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and the desire to get there in time that he got into a cab,
and said to the driver, ¢ Now drive on just as fast as you
can.” So the cabman started and drove for half an hour or
so in all directions. And by and by the professor realised
that he was not getting anywhere. So he put his head out
of the window, and said, ¢ Where are you going?’ And the
cabman answered, ‘I don’t know, sir. You gave me no
directions ; you simply told me to go on.’

An American journal indicates one very prevalent
cause of Pessimism. We always thought that Pessimism
and Indigestion were very closely connected. The demon-
stration of this, in these touching lines, is very complete.
The poem is called ¢ THE LITTLE PESSIMIST,” and it runs
thus: —

The sad little Princess sat by the sea,
¢ Alas,’ she sighed, ‘and alackaday !’
And she rested her book upon her knee,
And her eyes gazed dreamily far away.

¢ All of my fairy tales end the same—

They lived, and they loved, and then they died—
The wicked enchanter’s always to blame ;

Oh, for something quite new,’ she cried.

‘I'm sick of my dolls with their china eyes,
I'm sick of reading of giants and things,
I'm tired to death o% candies and pies,
I hate my crown and my golden rings.’

And then her nurse felt of the Royal head,
Looked at her tongue in a knowing way,
‘Your Highness had better come home to bed,
You've eaten too many plum tarts to-day.’

GHOST HUNTING.

A correspondent writing in the ‘Newcastle Morning Mail,’
under the heading of ‘Psychic Phenomena,’ after stating that
‘an open mind is the correct attitude towards all phenomena
we cannot fathom,” says : ‘I have seen much myself to give
one “pause.”’ He then relates the following experience : —

‘I remember going on a ghost hunting expedition to a
colliery village in Durham. The place was all excited, and
a crowd gathered round the house every night. Nothing
was seen ; but wailing cries were heard that disturbed the
occupants very much. A friend brought a lady “clair-
voyant,” and we were permitted to remain in the apartment
from which the sound was said to proceed. Further than
the report of the excitement in the village, we knew nothing
of the circumstances. The house was a two-storied dwelling,
belonging to an adjoining colliery, where the head of the
little household had some charge, and sat rent free. He did
not mind the “haunting,” he told me; but his wife, a healthy,
buxom young woman, with a baby in arms, was very
nervous. Every window and cranny of the house had been
examined, to account for the sound, by joiner, slater, and
chimney sweep, without discovering any preventable cause.
It was getting late, the crowd in the street had dispersed, and
we fancied our vigil was going to be unrewarded, when the
most dismal wailing sound filled the room, which gave one
“the creeps.” The sound was there, but it could not be
located. However, our clairvoyant, whom we had taken by
train to the village, told us that there was “the shade” of a
middle-aged woman sitting on a stool by the fireside, wring-
ing her hands and giving vent to the eerie sounds we heard.
She described the woman very minutely, and, while doing so,
the wife and husband passed looks, the former exclaiming,
“Oh, Tom, it’s just her !” The wife seemed glad to get her
mind relieved, and told us that every time she went up and
down the stairs with the bairn she was perfectly conscious
of someone walking up and down alongside of her. Subse-

uently I learnt that the young wife had been a neighbour’s
gaughter, who used to come in and look after her husband’s
first wife in her illness. She died, and the nurse and husband
were married a few months after. The house was vacated,
and remained unoccupied.’

SeiriTuALIsM is the gospel of love or it is nothing. It
means liberty, fidelity, and truth, or it means nothing.
It means unity, concord, and peace, or it means nothing. It
means that the gates of the real world, the world where no
masquerade is possible, are wide ajar, and that befogged
humanity, nailed to the cross of its own ignorance and

llution, may catch glimpses of that world and obey the
aw of being.—‘ Light of Truth.

LIGH'T

[June 2, 1900.

A STUDY OF MEDIUMSHIP.*

The professor of psychology at the University of Geneva
obtained the opportunity of assisting at a series of séances
given by a non-professional and unpaid trance medium. His
description of the phenomena presented constitutes a most
valuable contribution to the study of mediumship and is
worthy of careful consideration by the Spiritualists of
England and America, especially with regard to the fact
that it shows how large a part of the phenomena usually
attributed to ‘control’ may be referred to involuntary
emergings from the sub-consciousness of the medium.
Supposing even that some readers may differ from the
author’s conclusions in this respect, yet this book unquestion-
ably demonstrates to what a large extent the telepathic
transmission constituting ‘control, is conditioned and
coloured by the medium’s sub-consciousness.

