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A writer in ‘The Sheffield Independent’ whose insulting
letter does not deserve notice, and whose signature
(“Sanity’) is necessary information, suggests that Spirit-
ualism is responsible for much of the increase of insanity.
In the first place we doubt that increase, notwithstanding
Lunacy statistics. There is a large increase in the lunacy
trade, we admit : but that is a very different matter, and
needs looking into ; and we believe that the more it is
looked into the less will it be confounded with an actual
increase in lunacy.

Still, there probably is an increase in lunacy of a certain
kind, but we think it is mainly due to the frightful
speed at which we are living, the strange upgrowth of
sordid selfishness on almost every hand, and the want of
Spiritualism. For our own part, we believe that Spirit-
ualism, by taking away the fear of death, by putting out
the fires of hell, by teaching us to expect happy meetings
with those who have gone forward, and by generally
making us rational, tends to keep the mental balance true :
and, where the reverse is the case, we think the reason
usually is that people, like this wretched writer, turn a good
gift into a terror, and drive the sensitive into a morbid
state.

Are we mindful enough of the need of heart-sunshine
there is in the world ? And yet it would e so easy to
give it! ¢O, mamma, smile on me !’ cried the little four-
year-older who saw the grave faces when she came down
late, and ‘the blessing ’ was being asked. It is one of the
heart-weary cries of the world, though pride often
smothers it.

In a certain Report from the Theosophists of America,
the following passage occurs :—

And so our little band of American Theosophists may
approach the twentieth century with colours flying, hearts
elate, ranks coherent. There are not very many of us, but
that fact is of no moment whatever. Sizeis not the criterion
of function. The heart is not a large organ, yet it propels the
living blood to the remotest part of the body. And so we,
instinct with force, suffused with the true spiritual
philosophy, and vitalised with earnest purpose to do the
master’s work in humanity, may in such wise send through-
out this great land currents of truth and life that in time
every city, every hamlet, shall be reached. Not at once, but
perhaps at no distant era, there may come a day when no
man s'rmll say to bis neighbour, ¢ Know thou Theosophy,’ for
all shall know it, from the least even unto the greatest.

Pity AxXD Proxy.—This, from an American journal,
is as good as many sermons, and better than some :—

There was a piece of cold pudding on the lunch table, and
mamma divided it between &illie and Elsie. Willie looked
at his pudding—then at his mother’sempty plate. ¢ Mamma,’
he said earnestly, ‘I can’t enjoy my pudding when you
haven’t any. Take Elsie’s.

HEewho has most of heart knows most of sorrow.—BAILEY.

It is by studying little things that we attain the great
art of having as little misery and as much happiness as
possible.—JoHNsON.

Tue ‘Seirrtuar REview, for August, opens with a por-
trait of ‘Tien Sien Tie,’ the well-known spirit teacher who
inspires the utterances of Mr. J.J. Morse. This is followed
by some copious notes of one of the addresses given by
‘Tien’ through his medium, at Cavendish Rooms, upon
‘Crime: Its Physical Circumstances and Spiritual Conse-
quences —an important subject truly, and treated with the
usual humanitarian eloquence of the speaker. ‘Taoism
and its Tenets’is the title of an appropriate article at this
time when China and Japan are occupying the attention of
the world. Astrologers will find something of interest in
¢ An Italian Oration on Astrology in the Fifteenth Century’;
and the editorial notes and gleanings ‘from all points,” and
the ‘ Miscellany,” &c., deal with current topics in a thought-
ful and suggestive fashion. No. 4 of the ‘Review’
maintains, and improves upon, the standard of the previous
issues,
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MENTAL HEALING: A SUGGESTION.

The majority of thinkers are agreed that matter is not
the cause of mind, but mind of matter ; and since scientists
teach us to regard all physical phenomena as the result of
vibrations in a medium, we may assume that mind is the
immanent cause of all these vibrations, whether they occur
in free ether, or in what we call matter, z.e., ether which has
been impressed with vortex motion. All have originated
from the Infinite Mind, as Principal Source, acting through
individual finite minds as agents : all vibrations, therefore,
are subject to, and capable of being controlled by, mental
force, that is, by thoughts.

