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as individuals and as nations. Through all, there ran the
transeendental truth that God is manifested in Man. The
concluding words interest us greatly :—

O great and glorious Spirit, shall we be aliens from Thee
for ever ? Shall this feeling of estrangement in us for ever
trouble us and make us sore ? We pray to Thee, reconcile us
to Thyself. So change our minds that our thoughts may
make the grandest and sweetest music with Thy voice. So
fill us that we may learn to love as Thou lovest, always, all
things ; that we may love with the purity which is at the
bottom of Thy love; that all things may fill us with the
sense of the presence of Thy love, of Thy holiness, of Thy
fatherliness. We know we are Thy children, yet we know
we are far from Thee. We have striven and struggled ; and
our whole life has been like a wandering, endless pilgrimage.
O Father, now take us home to Thyself, and let us abide in
the joy of our oneness with Thee, as Christ was one with
Thee.~ Also grant that we may be one with men ; that their
sins may not make us angry or impatient, but that in for-
bearance and in forgiveness and in the truest, deepest love
we may become one with all men. Make the world Thy
household ; and whether we are here or_there, grant that
we may behold Thy love in all men and become one with
Thee and one with them. And to Thee shall be all the
praise for ever.

There is always something noticeable in ¢ The Humani-
tarian,” though it is not always quite to our mind. Professor
Romesh Dutt contributes to the July number a pleasant
Paper on ¢The faiths of ancient India.” Another thought-
ful Paper is one on ¢ The Philosophy of War.” The writer
gives it up as a hopeless enigma, though admitting that
war is natural and somehow bound up with human pro-
gress. But:—

As to why mankind should from time to time engage in
internecine slaughter it is vain to inquire. As has before
been remarked, greed is largely responsible for much mutual
bloodshed, but there are other forces, too, at work which it
would be 1dle to attempt to fathom. The gaudia certamainis
—the joys of combat—of the Romans have often impelled
men to strife without rhyme or reason. But why men have
delighted, and still delight, in slaying each other, is a black
enigma. We can strive to solve it, but there is no answer.
The Sphinx’s lips are still sealed, the mysterious veil has not
yet been lifted.

A third excellent Paper is on ¢ The economic position of
women’ in Trades and Manufactures, in Journalism, in
Domestic Service, and in America. This last is very
interesting, as, in America, women are Pastors, Architects,
Pilots, Inspectors of Street-cleaning, Druggists, Buyers for
commercial houses, Lawyers, Hobo hirers, &. A pretty
and instructive story is told of the good lady who acts in
Chicago as Inspector of street-cleaning:—

No fuss was made when Mrs. Paul for the first time
marshalled a troop of twenty-five men in military order with
brooms perched upon their shoulders. One of the sweepers
was asked how he liked to work under a woman. He
answered : ¢ We likes the woman. She not curse and swear.
Men foremen drive us around like slaves, and call us bad
names. We don’t like that, so when he go way to get drunk
we loaf on the job. IForeman come back full of whisky and
find work not done, he swear lot more. Woman, she comes in
happy in morning, and stay so all day. She say, “How do %”
and other nice things, and then we (K) ood work. She see
it, and say so. That makes us feel good, and we work more.
Woman all right.’

In relation to cremation, ‘ The Banner of Light’ goes
farther than we do, but we wish, all the same, that good
sense and good taste would do what ‘The Banner’ wants
the law to do.

With its remarks, on the subject generally, we entirely
agree. The following extracts, from a practical article on
this urgent but painful topic, may be as useful here as we
hope they will be in the United States :—

Economy and justice to the living demand reform in the
expenses of funerals and tombstones. Interments in the
earth should be prohibited by law, out of consideration for
the health of the living. Cremation should be enjoined,

and the State and municipal authorities should provide
places where the same could take place at actual cost,
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These crematories, if built and owned by cities and towns,
would be more than self-supporting, if the cost of incinera-
tion were limited to fifteen dollars each. By this method
the fearful cost of funerals could be obviated. The money
spent for a burial lot, for the casket, flowers, carriages,
&c., could be diverted to the use of the living, and thus
made a means for doing good.

If objection is made to cremation on the ground of senti-
ment, the argument is easily turned by pointing the objector
to the lessons found in every cemetery. . . Fire is a
purifier. The dross is burned away—the clarified
ashes remain; and they never will haunt us with the

loomy pictures of the tomb or grave. Cremation is applied
Eumanitarianism—is true kindness to those we love is real
service to those who love us. Now we are absolutely cruel
to our own, and the time has come for us to be civilised in
our treatment of them.

