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the facts recorded (if they he facts)’ will sufficiently indicate
its bias. The following extravagance (as to coincidences)
will measure its sense of proportion :—

For instance, that a renchman should have tasted plum-
pudding but three times in_his life, and cach of those three
times in the presence of M. de Fortgibu, whom he never saw
at any other time, presents a combination of events as
incredible as the wildest ghost story that he tells.

We have long asked for scriousness instead of frivolity.
We may have to ask for sincerity as well as scriousness.

Children are often very sharp: and they can be also
very pertinacious. When the two are combined, mothers
beware ! Here is a case: —

The four-year-old daughter of a popular New Hampshire
clergyman was ailing one night, and was put to bed early.
She said, ‘ Mamma, [ want to see my papa.’ Her mother
replied, ‘No, dear; your papa must not be disturbed.’
Pretty soon she said again, ‘I want to see my papa.’ The
mother replied as before, ‘ No ; your papa must not be dis-
turbed.’ it, was not long hefore she uttered this clincher,
‘Mamma, I am a sick woman, and I want to see my
minister !’

We came across a story, the other day, which we com-
mend to some of our over industrious critics. It is as
follows :—

Almost the last time—I do not know but the very last
time—that Daniel Webster appeared in court, he was counsel
in a great patent case—a dispute between the inventors
of two car wheels.  Mr. Webster’s client claimed that the
other man had borrowed his invention, was manufactur-
ing his wheel. Rufus Choate was on the other side ; and
that great and wonderful advocate exhausted his ingenuity
for half a day in pointing out the differences, distinctions,
and want of l‘eseml{)la.nce “between those two wheels. And,
when he got through, Mr. Webster got up, and, putting his
hands in his pockets, he said : ¢ (ientlemen of the jury, there
they ave. Just look at’em!’ And Mr. Choate’s gour hours’
argument was answered.

This is precisely what we keep on saying to our laborious
Choates. We know it is not as casy to examine our evidence
as to look at two wheels, but it is a hundred times more

satisfactory and to the point than ignorant denunciation
and inexperienced scorn.

ASTROLOGICAL.

The July number of ‘Modern Astrology’ contains the
first of a series of articles entitled ‘Descriptions from the
Rising Signs.” The sign Aries is taken and its character-
istics are illustrated by the publication of the photographic
portrait and the horoscope of a certain Indian gentleman, a
keen student of astrology. Bessie Leo has a suggestive and
helpful paper upon the planet Mercury as symbolical of
mind in a nativity. Another interesting article deals with
¢Occultisin in Astrologic Study.” Mr. H. L. Bailey is
responsible for the first instalment of ‘The Student’s
Ephemeris for 1901  Of the other articles ¢ Notes on the
Zodical Signs from a Psychic Standpoint,” ¢ A Solar Subject,
and ‘ Observations,’ are deserving of notice.

We have also received the June number of “The
Sphinx,” published in Boston, U.S.A. (sole agent in this
country, J. M. Watkins, 53, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.) It is
an attractive and ably edited magazine. The article dealing
with ‘The Horoscope of the French Republic’ is of con-
siderable interest, as the horoscope has never before heen
published. We note that France should ‘beware of pro-
voking any great sea power, and that the aspects are
not favourable to the success of the Exhibition. In ‘The
Star of Bethlehem’ we have some thoughtful speculations
concerning the identification and symbolism of that
remarkable star. ‘The Character and Fortunes of Capri-
corn’ are strikingly set forth by the well-known astrologer,
Ely Star, and Heinrich Diath contributes from the
Spanish, ¢ A Chapter in Chaldean History and Philosophy.’
There is a continuation of ‘The American Grammar of
Astrology,’ together with the usual birthday information,
and daily advice for the month.
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THE COMPOUND LAW OF LIFE.

By Jounx L. Purpon, M.D.

There is an old saying that a question well put is half
answered. The question recently asked in ‘Licnt,-— What
causes the disintegration of a dead body ?’—may have its
essence presented in another form : ¢ What is the difference
between a living and a dead body %’

This question can be better answered for broad-minded
Spiritualists with enlarged experience than for professed
scientists who are hide-bound by the traditions of the past,
and who are but now opening their eyes to the possibilities
of the future. The scientific Spiritualist is the man to
whose judgment I would like to appeal for a broad and just
consideration of the answer I propose to give to the above
vital question.