If we were to take this statement as it stands, without
supplement, we should conclude that a thinking being ought
to be able to entirely control his physical sensations. But the
facts of life do not bear out such a conclusion ; it is very
evident that disease becomes more complicated in proportion
to the intelligence of the creature, and that man, even when
normally healthy, has considerable difficulty, to say the least,
in acquiring complete control over his organism—more diffi-
culty apparently than have the lower animals.

Mr. F. W. H. Myers suggested in a paper which he read
recently before the Society for Psychical Research, that the
difficulty which spirits have in controlling the organism of
a medium may help us to understand our individual
relation to our own organism and the difficulty we each
experience in gaining complete control over it.

The question arises, What is the cause of this difficulty ?
Why cannot we, by thought, direct all sensory vibrations ?
And why is disease so difficult to eradicate in the organism
of the most intelligent being on this globe, in mankind %
To these questions the following answer suggests itself as a
possible explanation :—

No individual comes into this life with a body entirely
his own ; his human organism is not, or at least can only be
in part, the result of his own mental activities. It is always
the result of mental force, but this force has been pro-
jected from various individuals. We all come into this state
of existence under the law of heredity, with organisms
vibrating from the effects of the mental activity of our
ancestors ; and it may be because our relation to our
physical part is thus imperfect, because our bodies are only
partly the expression of ourselves, and are largely the
expression of our forefathers, it may be on this account that
itis so ditlicult completely to control the vibrations of the
atomic body, to regulate this or that disturbing activity,
and to bring the whole into harmony with the will. More-
over, another set of influences has to be contended with and
regulated ; we are not only inheritors of bodies which are
to a considerable extent formed by the mentality of our
predecessors, but we are liable constantly to respond to the
thought vibrations of our fellow beings. The right thinking
and the wrong thinking of innumerable minds are con-
tinually impinging upon one another, acting through
mental contact upon each other's organisms and affecting
them for good or evil. Such are the complex conditions which
are involved in the theory we are considering, conditions
which may be in no small degree the cause of the health and
disease which prevail.

We should not then expect to find that any single indi-
vidual is able to claim total exemption from disease, or that
any can venture to attirm : ‘If I can order my own thoughts
into healthy channels, 1 am sure never to suffer from disease
or pain.’ For Humanity is one, and all the members are
liable to be affected by the weakness or wrong thinking of
the less developed, and these effects may reveal themselves
in organic disease. Whether the disease is simply caused by
disturbing mental vibrations or is due to physical vibrations
produced by insanitary conditions, does not aftect the point,
which is, that the defects of others, both in thought and
action,are continually affecting each individual mentally and
physically, and starting vibrations both ethereal and atomic
which do not originate in the personality of the person so
affected, and which render the task of controlling our
organisms very diflicult for everyone.

Much may, however, be done by those who recognise the
power of thought and who believe that both health and
disease have their ultimate origin always in mind, not in
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matter. Health may be acquired or strengthened, and
disease may be resisted or pain banished, by the steadfast
cultivation of the exercise of mental control, first over our-
selves for our own physical benefit, and then in co-operation
with the minds of others for theirs.

If control over our own organism and consequent ex-
emption from disease is not entirely in our own power, a
large measure of it is within our reach. There have
been some who have gained it in a remarkable degree ; there
was Onein whom we believe it was more complete than in
any other; but even He was content to share with
Humanity its imperfection so far as to experience pain.

The advantage which this theory has over others
lies in this, that it relates all the different methods of cure,
and (as far as we know) it is contradicted by no fact. It is
merely a suggestion, it claims to be nothing more than a
slight contribution towards a possible solution of a problem.

We have at present a very large variety of curative
systems. An American journal, called ‘Suggestive Thera-
peutics,” recently produced a list of these various systems.
Besides the ordinary medical mode of treatment, there are
hypnotists, Christian Scientists, faith-healers, magnetic-
healers, mental-healers, &c. Reason suggests that if cures
are effectual in connection with all these systems of healing,
they must bear some relation to one another, there must be
some truth common to all. Of course there are those who
will deny this ; partisans will maintain that the system to
which they personally adhere is the only one deserving
of credence ; but those whose tendencies are more catholic
(in the true sense of the word) will not be able to accept so
sectarian a position in relation to the science of healing.