The medium is the daughter of most respectable parents
and is of irreproachable repute ; earning her living as sales-
woman in one of the large shops of Geneva. Shelent herself
to M. Flournoy’s researches apart from any remuneration.
Though differing from her as to the causes in action, he does
not once imply that she consciously simulated, or that she
intentionally ‘made up’ any of the stories presented by her
while in the secondary state. Yet he considers these to be
romances automatically evolved by her exceptionally active
sub-consciousness, under the stimuli of suggestions uninten-
tionally and unsuspectingly implanted by the members of
the spiritualistic circles she frequented.

M. Flournoy is unquestionably impartial and evidently
approached this case in the attitude of the student with a
‘mind to let.” His criticisms display the untiring energy
with which he endeavoured to discover, by tracing up the
medium’s past associations, whether these afforded any clue
to the stories presented by her in the secondary state ; and
strange to say, in nearly every case, he found some incident
which, in his estimation, might have sufficed to act as
sufficient suggestion to have set her sub-conscious imagina-
tion to work and have been elaborated by it (unconsciously
to her awakened self) into the subsequent presentations
made.

In one instance, however, with regard to certain incidents
described by her as pertaining to the personal history of an
Indian control who claimed to have lived a few centuries
ago, M. Flournoy admits that it is most improbable that the
medium could herself have acquired any knowledge of those
circumstances. It was only after extensive research, in
which he was assisted by several colleagues, that he obtained
information carrying confirmation of the statements made.
Yet the possibility remains that she may have heard those
events mentioned somewhere.

M. Flournoy presents his study from the point of view of
the specialist experienced in the involuntary hallucinations
and secondary personalities, &c., which emerge automatic-
ally in hysterical patients ; as also in the similar effects,
induced by suggestion, in hypnotic subjects. He found
similar disturbances of sensibility and motricity in the
medium, while in the secondary or somnambulic state, as
those which accompany the analogous condition in the
subjects above referred to; while the physiological
phenomena of catalepsy, lethargy, contracture, &c., common
to the above abnormal psychic states, were also present in
the medium. Consequently M. Flournoy is led to con-
sider the medium’s guide, ‘ Leopold,” who emerges at all her
séances, in the light of a secondary personality evolved by
her sub-consciousness, while the mediumistic trance itself is
due to auto-hypnotisation. Her various controls, Marie-
Antoinette, the Indian princess, &c., are due, says M,
Flournoy, to the emerging of various facets of the medium’s
individuality, the characteristics of which appear in them"
all. These secondary personalities may indeed be due, he
states, to a temporary reversion of the present normal
personality ; a return to a surviving phase, pertaining to her
earlier stages of growth.

It will be of interest to Spiritualists to learn that the
secondary personalities which emerge involuntarily in
hysterical patients (and which may be induced by suggestion

* ¢Des Indes & la Plandte Mars,” By PRroressor TH. FLOURNOY,
Alcan, Paris,
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in some hypnotic subjects) so closely resemble the persona-
tions induced by ‘control,’ that a psychologist of exceptional
experience had to devote months of careful observation
before he could determine to his own satisfaction the
character of the phenomena under study. Another
important fact worthy of notice is that M. Flournoy affirms
that the secondary or trance state may, in some subjects, be
induced by auto-suggestion. This, it should be remembered,
is confirmed by the claims made by some occultists, who
affirm that they can enter that state by exerting ‘mental
concentration.” The writer of these remarks has met two
mediums in America, who stated that after having been used
as mediums for many years and thrown involuntarily into
the trance state, they subsequently found that they could
induce it voluntarily. Q. V.
(To be continued.)

PRAYERS FOR THE DEPARTED.

(By C. W. LEADBEATER, IN ‘ THE THEOSOPHICAL REVIEW.))

