional fraud or conscious
intention. So much the serious student of modern science
must inevitably accept. The recognition of these facts
clears the ground for the recognition of the real truth of the
relation—the close and intimate relation—between the Seen
and the Unseen, which is simply a part of that ‘life more
abundant’ promised to man. On the side of intelligence
and of what Mr. Myers calls the intellectual virtues, these
discoveries rank with that of the circulation of the blood, or
of the forces of electricity, or the movements of the planetary
bodies. They are of untold importance to life in complete-
ness of meaning. Nor do they in any way lessen the simple
faith in Christ and His teaching—which of itself would be
enough for man—any more than discoveries in science lessen
religious faith or feeling.

The day has passed when the investigation of the Unseen
realities can be regarded as unworthy the most serious and
scholarly study that can be brought to bear upon them. ‘I
am in continual amazement,’ said Leibnitz, ‘at the nature
of the human mind, of whose powers and capabilities we
have no adequate conception.’

As ‘our present characters follow us into a future world,’
as we ‘carry with us our minds as we now make them, the
far-reaching importance of discovering and recognising
truth is established.

33, Rue Greuze, Passy, Paris.

ARE YOU A KING'S SON?

The soul must not forget either its origin or its destiny.
The incarnate breath of the Almighty must live a noble
life. To live grandly is the result of thinking grandly.
With no ‘other shore’ where you will sometime come to
anchor, you may drift in careless indifference, unheeding
both compass and stars ; but with Heaven not far off, and
all the dear ones whom you have lost filling your soul with
their pleading love, you are under an obligation which
enriches you and makes the petty temptations of the present
time impotent. To forget that you are a King’s son renders
you weak, but to keep it in mind makes you strong.

I am sure, also, that charity of judgment is an element
of success, and the want of it is a source of weakness.
An ungenerous criticism is a crime. To think only good
of others, to firmly refuse to listen when they are
vocally vivisected, is to stand on a high moral level, and a
kind word of admonition where only blame is expected may
help to reconstruct a fallen life. Fault-finding, for the love
of it, is a disease which may easily prove fatal to your own
spiritual health. The helping hand is the hand of Christ,
and no one can tell how far-reaching its influence will be.
When you give, let it be a benefit always, an injury never.
Souls are worth too much to be harmed either by word or
deed.

All this is religion, and there is no religion which does
not make these demands. To be a priest of God in your
every-day work. to perform your task with honour, like one
who has been assigned to it by the Father who watches over
us all, and to judge no man otherwise than you would your-
self be judged—this is to follow in the footsteps of Him who
went through sorrow to Heaven and left the golden gate
ajar that we might mect Him after the sleep of death.—
GEORGE H. HEPWORTH, in ‘ New York Herald.

Mgr. C. W. LEADBEATER.—We observe that announce-
ments are being made in the American spiritualist journals
that Mr. C. W. Leadbeater is in America and will make a
four months’ tour from New York to San Francisco and
back, lecturing in various places on the way. We trust Mr.
Leadbeater will have a warm welcome and successful
meetings.

LIGHT,
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ZADKIEL'S ALMANAC FOR 1901.

The publication of predictive almanacs has been ridi-
culed, but the fact remains that their circulation is very
large. Quite as many readers are to be found amongst
sceptics as amongst believers, and it may be worth pointing
out that if, as the former are always assuring us, ¢ the predic-
tions never come true,’ then it is something to have been
informed a twelvemonth in advance of just what events
would not happen. If, on the other hand, a large proportion
of the predictions are fulfilled, as is alleged to be the case
year after year, then there must be, to say the least of it, a
measure of truth in astrology.

The new century, we are told, as indeed might naturally
be expected, will open with wintry weather ; heavy snow-
storms in the north ; much suffering among the oor, and a

