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a finer example to the world than the condemnation of new
and helpful truths by old and worn-out edicts.

Praying that you may see fit to withdraw the antique
and barbaric ban which in its very pronouncing must have
injured your spirit more than the spirit of him whom you
have condemned, seeing that the Founder of Christianity
forbids us to condemn anyone, and asking you to recollect
that we are all—races, creeds and colours, flowers, trees,
birds, insects and planets—part of the Eternal Alpha and
Omega, and are in our separate ways humbly and devoutly
pressing forward to

‘¢ One far-off Divine event
To which the whole creation moves,’
T am a disciple whose faith can never be inhibited.

‘The Theosophist,” for June (Madras: Theosophical
Society, Adyar), is full of weighty matter. The average
magazine reader would find it all too heavy, except Col.
Oleott’s ¢Old Diary Leaves.’ ‘Poseidonis’ is perhaps
another exception, with its curious and entertaining study
of ‘The lost Atlantis.” Those who are used to these subtile
excursions and like them, however, will find plenty to think
about here. A Paper on ¢ Glimpses of Theosophical Chris-
tianity ’ is useful as giving a view of ‘The law of Karma’
that anyone might study with profit, if only for its shrewd
comments on certain difficult sayingsin the New Testament.
The following is a fairly good specimen :—

Most of the teachings with regard to Karma to be found
amongst the sayings of Christ, as in all exoteric religions,
have reference simply to the immutable association of causes
and effects. A very few instances will suffice, but the care-
ful student of the Gospels can add many more.

The most striking are perhaps to be found in that group
of passages which are usually taken as teaching the doctrine
of eternal hell, but which in reality contain a plain state-
ment of this law of cause and effect. We frequently find the
expression, ‘cast into the outer darkness; there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth,’ applied to those who have
departed from the divine laws. \\Phy this ‘outer darkness’
should have been taken, as it so often hag, as synonymous
with a place of never-ending torment, is not altogether clear
from a careful study of the Gospels. For it is generally
used in contradistinction to the entrance into the kingdom
of heaven, which, we are told, is within us, and a student of
theosophy here at once recognises the contrast between the
consciousness of harmony with all that is good, which is the
result of right-doing, and the conscious separation from God,
which is the result of wrong-doing ; between the light of the
developing inner self, and the darkness of the personality,
which, until it becomes the willing servant of the self, must
remain without that sphere of love and joy into which the
only entrance-key is obedience to the divine law.

David Christie Murray, writing upon the Dowling
versus Dods case, sums up strongly in our favour, whether
we call ourselves Spiritualists, Psychical Researchers, or
Occultists, and prettily rebukes Dr. Forbes Winslow for his
antiquated nonsense concerning insane delusions. On the
contrary, he says flatly and frankly :—

Madness may easily lie that way, and illusion of every
imaginable kind awaits the hysteric and the credulous. But
the painstaking investigations of learned inquirers, of sane
and sober experimenters and classifiers of fact, have 1n recent
years led us to such a posture of mind, that no man truly
trained to think will dare to atfirm roundly that the question
of the truth or fallacy of occultism is once and for all decided,
or that there are not within ourselves faculties concerning
which the whole truth is not yet known.

But we specially like David’s treatment of the word
‘supernatural,” which we should be heartily glad to get rid
of. He says:—

I think it may be accepted that the belief in what we
roughly call the supernatural is ineradicable in the human
mind. The supernatural is, of course, the impossible, but the
word serves its purpose well enough since it expresses some-
thing which acts outside those laws of Nature with which we
are positively and scientifically acquainted. It is not held
to bereally and truly supernatural (which can mean nothing
less than above and outside Nature), but it is a convenient
expression for the occult and unknown, the conceivable
something which is beyond our present apprehension.

Now that just about hits the present position of this
unfortunate word. Nothing is really supernatural, but
many things are ‘beyond our present apprehension,’
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Henrietta R. Eliot sends us a bright thought for these
days of sunshine and rain :—
But what you find in these sweet days
Depends on how you go about it ;

A glad heart helps poor eyes to see
What brightest eyes can’t see without it.

One child sees sunlit air and sky,

And bursting leaf-buds, rouncf and ruddy ;
Another looks at his own feet,

And only sees—that it is muddy !

But that applies to a thousand things in life. The
pessimistic bucket says, ‘Bother! I always go down
empty!” The optimistic one smiles and says, ‘I always
come up full !’ Two stand together, looking across the
road upon the landscape. One sees only the near chimneys:
the other sces the hills beyond and the sunset far away.
The world, after all, is very much what we make it.

IS WHATEVER IS BEST?