The arisen ones have never failed to say that they were
hindered in their spiritual progress by the slow processes of
decay in the grave. They have asked their mortal friends
to aid them in their progress in higher life by the incinera-
tion of their mortal forms, in order that they may come into
possession of all their spirits wish to take from the body,
and by exercising a care over the sanitation of the commu-
nities where they once resided, through refusing to permit
the air and water to be polluted by the tedious process of
decomposition.

Many years ago, Adelaide Anne Procter’s ¢ Legends and
Lyries’ was one of our delights; and now we feel it very
pleasant to welcome George Bell and Sons’ lovely republi-
cation of it (One Hundred and Thirtieth Thousand). The
book is beautifully produced, type and paper both dainty
and good, while the binding is a delicious blend of gold and
violets on a white ground. There are about 240 pages, but
the price is only one shilling.

FORMATION OF AN INSTITUTE FOR PSYCHICAL
RESEARCH IN PARIS.

Public attention having been seriously directed for several
years to occurrences of a psychical order, a society has been
formed for rigorous, scientific, and experimental study of
these phenomena, and an ‘ Institute of Psychic Science’ has
been founded in Paris.

Hitherto a considerable amount of work and research has
been carried on individually by students of all countries,
and even scientific societies have largely contributed to
the recognition of these phenomena. The field of study for
this subject has become considerably extended,and the oppor-
tune time has arrived in which to unite voluntary workers
in order to promote their labours and to make them known
to the public.

There is no one who has not had some occasional oppor-
tunity of observing these phenomena, or of hearing them
discussed, but it is necessary that they should be rigorously
investigated, without prejudice, or pre-conceived ideas,

This institute asks for communications relative to this
subject ; it calls for the effective co-operation of everyone
for the promotion of its objects, which are : (1) To fit up the
institute with all necessary apparatus (spectroscope, photo-
graphic cameras, &c.). (2) To discover and remunerate the
subjects employed. (3) To publish a periodical which will
record the experiments and their results, as well as the work
of collaborators interested in these studies.

The committee of the institute requests all who sympa-
thise with these objects to signify their approbation and
adherence either at the office, at 4, rue de Pavillon, Parc des
Princes, a Boulogne-sur-Seine, or to M. le Docteur Emile
Legrand, secrétaire général, 13, rue d’Amsterdam, Paris.

The committee consists of the following members : Dr.
Bécourt ; Dr. Bertrand-Loze, conseiller général du Gard ;
Bonardot, publiciste ; Blum, agrégé de 1'Université ; Brieu,
publiciste ; Dr. Baron Cataliotti-Valdina de Chiappara ; Dr.
Chazarain ; Cote, docteur en droit; Delanne, ingénieur ;
Dr. Dusart ; Dr. Ferroul, député; Général Fix; Hugo
d’Alési ; Dr. Le Blaye ; G. Lo Brun de Rabot, chimiste ; Dr.

E. Legrand ; Marc Legrand, homme de lettres ; Dr. Moutin ;
Baron de Vatteville,
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GERMAN PSYCHICAL JOURNALS.

‘Psyche’ seems, I think, to attach too much importance
to the great meeting in Berlin alluded to last month, which
appears to have been organised by the orthodox clergy, and
which they consider a triumph on the part of the Anti-
Spiritists over the Spiritists. It proves rather, to my
thinking,how much the orthodox Church in Gerwany is still
fettered by prejudice and what, in our country and America,
are very generally regarded by enlightened persons as
obsolete superstitions. A detailed account is given of the
proceedings at the afore-mentioned meeting, which it is not
necessary to recapitulate. The next paper, entitled “Is it
true that the answers given by spirits have never in any
way been of service to the problems of science ?’ refutes the
assertions to this effect made at the meeting ; while the
following paper by Dr. G. von Langsdorff, headed ‘Is
Spiritualism from Satan ?’ is, I think, worth translating for
the benefit of those who cling to the now almost obsolete
idea (in England) that if there be anything in Spiritualism
it must be from the devil.

The article is not long, and I can perhaps a little
abbreviate it.

Is SPIRITUALISM FROM SATAN ?

‘We find no evil in this man : but if a spirit or an
angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God.’
—Acts xxiii. 9.

