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Two seriously beautiful little booklets are Tolstoy’s
¢The Christian teaching’ and ‘The Spirit of Christ’s
teaching.” It is not necessary that we should endorse all
that is in them. What is necessary is that we should
perceive that they are the outcome of a seer’s insight into
a great human and divine Gospel and life. ¢The Christian
teaching ’ contains sixty-four pages: the other, thirty-five:
each in neat coloured cover. They are published by ‘The
Brotherhood Publishing Co.,’ London, and are sold at the
nominal price of one penny each. At the same price may
be had Tolstoy’s in every way wonderful story of ¢Ivan
the fool.’

Henry Van Dyke has lately given us this simple but
comprehensive gnide to peace ;—a truly spiritual ideal !

To be glad of life, because it gives you the chance to love
and to work and to play and to look up at the stars; to be
satisfied with your possessions, but not contented with your-
self until you have made the best of them; to despise nothing
in the world except falsehood and meanness, and to fear
nothing except cowardice ; to be governed by your admira-
tions rather than by your disgusts ; to covet nothing that is
your neighbour’s except his kindness of heart and gentleness
of manners ; to think seldom of your enemies and often of
your friends ; and to spend as much time as you can, with

ody and with spirit, in God’s out-of-doors—these are little
guide posts on the foot-path to peace.

M. CAMILLE FLAMMARION.

With reference to the contradiction of M. Camille Flam-
marion’s statement concerning the effect of electricity on
the body of a man whose clothes remained intact, which
contradiction, coming from an electrician, carries, of course,
much weight, we should like to point out that this is by no
means the only startling physical fact recorded in M.
Flammarion’s book. He does not give chapter and verse
for these statements, but simply states them as facts; and
such statements made in such a way, by a scientific man,
are very misleading if they are not verifiable ; and their
effect is that they oblige one to discount considerably from
the value of his testimony as a whole. Mr. Fitz-Gerald
declares this particular fact about the effect of lightning
to be ‘incredible’ ; it may be so, but not a few of M. Flam-
marion’s ‘facts’ seem equally incredible (we refer not to
psychic but to physical ‘facts,” particularly those on pp. 65,
66, 283, 292, 293). It seems only fair to him as well as to
his readers that he should have an opportunity of justify-
ing, if possible, his publication of these statements, and
we therefore propose sending copies of the last number
of ‘LicHT’ and of this number to M. Flammarion, with the
passage on p. 259 marked, with the hope that he may offer
some corroboration of his statement or tell us on what
authority he made it ; he will doubtless recognise that it is
only due to serious students that some such corroboration
should be given. H. A. D.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS.

This congress will be held in Paris from August 20th to
25th. The President will be Professor Ribot, and the vice-
president, Professor Ch. Richet. The meetings will be held
in the  Palais des Congrés’ in the Exhibition grounds.

In addition to assisting at the meetings, the members
will have the advantage of being invited to visit several
public institutions, museums, laboratories, hospitals, &e. All
persons interested in psychology may become members,
ladies included. Applications should be addressed to the
general secretary, Dr. Pierre Janet, 21, Rue Barbet de Jouy,
Paris, enclosing the subscription fee of 20 francs.

Among the papers to be read will, we believe, be included
contributions by Mr. Myers, Dr. P. Gibier, and Dr. Ochoro-
wicz. The last named will probably open the discussion on
the International Psychical Institute, now being organised
in Paris, dealing with the question of what sueh an institute
should be.

I.IGH'T
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A STUDY IN MEDIUMSHIP.*

(Continued from page 255.)

Professor Flournoy points out that Miss Smith’s (as he
names her) mother and grandmother, as also one of her
brothers, presented various phases of ¢automatism,” thus
illustrating the hereditary tendency of mediumship.

Though as a child, and as young girl, she had visual
and auditive hallucinations from time to time, it was only
after she became twenty years of age and had attended some
spiritualistic séances that her mediumship developed.
About that time she suffered from an attack of nervous
prostration. Her normal consciousness became often sub-
merged under the uprush of the dream pictures generated in
her sub-conseiousness.

She has always refused to identify herself with Spirit-
ualism, or to become a member of the Geneva Psychical
Society, because, as she says, she does not understand these
deep subjects, and refuses to accept ready-made theories, or
to work for any party. Nevertheless she persists in insisting
on the objective reality of her guide ‘ Leopold,” as also on
the supernormal origin of her automatisms.

At first she only presented semi-trance states, or partial
automatisms. Her hallucinations were limited to one or
two senses, and occurred when she was partially awake,
with consequent partial retention of memory. Later on,
after Professor Flournoy took part in the séances, she became
fully entranced, with loss of memory. The superficial semi-
somnambulism became transformed into total somnambulism.