The body of a living man is the common property of the
race, inasmuch as it is the medium of communication, actual
or possible, between the soul of the individual possessor
and all the other souls of living men who are confined within
the limits of flesh and blood. We have a sense-knowledge of
each other’s bodies and an inferential knowledge of one
another’s souls, and we have each a mixed knowledge of his
own nature. We know our bodies, in part, as the external
thing in space —objective knowledge, so-called ; and we sub-
jectively recognise the presence of a spiritual unity, but
only through its partial realisation as the Empirical Ego.
Our full knowledge of the True Ego is what Spiritualists
expect in the eternal progress of the members of the race
individually and collectively —the progressive development
of the God consciousness in and through each of us.

Matter has a particular aspect which never yields itself
to a complete physical and chemical investigation ; that is,
in its condition of protoplasm, the physical basis of life,
which must cease to be living matter in the test tube or
balance of the chemist. The knowledge we have of this
matter, independent. of its proportional parts of carbon,
hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, and fractions of other elements,
is that it is a flowing stream of life in which spirit is
embodied, and which manifests its specialisations through
variation in its complexities of form.

Now we, as spiritual beings, are within this matter, the
living elements of our own bodies, just as we are outside
those of our neighbours, and partly outside our own, z.e.,
those parts of our bodies with which we no longer maintain
the continuity of subjective consciousness. Now, if Spirit-
ualism has taught us anything, it has taught us that this
breach of continuity is not absolute, but that a subjective
realisation of the whole organism can be opened up, which
permits what appears to the observer to be an apparent
contradiction of all physical experience. The medium who
“materialises ’ a figure from his own life-stuff, or the medium
who suddenly appears three miles away from her own home
an proprid persond of flesh and blood, furnishes the certifi-
cate of the truth of this statement.

Take two contrasted states of the body as furnishing
indirect evidence of the value of the principle of reversi-
bility here applied. A man will lie in a trance for days,
with all the indications of the blood circulation absent, and
then recover his mental and physical vigour without
apparent loss. But if a string be tied round the leg of that
man while in the full exercise of his bodily functions, the
advent of gangrene is as certain as the rising of the sun,
under ordinary circumstances. I add the restriction
advisedly, for we have the light of analogy to guide us in
believing that a power which, by establishing abnormal
physiological conditions, ‘can prevent a red-hot lamp
chimney from burning the flesh of a medium, might very
well prevent mortification from taking place by inducing
something corresponding to the trance state, when the
pressure of a tight ligature would not be followed by its
usual bad effect. The simple fact is, that the law of life
operates under different conditions, or different conditions
determine different aspects of a compound law of life.

As the treatment of fhe subject by the light of mathe-
matical analogy is both safe and suggestive, and, I will add,
necessary—a fact to be soon acknowledged—I take the
liberty of going rather fully into some matters relating to
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the theory of attractions, which I believe point unerringly
in the direction of a true solution of the problems of life
and matter, and afford a safe and logical application of the
method of analogy to their inscrutable secrets.

The relation of thought to extension is a plain practical
matter of fact, and yet it is the difficulty which must be
reconciled with the subjective experience that we recognise
ourselves as beings the essence of whose permanence is
identity in a time succession—sameness of form in a series
of changing events. This is the most general class under
which we can include that which, objectively regarded, is
believed to be the physical basis of the entire range of
nature. And yet we freely acknowledge the necessity of an
extended organism for the expression of the internal soul
life and the maintenanze of its relation to similar units, the
independence of which bas to be acknowledged and pre-
served equally with that of the being that thinks them.
This involves the necessity of the existence, for each, of a
physically exclusive material form ; and hence arises the
reality of matter and space and the part they play in the
development of a communal unitary system, all the elements
of which are equally entitled to consideration as separate
realities, and yet all of which are included in the mental field
of each, determined to order and subjection, as passive
elements of consciousness, so long as the distinction
between the external and internal orders of existence
is vitally sustained by the integrity of the conditions that
maintain the radical difference between time and space.
This is the law of individual life, of the permanence of the
Ego.

