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The American Congress of Religion had many tones in
it, but one predominated, and precisely the one that every
good Spiritualist would only enjoy. Dr. Updike voiced
this when he said :—

The thought that God rules in us, and not over us,
infinitely transcends the idea that He is afar off, and that
He rules over us as the king rules over his subjects. This is
a formal matter ; the other isa vital matter. When we think
of God as living beyond the clouds, sometimes breaking
through to rescue His favourites, to issue His laws, to mete
out His punishments, then going back leaving men to them-
selves, we have a formal conception of God ; but when we
think of God as immanent in the world, and in human life,
as the soul is in the body, working through the faculties
that He has given to men, so that the voice which speaks to
man is the voice that speaks in him, there is no need of any
differences of opinion about God. By your philosophy alone
you may never be able to find Him, and you may never be
able to agree as to what He is, but when you find Him by
experience as a living spiritual presence in the soul, quicken-
ing and inspiring all the powers of our life, then there can
be no possibility of doubt. We become partakers of the
divine nature, and we can say with the certainty of Paul,
‘I know in whom I have believed.’

This seems almost too simple to be satisfying, but it is
the essence of the whole of our philosophy of spiritual
religion.

Hope West, a writer we never heard of before, has
written a delicately beautiful poem that ought to give peace
and strength to many. She entitles it ¢ A heathen,” and it
will repay the reader to ask why; and to find an answer :—

She loved the very earth.
She said no better plan
Could be than toil
And rest for man.

She loved the vaulted sky
In storm or sunny blue.
She said its stars
Sang clear and true.

She gently pitied wrong.
She said it gathered pain
And bitter tears,
And prayed in vain.

She smiled at want and care.

‘ For would we have,’ she said,
¢ When life is past,

Just pleasure dead ?

‘No terror overcome ?

No memory of need
Sublimely met

With quick, strong deed ?’

She smiled at weary feet,
And said of waxing age,
‘Would I be robbed
Of life’s last page ?’

When Death came urging on,—
Love’s lance the merest breath,—
She turned soft eyes
And smiled at Death,

And said to those she left,
‘Each life is knit to all,
The shuttle speeds
And cannot fall.’

A PROPHETIC DREAM.

Mr. Max Hecht has sent to ‘M.A.P. the following
remarkable little story :—

‘Felix Mottl, the Covent Garden conductor, who is
staying with me, on coming down to breakfast this (Sunday)
morning, said to me :(—

¢“T harl a sad dream. I was in Kapellmeister Hermann
Levy’s bedroom in Munich. He wasill. He lifted up his
head and kissed me ; then he fell back and died.”

‘At two o'clock, while we were at lunch, a tel egram was
handed to Mottl from his wife in Carlsruhe : “ Levy died this
morning in Munich. Am sending wreath |’
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A PSYCHIC HOSPITAL.

Noticing in ‘LicHT’ of May 12th the suggestion of .

an ¢ Anglican Clergyman’ for a Psychic Hospital, allow me
to say that I have always had a conviction that something
of this kind, where different methods of healing outside the
orthodox ones might be proved, would do more for the cause
of Spiritualism than all the phenomena put together. It
is a work in which I take great interest,and if started I
would willingly subscribe a small amount (say £1) yearly.
E. OLpEAM.
60, Clarendon-road,
Whalley Grange, Manchester.

I am glad to see that the idea of a Psychic Hospital
is being put forward in ‘LicHT.” I think, as Spiritualists,
we ought to provide some opportunity for the poor among
us to get the best advice from the sources which they have
faith in, without paying. I know of a case recently of a
man going to three hospitals without avail, and then curing
himself by means of a little help which he got at home from
‘the other side” I hope this matter will be taken up by
friends whose means will enable them to do more than write
about it. J. MARRIOTT.

79, Great Titchfield-street, Portland-place.