What is a prayer for the dead but an expression of an
earnest wish and a loving thought for those who have
passed on before us? We know that in physical life such
wishes and such thoughts are very real and objective things
—storage-batteries of spiritual force which will discharge
themselves only when they reach the person towards whom
they are directed ; why should it be supposed that there is
any difference in their action when the person thought of has
no longer a physical body ? The prayer or the strong loving
wish for a particular dead person always reaches him and
helps him, nor can it ever fail to do so while the great law
of cause and effect remains part of the constitution of the
universe. Even the earnest general prayer or wish for the
good of the dead as a whole, though it is apt to be a vaguer
and therefore a less efficient force, has yet in the aggregate
produced an effect whose importance it would be difficult
to exaggerate. Europe little knows what it owes to those
great religious orders who devote themselves night and
day to ceaseless prayer for the faithful departed.

If it should be asked what it is that we ought to wish
for our dear ones who have passed away—we who in many
cases know so little of their condition that we might well
fear to set in motion a force which might be ill-directed
for want of more exact knowledge of their need —we cannot
do better than turn to the formulas of the Catholic Church,
and use that beautiful antiphon which appears so often in
the services for the dead : ‘Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him.” Unless we
are dealing with a case in which we know of some special
requirement towards which we can direct our thought-force,
what better wish could we formulate than that expressed
in those words of long ago, words which for many centuries
have been the chanmnel through which yearning affection
has voiced its holiest feelings—by which so much suffering
has been eased, so much benefit given ?

If we observe how exactly it meets the needs of the man
who has recently passed away, we shall realise that whoever
may have composed that antiphon must have known very
well what he was about, or perhaps been guided from above
to write even better than he knew. For its two clauses
express exactly the conditions which are most desirable for
the dead ; first, perfect rest from all earthly thought and
care, so that his progress towards the heaven-world may be
undisturbed, and secondly the perpetual light of the divine
love shining clearly upon him through the higher and more
spiritual part of his own nature, drawing him ever upward
toward itself, so that his progress may be rapid. Truly earth
has little more of assistance to give to a man for whom such a
prayer as that is being earnestly and constantly offered.

‘THE GALILEAN FISHERMEN found after the departure of
Chns_t that He became their correspondent, and they became
the missionaries of His startling innovations. They heard His
call and He heard theirs. They announced this celestial
magnetism, and the human capacity had been developed to
receive it : and we must remember always that Christianity
is receivable only by augmented human capacity. This
magnetic responsiveness became slowly the common experi-
ence of races and peOﬁles, and Christianity reposes on it
to-day.'—*‘ PEYTON,’ in the ‘Contemporary Review.’
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‘ INCONNU ET LES PROBLEMES
PSYCHIQUES.™*

M. CamiLLe FrammarioN’s NEw Booxk.

The value of such a work as that which M. Camille
Flammarion has lately published, both in French and
English, is considerable. He states in the introduction
that his object in writing the book is to show that
certain facts hitherto ignored, exist, and also to apply
to these facts scientific methods of judgment. M. Flam-
marion approaches his subject with candour, and also
with caution. He asserts that although reason can only
accept as certain that which has been proved, we have no
right to deny in advance any possibility, since our senses
are very misleading and are very incomplete guides. He
fully recognises the peculiar import of the class of facts
he is reviewing, and says: ‘If the study of this subject
should put us on the road to a knowledge of the
nature of the human soul and to a scientific demonstra-
tion of its survival, it would give an impetus to human
progress greater than any it has yet received by the
gradual evolution of all the other sciences put together.’
Coming from one who has devoted so much time and
energy to the study of astronomy, there is pathetic
cogency in his testimony to the futility of this grand and
absorbing pursuit, if we, who scan the wonders of the
universe, are not its eternal heirs, but only the ephemeral
sports of irrational forces.

¢ What interest can the heavens have for us,” he inquires,
‘if we are only to live on earth for a brief day?’

His first chapter is devoted to the consideration of past
scientific progress. Again and again we find the same
method pursued : it is needless to dwell upon this wethod,
we are so familiar with it ; history teems with instances of

it. The daring discovery of some mind in advance of the

generality is first treated as an absurdity, scorned, opposed,
rejected ; then gradually is tolerated, admitted as a possi-
bility, accepted and glorified.