But it is now as well known to the man in the street as
to the psychological specialist—in fact better—that the
Ego can be invaded and overcome, and that those existents,
which should naturally have a passive and secondary and
merely inferential position, become dominant on occasion,
and as active agents use the organism so invaded to the
exclusion of the normal owner, whose certificate of owner-
ship to the rest of the world is the fact of undisturbed
possession. This vital disturbance must be accounted for,
not in words and metaphysical quiddities, but by the
recognition of the meaning of the Law of Life, which is no
longer an unrealisable abstraction but a matter of natural
science, thanks to the variations which are presented in
abundance by mediumism, animal magnetism, hypnotism, &e.
The law of the body will give us the law of the mind, and,
therefore, the most general theories for the consideration of
material influences are the most valuable for suggesting new
thoughts about mind and soul.

The law of the force of attraction between masses of
matter,that between electrified bodies and that between mag-
netic poles being that of the inverse square of the distance,
which is also that of the difference of light and radiant

influence in general, is a formal law of space, of externality, -

and it can be therefore used as the basis of a formal theory
of life-action, normal and abnormal. Since all the forces
of nature are concerned with the changes of a living
organism, it will be understood that the sketch given in this
paper will apply mutates mutandis to other forces as well
as that of gravitation. Indeed, I may state with truth
that it was ideas connecting the conception of potential
with physiological adjustment of energy for the consumma-
tion of design, within and without the living organism,
that first led me to these general thoughts on the physical
basis of life and mind.

One thing is clear, that Spiritualism requires some general
formal principle to hold its wonderful assortment of facts
together ; facts which, to the eye of the untrained man of
orthodox science, appear to be nothing but a chaotic mass
of rubbish and contradiction. Take, for instance, ‘There is
No Death,’ by Florence Marryat ; what would not a general
physiological principle do for the human mind that would
at once hitch on the entire contents of that book to the
greatest physical and mathematical generalisations of the
age! And yet I see no difliculty in doing this, if people will
first open their eyes and then sce into the facts presented
the most obvious interpretation that presents itself. T have
been through it all, and I know whereof I speak. Take, for
instance, the materialisation of figures out of the white
cloud-like material extruded from the medium’s hody.
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What can there be simpler than to suppose that stuff a form
of the bioplasm of the medium’s body, subject to a potential
or design thought, whose physical side is a force function
from which energy is differentiated for the purpose of doing
something independent of the ordinary ? And further, that
when that material is moulded into the form of a living
being, the life standard of reference, the mathematical
significance of the Ego, has undergone what we call in the
higher algebra a transformation, the vital continuity being
still maintained between the thinker and the thought,
although considerably modified? Surely it is not too much
to allow to the higher animal that which is an essential
property of the living material out of which it is con-
structed—physiological reversibility of form. Energy is
quantitative, but spiritual, under whatever form.

In considering life as manifested in terms of a symbolic
law, external and internal, physical and spiritual, I wish to
show that the cosmical forces, with which we are most
familiar in their gross and massive results, are those which
also in their minuter form minister to the needs of mental
expression and impression. At best we can get but a
fragmentary view of life, for the continuity of consciousness
is not the dynamic continuity of cause and effect where the
changes that take place have an intimate point to point
relationship. Consciousness, on the other hand, is a mosaic
of effects, written in large and comprehensive symbols,
which analysis shows us to have its own minuter principles
of relation as we gain power of interpretation. We find our
thought mosaics in all forms, from that of a bad dream to
the inspirations of a genius, who dashes down on the back-
ground of his scientific imagination conceptions in the
rough, which in after ages may direct the world changes.
But cach thought with a meaning to it is complete in itself
and represents an integration of elements of feeling that
separately have a meaning, in terms of the lower life, but
which in their conjoint meaning are the instruments of the
growth of mind. All disordered mind is capable of analysis
and separation into disjointed real elements, so long as the
instrument of elaboration and expression is not completely
disorganised. Then comes, of course, the living chaos which
is completed by death, of which it is the emblem.