The great law of continuity holds us all in its embrace.
Call it ‘Karma,” ‘Fate,’ or ‘ Consequences,” the fact is the
same. Is the Law a moral or a physical one? Is it “ Neces-
sity’ or ‘Love’? Does Intelligence direct or unconscious
force decree? Is the outcome beneficial? Is whatever is
(linked as it is to antiquity by an unbroken sequential
chain of causes and effects) merely the inevitable result of
unguided and ruthless forces—where neither good nor evil,
right nor wrong are involved—so that what is 25 because
it must be so of necessity, or is there a Wisdom and Love
back of these forces, and guiding everything to a foregone
beneficent conclusion ? Is‘ whatever is,” whether consciously
intended or unconsciously reached, right 7 Is that ‘right
one of sequence, adjustment, or relationship: or is it
‘right’ in the moral sense ? Is it true that relatively there
is wrong, evil, and Absolutely no wrong or evil, but only
Goodness and Love? Do the following lines help to make
matters cleaver ? :—

I know as my life grows older,
And mine eyes have clearer sight—
That under each rank wrong, somewhere
There lies the root of Right ;
That each sorrow has its purpose
By the sorrowing oft unguesseé,
But as sure as the sun brings morning,
Whatever is—is best.

I know that each sinful action
As sure as the night brings sfmde,
Is somewhere, sometime, punished,
Tho’ the hour be long delayed.

I know that the soul is aided
Sometimes by the heart’s unrest,
And to grow means often to suffer—

But whatever is—is best.

I know there are no errors
In the great eternal plan,

And all things work together
For the final good of man.

And I know when mY soul speeds onward,
In its grand eternal quest,

I shall say as I look back earthward,
Whatever is—is best.

ErrA WueeLer WiILcox.

¢ Psycne.'—The opening of the second year of publication
of ‘Psyche,’ a sixteen page monthly magazine, devoted to
the philosopby and phenomena of {ife, 1s signalised by a
number of alterations which are in the main improvements.
The contents are bright, varied, and readable. Messrs. J.
Kinsman, A. V. Peters, Mrs. Bessie Russell-Davies, D. J.
Davis and H. Boddington make useful and suggestive
contributions, and in its new form ¢ Psyche’shoul ia.ve a
successful career. Mr. M. Clegg, 29, Ramsey-road, Forest Ga.
London, E., supplies sing‘]e c(igies, post free, 13d. The annual
subscription is 1s. 6d. Mr. Kinsman makes a good point in
reference to the mysterious and fugitive recollections of
revious conscious existences which some people claim to
ave. Hesays: ‘If we live two lives now—the waking life
and the dream life, both real—there is the possibility of some
brains dimly sensing what has occurred in the dream state
and of such recollections being wrongly interpreted as
having reference to prior conscious existences. The field
shoul('f be carefully surveyed. True, it should.
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MR. F. W. H. MYERS.

The Presidential address delivered by Mr. F. W. H.
Myers to the members and friends of the Society for
Psychical Research at the one hundred and fifth general
meeting of that body on Friday, May 18th, and printed in
Part 37 of the ‘Proceedings’ of the Society for Psychical
Research, was extremely luminous, stimulating, and well
worthy of the occasion. After paying a glowing tribute to
his predecessors in the presidential chair and to the splendid
devotion and ardent labours of his arsen friend, Edmund
Gurney, he gave his hearers a self-revealing insight into his
mental conditions and the path of his unfolding which led
up to his present convictions. He said :(—

‘From my earliest childhood—from my very first re-
collections—the desire for eternal life has immeasurably
eclipsed for me every other wish or hope. Yet desiie is not
necessarily Jias; and my personal history has convinced
myself—tﬂough I cannot claim that it shall convince others
also—that my wishes do not strongly warp my judgment,—
nay, that sometimes the very keenness of personal anxiety
may make one afraid to believe, as readily as other men,
that which one most longs for.

‘For when, after deriving much happiness from Christian
faith, I felt myself forced by growing knowledge to recognise
that the evidence for that culminant instance of spirit return
was not adequate, as standing alone, to justify conviction, I
did honestly surrender that great joy ; although its loss was
more grievous to me than anything else which has happened
to me in life.

‘Then with little hope —nay, almost with reluctant scorn
—but with the feeling that no last and least chance of the
great discovery should be thrown aside, I turned to such
poor_efforts at psychical research as were at that time
possible ; and now 1t is only after thirty years of such study
as [ have been able to give that I say to myself at last, //abes
totd quod mente petisti—* Thou hast what thine whole heart
desired ” ;—that I recognise that for me this fresh evidence,
—while raising that great historic incident of the Resurrec-
tion into new credibility,—has also filled me with a sense of
insight and of thankfulness such as even my first ardent
Christianity did not bestow.

