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Has it discovered a sense of universal relations? Has it
taken on a social conscience and become a noble humanity ?
Has it begun to bear the good fruits of a divine manhood %’
We do not ask, Does it_believe in Christ? We insist, Does
it do the deeds of a Christ? Does it not seem as if we
needed a new name for this new urgency and emphasis ?

There is something in this that invites to very grave
thought indeed. We have been taking too much account of
the origins and too little account of the results of the
world’s religions. The noble word ¢ Universalism’ has still
to find its proper valuation in this sphere. We are making
a hopeful beginning, and Spiritualists are going to be
prominent helpers here. But as yet we are only pioneering,
and we do indeed ‘need a new name for this new urgency
and emphasis.” And yet, after all, what avails a name?
Better, perhaps, for many a year to be unlabeled and in
quite loose marching order.

One charge is often brought against us, which always
blesses us with a thrill of pride,—that we have helped to
wipe off from humanity’s slate some of the doctrines of the
past, such as total depravity, original sin, and hopeless
damnation. It was these cruel ideas that drove people
mad, and not Spiritualism, and, with their vanishing,
many unnatural things will depart ; grotesque and morbid
Revivalism for one, leaving us to a saner form of ¢conver-
sion.” Of this, an observant writer in America says:—

The ‘revival’ is no longer possible among Eeor]e of average
intelligence. It was built on a system of theology that has
broken down. It must be recognised as the basic thought
of the revival system that man and God are at enmity.
God ‘abhors the sinner,” and man in his unconverted state
‘hates God.” It follows that this life is a period of pro-
bation. After death there could be no remission of sins.
The ‘revival’ must place its emphasis upon the present as
affording a single chance for the sinner. He must confess
his sins, and beg for forgiveness now. But, above all, he
must believe,—believe exactly what the revivalist declares
to be true. To doubt is to precipitate damnation.
i The rise of psychological studies has esrecinl]y led
to a general distrust of the effect of revival measures,
especially on children ; and the astounding revelations of
hypnotism have led to a suspicion that what was attributed
to the Holy Ghost was often hypnotic influence, Jeading to
dangerous subjection of wills, if not to catalepsy.

Still, as this writer discriminatingly remarks, there has
been great value in periods of strong awakening, and the
world does not seem able to get on without them. Man is
a creature of moods and of imagination, and, at all events,
at his present stage of development, he probably needs
storms of feeling and fervour just as Nature needs storms
of wind and rain. We shall perhaps make a poor bargain
after all, if we get rid of Revivalism with its terrors, and
substitute for it only Criticism with all its conceits.

We were plodding along through a dryish desert of a
newspaper, when suddenly we came across this green little
oasis, by a certain John B. Tabb :—

All that springeth from the sod
Tendeth upward unto God ;
All that cometh from the skies
Urgeth it anon to rise.

Winter's life-delaying breath
Leaveneth the lump of death,

Till the frailest fettered bloom

Moves the earth and bursts the tomb.

Welcome, then, Time’s threshing-pain
And the furrows where each grain,
Like a Samson, blossom-shorn,

Waits the resurrection morn.

It is a lovely song for June, and well enough serves to
remind us of the precious truth that the earth-life is only
our sowing. Presently we shall come to the resurrection
unto life, but only by growing altogether out of and away
from all earth conditions,
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SOME INTERESTING SEANCES.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

V.

On Sunday, May 20th last, my clairvoyante friend in-
formed me that on the preceding night my departed friend,
Mr. R., had appeared to her. She had known him quite
well by sight, having often seen him walking in the street
with me ; but she had never, when he was in earth life, con-
versed with him, or been in any way acquainted with his
personality ; but now, upon his reappearance to her on
Saturday, May 19th, as a spiritual personage, she could with
striking accuracy reproduce for my benefit, or conviction, a
very peculiar way he had of speaking, partly through his
throat and partly through his nose, which, once heard, could
never be forgotten. She had not been made aware that
‘Sophy,’ at Mrs. Treadwell’s, had promised to bring him to
her, and therefore could not ask him any questions as to
how he found his way to her so soon after he passed on;
and therefore this test regarding the reason or cause of his
reappearance could not be obtained for the present.