I quite agree with ¢Anglican Clergyman’ that the
time is ripe for Spiritualists to start a hospital where their
healing mediums may work, and show to the world their
great power in restoring the sick to health in a natural way.
Surely there could be no more fitting memorial to Mrs.
Emma Hardinge Britten than this. I propose that a house
be taken ; that it should have public wards for males and
females, and private accommodation for paying patients ;
that donors and subscribers should have the usual privilege
of recommending patients for admittance, and that wards
and beds be named after such ; and that only Spiritualist
doctors should be appointed. T also propose to train paying
probationers, who have the gift of healing, in Mental Science,
so that in time branch homes may be started. Let Spirit-
ualists support this hospital with donations of books, cloth-
ing, &c., as well as money, for there are many who are only
waiting the opportunity of showing their love to God and
their brethren.

I have nursed in three large hospitals, and for some time
past as private nurse and masseuse, and hold testimonials
from doctors and patients. T am a student of Mental Science,
an Associate of the London Spiritualist Alliance, a magnetic
healer and give clairvoyant diagnosis, and have a powerful
band of spirit doctors who were once Earth’s renowned physi-
cians and surgeons, who desire to accomplish a yet wider
field of work through mediums.

I am in deep sympathy with an ex-nurse who is also a
powerful healing medium and diagnosing clairvoyant, and
should a hospital be started, I feel sure that we should be
suitable to undertake the charge of it. We have both been
told by the Great Healer of old that we shall be endowed
by His power to heal the sick in large numbers.

Nurse Dora.

appears on p. 227, is sure to rouse deep interest in the
minds of your thoughtful readers who are scattered through-
out the world. It must be admitted that your correspondent
has given to us but a bare suggestion which in itself contains
but little that is definite.

Does he mean that the institute shall ‘be simply a
place for the healing of disease’ by psychic means? Thatis
how I understand him.

It has been said of certain ones ‘they shall lay their
hands on the sick and they shall recover (Mark xvi. 18), and
on the authority of the One to whom these words are
attributed, and of whom we read He healed the sick, gave
sight to the blind, cleansed the leper, and caused the maimed
to walk, by either a touch, a word, or by virtue going out
from Him, it can be said of one who receives psychic force
from the Divine, ‘Greater works than these shall he do.
(John xiv. 12.) \

Granting even that the means used by the Master were
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Divine, they were nevertheless psychic, and clearly indicate
the great possibilities within psychic force for the healing
of disease.

Those who know the rudiments of psychic law will make
no such mistake as to labour under the impression that the
mere placing of hands upon a sick person will heal disease.
Something more is necessary. There must be preparedness ;
training in the knowledge of spiritual correspondences, that
effects may be treated from causes and pot, as hitherto,
effects from mere effects, or from the inverted order of trying
to deal with causes from effects which must always be un-
satisfactory in its ultimate results.

One of the first lessons to grasp thoroughly and perfectly
is that ‘Every disease corresponds to its own evil. The
reason is that everything of man’s life is from the spiritual
world ; wherefore, if his spiritual (psychic) life sickens, there
is also evil derived thence into his natural life, which then
becomes disease.’—Swedenborg.

Yes. ‘A Psychic Hospital’ would be a splendid institu-
tion. It would have to be one, however, in which the
strengthening of the spiritual life would be an essential, and
thedevelopment of psychic force always a desideratun, if any
real benefit were to be realised. This, of course, would not
prevent man’s being naturally healed, for God’s law is one
through the celestial, the spiritual, and in all its ramifica-
tions through the natural, causing the Lord’s Providence to
concur with enlightened natural methods of healing.

‘A Psychic Hospital’ involves that the doctors, the
nurses, or the healers, called by whatever names be decided,
would need to be strong in their own spiritual life, so that,
through them as media, counteracting spirit influences would
be brought to bear directly upon the evil which is the
primary cause of disease. ‘An ideal hospital !’ Let it be
80. The truly spiritual is the truly psychic; hence ‘a
Psychic Hospital’ would Zave to be an ideal hospital.

Is the ideal possible? As your numerous readers are in

all parts of the world, and come into contact with widely

differing psy chic influences, much valuable information could
appear in the columns of ‘ LicHT,” and some very practical
suggestions will undoubtedly be forthcoming that may be
successfully carried out, and the consummation devoutly
wished would soon become a grand realisation. With your
permission, sir, in conclusion, I would again quote
Swedenborg :—

‘Evil closes the smallest and quite invisible vessels, of
which the next greater ones, which are also invisible,
are composed ; for the smallest and quite invisible vessels
are continued from man’s interiors ; hence the first and
inmost obstruction, and hence the first and inmost
vitiation of the blood ; this vitiation, when it increases,
causes disease and at last death.

