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Book Concern). ¢ Pantheism’ is somewhat misleading, and
the long sub-title very much better describes the book : —
¢ A Summary of recent investigations into Life, Force and
Suhstance, and the opinions based by scientists thereon,
leading up to the conclusion that there is in Nature a
Universal Mind controlling and permeating Nature’s
manifestations.’

The writer has evidently heen a close observer of the
tendency of modern scientific investigations, and is remark-
ably keen in his inferences. His book ought to have a
London publisher.

The consoling truth of Spiritnal Evolution as a Law of
life is tenderly set forth in a sonnet by E. Parsons, in ‘The
Christian Register’ :—

I sing thee, earth, no swan-song of farewell;

IFor, while [ seem to go, mayhap I stay,

And only the illusions fall away,—

Ilusions that the truth in riddles tell,

Whereof the meanings oft we cannot spell:
Henceforth they shroud not, neither bar my way.

The night moves on to ope the gates of day;

And was, s, shall be, blend in ‘ It is well.

So runs my vision : as the centuries roll,

The green and growing earth rounds out, each hour,

A fairer feature of the wondrous whole,

A modest blossom of the cosmic power,

Whose germ, in chaos cast, mounts to a soul.

I see the leaf : shall I not see the flower !

True: the whole earth is but one ‘modest blossom of
the cosmic power,” whose ‘germ, in chaos cast, mounts to
a soul.” That germ the earth supplied, but its culmination,
in soul-life, will not end upon the earth. That inference,
if not inevitable, is highly permissible.

*The Church Gazette’ has been quoting ‘Lricur,” in a
sportive mood. We will return the smile. It says:—

‘ How to live to be one-hundred’ is the question which
forms the raison d'étre of the New York Hundred Year Club.
Of these sages, along with others like-minded, the ‘Sun’
sums up the conclusions. We have no space for all of these
dicta, but the first of them comes from a learned doctor, and
runs—*‘ Avoid fussy women, they kill off persons by the
dozen.” We quite agree; but it is casier said than done.

Among other more obvious recommendations are—

‘Throw away your corsets, and never wear any tight
clothing.’

¢ If not hungry, confine the ecating to fruit ( but why eat
at all ?), and utilise the teeth instead of the stomach.” (i.e.,
if you have any teeth.)

¢ Eight hours sleep.” (If you cannot get nine.)

¢ Drink no milk.”  ( Why not ?)

‘ Take frequent and short holidays.’

(If you can.)
¢ Keep your temper.’

(Also, if you can.)

We have been looking through a number of papers on
Co-operation, lately sent to us, « propos of the late gather-
ings at Sydenham. The very word always attracts us. It
exactly indicates the Ideal. Does it not almost precisely
mark out the difference between mere animality and
humanity ? The one supreme want of the world is the
sinking of the fighting self and the supremacy of
co-operation for the general good. That is not only
righteousness ; it is good business. But we love the ideal,
and entirely endorse the cry of one of these writers :—

Clo-operation is the evangel of humanity : it is the arch-
angel of hope, the antithesis to despair, the harbinger of the
coming golden period —nay, does not the term express its
divine origin? Call it soul, worship it, reverence it, slay
the fatted calf to it ; aye, honour it in whatever form thou
wilt, so long as thy worship reflects the glory of the object.

SELF.—Yes; it 4s a ‘wonderful nineteenth century,’
and many great books could be written about it. It is
ending, however, in a not over-glorious way :—something
like this:—

Bobbie: ¢ Ma, didn’t you say I must always try to make
people happy ?’ Mother: ¢ Yes, my child.’ ¢ Well, I know
a little boy 1 could make very ha.ppy if I had a penny to
buy candy with,” ‘ Who is the boy ¥’ ¢ It’s me,’
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MRS. d’ESPERANCE.

The following interesting information regarding our
good friend Mrs. d’Espérance is translated from a com-
munication to ‘Psychische Studien,” by Councillor M.
Seiling, of Munich :—

Madame d’Espérance, on her way to Oberammergau, in
June, spent two days with myself and my wife, to our great
delight. After some conversation which I had with her
upon the possibility of further séances in the interests of
science, any hope of such must be definitely abandoned.
The reason for this is the firm conviction held by Madame
d’Espérance that such a series of séances would be a risk to
her health now happily restored. Among the many annoy-
ances, insults and injuries to which her mediumship has
subjected her, therc are two instances especially which
have resulted in so great an injury to her health that, with
all her habit of self-sacrifice, she can under no circumstances
again run any similar risks,

The first of these took place while Madame d’Espérance
was still living in England, when the materiulised figure of
‘Yolande’ was brutally grasped. This caused not only a
momentary feeling of agony and death-like terror but a
severe and tedious illness. On the second occasion an
exceedingly injurious effect resulted when, in the case of the
very unusual phenomenon of partial dematerialisation, the
absence of the lower part of her person was observed by
several of the spectators. During the two years’ illness
following this unexpected and most unfortunate occurrence,
her hair, which had previously turned almost white, all fell
off. My wife, at this meeting, was very rejoiced to see her
with a new growth of dark hair, as she had noticed Madame
d’Espérance’s hair to be nearly white in the summer of 1894,
nine months after the unfortunate séance at Helsingfors.