reat prevalence of rheumatism, influenza, and bronchitis ;
ut as a set-off to this, India is encouraged to look for a
return of prosperity and better times. In February, Paris
and Turkey are likely to be the theatres of stirring
events, and it may be necessary to uphold the honour
of the British flag. The 7th, 15th, 17th, and 26th
days of the month are, we note, likely to bring offers
of marriage to young ladies, and success to artists, musi-
cians and actresses. The King of Italy should take care
of his health and beware of attack upon his person about
2nd and 14th of March. About the same time the Kaiser
will meet with a stroke of good fortune. The figure for the
Sun’s entry into Aries on the 21st is favourable to a good
harvest. May brings a total eclipse of the Sun, affecting
adversely the Mauritius, India and China. On the 28th an
aspect of the Sun with Mars is ominous of trouble for
England and her beloved monarch, which will come near to
involving us in severe fighting. The predictions for June
are decidedly gloomy. Grave complications in foreign affairs,
an epidemic (an eruptive fever), and many crimes of violence
and outrage are foretold. Great storms, too, are threatened,
with perhaps earthquake shocks in the Midlands or the
vicinity of Oxford. Civil war in China ma{y be confidently
expected in July. The figure for the new Moon of the 12t
of September is remarkable for the position of Uranus.
This indicates trouble in a Southern Colony, and much
sickness. Some notable deaths will take place among the
higher ranks of society. In October a severe earthquake
may be experienced in the locality of 75deg. east longitude,
and there will be very unsettled weather in London and
much political excitement. November is remarkable for the
conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in the sign Capricornus,
portending some stupendous changes in Europe and Asia at
no distant date. There are also three minor conjunctions
occurring of considerable importance ; and, for ten years to
come, from this month will be dated most of the great
changes which the world will witness. In Japan a fearful
earthquake will take place and the United States will be
affected. The year closes badly. There will be troubles in
India, China and Japan and the Southern States of North
America, and crises in Germany, Austria and Turkey, with
hossibility of seismic disturbances from the 13th to the 27th.
}n London there will be much sickness ; crimes of violence
will shock the community ; and railways will suffer from
accidents and depreciation of their stocks.

Thus outlined the coming year does not promise to be a
particularly happy one. Time, and time alone, can show
whether there is any truth in Zadkiel’s utterances. Mean-
while, in the face of the half-dozen or more pages of so-called
“ Fulfilled Predictions ” included in the present almanac, it
is diflicult to dismiss altogether the claims of Mundane
Astrology. And it is equally difficult to admit them.A

‘LIGHT .

As an inducement to new and casual readers to become
subscribers, we will supply ‘LiGHT’ for thirteen weeks
post free, for 2s., as a ¢ trial” subscription, feeling assured
that at the termination of that period they will feel that
‘they cannot do without it,” and will then subscribe at the
usual rates. May we at the same time suggest to those of
our regular readers who have friends to whom they would
like to introduce the paper, that they should avail them-
sclves of this offer, and forward to us the names and
addresses of such friends, upon receipt of which, together
with the requisite postal order, we shall be pleased to
forward ‘LIGHT’ to them by post, as stated above ?

Dr. DEAN CLARKE, who is ably officiating as editor of
the ‘Banner of Light’ during Mr. Harrison D. Barrett’s
temporary absence, says: ‘ We reciprocate the compliments
of “ LicuT ” concerning our humble services on the “ Banner.”
May this spiritual luminary ever shine as now—the star of
the East, leading the way of progress and salvation.
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ANOTHER GOOD CONFESSION.

‘The Church of Ireland Gazette ’ prints very pro-
minently a series of three long Studies by the Rev. S. E.
Cooney, M.A., on ‘Science and a Future Life ’ ;—as cautious
and temperate, but as resolute and frank, as any one could
wish. We congratulate both the writer and the paper on
the production of an almost ideal deliverance on the
subject.

Mr. Cooney, we say, is cautious. He even declares
that he is sceptical (O that all sceptics were what he is!),
but he adds : ‘I must confess, however, that I have little
respect for the confident denials of men, however exalted
in intellect or station, who speak out of the abundance of
their ignorance, and deem investigation a wholly unneces-
sary preliminary to criticism.’

Right on the threshold, of course, the question arises :
¢Is not Revelation sufficient ?’ and ¢Does not Revelation
supply us with all the knowledge that is necessary, or that
Divine Providence thought well for us to possess ?’ Mr.
Cooney’s answer is admirable: ¢ To this we may reply that
reason does not affix any limit to the advancement of
human knowledge save the natural limit of the human
faculties, and that Revelation does not prescribe what
subjects may and may not be dealt with by the mind of
man.” But, further on, he reverts a little to the conven-
tional notion or to the conventional phraseology : and, as
though desiring to ‘hedge’ a little, says: ‘In conclusion,
let me say that, in my opinion, it is to Revelation alone
we must turn for trustworthy evidence concerning the
nature of the future life and of the spiritual world.” Pro-
bably, however, Mr. Cooney distinguishes between inquiry
into the subject in order to decide upon a general matter of
fact, and inquiry into particulars: and we must admit
that he has some ground for the remark that there are
reasons why the statements of the unseen people as to the
nature of the future life should not he accepted as
authoritative.