To those who think along the lines indicated in this
article, it is not difficult to accept the fact that medicine
stays disease and effects cures. Drugs presumably do this,
by introducing into the organism fresh matter, the vibra-
tions of which are such as to counteract disturbing influences.
Clever men have been experimenting through many genera-
tions with a view to discovering what substances have
these beneficial effects: why should those who exalt the
power of mind hesitate to recognise that it is capable of
making such discoveries and of discerning how to effect true
relations between the living human organism and the
environment in which it is placed, in which they both act
and are acted upon? Mind is still the discoverer and the
disposer and the controller. Magnetic healing similarly falls
into place ; for if an aura proceeds from the magnetiser it
too must be vibrating, and if it is eflicacious it is so, presum-
ably, because its action alters the vibrations of the atomic
body of the patient.

Whilst thus acknowledging the value of all physical
methods of effecting a change in the vibrations of the atomic
body, we must, however, recognise that direct mental pro-
cesses are more fundamental ; are likely to be more powerful,
because they deal with causes rather than effects.

A mental-healer’s aim is to act upon his patient’s organism,
not directly, but by strengthening the healthy thoughts and
desires in his mind, thus enabling him to effect his own cure.
Certain remarks were made in an able address delivered two
or three years ago by Dr. Milne Bramwell before the Society
for Psychical Research, which showed that in his opinion
the cures which he effected by hypnotism were secured by a
co-operation of his will and thought with the desires of his
patients, desires which their unaided wills alone were not
strong enough to execute.*

The capacity for control, and therefore for health, exists
in each individual mind ; but being, as we are, only in a
preliminary stage of our development, this capacity is mostly
latent and can only be exerted by effort and education, and

* We speak from memory, but under the impression that this is a
correct presentation of Dr. Bramwell's opinions. In this connection it is
deserving of observation that the approach of death is usually accom-
panied by the absence of the instinct to live. Of course there are
exceptions, but it has been often remirked that this mental condition
usually accompanies death, There wasa correspondence on this subject
about a year ago in the ‘ Spectator,’ and a little experience will convince
anyone of the fact. It is possible that this is something besides a
merciful adaptation of the creature to circumstances. If thought and
will can control the vibrations of the Lody powerfully, as they seem able
to do, some people might beable effectually to struggle with death, even
though their life story on this plane was really ended, and their work
completed. Such an undue prolongation of existence is prevented by the
withdrawal of the instinct for Jife when the tent should be taken down.
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often requires assistance. The difficulty which we have in
exerting it is not an accident, it is an intentional part of
our training. If it had been desirable the Infinite Spirit,
who orders all things in heaven and earth, could have
related us so completely to our bodies and to matter that
control would have been easy. He did not see fit to do so;
therefore, presumably, He knew that our spiritual perfection
could be better manifested by the overcoming of obstacles ;
the difficulty exists for the purpose of stimulating the effort to
overcome. Our spiritual education on this plane is one long
course of overcoming : theresult will, without doubt, justify
the process. We are becoming aware of the oneness of our
Humanity by this process ; we are discovering that our pro-
gress must be together, that we act and re-act consciously
and unconsciously upon one another, that we can strengthen
and weaken each other's powers of control.

The greatest service which any man can render to
Humanity is to think nobly. True deeds, where there is
opportunity, inevitably accompany true thought; but
thinking is of chief importance, for thoughts that are pure,
vivifying, strong, are producing healthy conditions, morally
and physically.

Prayer is Godward thinking; prayer is thoughtful
desire in the realised presenceof Deity. Dr. Franz Hart-
mann, in his work on the life of Jacob Boehme, thus speaks
of prayer:—

‘True prayer is not a mere wishing, desiring, but an
action witi)]in the power of the omnipotent God.”

Then he quotes from Boehme the following : —

‘The will necessary to accomplish prayer is far too weak
as long as it is in our own powers that we pray, but if acted
upon by Divine power it becomes awakened, fiery, and
full of (fvesire. Within this desive God Ilimself is acting. . .
He who truly prays co-operates with God internally, while
externally he produces good fruits.’ o

‘A WONDERFUL DREAM.

