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A report of a Discourse on Spiritualism, by the Rev.
A. G. Bridge, of Selhurst, has reached us. It is rather sad
reading. This gentleman actually identifies Spiritualism
with Sorcery : but he positively repudiates neither, though
he curiously halts between delusion and devil. His subject
was ‘the witch of Endor’ (poor old ‘witch’!), and he
hesitated between delusion, imposture, and ¢ the miraculous
direction of God.” He seemed inclined to the theory that
the woman was an impostor, but that ‘God took the matter
out of her hands,’ and turned a sham séance into a real
one :—a desperate get out!

This religious teacher, with the Bible open before him,
nevertheless pushed this hated thing away from him ; but
why he should hate the continued intercourse between the
seen and the unseen he does not explain. He records a
failure. He once agreed with a friend that whoever went
over first should re-appear to the other : but, though seven
years have passed since his friend’s death, he has not
appeared. It is a pity, but it is not to be explained. Is it
possible that it would over-distress his friend to make the
attempt,—in the circumstances? Or perhaps it might
injure Mr. Bridge. Or perhaps he needs ‘a witch of —
Selhurst.

. Concerning the Old Testament denunciations of spirit-
communion and mediumship, the Rev. Arthur Chambers,
in his “‘Man and the spiritual world,” offers the following
shrewd remarks :—

* In the Old Testament, the existence of spiritual beings,
as exercising an injurious influence and control upon men
and women, is distinctly declared. The term °‘fumiliar
spirits’ is a suggestive one, and denotes that there actually
existed an intimacy between mankind and beings on the
spiritual plane of li?e. A few passages will be sufficient to
substantiate this statement :—

‘Regard not them that have familiar spirits.” (Lev. xix.
31v.

‘The soul that turneth after such as have familiar
spirits. . . I will even set my face against such soul’
(Lev. xx. 6 v.)

¢ A man also or a woman that hath a familiar spirit . . .
shall surely be put to death. . . ’(Lev. xx. 27 v.)

It is not difficult to see why, under the Mosaic dispensa-
tion, all intercourse with these spirits was rigidly forbidden.
The Israelites, although chosen by God to play an important
part in the world in making known Divine truth, had,
nevertheless, an ineradicable tendency towards heathen
ideas and practices, in consequence, probably, of that
nation’s long sojourn in Egypt.

These spirits, with whom association was possible, were
debased spirits. They were, I think, the spirits of men who,
in earth-life, had been steeped in all the abominations of
heathendom. Passing out of this life—many of them vio-
lently hurled out of it by the Israelites themselves—they
found themselves in the spirit-life possessed of their old
evil instincts and passions, and witﬁ a feeling of revenge
that took the form of making them wish to drag down their
enemies to their own level of thought and experience. In-
tercourse with them, in such case, could only result in
mental and moral degradation.

In all probability this does not cover the whole of the
facts concerning the prohibitions and denunciations, but
the explanation is a valuable one, and should be borne
in mind.

A book worth looking at is Dr. Cooper’s ¢Cancer and
Cancer symptoms : chiefly Arborivital treatment’ (London:
C. Marten): but it is more a book for practitioners than
for patients, as it for the most part consists of records of
cases, the reading of which is neither necessary nor whole-
some for ‘the laity” The Law of Suggestion applies
virulently here.

WHEN seeking the advice of spirits, it is well to bear in
mind that there are no infallible spirits, nor always reliable
mediums, and the safer way is to believe ever so much too
little rather than ever so little too much,
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THE [INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF

SPIRITUALISTS IN PARIS.

Of all the innumerable Congresses held in Paris during
this memorable Exhibition summer, it would be difficult
perhaps to select one which could show more sustained
thought and interest during a period of twelve days than
the great Congress of Spiritualistic Psychologists which
terminated on Thursday, September 27th. The daily
attendance of members—averaging probably about 200
and over—was hardly as large as one might have wished,
considering the magnitude of the work which the Congress
aimed at carrying out ; but this is of small essential value
after all in view of the fine solidarity of thought and aim
displayed by all the leaders and workers in the various
branches of psychical science here and which is bound to
produce very notable results in the future. The steady
advance taking place in experimental research, and, above
all, the ever increasing number of medical men who are
constantly joining our ranks as serious observers, showsa
most satisfactory state of things and is unmistakable in
France. The present evolution of medical science in its
subtler psychical phases is undoubtedly in the hands of
French thinkers, and there is every probability that they
will still continue to pioneer their foreign confréres on
to ever-increasing higher planes of progression in the
future.