The human intellect is not intended to answer the
question—how many separated forces or physical causes
enter into the production of this or that result? Com-
pletely neutralising systems of forces, with a zero resultant,
may lie at the back of every phenomenon perceivable by the
mind, in addition to those which, by actually operating on
the living matter of the body, produce a result in conscious-
ness. This, of course, means the living body with appro-
priate means of response to stimulation, so as to transform
the same into definite terms of conscious sensibility. Hence,
man may possess a soul or spiritual principle, extending
back through his earthly to his Eternal Father, that is hid
from him until furnished with the special agency of mani-
festation, whether that depend upon the removal of
inhibitions in his own particular case or his sensitive
response to impulses hitherto unperceived. For this reason
it was advisable to choose such a method of symbolisation
as would include an indefinite train of zero systems, which
might gradually, as occasion arose, show themselves as actual
though latent forces of the total chain of life. Thisinterpre-
tation put upon the internal aspect of thelaw of attractions
will not, I hope, be considered too strained. At any rate it
attempts to connect two radical facts, one physical and the
other spiritual, through mutual interpretation. “If any man
should think that this paper is just a mere play upon the
words external and internal, attraction and vibration, energy
and life, &c., I would ask him to go over his points of
objection once more, for I think my analogical concept is
sound as well as wide.

Spiritualism presents us with the eternal problem of
(God, Nature, and Man in a new guise. It enables us to
study man and natural objects in a state of perturbation
and to apply the powers of our reason to questions that
have hitherto led the student into the mazes of contra-
diction and antinomy. Man’s thinking and doing powers
are found not to be tied down to the rigid boundaries
imposed by muscles on the one side and consciousness on
the other. Modern geometrical speculation points to the
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conclusion that muscular activity, space consciousness, and
force expression, or energy differentiation, are all intimately
bound together, and that a change in the one necessarily
carries with it a correlative change in all the rest. We
know that mediums can act independently of their muscles
and that their dissociation carries with it an entire revolu-
tion in the manifestation of the powers of life.
De Morgan says in his great work on the Calculus : —

‘The aim of the science of mechanics is the discovery of
the relations which exist between motions and their
roducing causes. These causes of motion might never have
Eeen considered separately from the motions themselves,
except in a c{)urely mathematical point of view, if it had
not happened that any cause of motion, prevented from
roducing its effects by direct human agency, gives to the
individual agent the notion of pressure or resistance. Hence
in pressure we have a certain antecedent of motion, which
will begin to take place the moment the opposition to the
pressure is remove(i) : and the pressure being one thing, and
motion another and a distinct thing, the investigation of the
manner in which the former produces or affects the latter is
one science under the name of dynamics; and the investi-
gation of the method in which pressures may act upon a
material system so as to counterbalance each other and pro-
duce nomotion isanotherunder the name of statics. Thereis a
real distinction between the two ; for in thesecond it is not
necessary to consider any laws of connection between
pressure and motion ; whereas in the first, such connection
must be made, and its laws either laid down hypothetically
for future verification, or deduced from actual experiments.’

The distinction here drawn by De Morgan between
dynamics and statics is an artificial one when the forces of
life are considered. [tis all very well when rigid beams and
bars produce a condition of relative rest; but when the
tension of muscles i3 a cause of relative rest a vital
expenditure of energy takes place which is only quantita-
tively different from that which is transformed when work is
done in the movement of a mass of matter. Here the pres-
sure is experienced as before, but the phenomenal resultant
of the force exerted is not apparent, for, in place of over-
coming the resistance offered by the inertia of a mass of
matter or the elasticity of a spring, it is employed in making
the molecules of body vibrate as heat, to be radiated off
in ether disturbance. Experience, therefore, shows us that
when pressure is felt and known to be exerted it is either
the sign of actual work done or of heat-wasting energy.
But, again, Spiritualism shows us that work is done, and
other forms of molecular energy manifested independent of
the knowledge of the agent, so that pressure, muscular
activity, space-integrated energy, and mass moved are con-
nected together in the chain of experiences that furnishes
us with the data of the external world and our relation to
it, their supersession leaving open an unlimited field. Where,
on the other hand, new objective experiences are offered,
with doubtful or unanalysable subjective accompaniments,
we may apply the general physical and mathematical prin-
ciples for their interpretation, extending them when neces-
sary to include the novel subject matter.

As the whole external world is given to us, we estimate
all our physical relations to it in terms of the pressure con-
sciousness, and this, aided by the visual consciousness, with
which it is closely correlated, is the basis of the system of
signs by which the Author of Nature has presented nature
to us in terms of ourselves. Consciousness is the subjec-
tive state corresponding to the external aspect of nature,
with its sense laws corresponding to the great law of nature.
But as there is an internal aspect of the physical cosmos
which has, corresponding to it, the basis of sense and feeling
in the law of isochronous vibrations, we are justified in in-
ferring that there exists, masked and overshadowed by con-
sciousness, which is a general state limiting all living men to
the same constants of space and time, an unlimited, indi-
vidual state not so determined in time and space, a state in
which each holds his appropriate place in the lifc of God and
His universe as a dynamical unit or operative cause.