Who could guarantee that even at séances with per-
fectly well-intentioned sceptics, Madame d'Espérance might
not run the risk of some further misadventure? It might
occur, in spite of all precautions, that some unexpected and
injurious phenomenon mwight arise. Those who are really
in earnest and who do not treat all human testimony
with contempt, have plenty of evidence for the truth of the
manifestations in the works already published ; and Madame
d'Espérance does not think it her duty to bring forward
continually new proofs of facts already sufliciently
authenticated. But she was willing to make an exception
in the cause of charity ; and therefore last year offered to
give a series of séances, under her own conditions, in London,
Paris, Berlin and Stockholm, if in each place the sum of
5,000 marks were guaranteed for the relief of those suffering
from the famine in lussia, she paying her own travelling
expenses. Unfortunately this offer fell to the ground
through the illness of Herr Fidler, who had undertaken the
business management of the affair, and on account of some
misunderstanding with one of these cities.

Upon two subjects I had some conversation with
Madame d’Espérance which will, I think, be of general
interest. After telling her that the portion of her veil
which 1 had cut off at one of the séances at Helsingfors was
still intact, while, as a rule, materialised substances sooner
or later disappeared, she remarked that such objects had
always remained permanently when they had passed
through many hands or been much handled. Further, I
much wished to know how it was that Carl du Prel had
made no sign ; since he had frequently in his life-time
announced his intention of manifesting after his death, if it
were possible to do so. Madame d’Espérance replied that
according to her experience, as a rule, years frequently
passed before a released spirit could manifest successfully ;
besides it might easily be that Du Prel had not yet found a
suitable medium. Her own father, who had been in the
closest aflinity with herself, had not been able to manifest
till six yearsafter his death, and thenit was through another
medium, and he had passed away five and twenty years
before he was able to communicate through his strongly
wediumistic daughter.  Besides which, Du Prel might be at
present too much occupied with new problems to think of
manifesting on the earth plane.

In conclusion, I must take this opportunity of again
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saying what a favourable impression Madame d’Espérance’s
pleasant, truthful, frank, and peaceful manners make on all
who have the happiness of being acquainted with her. Dr.
Egbert Miiller gave a curious testimony to the worth of
this rare woman when a short time ago he told her that
though he was convinced that spiritistic phenomena were
originated by Satan, he must make an exception of those
which took place with Zer. M. T.

SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA.

Mr. Thomas Lees, an Englishman, who has resided for
forty years in Cleveland, U.S.A, sends us an interesting
letter from which we extract the following news items, which
may prove acceptable to our readers :—

As accustomary with us in Cleveland, all spiritual
meetings are suspended during July and August, the only
exception this year being the Children’s Progressive Lyceum,
now in its thirty-fifth year of existence. Itisthe oldest
organisation of its kind in the United States—Andrew
Jackson Davis, the founder of the system, having helped to
organise it.

The spiritualistic summer resorts, camp meetings, of
which there are at least fifty in this country, are now under
full headway.

While in a measure the varied cults of occultism have
done much good in helping to disintegrate the old creeds,
and have led many towards the light, the fact that a large
percentage are now marching under the banners of
Theosophy, Psychic and Christian Science, Faith Cure,
&ec., has had the counter effect of scattering our forces, and
dismembering what once appeared as a promising, healthy
organisation.

Spiritualism has made such rapid progress that already,
in this country, many inisters are preparing to accept the
inevitable, and some are already proclaiming its truth from
their pulpits. Let us not forget that the churches are
organised. We arc not. While there may ever remain a
radical wing of Spiritualists outside, Spiritualism will, I
think, find its future home in the churches that are already
built, even if they have to re-label the Zsm.

I have read with much interest the suggestion in ¢ Licur’
for the establishment of psychic hospitals. Why not? If
we really have any better system of therapeutics, which
seems to me clearly proven, is it not time to hasten on in
our constructive work, and demonstrate it in some such
way

The writer rejoices, as all Spiritualists well may, that
Mr. J. J. Morse and daughter have made a success of their
bright little paper ‘The Lyceum Banner. Would it be in
order, as we now have no such paper in America, that
Brother Morse be requested to make his ¢ Banner’ an inter-
national paper, that we may by co-operation extend its
usefulness, and help ourselves out of the present Lyceum
dilemma ?