The Congress was divided into three sections, the Spirit-
ualistic, Hermetic, and Magnetic, and under these heads
were placed any sub-divisions of study considered most in
touch with either one of these sections.

In each of these divisions matters of very great interest
were daily discussed, and never were human limitations
more sorely felt than by those of us who would willingly
have been in three places at once, had it been possible.

As it is obviously out of the question to do anything
like justice to the different speakers in any one section, let
alone all three, readers desiring a fuller interpretation of
all that was said and done must await the official published
account of proceedings. This volume should be found
exceedingly interesting and full of useful information.

The organisers of the Congress had been successful in
securing excellent premises wherein to meet, viz, the
Chamber of Agriculture of France, 8, rue d’Athénes, a
building containing one spacious centre hall and several
smaller lecture rooms on the floors above. The opening
ceremony on the Sunday afternoon, September 16th, passed
off with great delat and saw all the members attached to
their different schools of thought (about 400) united in the
big hall while their leaders occupied the platform.

The Spiritists were represented by M. Léon Denis, M.
Gabriel Delanne, Dr. Charazin, M. Duval, &c.; the Hermetic
Society by Dr. Papus, M. Nepluyeff, Dr. Rozier, Sédir, &,
and the Magnetic Society had its leaders in M. Durville,
Editor of the ‘Journal du Magnétisme,” M. Fabrius de
Champville, Count Constantin, dec.

The morning of that day had been taken up with the
business of electing the honorary presidents, notifications of
acceptance for these offices having been received from M.
Victorien Sardou and Dr. Alfred R. Wallace for the Spiritual-
ists ; M. Aksakoff for the Hermetists ; and Colonel de Rochas
for the Magnetisers. These names were formally announced
in the afternoon and enthusiastically greeted by the audience.
Dr. Papus then, as general secretary for the Congress, went
through the other names, and in a few graceful phrases
proposed M. Léon Denis as presiding chairman for the rest
of the time. The thanks of all Spiritualists were due to
him, he added, for the courageous way he had given battle
to the Materialists whenever opportunity presented at the
recent Psychological Congress. M. Denis, who is a cultured
writer and thinker as well asan eloquent speaker, has always
been one of the most loyal workers in our cause, and his
inaugural address delivered on the opening occasion was a
splendid piece of oratory, revealing how serious and
ennobling was the mission Spiritualism held in its endeavour
to further the progress and enlightenment of the world. His
impressive and stirring words were listened to with thab
hush which only great speakers know how to obtain, and
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paved the way for a demonstration of hearty enthusiasm at
the close. The various delegates who followed this speech
were very numerous and exceedingly interesting. One
might, perhaps, single out the Spanish and Portuguese as
being especially so in view of the work they were able to
describe which is taking place among the poorer classes in
their countries.

Spiritualism appears to be making remarkable headway
in Portugal and is fervently taken up by the working masses,
doing much good in freeing them from the ignorance and
superstition under which their priests have so long allowed
them to remain. The Americans were represented by M.
Libert, a French gentleman who has lived in the States for
twenty years; and Mrs. Addie Ballou, president of the
‘Woman’s Republican State Central Club. This lady, who is
a well-known public speaker, writer, and lawyer in San
Francisco, gave an eloquent address on behalf of the
Californian Spiritualists, which was transiated by Dr. Papus
and received with every expression of pleasure by the mem-
bers. The German delegate contributed some interesting
remarks on the magnetic science and its field of work in his
country; and a Dutch pastor told us something of the perse-
cutions he was subject to which forced him to leave his
church when he first acknowledged a belief in spirit com-
munion; and how subsequently he made a determined stand
against these attacks and insisted on resuming his former
duties, preaching his larger and spiritualised doctrines from
the pulpit he had vacated. Since then he has been listened
to with growing interest and finally with complete success.

After other speeches, M. Delanne rose to explain some-
thing of the work his section intended to carry out during
the Congress, as did Dr. Papus and M. Durville, this latter
gentleman embodying in his remarks some highly interest-
ing ideas on his special study—the magnetic fluid.