A writer in the ‘Manchester Evening Chronicle’ lately
gave a rather racy notice of M. Flammarion’s recent book,
entitled, ‘The Unknown,’ respecting which he said :—

The author examines the scientific possibilities of coin-
cidence, of chance, of illusion, of trickery, showing that not
one of these things accounts for the mass of the phenomena.
His conclusion—whether right or wrong is not for me to
say—-is that the soul exists ; that it has at present unknown
faculties ; that it is possible to transmit thought from one
mind to another; that there is a well-defined psychic
current between souls in sympathy ; and that the religion
of the future will be founded on a knowledge of psychical
facts. The latter portion of M. Flammarion’s book deals
with dreams. I have only space left for the reproduction
of one dream. And it is a wonderful dream. The teller is
M. Regnier, a French sergeant-major, who, in 1869, had
pictures painted ¢ with perfect exactness on the soul’s retina
of the sleeper a year before the events they figured occurred.’
When no one was thinking of war M. Regnier dreamed that
he was one of a French infantry company in a village, and
that they were attacked by Prussians, Bavarians, and
dragoons from Baden. At that time he had never seen the
uniforms described :—

‘At one moment (the narrative runs) I saw one of our
officers climb into the church steeple with a field-glass, to
observe the movements of the enemy ; then he came down,
formed us in column to attack, sounded the charge, and
rushed us forward at double quick, with fixed bayonets, on
a Prussian battery. . . . On October Gth, 1870, this
dream came true—village, school, mairie, and church were
there where I had seen them. I saw our major going u
into the steeple to reconnoitre the position of the enemy ;
saw him come down, heard him order the charge to be
sounded, and we rushed with fixed bayonets on the Prussian
cannon. In my dream at this moment I had had my head
split by a stroke from the blade of a Prussian. In the real
fight I expected this, but I only received a blow from a
rammer, which possibly was intended for my head, but only
hit me on my right thigh’

How to dream profitably is a most extraordinary gift.
Some literary people, I am told, make a fair living by
dreaming dreams. Journalists are less fortunate. ‘The
tiny-trumpeting gnat can break our drcam when sweetest.’
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‘THE NEW THOUGHT OF IMMORTALITY/’

By HAcTENUS.

No. L.

The Rev. R. Heber Newton, of New York, has been
writing a series of valuable articles in that excellent new
monthly magazine, ‘Mind,” issued in New York by the
Alliance Publishing Company, and he contributes to the
August number an instructive paper on the ‘ New Thought
of Immortality,” which will interest the readers of ‘ LicHT.

After pointing out that from the time of Jesus there has
been little or no development in men’s faith concerning the
hereafter—that ‘for nearly eighteen centuries there has been
no progress whatever in the thought of immortality ’—Mr.
Newton says that Swedenborg, who died in 1772, gave to
humanity * the first really new conception of the character
of immortality. He reconstructed the whole idea of the
hereafter. One might almost say for the first time in the
history of humanity it took on sane and sensible forms, and
became rational and conceivable, natural and necessary.’

This is high and merited praise, and the fact cannot be
gainsaid that Swedenborg’s thought has acted as a leaven,
and under its influence the world’s conception of immortality
is unconsciously changing. This new thought, says Mr.
Newton, ‘ has been fed during the latter half of our century
by Spiritualism. Whatever our judgment of the nature of
the sources of the ideas that are current in Spiritualism,
those ideas themselves are remarkable. There is a certain
underlying unity among all spiritualistic communications
concerning the hereafter’; and further, ‘the fact remains
that the nature and character of the hereafter, as outlined
through mediums, strangely confirm the visions of
immortality that came through Swedenborg.’

Proceeding to refresh the memory of the reader concern-
ing the traditional conception of immortality, Mr. Newton
gives a perspicuous summary of the old time ideas with
which we are all familiar, which, however, it is well should
be occasionally restated in all their baldness and badness,
and he then turns to the more congenial task of setting forth
the new thought. Dealing first of all with death, he affirms
that it is no real break in life. It is a conjunction, the link
that binds the lower with the higher form of life. It is not
a divorce between the soul and the body, needing to be
annulled by the soul’s reunion with the body. Nature knows
no such backward process. She is not so poor that she has
to stoop to pick up discarded clothes. As the Infinite and
Eternal Spirit is for ever changing the living garment wrapt
around his true self—the garment which we call Nature—so
the child of the Infinite and Eternal Spirit casts aside his
outworn garment. Let there be no mistake, however ; death
is not a mere unclothing of the soul, but a clothing again of
the immortal spirit. No life known to us exists disembodied.
The body always grows around the life. Each cell is an em-
bodiment of mind, and is grown by that mind. The intelli-
gence that grew it can grow it again in a higher form. The
elements out of which our body is composed exist in the air
about ug, in finer and subtler forms. From that atmosphere
can be drawn the materials to reclothe the spirit at its will.
If orchids, hanging from the tree boughs, suck from the air
the materials that build their beautiful forms, cannot the
spirit of man do as much ? Death in reality frees the real
body. Within this outer form there must be an inner
formative something that holds these coarser elements in
abiding identity of form. It is the psychical body, within
the physical body, which is the true principle of form. The
touch of death frees this psychical body, and man, passing
out from the habitation of flesh, finds himself not unclothed,
but clothed upon. Death, then, is the true resurrection, no
other is conceivable.