The intervention of her sub-consciousness in her ordi-
nary existence is rather profitable to her than otherwise, as
it constitutes divination ; finding of lost objects, correct
previsions, true intuitions. On the other hand, she is some-
times obsessed for days by a visual hallucination entailed
by a verbal suggestion on the part of some of the assistants
at the séances, or by some object seen while coming out of
the secondary state, before the negative state has passed
away. Thus a hat seen by her lying on a chair while she
was awakening, haunted her for days. A captive balloon
noticed by her, reappeared daily to her, at the same hour,
for over a week.

She has always refused to allow herself to be hypnotised
or magnetised. While refusing the name, says M. Flournoy,
she accepts the thing notwithstanding, as her spiritualistic
experiences consist in an auto-hypnotisation, which de-
generates into hetero-hypnotisation, by the fact that she
becomes subject to the special influence of this or that
person present.t

He explains the working of this auto-suggestion as fol-
lows: She sits down at the table with the idea in her
mind that her mediumistic faculties will come into play.
Under the influence of this idea she commences, after a
short time, to have visions accompanied by various disturb-
ances of sensibility and motricity, and gradually passes into
the complete trance state.] Usually she remains in special
connection with one of the people present, who then occu-
pies a similar relation to her as the hypnotiser does to his

* ‘Des Indes &4 la Plandte Mars.” By Proressor TH. FLOURNOY,
Alcan, Paris.

+ It must be observed that M. Flournoy excludes the possibility of
telepathic influence from an invisible source, yet on p. 865 he quotes an
instance in which she was influenced by him involuntarily from a
distance, inducing a vision. He also refers to her having been similarly
influenced by others. On p. 395 he admits that we do not know the limits
of telepathy, and on p. 894 he acknowledges that the spiritual hypothesis
is not untenable, yet on p. 397 he says that careful analysis of these
Pbenomena (during six years) reveals no clear evidence of action from

beyond,’ and does not even afford indisputable proof of telepathic astion
by the living.

1 It will be noticed that this description coincides with the process
called concentration practised by occultiste, mental scientists, and by
those who practise volitional direction of dreams. Yet it may be re-
marked that this process of volitional self-hypnotisation entails the
establishing of a continnous relation between the active and passive or
normal and secondary consciousness, which, as pointed out in an article
on the ‘3tudy of Sleep States,” cease to be discreted. This is accom-
panied by the emerging into the awakened consciousness of the memory
of the dream, or trance, or secondary, or somnambulic experiences. In
this case, however, the medium remembers nothing of her trance experi-
ences after awakening, which would imply that in her case the somnam-
bulic state is not consciously self-induced, This consideration may
perhaps be warthy of attention,
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subject.* This person may then use this connection to
effect any suggestion he pleases, either for immediate or
post-hypnotic realisation.

Apart from such suggestions from the assistants, her own
sub-consciousness then comes into play, and, whether as
regards her ‘controls,‘ or the short messages she gives, all is
produced in her in spite of herself, as occurs in the dream-
state to which this is so much akin. Her normal self does
not produce these elaborations; they are due to sub-
conscious incubation and elaboration, unknown to her
awakened self.

In all of us the mental preparation for an expected event
sets up a psycho-physiological adaptation. Behind this
again there is the starting of a deeper sub-conscious work of
preparation, entailing a cerebral adjustment and modifica-
tion of the associative centres. In mediums the sub-con-
sciousness is exceptionally developed. This sub-conscious
elaboration is then proportionally large, and is more
independent of the normal consciousness.

The curious phenomena of negative hallucinations which
may be induced in hypnotic subjects by suggestion, appear
also in this medium. She ceases to see the person to whom
her messages will be specially addressed, though she may
hear their voice or feel their contact, or the inhibition may
affect another of the senses. She may see them, see their
lips moving while speaking, and yet not hear their voice.

If while her mediumistic state is developing at a séance
she is questioned and experimented with, the mediumistic
state does not develop, and is replaced by one of ordinary
suggestibility, in which the usual classic phenomena may be
produced. She may have her vision concentrated upon any
brilliant object, from which she can then no longer detach it
(fascination). Emotional attitudes and expressions may be
induced under the influence of music. Hallucinations may
be induced by suggested ideas, such as serpents which she
may pursue with the tongs, or flowers which she smells and
distributes to the visitors, or imaginary wounds accom-
panied by pain, &c.