Other addresses and congratulations followed, termi-
nating an afternoon which lasted from 2.30 till nearly six.

In the following account of what I was able to gather I
propose dealing with each section separately, taking the
spiritualistic first, as this division was naturally the most
numerously attended one throughout, and had by far the
most work to get through in the matter of addresses and
special papers.

From the point of view of organisation, this section cer-
tainly left something to be desired, though the fact was less
obvious until Wednesday, when, to the unspeakable dismay
and sorrow of all concerned, M. Gabriel Delanne became
seriously ill and was obliged to relinquish all further parti-
cipation in the Congress. A chill supervening on nervous
prostration kept him confined to his bed with fever, and all
the work which he had planned to carry out and guide
through these busy days had to be looked after by one or
two friends who knew something of his programme. [t was
then seen what a valuable help the committee had in M.
Denis, who generously did all that was possible to fill the
regrettable void and carry out as well as circumstances
permitted his friend’s wishes.

Some confusion in regard to papers which had been sent
in naturally followed, for M. Delanne, being at the head of
the spiritistic section, had sole control and direction of
the real work in this department. Considering the mass of
communications there were on hand to be dealt with, things,
on the whole, worked out better than might have been
expected, though still more satisfactory results might have
been achieved had an interpreter been found for the English-
speaking members. Dr. Papus translated admirably when
he was present, but this did not happen often, as he had his
own society to look after at all times, except at the general
meetings.

It was more particularly on the two days devoted to the
reincarnation problems that M. Delanne’s absence was most
keenly felt. With very few exceptions the belief in succes-
sive lives as propounded by Alan Kardec is universally
adopted by the Spiritists of France, and M. Delanne can be
considered as having given very special thought to the
exposition of this theory. His metaphysical mind, capable
of seeing a scientific as well as logical and philosophical
side to this question, compels respect and attention. It is
given to few Occidental minds to successfully meet Oriental
ideas and theories, and adapt them, with all their subtle

L1 G H-F 487

impressions, to the needs of latter-day European thought.
This, however, the French occultists are frequently able to
do, and M. Delanne is no exception to the rule. One cannot
in justice say that any new or significant proof was brought
forward to strengthen the theory of pre-existence; no startling
case of memory was quoted, though many fine arguments and
spiritual philosophies were forthcoming, M. Denis speaking
particularly well on the subject. Dr. Moutin was on that
occasion the only individual of distinction who rose to dis-
cuss and oppose the theory, on the ground that he had so far
been shown nothing which could give the question any
scientific value or evidence. All the arguments in its favour
seemed philosophically and logically sound, and he would
himself gladly accept the belief if something like proof were
forthcoming which could be fairly considered. He suggested
that a society might be started in France on the lines of the
London Psychical Research Society, which should have for
its object the special study of this theory and collect any
information obtainable, engage mediums to experiment
with,and inquire into reported cases of;pre-natal memory, &c.
He related many remarkable cases of phenomena obtained
in his own home circle, and how frequently he had experi-
mented with mediums in his endeavour to obtain something
really definite on the question, but so far had been unsuccess-
ful, and the majority of the unseen intelligences who con-
trolled generally denied it. This, he thinks, of itself is no
proof for or against, as the memory of the recently departed
is not likely to be much better in the next existence than it
was on earth, at any rate for some time. Another fact he
called to mind, viz., that Spiritists should always remember
how surely the suggestioning thought can act on the
mediumistic mind, therefore any assertion on the part of a
spirit for or against this theory of reincarnation can be
generally found to answer to some mental bias or prejudice
on the subject, held by the medium or the psychically
strongest sitter in the circle. Dr. Moutin related that only
in one instance long ago, when a young student, he happened
to come across a half-witted, hump-backed boy whom he
found he could put to sleep, and when in trance this cripple
would expound quite interesting and highly intelligent
theories, as to how the world came into being and Evolution
commenced, &c., and he invariably preached the doctrine of
reincarnation. Beyond this one instance Dr. Moutin has
never received any spontaneous affirmation of this belief
from departed spirits worth recording.