‘Yet if I thus find the happiness which sprang from far-
reaching Tradition and Intuition surpassed by the happiness
which springs from a narrower, but a more stable range of
demonstrated fact, I nevertheless speak in no spirit of
reaction or of ingratitude towards traditions and intuitions
which must yet, for many a century, be potent for the
salvation of men.’

After a truly admirable setting forth of the spirit and
purpose of the society, and, shall we say, a justification of
its cautious scientific methods, Mr. Myers affivmed that the
society had attempted to explore and map out that strange,
submerged region of thought and perception which lies
deeper than the surface-tension of man’s conscious being, in
which he claimed that :— °

‘Each trace of faculty belongs to a series of develop-
ments of personality whose terms have no assignable limit ;
a series which carries us onward without a break, from
dream and hallucination and bewilderment, up to the utter-
ances of discarnate spirits and the visions of ecstasy.

‘For, in truth, from the mind’s inward vision we may
learn more than from the secing of the eye : from inward
audition more than from the hearing of the. ear. The
automatisms which steal their way upward from hidden
depths to manifestation amid man’s sensory perceptions and
\oFunta.ry acts are found on analysis to contain elements of
knowledge not attainable in any normal fashion. Such
knowledge is shown in telepathic messages between living
men, and in apparitions which tell of men dyiug, and in
evidential messages from men whom we call dead.’

Although Mr. Myers felt that the evidences could not be
regarded as complete he said, ‘of late years we have
advanced and consolidated these fragmentary and fugitive
indications of the spirit’s survival by certain records of
trance-phenomena and spirit-possession ; records as yet
inchoate and imperfect, yet which must needs be faced and
dealt with by all serious men.’

While Mr. Myers was careful to explain that he was
speaking for himself alone and not giving utterance to any
collective view, he cleverly enforced his recognition of the
great value of the messages from the unseen by dwelling
upon the duty of Science to deal fairly and exhaustively
with them : —

‘I say, then, that if once it be admitted, as we are now
assuming, for argument’s sake, that it is admitted—that it
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is evidentially probable that some of these messages do
indeed, in however indirect or confused a manner, emanate
from an unseen world, then it is a blasphemy against the
faith of Science to doubt that they must ultimately prove
to be of serious, of supreme importance.

‘Surely in such a case, whatever dreaminess or confusion
may mark the opening of intercourse with worlds indefinitely
remote, Science should summon all her fundamental trust
in the coherence, the intelligibility of things, to assure her
that the dreaminess must pass and the confusion clear, and
that the veriest rudiment of communication between world
and world bears yet the promise of completing and consum-
mating her own mighty dogmas, of effecting a unification
of the universe such as she has never ventured to hope till
now? What are our fet,t,y human preconceptions worth in
such a case as this? If it was absurd to refuse to listen to
Kepler, because he bade the planets move in no perfect
circles, but in undignified ellipses ; because he hastened and
slackened from hour to hour what ought to be a heavenly
body’s ideal and unwavering speed ; is it not absurder still
to refuse to listen to these voices from afar, because they
come stammering and wandering as in a dream confusedly.
instead of with a trumpet’s call  because spirits that ben
nigh to earth may undergo, perhaps, an earthly bewilder-
ment, and suffer unknown limitations, and half remember
us and half forget ?

‘Nay ! in the end it is not for us to choose ; we needs
must join in this communion with what grace we may. We
ca.nnobf if we would, transform ourselves into the mere
cynical spectators of an irrational universe. We are part
and parcel of these incredible phenomena ; our own souls
shall soon be feeling the same attraction, the same hesitancy,
upon the further shore.

The duty of the Psychical Researcher was admirably pre-
sented in words with which, we need hardly say, we are
entirely in accord :—

‘It is a duty far wider than the mere exposure of fraud ;
far wider than the mere production of specimens of patient
and intelligent investigation. Our duty is not the founding
of a new sect, nor even the establishment of a new science,
but is rather the expansion of Science herself until she can
satisfy those questions which the human heart will rightly
ask, but to which Religion alone has thus far attempted an
answer. Or rather, this is the duty, the mission, of the
coming century’s leaders of spiritual thought. Our own
more special duty is to offer, through an age of transition
more momentous than mankind has ever known, that help
in steadying and stimulating psychical research all over the
world which our collective experience should enable us
richly to bestow.’

RUSKIN'S GHOST STORY.