We have endeavoured in the above summary of Mr.
Newton’s argument to give his own words as far as possible,
but we feel that we must quote the following passages in
their entirety, at the same time expressing our regret that
the writer qualifies, and almost destroys the value of, his
statement by a doubting ‘2f. ¢ If there is any such testimony
‘whatever to be trusted.” Clearly he is of opinion that there
18 trustworthy testimony, or why does he quote it at all?
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But let that pass; we are thankful for the clear and explicit
recognition of revelations which have been made from the
other side regarding the naturalness, beauty, and progressive
character of the human life beyond the incident of death.
Mr. Newton says :—

¢All testimony from the unseen world—if there is any
such testimony whatever to be trusted—confirms the con-
viction that %e who passes through death, so far from
finding himself in a state of unconscious slumber, finds
himselt wide awake, instantly. The dead have found it
hard to realise that they have died. Again and again, if
any such testimony is to be trusted, those who have, as we
say, died, only became conscious of the change that has
passed over them in their inability to communicate with
the forms around them, so well known and loved. They
speak, and no one hears them. They touch familiar forms,
and there is no responsive thrill. Thus they come to know
the change that has passed over them. “I am he that
liveth and was dead, and, behold, I am alive for evermore !”

¢ He who dies awakens into consciousness—the same being
as of old. Heis conscious of his continued personal identity.
He knows himself to be himself. The threads of the old
existence are not cut at the touch of death. They spin on
and on into the new being, weaving the old framework of
memory and association and habit—of all that constitutes
personal identity. Every touch in those beautiful stories
of the after-life of Jesus reveals the continued identity of
the Man of Nazareth. He was one and the same in the
glorious form that he was upon the earth.

‘The dead are, therefore, recognisable by one another
and by the living, if ever communication is established.
This follows, inevitably, from the continuation of personal
identity. The question of our recognition of friends in
heaven is not one that should ever be raised by a thoughtful
man. Despite the changes that take place in our visible
bodies, as they renew themselves altogether every seven
years, the personal identity continuing, we are recognisable,
one by the other, through all disguises. Voice and look will
betray the friend whom we have not seen for decades—how-
ever changed the form may be. As it is here, so is it there.
“Jesus said unto her, Mary! And she said, Rabboni
[Master] ! ”

‘Death ushers us into no foreign world. We will be at
home in the hereafter, as we are at home here. All that is
essential to human life here will be found there. The activities
of our being on earth will be the activities of our being in
heaven. They are the continually abiding activities of our
nature. They cannot change. We must find room for them
in any conceivable form of existence. Life's finest joys and
highest ecstasies would be stolen from us in a heaven where
there is no play for these powers. The occupations of
carth must, therefore, shadow and type the occupations of
heaven. In higher and nobler forms, we must go on doing
there what we are doing here. There must be ample room
for these occupations in the universe revealed to us nowa-
days, the outer vestibule alone of which we enter in this
earthly life.

‘If homes are necessary here,homes are necessary there—
the centres of family life, without which the truest “bands
of a man” would be broken. Those truest “bands of
a man,” apparently broken on earth, must be re-knit in
heaven. ’IELe assoclations that group themselves naturally
here must, in higher and nobler forms, group themselves in
the hereafter. Life without association is death. In
Milton’s swelling phrase, there must be there “ noble troops
and sweet societies.””’

THE LATE EARL OF AIRLIE.

A WEIRD STORY.

