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Perhaps the real want of the age is, not less Religion
and less Church, but more of both—but on new lines, and
with more relation to common life. Here again our bright
brother perhaps hits the centre :—

Is the Church sufficiently democratic? Is it free from
all the demons which torment men in the outside world, or
do devout people find that the ecclesiastical atmosphere is
no purer and no better than the secular? Is the fellowship
of Ezith a warm and sympathetic brotherhood, which men
and women feel and appreciate, or is it an icy relationship,
in which all the divisions and asperities which divide man-
kind are intensified? Of one thing we may rest assured,
the religion that is really magnetic will magnetise on its
own account, and without any feverish effort to develop
energy from the outside. It will burn without constant
fanning. The vital thing grows and bears fruit in season,
and it never occurs to anyone to question its destiny.

The late meetings of the British Association were note-
worthy for nothing so much as for the witness they bore
to the fact we are always insisting upon,—that the old
Materialism of a few years ago is dead and buried. The
President’s address took us far beyond the veil, and most
of the Sections had to take turns at looking over the mystic
space into which Matter disappears, and speculating as to
what lay beyond. One thing is certain, that the Spirit-
ualist has, at all events, ample room to breathe. He has,
in fact, more room than anybody else.

‘Psyche’ for September is a modest pennyworth, but
there is real animation in it. The original writing in it is
well done, and the same may be said of the reporting. It
appears to be a local publication, Forest Gate way. We
wish it success.

TRANSITION OF MR. N. FABYAN DAWE.

We regret to learn that Mr. N, Fabyan Dawe, an earnest
Spiritualist, who was for years a staunch supporter of
the old British National Association of Spiritualists, and a
member of the London Spiritualist Alliance from its com-
mencement, passed to spirit life at Braemar, N.B., on the
6th inst., at, we believe, the age of seventy-two, after
enduring much bodily affliction for many years. Until
compelled by his failing health to avoid assemblies of people,
he had actively interested himself in psychical and spiritual
phenomena since 1869, and to the last fully recognised the
preciousness of the evidence which they afford of the
spiritual nature and progressive destiny of man. The self-
knowledge thus obtainable he regarded as the key to human
freedom. He felt that apart from this truth of truths there
is no moral basis for human society and that a life in har-
mony with this truth is the essence of real manhood and
religion. He exercised a wise humanity in generously sup-
porting the promulgation of true spiritual and social
principles and for many years contributed liberally to the
sustentation of ‘LicHT.” He took an active interest in the
efforts to secure land pationalisation and in other move-
ments for the social uplifting of humanity, whereby the
causes of human misery may be reached and to some extent
removed. Many will, we fear, sadly miss the aid which his
humane heart prompted him to impart so freely.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

N. J.—Not quite up to our standard.

G. W, J.S. H, E. A. W, and T. R. E.—Next week.

E. N.—The subject to which you refer will probably come
under discussion very shortly.

S. 8.—We advise you to persevere. Be calm and sym-
pathetic—but make sure of your ground as you go.

ASTROLOGERS AND THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN
Awmerica.—The prophets are divided. But, so far as we
have seen, the majority declare in favour of the re-election
of President McKinley, although Mr. E. S. Green, of Cali-
formya seems confident that Mr. Bryan will be the successful
candidate,
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A SEANCE WITH THE RUSSIAN MEDIUM
SAMBOR.

TRANSLATED FROM THE ‘ UEBERSINNLICHE WELT.

The account of séances with Sambor by M. Petrovo-
Solovovo, which appeared in the ‘Annales des Sciences
Psychiques,” and has been translated for the ¢ Uebersinn-
liche Welt,” by Dr. Nagel, is concluded in the latter journal’s
double number for August and September. In this conclud-
ing part Petrovo-Solovovo describes three séances at which
the phenomenon of materialisation took place. At the last
one of the three, some of the incidents were so extra-
ordinary and uncommon that I will translate the whole
account, thinking it will interest English readers, as well-
authenticated narratives of materialisations are far from
frequent at the present day in England.

The account runs as follows :(—

I come now to what is, perhaps, the most important
incident in all the séances ; but before I proceed to give
S——n’s account of it, I must prefix it with a few details.