Mr. Stillman’s recollections in the current ‘Atlantic
Monthly ” have rveference to Ruskin, Clough, Christina Ros-
setti, and others. Connected with Coutet, Ruskin’s
Chamounix guide, there is a story which Ruskin told Mr.
Stillman of a locality in the Valley of Chamounix, haunted
by a ghost which could only be scen by children :—

‘It was a figure of a woman who raked the dead leaves,
and when she looked up at them the children said they only
saw a skull in place of a face. Ruskin sent to a neighbour-
ing valley for a child who could know nothing of the legend,
and went with him to the locality which the ghost was
reported to haunt. Arrived there, he said to the boy,
“What a lonely place ! there is nobody here but ourselves.”
“Yes, there is,” said the child, *there isa woman there rak-
ing the leaves,” pointing in a certain direction. * Let us go
nearer to her,” said Ruskin, and they walked that way,
when the boy stopped and said that he did not want to go
nearer, for the woman looked up, and he said that she had
no eyes in her head, “only holes.”’

This same Valley of Chamounix, Mr. Stillman says, was
to him always a most gloomy and depressing place.— West-
minster Gazette.’

Tue ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL
SocieTy will be held in the Queen’s Small Hall, Langham-
place,’on July 7th and 8th. On Saturday, July 7th, at
8.30 p.m., Mr. G. R. S. Mead will deliver an address on
‘ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten, and Mr. C. W. Leadbeater
will deal with ‘The Practical Effect of Theosophy.’ On
Sunday, July 8th, at 7 p.m., Colonel H. S. Olcott, president-
founder, will speak upon ¢The Progress of the Theosophical
Movement.” Mr. G. N. Chakravarti will deliver ‘A Word
from India, and Mrs. A. Besant will explain ‘The Inner
Purpose of the Society.’ Admission free.
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HEALING.

‘For to one is given by the Spirit
xii. ®, 9,

‘They skall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.’—Mark
xvi, 18,

the gifts of healing.'—1 Cor.

The tendency has been to read such passages as the above
merely as records of what kas happened rather than as
statements of facts which apply to all times and all
peoples.

The gift of healing is as much a reality to-day as it was
in the time of the Apostles. This being so, itis well to
understand the methods by which healing is accomplished.
Opinions differ on this question. Some believe that the
operation is purely mental—mind over matter—while others
hold that animal magnetism is the means used for effecting
a cure. The latter is the belief common among Spiritualists,
who aver that the flow of such magnetism is frequently
directed by spirit people ; hence the term ¢ healing medium.’
In justification of this belief we may quote the case of the
greatest of all hcalers—Jesus. In reading of his cures we
cannot fail to be struck by the fact that in the great
majority of cases he did something. Either he touched the
afflicted—* He laid His hands on her’(Luke xiii. 13)—or in
some way came into physical contact. Sometimes he used
hissaliva, as in the case of the deaf man: *And put his
fingers into his ears and he spit and touched his tongue’
(Mark vii. 33).

Again in John ix. 6 we have a similar instance, only in
this case it was used for restoring sight to the blind : ‘He
spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.’

In Mark viii. 23-26 we have another instance. This is an
interesting case as the first application was only partially
successful : “And when he had spit on his eyes and put his
hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. And he
looked up and said, I see men as trees walking. After that
he put his hands again upon his eyes and made him look up,
and he was restored and saw every man clearly.” Here we
are clearly shown that the saliva and the laying on of
hands played an important partin the cure. Now it is
well known among healers that saliva possesses great healing
power. To some this may sound objectionable, but it is never-
theless true. In the case of burns, for instance, if the
burnt place is moistened with the saliva and then bound up,
the pain will quickly subside, and the wound heal. This is
not, as is commonly supposed, merely because the dressing
has been damped (for success is frequently secured
where water alone would fail), but because it is charged
with vital magnetism which soothes the pain and effects
the cure.

The gift of healing is far more common than is generally
believed, although, of course, here and there oneindividual
shines out pre-eminently among his fellows as a healer of
extraordinary power. When we see the suffering around us
and realise how much healing power is lying dormant
which could be used for its alleviation, it makes us wonder
why people who believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of
God can be so blind to its teachings. The natural query on
reading such passages as are quoted above should be, ¢ Have
I this power, and if so, how can I useit?’ Apathy and mis-
conception are at the root of the matter. But Spiritualists
have no excuse for ignorance or indifference. Tow often do
we hear our mediums say to a person, ‘ You are a healer ; are
you aware of the fact ?” and the response, ‘1 have been told
so.” There, too often, the matter ends. Healing is a perfectly
natural gift-—God-given in the sense that a/l gifts are Divine
benefactions—which should be used for thegood of humanity,
and, if used rationally, it is as beneficial to the healer as to
the patient. If we possess a supply of healing magnetism
which can be given off for the henefit of others, it is one of
Nature’s ordinances that it skowl/d be thus utilised, and to
disobey Nature is to court the punishment which invariably
follows such disobedience. Too much magnetism is apt to
cause headaches and other unpleasant symptoms, and there-
fore in self-defence a healer should try to impart some of his
superfluous supply to those who need it.  But Nature some-
times takes the case into her own hands, and sometimes the
spirit people, without waiting to be asked or themselves
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asking permission, Zenk the healer on with someone who can
be benefited by the operation. Let us take a common
occurrence. A person who feels strong and well enters a
public vehicle, or goes to a meeting where a large number
of people are assembled, and after a time begins to feel
languid and tired for no appavent reason. If the person
feeling thus understood the matter, he or she would ask, as
did Jesus : ‘Who touched me, for I perceive that virtue is
gone out of me.’ (Luke viii. 45-46.)