The National Spiritualists’ Association will hold its
annual convention here on October 16th, 17th, 18th, on
invitation of the city of Cleveland, which furnishes free
the Chamber of Commerce Auditorium—the finest hall in

the city. The Forest City Hotel has been selected as the
headquarters of the Association while in convention.

OTHER LIFE THAN OURS.

There seems to be no philosophical necessity for food.
We can conceive of organised beings living without nourish-
ment and deriving all the energy they need for the perform-
ance of their life functions from the ambient medium. Ina
crystal we have the clear evidence of the existence of a
formative life principle, and, though we cannot understand
the life of a crystal, it is none the less a living being. There
may be, besides crystals, other such individualised, material
systems of beings, perbaps of gaseous constitution or
composed of substance still more tenuous. In view of this
possibility—nay, probability-—we cannot apodictically deny
the existence of organised beings on a planet merely because
the conditions on the same are unsuitable for the existence
of life as we conceive it. We cannot even with positive
assurance assert that some of them might not be present
here, in this our world, in the very midst of us, for their
constitution and life manifestation may be such that we are
unable to see them.—NIcoLa TesLy in the ‘Century’
Magazine.
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INTERNATIONAL PSYCHOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE.

Suggestions were made in this journal some time since
for the establishment of a Psychical Institute, and as the
readers of ‘LIGHT’ will remember, our able and esteemed
contributor, ‘Quwestor Vite,” desired to see some such
society inaugurated in this country  The suggestion, how-
ever, did not meet with a very cordial response here, and he
has vherefore given his valuable assistance in the organisa-
tion of an International Institute, of which the headquarters
will be situated in Paris. From the following circular issued
by the promoters it will be seen that the very influential
committee of patrons include many names which in them-
selves lead to the hope that the special aspects of the
subject in which we are chiefly interested will not be lost
sight of.

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE
PSYCHOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, PARIS.

The physical sciences have made wonderful strides in the
century now drawing to its close. It is impossible to
enumerate the many benefits which humanity owes to the
discoveries made in the several fields of these sciences.

In contrast with this, the sciences which deal with mind,
with the laws of human thought, the relation of mind to
body, have made but small progress.

Yet assuredly these sciences could render even greater
services to humanity than the physical sciences. They might
adequately explain existing laws, and perhaps enable us
to improve the basis of our social relations. They could not
fail to have a weighty influence on criminal jurisprudence,
and would show the way to a true prophylaxis against crime.
Educational science would henceforth become a branch of
psychological research, to which we should turn for the
necessary information for enabling us to reform our methods
of education and moral training.

A domain in which the advance of psychology will render
incalculable service is that of the treatment of mental
disease. If we may judge by the results already attained in
the treatment of certain nervous diseases, by means of such
knowledge as has already been acquired with regard to the
phenomena of somnammbulism, suggestion, and the disinte-
gration of consciousness, we may conclude that a great
number of neurotic affections, of distressing and piteous
mental diseases, may be regarded as being at present
incurable solely by reason of our ignovance.

Tt is evident that it is pre-eminently the science of mind
which, more than any others, is capable of satisfying the
restless curiosity of our age. Doubtless it is improbable
that any one science will ever explain completely the
problem of our origin and destiny, but, nevertheless, no
other science approaches these insoluble questions so closely
as that of mind. We see the evidence of this in the ardent
interest aroused by certain phenomena which are really
psychological facts, such as those of the splitting up
(dedoublement) of consciousness, mental suggestion, telepathy,
telekinesis,* lucidity, and mediumship. These facts have
indisputably seized upon the attention of many thinking
men because they appear to pertain to the profoundest
faculties of the mind. The impartial study of these
phenomena will evidently add to our understanding of
human nature, whatever the solution reached may be.
Psychology approaches more closely to the problems of
philosophy and religion than any other science. While this
fact constitutes the chief ditticulty in its study, yet it is the
very thing that enhances its interest.

Many efforts have been made to deal with these inter-
esting and fertile studies, especially in the latter part of
this century. Attempts have been made in several directions
to apply to psychology the experimental and inductive
methods which have produced such remarkable develop-
ments in the physical sciences. Mathematical measurement
has been applied in psychology, in psycho-physiological and
psycho-metrical researches. Under the influence of new
methods, the anatomy and physiology of the nervous

“The causing of motion of objects at a distance.
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system have been metamorphosed. The study of patients
has rendered the analysis of many mental functions
possible. The phenomena of natural and artificial somnam-
bulism, of suggestion, of automatic writing, of many
strange phases of delirium, have been subjected to careful
and minute analysis. Many singular cases connected with
the phenomena of mental suggestion have been noted with
precision, and to some extent explained.

But it will be generally admitted that these studies
remain incomplete in many directions. They are far from
having given the practical results that might have been
expected. They have not presented any definite solution of
the problems that disturb our minds.