Passing on to discuss some of the detailed phenomena
which were presented to the Congress, one cannot fail to be
altogether struck at the mass of evidence which was pro-
duced under that head. Every phase of startling, original,
and unexpected phenomena seems to be still very strong in
France. Mediumship here, taken as a whole, does not
appear to be so much evolved on the more mental and
visionary planes as with us, and during the time I spent in
listening to the spiritistic papersI can recall no instance
when phenomena of the Mrs. Piper or Thompson order was
related. Every phenomenal manifestation here, of especial
interest, is apparently obtained through direct spirit or
animistic agency, bringing very rarely the higher individual
consciousness into play. Considering how extremely careful
the observations should be in this sphere of phenomenal
activity, it is especially satisfactory to note that all the final
and best attested cases of manifestations, such as levitation,
transference of objects through matter to distant places,
direct voice and writing, &ec., came from people of good
position, holding their own private circles without paid
mediums. I might add that French Spiritualists, I find, are
exceedingly averse to engaging professional mediums in
their homes. Unless there happen to be some more than
usually interesting phenomena to be obtained through a
paid medium, they prefer to investigate their own psychic
powers and frequently develop with wonderful results.
General Darget, for instance, had some dozen or more
remarkable photographic plates to show of fluidic emana-
tions obtained through the mediumship of his daughter, a
girl of seventeen. Some of these negatives exhibited cloud-
like spirit forms, endeavouring to materialise ; others were
merely the fluidic doubles of sitters. This officer’s daughter
writes very superior verse under automatic control when
she is entranced, and has been known to declare in that
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state that she remembers more than one previous existence
on the earth plane, and that in each life she had always
been born with the poetic gift.

Phenomena, in some cases persistent and spontaneous,
have been found to take place in the very centre of scientific
and materialistic groups of people. In the families of army
and medical men particularly are to be found cases where
proper investigation became a necessity, owing to the
perseverance with which the manifestations occurred.

The extraordinary phenomena which are constantly
taking place round Dr. Bonnet and a friend of his are good
instances of this kind. These two gentlemen occupy an
apartment over a chemist’s shop and were forced into
realising the fact that something decidedly unusual was
taking place in their vicinity with great frequency. Their
things would get mysteriously carried from one room to
another. Lamps went suddenly out and articles constantly
found their way up from the shop below in an unaccountable
manner. Dr. Bonnet and some friends decided, therefore,
to try some table turning and see if an explanation would be
forthcoming for all this. The plan succeeded, for, addressing
the invisible tormentors as the Power or Force, Dr. Bonunet
found he got rational answers to his questions and that
almost any kind of manifestation he desired was obtainable.
The spirit intelligences seemed to gain more and more power
with every experiment that was attempted, and finally one
evening, more in fun than anything else, Dr. Bonnet and
his friend resolved to test the Force in an altogether new
direction. It was after midnight, and they requested that
it should go to the top of the house, where, in a garret, slept
the errand boy employed by the chemist, call him up and
make him come down. The answer was rapped out that
this could be done, and although very sceptical as to results,
Dr. Bonnet pulled out his watch to take the time. In
between three and four minutes, hearing a noise down below
at the shop door, which was locked and shut for the night,
they decided to go down and see what had happened. They
found the boy still half asleep outside the door and con-
siderably surprised at not meeting his master. On being
asked what was the matter he said that his master had pulled
him out of bed and shouted to him to come down at once as
it was urgent. This fact has been properly corroborated by
all those who took part in the experiment.

On one occasion when Dr. Bonnet had a particularly
sceptical and scoffing friend dining with him, ‘ The Force’
rapped out an angry message to the effect that if this gentle-
man would return to his rooms after dinner he would be
given a proof of spirit power which might convince him and
at the same impress the fact on his memory. It was agreed
that this message should be tested, and the party sallied forth
at a later stage, anxious to obtain the promised manifesta-
tion. The unbelieving friend, being a bachelor, kept no
servant and always locked his place carefully up before
going out. On entering the apartment the gentleman led
his two friends straight to his study door and was rather
astonished to find he could not open it. The door was un-
locked but resisted all pressure to open. It was only after
all three had put their united strength against it and used
their sticks as impromptu crowbars, that they finally
managed to get the door ajar. They distinctly felt
something tangible but invisible pass them and they
were able to enter the room. A match was quickly
struck and the sceptical friend viewed a ‘scene of
indescribable confusion. All his books had been flung out
of the cases in piles on the floor, pictures were down from
the walls, chairs heaped one on the other, and his writing-
table turned upside down. This extraordinary occurrence
Dr. Bonnet vouches for, and as he lives in Paris, further
corroboration is easily obtainable. So remarkable are the
phenomena, he and his friend state, that are ever taking
place in their vicinity that they have begun to Jose all sense
of marvel, and experiment on the most daring lines. They
have, for instance, at demand, had all the gasin the house
instantly put out and relit within a very short space of time,
and that without any perceptible movement at the meter.
All this and many other cases of supernormal character,
Dr. Bonnet related simply and rapidly.