And yet these contrasted aspects of force, of state, and of
life must be recognised as the same in difference, the dif-
ference being due to formal conditions of adjustment. This
will, T think, enable us to consider the facts and indications
of Spiritualism with the hope of a rational solution of its
apparent contradictions. It is not necessary to make
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reference to physiological experiments, by which my
thoughts on this subject were first suggested, further than
to say that I found both motor and visual functional dis-
turbances that, like mediumistic manifestations all round,
had to be accounted for in a general theory.

The law of the mutual influence of all the matter in the
world or in the heavens above us is that of the inverse
square. An attraction or pull exists between any two
portions of matter which is measured by the product of
their masses divided by the square of the distance between
them. Up to the present time no man has been able to prove
that this law is more than a law of appearances—a generali-
sation from the evidence of the senses representing the
changes taking place in the external order of Nature. It is
so far, at any rate, a law of mind.

The acceptance of this truth as a matter of fact enables
the astronomer to tabulate and predict the future places of
the planets and comets from present observations. This
formula of attraction as applied to the motions of the
heavenly bodies, was first discovered by Kepler from direct
observations, under the form of the law which states that
‘the squares of the periodic times are proportional to the
cubes of the mean distances’; and Newton systematically
developed the theory of attractions into the stable founda-
tions of modern astronomy, but he never claimed action at
a distance across void space as an essential property of
matter. Newton, in the ‘Principia,” gave many demonstra-
tions of useful and suggestive applications of different
forces. Among them he proved that a sphere of matter, all
whose elements attracted according to the law of gravita-
tion, could be condensed into the centre for the calculation
of its effect on other matter. Healso proved that a material
point inside a homogeneous shell of attracting matter had
no resultant force, acting upon it at any point within the
surface, different from zero. This principle is unique, no
other law of force possessing this property of neutrality,
brought about by equal and opposite effects all over the
surface.

A curious consequence of the above two applications of
Newton’s law is the fact that inside a homogeneous sphere
of attracting matter the law of attraction seems to change
from the law of the inverse square to the law of the direct
distance. As outside an attracting sphere of matter the
whole attraction may be supposed concentrated at the
centre ; and as, if such were the case, any shorter distance
than the radius of the sphere would show an attraction or
pressure to the centre inversely proportional to the square
of such fraction of the radius, a great increase as the centre
is approached would result, until just before the centre is
reached the force becomes infinitely great, to change in-
stantly to zero or an infinitely small amount at the actual
centre. But in the case of an actual sphere of matter not so
concentrated at the centre, a material particle, as it ad-
vances towards that point, is constantly leaving a neutral
shell of matter behind, so that at each advance the quantity
of matter in the sphere of diminished radius (since it may
be supposed for the instant to be concentrated at the centre),
makes the quantitative pull appear as if it depended upon a
force varying directly as the distance from the centre.

(To be continued.)

ROUNDEL.

Though you are far away, and I am here,
Though now my skies are blue, while yours are grey,
I think the flight of time we need not fear,
Though you are far away.

With me, 'tis true, the summer shines to-day,
With you is winter, dreary and severe,
With you the world is dull, with e ’tis gay.

Still you across the sea my message hear,
And I know well all that you wish to say,
So we can bridge the seasons of the year,
Though you are far away.
E. FansHAWE HoLpenx.