In such a case it is almost certain that somebody who has
been sitting near to the depleted one has been feeling better
for his presence, although the reason of their experiences
may have been unknown to both. If, however, a clairvoyant
had been present he would probably have seen what looked
like a shaft of light going from one to the other, and a
magnetic fluid flowing from the unconscious ‘healer’ to the
equally unconscious ‘patient.” But the healer soon recovers
his lost vitality and is none the worse for the experience,
while unwittingly, and perhaps unwillingly, he has benefited
some needy fellow creature.

Those who are conscious of ‘giving off’ in this manner
should realise that they are healers and should take steps
to develop the power to control their forces. No hard and
fast rule can be laid down as to what should be done in order
to ‘heal,’ as no two healers work quite alike, but we might
advise the beginner, when brought into contact with the one
he wishes to help, to rely upon his impressions or impulses.
Sometimes, to merely lay the hands on the affected part is
sullicient. At cther times ‘ passes ’ are required. Sometimes
the patient feels pain in one place and the healer feels im-
pelled to magnetise another. This arises from the fact that
the cause may not exist where the pain is felt. On general
principles it is safe to say to the mediumistic healer: ‘Do
what you feel impelled to do, and if you are in good health
the result should be beneficial.’

But care must be observed by the operator not to  take
on the conditions’ of the patient. This applies not only to
those complaints commonly called contagious, but to all. A
simple headache can frequently be removed by a few passes,
only for the healer to find that he has taken it himself. This
of course is very undesirable and quite unnecessary. Will
power should be used as well as magnetism, and above all
things the hands should be washed immediately the healer
has ceased magnetising. If the latter bas been ‘under con-
trol’ the spirit people usually take the  conditions’ from the
medium. But if working in a normal condition, the healer
must learn, while contributing his own healthy magnetism
to the sufferer, to refuse to take upon himself the unhealthy
conditions of his patient.

Some complaints of course are more open to magnetic
treatment than others, but the healer will soon learn which
cases suit his powers. But as a general rule all pain should
be amenable to magnetic treatment.

Many people who now fly to the doctor for every ailment
and fill their systems with drugs, which drive out one pain
only to set up another, have a ‘doctor’ in their own family,
did they but know it. Nature’s own remedy is the simplest
and the safest, and Nature has given us ‘the gifts of healing.’
What was possible in the first century is equally possible
now.

J. A. WHITE.

21, Foxbourne-road, Balham, S.W.

AN ‘INDEPENDENT’ OpiNIoN.—This, from the ‘ Indepen-
dent Thinker, published by Henry Frank, in New York, is
sufticiently frank to deserve attention : “There is doubtless
much truth in Spiritualism, and I am inclined to believe
that, after all the chaff and dirt are winnowed out of it, it
will present the data for the science of the future. But the
Spiritualism that at present disports itself before the world,
I regret to say, is so saturated with fraud and filth that it
can but disgust the wise and delight the groundlings. . .
I have respect for an honest Spiritualist. I bow to the
studious Theosophist, who makes Truth his highest religion.
But I pity the emotionalist who seeks a spook in every
spark ; the Theosophist whose eyes are set on the apparition
of a Mahatma ; the Christian Scientist whose ignorance is
matched only by his audacity, and_the Aguostic whose eyes
are shut to all the revelations of Nature save those which
have been vouchsafed to his own omniscient soul.’



July 7, 1900.]

CONFERENCE OF THE SPIRITUALISTS’
NATIONAL FEDERATION.