Herr S——n became acquainted with the medium
at my house (in December, 1897), and, in spite of the
difference in their social position, a kind of friendship
sprang up between them. Besides the ordinary séances,
they had some special ones together for automatic
writing. In February, Sambor came to see me one day
and told me that by this means of communication he
had received a message from a spirit, previously totally
unknown to him, calling himself ‘Friedrich, who had
appointed a day for a new séance, at which only he, Sambor,
S——n, and Herr Bujinsky should be present. *Friedrich’
had promised to partially materialise and to give the sitters
some tokens. To his question as to what I thought of these
instructions, I replied that such predictions deserved no
credit, and advised him not to make the trial. The event
proved that I was quite wrong. This is shown by the
following account of S——n, which he sent me directly after
the séance :—

On May 23rd, 1899, a séance with Sambor was held in
the dwelling of Herr A. Bujinsky. First I will describe the
position of the rooms. A door leads out of a small entrance-
room into the kitchen ; another into a small room with one
window, having a white blind ; a third into a dark bedroom,
in which a small lamp is hanging before a holy picture. By
day the bedroom receives its light from three windows
beneath the roof. Out of the bedroom is a door leading to
the workroom of the master of the house.

We assembled at eight o’clock (S——n had called for
Sambor and brought him with him to Bujinsky’s) and found
the curtain already drawn before the window. Upon the
table we placed paper, ink, pencils, and a sheet of paper
covered with soot. I searched all the rooms carefully and
convinced myself that the doors to them were securely
locked. The servant girl was sent out and told not to return
before an hour, as, if she did, no one would open the door
for her. The dwelling had only one entrance door. There
was, therefore, no one in the house except Bujinsky, Sambor,
and myself. According to the previous direction of the
‘spirit,) we took our seats at nine o’clock. We could see
from where we were sitting the windows of the sleeping
apartment, from which sufficient light entered the sitting-
room for us to discern even objects at a distance. The doors
leading to the entrance-room and the workroom were locked.
At first the medium sat perfectly still, but at 9.14 he began
to be restless, and at 9.30 he seemed to be in much pain, at
which time the first phenomenon occurred ; this was a creak-
ing sound in the door leading to the entrance-room, and a
sound of rustling in the bedroom.

At 9.50 the hands and the head of the spirit ‘Fried-
rich’ appeared before the one light window of the
bedroom. As ten o'clock struck, ‘Friedrich’ told us to
let the medium leave the circle; and during the next
hour we conversed with ¢ZFriedrich’ through the
medium, who gave us instructions and answers in his
natural though rather sleepy voice; it was evident that
he was in the trance state. He then rose and with unequal
steps entered the cabinet, the door of which he left open,
so that the light from the uncurtained window penetrated
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to the room we were in. To judge from the sound of the
footsteps the medium must have been in the bedroom when
we first heard the voice of ¢ Friedrich’—a very loud one—
which bade us not to break the chain. Then we heard dis-
tinctly the sound of the uneven steps of two persons. We
felt a pain in our hands, and the room became perceptibly
colder. Sambor now showed himself at the door of the
cabinet ; another figure held him by the right hand ;
this figure was shorter than Sambor but much
stouter ; it had a round head with short hair, and the
face was dark grey in colour ; it seemed to be dressed
in black, or rather to be covered with soot. Both
the figures then drew mnear to the table upon which
lay the paper. ‘Friedrich’ sat right down on the chair (while
Sambor remained standing), seized a pencil, the point of
which broke when he tried to write ; upon which he took
another and wrote very rapidly these words (which we
afterwards read): ‘Dear Friends,—I wish you every
happiness. Friedrich.’” During the whole time we were
talking with him, and begged him not to come nearer to us,
as we were not yet accustomed to the cold and to his some-
what terrifying appearance. In spite of this, however, he rose
‘heavily from his seat and walked slowly straight to us with-
out loosing the medium’s hand. The nearer he approached
the colder it became. Our hands felt like lead, but all the
same, we lifted them involuntarily when ‘Friedrich’stopped
before us, and, bending over Bujinsky—who thus had an
opportunity of seeing ‘Friedrich’s’ face—he touched our
hands with his own, while, at the same time, he passed
something dark and sweet-smelling across them. We found
afterwards that this was two beautiful fresh dark red
roses. There were none such in the house, and it is difficult
to suspect Sambor in the matter, for he had laid his coat
upon the sofa, and it can scarcely be imagined that he could
have concealed two big roses with long stalks under his
waistcoat without their becoming crushed.