‘Licar’ SusTENTATION FuND.—We gratefully acknow-
ledge the receipt of the following additional contribution to
this fund : ‘A Friend,” £1 1s. Remittances by other friends
may be sent to the 'freaaurer, Mr. H. Withall, Gravel-lane,
Southwark, London, S.E.
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SOME RECENT EPISODES.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

12

More than once I have been asked to furnish inquirers
after spirit identity with the record of a ‘ complete case’ of
spirit return on the lines of the remarkable one of Abraham
Florentine, which came under the experiences of my late
lamented friend, Mr. Stainton Moses ; but my reply has always
been that ‘I can furnish scores of cases where (to me)
identity was proved “up to the hilt,”” the details were,
though absolutely convincing to myself, such as could not
carry conviction to an outsider. And all such details and
tests, though often very mundane and commonplace in their
character, conveyed to me a clear conviction regarding
spirit identity, personality, and power in spiritual entities
to enter into communication with persons specially gifted
on this side of the veil, and also to control material objects
here. It is chiefly for this reason, and possibly from a large
experience of automatic writing, that I value that particular
mode of communication between the two worlds as being
the most reliable. Time and again have I found familiar
expressions, unknown to the medium but familiar to me,
reproduced in the automatically written messages received
through her hand during the past twelve or thirteen years.
Take, again, the matter of handwriting or signature. How
seldom can the earthly script be reproduced. I believe this
occurs just because it is generally ‘ physically ’ impossible
(I speak entirely from a mundane point of view) for a
‘spirit entity’ controlling the ‘fleshly hand’ of an ¢ earthly
medium’ to be ‘able’ to write the script so easily penned by
the spiritual communicator, when incarnate. And yet out
of several hundred messages automatically written, now in
my possession, I am able to identify without the least hesi-
tation at least nine signatures, and in about five of these
instances the earthly script has been reproduced. I there-
fore think I am entitled to contend that automatic writing
is one of the most convincing forms of manifestation of
spirit return.

I have been led to make these preliminary observations
because of their distinet bearing upon the few episodes now
to be dealt with ; as, although the details to be given are
quite prosaic, the evidential value of reproduction of hand-
writing, of earthly traits, observations or tendencies, appears
to me to be of paramount importance in judging whether
the communication does or does not cmanate from the
person purporting to make it.

In my last article published in ‘ LicHT’ in June last,
detailing certain séances with Mrs. Treadwell and Murs.
Titford, I referred to the sudden transition of an old and
esteemed friend, Mr. R., who was taken away ere I knew he
was ill. As previously explained, my clairvoyante relative
knew R. well by sight, but not personally, and as our inter-
course was entirely ‘outside’ she knew nothing whatever
of his proclivities or characteristics, and on the first occasion
of his return, in May last,as formerly detailed, she was only
able to give me a correct reproduction of his very peculiar
way of speaking, partly through his nose and partly through
his throat. As I knew he would be very anxious to write me a
message regarding an iniquitous act of repudiation of a just
debt perpetrated towards his executrix after his demise, and
which was expected both by him and by me would oceur on
that event, I asked the medium if he would be able to write
me, but unfortunately at that particular period she had been
seized with a tedious illness of some weeks’ duration and
her power in that direction had become greatly enfeebled,
so that the expected message has yet to be written. It is,
however, satisfactory to me to record the fact that about
three weeks ago, viz., the third week in June, Mr. R. again
paid the clairvoyante a visit. On this occasion he was much
more powerful and communicative than formerly, and
among other tests of identity he gave the following : (1) He
again asked for me by my Christian name, as he always
addressed me when here. (2) He referred (but in general
terms) to the wrong perpetrated on his executrix
by one who was justly indebted to him in a large sum of
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money. (3.) He referred with great emphasis to the dis-
turbed state of a large and prosperous commercial com-
pany in which he and I were deeply interested, and whose
fortunes and prospects were for the time greatly clouded,
owing to the divisive courses pursued by one of the share-
holders named G. This last was a matter of daily discussion
between us every morning when we met for some months
before his demise. Mr. R. then wound up his remarks with an
emphatic slap of his fist, crying out in a loud voice, ‘Con-
found G !’ This was so like what he used to do when here
that this test of identity was to me overwhelming. The
medium then asked me if Mr. R. had had a daughter who
had passed on before his transition, and on my reply in
the atfirmative stated that a lady who appeared to be his
daughter stood near to him and listened to the conversation.
Now, all these details were to me most interesting and con-
vincing, just because ‘the man,’ as I ‘knew him’ in his
strong and vivid personality, ‘came back to me,” and the
whole scene demonstrated that, through a medium who
only knew him by sight, he was able to give me clear and
undoubted proofs of his identity and personality.