Mediumship is not necessarily a pathological phenomenon,
says M. Flournoy. Though abnormal because rare, it is not
morbid consequently. Its study is too recent to enable us
to define its true character. Some scientists tend rather to
define it as a superior faculty, healthy and useful, of which

hysteria is a pathological imitation, a degenerate form or .

morbid caricature.

* This comparison is subject to criticism inasmuch as the assistants
at a séance do not volitionally and consciously hypnotise the medium,
as the hypnotiser does his subject. Nevertheless, these considerations
will be recognised as of great value by those who have studied mediums.
Whether the medium is hypnotised by an invisible operator, or passes
into the secondary state by auto-suggestion, it is indisputable that a
special relation is established between him and some of the assistants.
This is especially apparent when only one sitter is present. It is most
probable that the iJ:.s dominant in the mind of the investigator take
effect in the mind of the medium as suggestions, and much of what the
medium gives forth is probably but the reflection thus entailed.

‘While some mediums affirm that they see a spirit who tells them o
and so, others do not know where what they communicate comes {rom
or how they receive it. It is evident that such mediums will not be able
to distingmish the snggescions emanating from the investigator and
realised through them, from the realisation of messages transmitted by
a ‘control’—the process being the same. This may account for much
of the unsatisfactory communications coming through some mediums.
It is evident that t{e entranced medium is hyper-suggestible. That
the investigator may, and probably does suggestion him, is a fact that
will have to be acknowledged in the future. It renders the whole
subject far more comglex than has been supposed in the past. And this
law must apply whether the medium is a subject for purely subjective,
mental realisation, or for exteriorised, objective realisation in physicaf
manifestation.

It is well known to all who have studied hypnotism that an 1dea
suggested in the secondary state may be gestated and evolved by the
subject’s sub-consciousness, unknown to hisawakened consciousness, and
that the elaboration so matured may be presented subsequently when the
subject is again thrown into the secondary state (or if a suggestion for
post-hypnotic realisation, when he is awa{ce). M. Flournoy shows that
the same law applies to mediums. This demonstrates that mediums may
be determined by investigators to deceive, either then and there, or at a
later séance. Baut it also shows that their communications may consist
in a sub-consciously elaborated presentation of the investigator's own

Q. V.
(Zo be continued.)

ILLNESS oF MR. JoHN LAMoNT.—The many friends of the
veteran Liverpool Spiritualist, Mr. John Lamont, will learn
with deep regret that he was seriously affected by a para-
hyitgc seizure on Thursday, May 31st, and is in a critical con-

tion. We extend sincere sympathy and good wishes to
our old friend.

L. lGET.
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SOME INTERESTING SEANCES.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.

IV.

On the evening of Wednesday, April 25th, I lcarned with
sad surprise of the ‘ passing on’ of a gentleman with whom
I had bad business relations extending over thirty years, and
with whom almost every morning I exchanged a friendly
greeting. Though over seventy years of age he had the
‘heart of a boy,” was a man in most vigorous health and of
splendid physique, and before I even knew he was ill he was
taken away by a sudden seizure. His transition affected
me so much that I again (as has been done by me on many
previous occasions) resolved to ask our friends on ‘ the other
side’ to put me en rapport with my departed friend as
speedily as possible. As my clairvoyant relative was
then in bed with illness, I called on Mrs. Treadwell and
arranged a séance with her on the evening of Friday, April
27th, at which only my wife and self were to be present.
In arranging the séance the medium was simply informed I
had just lost a friend whom T wished to try and find—hence
my request for a séance so soon after the one which had
preceded about three nights before. Here I may also state,
in view of what occurred at the séance now to be dealt
with, that Mrs. Treadwell was (in her ‘normal’ condition)
quite unaware of our séance with Mrs. Titford, although
when in trance at my last sitting with her it was stated
by certain of my relatives who controlled her in succession,
that they would materialise on the evening in question, and
which statement or promise, I believe, was fulfilled, as
stated in my last article.

We sat again in subdued light and the medium was very
soon under control. As usual ‘Sophy’ was the first to come
and greeted us in her usual childish and sprightly fashion.
I then explained to her, as briefly as possible, that a certain
friend of mine (name and residence given) had just ¢ passed
on,’ and that as in earth life he knew nothing of Spiritualism,
I would be greatly obliged if she (‘Sophy’) could find him
“hovering about his old home’ and bring him to my clair-
voyant relative, as I wanted, if possible, to have a message
from him. ‘Sophy,’ after a second or two’s deliberation,
during which I imagine she visited the residence of my de-
parted friend, and while the medium passed her hand across
her eyes several times, replied, ¢ Yes, I know your friend was
a very busy man’ (which was undoubtedly a fact) ‘and I find
he is sleeping now and will be so for some time to come ; but
will see when he wakes up and be near him and bring him
to your clairvoyante, and get him to speak to her.” With this
promise I was quite satisfied and will wait with all due
patience for my communication from my departed friend,
whom I shall designate Mr. J. R.