There is no doubt that the Apostle Paul on this occasion
of justifying himself, scored a triumph for Spiritualism. I
say for Spiritualism, because he then avowed himself before
his judges to be a Pharisee who believed in the survival of
the spirit. Among his judges would be Saducees, who denied
this. . . In the following chapter Paul explained why
and how he had come to change his belief, aud how it was
through a manifestation from the spirit world that he had
learnt to know better. In our modern times, millions
have arrived at the same knowledge by similar paths.
Spiritualists will find in Acts xxvi. most remarkable coinci-
dences between the events there related and the phenomena
of Modern Spiritualism. Paul not only saw the heavenly
light and heard the voice from heaven, but he relates how,
when he was praying in the town, he fell into a trance and
heard the soft voice of the risen Nazarene. I must here
remark that what Paul experienced, and both saw and
heard, hundreds and thousands in our day have likewise
experienced, but are on this very account scorned and
derided by the orthodox sects.

‘If a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not
fight against God. The possibility of such events is
therefore admitted, because similar things had been narrated
in the Old Testament. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Samuel,
David, and others had the same experiences ; therefore who
could be so bold as to deny what could be logically proved
in the Scriptures ?

It is interesting to note how in our days, in spite of the
blind theological prejudices of the clergy, Spiritualism, even
among themselves, comes unconsciously to the fore. It some-
times happens that honest priests become mediums, and
then recognise in Spiritualism the only right views of
God. I will only instance Stainton Moses, formerly a priest
of the English High Church, whose own hand, through auto-
matic writing, contradicted his formerly orthodox views.*

‘We find no evil in this man.’ Is it thus that present-
day critics speak ? No, the enemies of Spiritualism show
such a bitter feeling that they even sometimes profess to be
Spiritualists,t and then set forth only the dark side of
Spiritualism. They see in it only imposture, hallucination,
free love, &c., and shriek, ‘It is all from Satan.’

But to all firm and true Spiritualists I cry : Only have
patience! Our record of fifty-two years has already shown
that the essential truths of our teachings can be done away
with by neither speeches, meetings, the press, nor the law
courts. On the contrary, the facts of the existence of a

* Those conversant with ¢ Spirit Teachings’ will remember how long
and stubborniy Stainton Moses fought against the views imposed upon
him by his spirit teachers ; views which, though quite in accordance with
those of the founder of the Christian religion, differ widely from many of
the dogmas of the orthodox Church.

1 Dr. Egbert Miiller is here meant.
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spirit world and of communion between it and ours become
more and more recognised and spread abroad.

‘Our orthodox Christian opponents are not so enlightened
as to see how illogical their reasoning is; and that the
noble young Nazarene, whom they so greatly honour, only
sought to teach what is now taught by Spiritualists.’

‘We find no evil in this man’ Neither do we Spirit-
ualists. How can anyone who has honestly studied Spirit-
ualism assert that demonism is at the bottom of it? and
who can deny that intercourse with good and noble spirits
purifiesourown individual spirit, ennobles the soul,improves
the character, and increases our knowledge? . . . As
the orthodox Pharisee judges said in Paul's time : to con-
test the high teachings from the otherside is to fight against
God.

There is nothing in ‘ Psychische Studien’ that especially
calls for notice this month. Most of the papers are con-
tinuations of long and somewhat abstruse articles. The
account of the Russian medium Sambor is continued but
not yet concluded, and an article on the Psychological Con-
gress in Paris, by the Editor, is finished. The number
begins with the sad announcement of the death of the son
of Dr. Maier—the Editor—a promising young military cadet
of nineteen, from blood-poisoning ; Dr. Maier begging the
indulgence of his friends and correspondents for deferring
his answers to questions, owing to the overwhelming grief
in which he and his family are plunged.

Among the shorter articles in the ¢ Uebersinnliche Welt’
is one on ‘Secret Occult Societies’ of past times, by Pro-
fessor Obertimpfler of Berlin; and ‘ Letters from Friedrich
Zollner to Gabriel Max,” contributed by Dr. I'riedrich Déorr.
The latter is extremely interesting, especially to those who
remember the controversy caused by the investigations of
Zollner, the celebrated German scientist, into occultism, and
the series of experimental séances he held with the medium,
Henry Slade. Zollner may be counted among the great men
of science, such as Crookes, Alfred Russel Wallace, and
Hare, who had the courage of their convictions, and in the
face of ridicule and scorn dared to publish the results of
their experiments with celebrated mediums, and the convic-
tions at which they had therefrom arvived. These letters
have never before been made public and are of interest as
being from an eminent man of science to a noted artist,
both of whom were deeply interested in Spiritualism. They
are but seven in number and extend over a period of about
fifteen months, terminating in March, 1880. Zéollner’s death
took place two years later, in 1882.