Besides the peculiar voice and intonation, however,
another test of identity was given ; as he spoke to her of me
by my Christian name, being always his mode of addressing
me when we met when he was here. He also used one
characteristic expression which I cannot reproduce, as it is
too personal. The medium then asked him about his last
brief illness, which he graphically and correctly described,
and as his earth-life had closed in unconsciousness, he still
appeared to her to be 7n dubio as to ‘the world’ he was in,
for he said to her, ‘Then am I dead?’ and she was able to
answer his query in the affirmative. Mr. R. then alluded to
the fact that he had been able to leave very little money to
his family (which was quite accurate), and this, for the time,
ended the episode, for the power seemed to fail, and he dis-
appeared. I have, however, asked the clairvoyante to solicit
the help of her control to get Mr. R. to write me a message,
as since he passed on certain events have occurred in connec-
tion with his affairs which were, I may say, almost fore-
seen by him a year ago as likely to happen after he died,
and were certainly expected by me to occur in view of the
personal characteristics of the persons implicated. Should
my request be complied with, I may be able to obtain an
absolute test of identity from Mr. R., but in spiritual
communications, automatically written, long experience
has led me to the opinion that in many cases what you wish
to get is not given, and one must just take what comes,
and judge of it in the light of reason and common-sense.
Meantime, from the evidence already afforded me I am well
satisfied. Mrs. Treadwell’s ‘Sophy’ has fulfilled her pro-
mise and brought my departed friend Mr. R. back to show
himself to the clairvoyante.

Before closing these articles I cannot help alluding to a
very curious family episode which seems simply to be almost
a repetition of what occurred about two years ago and was
noticed by me at that time in ‘LicET.” I allude to the
abstraction of money from repositories or purses in our
house in town by spirit agency, and its restoration—pre-
sumably by the same spirit hand—after a considerable in-
terval, while we were residing at a seaside resort. ‘Since that
event happened, as recently detailed by me in ‘LicHT,’ a
number of small sums, consisting chiefly of half-crowns and
shillings, have at various times during six months, com-
mencing in the autumn of 1898 and ending in the early
spring of 1899, been abstracted under circumstances which
clearly (to me at least) pointed (as formerly) to the agency of
ischievous spirits. In particular, one half-crown was placed
by me in a locked box, and the following day it was ab-
stracted. Although two years have elapsed none of these
small sums have yet been restored, but a sum of three pounds
which I always maintained had been stolen or extracted from
the purse of one of my sons when travelling in Scotland, but
which he thought he might have accidentally lost, has been
mysteriously restored under circumstances which, to my
mind, clearly demonstrate spirit agency. The money, which
consisted of three one pound Scottish notes of the Com-
mercial Bank of Scotland, was in his purse when he arrived
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in Perth general tei'mirus oité riorning, and on his return
to his hotel in the evening he found it was gone.

At a séance with Mrs. Treadwell about a year after, Mrs.
Mellon’s control (Geordie), who came on that occasion,
alluded to the money as having been taken ; but disclaimed
knowing anything about it, or of the mischievous spirit who
had done so, and also prophesied its restoration. Well, after
a lapse of fully eighteen months the three pounds have been
restored in a manner clearly indicating the source from
which restitution has come. My son had been residing with

- his mother and sisters for a week end at the same house
at the seaside where several half sovereigns which had been
stolen were restored about two years ago (as previously
stated in ‘ LicaT’). He had with him a change of clothes in
asmall Gladstone bag. On going to pack this bag on the
morning of Tuesday, May 15th, he found the three missing
one pound notes of the Commercial Bank carefully folded
and placed in one of the empty sides of the bag. This
receptacle, he was satisfied, contained nothing whatever
when he had completely emptied it of its contents a few
days previously. He could not say that it was the three
particular one pound notes which had been returned,as he had
no note of their numbers when missed; only they were notes of
a similar amount and of the same banking company as those
which were abstracted from my son’s purse as before
detailed. Should any of the other small sums of silver be
restored, as I fully expect may be the case, due information
thereof will be forwarded to the Editor of ‘ LicHt’ for publi-
cation. -

It is impossible to dogmatise regarding this last incident,
but in my judgment its occurrence demonstrates that spirits
from the  other sphere ’ can, and do, control material objects
sometimes beneficently, and at other times much the reverse ;
but restitution having been made on the present occasion,
as was done formerly, the episode can only be regarded as
another link in the chain of evidence of the action of spirit
upon matter, and of the tangible existence of entities pos-
sessing beneficial or mischievous power over matter ‘on this
side.’

( Conclusion.)

A STRIKING PRESENTIMENT.