Ten years ago a preliminary conference was held in
Manchester, when it was decided to form a national
organisation of Spiritualists, and in 1891, at a second con-
ference, held in Bradford, Yorkshire, a constitution was
adopted and the organisation named—The Spiritualists’
National Federation. On Saturday and Sunday last, June
30th and July 1st, the meetings of the cleventh annual
conference were held in Bradford, under the able presidency
of Mr.J. J. Morse. On Saturday evening the conference
was opened, and after an address of welcome on behalf of the
local friends by Mr. J. Whiteheal, secretary of the York-
shire Union of Spiritualists, the reports of the secretary,
treasurer, and Propaganda Committee were presented,
discussed, and adopted. These reports show an accession of
nine affiliated societies. The general funds of the Federa-
tion have been drawn upon to meet the expenditure in
excess of income to the extent of £25,leaving the Federa-
tion with but £9 0s. 6d. in hand. The Propaganda
Committee’s report shows an expenditure in excess of
income of £171 17s. 1d. This amount was drawn from the
special fund for propaganda purposes, raised by a bazaar
held in Manchester two years ago, leaving a balance in the
bank and in the hands of the treasurer and secretary of
£323 0s. 14d. This fund being for propaganda work only,
is not available for general purposes, and the Federation has
to face the fact that it starts the year with but a small sum
in hand.

The Federation employed an ‘organiser’ and other
missioners, who, during the eleven months covered by the
committee’s report, conducted 179 public meetings with an
aggregate attendance of nearly 17,000 persons, with the
result that three societies which had lapsed have been
revived and three new societies commenced.

On Saturday evening Mr. S. 8. Chiswell reported that
Mr. John Lamont was in a very critical condition, and the
audience, by a rising vote, expressed their loving sympathy
with him and with Miss Hodge, his niece, and Mrs. A.
Lamont, who have been his devoted attendants. A telegram
was despatched to them from the meeting, and on Sunday a
reply arrived with the tidings, which were received with
sincere regret by all, that Mr. Lamont was gradually sinking.

At the morning meeting on Sunday, Mr. Morse read a
comprehensive and practical presidential address, in which
he paid a well-deserved tribute to the pioneer workers in
Yorkshire and elsewhere. Dealing with the position of the
Federation, he pointed out that there are but eighty-four
societies affiliated therewith out of a total number of 220
societies and meeting places, or little more than one-third of
the whole. The following extract will probably interest the
readers of ‘Licat’ and show that Mr. Morse had the
courage to express his opinions upon matters which require
careful treatment : —

‘The question of the presentation of phenomena upon our
ublic platforms is still a moot point in many districts. It
1s a matter upon which this Federation might conveniently
deliver an opinion. Instances are often reported to me where
the phenomena are quite disassociated from affording evi-
dences of spirit return. When law, wills, medical diagnosis,
3uesblons of matrimony and marital infelicity are either
ealt with or referred to, too often followed by the touting
for private sittings after the meeting is over, it is time to ask,
Where are we going? And when the law, who may be “a
Hass,” incontinently swoops down upon those who contra-
vene its statutes under our name, then Spiritualism suffers,
and the finger of scorn is pointed to us al& indiscriminately.
I have every sympathy with the phenomena that afford in-
disputable evidences of spirit return, would encourage and
foster them, but I still think the private circle is the best
place for such matters, and not the public platform. One
thing has often occurred to me, and that 1s how anxious
many of our spirit friends appear to be to assist us to cure
the ills that flesh is heir to ! ’Ilhe prescriptions, compounds,
ointments, pills and liniments that our spirit friends have
given to their mediums would make a small pharmacopwia,
while the advertisements of such articles make most interest-
ing reading in our newspapers. But why our work, which
is primarily associated with demonstrating that man lives
after death, should be so frequently associated with pills,
potions and plasters, is a question many intelligent inquirers
persist in continually asking. I know some medical
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practitioners who are in all ways worthy of confidence,
whose unseen helpers are reliable and sound, but I know
others who are simply charlatans preying on the unwary
and simple. In honouring the first, I am not bound to
accept the second as fellow workers in this noble cause. I
am not sitting in judgment on anyone, but if some of us do
not speak on this matter worse things may come upon us.
Many of my co-workers agree Wil’fl me ; doubtless they
would support me if they were called upon to do so.’

The Credential Committee reported that thirty-four
societies and two ‘unions’ were represented by sixty-five
delegates. There were also present sixty-three associates,
fifteen members of the Executive, two auditors, and the
organiser— total 146.

Mr. MorsE, the secretary of the Fund of Benevolence
(formerly the O.P.S. fund), reported that despite the
numerous demands recently made upon the charitable,
nearly an average of £1 per week had been received. One
beneficiary, Mr. W. Wallace, the pioneer medium, had passed
away, but the claims upon the fund were as numerous and
as urgent as cver. The income of the year had been nearly
£78, and the balance in hand was but £2 13s. 1d. The
report was unanimously adopted.