The first letter of this brief correspondence was one
written by Zollner in answer to a request made to him by
the artist, Gabriel Max, that he would send him a photo-
graph of Slade ; it was accompanied by the required photo-
graph, but Zéllner wrote that he expected to have a much
better one sent him from Melbourne, where Slade was at
that time, his health having greatly benefited by the sea
voyage. A veproduction of this photograph of Henry
Slade serves as a frontispiece to Zollner’s well known work
in three volumes, giving an account of his scientific experi-
ments with this and other mediums.

The second letter refers to the wonderful growth of a
flowering plant in water through Mrs. d’Espérance’s medium-
ship ; while the third discusses the question of the reproduc-
tion of Gabriel Max’s beautiful picture ‘A Spirit Greeting,’
and then speaks of some experiments in which a materialised
foot was concerned, which, says Dr. Dorr, is of incalculable
importance, showing that Zéllner had come to recognise the
reality of the occult facts, leaving the explanation and full
importance of them to later consideration.

The fourth letter was written after an interval of seven
months, and was in answer to one from Herr Max, begging
him, if possible, to procure for him a photograph of Katie
King from Mr. Crookes, which Zollner promised to do,
recommending him first, however, to send Mr. Crookes a
print of his picture, ‘A Spirit Greeting.” In this letter too,
he spoke in very high terms of the magnetiscr Hausen, then
giving séances in Munich. The fifth letter was merely an
answer to birthday greetings from the artist, accompanied
by some illustrations of ‘Jaust, which Zollner warmly
admired.
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While these letters were mostly of a personal nature,
the two concluding ones were of more general interest.
Number six, dated March 4th, 1880, is given almost in full,
and was written in reference to an alleged exposure of Miss
Florence Cook. Professor Zollner writes : ‘ AsI was not pre-
sent at the alleged exposure, and only have the account of
it from persons not known personally to me, I do not feel
myself competent to answer your question whether it was
really a case of fraud or of calumny on the part of the Press.
But whichever it may have been, under no circumstances
can such an incident be considered as a proof that Crookes
was deceived in his earlier investigations, or T myself in my
experiments with Slade.’

How accurate the Press were in their attack may be
seen from the fact that they asserted that Zollner had had
some séances with Miss Cook. He writes : ‘The assertion
that I have had séances with Florence Cook is a simple
falsehood, for I have never even seen her. Everything I
have said about her is in the third volume of my work,
p- 144. . . Ilook upon the whole incident as a noteworthy
means of attracting the attention of the public to this
subject,” and he says that had it not been for ‘Wundt’s’
attack on him it would have probably been a long time
before he had written the third volume of his work.

The last letter is dated March 25th, 1880, and he begins
it by begging his correspondent’s indulgence for having so
long deferred to answer his letter ; for he finds it quite
impossible to keep up private correspondence, his arduous
duties taking up the whole of his time. In this letter he
gives some account of a series of séances he had with
another medium and the precautions he used against im-
posture, these being held in the dark, while those with Slade
were in full light ; and offers the advice that sittings with
sceptics should always be held under the strictest test con-
ditions. With this letter the correspondence between
Professor Zollner and Gabriel Max appears to have ter-
minated, and two years later, on April 25th, 1882,- this
celebrated scientist and courageous searcher after truth

passed over to the other side.
M.T.

A CURIOUS CASE.

A curious case is recorded in ‘ La Stampa,’ a Piedmontese
gazette (June 23rd). Who will investigate it further ?

The case was received from ‘ Solmona (Abruzzi) 20’ ; no
further reference is given except the name of the subject,
Macarie M. Guiseppina, a peasant in the Comune di Scanno,
aged thirty, who is affected with a malady classed by medical
men as catalepsy.

She has been ill for ten years; she feeds extremely
sparingly on milk, coffee, and bread, with intervals of com-
plete fasting, and has no hunger ; for a month she fed only
on sugar water. Ior eight years she has been in bed and
almost motionless, always in the same position, making only
certain convulsive movements of the upper part of her body
at intervals. Her physical condition does not indicate that
she is insufliciently nourished. She seems to be conscious
of no physical needs, and all her organic activity seems to
be concentrated on the psychic plane. She foretells the
future.

The recorder affirms that the case is one of great scientific
importance, and worth careful observation.

DECEASE OF MR. JOHN LAMONT.

The numerous friends of Mr. John Lamont, both in this
country and in America, will not be surprised, after the
announcements regarding his illness which have appeared
in recent issues of ‘LicHT,” to learn that he left the mortal
form and entered into spirit life on Saturday, July 7th, in
his seventy-sixth year. Faithful friend, devoted Spiritualist,
and a truly progressive soul, we shall miss his cheery voice
and genial presence on the outer plane, but feel assured that
“all is well” with him on the spirit side of life, and that he
will be a frequent visitor to those he loved. He was ready
and anxious for his release, and was conscious hefore he
‘fared forth from the body ’ of the presence of loving spirit
friends who were waiting to give him welcome to his home,
‘not made with hands,” in the spirit realm.
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SCIENCE OR CHARLATANRY.