In a recent number of his ¢ Archiviodi Psichiatria, Antro-
pologia e Criminologia,” Professor Lombroso speaks of the
remarkable sensitiveness to spiritual impression of Dr.
Celesia, whom he describes as ‘one of the most distinguished
of our youngest scientists.” This gentleman, writing to the
Professor, says : ‘In spite of disbelief in Spiritualism, it is
my duty to verify the accuracy of my presentiments.’ And
then he goes on to relate how when passing the Exhibition
Building, at Como, about three o'clock in the afternoon of
February 4th, 1899, and observing a plate upon it indicating
that it was insured in the Compagnia Anonima di Assicura-
zione, of Milan, he observed to Signor Luigi Ralli,a barrister,
who was with him at the time, ‘ We must sell out our shares
in that company, for I have a most vivid presage that the
Exhibition will be destroyed by fire” As many remarkable
presentiments of a similar kind had been verified, his mother
sold out the shares she had held in the company for about
nine years, and representing a value of nearly £6,000 sterling,

.between February 20th and March 28th ; and the sale was
effected through Signor Augusto Caviglia, a sharebroker of
Milan. On July 8th the Exhibition was burnt to the ground;
and every time Dr. Celesia visited the building during the
few days preceding the disaster,he was observed by his friend,
Cattaneo Ernesto, to be weighed down by melancholy, as if
. oppressed by some impending calamity. The facts, as related
by Professor Lombroso, are corroborated by letters from Dr.
Celesia’s mother, from the stockbroker, and from his two
friends, Ralli and Ernesto. The Professor regards it as a
case of telepathy ; but granting that Dr. Celesia is the
recipient of the telepathic message, who is the sender of it ?
There must be au operator at the other end of the wire.
~ That operator is obviously an intelligent being ; and what
other hypothesis is adequate to cover the facts of the case
than this, that the intelligent operator, or impressor, is a
friendly spirit, interested in, and watching over, the welfare
of the Celesia family 7—* The Haibinger of Light.
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PROFESSOR ALEXANDER ON THE PAYMENT
OF MEDIUMS.

In asking you to publish the following letter, a few words
of explanation are necessary. I had heard from my son in
Brazil that the mediums there refuse to take money for the
exercise of what they call ‘the gift of God. Feeling as
many of us do, that the payment of mediums lowers the
ideal of Spiritualism, and is a temptation to fraud, I was
much interested, and wrote to an eminent Spiritualist in
Rio begging him to tell me how Brazilian mediums gener-
ally maintain themselves. I now send you his reply, as some
of your readers may be glad to hear that their theory is
actual fact in one part of the world. E. M.

‘Rio de Janeiro, March 16th, 1900.

‘Your son is quite right in informing you that, as a rule,
mediums in Brazil receive no payment for their services.
The only exceptions are some two or three healing mediums,
who invade the province of regular medical practitioners
:J.n((li give consultations. They are liable to prosecution for
so doing.

‘In general, Brazilian mediums do not keep open house
for all callers. They are employed during the day in some
kind of business, and attend friendly circles in the evening
once or twice a week, when they write automatically or fall
into trance. As our Spiritualists are nearly all of a religious
cast, it is supposed amongst them that tratlic in, or abuse of,
mediumship will lead to its loss or end in obsession.

‘Nevertheless there is rarely any difficulty in being
admitted to such circles, or in obtaining a private sitting
with a medium. The Brazilian Spiritists earnestly desire
to make converts, and receive the inquirers with open arms.

‘Do not conclude that our sensitives are all superior

rsons. In spite of their disinterestedness, many of them
ave given lamentable proof of moral weakness and
want of mental balance. Society in Rio is very corrupt,
and they seem to be less able than others to resist tempta-
tion. It is only in an atmosphere of repulsion to surround-
in% evil that medial gifts may be exercised with comparative
sa/ et{.. High aspirations must be cultivated that there
may be a guarding influence from the higher spheres. That
connection interrupted, the earth-bound spirits crowd in
and too often crush down the sensitive under the superadded
weight of alien wickedness. In this lies the real danger of
Spiritualism.

‘In Spiritualism one finds what one brings. There is a
wide range of response for all the modulations of our own
minds. From things I have witnessed or heard of, I think
I can assure you that phenomena occur indicative of a
wickedness a.ndymisery too awful to be mentioned. On the
other hand, there are communications that come with a
brightness and happiness inconceivable to those who have
not yet experienced them personally. In general, we stand
on the middle rungs of this Jacob’s ladder, but the lowest
part dips into hell : the highest reaches to Heaven.