‘Friedrich ’ and Sambor then withdrew. We soon heard
another voice from the bedroom ; this was that known to us
as ‘Olia’s™ ; besides which we heard ‘Friedrich’say he would
immediately reappear with three other spirits. This we
would not hear of, as Sambor was much exhausted. Then
we were instructed to receive Sambor again into the chain,
which we did. ‘ Friedrich’ then said to me : ¢ Stand up and
take your watch and a pen and hold them both above the
medium’s head.” I did so. The medium sat quite still ; my
hands felt very heavy and I experienced a strong pricking
sensation in them ; but in spite of this I held the watch over
Sambor’s head, with the point of the pen touching the glass.
The medium started as though an electric shock had passed
through him. Then I was told to return to the chain. This
I did, after putting back the watch and pen in their places.
Sambor then awoke. When the light was admitted we
found an interesting impression of ‘Friedrich’s’ hand upon
the blackened paper. A quantity of ink was on the watch-
glass. When T wiped it off we saw some ‘mirror’ writing
on the inner side of the glass, which could only be read by
holding it in front of a looking-glass. In legible and firm
characters was written : ‘In memory. Frid.

After a pause of fifteen minutes we again took our seats.
‘QOlia’ wished to show herself, but the medium was so
exhausted that she could not quite succeed. Once we saw
a white mist, and again in the bedroom a white form of
which we could not distinguish the features. We now
closed the sitting, as very disorderly manifestations began
to take place—books were thrown from a bookcase, and
we were pushed about, &e.

(Signed) S——x,
AL. Buiinsky.

M. Petrovo-Solovovo adds : ‘On the whole, I am inclined
to believe that thesc two gentlemen saw a real materialised
phantom,’ and he concludes these interesting accounts with
a list of instructions to persons intending to experiment
with Sambor. LT

. MapAME FLORENCE MoNTAGUE, the Californian psychic,
will leave England for a holiday, sailing next Tuesday with
her husband, Captain Montague, to America. They will
both be ‘At Home’ next Sunday afternoon, from 3 to 6.

* ‘Olia’ is Sambor’s little twelve-year-old female control.—Tnt.
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IS THERE DANGER AHEAD?

By ¢ WATCHMAN.

The ‘Banner of Light’ for August 25th contained a
leading article entitled ‘Danger Ahead,’ which is far from
pleasant reading. Although it deals with an aspect of the
work of Spiritualism which lies outside the province to
which ¢ LiGHT’ is generally devoted, its importance, as indi-
cating the present state and tendency of Spiritualism in
America, warrants us in dealing with it for the benefit of
the readers of ‘ LiGHT,” many of whom are deeply interested
in the efforts of local societies in this country. The ‘Banner
of Light’ says :—

¢ There is danger ahead,and the sooner the Spiritualists of
America awaken to that fact the better will it be for our Cause
as a_whole. Local societies are everywhere complaining of
hard times and inability to meet their expenses. The most
capable speakers upon the platform are now being asked—
nay, even commanded—to speak twice per Sunday for the
sum of five dollars and expenses. The first cut in expenses
is made in the salaries of the speakers, yet the financial
stringency is by nomeansremove(l). o 5urlocal societies
to-day as a whole are weak numerically and financially.
Many of them report losses in membership during the past
season, while few of them, if any, will open the coming season
with money in the treasury. Unless a change is made,
unless Spiritualists can be induced to support their own
Cause, and not exclusively that of the churches, our local
societies will surely pass out of existence. It mig‘)b be well
if some of them did go down, but we cannot feel that it
would be right or wise to have them do so.’