He gives an amusing instance in connection with this
almost uniform history of discovery. When Edison’s
phonograph was presented to the Paris Academy of Science,
one of the members of the Academy seized the unhappy
representative of Edison by the throat, exclaiming :
“Wretch ! We are only the dupes of a ventriloquist !” M.
Flammarion was present on this occasion, so the story is
not too good to be true.

This particular volume does not profess to deal with
mediumistic phenomena, 7.c., with the phenomena which are
usually denoted as mediumistic (though the distinction
thus made is probably quite artificial and rather mislead-
ing). The author reserves such subjects as communica-
tions purporting to come from the spirits of the dead, for
consideration in a later work.

The large collection of manifestations of the dying which
he relates in chapter iv., he does not regard as indicating
the action of those who have already quitted this sphere,
but as manifestations at the moment of death. Why he
makes this limitation it is difficult to see. The facts
which he considers proved, even with this proviso, are
most important, quite sufficiently so to be worth all the
attention and evidence brought to bear upon them. These
facts he sums up at the end of his work thus :—

5 d1. The soul exists as a real entity, independent of the
ody.

2).’ Tt is endowed with faculties hitherto unrecognised by
science.

3. It can act and perceive at a distance, without the in-
termediary of the senses.

4. The future is pre-arranged, determined by causes which
produce it. The soul sometimes apprehends it.

If Spiritualists and psychical researchers are really
desirous that their work should be enduring, they can
hardly spend too much time or care upon accumulating
the evidence for these foundation-facts. Personal con-
viction may carry us much further. M. Flammarion
intimates that these are far from being the only

* By M. Camille Flammarion. Published by Librairie Ernest Flam-
marion, 26, Rue Racine, prés ’0Odcon, Paris. An English edition, entitled
‘The Unknown,’ is published by Harper and Brothers ; price 7s. 6d.
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conclusions suggested by the evidence, but as parts of one
great solidarity it behoves us to be very patient, very cau-
tious, to make very sure of our footing, as we advance. The
over-credulous, or even those who arrive at true conclusions
on insufficient grounds or by mistaken reasoning, are
hinderers rather than helpers, if they are in too great a
hurry to advance. It is extremely difficult to exercise the
self-restraint necessary for effectual work on these lines of
psychical discovery. Convictions—true convictions—often
establish themselves for individuals in advance of the reason-
ing and evidence which can alone authenticate and verify
them, and they are tempted to claim for their convictions a
degree of certainty to which they have no right. Spiritualists
have thus again and again injured their cause by claiming
too much, and they perhaps fail to see that they claim too
much, because the truths they are asserting are verifiable,
but not wverified ; they have reached them partly by intui-
tion, they have not demonstrated them scientifically ; they
do not recognise clearly what is scientific evidence and what
is not.

The result of such a method of proceeding may be as
disastrous in its results as would have been the campaign in
South Africa had Lord Roberts failed to secure his base. Those
splendid and rapid advances of our brilliant Commander-
in-Chief have been marked by intervals of pause, during
which no progress seemed to be in operation, and the nation
was forced to wait passive and expectant, while the trans-
ports were being brought up and the base secured. The
tactics and prudence evinced in that masterly advance are
essential principles inalladvance. And it is because a work
like this of M. Flammarion’s is a means of securing the
base for further progressive acquisition of truths which
deeply concern man’s present and future life, that it is so
valuable.

At the same time we recognise that in his anxiety not to

advance too rapidly in forming conclusions, he occasionally

falls back on a negative position which he fails to justify.
For instance, he particularly specifies that he regards the
180 cases which he enumerates in chapter iv., as manifesta-
tions of the dying, but not of the dead. Now in some of
these there is absolutely nothing to prove that they ought
to beso classified. In some cases the manifestations were
observed some hours after the death had occurred ; in others
it is not stated whether the moment was precisely the hour
of death or just about that time, which might mean just after.
In one case at least the apparition announced that death Aad
occurred. The theory of latent telepathy may by some
be accepted to account for this, but there is, in many cases,
at least as muck to be said in favour of the view that the
manifestations occurred after death asthat they occurred
before.

There is one fact of considerable interest which we noted
in reading this chapter, and that is, that far the greater
number of collective physical impressions associated with a
death areimpressionsof sound, often loud noises, or repeated
raps. It would be interesting to observe whether in other
collections of psychic manifestations the proportion of
occurrences in which more than one person is impressed by
sounds, is as great as in this one.