¢ Premising that I am far from practising what I preach,
I will add that it is evidently incumbent on everyone to
whom the truth of Spiritualism has been brought home to
live according to the light that has been vouchsafed to him.
Whatever aptitudes he may possess must, at his own peril, be
used for the attainment of noble ends that the mind may be
sweetened by purity, the love of God and man grow greater,
the trust in the Universal Father be more absolute. Not
even angels interfere in our choice between good and evil.
That is our own,and this individual responsibility is necessary
to our growth as spiritual beings.

‘ Evidently gratuitous service on the part of mediums fits
in best with this high ideal. I know but little of the class
of professional paid mediums of Europe and the States, but I
can conjecture that their situation is a very precarious one
and subject to temptations from which they ought to be
exempt. People who happen to have five or ten shillings to
spend, but whose money might as well perish with them,
go to them to be amused, to have their fortunes told, and to
find out how it is done, so that they may boast of their hard-
heartedness to friends, or write a few sneering paragraphs
to a daily paper.

‘It would be well if Spiritualists of influence would
interest themselves in finding some regular employment for
such mediums as are willing to accept it. Let them be well
paid for fancy needlework, typewriting, correspondence,
teaching, &ec., but not directly for sittings. The mind
engaged too exclusively with other-world subjects may
become morbidly unfitted for its present environment. The
occupations of everyday life would therefore be useful in
maintaining a healthy mental tone, which would surely not
be unfavourable to communication with spirit friends. That
even arduous daily work is not incompatible with great
sensitiveness was shown in the case of the Rev. Stainton
Moses.
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‘This is the only suggestion I have to make. It is an
obvious one and has doubtless occurred to many. There
may, however, be difficulties in the way of its realisation of
which we in Brazil are not aware.

‘I am afraid this letter will not help you much, but you
ave at liberty to make what use of it you please.

¢ ALFRED ALEXANDER’
(Minister of Education).

THE GERMAN PSYCHICAL JOURNALS.

The May number of the ‘ Uebersinnliche Welt’ opens with
an article by the new Editor, Herr Woldemar Hafa, entitled,
‘Was wir wollen’ (‘ What we wish, or intend’), giving an
cpitome of the views of the journal and the lines on which
it is intended to be conducted. After speaking of other
journals devoted to occultism, the writer says :—

‘On one thing we are all agreed, that is the conviction
of the reality of the supernormal facts upon which we found
our theories. Many of these journals have already come to
a conclusion as to the source of the facts, while others make
this question itself the object of their researches. The
“Uebersinnliche Welt” belongs to the latter class.’

And then the writer proceeds to set forth his views and
the aim of the journal, commencing with the assertion that
‘ Before everything we recognise no dogmas to impose upon
our readers.’

An interesting account, taken from the ‘Annales des
Sciences Psychiques,” by M. Petrovo-Solovovo, is contri-
buted by Dr. Nagel concerning the Russian medium,
Sambor, formerly a ‘telegraphist,’ who commenced his career
as a professional physical medium in 1894, first at Kiew, and
later in the same year at St. Petersburg. A detailed account
is given of his medial phases, and of the events at some of
his séances, and the narrative is to be continued.

Another paper relates to the drawing medium, Frau
Vallent, and is contributed by Professor Oberlimpfler. It
seems that this lady has been attacked by a writer in a
Vienna paper, named Professor Rzehak, in what he calls
‘An open letter to the spirit moon-artist, Ralph,” in which,
says the writer, he exhibits his perfect ignorance of every-
thing connected with occult facts. This attack, he adds,
would have been of no importance whatever had not the
Leipzig * Zeitschrift fiir Spiritismus ’seen fit to copy it, with
remarks of its own, which have drawn forth a rejoinder from
the occultists of Briinn, here reproduced. In justifying
Frau Vallent against the charges brought against her of
being a fraudulent or ‘ pirate’ medium, the writers quote an
opinion of her spirit pictures given by the noted artist, Herr
Gabriel Max, who wrote to Herr Max Rahn, the late Editor
of the ¢ Uebersinnliche Welt,” as follows :—

‘I do not know what to say about these most interesting
drawings. I have never seen anything like them bLefore.
The technique is extraordinary, and it is difficult to compre-
hend how it is accomplished ; every cell is seen, and all is
organically carried out down to the very roots. Certainly
they are well worthy of close examination.’