Contrasting this lamentable state of things with the
large and enthusiastic gatherings familiar to the Spiritualists
of the early days of the movement, the ‘Banner’ endeavours
to discover the cause for the falling-off in the number of
those who now attend the meetings, and this is what it
says i—

‘We are face to face with conditions, not theories, and
those conditions must be met by the Spiritualists themselves.
In the early days of Spiritualism, thousands of people
thronged the halls in which spiritualistic lectures were held.
Those thousands were held in closest attention by the
eloquence and erudition of the speakers, and marvelled
greatly at the logical order of their thought. So great was
the value of the spiritual, intellectual, and ethical or religious
instruction given, the people desired no other phenomena,
and declined to permit that which belonged to the home
circle and private séance to be exploited from the platform.
When the place of the former was actually usurped by the
latter, local spiritualist societies began to disintegrate, and
the result is the present chaotic condition of our Cause
locally in many sections of the land. To this must be added
the introduction of the itinerant system, whereby the
speakers were changed every week or every month. It is
too much to expect that a society will grow in numbers and
financial strength when a highly-gifted inspirational or
trance speaker is followed by a person who can neither read
nor write, whose ability lies solely in the direction of
presenting a few simple phenomena in the way of entertain-
ment. In 1851, and for twenty years afterwards, the
educational phases of Spiritualism were presented to the

ublic ; when these were supplanted by the amusement
features, and lack of Y)roper talent, the cultured, spiritual,
progressive people withdrew from the meetings.

‘There may be several causes for the existing conditions,
but the one of the greatest influence is very easily deter-
mined. It lies wholly in the thought that Spiritualism was
vouchsafed to mankind for amusement rather than for in-
struction. The false idea was seized upon that the greater
the show, the larger and more enthusiastic would be the
crowd in attendance. This put a premium upon the mar-
vellous, and relegated the spiritual and ethical elements of
Spiritualism far to the rear.

We admire the courage displayed by the ‘Banner’ in
bravely speaking out the unpalatable truth in regard to this
matter ; and lest its position should be misunderstood, the
following definition ought to be read : —

‘We are not enemies of phenomena, but we do desire that
phenomena shall not be made to stand as the only represen-
tatives of spiritualistic teaching. They have their legitimate
place, and are invaluable in that place, but when they are
resented to the exclusion of the philosophy and religion of

spiritualism, they menace rather than aid the movement of
wl}))ich they are naturally a useful part. If the Spirit-
ualists would have their meetings attractive and prosperous,
they must make them so by the uplifting character of the
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thought presented, and the assurance of the continuance of
that presentation. They must cater to the tastes of those
who want spiritual instruction, and not turn away to pander
solely to the appetites of the curious and the amusement
seeking classes. If the latter are to be considered, let special
meetings be held for their benefit, at such times and places
as will not destroy the influence of the former.’

To make the meetings attractive to educated and thought-
ful people, competent speakers, who will also be teachers,
are needed—but speakers of ability are being driven out of
the lecture field :—

‘The speaker, if he or she has a family, cannot pay actual
living expenses at a salary of five dollars per week for forty
weeks of the year. The camps do not afford in twelve weeks
an income sufficient to make up what a sEeaker really needs
to live upon. As the natural result of this condition many
of our ablest men and women have turned to secular pursuits
in order to earn a living, and there is danger that others
may follow their example. Itisargued thatthe Spiritualists
as a class are poor in purse, hence not able to give anything
to the support of their religion. This may be true of some of
them, but it is not true of even the majority. The progres-
sive Spiritualist, the spiritual Spiritualist, is found in attend-
ance upon some liberal church or metaphysical or theo-
sophical society, to which he contributes liberally.

‘Can he and his friends be blamed for this course when
spiritualist societies fail to give the spiritual pabulum for
which they are seeking? When the members of local socie-
ties, or those who attend the meetings of the same, are really
spiritual in thought, and sincere in purpose, they will be as
willing to give a dollar to support their religion as some of
them now are to purchase tobacco and fine raiment. They
cannot honestly expect scholarly people to come to their
meetings to listen to bad rhetoric, worse grammar, and
incoherent vapourings in many words.’

What is to be done to find a remedy for the evil, which,
while it may not have reached the acute stage, as it has in
America, is already sufficiently pronounced in this country
to cause considerable searching of hearts? The suggestions
made by the ‘Banner’ are worth considering. They are : —

‘A forward step is the first thing necessary. This step
is the work of every individual Spiritualist. Kstablish per-
manent work in each society, interest all thinking people in
‘the meetings, and engage a.sgeakcr who will labour with his

le to the same end. Get hold of the broad-minded
nitarians, Metaphysicians, and Theosophists ; attract them
by the talent upon the platform, and numerical and financial
strength will speedily come. Do not neglect the phenomena
for those who need them ; it is well to remember that others
may require the helps upon which we ourselves were once
so glad to lean. Therefore we urge the recognition of
phenomena, in the home circle and private séance, where
their genuineness can be determined and their revelations
made clear.’