To *Sophy ’succeeded (1) my boy, and (2) his aunt, Miss T.,
who has charge of him in the other world. Both in succes-
sion expressed themselves as delighted at having been able
to materialise at Mrs. Titford’s séance on the Tuesday pre-
ceding, and also that another relative had done so at the same
time. The boy said he was getting ‘quite “up” to this
kind of thing,’ as he has come to me (1) through Mrs.
Mellon, (2) Mrs. Davidson, and (3) through Mrs. Titford ;
but more especially the latter.

Again reappeared my old friend S., of the quarry disaster,
who explained to me how he had come to bring the person
whom I shall designate as Mr. W. to speak with me at my
last séance with Mrs. Treadwell ; at the same time confirm-
ing what W. had told me, that one of his clerks had met me
at a séance some years ago, and informed him of my know-
ledge of Spiritualism. I said to him, ¢ W. appears in deep
distress.” S. replied, ¢ Yes, and you know the reason. There
is no use of my repeating it, but I think his visit to you will
do him good.” I then put this question: ‘Is W. in your
sphere 7’ ‘Certainly not,’ was the emphatic reply, ‘I am
far ahead of him.” ‘How do you account,’ said I, ‘for this
allocation or allotment of spirits into these several grades
or spheres?’ ‘Well,) replied S., ‘to put it into a homely
fashion, it is a good deal this way. “Birds of a feather
flock together ” here,” which struck me as rather a ‘neat’
way of putting it.

To S. succeeded my old grandfather, whose voice and
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gostures were reproduced, and he was able to gratify my
curiosity regarding certain of my relatives and their
spiritual condition on the other side, notably an uncle of
mine whose characteristics in earth life he admirably
summed up; and he also spoke of a clergyman of the
very unco’ guid species known to both of us, and whom
he had also met ‘over there, and who was, he said,
so much surprised at finding the other world so
different from his ultra-evangelical views regarding it.
One or two additional controls came, all well-known to me,
but the most striking case was that of my father-in-law, who
discoursed on family matters as he only could, and before he
left reproduced (I presume as a test) his process of taking
snuff, to which he was very partial when in earth-life, while
the gestures and speech were just of the man'as I knew him
for many years.

I need scarcely say that not one of the personages here
referred to were, when in earth-life, known to the medium,

as they passed over long before I sought her aid. The
séance lasted for an hour and a-half and the medium then
quickly emerged from trance, not the least the worse for her
prolonged control by so many spirit entities.

I crave space for an additional article, relative to events
succeeding the séance above described.

(7o be concluded.)

PRESENT DAY INSPIRATION.

The Rev. B. F. Austin is doing good work in Toronto,
and his little monthly, ‘The Sermon,” is bright and
instructive. He recently expressed himself regarding
inspiration, and among other things gave the following
interesting experience :—

‘Spiritualism teaches us present day inspiration ; not
only inspirational speaking, although that is very wonderful.
In iillydale, N. Y., I heard Lyman C. Howe speak. An old
man, frail and weak, with a drawl in his voice, began talking
to an audience of thousands. I was disappointed. Sud-
denly he paused, his voice changed, he stood erect, his eyes
shone witﬂ a new light, and for over an hour he delivered
an address which, for sublimity of thought and beauty of
expression, I have never heard equalled in this world. Was
it Lyman Howe? No. It was an intelligence from
another world controlling his organism.’

Dealing with the general aspect of inspiration, he
says \—

‘Intelligences from the other world inspire authors and
poets through the power of suggestion. Inventors also are
no less inspired. There is a man in Detroit who is just
now taking out a patent for a machine which was described
to him in the trance state by adeparted friend. Physicians
are inspired. Some of the best doctors in the country call
to their aid clairvoyants to help them in the diagnosis of
difficult cases, and receive suggestions for their treatment.
Many valuable recipes have been compounded from pre-
scriptions given through mediums by physicians in the
other world, and thousands upon thousands of people are
heing cured of serious troubles by psychics who have curative

wers. Of course all thissounds very strange and untrue,

ut all we ask is investigation. Still, if you cannot believe
the evidence of your own senses, a world full of evidence
could not move you. So this present day inspiration has
many applications and is exceegingl ¢ practical and helpful
in preparing us for and aiding us in the work of life. I
am glad to know that many ministers are cutting loose from
creeds and teaching the people the new gospel of intelli-
gence and love. Creeds are dead ; the soul is alive ; you
cannot unite them. Itis because the Church refuses to keep
up with the march of modern scientific thought that she is
falling behind both in numbers and influence. We believe
that any religion whose teachings would shock the mind of
a little child, is not true.