The second part of ‘ Psychische Studien,” which is devoted
to ‘Theoretical and Critical Subjects,” has three articles ; the
first ‘On Conditions of Certainty,” by Professor Charles
Richet ; the second by the Editor, on ‘The Psychological
Congress in Paris’; while the third is Professor Dr. Max
Dessoir’s concluding essay on the ‘Piper Case,’ entitled
‘The New Spirit Teachings,” which is given in full.

As the German occultists appear to attach much im-
portance to iProfessor Dessoir’s inquiries and opinions, I
here give a few short extracts from this essay, first remark-
ing that the assertion made by the Editor of the ‘ Ueber-
sinnliche Welt,” that the Professor utterly rejected the
spiritistic theory, seems to me to be quite unfounded, as is
indeed shown by the title itself. Professor Dessoir does not
indeed consider that the fact that the communications,
received through Mrs. Piper’s mediumship, come from the
disembodied spirits of men is indubitably or scientifically
proved ; but he evidently leans towards that theory, which
he owns is far more probable than any of the others ad-
vanced. After a few introductory words, he writes: —

‘William James and others sharing his opinions adopt
the theory of so-called telepathy ; that is, the transmission
of mental processes from one brain to another without the
intervention of the usual organs of sense. But some of the
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inquirers before mentioned are convinced that many of the
experiences they have had with Mrs. Piper cannot, by the
most specious reasoning, be attributed to telepathy. These
inquirers, among whom I especially notice Professor Hyslop
and Dr. Hodgson, are forcecri’e to adopt the hypothesis that
the personalities who claim to be those of departed human
beings do really exist, and possess remembrance of their
former lives, and that they make use of mediums as their
instruments in order to communicate with us. These gentle-
men have not arrived at such a conviction easily, but uﬁ
to the present time they have found no other theory whic
will fully account for the facts.’

Then follow several instances of these facts which, it is ~
remarked,

‘speak in favour of the intervention of supermundane
beings.” he fragmentary character of so many
“messages” is not antagonistic to the theory, but is just
what might be expected ; for the souls freed from the body
would no longer be in harmony with the action of the

hysical body, especially with that of a stranger, and would
eel probably somewhat like a singing bird in the water;
the capacity of the departed to manifest through living
organisms would vary much in power, and the most expert
would often be greatly puzzled in using a strange person’s
organism.’ :

Several other somewhat similar passages might be cited
which at any rate seem to show that the writer is not averse
to the spirit theory, though he does not own himself quite
convinced. He writes :—

‘Those who have carefully studied the American and
English narratives and have become convinced that every-
thing in them cannot possibly be attributed to fraud, are
inclined to ask, How 1s it all possible? To this universal

question, for the present, according to my thinking, there
is no answer.’ .

He goes on to point out that it is only isolated cases in
which proofs of identity are most clearly to be found and
that the greater part of these are of so extremely private a

nature that they cannot possibly be made public ; and he
further says :—

‘If subjectivity lies in the nature of the facts adduced
as proofs of immortality, it seems to me that they can never
be generally received as proof, and therefore are insufficient
for scientific purposes.’

But this objection he does not allow where the facts are

wholly objective and can be substantiated. He concludes
thus :(—

‘Up to the present time we must be satisfied with
acknowledging that the accounts given of Mrs. Piper are the
latest and the best accounts of this kind, that they have
been obtained by a most careful and continuous process of
inquiry into the automatic powers of the soul, and perhaps
of some unusual faculties wEich are at present fragmentary,
but that all satisfactory conclusions on the subject are at
lea.stf premature, and probably altogether incapable of
proof.’ :

‘Psyche’ contains, among other articles, an essay by
Professor Max Seiling on ¢ Prenatal Education,” and another
by the magnetiser Herr Willy Reichel, on ‘Somnambulists
as Teachers.” An account is also given of a great meeting
at Berlin of Spiritists and anti-Spiritists, the latter of whom
predominated, and were led on by the Rev. —. Stocker
Some two thousand persons were said to be present, and the
proceedings seem to have been of a very unedifying
nature, the discussions being very mnoisily conducted,
while the anti-Spiritist diatribes were greeted with
uproavious applause. Dr. Egbert Miiller's speech caused
great surprise to his former friends ;' for he announced
that after eleven ycars’ experience of Spiritism, he was
now convinced that it was ‘wholly an invention of
Satan,” which brought loud applause from the anti-
Spiritists ! Strange fatuity, it seems to me, on the part of
‘Satan’ to have inaugurated a system, the teachings of
which, as shown in those of the higher Spiritualism—such
as Stainton Moses’s ‘ Spirit Teachings,” and the works of
Andrew Jackson Davis—are more calculated to advance the
kingdom of God on earth than all the priestly doctrines and
dogmas ! Added to which, such teachings for the most part
utterly ignore the idea of a personal devil at all! Public
meetings for discussions such as this are in very bad taste,
and only calculated to bring discredit on both sides.