If Mr. J. F. Darley (‘LicHT, p. 323) applies the term
sctence to the acquirements of persons who reveal the past
and foretell the future by means of the creases necessarily
produced in the human, and simian, palm in consequence of
the diminution of its surface when the fist is closed, I fear
we must agree to differ as to the proper meaning of this
term. The creases in the ‘ uppers’ of our chaussure are pro-
duced in precisely the same way : if the area of the exposed
surface of the integument has never been diminished by the
bending of the instep, there are no creases ; nor are there
any in the human palm if, as in certain surgical cases, the
fist has never been closed. No doubt there are some people
who will tell your fortune by a careful inspection of the
creases in your boots, as they will also by a learned examina-
tion of the coffee-grounds in your breakfast-cup. But why
should this kind of thing be mixed up with Spiritualism,
which is based upon one central tremendous fact, verified
by hundreds of thousands of persons of all grades of intel-
lect, viz., that it is possible to communicate with intelligences
in other spheres or modes of being, normally, but not neces-
sarily, uncorrelated with our material universe—intelli-
gences which by cumulative proof, by their imperfections
as well as by their perfections, by well-known ‘ways’ and
tricks of expression, by reference to facts lost sight of in
the past or perhaps known to them alone, establish their
contention that they are really those whom we knew and
loved in earth-life, and lost by what is called death ?

In regard to astrology, I knew one thinker, a man of
metaphysical mind, a frequent and valued contributor to
these pages, who actually believed in it. But is it possible
for any student of things as they are in Nature, for anyone
versed in physics and chemistry, to attach the slightest
importance to its old-world pretensions? Was it necessary
to wait for the great principle of the conservation of energy,
supplementing that of the conservation of matter, before
rejecting the gratuitous assumption of nfluences, favourable
or malefic, proceeding from planetary bodies or from gems ?
When John Galeazzo, Duke of Milan, told the astrologers
that their quasi-science was ars sine artem cyjus primncipium
mendicere finisque mendicare, had he not studied the subject
sufliciently to have arrived at the simple truth on this
matter ? And when he hanged the astrologer to whom the
stars predicted a long life for himself and a short one for the
duke, did he not sufficiently refute the astrologers by sub-
sequently living for many years? Can your correspondent
mention any F.R.S. or F.C.S,, any recognised discoverer
or worker in science, any man of strong common-sense, who
is a believer in astrology ?

By the way, the magnetic experiences of Miss Mack Wall
(p- 299) are quite worthy of notice. Her seamstress dis-
covered that a pair of scissors were magnetic, ‘for that
they attracted pins to them.” The word ¢ pins’ suggests the
little appliances made of brass wire tinned by a ‘ wet pro-
cess” But a magnet that would attract such pins would
be a curiosity. Probably steel pins are meant. The mystery
of the magnetisation of the scissors disappears when it is
known that any article of hardened steel becomes a magnet
when it is placed for some time approximately in the
direction of the magnetic meridian,or parallel to the dipping
needle. Thus steel pokers are almost invariably magnetic.
‘Darlow’s magnetic bands’ are very weak magnets,
only sufficiently magnetic to ‘swear by. If the scissors
were magnetised by proximity to these bands, the seamstress
who was affected by the scissors must have been very sensi-
tive indeed to ferro-magnetism. I wonder whether she
could tell whether the current was ‘off’ or ‘on’ in the case
of an electro-magnet capable of supporting an iron arma-
ture weighing lecwt. In some experiments carried out by
the Research Committee of the British National Association
of Spiritualists, it was found that the ‘sensitives’ of my
friend Dr. George Wylde could not tell whether the electro-
magnet was excited or was disconnected from the battery.
My friend the late Mr. Cromwell F. Varley told me that he
had never been able to observe any physiological effect in
his experiments with one of the most powerful electro-
magnets ever constructed.

i DesmoND G. Frrz-GERALD.
94, Loughboro’road, S.W .
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‘TRANSITION OF MR.