‘We believe in the moral government of the universe
and accept the teachings of Nature. We seek truth every-
where, and teach that the noblestservice of God isin doing
good deeds to men. It is because the spiritual philosophy
thus faces the future and believes that to-morrow should
find us further than to-day, that it is the religion of
progress.’

The ‘flowing tide’ is undoubtedly with us. The more
rational and spiritual interpretation of the psychic experi-
ences of past and present times which Spiritualism presents
to the world will lead to the solution of many of the diffi-
culties connected with inspiration and vevelation, and give
consolation and comfort to many who are now sad and
sorrowful.

LIGH'T
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PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY.

As I notice that there are frequent references in ‘ LiGHT’
to Spirit Photography, some of your readers may be in-
terested in my experiences many years ago with the then
famous Spirit-Photographer, Mr. W. H. Mumler. I visited
him in the summer of 1871 at his rooms, 170, West Spring-
field-street, Boston, Mass., for the purpose of testing his
powers. I was a stranger to him, but on my telling him
my object, he readily consented to give me a sitting, and to
afford me every possible opportunity to test the genuineness
of his productions. Accordingly I examined his room, his
entire photographic apparatus, &c. He informed me that
he was but an amateur in photography, and had no place
but his parlour in which to take his pictures.

To oblige me he cut up some new glass for the negatives,
and gave me the privilege of watching all his motions
during the operations. I found him honest in every respect.
When he was ready I took my seat, and fixed my mind upon
my spirit mother, hoping to get her picture. He exposed
the plate longer than was then usual, and as soon as he
thought it ready, he invited me into the dark room to see
the process of ‘development” When he had washed the
negative he opened the door, and held it up for me to see
the images thereon. To my great surprise, [ saw above
my own a clear-cut face of a cousin who had been twenty-
two years in spirit life, and who never had any picture of
herself taken while on earth. Her image could not have
been obtained from my mind, for, as I before said, it was
fixed upon my mother. Her photograph has been recognised
by all to whom it has been shown, who knew her when in
the earthly form. A few days afterwards I again visited Mr.
Mumler, accompanied by a very intelligent gentleman who
was very sceptical and wished to test the matter as I had
done. Mr. Mumler readily assented to our crucial demands
for tests, and allowed us every opportunity for witnessing
his entire work. When ready, my companion took his seat,
and we both watched the process narrowly. When the
picture was developed we examined it, and found, in addition
to his own face, the face of an old lady wearing a ruffled cap
on her head, which he instantly pronounced to be that of his
mother, who had been about eight years in spirit life. I my-
self then sat for a negative, which, when developed under our
inspection, revealed an excellent image of my own mother.

The likeness was unmistakable, even to the side curls,
which were the same in style and the same in number as
my mother wore in life. There was till then no portrait of
her in existence, except a small daguerreotype, a hundred
and fifty miles away ; and, though the faces in that and in
Mr. Mumler’s picture are clearly the same in every other
respect, the poses of the head are different. I have these
portraits yet, and have shown them to the Editor of ‘LicaT,’
After obtaining my mother’s likness I sat again and obtained
the likeness of an Indian who has been a ‘ guardian spirit’ of
mine for many years. Our crucial experiments proved
beyond question the truth of spirit photography.

DeaN CLARKE.

DECEASE OF THE EARL OF RADNOR.

We regret to have to announce the somewhat sudden
transition of the Earl of Radnor, which took place on Sun-
day last, at his town residence, 12, Upper Brook-street, at the
age-of fifty-nine. His Lordship attended the levée on the
preceding Monday, though he was not feeling well at the
time. He was seen by a medical man on the following
Thursday. On Saturday morning Mr. Harcourt Coates, of
Salisbury, his usual medical attendant,was sent for, and he,
seeing the urgent nature of the case, summoned Mr. Sydney
Ringer in consultation twice. Lord Radnor rallied some-
what on Saturday night, but relapsed early the next morn-
ing, and passed peacefully and painlessly away at a quarter
to eleven a.m. on Sunday.

The deceased peer was a consistent Spiritualist, in no
way ashamed of his creed ; and was one of the subscribers
to the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the
London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited. He is succeeded by
his son, Viscount Folkestone, M.P., now serving in South
Africa, and last week reported to be dangerously ill.
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OBSESSION IN INDIA.