Do Spiritualists love their cause? Are they willing to
co-operate to present it worthily to the public and provide
attractive meeting places and win the sympathy and sup-
port of intelligent and spiritually-minded people? The
blame has been laid upon the managers of the meetings, but
that is rather unfair. If the members of the societies took
more interest in the work and made their wishes known, the
officers and committees would soon fall into line—especially
if the members showed their approval of a forward policy
by steady attendance at the meetings and generous financial
support.

It has been suggested that a national organisation and
a governing body can remedy the evil and dictate the
course to be pursued by the local societies, but that would
be like attempting to grow the branches of a tree before the
roots and trunk had been developed, and in all probability
would do more harm than good. The healthy growth must
come from the actions of the individual Spiritualists. Those
who are dissatisfied with the existing state of things, and
feel the need for reform, should not take themselves off to
ethical churches, or to those places where they can get
objectionable traditions and dry-as-dust theology, sugar-
coated with fine music, singing, and artistic surroundings,
but they ought to stay n the society and exert their influence
there. If every enlightened and progressive Spiritualist
would do that, and would participate in bearing the burden
of responsibility, it would not then be too heavy to be borne
by the few as it is to-day. We hear that there is a danger
that the meetings which have been held in Cavendish Rooms
for so many years will have to cease unless they are supported
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with more heartiness and generosity than they have been of
late. Surely such a calamity will not be permitted to occur !
The ‘ Banner’ asks :(—

‘What will be the result if our local ‘.?J)irituulist societies
of to-day do pass out of existence? Will Spiritualism be
presented under another name, or will there come a new
movement under other leaders ?

‘It is possible that a union will be formed by liberal
Unitarians, Metaphysicians, Theosophists and Spiritualists,
who will continue to investigate psychic problems and pro-
claim to the world the results of their experiments. If this
is done, then the so-called “ higher Spiritualism,” of which
much is said to-day, will continue to be expounded under
some occult name, while the Spiritualism of our present
local societies will either degenerate to small public circles
around some favourite medium, or become an obscure
system of class work, through which a modicum of
spirituality may be strained into the minds of a few indi-
viduals. We love the word Spiritualism too well to wish for
any other term in its place. It is the one word in our
vocabulary that has become sacred through its application
to and expression of human thought for fifty-three years.
We therefore want Spiritualism, pure and undefiled, as the
name of our movement. We feel that conditions in local
societies can be changed to meet the progressive thought of
the age. We appeal to all Spiritualists in all sections of our
land to rally around the standard of Spiritualism in the
glorious work of reform that will rejuvenate and upbuild
our local societies everywhere. Who will aid us in our
efforts as we go forth to do what we can in this direction ?
Remember, there is danger whead, and that the time for
action is now !’

We cordially unite in the above appeal, and would urge
Spiritualists of this country not to abandon the work, not
to forsake their society, but to endeavour to reorganise it,
and with enthusiasm for the truth and love for humanity

labour earnestly to make our societies centres of spiritual
activity for good.

THE BRIXTON ‘HAUNTING.

This affair, which has unfortunately got into the papers
too early, is undoubtedly the work of some supernormal
agency. The matter was known to ¢ LicHT,” and an investi-
gation arranged, before the story got abroad. Briefly, the
facts are these :—

The bells of the establishment (the Gresham Hotel) have
been ringing separately and collectively, at all hours of the
night and day, for the last five months. Footsteps are
heard on the stairs, and doors bang during the night. Two
barmaids are believed to have left on this account ; and the
proprietor (a confirmed sceptic) is only anxious to get rid of
the nuisance. The writer has heard and seen every bell on
the premises ring at midday ! The ‘rat’ theory, so much
employed by the would-be facetious as a double entendre, is
utterly out of the question—a paleolithic joke that still
passes for wit !