Our good friend, Mr. John Lamont, passed away on
Saturday, the 7th inst., at 8.40 a.m., and the news, though
not unexpected, caused quite a painful impression, not only
among his personal friends in Liverpool, but also amongst
the large circle of those who knew him in all parts of the
United Kingdom, for his name was a ‘household word’
among Spiritualists throughout the country. Our friend
was smitten with an attack of paralysis on Thursday, May
31st, just as he was proceeding to the train for the purpose
of visiting Scotland for a holiday. He lingered, at times
suffering severe pain, until the date above mentioned, when
the mortal form was laid aside, and he entered into that life
which he knew so well and which he anticipated so eagerly.

A typical Scotsman, vigorous in mind, full of the shrewd
common-sense of his race, his every action indicated his
virile nature and strong character. In the year 1870 he
first turned his attention to Spiritualism, attending at that
time a lecture in Hope Hall, given by Miss Emma Hardinge,
as she was then known. He was then a complete sceptic
as to our facts, but in due course he became satisfied
as to their truth, and ultimately became an ardent sup-
porter of the reality of open communion with the world of
spirits. For many years he was actively associated with
the work at Daulby Hall, Liverpool, as a member, as a com-
mittee man, and for a very long period as president of the
society, which latter office he only resigned a few months
since. As a Spiritualist he was ever on the side of honesty,
truthfulness, and the most careful examination of whatever
facts came under his notice. In his frequent public utter-
ances he ever upheld the necessity of preserving the cause
from anything that would lower or degrade it in public
estimation, his vigorous expressions of opinion winning for
him the respect of Spiritualists and non-Spiritualists alike.
His transition robs us of a faithful worker, a firm friend,
and a man in all that makes a true man. We can ill spare
him, or any like him, at this time.

In accordance with his special request the mortal form
was cremated at the Liverpool Crematorium, at Anfield, on
Wednesday, the 11th inst., prior to which a brief service was
held at his late residence, comprising an invocation by Mrs.
Batie, a brief address by Mr.J. J. Morse, followed by a few
feeling observations by Mrs. E. Green.

Among those present at the house were : Miss A. Hodge,
Mrs. Archie Lamont, Mr. and Mrs. E. Nock, Mr. J. Chapman
Mr. J. Charlton, Dr. S. Hicks, Mr. N. R. Maginn, Mr. J.
Ainsworth, Mr. and Mrs. J. Jobson, Mr. A. Corson, Mr.
William Davies, Mrs. E. Green, Mrs. H. M. Batie, Mr. S. S.
Chiswell, Mr. J. J. Morse, Mr. J. Venables, Mr. J. Norton,
Mr. T. H’enry Mr. J. Anderson, Mr. A. Hill, Mr. J. Parkinson,
Miss Gertie Green, all intimate friends of Mr. Lamont.

The chapel of the Crematorium was completely filled by
a large concourse, including friends from far and near, among
whom were observed Messrs. F. Tomlinson, Orr, and Hill, re-

resenting the directors of ‘The Two Worlds’ Publishing

ompany, Limited, Manchester, with Mr. W. Phillips, the
editor of the above-named journal ; Mr. T. Archer, president
of the Yorkshire Union ; Mr. J. Venables, president-elect of
the National Conference for 1901, and a large number of
local friends representing all sides of the Cause in Liverpool.
The service in the chapel was conducted by Mr. Morse, and
was eminently suited to the requirements of the occasion.

At the conclusion of the proceedings at the cemetery a

ublic memorial service was held in Daulby Hall, over which

r. Morse was invited to preside, when suitable and impres-
sive addresses were delivered by the Chairman and Messrs.
Venables, Archer, Phillips and Chiswell, and Mesdames
Batie and Green. A large number of representative Spirit-
ualists from surrounding towns were present.

It was peculiarly fitting that this service should be held
in the building named, secing that it owes its existence to
the initiative and untiring energy and zeal of our arisen
friend ; one amongst the numerous services he rendered to
Spiritualism in Liverpool, and concerning which, did space
permit, a fuller statement would be made.

Steadily, one by one, the pioneers of our work are enter-
ing the higher state, but it may be safely said that in-the
departure of our old and valued friend, Mr. Lamont, we lose
the outward presence of one whom all delighted to honour
and who, in deed and speech, adorned the cause he loved s0
faithfully and well. Our consolation is that he is not ¢ dead’
but only gone before, that presently we shall clasp hands

with him again, when we, too, shall enter into the next
state of life.

JOHN LAMONT.
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‘LIFE OF DWIGHT L. MOODY/

There is much in this biography of an energetic Christian
worker, written by his son, to interest everyone.