One of the causes that have considerably retarded the
progress of psychology is that the importance and use-
fulness of experimental research in this field have not been
sufficiently recognised, nor have the support and resources
necessary to further its development been forthcoming.
Innumerable laboratories and institutes have heen placed at
the service of the savants who cultivate the physical,
chemical, and natural sciences. The psychological labora-
tories, however, are few in number and generally poor. Their
studies have consequently been restricted within very
narrow limits.

There is every reason to presume that the enlightened
public, which has never refused support to disinterested
research, will be willing to encourage also these useful
and fascinating sciences. Especially in America have calls
of this kind always met with a generous response. The
splendid Universities of North America have been mainly
founded, supported, and developed by private donors. The
recently founded University of Chicago is already endowed
to the extent of 65,000,000fr. Two broad-minded and
generous women have devoted more than 150,000,000fr. to
the enlarging and endowing of the Californian University
on the one hand, and to the founding of a new model
University on the other. Amongst ourselves, the Pasteur
Institute, the Solvay Institute, the Sociological Museum,
bhave illustrated the power of similar generosity. It is
probable that many thoughtful personsin different countries
of the world, who are interested in psychological problems,
will be willing to contribute to a work of such eminently
international interest as the development of the sciences of
the mind and the study of psychic phenomena.

For these reasons it has been decided to found the
International Society of the Psychological Institute, for the
purpose of obtaining the patronage and co-ordinating the
assistance of all those who may be willing to further
the progress of these studies. This society will collect
endowments, donations, annual subscriptions, &c., on the
sole condition of employing them for the development of
psychological science. The resources thus collected by the
society will be used by the committee of management to
establish an International Institute of Psychical Science—a
psychical institute destined to become a centre to which all
inquirers and researchers, irrespective of nationality, may
turn for help and advice.

According to circumstances, and to the development
attained by the society establishing it, this institute will
pursue the following aims :—

1. To collect in a library and museum all books, works,
publications, apparatus, &c., relating to psychical science.

2. To place at the disposal of researchers, gifts, or as
loans, according to circumstances, such books and instru-
ments necessary for their studies as the Institute may be
able to acquire.

3. To supply assistance to any laboratory or to any
investigators, working singly or unitedly, who can show
that they require that assistance for a publication or for a
research of recognised interest. This function, which has
been fulfilled so usefully by the Société pour I'’Avancement
des Sciences, in relation to the physical sciences, must also
be discharged by the new Institute in relation to mental
science.

4. To encourage study and research with regard to such
phenomena as may be considered of sufficient importance.

5. To organise lectures and courses of instruction upon
the different branches of psychical science.
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6. To organise, as far as means will allow, permanent
Jaboratories and a clinic, where such researches as may be
considered desirable will be pursued by certain of the
members.

7. To publish the ‘Annales de I'Institut Psychologique
International de Paris,” which will comprise a summary of
the work in which members of the Institute have taken
part, and which may be of a character to contribute to the
progress of science.

This sketch of the aims of the organisation is but an out-
line, and will be subject to modification by the Society of the
Psychical Institute, the institution of which must be our
first undertaking.

The Reporter of the Committee,
DRr. PIERRE JANET.

This programme has been unanimously sanctioned and
endorsed by the following Committee of Patrons :—