J. STANNARD.
(Zo be continued.)

LIGHT.
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A RECENTLY UNEARTHED CHAPTER OF
ANCIENT HISTORY.

By WiLLiam OXLEY.

(Continued from page 481.)

In nearly all cases the names of the buried domestics are
given on small tablets found in the coffins, most or all of
which are copied on the plates in the volume. Besides these,
other and larger Steles were found. One of these, No. 48,
is the longest and most important inscription known
of this age. It represents a noble named Sabef, with his
titles—governor of the residence, regulator of the festival,
friend of the palace, over the secrets of decrees, priest of
Anubis in the Divine Abode. This Stele, very roughly
executed, belongs to the first dynasty and is the most de-
veloped of all that were found. Great progress in the art of
design and sculpture was made towards the end of the third
dynasty, and the paintings and sculpture in the tombs about
the pyramid of Senefru—first king of the fourth dynasty—
were not excelled in any of the after ages.

These inscriptions raise a profound and interesting pro-
blem, for they show a system of writing by hieroglyphs—or
pictorial signs—which have the same value and meaning as
used to the end of the Kingdom. The question comes, who
were the inventors of this language, so perfect that even in
the very first dynasty they were utilised for all purposes
where records had to be made, whether for monumental or
secular affairs 7

The fact would seem to point to what may be termed a
prehistoric age,in which there must have been able and gifted
men who reduced language to writing by means of these
hieroglyphs, which were generally copied from objects in
nature, each sign having a specific meaning which never
varied. It may be doubtful if they were ever used for what
we understand by a spoken language, being employed rather
for State purposes, chiefly to record the doings of the kings,
priests, and nobles. The writings were generally deposited
in the archives of the temples, under the care of a caste of
men known as Scribes, who had charge of the temple and
royal libraries. It was not until about the eighteenth
dynasty, 1500 or 1600 B.c., that cursive, or free
hand, demotic writing came into vogue for general
purposes, but the other was still used for State
purposes and monumental sculptures. Strange to say, on
much of the pottery there were marks with a meaning differ-
ing 7n toto from that of the pictorial hieroglyphs. In refer-
ence to these the learned professor says: ¢ Here we reach
signs which seem to be disconnected from the known hiero-
glyphs, and in the following plates we are probably touch-
ing on the system of geometrical signs used from prehistoric
to Roman times in Egypt, and also in other countries around
the Mediterranean. The usage of such forms in the same
country from about 6000 B.c. to 1200 B.c. shows that: we have
to deal with a definite system. The only conclusion then
seems to be that a great body of signs—or a signary—was in
use around the Mediterranean for some thousands of
years.

To the philologist this, and much more involved, will be
of surpassing interest.

The depictions of art processes, including sculpture, bou_t
building, pottery, and tool making, although rather rudi-
mentary, yet give a good and graphic conception of what we
term civilisation in those early ages.

What is most remarkable is the patience and skill of Pro-
fessor Petrie in gathering up so much true history from
broken potsherds, and other small inscribed fragments dug
from the refuse left by former explorers and plunderers. Out
of some fifty to one hundred thousand fragmentary pieces the
professor has been able to join together something like two
hundred parts of vases, bowls, jars, &c., enough to show
draw the whole outline. In contra-distinction to the
generally rough work of the sculptures, there are many s
ivory and ecbony Steles which show very careful and
beautiful carvings. Plate XIV. shows (No.7)anivory tablet
of King DEN-SETUI, fifth king of the first dynasty, with the
double crown and picture of his Ka name, and in ano
(No. 9) with the staff of authority, held only by kings
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high personages. Another carved ivory shows a bound
captive who is evidently a notable and a foreigner.