M. T.
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THOUGHTS ABOUT SLEEP AND THE
DOUBLE LIFE.

WHAT IT 1S TO BE A SEER.

Many people, in passing through life, notice little of what
goes on, while others, being keen, earnest students of Nature,
observe very carefully and reason on the facts they collect.
As their knowledge increases, their capacities unfold and en-
large ; their range of discovery and enlightenment is
greater. But the apparent disadvantage in extended know-
ledge separates them from human sympathy, and they have
to travel-the road of material-life moré or less alone. The
heart calls out for love—the world has none to give, but
plenty of derision and hate ; and this drives the spirit to the
inner life for its comfort a.nd consolation.

The writer has the honour of being well hated by one he
knows. He has often wondered if some people are so low in
the intellectual scale as not to have a spirit sufficiently
developed to leave the body ; but one night before going to
sleep he clairvoyantly saw the spirit of this person grinning
at him with an expression of intense dislike. He was
greatly surprised, not thinking of that individual at the time ;
indeed, he had thought such a thing in his case was
thoroughly impossible.

There is another person on whom the writer spent time
and money, hoping to make him a Spiritualist, but failed.
That person maintains that Spiritualism is the result of de-
lusion and imagination, yet in the sleep-state the writer has
met his spirit travelling a country lane, and on going up to
and touching him he walked on, taking no notice. It seems
reasonable to suppose that if the spirit of one was able to
leave the body, that of the other was also ; but neither of
these persons could be persuaded that such a thing is possible
with them or any body else.

There are many who gain much knowledge from so-called
‘sleep experiences.” It matters not if it is gained in the
form of dreams or of actual experiences while the soul, or
spirit, is away from the body. There are so many conditions
of life and spheres of being to analyse, that there is always
abundant scope for investigation, and persistent effort is
ultimately rewarded.

It is very interesting to observe the interblending of the
double life. We lay ourselves down to sleep and soon find
that we are engaged in the inner world of action. The ease
with which the consciousness glides from one plane to the
other is so remarkable that we often fail to notice the change.
Being a common occurrence it does not attract attention
unless something unusual happens, just as when travelling
the same road to business every day we only take note of
such striking incidents as may occur.

It is the marked experiences of the inner life which im-
press themselves on the consciousness and are thereby
remembered in the outer life, as the important experiences
in the material life are remembered after the dissolution of
the body.

I believe I have seen my soul or spirit on several occa-
sions. The first time, the naked soul was borne in the arms
of a woman who kissed its lips very tenderly and returned
me to myself. Often on waking I have been kissed, though
I saw nothing; the kisses were remarkable for their
tangibility.

The second time I saw my double standing by my bedside,
looking at me while I lay in bed ; I had time to observe its
peculiarities. It was clothed, the flesh of the face looked as
though it was new and had been much exposed to the air,
giving it a very fresh and ruddy appearance. .

One time, while sleeping, I seewed to be away with much
company, and, perhaps, stayed a little too long. When I
came back, I found the white of theleft eye turned up where
the pupil should be, as in extreme trance. [ saw my spirit
place a finger on the bare eye, and behold I was in the
world of expression again, feeling no effect of what had
gone on, but remembering vividly the occurrence. I mention
this as a hint to others who may find themselves in a
similar position. The great thing is to fear nothing that
exists in form of being; to be ever ready to maintain
and uphold the Godlike powers we possess ; to stand firm
and defend our rights at the post of duty, and then very
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little, if any, harm can come to the spirit. If my spirit
had been alarmed it would have been flurried, and possxbly
have found much difficulty in returning.

I have seen myself exploring hilly country, streets, and
roads, and visiting houses, places of entertainment, such as
lecture-halls, theatres, and large assemblies of people in the
open country—some on horseback. I have tasted delicious
wine, fruit, and cake.

Was all this but the vagaries of ‘dreamland,” or was
some of it real? We shall know in ‘the sweet by-and-by.’