MM. F. Alcan, Editeur, Paris ; D’Arsonval, Membre de
I'Académie des Sciences, Membre de ’Académie de Médecine
de Paris; Comte Etienne Apraxine, Gentilhomme de la
Chambre de S. M. I'Empereur, St. Pétersbourg ; Alexandre
Aksakoff, Directeur de ‘La Revue Psychische Studien,’
a Leipzig ; Baclé, Ingénieur ; James Mark Baldwin, Professor
of Psychology at the University of Princeton ; W. I. Barrett,
F.R.S, ]’ro?esqor at the Royal College of Science, Dublin ;
Dr. Baradue, Paris; Mgr. ]gatnndier, de Rome; Bera.ngel‘»
Senateur ; Bergson, Professeur de Philosophie au Collége de
France; Dr. Bernheim, Professeur 4 la IFaculté de_Médecine
a Nancy; S.A.L le Prince Roland Bonaparte ; E. Boirac,
Recteur de I'Université de Grenoble ; le Prince Giovanni B.
Borghese ; Dr. Bouchard, Membre de I’Académie des Scien
Membre de 'Acadéinie de Médecine de Paris ; Dr. Edouard
Branly, Professeur de Physique a I'Institut Catholique a
Paris; Dr. J. Milne Bramwell, M.B.,, London ; Chanoine
Brettes, de Notre Dame de Paris ; Brunot, Maitre de Con-
férences a la Sorbonne, Paris ; F. Buisson, Professeur a la
Sorbonne, Paris; Cailletet, Membre de I'Académie des
Sciences de Paris ; Capitaine Sadi Carnot, Paris ; Sir William
Crookes, F.R.S., Loms)on ; Dr. Crocq, de la Faculté de Méde-
cine de Bruxelles ; Dr. Dariex, Directeur des Annales Psy-
chiques, Paris; Dr. Duclaux, Membre de I'Académie des
Sciences, Membre de I'Académie de Médecine, Directeur de
PInstitut Pasteur a Paris ; Dr. Durand de Gros ; Dussaud,
Docteur és-sciences, Ingénieur-Conseil ; Gnsc-Defossés, Pro-
fesseur de Philosophie ; Effront, Directeur de ’Agence Télé-
%ruphique du Nord ; Louis Feine, Architecte, Paris; Dr.
‘errier, Professor of Neurology at the London University ;
Camille Flammarion, Astronome, Secrétaire Général de la
Société Astronomique de France ; Th. Flournoy, Professeur
de Physiologie-Psychologique & 'Université de Genéve; A.
Fouillé, Membre de I'Institut ; Gariel, Membre de ’Académie
de Médecine, Professeur a la Faculté de Médecine, Paris;
Dr. Elmer Gates, Laboratory of I’sychology at Washington ;
A .tVan Gehuchten, Professeur de Psychologie a I' Universi
de Louvain ; Comte Arnaud de Gramont, Docteur és-sciences ;
M. Grasset, Professeur a la Faculté¢ de Médecine a Mont-
pellier ; Prof. James Gore, in charge of International Con-
gresses for U.S.A. at the Paris Exposition ; E. Hyla Greves,
M.D., M.IR.C.P. ; Bogdan P. Hasdeu, Membre de I’Académie
des Sciences, Professeur a 'Université de Bukarest; Dr.
Héricourt, Chef du Laboratoire de Physiologie a I'Ecole de
Médecine, Paris; R. Hodgson, LL.D., Boston ; Professeur
Giovanni Hoffmann, Rectore Instituto Orientali di Napoli ;
Constantin Istrati, Membre de I’Académie des Sciences,
Professeur de Chimie organique & 1'Université de Bukarest ;
(. Ixner, Docteur ¢s-sciences, Vienna ; Professor William
James, Professor of Psychology at Harvard University,
U.S.A. ; Dr. Pierre Janét, chargé d’un cours de Psychologie
expérimentale a la Sorbonne, Directeur du Laboratoire de
Psychologie de la Clinique de la Salpétri¢re, Professeur
suppléant au College de France ; Dr. Paul Joire, Président
de la Société de Psychologie Expérimentale a Lille ; Prince
Bojidar Karageorgewitch ; Dr. Laborde, Membre de I'Acadé-
mie de Médecine, Directeur des travaux pratiques de
Physiologie a I'Ecole de Médecine de Paris ; Dr. Liébeault,
de Nancy ; J. Liegeois, Correspondant de I'Institut, Pro-
fesseur de I'Université de Nancy ; Professor Oliver J. Lodge,
F.R.S.,, Birmingham ; Dr. Cesare Lombroso, Professeur de
Psychiatrie a I’Université de Turin; Marey Membre de
Académie des Sciences, Membre de I'Académie de
Médecine ; Jean Mascart, Docteur és-sciences, Astronome a
I'Observatoire a Paris ; C. C. Massey, London ; Maxwell,
Substitut du Procureur Général a Bordeaux ; M. Men-
delssohn, Professeur de DPsychologie & I'Université de
St. Pétersbourg ; A. Meziéres, Membre de I’Académie
Frangaise ; Dr. Ii. Metchnikoff, Membre de I'’Académie de
Médecine, Chef de service a I'Institut Pasteur ; .
Mend¢léieff, Professeur émérite, Directeur de la Chambre
Centrale des Poids et Mesures de St. Pétersbourg ; Auguste
de Morsier, ‘Ingénicur, Paris; Henri Moser, Commissaire
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Général de Bosnie et Herzegovina & Paris; Comte V.
Mouravieff-Amoursky, attaché militaire & 'Ambassade de
Russie & Paris; Professeur Moutonnier, Hyéres ; Oswald
Murray, London ; Frederic W. H. Myers, M.A., President of
the Society for Psychical Research, London; Dr. Ochorowicz,
de Varsowie, Professeur a I'Université de Lemberg ; S.A.R.
le Prince Henri d'Orléans; Son Exe. le Prince L. Ouroussof,
Ambassadeur de Russie a Paris ; Edmond Perrier, Membre
de I'Académie des Sciences, Directeur du Muséum,
Paris ; Petrovo-Solovovo, Gentilhomme de la Chambre
de S. M. TEmpereur, secrétaire de la Chancellerie
du Ministére des Affaires Etrangtres de St. Pétersbourg ;
Arthur Raffalovich, Correspondant de I'Institut, Paris ; P. I.
Ratchkowsky, Conseiller d’'Etat, Paris ; Professeur F. Ray-
mond, Membre de ’'Académie de Médecine, Professeur de la
Clinique des Maladies du Systéme Nerveux, Médecin de la
Salpétriére ; Th. Ribot, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences
morales, Professeur de Psychologie expérimentale et com-
parée du Collbﬁze de France, Directeur de ¢ La Revue Philo-
sophique’; Charles Richet, Membre de I'Académiec do
Médecine, Professeur de Physiologie a la Faculté de Méde-
cine a Paris, Directeur de ‘ La Revue Scientifique’; Colonel
A. de Rochas, de I'Ecole Polytechnique a Paris ; Baronne
de Rosenkrantz, Rome ; Th. Sabachnikoff, Paris ; M. Sabatier,
Professeur de Biologic & 1'Université de Montpellier ; Dr.
Visani Scozzi, Florence ; Dr. Freiherr von Schrenk-Notzing,
Munich ; G. Sdailles, Professeur de Philosophie & la Sorbonne;
Mrs. May Wright Sewall, President of the International
Council of Women, U.S.A. ; H. Sidgwick, late Professor of
Moral Philosophy, Cambridge ; J. W. Sharpe, M.A.; Edouard
Schuré, Paris; James Sully, Professor of Psychology,
London University ; A. Tarde, Professeur au College de
France ; Prince Tarkhane-Mouravoff,Professeur de Zoologie
a I'Université de St. Pétersbourg ; Ch. Lloyd-Tuckey, M.D.,
London ; A. Van der Naillen, President of the School of
Engineering, San Francisco; Prince Nicolas Viasemsky,
Maitre es-antropologie, Secrétaire de "’Ambassade de Russie,
Paris ; Marquis W. de Virieu, Paris; Dr. W. W. West-
cott, M.D., D.P.H., London ; S. Yourié¢vitch, Gentilhomme
de la Chambre de S. M. 'Empereur, attaché & ’Ambassade
de Russie a Paris; Dr. Yung, Professeur de Zoologie a
I’Université de Genéve.