Most of the cases of apparitions are not collective, but
out of about a hundred of various kinds of manifestations
related in this chapter, we counted about thirty instances
in which sounds coinciding with deaths were observed by
two or more witnesses. When we are dealing with pheno-
mena of this sort, governed by laws of which we are
almost completely ignorant, a little coincidence of this kind
ought to be carefully noted ; it is sometimes by such slight
coincidences that important discoveries are made.

One of the complaints often brought against spirit-
ualistic phenomena is that it is undignified for discarnate
beings to rap out messages on tables. It seems to us an
unscientific and irreverent attitude towards the facts of
nature to assume that there is anything intrinsically
undignified or common in the phenomena which occur.
The lack of dignity and commonness is not infrequently in
the minds of the living observers, who colour with their own
sentiments and dull perceptions the facts whose import
they are too ignorant to grasp.

A clue to the frequent recurrence of raps may perhaps
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be found on a page in an early chapter of M. Flammarion’s
book on which is tabulated the rate of vibrations per second
which produce, respectively, sound, light and electricity.
That table shows that the vibrations which produce sound
are very much slower than those which produce electricity
and light ; they are at the opposite end to the X Rays in the
scale of vibrations, and they are imnediately followed by
vibrations of unknown efliciency.

This fact suggests that there are probably more persons
capable of recognising these coarser and slower vibrations
than there are capable of detecting the more delicate and
rapid ones.* In other words, a discarnate being operating
upon the incarnate may find, in the majority of cases, that
our organisms are too dense, our faculties too undeveloped,
to respond to the vibrations by which they might attempt
to affect our sense of vision or our brains ; and that the
utmost they cando is to produce vibrations which reach us as
sound. If this is so, much of the appavent incongruity and
meaningless character of some of the noises which appear
to be intimations of death is accounted for.

We note, however, that these sounds are usually accom-
panied by an indefinite mental impression, a sense of pre-
sentiment. The interpretation seems to be thus vaguely
conveyed to the mind, and that in cases when the occurrence
itself appears inadequate to account for the presentiment.

M. Flammarion tells us that in response to his request
for the statement of facts of an abnormal nature, he
received 1,130 cases of various kinds; and he very uncom-
promisingly asserts his conviction that although a certain
amount may be discounted for lapses of memory and
unintentional exaggerations in some cases, taken as a whole,
this collection (which was begun in March, 1899) is one
which leads to the inevitable conclusion that neither chance
coincidence, nor hallucination can be accepted as reasonable
explanations of the facts, but that they point to the
existence of the Soul as an entity endowed with faculties
as yet unknown, that the brain is an organ by which this
entity acts and perceives, but that the soul is not a physical
property of the brain.

There are so many incidents of value in this volume, and
so many suggestive remarks made by the able author
relative to the facts, that we cannot but regret that he
devotes one whole chapter to relating a variety of super-
stitions common in France and elsewhere. His object is to
show that he is fully alive to the tendency to absurd,
unreasonable credulity which prevails, not only among the
uneducated but among the educated also ; but we think he
could have convinced his readers of that in two or three
pages. We confess to having found his category of local
superstitions tedious and rather out of place in a book of
psychic study. We also regret (what perkaps was inevitable)
that the objector should be so constantly in view. Nothine
is to us more unpleasing in a constructive work than to be
always kept conscious of the presence of an opponent.
Probably M. Flammarion has had good reason never to for-
get the scoffer and the doubter, and it is small wonder if his
work bears frequent traces of the fact ; nevertheless, we
should have enjoyed it more had we been allowed to forget
both in the search for truth.

M. Flammarion must be a man of no little courage and
independence, and his action must have required the exer-
cise of both, for as he says himself his position has been
one which has brought but very little satisfaction and much
disapproval from public opinion, both from Scientists and
also from Spiritualists—the one class considering him too
credulous, the other too incredulous. One satisfaction he
has, we feel sure, and that is the satisfaction of an honest
mind, of one who tries to say only what he believes,
neither more nor less. This article has dealt very cursorily
and inadequately with the volume whose 585 pages contain
a mass of interesting facts ; possibly in a subsequent number
of ‘LicHT’ we may have an opportunity of discussing some
portions of the latter half, which deals mainly with dreams
and premonitions.