I beg to submit herewith for your perusal, and also for
the perusal of your numerous readers, a case of horrid
obsession, as reported in the ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika, a
native daily paper conducted on religious principles, and
also in several other important newspapers of Bengal.
Though I cannot personally vouch for the perfect accuracy
of all the details, I can tell you that I know of very many
cases of a similar nature in Bengal, and have, therefore, no
reason to doubt the truth of this particular one. As these
cases, however, naturally give rise to several questions of
real and practical interest to humanity, I beg to approach
you, respectfully, in the hope that your readers will, for the
benefit of all concerned, be so kind as to throw such light
on the subject as they may be able to do.

1. Every Spiritualist will freely admit that all this is the
work of an evil-minded spirit who has, somehow or other,
taken possession of the girl’s body, and does not mean to
leave her in peace, so long as he can manage to hold his

- ground. -But, is there nothing like moral government on

the other side in the lower spheres of the spirit world, that
such evil and ugly spirits easily succeed in taking hold of
innocent human beings, mostly girls, and go on tormenting
them for years in a fashion that beggars description? Why
do not the higher spirits interfere in such cases and save the
obsessed from the torments of which only a hundredth has
been mentioned in the published reports ?

2. Can your readers prescribe any ' method that may
be easily carried into practice, and by which people, not
initiated into the inner mysteries of spiritual science, may
drive away the evil ones, and protect themselves from their
most odious oppression ?

If there are so many well-trained physicians who come
from the English shore to India every year to try the efficacy
of their drugs, I don’t understand why it does not enter into
the head of some spiritual healers, well versed in the art of
exorcism, to come and settle in India and save poor sufferers
from obsession of evil spirits. I verily believe they would
have plenty of business, whether they mean to work for
lucre or for love. I subjoin the report as it appeared in the
¢ Amrita Bazar Patrika.’

KALr PrRASANNA (3HOSH.
Dacca, Bengal, May 1st, 1900.

PossEssED BY A (GHOST.

We received information of a Mahommedan woman at
Jag&nnathn:ﬁar, who was possessed and behaving most
extraordinarily, and sent a reporter there to make inquiries
into the truth of the matter. Here is the interesting account
given by him :—

A young Mahommedan woman of Jagannathnagar, near
Monikhali, a village about six niles from Alipur, is possessed

a ghost. On the morning of Tuesday last she was seen
sitting on the top of a cocoanut tree nearly sixty cubits high.
There she remained for three days. Only on Monday night
she had been sleeping in a room with bolted doors, in com-
pany of her mother and sister. But the next morning, to
the utter astonishment of all, she was not found in bed—no,
not even in the room. But what wasstranger still, the door
of the room was found to be bolted as before. It was a
weird situation. Neither the mother nor the sister could
account for her absence. She seemed to have been spirited
away. A search was instituted for her. Every nook and
corner of the village was searched, but to no purpose. At
last she was seen by her brother sitting on the cocoanut tree,
as al y stated. Seeing the brother she began to laugh—
a wild, sardonic laugh—and then she asked for a lota (jug) of
water. He hurried away to fetch it, and returning in a few
minutes conveyed the lota up to her. She then stood and
began to dance—would you believe it 7—on the leaf on which
she had been perching. What a sight ! Two days—yes, two
whole days—passed in this way. On the third day informa-
tion was sent to the local thana (fpolice-station). The sub-
inspector, with some gentlemen of the locality, came to the
spot, when she was found, as before, standing on the cocoa-
nut tree. She then said that she would never come down in
the presence of so many gentlemen—no! that was what she
was not capable of. After some time, however,she came down,
but as she touched the ground she fell senseless. When she
again came to her senses she was asked about her recent
doings, including her perch on the leaf of the tree, but she
felt astonished and denied every fact, and assured her
hearers that she had been sleeping in her room all the time
as soundly as a top !

LIGHT.
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Before this, she had been possessed thirteen or fourteen
times, in regard to which two events are worth recording.
One éay she became senseless and wanted to eat a mango.
She was told that that was not the mango season ; but she
laughed and began to distribute mangoes to every person
present there. On another occasion when she had become
senselessshe said that she was a ¢ Brahmadwaitya,’ a Brahmin
ghost ; that one day while she was at the ‘ghat’ (bathing
place) of a pond, she was swimming in the tank when she
touched him (the ghost) with her feet and and so he
possessed her, and as she was very beautiful, he, the spirit,
said that he would never leave her !