THE PrEsIDENT, Mr. J. J. Morse, reported that the Execu-
tive had empowered him to obtain legal advice in reference
to the proposal to obtain a Deed Poll (the document passed
and adopted by the Conference at Southport being deemed
by the Executive defective), and a new Constitution was
being framed in accordance with the advice of the lawyer
whom he had consulted. After considerable discussion it
was decided that when the new draft of the Deed Poll was
completed it should be printed and circulated to societies
and associates, and aninterim conference called to consider
it—the Conference accepting the financial responsibility
(estimated at £100) involved in these proceedings. The
Conference also voted the sum of £5 towards the Britten
Memorial Hall.

Mr. John Venables, of Walsall, was elected president of
the Conference for 1901, and Mrs. Venables received a hearty
welcome and sincere congratulations from many friends
upon her reappearance after her prolonged severe illness.
Mr. W. Greenwoorl, of Hebden Bridge, was elected treasurer,
Mr. W. Harrison, of Burnley, retained his post of secretary,
and Messrs. T. Taylor and J. Briggs were appointed
auditors. The Conference in 1901 will be held at Attercliffe,
Sheffield.

Murs. M. J. Place and Messrs. J. B. Tetlow, S. S. Chiswell,
A. Wilkinson, W. Mason, H. G. Heys, J. C. Macdonald and
J. Venables werve elected members of the Executive.

In the evening a large meeting was held in the St.
seorge’s Hall, at which, after an invocation by Mr. Will
Phillips, and a stirring address by the chairman, Mr. J. J.
Morse, eloquent speeches were delivered by Mrs. Batie,
Messrs. (. H. Bibbings, A. Kitson, J. Armitage, J. C.
Macdonald, J. Swindlehurst, and S. S. Chiswell. The
usual votes of thanks were passed, and Mr. J. Burchell,
of Bradford, responded on behalf of the local workers who
had so ably assisted him.

DR. GIBIER'S PREMONITORY DREAM.

That Dr. Paul Gibier, the founder of the Pasteur Insti-
tute in this city, who was killed in a runaway in Suffern,
New York (says the ‘New York Press’), had his death and the
tragic manner of it foretold to him in a dream was made
known by his wife recently. Strange as it may seem, he
laughed away his wife’s fears when he told it to Mrs. Gibier,
although it coincides strangely with his belief of mind,
matter and immortality.

It was the matron of the Pasteur Institute who told of
Dr. Gibier’s dream. It was told to her, she said, by Mrs.
Gibier. Onlast Friday night Dr. (Gibier, who had been ill
with lumbago, slept for the first time in twelve tlays. When
he awoke on Saturday morning he related to his wife a
strange dream which he had had.

He said that he dreamed he was out riding alone and had
been thrown from his buggy and killed. It wasin that way
that death did come to him only a few hours later, the
reality being that Dr. (libier was accompanied by his
mother-in-law, Mrs. C. V. Hoern, of Baltimore, when he

was killed.
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A VERY SERIOUS SPECTATOR.

Our old friend ‘The Spectator’ is still true to its
It stands at its window

name. It is still an onlooker.
near the Strand and sces the processions go by. It is safe,
and it provides a bill of fare for safe people. It likes to

be serious and to keep out of the rain; to be in touch with
the army on the march and to keep its slippers warm ; to
discern the signs of the times—by proxy.

We do not blame ‘The Spectator’: we very greatly
value it. We only wish a dozen other papers would be as
thoughtful, as candid and as serious as it usually is: and,
for all we know, it does more good by secing the pro-
cessions go by and giving its impressions, than it would do
if it put on its boots and tramped. On the other hand, if
it decides for slippers and watching from the window, it
ought to be particularly careful to abstain from genteel
criticisms of the spots of mud that happen to be on the
hoots of the men on the march.

Of course we are referring to our own ‘cause’ and our
own army ; and, also of course, these reflections have
been suggested by ‘The Spectator’s’ late review of
Flammarion’s extremely important work, ‘The Unknown.’
“The Spectator’ guards itself against a decision ; and, in
the usual way, gets behind its window and its dignity.
After appearing to admit everything, it coolly says, ‘Per-
sonally we still keep an entirely open mind on the subject,’
and ‘We must here guard ourselves from heing misunder-
stood,” followed Dby the customary hedging. DBut its
admissions, and even anxious assertions, ar¢ remarkable,
and these we think will be interesting to our readers.

Flammarion, as we all know, is a convinced Spiritualist,
in the scientific sense of the word : that is to say, he is an
experimenter without prejudice. Ile wants to know, not
to refute. He is an inquirer, whose husiness it is, whose
duty and delight it is, to admit and make known the thing
that is, whatever it is. e is also truly scientific as a man
who knows well that his duty is discharged only when he
has fully examined.