H.A.D.

* In this connection it would be interesting to know (ﬂerhsps some
biologists could tell us) whether in the evolution of animals the sense of
hearing was developed before the sense of sight.
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SOME INTERESTING SEANCES.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

IIL

Our séance with Mrs. Titford took place in Mr. Glen-
dinning’s house at Dalston, on the evening of Tuesday,
April 23rd last. Nine persons sat, and as we were all known
to each other, and sympathetic, the conditions were very
favourable. It is, however, matter for vegret that, for
family reasons, and also because of her uncertain health,
this gifted medium sits but rarely ; indeed, I think she
informed me she had not been under control since we had a
séance with her in September last, on which occasion she was
very poorly from a bad bilious attack, and yet the results,
as then described by me in ¢ LicHT,’ were wonderfully satis-
factory and convincing.

The cabinet on this occasion consisted of a pair of cur-
tains drawn across the window recess, in which a chair was
placed. At the beginning of the séance Mrs. Titford sat in
the circle, and we had only settled down a few minutes, in
subdued light, when we were all changed in position by raps
on the table from the unseen operator. My youngest

daughter, who had only once before sat with Mrs. Titford, '

and who is rather nervous about this class of phenomena,
was taken from the middle of the circle and ordered to take
the medium’s right hand ; while Mrs. Titford’s father, Mr.
Davis, was placed right in the middle of the circle instead
of being near his daughter. We joined hands, and it was
speedily evident that the power in the circle was very
strong, as, in about ten minutes, and before Mrs. Titford
went into trance, two of the circle besides myself felt their
fingers tapped gently several times by an unseen pair of
little hands. The medium then went into trance and
retived behind the curtain. During the entire duration of
the sitting, her heavy breathing was frequently heard in the
cabinet while the forws of materialised spirits were moving
about, as after detailed. The light was lowered by
request to a small ‘peep,” but quite sufficient for us to discern
each other. A luminous slate was at this time lying on the
table beside a musical box, which last was wound up by Mr.
Glendinning and played several times. After a few minutes
had elapsed there was a rustling sound of drapery, and
‘Little Harry,’ Mrs. Titford's spirit brother, came and stood
quite close to me, so close, indeed, that his form touched
mine. He spoke to the circle and was heard quite dis-
tinctly ; indeed, his voice is so peculiarly sweet and precise
that, having once heard it, you can never mistake it for
another. He explained to me that my boy and others of
my relatives would show themselves, but as the light was
burning they would not have power to use the luminous
card ; but that later on he would have the medium brought
out of the cabinet and the gas put out, when some of the
forms would, he hoped, have sufficient power to lift the card.
He then retired, and in a few seconds I heard a soft voice at
my side say ‘ Papa,’ and discerned the figure of a boy, about
twelve years of age, clad in white. He first patted both my
arms, and then held up a face for me to kiss. The lips were
quite human, and the face was complete ; but identification,
owing to the dim light, was not possible. I have no doubt,
however, that it was my boy, as he again (as on a previous
occasion) repeated the mames of his two brothers and six
sisters in their order, uttered a favourite expression, and
also a sound he often made with his mouth when toddling
about the house in earth life. Leaving my side, he passed
round the back of the next sitter and went to my wife, who
was beyond, and repeated the same process of caressing
and speaking that he had used to myself, and then came
back and kissed and patted me again, thereafter retiring
behind the curtain. In a few minutes there emerged from
the cabinet a tall female figure in white, who, ‘Harry’
whispered to me, was his mother, now on the other side.
She glided past me and went to Mr. Davis (her husband),
kissed him four times and put her hands on his back and
chest as if she would try to heal the chest and asthmatical
affection under which he labours. She next passed to Mrs.
Glendinning and kissed her on the brow. Mrs. Glendinning
told us that the lips were soft and warm. She then passed
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to a daughter in the circle and kissed and embraced her,
and thereafter went to Mr. Glendinning, whom she patted
on the head and shoulder. Coming round to my side of the
circle, she went behind the curtain into the cabinet, but
before doing so she patted me gently on the head.