Mr. Rs religion when here was of a very simple kind ; like
that, I suspect, of a great lot of people. He went to church
once a day and heard the orthodox service and sermon, put on
his hat and walked home, and thought no more of the subject
till next Sunday. A well-read man, a man of affairs, deeply
immersed in commercial business, he was simply a child in
spiritual ideas ; and I have no doubt the orthodox Heaven
had no particular attractions for him, although he felt bound
to believe in ‘the house not made with hands eternal in the
heavens,’ the kind of paradise portrayed in the ‘Revelations
of St. John.” He must, therefore, have been surprised on reach-
ing the other side at the condition of things he found exis-
tent there, for he said to the medium that he was astonished
to find ¢ that there was no city with golden gates,’ and ‘no
houses that were not made with hands,” but lovely plains,
valleys, and dells with lovely streams, and he informed her
that he had just had a beautiful stroll in a valley which had
a strong resemblance to a place called C., near which at one
period of his life he had resided ; and, in short, he found a
complete houleversement had taken placein his religious con-
dition and surroundings. Just before he left her the
medium discovered, standing close to him, a venerable old
man of my acquaintance named C., who passed on three
years ago, and who said to her, ‘Our friend here, Mr. R., had
a large interest at one time in the shares of a certain com-
pany’ (being the company above referred to), ‘and so has
Mr. — (my name), ‘and do you know, I had a little
“futter” at ‘them once myself” Now this was quite
accurate. The medium knew of my shares but not of Mr.
R.s interest in the concern, but as to Mr. C. or his ‘flutter,
she could have not the slightest information, as it was
only about ten years ago, when Mur. C. accidentally met
me in the street, and when the fortunes of the company
were at a very low ebb, he bewailed to me having done a
little speculation in them and which looked very disastrous,
but he took the advice I gave him (owing to my better
knowledge of the company), and by holding on came out
“all right several years before his transition.

Very mundane all this, ‘very prosaic,’ some may say, to
come from the spirit world ; but to me at least, how real,
how tangible, how convincing ! Better far that the dis-
carnates should refer to the world they had so lately left,
than either give no tests at all, or write or say vaguely,
‘T am very happy, ‘God bless you,” ‘ Love to mother and
sisters,”  Don’t mourn for me,’” &c., as I have heard so often
at mixed séances from many controls of very doubtful
identity, and certainly of no spirituality.

(7' be continued.)

ComrorT AND HELr NEEDED.—The great mass of people
in this hard, work-a-day world need all the comfort and en-
couragement which religion can afford. Their burdens are
heavy, and too often their eyes are red with weeping. There
are cares and anxieties which gall the shoulders, and %)eren.ve-
ments which break the heart. Tell it how you will, the
story has a line of tragedy running throush it, and one goes
but a little way before he stumbles on a disappointment or
a grave. In other words, men and women must have help.
—REv. G. H. HEPWORTH.
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EDITOR

THE CHURCH AWAKING.

We offer our respectful congratulations to ¢ The Church
Times.” Its Article on ¢ Spiritualism,” on July 6th, is almost
perfect in tone. For gravity, fairness, knowledge and good
taste, we hardly remember anything better, if as good, from
what, we hope without offence, we may call an outsider,
though, before long, there will be no real outsiders. Our
case is becoming too well known, and inquiry is hecoming
too serious, for that. g

The Article, indeed, commences with the statement that
we are mistaken as to the physical and psychical truth on
which we rely : but, in the end, that vanishes and we get
all we want. In fact, almost the next sentence after this
statement begins with what we regard as a full admission
of the facts upon which we rely. Referring to the reports
of spiritualist experiences, ‘The Church Times’ says :—

We, however, have no wish to impugn the bona fides of
the narrators ; we are prepared to believe that tables do
spell out names and messages, that articles of furniture
really move in obedience to a ‘control, that entranced
mediums speak and write of things which could not have
reached their minds by the ordinary recognised channels of
knowledge, and that forms are seen, and voices heard, by
certain members of the ‘circle’ Whether these things are
80 or not is purely a matter of evidence ; it is utterly un-
scientific to say they cannot happen, and as clearly against
the truth of Holy Writ, to aftirm their non-occurrence in
the course of human history. Those who doubt the facts
are at liberty to suspend judgment, but that is all ; if they
wish to speak with certainty let them investigate, otherwise
they have no claim to he heard for or against the alleged
facts.