We cannot pretend to review these five hundred pages of
crown octavo ; but they will repay anyone for a perusal, as
they trace the growth of a man without culture, starting
from a narrow view of God, as a tyrant rather than as a
‘father pitying his children,’ until he became absorbed in
Him as a God of love ; and did a noble work for Him which
has secured a bright crown of glory. ;

Although he had an aversion to Spiritualism, caused
no doubt by its attitude in America towards Christianity,
it will interest Spiritualists to see how he was drawn to
confess, nay to experience, the comforts which Spiritualism
opened out to him in the later hours of his life.

It seems to us to hint emphatically of the true mission
which Spiritualists should cultivate, if they would work
hand in hand with the Churches, and show how all can
work ‘ hand in hand with angels.’

But let the ¢ Life’ speak for itself.

At p. 408 Mr. Moody is speaking to young men on the
love of God. He makes four points. 1. The love of God in
the gift of His Son ; 2. the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts as a preparation for His service ; 3. the love of God
in affliction ; and 4. the love of God in death.

His remarks on the latter head are prophetic and
remarkable. '

‘For I am persuaded that death cannot separate us from
the love of God.” He says :—

‘My friends, when we are called upon to die, if we love
God we may be sorry to part from our loved ones, but He
will give us light. It might please Him, in the hour of death,
to give us a little sight of the glory of the future before we
pass out of the body. If so, this world will be spoiled for
ever : we will not even want to look back; we will know
in a moment that God will take care of our loved ones.’

The good man had not then realised how the loved ones
even now are ministering spirits, or certainly not to the
intimate extent which so many Spiritualists experience.
Twenty-six years after, when he came to the close of his life,
these words proved to be truly prophetic.

As he lay dying he said :—

¢ Earth recedes, heaven opens up before me. I havebeen
beyond the gates. God is calling. Don’t call me back. It
is beautiful. It is like a trance. If thisis death it is sweet.
There is no valley here. God is calling me—I must go.’

He knew the reality, for on trying to arouse him from
what appeared, to those uninitiated around him, a dream, he
said : *No, this is no dream, Will” He continued to talk
quietly, and seemed to speak from another world his last
messages to the loved ones he was leaving :—

¢“T have always been an ambitious man,” he said, “ am-
bitious to leave no wealth or possessions, but to leave lots of
work for you to do. Will, you carry on Mount Hermon.
Paul will take up the seminary when he is older. TFitt will
look after the institute : and Ambert will help you in the
business details.” Then he seemed as though he saw beyond
the veil, for he exclaimed: “This is my triumph, my
coronation day. I have beon looking forward to it for
years.” Then his face lit up and he said in a voice of joyful
rapture “Dwight! Irene! I see the children’s %a.ces”
(referring to two little grandchildren, gone before). Turning
to his wife he said, “Mamma, you have been a good wife to
me,” and with that he became unconscious.’

But he slowly revived, under heart stimulants, and,
raising himself on his elbow, exclaimed ¢ What does it all
mean ? This is a strange thing : I have been beyond
the gates of death and to the very portals of heaven, and
here I am back again. It is very strange!’

In a few moments another sinking of the body came and
from it he awoke in spirit land, and doubtless received the
crown of life and welcome accorded to all true workers in
the Master’s Vineyard.

His testimony was that of a Christian-Spiritualist, and
will be welcomed, as such, by us all.

MoRreLL THEOBALD.

‘Licur SusTENTATION FuNp.—We gratefully acknow-
Jedge the receipt of the following additional contribution to
this fund : ‘In memory of my sister,” £1. Remittances by
other friends may be sent to tﬂe Treasurer, Mr. H. Withall,
Gravel-lane, Southwark, London, S.E.
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THE NEW CHURCHWOMAN.

¢The Churchwoman,” in a very prominent leader,
presents Miss Lilian Whiting as ¢An American church-
woman,” and proceeds to give an exposition of her
teachings. We open our eyes and wonder. The last thing
we remember about Miss Whiting’s church outlook is that
she printed an ardent appreciation of OQur Futher’s Church,
as founded and explained by Mr. John Page Hopps. But
these are days of vivid and startling changes, and, for all
we know, ‘The Churchwoman’ is also in love with Our
Father's Church.

This apparently daring suggestion is made less unlikely,
as we go through this significant article, in which Miss
Whiting is taken in with affection and joy. For what
does Miss Whiting really teach in her buoyant and very
modern books ? ‘The Churchwoman’ tells us; and here
is the wonder of it; for it tells us that the essence of
these books is the illumination of Christianity by the light
of modern Psychical Research ; or even the transformation
of old forms of Christianity into forms that are better
fitted for the life and knowledge of our day. ‘Christianity,’
we are told, ‘is not and cannot be a stationary religion :
progress is indispensable to its very existence. Again we
open our eyes and wonder. How long is it since the Great
Church admitted this? How long is it since that Church
denounced those who repudiated its infallibility and
finality ?