The woman is a very beautiful young girl of seventeen.
She had been possessed now for about two years.

[The cocoanut tree was tall! But we suspect that our
readers will regard this story as taller.—Ep. ‘ LicaT.’]

THE OCCULTISTS’' DEFENCE LEAGUE.

We have been favoured with the following report :—The
first annual general meeting of this League was held at
Turner’s Restaurant, 16, Todd-street, Manchester, on Wednes-
day, May 23rd, and was well attended. In the absence of
the president (Mr. W. A. Bishop-Culpeper, barrister-at-law,
of Chiswick) the chair was taken by Mr. J. W. Taylor, of
Morecambe. The general secretary’s report stated the
circumstances which had led to the the formation of the
League in November, 1898, viz., the general inability of
magistrates to perceive and rise to the true spirit and inter-
pretation of the Vagrant Act of 1824, combined with an un-
English method of police procedure, consisting of
‘ manufacturing’ offences by sending decoys ‘ to be deceived
and imposed on,” who naturally came back as prosecuting
witnesses,with such stories as were best calculated to procure
the conviction determined upon.

The movement had been taken up with great enthusiasm,
and the low membership fee had been fixed, of 10s., payable
annually on January 1st, with a view to enable as many as
possible to join, and by a wide membership to give the best
defence and protection to any member prosecuted or inter-
fered with, at the lowest individual cost. Already there is a
membership of 140, and the League has been thickly
involved in litigation on behalf of its members, having
succeeded at Hull ; at Wakefield Quarter Sessious on appeal
from the Huddersfield magistrates, when the appeal was
allowed with costs; also at Wolverhampton and Man-
chester ; and failing only in one town out of five, viz.,at Liver-
pool, when nothing could avail against the ignorance and
bigotry of the officials there. Since the last-named pro-
secutions, however, the League’s ‘ Notice to Consultants’
had been issued to the members, which, when used, would
justify the League in ignoring the adverse decision of an
infevior court and taking the matter on appeal to the High
Court. It is intended to make the League still more useful
by keeping a register of rooms throughout the country
suitable for hiring by its members, and also removing the
‘boycott ’ against their advertisements which still exists in a
section of the Press, and procuring reduced terms for mem-
bers. The treasurer’s account showed that the receipts to
date were £180 14s. 1d., which had been slightly exceeded
by payments amounting to £184 6s. 2d. Votes of thanks
were passed to the retiring officers, and the president
and secretary were re-elected for the ensuing year, and
Mr. William Musgrove, of Blackpool, was appointed
treasurer.

‘SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY': A SUGGESTION.

In ‘LicaT’ of June 2nd we published a suggestion that
£50 should be expended in forwarding copies of the
address by the Rev. H. R. Haweis upon ¢Spiritualism and
Christianity ’ to clergy and other ministers of religion. In
furtherance of this proposal we have received a promise
of 10s. 6d. from Miss Frances Eavery ; while a correspon-
dent encloses £1, ‘ In memory of my sister,’ and ‘X.” the sum
of 10s., for the same object. Of course the scheme will not
be proceeded with until an adequate amount of support is
forthcoming.

‘Licnt’ SUSTENTATION I'UND.—The Treasurer acknow-
ledges with thanks the following contributions to this
fund : Mrs. Jameson, £1 ; Miss Williams, 10s.
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SCOTT HOLLAND’S GLIMPSE.

A Sermon in the  Christian World Pulpit,” on ‘The Life
Beyond,” by Henry Scott Holland, Canon of St. Paul’s,
naturally attracts us, and we read it with almost cager hope.
‘Here is a man,” we said, ¢ who speaks in the highest place
—St. Paul’s Cathedral itself,—a somewhat independent
thinker and not entirely a conventional speaker.” ¢What
a chance !” we thought : ‘what an opportunity for giving
to the groping thousands of London a little light on this
urgent subject!’ But we read on with amazement. The first
seventh of the sermon was simply a long drawn out cry of
distress, as though there were no light : — We are tangled in
morose and moody broodings.” ‘We follow Christ with a
desperate hopelessness.” ‘He says, “ Whither I go ye
know, and the way ve know,” but we do not know ; that is
our trouble.’” ‘We set our thoughts to work upon it, but
they will not bite; we reach out vain hands, and they close
on emptiness.” Our loved ones vanish ; ‘we send out our
cries, and there is no voice, nor any to answer ; only that
terrible weight of unrelenting silence into which, one by one,
they have been engulfed. It is that awful silence we know
which beats us down in despair; not one whisper steals
across from them to us. Ah! these blank walls that ring
us round like iron; this impenctrable darkness which never
stirs to our appeal! And yet He stands there as in His
own last hour, with all the terror of agony and death nupon
Him, and says, “ Whither I go ye know, and the way ye
know.” No wonder that we cry out with a bewildered
impatience, with the wounded indignation of St. Thomas,
“Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and how can we
know the way 7"’