Another plate shows a toilet dish carved in two halves
out of a single block of ivory, each in form of half a duck
with the tails interblended. There are some pieces of ivory
legs of caskets, which show a sense of the use of conventional
artin the veining, which is very advanced and looks niore
like Italian work than like anything archaic. There is also a
beaten copper bowl, with copper nails and other articles
which are interesting as showing that metallurgy was a
practised art in that early age. A great number of wine jars
were found, which were evidently for palace use, all of
which were sealed with the king’s names, and it was these
that enabled the Professor to get the correct throne and Ka
names of the various kings. In some cases numbers are
given, presumably to register the jars of a given vintage.

The ‘ Learning of the Egyptians’is now, according to the
monuments, carried back to an antiquity that is wonderful,
inasmuch as evenin the first ages of the monarchy they knew
something of astronomy, as illustrated by the notice of one
of their great festivals, z.e, the great Sed festival that
occurred at fixed intervals of thirty years. As the learned
Professor says :  The latter, z.e., the fixed cycle, would agree
with their undoubtedly astronomical origin by the shift of
the moveable calendar one week every thirty years, and one
month every 120 years, at the great Sed festival. This cycle
implies the loss of the day in leap years, which causes the
shift of the calendar ; and hence implies the calendar of 365
days being in use as early as the middle of the first dynasty,
and the known loss of a day in four years.” Whether this was a
national or a church festival is as yet unknown, but this refer-
ence throws a side light upon their astronomical and chrono-
logical knowledge based on true and scientific observation.

Another important ivory tablet shows a scene in which
DeN-SETvi, fifth king of the first dynasty, is dancing before
the God Osiris seated in his shrine, which is one of the
earliest examples of a ceremony that is shown on the
monuments down to Roman times. This fact, along with
many others of like import, demonstrates that the worship
of Osiris, the Great God Man, was observed from the earliest
historical time of Egyptian history.

Another scarcely less important tablet shows a portrait
of the same King, DEN-SETUT, adorned with the double crown
fully developed, with traces of colour that are red for the
lower crown, with white for the upper, as later on. This
proves that this dynasty conquered Lower Egypt, including
the Delta, and added it to the then new Egyptian kingdom.
This is further demonstrated by the name, ‘ MEr-NEIT, of the
king whose monumental burial Stele is represented in the
frontispiece to the volume. This is a compound name, and,
as stated by Mr. Griffith, M.A., F.S.A., ‘To find the name of
a king compounded with that of Neith is interesting and
shows that Sais must have been of great importance in very
early times” We may here recall the fact that in the inscrip-
tions of the twenty-sixth (SAITE) dynasty, there are constant
" references to a temple of Osiris (at Abydos) that had the
significant name, which means ‘the residence of the king of
Lower Egypt. This name may well preserve an important
relic in history.” Doubtless it does, for how is it that Sais,
a city of the Delta in Lower Egypt, should be so prominently
associated with Abydos, except on the hypothesis that
Abydos was considered the holy city,containing the tomb of
Osiris, as well as a great temple dedicated to the worship of
that Great God? It appears that the tomb of Osiris was
made from the tomb of ZE, third king of the first dynasty,
and in it was placed a granite bier supposed to be the resting
place of the body of Osiris. The learned Professor thinks
that this bier was placed there by one of the kings of the
twenty-sixth dynasty (SAITE), say, about 670 B.c.

What is certain is that there is a large cemetery contain-
ing burials of this, besides other earlier dynasties, and until
these are examined and explored (it is to be hoped by Pro-
fessor Petrie) we must perforce be content to wait for what
must prove the most important data for knowing the actual
religious status of the great Egyptian nation.

We note in this first dynasty the rise of priestcraft, for a
large piece of diorite bowl found in the tomb of King Qa,
the last of the first dynasty, contained an inscription for the
¢ priest of the temple of King QA.” Inferentially it points to
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the deification of the Egyptian monarchs, which was
claborated in the fourth, fifth, and sixth dynasties, for, con-
nected with the large pyramids—which undoubtedly were
royal tombs—there were temples dedicated to the entombed
kings,in which priests conducted worship at regular intervals,
and in several instances the monumental record of these said
priests, their names and titles are inscribed as * priests of the
temples’ of the various kings. The only temple intact is the
one attached to the pyramid of SENEFRU, the first king of
the fourth dynasty, which the Professor states is the oldest
perfect temple for religious worship in the world ; its preser-
vation was due to the thefts of natives, who used the outer
stones for building, and the debris covered up the building,
thus causing its preservation.