Well, Flammarion /as examined, and with what result?
He tells us explicitly that positive obscrvation proves the
existence of a psychic world as real as the world known to
our physical senses. He is completely satisfied as to the
action of mind upon mind at a distance, ¢ without the
habitual use of words or any visible means of communica-
tion.” He is also clear as to apparitions and prevision, and,
generally speaking, leaves nothing to be desired so far as we
are concerned. He has joined the army on the march, and
says, like a man :—

Some of my best friends assure me that I shall com-
promise myself if I go too earnestly into that inquiry, that
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it is an act of imprudence, that it shows too much courage,
and, in a word, is very rash. I beg these good friends to
consider that I am nothing—nothing at all but a seeker after
truth, and that to all that may be written, said, or thought
about me I am absolutely indifferent. No interest, no out-
side influences have guided my steps.

And now for ‘ The Spectator.” We at first thought of
summarising its statements, but it will be fairer to quote its
own words and, as far as possible, in fully connected
sentences :—

When the late Professor Huxley was invited to investi-
gate these phenomena, he replied with characteristic
dogmatism t,ﬁat. he would not waste his time over the
chatter of curates and old women. M. Flammarion has a
different temper and a far more_truly scientific one. He
knows that for science everything is of importance, and that
no preconceived opinions whatever should be permitted to
stand in the way of new truths. In an interesting chapter
on ‘Incredulity’ he recalls what we all see now to have
been the bigotry and folly of scientific men in resisting new
ideas. The story is every whit as discreditable to the human
mind as the opposing credulity of the vulgar. Both block
the path of truth and progress, and both must be cast aside
if mankind is to make any advance. The arrogant spirit of
Huxley is fatal to the scientific treatment of the most
important class of demonstrated facts, and it thus defeats
its own ends. For the facts, when and if they can be
ggoved to be facts, cannot fail to be accepted, and how much

tter it would be if this popular acceptance were guided by
trained scientific judgment instead of being left to the crude
imaginings of untrained minds. Happily, a new spirit is
rising among scientific men, as the attitude of MM. Flam-
marion and Richet in France, of Professors Hall and James
in America, and of Professors Lodge and Sidgwick and Dr,
A. R. Wallace in England clearly shows. The time is coming
when the incredulous Philistinism which refuses to recognise
aught in the universe beyond that which our five senses
are familiar with will be as much a subject of ridicule as
Lardner’s well-known demonstration that a steam vessel
could never cross the Atlantic.

All that we desire to insist on is that a great deal of
testimony of a high and trustworthy character has been
collected which on the face of it appears to show that the
?ying, and the dead even, do communicate with the
iving.

These facls are better attested than nine-tenths of the
facts in the newspapers which we unhesitatingly accept, or
the statements madJe in historical works by authors long
since dead. e cannot rest in universal scepticism, an
attitude impossible to the human mind. But if we are
bound to accept the facts in the main, what other hypothetic
explanation than that of M. Flammarion is conceivable,
especially when we know, as he shows, that it is quite con-
sistent with the newer views and concepts of science ? Why,
indeed should not these things be? a’hat is there to set
against them but the mere dogmatism of the materialist
whose own position can be easily turned by philosophic
criticism ?

Assuming that M. Flammarion’s explanation is the true
one, it brings the next world (as we call it) much nearer to
us, and is therefore likely to confirm in our minds the belief
that what we call death is merely a transition, a necessary
process in the ascent of being, and a process which con-
sclousness survives.

The theme is a tempting one, but we must close by
thanking M. Ilammarion for a most important and in-
teresting contribution to the most important and interesting
intellectual problem before mankind.

We have gone thus fully into the subject from ¢The
Spectator’s’ point of view, mnot entirely for ¢The
Spectator’s’ sake. Its attitude and opinion are, of course,
important, but the point of real interest is, that ¢The
Spectator’ is a prominent case in point. It reveals what is
heing thought by the man behind the window,—by the
tamed critic and the Philistine in his slippers: and that is
exceedingly interesting ; for, after all, in this eminently
conservative country, it is not the man ¢in the street’ but
the tamed critics and the gentlemen who look on who
eventually carry the day.

DARE 10 BE TRUE.—I honour any man or woman wh
in the conscientious discharge of duty, dares to stan
alone. The world, with ignorant, intolerant judgment, may
condemn, the countenances of relatives may be averted and
the hearts of friends grow cold, but the sense of duty done
will be sweeter than the applause of the world, the counte-
nances of relatives or the hearts of friends.—CHARLES
SUMMER.





