This is all fairly miserable, but the good Canon
evidently knows that in a picture lights and shadows are
necessary, and he is jubilant enough —in words—before he
finishes. ‘In words,” we say, for in good truth he sorely
puzzles us. He has no light to offer, incompatible with the
doleful cry just quoted, ‘not one whisper steals across
from them to us,’” and that other cry, ¢these blank walls
ring us round like iron, this impenetrable darkness never
stirs to our appeal’ (but let him ask his brother Canon,
Wilberforce, as to that!). What then is it that lights the
fire of bis joy T Christ. And how ? It is difficult to say.

We have carefully read his six columns on the subject,
and we almost entirely fail to see any practical meaning in
them, though we can quite helieve they may give a con-
ventional thrill to those who arc used to the conventional
phraseology.

Bat, before we indicate what this phraseology is, we feel
strongly moved to say that we can connect Christ with our
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hope of immortality as ardently as Canon Scott Holland,
and we are not sure whether, if we translated the Canon’s
pulpit phrases and his peculiar exaggerations into the
ordinary and sober language of daily life, we should not
agree as to matters of fact.

For us, then, Christ stands as our representative. He
shows us, in his own person, what it is to be a son of
God. He sets forth, by a conspicuous instance, the deepest
significance of manhood. He is ‘the way, the truth, and
the life, because he is the revelation of the deep central
fact of our common nature. He says, ‘If I live, ye shall
live’; in other words, ¢ what happens to me will happen to
you” When he says, ‘I go to prepare a place for you,’
he shows us what every dear friend, what every kind
teacher, what every good father, mother, child may say,
and for the same rcason. He quite naturally presents the
life beyond as a continuation of the human life. The
beings there are interested in us. They rejoice when but
one sinner repents. They carry earth’s Lazaruses to
Abraham’s bosom.  They herald the birth and attend the
death of the well-beloved of the Father. And does he
not teach us to pray to that Father, as ours in heaven?
All that is simple, reasonable, understandable, convincing ;
and it exactly indicates our sense of the value and the
great helpfulness of Christ in relation to the life beyond.

We wish Canon Scott Holland had turned his attention
to this obvious but profound truth. That he did not is
probably as much the fault of St. Paul’s Cathedral as his
own, so difficult is it for even the strong men of the Church
to make the beaten path run up the pulpit stairs, or to
escape the merely conventional rhetoric of their order.
But 2 man like Scott Holland ought to have done better
than he did in this sermon. Knowing as he does the
practical need of hope and trust concerning a future life,
he ought not to have offered even Christ in the way he did,
for he only puzzles us. What, for instance, could this
mean to a young engineer, to a lawyer’s clerk, to a young
lady from Shoolbred’s: ¢ We have been struggling to con-
ceive what it is like, this place to which he has gone, this
home of the dead. We have been striving to picture its
form, its nature, its habits, its speech; we can make
nothing of it. But our Lord offers to our comprehension
the sole meaning and interpretation of all that is in that
other world—just Himself. He is Himself that home to
which they go, the house in which our dead abide, He is its
sole reality, He is its actual substance and force. Every-
thing there speaks of Him, discloses Him, issues from
Him. It somehow seems right and religious, but will it
bear examination? What cen it mean, that Christ is
‘Himself that home to which they go,’ that he is ‘the
house in which our dead abide,” and that he is ‘its
actual substance’? Or what does this mean: ¢ His very
presence within us lays down our way, and along that
way, whatever He makes it to be, we have the power to
go. What is ¢ His very presence within us’? At best it
is a simple fact put into the rhetoric of symbolism. We
understand him better when he says: ¢ Thomas does know
whither Christ goes, for he knows Christ ; he knows Him
as a friend knows a friend, as a brother understands a
brother.” But we understand this because we at once per-

.ceive that the statement is alive with a universal truth.

We only wish the preacher had said so plainly, instead of
wandering away into mystical rhetoric. But we do not
want to say any more about that, though it is a fruitful
subject. It will be more profitable to point out the secret
both of his dismal confession of nescience and his almost
hysterical grasping at Christ.

We have scen that, in spite of his Bible, he has no
belief in any appearance or message from the spirit-world,
and we think it important now to add that he is evidently
still hampered by the old notion of a resurrection. He asks,





