An interesting and important relic is found on a well cut
ivory tablet found in the tomb of King DEN-SETUI. The in-
scription refers to some great chiefs coming to visit the king’s
tomb ; and the figure of the tomb—the Professor states—is
the oldest architectural drawing known. ‘It shows,” he says,

¢ the tomb chamber to the left with a slight mound over it.
The tall upright perhaps shows the Steles at the tomb. Next
is a stairway descending to the tomb, while at the right is a
diagram of the cemetery of graves in rows around the tomb,
with the small steles standing over the graves.” The draw-
ing shown is a wood-cut fuc-simile of the tomb, &c., described
as above, as shown on plate XVI. in the volume, minus the
figures and hieroglyphs. Its interest consists in the fact that
it is the most ancient architectural draft in the world, so far
as known ; the scale may be a little smaller than on theivory
tablet.

I conclude this notice with the words of Mr. F.L. Griffith,
who gives a tentative translation of the small Steles, &c. : ‘In
the plates to this volume Professor Petrie has far more than
doubled the materials available for studying the earliest
known period of writing in Egypt ; they now afford us a con-
siderable insight into the condition of that art at the time
of the first dynasty.’

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

A meeting of Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Drawing
Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly), at 7 for
73.0 p.m., on I'riday next, October 19th, when

MR. A. ROLAND SHAW

Will give an Address entitled
‘Experiences of Supernormal Phenomena,’

Being a record of deeply interesting facts and incidents
observed in the course of investigations extending
over a period of many years.

After the close of this meeting friends who wish to
remain for a time for an informal interchange of thought
on matters of mutual interest will be at liberty to do so.

In accordance with Rule XV. of the Articles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected after
October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the present
year and the whole of 1901.

Doixc Gop's Work.—Show me a man who loves his
fellows and whose daily life makes the world richer by good
deeds and generous thoughts, and I will show you a man
who walks in the clear sunshine toward a glorious immor-
tality. Believe what you will, but as to your doing, let it be
God’s work. Make someone’s darkness bright with the light
of your presence ; cheer the comfortless with words of
encouragement ; then there will be tears of grateful sorrow
when you go, and a warm welcome when you reach the other
shore.—GEorGE H. HEPwoORTH, in ‘New York Herald.
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THE CHURCH OF THE SPIRIT.

Spiritualists very naturally shrink from putting their
spiritual wine into ‘earthen vessels’; and their shrinking
is not so much the result of an opinion as of an instinct.
They find it difficult to agree to the proposition that
Spiritualism is a Religion, or to the suggestion that Spirit.
ualism should be represented by a church. The reason is
not that Spiritualists are unsocial, or that they are not
anxious about Religion, or that they do not care for united
worship and aspiration. The real reason is that they are
more or less conscious of the fact that their ‘treasure’ could
not be confined in ‘earthen vessels,” and that, in truth, if it
could be it would be badly represented and in prison.

We sympathise a good deal with this feeling, but it has
its dangers. If it were entertained, unmodified by other
feelings or by practical considerations, ‘LIGHT’ might
become extinet, a Spiritual Alliance might become impos-
sible, and our delightful gatherings, so full of social vitality
and friendly animation, might dwindle into little spectral
functions for ‘the elect.” No: all these natural shrinkings
and instincts, though perfectly inevitable and legitimate,
need watching, or guiding with practical considerations
borrowed from common life and common sense. This is
specially desirable in cases where natural shrinkings tend
to divisions, isolations, and the loss of useful institutions ;
or where, perhaps, repulsion may lead to serious loss.