Mr. Cooney’s investigations specially interest us because
he attempts a strictly scientific inquiry. He recognises

that the tone of to-day is neither theological, philosophical,’

nor ethical, but scientific; and Science seems either to
sum up against a future life or to give no verdict. The
main reason for this, of course, is that Science on the whole
knows its limitations. ¢Science deals with nature on the
physical or material plane, and the other world is certainly
not to be found in that region.” And now the question is
whether Science is likely to help us in the future.

[November 10, 1900.

There are hopeful signs. The outlook, during even the
past ten years, has vastly altered. Mr. Cooney is perfectly
right when he says :—

Science, at any rate of recent years, has enlarged her

conceptions, and pushed her scrutiny of the visible world to
the very verge of the invisible. Formerly, matter was con-
ceived of as, atomically, a hard, impenetrable substance,
subject to definite, unchangeable laws, and yet} by some,
as a potent entity adequate to the production of the habit-
able world and even of intelligent beings. It contained—to
quote the words of a late distinguished physicist—*the
promise and potency of all terrestrial life’ These old con-
ceptions of the material universe tended to produce a frame
of mind to which the idea of a world invisigle or spiritual
was repugnant. It is now known that behind matter, so to
speak, and, probably, interpenetrating it in all its forms, is
another entity or substance, which is not material in the
ordinary sense of that word, that is, which has properties
or qualities distinctly differing from those which belong to
ordinary matter. That substance, designated for convenience
sake, ¢ the ether, permeates apparently all space, and is the
medium of communication between world and world.
It can only be described in negatives. It is, apparently, not
atomic in structure : it is frictionless ; it is not subject to
the law of gravitation—a law without exception in the
material world. The ether, therefore, is not matter, at least
of any ordinary kind, but matter is possibly a form of
motion in the ether. If this hypothesis be only
approximately true, and no other is even plausible, then the
inference holds that matter has its origin in a substance
which is semi-spiritual in nature ; and that its self subsist-
ence and other properties, which seem to men to constitute
its reality, are were illusions, or are qualities depending for
thﬁir very existence upon something else, we know not
what.

So then, ¢ matter, of which we seem to know so much,
tends at last to dissolve in mystery ’: and nothing remains
but consciousess, sensation, mind. And, to-day, what a
wonder-world is opening before us in that comparatively
unexplored region! Our modern knowledge of Telepathy
alone has revolutionised all our old text-books, and beggared
Materialism. The fact, as Mr. Cooney insists, is undeniable.
Mind can influence mind, vast distances apart, without any
apparent help from what is ordinarily known as Matter.
¢ This inter-communication of mind with mind does not of
itself imply that mind is immaterial. The bond of union
may conceivably be the ether or some extremely subtile
form of matter, but it certainly weakens the presumption
that mind is nothing more than a function of the brain.’
But, when we try to apply Telepathy, as explanatory of
such phenomena as Spiritualists and Psychical Researchers
are perfectly well acquainted with, it fails to stretch suffi-
ciently : “ there still remains a residuum unexplained, and
apparently inexplicable on any other assumption than an
interpretation of the powers of an invisible, spiritual
world.

But not Telepathy only : the curious discovery of
streams of consciousness below what we have hitherto
known as consciousness suggests the possession of faculties
which transcend our familiar powers. “Our conscious life,’
says Mr. Cooney, ‘seems to emerge out of the totality of
our psychic being, somewhat as the peaks of a chain of
rocks emerge out of the depths of ocean, or as the solar
spectrum emerges into visibility out of the total range of
ethereal vibrations. In this submerged region, so to speak,
of our psychic nature are to be found manifest indications
of enlarged powers and capabilities, which, imperfectly
understood as they still are, at least suggest that mind is
not wholly bound to the chariot of matter, but is itself an
entity independent, far-reaching and profound.’

These and other considerations land our honest and
anxious inquirer very close to us: and, with a note of
pathos he says :—Though there may be a special blessed-
ness for those who have not seen but have believed, those,
surely, are not altogether without a blessing who, having
seen, believe: and, as to the manifestations upon which we
rely, he confesses frankly that they either prove we are
brought into touch with what is popularly known as ‘the






