The London correspondent of the ¢ Manchester Guardian’
is responsible for the following :—

‘I heard a curious story of the “coincidence” kind to-day
in connection with the death of the Earl of Airlie. The
Earl, for five years, held the position of adjutant of a
Yeomanry cavalry regiment. This regiment has just been out
for its annual training. One day last week the attempt to
hoist the colours of the regiment before the tent of the com-
manding officer was attended by failure. Again and again
was the attempt made, but the flag persisted in flying half-
mast high. This attracted so much attention that mes
sengers were sent from neighbouring camps to know 1
anything had befallen the regiment. Before night fell news
came of the death of the regiment’s old adjutant, the Ear
of Airlie.

Miss MACCREADIE desives to intimate to her friends an%
visitors that she will be out of town until September 9t
next.
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IS FRIDAY AN UNLUCKY DAY ?

In an article which I sent you, entitled, ‘Fateful Friday,
and which appeared in ‘ Licut’ of January 21st, 1899, I said
that there are persons who regard Friday as an unlucky
day for them, and I mentioned some, within my own know-
ledge, who scrupulously avoided travelling on that day, and
who on no account would undertake any important business
on a Friday, believing that to do so would bring them mis-
fortune. I also said that Prince Bismarck believed firmly
in the ‘fatality’of Friday, and declared more than once
that the day always brought ill-luck with it. ‘The Psychical
Science Review,’ of San Francisco, adverting to my article,
says i—

*What is an unlucky day for one is, often, the best day
for. another ; and this is as true in the history of nations as
of individuals. To prove that the supposed unlucky day,
Friday, is lucky in the history of America, the question was
brought up in the “Norfolk Beacon,” and the followin
replies show how little Americans have to dread the supposeg
“ fatal day.”

.‘On Friday, August 21st, 1492, Christopher Columbus
sailed on his great voyage of discovery. On Friday, October
12th, 1492, ‘he first discovered land. On Friday, January 4th,
1493, he sailed on his return to Spain, which, i1f he had not
reached in safety, the happy result would never have been
known which led to the settlement of this vast continent.
On Friday, March 15th, 1493, he arrived at Palos in safety.
On Friday, November 22nd, 1493, he arrived at Hispanola on
his second voyage to America. On Friday, June 13th, 1494
he, though unknown to himself, discovered the continent of
America. On Friday, March 5th, 1497, Henry VIIL of
England gave to John Cabot his commission which led to the
discovery of North America. This is tho first American
State J)a.per in England. On Friday, September 7th, 1565,
Melendez founded St. Augustine, the oldest town in the
United States by more than forty years. On Friday,
November 10th, 1620, the *‘Mayflower,” with the Pilgrims,
made the harbour of Provincetown ; and on the same day
they signed that august compact, the forerunner of our
present glorious Constitution. On Friday, December 22nd,
1620, the Pilgrims made their final landing at Plymouth
Rock. On Friday, February 22nd, George Washington, the
father of American freedom, was born. On Friday, June
15th, Bunker Hill was seized and fortified. On Friday, Sep-
tember 7th, 1777, the surrender of Saratoga was made, which
had such power and influence in inducing France to declare
for ourcause. On Friday, September 22nd, 1780, the treason
of Arnold was laid bare, which saved us from destruction.
On Friday, October 19th, 1781, the surrender at Yorktown,
the crowning glory of the American arms, occurred. On
Friday, July 7th, 1776, the motion in Congress was made by
John Adams, seconded by Richard Henry Lee, that the
United States colonies were, and of right ought to be, free
and independent. Thus, by numerous examples, we see that,
however it mag be with foreign nations, Americans need
never dread to begin on Friday any undertaking, however
momentous it may be.’

Joserit DE KRONHELM.
Gajsin, Podolia.

CHARLOTTE BRONTE’S INSPIRATION.

In reviewing Murs. Gaskell’s biography of the author of
‘Jane Eyre,’ the ¢ Academy’ says :—

‘Charlotte Bronté knew to the full how the artist both
masters and is mastered by his art, and that in the very act
of creation there seems to be, and is, a “something not him-
self making for righteousness,” for artistic rightness and
justice. So she writes to Lewes :—

‘“When authors write best, or, at least, when they
write most fluently, an influence seems to awaken in them,
which becomes their master—which will have its own
way—putting out of view all behests but its own, dictat-
ing certain words, and insisting on their being used,
whether vehement or measured in their nature ; new-
moulding characters, giving unthought-of turns to inci-
dents, rejecting carefully elaborated old ideas, and
suddenly creating and adopting new ones. Is it not so?
And should we try to counteract this influence? Can we,
indeed, counteract it?”