This is very much the case in relation to all that is
indicated by the word ¢ Church.” We have been painfully
accustomed to associate with ¢ Church’ a variety of sur-
vivals, crude ceremonials, defunct creeds, priestly inter-
ferences, wicked excommunications, materialistic rituals
and sacerdotal rings. But these have no necessary connec-
tion with the Church. What is a Church? The word is
derived from a word which means ‘ The Lord’s house,” and,
by necessities which have arisen, as the dictionary makers
show us, it has so broadened out that it may mean, ¢ The
collective body of Christians,” or ‘The aggregate of
religious influences in a community,” or, as in the phrase,
¢‘Invisible church,” ¢ The collective body of true believers,
including both those on earth and those in heaven.” But
the root meaning is ‘The Lord’s,” in harmony with that
profound and comforting saying of Paul’s: ‘The Lord
knoweth them that are his.’

The Spiritualist, therefore, may rightly contend that
the true idea of a church, apart from a building, is a
spiritual body of believing and loving souls, dear to God :
and, in the large sense, this is what we mean by ¢The
Church of the spirit” That Church can never meet in one
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place upon earth ; no one can rightly distinguish or deter-
mine those who belong to it ; its members’ names can never
be captured for any roll : at best it can only be represented
by a few who bear the testimony and take hands in The
Father’s name. But, in a more limited sense, ‘ The Church
of the spirit’ might very well be any band of kindred
spirits who met together for spiritual communion and for
spiritual uplifting,—for that and nothing more. No rules,
no constitution, no governing body, no agreement as to
creed, no ritual turning upon incantations :—nothing but
aspiration and sympathy, set forth and aided by as much
of beauty and charm of music and the human voice and
Nature’s offerings as could be provided :—the sole end
being the elevation of the mind, the reinforcement of the
will, the guidance of the imagination, the purifying of the
affections, the uplifting of the life, and the grasp of God.

It is obvious that a ‘ Church of the spirit’ would be as
much out of harmony with the controversies of the creeds
as a Devonshire lane is out of harmony with Piccadilly or
the Strand. Its one subject would be Life; its one argu-
ment, Duty ; its one motive, Love ; its one hope, God. Of
course, we are aware that, in varying degrees, all the sects
are blest with some such churches, in which the spirit is
better than the creed, and the real word of God in the soul
of the living man atones for the unreal word of God between
the covers of a hook : and, if it were not so, what we call
‘The Christian Church’ would soon be nothing but a
corpse. But such blessed oases of the spirit in the desert
of letter and form are, we fear, a minority ; and much,
very much, needs to be done.

That brings home to us the question :—Can we do any-
thing to help? The question is almost a tacit condemna-
tion. Are not we charged with this very ‘treasure’? Is
not our raison d'éfre this very thing,—that we testify to
this divine truth, the supremacy of the spirit # It is pre-
cisely the Spiritualist who can at least ¢ell all the churches
what they must do to be saved. We admit that is some-
thing; and we admit that Spiritualists, as Catholics,
Episcopalians, Baptists, Wesleyans, Unitarians, may do
good service in breathing forth the breath of life from
within : but we cannot help thinking that we might at least
prepare the way for the better thing.

There are multitudes who are not Spiritualists who as
much want ¢ The Church of the spirit’ as we do, and who
might even appreciate it more, because its message and
inspiration would be so new to them. Would it not be
something ¢worth living’ for, if we could mount this ¢ Hill
of the Lord,” and ‘stand in His Holy Place’? It would
probably be undesirable to attempt the erection of any
separate building. Some such beautiful room as we use for
our ordinary or special meetings would serve best. But the
ideal is that which has been often advocated by us and
which has again been proposed by one of our earnest-
hearted friends. We want, we urgently want, a Home of
our own, including a meeting place as peaceful and as
beautiful as we can make it: and we could set about it at
once if our friends would unite and provide the cost. We
know exactly what we want, and we fairly well know what
we could do. All we need is about one half the zeal and
devotion shown by the devotees of the old churches where
but little that is living is ever said ; or about one tenth of
the energy and sacrifice shown at a contested election, for
sending a man with a vote to a place where but little that
is useful is ever done.

MARRIAGE.—Bertram Cotterell, eldest son of Mr. E. W.
and Mrs. M. H. Wallis, to Edith Mary, eldest daughter of
Mrs. Shekleton, of Walsall. The ceremony was performed
at the Parish Church, Walsall, by the Vicar, the Rev. W. 8.
Swayne, M.A., assisted by the Rev. T. K. Sopwith, M.A., on
Saturday, October 6th, in the presence of a number of
relatives and friends.
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