On one occasion I seemed to be with a relation of mine,
and I said something uncomplimentary to her ; she rushed
after me to strike. I, knowing that spirit could travel with
lightning speed, floated over a one-storey house opposite :
she rushed after me, and on rising as high as the lower part
of the roof, fell. I suppose the reason was that, although a
new inhabitant of the spirit world, I seemed to know more
of the power of locomotion, and having more confidence in
that power, availed myself of it successfully.

I have often been with spirit relatives in my dreams,
but it is generally with strangers I have never seen before,
some in the lower plane of life, and I find that when I am
with them I sometimes take on somewhat of their condition,
which is very instructive, although in some instances
dangerous, because of the mischief they try to accomplish.
It is a lesson to me to try and avoid all kind of imperfec-
tions in thought and action so as not to be an inhabitant
of their sphere when I go over for good.

To me there is practically no difference between carnate
and discarnate spirits, only that the discarnate, if aged, soon
seem to return to the perfectibility of life intensified.
Women most frequently appear to be from eighteen to
thirty, and men, say ten years older. My spirit appears to
be about twenty-five, although I am fifty-four.

The above experiences cause me to think that when my
earthly body is worn out and of no further use, I may be
able to sever the link with ease and enter into the higher
life with little or no suﬁ'ermtr F. S.

MAZZINI AS A SPIRITUALIST.

‘Tl Vessillo Spiritista’ remarks that not only was Giuseppe
Mazzini a Spiritualist in the noblest sense of the word, but
that he was also the precursor of that higher formn of it—the
intuitional and inspirational—which is now superseding the
phenomenal. In proof of this, Signor Cavalli quotes aletter
addressed by the Italian patriot to his friend, F. dall’ Ongaro
in the year 1849. Having spoken of perennial progress as
the law of human life, both here and hereafter, Mazzini pro-
ceeds to give a rapid sketch of his religio-philosophical
system, which substitutes a temporary purgatory for an
eternal hell ; and comprehends ‘a series of existences,’—
successive and progressive periods of life ; re-appearance on
the earth, so long as we have not fulfilled the moral law
given to humanity ; our transformation into superior beings
scarcely satisfying that law ; the hierarchy (of spiritual
beings) ascending towards supreme perfection, or God.
. Hence the bond of union between this stage of life
and that of continuous existence ; and hence also the power
given to help in the perfecting of the creatures who are
beloved by us upon the earth, which is the recompense of the
soul lifted up into angelhood ; and this power is manifested
by what we call intuition, inspiration, faith, &c. ; and is the
influence exercised by our dear ones who have passed over ;
hence, too, the memory of the past achieved by the being, in
proportion as he advances, just as, in ascending an eminence,
we obtain a continually widening view of the landscape that
lies beneath us, until the completed memory constituting
some day the intelligence of the entire past, with all its joys
and sorrows, &c., will meet with its supreme recompense.—
‘The Harbinger of Light.’

ProGREssION has been the theme of many ‘world
reformers’; yet when a writer or speaker changes his
opinions and says so, he is called erratic and inconsistent by
these same people Some of these positive thinkers have
established ‘standards’and ‘lines of thought’ which are
eccentric and illogical, yet they judge and condemn others
by them to the extent of ostracism. \om(,where in the
chronicles of phx]osophy it is wribtten : ‘Judge not that ye
be not judged.—‘ Religio-Philosophical Journal.’
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EDITOR

‘SOUL.

DR. CARUSS

The second edition of Dr. Panl Carus’s book on ¢The
Soul of Man’ (London : Kegan Paul and Co.) deserves a
warm greeting, but it needs watching. Using much of the
language of believers in the pcrsoml conscious soul and in
personal immortality, Dr. Carus just manages to escape
from either ; but he has to be very smart in order to do it;
and he is occasionally a trifle over smart, or even unfair.
Thus, when he tackles us for making so much of telepathy,
he suggests that we regard it ‘as a process of such far-
feeling as is not caused in the natural way. It is
supposed to supersede the order of nature.” That is absurd.
We know of nothing that supersedes the order of nature.

In various parts of the book the writer comes up with-
in hail, but he never fails to sheeroff. He will not have it
that a spirit survives the body; and his frequent use
(misuse ?) of the word ‘ immortality ’ goes not farther than
survival in those we help to create or influence. We
should like to cross-examine Dr. Carus as to certain
passages wherein, while repudiating materialism, he says
that without the material element in it, a thing would
“disappear.”  What does ‘disappear’ mean?  Many
material things disappear and slip behind both form and
motion, so far as we know. ¢Yet the form is no mere
nothing,” says Dr. Carus: ‘the form is exactly that which
makes t;hc thing such as it is.” Really 7 Can “form’ malke
a thing such as it is? What then is form? It scems
superior to the material thing.