The next form was announced by ‘Harry’ to be Miss T,
my sister-in-law, who came out, caressed and kissed my
wife, but did not .speak, and then she came and kissed me
on the brow. Here, again, the light did not enable me to
identify the face, but the fact that she only came to my wife
and myself in fulfilment of a promise both she and my boy
made to us at Mrs. Treadwell’s the preceding evening,
coupled with ‘Harry’s’ announcement of her presence,
makes me have the belief that it was she, more especially
as I have seen and clearly identified her once before, at a
very successful séance with Mrs. Titford five years ago.

By ‘Harry’s’ orders the medium was then taken out of
the cabinet by my wife, and the light was extinguished.
She then sat in the chair formerly occupied by her in the
circle, and my daughter again held her by the hand. Imme-
diately thereafter, the musical-box, with a phosphorus card
affixed to it, was wound up by invisible ageucy. It then
rose in the air, playing several tunes, and floated right over
the circle backwards and forwards for several minutes,
being clearly visible to all.

Shortly after the musical-box had ceased its gyrations
another tall figure came past me, and was stated by ‘Harry’
to be ‘the other Miss T." She lifted up the luminous card
and showed her face to my wife, and afterwards turned the
card to myself ; but all I can say is that the lineaments
were like those of our deeply-lamented Z., who died of chest
trouble about twelve years ago, and who had once given me
a very clear materialisation about four years since, through
Mrs. Davidson, a Gateshead medium. On the present
occasion, however, recognition was more ditlicult, and I
cannot put it higher than this, that a figure announced
as the other Miss T. by ‘ Harry, who announced her coming
to the circle in the direct voice, came to my wife and
myself alone, lifted a card and showed us a face somewhat
resembling the departed one, kissed us both and then
disappeared behind the curtain.

This practically closed the séance,as * Harry ’ announced
that the power was exhausted, promising, however,next time
the medium sat, to bring relatives of his own and of Mr.
Glendinning’s to manifest themselves. The medium shortly
after awoke from trance and received our cordial thanks
and congratulations on another successful sitting.

(20 be continued.)

“OH THAT | KNEW WHERE | MIGHT FIND HIM !’
(JoB xxiII. 3).

I wandered over hill and dale,
The desert sand I trod,

I sought in lane and crowded street,
If [ might find my God.

The storm and sunshine spoke of Him,
But with uncertain sound,

And in the billows of the sea
Still less could He be found.

Through myriad worlds my spirit coursed
Athwart the starry sphere—
Bewildering infinitude !
No certainty is here.
The Aeons’ verdict next I weighed,
With all their teeming life,
But found, in place of peace and love,
Too often war and strife.

Is not the universe, I asked,
God’s temple all divine ?
Or must we seek the Deity
In some more sacred shrine ?—
I hearken’d.—Then a still small voice
This secret did impart :
‘The holiest of holiest
Is in the human heart !’
M. C.D.

MR. A. PETERS requests us to announce that he has, for
the convenience of visitors, removed into larger rooms at
his present address.
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CAN WE LIVE UP TO IT?

In relation to Religion and the Church, the question
that is never out of place is, ‘Can we live it, as well as
believe it 7’ and it is only the honest truth to say that
wherever the question is honestly put and resolutely pushed,
there are searchings of heart that do not always end in
self-complacency. It is, of course, a common-place to say
that belief is one thing, and life another, just as it is a
common-place to say that sunshine is life or that fresh air
is necessary ; both illustrations of the fact, not always
noticed, that common-places are often the vehicles of vital
truths.

But, edification apart, our question really has for its
main object the presentation of Spiritualism as something
more, very much more, than interesting experimenting,
however profoundly important the experimenting may be.
Our readers know how anxious we are to enlarge the tield
and to broaden the basis of Spiritualism, until, in fact, it
includes in its ample embrace all that the word ¢ Humani-
tarian’ means.

We are not at all likely to depreciate phenomena, or to
undervalue their immense importance as demonstrations of
a Future Life. We are eager for phenomena, and only wish
the yield were multiplied a hundredfold. But it is urgently
necessary that we should grasp, and steadfastly grasp, the
fine truth that Spiritualism is as much a philosophy of
human life here as a demonstration of spirit life hereafter ;
—that, in fact, it has to do with all that concerns the
human race, and that, to it, nothing is ‘common or unclean.’