The International Society of the Psychical Institute will
consist of three classes of members : Founders, Donors, Ordi-
nary Members.

1. Founders will consist of members who subscribe
10,000fr. or more.

2. Donors will consist of members who subseribe 1,000fr,
or more, or who pay an annual subscription of 100fr. or
more.

3. Ordinary Members:

(a) Those who gave their adhesion to the project of the
Institute at its first meeting.

() Those who have been nominated by clection at

subsequent meetings.

The ordinary members will pay an annual subscription
of 20fr.

P.S.—Please inform the secretary whether you will
becowme a member of this socicty, and if so, of which of these
three classes.

The following oflicers were nominated at a general
meeting of the members of the society, held on June 30th,
1900, at the oflices of the society, 19, Rue de I'Université,
Paris :(—

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 0F ORGANISATION.

For AMERICA : Dr. Morton Prince, Boston.

For ExcrLanD : Mr. F. W. H. Myers, President of Society
for Psychical Research, London.

For France: M. D’Arsonval, Membre de ’Académie des
Sciences, Membre de I'’Académie de Mdédecine de Pavis ; M.
Bouchard, Membre de’Académiedes Sciences et de Médecine ;
M. Duclaux, Membre de I'Académie des Sciences, Membre
de 'Académie de Mdédecine de Paris, Directeur de I'Institut
Pasteur, Paris; M. Marey, Membre de I'Académie des
Sciences, Membre de I'Académie de Mddecine de Paris ; M.
Sully Prudhomme, Membre de 'Académie Francaise ; M.
Ribot, Membre de I'’Académic des Sciences Morales, Pro-
fesseur au Collége de IFrance, Directeur de ‘La Revue
Philosophique.’

For GerMaANY: M. von. Schrenck-Notzing, Baron ct
Docteur, Munich.

For ItaLy: M. Lombroso, Professeur de Dsychiatric a
I'Université¢ de Turin.

For Russia: M. Mendd¢léieff, Professeur emerité a St.
Pétersbourg ; M. J. Ochorowicz, Docteur en Philosophie,
Professeur a I'Universit¢ de Lemberg.

For SwiTzErLAND : M. Flournoy, Professeur de Psycho-
logie & I'Université de Gencve.

Ll G HT:

413

ExecuTive COMMITTEE.

M. le Dr. Pierre Janét, Directeur du Laboratoire de
Psychologie & la Salpétriere, Professeur suppléant au Collego
de France, Chargé d’un cours de Psychologie a la Sorbonne.

M. le Dr. Charles Richet, Membre de I'’Académie do
Médecine, Professeur de Physiologie & la Faculté de Mdéde-
cine de Paris, Directeur de ‘ La Revue Scientifique.’