When a sovereign of men objected to a sovereign of music
that there were too many notes in a certain passage, the
answer was : “Sire, there are just the right number.” That
was the kind of reply that Charlotte Bronté made to her
critics: “ It happened so and not otherwise. I saw it, heard
it, and refuse to lie about it.”’—‘ Manchester Dispatch.’
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PRESENTATION TO MR. W. H. TERRY,
EpiTor oF THE ‘ HARBINGER OF LIGHT.

The ‘Harbinger of Light,’ which has been edited and
published by Mr. W. H. Terry, of Melbourne, Australia, for
upwards of thirty years, is a monthly journal of which any
movement might be proud, and we are pleased to see that a
presentation has been made to Mr. Terry by the members of
the Victorian Association of Spiritualists, of which body Mr.
Terry is the president, in recognition of his many lengthy
and self-sacrificing services to Spiritualismin Australia. The
matter was kept perfectly quiet, and Mv. Terry experienced
a genuinesurprise when, on June 18th last, he was presented
with a handsome escritoire, a suitable chair, a reading lamp,
and an album containing the photographs of the various
subscribers. The desk bore the inscription, on a silver
plate: ‘Presented to W. H. Terry, 18th June, 1900, by many
admirers of his labours in the cause of Spiritualism.” After
a highly eulogistic speech by the chairman, Mr. Waschatz,
the presentation was made by Mr. R. C. T. Morgan in terms
expressive of high appreciation of Mr. Terry’s arduous and
unselfish labours on behalf of Spiritualism.

Mr. Terry, in acknowledging the handsome gift, said :—

¢ Dear Friends,—This evening has been an entire surprise
to me ; and while I highly appreciate the handsome present
}y;ou have made me, and still more so the kindly feelings that

ave prompted you, I do not realise what I have done to
deserve it and the high eulogiums bestowed upon me by the
speakers. I was fortunate enough in my first investigation
of Spiritualism to obtain early and convincing proofs of its
trut.ﬁ, and, realising how much it meant, enthusiastically
introduced it to my friends and acquaintances, whilst
ignorant of the difficulties and dangers that beset the path
of those who have not studied the road. Experience taught
me wisdom, and made me more careful to see that the
ground was prepared before the seed was sown. The
initiation of ‘The Harbinger of Light’ was in and by the
spirit world : the paper, with its title and motto, bein
shown in a vision to a sensitive whom I had magnetis
and who stated that the noble-looking spirit who exhibite
the scroll said that I was to edit it. ’f‘his I could not at
first credit, not having had any literary culture or experi-
ence beyond the writing of a pamphlet ; yet within a year
of the vision the first number o? the paper was issued under
my editorship. Although the work in this and other direc-
tions for the introduction and furtherance of Spiritualism
has been onerous, the realisation that it was appreciated and
roductive of good was a sufficient compensation. Many
etters reach me, showing that the contents of the paper
have brought comfort to some and edification to others,
whilst the commendation of many more cultured than
myself endorsed the fitness of the work. I had hoped that
someone would come forward to relieve me from the respon-
sibility of the editorial duties, but no one is in view, and I
am told by my spirit friends that I must still stand at the
helm and, whilst I have health and strength, continue the
work, which is not without its pleasures, your sympathy
being not the least of them. I thank you for the handsome
and useful presents you have made me, which in use will
continually awake pleasant emotions, whilst the album will
remind me of you personally.’

Mr. Terry was deeply affected, and sat down over-
whelmed with emotion.

A number of other friends bore testimony to the value of
Mr. Terry’s work and the esteem in which he is held for
his * straightforward and manly character,’ and the meeting
terminated with the singing of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ amid
much enthusiasm. We congratulate our Melbourne friends
as well as Mr. Terry, for in honouring him they have
honoured themselves ; and while his Jong and devoted
labours have met with such spontaneous and cordial recog-
nition at home, we can assure him that he has friends and
well-wishers in this country who appreciate his valuable
¢ Harbinger,” and trust that he may long be spared to con-
tinue his praiseworthy services on behalf of our common
cause.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

H. B.—Thank you for cutting received.
¢‘Ariel, F.H., HW.W,, A.G., A.B,, and others.—Next week.

THERE may be more joy in_anticipating gratitude'than
bestowing that which inspives it. Therefore to make a friend
let him do a good turn to you.
