It is at this point that Dr. Carus turns most sharply
upon Spiritualists, accusing them of heing materialists
because they are ¢ prone to look upon forms as if they were
substances.” Again we ask, what are these wonderful
forms hehind matter which make things to be exactly
what they are? We might almost let Dr. Carus put it in
any way be pleases, with the promise that we would write
underneath ;—¢ That is what we mean by spirit.

We have always admitted that there may come a
moment when we can lower our weapon as against the
materialist. Neither of us knows what matter is, and,
when we cross swords with the materialist, all we intend is
to combat the notion that the mode of motion (or the
manifestation of substance) we usually call ¢ matter’ is the
cause, the beginning, and the end of all things. If he will
only stop his negations, and not stop up our right of way,
we are willing to call a truce.

We do not define substance in the sphere of the spirit :
all we say is that it is real, and Dr. Carus goes too far
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when he suggests that saying this implies thatewe ¢ conceive
spirit as a substance like matter, only much more subtile.’
We admit that, in order to accomm odate ourselves to human
limitations, we have sometimes put it somewhat in that
way ; but we do not remember saying bluntly that spirit
is ‘a substance like matter.” That is a crudity to which
we cannot plead guilty. Dr. Carus himself repudiates and
rebukes the materialist, and yet says that ‘the material
element’ in anything ¢ makes the thing real, in so far as it
gives it substantiality.” By that surely he can only mean,
—in so far as it brings it within the reach of our present
senses. But, so far from making a thing real by bringing
it within the reach of our present senses, that may actually
degrade it, and, in a sense, make it less real: and we may
suggest to Dr. Carus and others that this may account for
much in Spiritualism which they not unnatumlly scorn :

for it stands to reason that if a being on a highly spiritual
plane (whatever that may be) can contrive to manifest on
a less material plane, the result may be the presentation of
that being as a monstrosity or a fool : so that, though the
material element might make the manifestation ‘real in so
far as it gives substantiality to it,’ it might make it
absurdly unreal as regards adequacy and truth. We
invite Dr. Carus to consider that, especially in view of his
declaration, on another page, that Materialism ‘stands on
solid ground when it maintains that every reality is
material ’ ; though, again, this may only mean that every
¢ substantial ” reality is material : but that is a mere truism,
and we need neither a ghost nor Dr. Carus to tell us that.

The comparatively new use of the word ‘soul,’ so
interestingly employed by Hewckel, needs to be watched.
It means no more than the higher life of the progressive
organism. Dr. Carus defines it as ‘the form of an
organism,’ using again that word ‘form’ in a special sense
that is never very clear, though, as we have seen, form is
not by any means a nothing, in his opinion. Here, again,
we should prefer not to disagree but to find a meeting-
place. We agree with him that spirit is not something
that intrudes from without, that wings its way into matter.
It is the result of evolutionary processes. ‘There is
no absolutely dead matter. But every atom is freighted
with the potentialities of life. The living spontaneity of
the world is the condition of the spiritual ; but it is not as
yet the spiritual in its development, and in its full impor-
tance : it has reached upon earth the highest
stage of its evolution in the intelligence of the spirit of
man.”  Giood ; but this is even better ;—* This same higher
nature, that created spiritnal existence, still continues
active, and in the depths of human hearts incessantly
creates new ideals’; and memories of past experiences,
becoming at once guides and ideals, ‘lead humanity
onward on the highway of an endless and boundless
progress.’

But, dear Dr. Carus! where are you taking us? If
all this is so, why kill the bird that lays the golden egg?
If memory and consciousness and experience have done so
much, why may they not do more? Why may not the
personal evolution proceed on some higher plane, on that
aery plane upon which you so rightly insist, that spiritual
plane above and hehind matter where your magical ¢ form’
malkes all things to be exactly as they are? Why not give
us a bigger life-plan ; and, instead of making an end of
this glorious spirit-creature just when he is evolved, and
getting out of him only the service of perpetuating his
species (or, as in millions of cases, not even that), why not
cherish, at all events, the hope that when ‘matter’ has
served its turn, the form which made matter possible, with
all its rich freight of wisdom and spiritual power, may
quite naturally persist into a sphere of being more essen-
tially and completely in harmony with itself ?





