Mr. Oswald Murray, National Liberal Club, London.

(GENERAL SECRETARY : M. S. Youriévitch, Attaché a’Am-
bassade de Russie a Paris.

AsSISTANT SECRETARIES : M. Baclé, Civil Engineer ; M.
Louis Feine, Architecte diplomé par le Gouvernement
Frangaise; M. Jean Mascart, Docteur es-Sciences, Astronome
a I'Observatoire de Paris; Marquis de Virieu, Docteur
es-Sciences.

SECRETARY FOR ENGLAND : Mr. Oswald Murray, London.

SECRETARY ¥OR ITALy : Dr. P. Visani Scozzi, Via Cerre-
tani, 3p. 20, Florence.

SECRETARY FOR SWITZERLAND: M. Th. Flournoy, 9,
Florissan, Genéve. X

Treasurers : M. Felix Alcan, Editeur, Paris; M.
Raffalovich, Membre correspondant de I'Institut, Attaché
I'inancier & 'Ambassade de Russie, Paris.

ANIMISM OR SPIRITISM ?

In ‘Licur’ of July 21st, T read an article on * Animism or
Spiritism,” and in a foot-note you say: ‘IPossibly some of
our readers can throw light upon the subject.’

In fact, I thought the subject so interesting that I
translated it and sent it to M. de Rochas, and I give you
his opinion with mine.

This extraordinary case of what looks, at first sight, like
a mental suggestion, may be most probably unconscious
magic. The experiences of Dr. Ochorowicz (of Lemberg)
prove that a number of people can never be suggestioned
at the same time. It is possible to suggestion only those who
are suggestionable. The doctor has discovered a small instru-
mwent which gives the proof.

Now, hereis M. de Rochas’ opinion :—

‘This fact is very interesting, and may explain many
phenomena. It looks possible to me that the child-mediums
may have been suggestioned from a certain distance by the
experimenter. Like you, I do not think it possible that a
whole circle of Spiritualists have been suggestioned. And
I am inclined to think, as you say, that the experimenter
has acted as @ magician would have done, and that through
his will-power he has attracted invisible beings, the nature of
whom we don’t know exactly.’

Moreover, M. de Rochas quotes the following experiment
used by him. Having obtained exteriorisation of the astral
body of one of his psychic subjects, he has been able by
his will and suggestion to give this astral body wny form he
desired, and the other psychic subjects present could see
these modifications, even those subjects who,not knowing French,
were ignorant of what was said by him. ‘I think,” adds M.
de Rochas, ‘with many occult teachings, that the astral
matter may be modified by our will, as modellers and
sculptors do with their waxen models. We can form astral
“Images,” which cannot last along tiwme, but invisible vntelli-
gences may perhaps take advantage of these creations to
present them to a spiritualist circle ; but of course, all those
practices are not without danger.

From the observations of M. de Rochas and myself, I
conclude that the child-clairvoyants veally saw the devil
on the table, but the imprudent suggestion-maker could have
turned the tables against him by such dangerous doings. As
for the fowr fierce looking heings who descended from the
ceiling and of so [frightful an aspect, they were most
probably malericent spirits, ov thought-forms, but such
hypnotic experiences are of the most dangerous kind, for
they ave certainly unconscions magic. A. Erny.

Jaris.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W. W. W.—Under consideration.

T.A, H.A D, AT, J. C, and C. D.—Next week if
possible.

We have several letters in hand on the question ‘Is a
Spiritual Church Needed 7 Some of these will be given
next week, when the correspondence on the subject
must be considered closed.
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BIBLE SPIRITUALISM.

‘Man and the Spiritual World as disclosed by the
Bible’ (By the Rev. A. Chambers. London: C. Taylor),
is a very useful book indeed. The writer of it is a clergy-
man of the Established Church, but he is also a man who
evidently thinks for himself, and who probably enjoys
emptying the sawdust out of old done-for dolls. One of
these old dolls is the pious clinging to the notion of ¢the
supernatural.” He scorns the very word. ¢ When shall we
fling it away as a human impertinence ?” he asks. ¢ Super-
physical’ he can do with, but ¢supernatural,’ never.
‘The physical and the super-physical meet in man,” he
says: ‘there are things in Heaven and earth that are
super-physical, but nothing in the universe of God that is
supernatural.’