The reason for this is perfectly obvious. Spiritualism
unveils the reality of life as nothing else can do. To this
moment, the world, even in its very highest places, is in
thraldom to merely external things. The practical and the
eagerly considered standards of the world are determined
by these external things. < What is he worth?’ means,
‘How much stands against his name at the bank ? what is
his acreage ? or how jlarge a box is necessary for his title
deeds?’ And, even more than we imagine, this is the
standard which determines all things. It is monstrous:
and Spiritualism shows why. By it, all these accidental or
merely external things are put in their right place, and the
grand truth emerges that the one fact which dominates all
others is that man is spirit, and that he is precisely what
his spirit is, no more, no less. He has what his spirit has;
he is worth what the spirit is worth : and, before this
tremendous truth, all the baubles of wealth and rank and
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even of learning and culture are as the mere dust on the
balance.

Spiritualism, then, purely relates to the concerns of the
spirit, and, in theory at all events, ignores life’s mere
externals. It and it alone can rightly and fully explain
that penetrating saying: ¢ What shall it profit a man though
he gain the whole world and lose his own soul, or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul 7’ This is why
Spiritualism unfolds, in the highest sense, the philosophy
of life, and why we are driven to ask, ‘Can we live up to
it?’ We know that this question will, to many, sound
like the echo of a Sunday sermon : but we are not thinking
of Sunday : we are thinking of the strenuous and oft-times
cruel and crushing battle of life on other days. No one,
for instance, will deny that in this battle of life we are all
constantly in danger of becoming merely selfish, and selfish
quite in the old brute sense of battling for the bone ; every
mood or throb of which is utterly out of harmony with the
philosophy of life which Spiritualism teaches. Or think of
the arrogance and power of wealth. Can anyone deny that
this is not only unspiritual but absolutely ridiculous? It
hardly needs Spiritualism to show it up as really contemp-
tible, so absurd is it that the mere possession of money,
apart from the possession of mental and ethical values,
should command adulation, and purchase authority and
power. But, when we throw upon it the light of Spirit-
ualism’s elementary truth that the only thing of supreme
value is the human spirit itself, the arrogance of wealth is
a monstrosity, and the social power of it is not far off from
a crime.

Or what shall we say of the amazingly ridiculous state
of mind we indicate by the word ‘Pride’? Pride usually
springs from the sense of superiority turning upon living
in a costly house, being able to put people in coloured coats
and buttons, or even decorating the heads of able-bodied
men with grey powder. This, or something like this, is
usually at the bottom of Pride. Heavens! how monstrously
silly it is, from any point of view! How appalling from
the point of view of pure Spiritualism, which teaches and
demonstrates that one golden thought, one generous
emotion, one dream of unselfish love, one grace of goodness,
or even one cry to Heaven’s purity, ‘God be merciful to me
a sinner!’ outweighs and outvalues all the pomp of earth
that ever crushed simplicity or turned aside a soul !

Then what shall we say of the world’s injustice, based
as it always is on this arrogance of wealth or pride of life,
when it is not the result of sheer ignorance or cruelty ?
We hold that Spiritualism alone gives the highest of all
reasons for doing justice and loving mercy. When man
meets man, as man, not as ruler and ruled, master and
servant, rich and poor, strong and weak, they are then only
on the equal terms that God intended —the equal terms
that will so startle us presently, when we close our account
at the banker’s, drop for ever the keys of the iron chest,
take off the finery, and face the other man, spirit to spirit,
soul to soul. Injustice, thus considered, is not only
unspiritual, it is inhuman; and may quite easily be
¢ earthly, sensual, devilish.’

So again, by this route also, we come to the vital and
splendid truth that ¢Spiritualist * and ¢ Humanitarian’ are
almost synonymous: and the only question that remains
is, ‘Can we live up to it?’ In one sense No: in another,
Yes.  No, because perfection here is impossible. To be
perfect Spiritualists we should have to be perfect angels:
we should almost need to be gods. And yet, Yes, because
all things are relative to possibilities. We can live up to
the human, if not to the angelic or the divine Ideal : and
this we shall do just in proportion as we translate belief
into conduct, and let our Spiritualism flow over into all life,
and all life flow over into it.





