And what has worked this change? Preciscly the
great truth to which Spiritualists have all along borne
witness. Time out of mind we have testified that the
Bible is a book of pure unmitigated Spiritualism. We
explained its ‘miracles’ with the help of known facts in
modern experience. We dared tosay thatJesus Christ was
o transcendent medium, and that the laws which produced
him and gave him such power are not exhausted but are
only ignored : and we called upon all believers in the truth
of the Bible, and upon all reasonable Christians, to take
from our hands the keys of locked doors hehind and of
waiting doors before: and now here is ‘The Church-
woman’ blessing us altogether.

No: not quite that ; hecause, as is usual, it gives us the
inevitable shove out of the path, as it proceeds to sit in
our chair. Here is what it says :—

Those of our readers who have followed the progress of

modern psychical research will not need to be told that the
extraordinary advance of our knowledge of the after-world

=
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(we call it so for want of a better term), due to the scientific
observation and collating of psychic Ehenomena, has been
accompanied by a tendency to cast off the old religion in
favour of somewhat vague theories, formed to fit the pheno-
mena aforesaid and our environment generally, so far as it
can be ascertained or guessed at with reasonable proba-
bility. Spiritualism has been elevated to the dignity of a
new religion, and SEiritualists adopt much the same tone
towards the old faith, though from an opposite standpoint,
as did the materialists of the last generation. They have
concluded, in fact, too hastily that the new thought was
inconsistent with the old, and have cast the latter aside,
without, as it seems to us, inquiring whether the two cannot
be reconciled. Now the value of Miss Whiting’s teaching
consists primarily in this, that she sees in psychical dis-
coveries the natural fulfilment of Christianity, the elucida-
tion of much in it that has hitherto seemed obscure, the
corroboration of statements which have appeared inciedible.
And so, while Miss Whiting is ardently at one with those
who tread the path of psychical research, she holds and
teaches that it is in entire harmony with the Christianit
which we profess ; nay, more, that it is indispensable to a full
and progressive understanding of that Christianity.

This is just a little hard to bear. So far as we know,
Spiritualists have not, as a rule, ‘concluded that the new
thought is inconsistent with the old’: and we certainly are
not aware that they have cast away ‘the old faith’ for
the new, ¢without inquiring whether the two can be
reconciled.” We admit that some Spiritualists have done
this in relation to certain old dogmas or notions, and no
wonder. But we decline to identify Christianity with old
priestly notions or old theological dogmas concerning it :
and, if ¢ The Churchwoman’ wants to be useful and dis-
criminating in this matter, we invite it to ponder this.
What it calls ‘the old faith’ we should call the old
obscuration of the faith.

But we will pursue this no farther. We prefer to join
hands and agree. Let the reader peruse the above extract
again, and ask ; ‘What is the real drift of this?’ For our
own part we find the following remarkable admissions or
suggestions :—

That modern psychical researches and psychical
phenomena, or, frankly, Spiritualism and its experiments,
have advanced our knowledge of the life beyond this.

That these psychical discoveries are explaining
Christianity and its seemingly incredible accompaniments.

That we have yet to learn something about Christianity,
and that our testimony and our facts are indispensable.

This is all very interesting: but there is something even
more arresting. In a following paragraph, ¢The Church-
woman’ says that miracles are ‘phenomena not to be
accounted for by the known laws of Nature,” and that, by
some, ‘a somewhat illogical exception was made in favour
of miracles attributed to Christ and his disciples,” while
others sought to explain away Christ’s miracles altogether
“on the hypotbesis that miracles were a supersession of the
laws of the universe—that is, of God—which it is in-
credible that Christ would disregard.” ¢But,’ (and mark
the gravity of the assertion) ‘it is now known that self-
directed psychic energy, consciously developed and
exercised, with confidence in its ability to achieve the work
in hand, will produce startling results in proportion to the
power which is brought to bear, and this is what Christ
and his apostles called “faith.” If they spoke truly, there
are few things impossible to faith, while without it no dis-
play of psychic power is possible ; and, if the Gospels are
to be trusted, their teaching was borne out by results.
What was true then, says Miss Whiting, is true now ; the
order of nature has not changed, and it lies with ourselves
to use or neglect the power at our disposal.’” And, for this,
Miss Whiting is welcomed and rejoiced over as a good
churchwoman! We are glad of it, and only wish that all
churchwomen were as rational, as generous, as spiritual,
and as ready with a welcome for all our modern guests at
The Father’s Table.





