This remarkable statement is followed hy an adminis-
tration of rebuke to three classes of opponents :—those who
will not touch the subject because the supernatural or
supernormal is due to direct Divine action, and tampering
with it may mean irreverence ; those who think it is all
traceable to Satan and therefore highly perilous ; and those
who assume ¢ that all men seeing or hearing unusual things
are either liars or lunatics, or have made of a physical fact
a psychical delusion, and become victims of an ill-regulated
imagination.” All these,  The Church Times’ rebukes to
this extent, that it frankly says: ‘The inquiry cannot be
productive of good until these hypotheses are dismissed as
insufficiently explanatory in all cases’ So far good. It
then proceeds to set forth what, in its opinion, is ‘probably
true in the phenomena of which so much is made hy
“Spiritualists.” > First, of course, it cites ¢ Telepathy —a
blessed word ! as good in its way as ‘that blessed word
“Mesopotamia.” *  Second, it lays emphasis on Sympathy.
Third, it admits Seership.
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All through, it makes anxious efforts to shut out ¢ dis
carnate spirits.” In discussing Telepathy, it gives in
entirely to the modern view that thoughts are forces or
‘things.” It says:—

Reasoning from the facts of telepathy, there is warrant
for supposing that a thought once concreted or incarnated
becomes a centre of energy, radiating in all directions, and
affecting a number of minds, many, perhaps most, of whom
are unaware that the radiations have reached them, and
others, although aware of the entrance, not recognising the
source of the message.

It supposes, then, that the medium is ‘little else than a
living mental mirror or reflector,’ and that what comes to
the medinm’s mind is transmitted from ‘some mind on
carth.” Of course, if we admit that, and stop there, we
could hardly ever prove spirit-communion, through trance
speaking or writing mediumship, for it could almost always
be assumed that someone on the face of the earth knew
what was spoken or written.

But, really now, is not this a rather desperate remedy
for keeping out ‘discarnate spirits’? If a spirit in the
body in India can unconsciously mirror something into a
stranger medium’s mind in London, why might not a spirit
out of the body consciously mirror its thought or picture
into that mind? One would think that a spirit, unhampered
by the hody, could more easily influence the mind or spirit
of the medium, mind acting directly upon mind. But ‘The
Church Times,” in its nervous anxiety to shut out ‘dis-
carnate spirits,” actually suggests that they, being ‘without
the apparatus of thought-transmission,” are unable to com-
municate. This is almost too much for our gravity, and
we really want to be grave. What ¢ The Church Times’
calls ‘the apparatus’ is only needed because the fleshly
hindrances have to be overcome. Once shuffle off this
muddy vesture of decay,” we shall do splendidly without
¢ the apparatus’!

But, really now, is not this Telepathy being stretched
well-nigh to splitting? Perhaps ‘The Church Times’ has
heard the story of a good Roman Catholic who was taken
to a very High Church in London, and who, on being asked
afterwards what he thought of it, said: ‘I prefer the
simpler service of the Church of Rome.” So say we, in the
presence of these stupendous performances of Telepathy :
“We prefer the simpler, the very much simpler, explanation
of Spiritualism.’

But Telepathy does not cover the field, stretch it as we
will. If the writer of the article in ¢ The Church Times’
will carefully read Professor Hyslop’s narrative in ‘Harper’s
Monthly’ for June, he will find several instances which
absolutely shut out Telepathy. But, beyond this, how
comes it that the communicator (or the medium), if he relies
upon reading the thoughts of the experimenter or the
thoughts of others, never (according to Dr. Hyslop) tells
anything but what he himself has known ? How comes it
that, out of millions of possible incidents or thoughts at his
command, he (or the medium) selects only those that were
common both to the experimenter and to the professed
spirit? The incident was known to ‘some mind on earth,’
says ‘ The Church Times,” and Telepathy got at it. Upon
this, Professor Hyslop remarks: ‘To obtain such incidents,
Telepathy would first have to hunt up the right person
among all living consciousness, this person being absolutely
unknown to the medium, and, from this person’s memory
select the right fact to personate the communicator. The
reader can imagine for himself the character of such a
hypothesis, and must determine also whether he chooses to
accept it.  Any man who can believe it ought not to find
it difficult to belicve in spirits.

A concluding reference to Seership is as important as
anything in this remarkable Article, especially as it cuts
right away the sole reliance upon Telepathy and admits





