Another of these dusty old dolls is the notion that
certain happenings in days gone by, and embalmed in the
Bible, cannot happen now. Mr. Chambers is splendidly
on our side in repudiating this. The Bible, he says, has
been wrongly read and wrongly applied because of this
error: and also hecause of it certain immensely important
facts and truths in our own day have heen missed.
¢ Churchgoers and chapelgoers smile increduously at the
suggestion of its being possible that spiritual experiences,
similar to those recorded in Scripture, may occur to those
who are living now. They can devoutly believe that
Moses was seen on the mount by Christ and some of his
disciples, and that Paul came into personal contact with
spirit people, but they refuse to believe in spirit-appearances
now. ‘If St. Paul had penned in the nineteenth instead
of in the first century his experiences of the spiritual,
many who revere his writings and think they believe them
would not hesitate to account him a suitable case for the
lunatic asylum.” He contends, precisely as we do, that the
spirit-world is a natural world, that its laws and possibilities
are permanent, and that what happened thousands of years
ago in relation to it can and will happen now, in the same
circumstances, and that there is not a phase of spirit-
communion recorded in the Bible which has not its counter-
part in present-day experiences. ‘The church or chapel-
goer, who thinks it incredible that a person whose interior
faculties are open should sec a spiritual being, or hear a
spirit-voice, ought not to believe that Abraham, Samuel,
the prophets and others had these same experiences.’

Another popular and very venerable old doll is the
delusion that the spirit-world is somewhere ‘beyond the
stars.” That phrase is as old as the Christian inscriptions in
the catacombs of Rome, and it still survives: but, says
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Mr. Chambers, ‘the spiritual world is everywhere, and
interpenetrates the physical.” ‘A person whose earthly
body has just died is as much in the Spiritual World
within the four walls of his death-chamber as he would be
had his released spirit-body been transported to the other
side of the furthermost stars’ But the Christian world,
for the most part, is in a very hazy condition concerning
the spirit-world. In fact, believers in the ultimate
physical resurrection can hardly be said to believe in
the spirit-world at all. Mr. Chambers calls them
¢ Christian-materialists.” Happily, this old-world crudity is
disappearing, but multitudes still lack any clear notion of
the unseen world. Heaven is to them ‘a happy place’
“far, far away.” Yes, very *far, far away.” The average
hazy Christian ‘has no idea at all of a Man in the World
Beyond ’; a spirit is, to him, ‘an organised, formless, intan-
gible,surviving something ; a shade, an airiness, a nebulosity;
no more resembling man than gas resembles coal.’” This
analogy of his is a rather bad one, but it will serve to point
the reproach.

There are plenty of other dolls—and Mr. Chambers
seems to know them all-—but we will name only one other.
It is the old, old deterrent that God has ‘ hidden this secret
thing’ from us: but our friend justly finds in the per-
sistent longing to know this ‘secret’ a finger-post pointing
towards the likelihood of fuller information. ¢ What more
reasonable,” says this sensible clergyman, ¢than that there
should be growth and development in man’s thoughts and
developments of the Spiritual, as there undoubtedly has
been in all other departments of mental activity !’

But Mr. Chambers is by no means an upsetter of dolls
only. He is strongly aflirmative and highly instructive as
an expositor of the facts and teachings of the Bible.
‘Facts,” be it noted, as well as teachings. Unfortunately,
people are too fond of ‘texts,’ although records of
experiences are far more to the point. We have always
contended that the Bible, from heginning to end, is a bhook
of spiritualist experiences, and that it is from these, and
not from bare assertions in texts, that we can deduce its
real teachings. We do not share Mr. Chambers’ extreme
view as to the supreme and unique authority of the Bible,
but we entirely agree with him that this precious legacy
from the old world contains a very full account of man’s
spiritual nature and his relations to the spirit-spheres. The
following sentences from this exposition of the drift of the
Bible records will sufticiently indicate its own testimony :(—

Hundreds of pious authors seem not to have had
the faintest idea of a fact concerning man’s interior life,
which is clearly disclosed by Scripture viz., man’s
possession of a Spirit-body, which is encased, during the
earth-life, within his physical body. The existence of such
a body is })lainly taught by Scripture.

Man, atter death, is in bodily form.

Man, while in the Earth-life, possesses certain faculties
that point to an interior Spiritual Organisation.

Moses, when seen by Peter, James and John, was
possessed of no more than he had taken with him, when at
death he had stepped from the sphere of the material into
that of the Spiritual.

The Bible distinctly asserts that what was seen and heard
by men through the mediumship of their super-physical
faculties had « real and oljective existence.

Man, in his essence, in the basis of his being, is a spirit,
even when passing the first phase of existence on the plane
of matter. The act of dying does not transform him into a
spirit. He is that before he dies.

We fully agree that all this, and much more, is quite
obviously deducible from the records of spirit-powers and
spirit-communion with which the Bible abounds, and we
specially agree with Mr. Chambers in the opinion that the
Spiritual is a world of widely-differing life and experience,
and that it is an educational one. But here we come to an
apparently deep and wide gulf, and a gulf that seems per-
fectly unnecessary and yet so terribly difficult to pass. The
whole of it is found in one and only one unfortunate page


