A séance was held on Tuesday, 11th inst., by kind permis-
sion of the proprietor, with Mrs. Brenchley, who, as kindly,
gave herservices. There were only two Spiritualists in a circle
of nine ; the conditions were, naturally, most difficult for
any medium. However, Mrs. Brenchley was soon ‘influenced,’
and made much ado about one who had dropped down
dead in the house. A man died in the bar singing ‘ Those
bells shall not ring out’some few months ago! This fact
was absolutely unknown to the medium, who was a stranger
to us and the district ! In the various rooms into which we
followed the medium, deaths were described, and she pointed
out one particular window through which she said a coffin
had been lowered ! 7'his was all subsequently verified !

The chief witnesses of the phenomena are the proprietor
(Mr. Welch), the manageress, the barmaid, the potman (a
soldier lately at the ‘front’), and the writer. The actual
causes of the phenomena have still to be discovered.

W.C.L.

SpIrITUALISM IN CANADA.—We are pleased to be able to
record the fact that the Spiritualists of Canada have formed
an association for the Dominion, of which Dr. Austin has
been elected president, and Mr. R. W. Sim on, of 414, Yonge-
street, Toronto, the secretary. A ‘Ca.nmi)iz,n Day’is to
set apart at the Lily Dale camp next year, when Dr. Austin
will be the speaker, We sympathise with the efforts of our
Canadian friends and wish them a large measure of success.
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MAN, AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO GOD.

By Avrrrep KiTson.

It is a grave error to attempt to define the undefinable,
and thereby limit the illimitable, an error that is too
frequently made. Yet we are as conscious of a Supreme
Power, an Invisible Principle, but not a personal God—to
whom it would be an absurdity to impute the form, the
sentiments, and passions of men—as we are of the existence
of gravitation, neither of which, however, depends on our
ability to define it. To make one’s belief in their existence
depend upon the ability to define them would be ridiculous.

The well-known illustration of the ‘design argument’ of
Paley, will, if carried to its logical issue, show us how man-
kind has erred on this question. If we could endow the
watch with intelligence, and then ask it to define its maker,
it would, reasoning from the analogy of its own nature and
wonderful mechanism, inevitably conclude that its maker
was an enormously big watch ; and its answer would be in
accordance with that idea. This is a brief illustration of
what mankind has done, and continues to do in its mind
and speech concerning God ; it has likened this Supreme
Power to itself; and it seldom fails to designate as ‘atheists’
those who have outgrown this childish conception.

The thought of God as a person may be as necessary to
the multitude, on which to fix their attention at the hour of
prayer—and images may, and undoubtedly do, serve a
similar purpose for those less mentally strong—as crutches
are for those who are unable to go without them, but in each
case it should be the duty of their respective teachers to
lead their minds from the sign to its signification, and from
the anthropomorphic conception of God to the Infinite
Spirit.

It is gratifying to note there are indications of the latter
being realised in certain quarters, but, as a rule, it is in a
hesitating, half-hearted manner. The phenomenon of life
in its myriads of forms, and the knowledge of the existence
of the illimitable expanse of suns and systems of suns, with
their probable systems of habitable worlds like our own,
have tended to enlarge man’s conceptions of God from the
anthropomorphic creator to an Omnipresent ocean of Life
in Whom we live and move. The immanence of God in Nature
is being adopted as the most reasonable conception of God.
This is opposed to the idea that ‘God is a spirit,’ as @ spirit
implies limit, and that which is limited cannot be Infinite ;
and God being immanent in Nature—in which term I include
the spirit-world—and Nature being Infinite in extent and
duration, the two—God and Nature—are co-equal and co-
eternal, God being to Nature what the soul is to the human
body.

The ancient Egyptianslooked upon God as being the Soul
which animated all Nature ; not external to and separate
from the world, but embodied in it. From this Universal
Soul it was imagined that all gods and demi-gods, as well
as the souls of men and inferior animals, and even plants,
were emanations. They considered every part of the visible
universe as endowed with life, energy, and intelligence.
They worshipped the intelligent and active cause of the
phenomena of Nature, as it is displayed in its most striking
and powerful agencies, but without clearly distinguishing
the cause from the effect ; or they believed that the elements
themselves were animated.

The inhabitants of Thebais, in Upper Egypt, were said to
have worshipped the immortal uncreated God alone, whom
they called Cneph ; for which reason they were exempt from
contributing to the maintenance of the sacred animals
adored in Lower Egypt.

This excellent conception of God and our relation thereto
did great credit to the ancient Egyptians, as it came very
near the best thoughts and conceptions of to-day. God is
All-present, All-embracing, and is the fountain of all life and
being ; and that being so, we are a part thereof. Hence the
brotherhood of man follows as a natural consequence. This
being granted, we are safe in aflirming that parentage per-
tains to the physical body and its psychological environ-
ments only. It is by these that the differentiated Zyo, or
self-conscious soul, is conditioned. Parents do not beget
souls, but physical organisations for differentiated souls to

Li I GH T,

453

dwell in. Neither are souls waiting for bodies in which to -
take up their abodes on this earth. They are individualised
portions of the All-present Soul we call God, and henceforth
those differentiated by the human body maintain their
individuality, while the differentiated portions that animate
the animal and lower kingdoms lose their individuality at
death, except where the magnetic affections of those who
have pet animals and birds may enable them to maintain a
temporary spiritual individuality which will last as long as
the magnetic attraction is able to maintain it. This explains
why animals are seen in spirit-life ; but it does not follow
that they are immortal. The vast spheres of the spirit
world afford ample scope in which to unfold and perfect all
the latent, God-derived, and divine qualities of our nature
without having recourse to reincarnation.

God being immanent in Nature, and divine, per se, it is
illogical to speak of soul as struggling in and through the
lower kingdoms of Nature to perfect itself in the human
form. Though I may be unable to determine what end
these Jower forms subserve in the great economy of life, yet
it does not follow that they are not manifestations of the
Divine Will manifesting for a definite purpose yet to be
determined by science.

It also follows, as a natural consequence of the postulate
that God is the fountain and source of all life, that this
All-present Soul is as much Mother-God as it is Father-God,
though not commonly recognised as such. If there be any
difference in the soul qualities of the male and female, and
they are both derived from one common source, then that
source must, of necessity, be dual in nature, and we must
come to the conclusion that these peculiarities become pro-
nounced, or determined at the time of differentiation. Or
is it that the equipoise of the soul qualities in the Great
Over-soul constitutes a condition corresponding to what
may be described as neuter? In which case it would be
incorrect to address God as being of either gender.

Again, God being Omnipresent, it is incorrect to speak
of life as flowing, or emanating therefrom, as such a use
of words implies distance between the two, which is a mis-
nomer. We must accustom ourselves to think and speak of
(God as being as all-embracing as the atmosphere, working
in and through Nature with a divine purpose—our at-one-
ment with which gives us happiness, while our opposition
thereto gives us pain.

It will have been observed that I prefer the term ‘soul’
whereby to designate the Zgo. I do so because I am of the
opinion that as the term ‘spirit’ lends itself more readily
than ‘soul’ to compound with other descriptive words such
as world, people, homes, temples, flowers, &c., it is best to
confine the term ‘soul’ exclusively to the signification of
the Kgo, and ‘spirit’ to signify what is, by common consent,
termed the ‘spirit-world.” So that the term ‘spirit’ stands
for the substance or etherialised ‘stuff’ of which everything
is composed on the spirit side of life. The spirit being
objective, but the Ego or soul never, it is proper to speak of
spirit-people, homes, temples, flowers, &c., as distinct from
earthly people, &c. Thus the spirit-world, and its people, and
all appertaining thereto, are summed up in the appropriate
appellation Spiritualism. Whereas such an appellation
would not be appropriate were the terms ‘soul’ and
‘spirit’ used wvice versd@. The above definitions, I think, are
calculated to commend themselves to the spiritual student,
as being by far the most appropriate.

¢All are but parts of one stupendous whole
-~ Whose body Nature is, and God the Soul.’
AvLFrED KITSON.
Hanging Heaton,
Near Dewsbury.

Rev. Moses axp Mrs. Marmie Hurn CoMING TO
ExcLanp NexT YEARr.—‘The Suntlower’ announces that it
is the intention of those energetic and capable workers and
speakers, Moses and Mattie Hull, to visit England in the
autumn of 1901, and, after lecturing for a few months, pro-
ceed to the Continent, Palestine, Egypt, Australia, and back
to America. Mr. Hull began to prea.cg in 1852, when he was
but seventeen years of age. He is one of the most forcible
and earnestly eloquent advocates of Spiritualism in America
—especially from the Biblical standpoint. He should receive
a hearty welcome here.
