‘But, if man had lived the life of good, his interiors
would be open into Heaven, and through Heaven to the
Lord, thus also the smallest and invisible little vessels—

3 i hence man would be without disease, and
would only decrease to ultimate old age . . . and
when the body could no longer minister to its internal

man, or spirit, he would pass without disease out of his
mrtfxly body into a bogy such as the angels have.’—

(A. C., 5726.)

By passing out of the earthly body into a spiritual body
Swedenborg obviously, from other parts of his writing,
means that the man, when earth consciousness ceases for
want of suitable media, becomes conscious of spirit sur-
roundings, and finds himself in possession of a spiritual body
perfectly adapted to the conditions made plain in the new
or restored consciousness, for ‘A man lives a man after
death as he lived before in the world. Man after death
is perfectly a man, yea, more perfectly than before in the
world ; for before in the world he was in a material body,
but in the spiritual world he isin a spiritual body.—
(C. L., 182) Wirniam HEALD (‘SPHAERA’).

Blackpool.

May 13th, 1900.

Me. THURSTAN desires us to call attention to the fact
that owing to press of private engagements and arrange-
ments for the development of materialisation, the public
experiments at 31, Bedford-gardens, Campden Hill, will be
discontinued from the end of this month until further
notice. But the mediums, as now advertised, are open by
appointment for experiments privately at their home there.
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MAN: HIS PSYCHICAL POTENTIALITIES
AND RELATIONSHIPS.

Appress BY Mr. E. W. WarLLis, A1 CAveENDISH Rooms.

Man is a spiritual being associated with, and expressing
himself through, a physical instrumentality, which, with all
its deficiencies, affords him scope for numberless experiences,
for many pleasurable emotions, for sweet fellowships and
affections ; and heis gradually but surely becoming conscious
of the possession of interior or spiritual powers ; is awaken-
ing with the stirrings of a young giant to a recognition of
his divine heritage and his supremacy, so to speak, in the
world of sense, and with the dawning consciousness of
obligation, endeavouring to realise in righteousness those
highest functions for which consciousness may be said to
have been imparted.

History bears testimony to the existence of many individ-
uals who possessed certain psychical qualifications which fitted
them to become instruments in the hands of unseen agents.
They became aware of strange influences which impelled
them to certain courses of action. These impulses from the
unseen were variously attributed to gods or spirits—rightly
or wrongly we shall not now discuss—but the fact is clear
that there were sensitive people who realised that certain
influences affected them from not merely the plane of
external sensation, but of interior perception ; of intuitive
cognition.

The Bible, which is regarded by so many as the word of
(God, bears testimony from beginning to end to the experi-
ences of individuals of this class, who heard voices, who
employed their clairvoyant and healing powers, who were
conscious of impressions or inspirations, to whom visions
were vouchsafed, and in whose presence or by whose power
certain strange phenomena occurred quite outside the range
of ordinary experience, which were in consequence regarded
as supernatural and as tokens of the favour of the gods, or of
the Supreme God. If the Bible stood alone one might attach
exceptional importance to these records, but acquaintance
with the sacred books of other Eastern lands enables us to
claim that the Jews were indebted very largely to the writ-
ings and experiences of surrounding peoples. The day has
gone by, therefore, for the assumption that the Jews were
the especial favourites of God and that through them, and
them alone, revelations came from the unseen ; for Ancient
Egypt, Persia, India, and practically all the peoples who at-
tained any degree of civilisation or spiritual unfoldment,
present to humanity to-day records of experiences identical
in character and in the value that one must attach to them.
Now if such testimony as this were confined to antiquity one
might be inclined to say that the plea that these were
ignorant and superstitious peoples had ground and warrant ;
but, coming down to more modern times, similar statements
are made, the claim for similar experiences is put forth right
down to the present day, and therefore the plea of ignorance
and superstition must be discarded.

Whether in Greece or Rome, Palestine or Persia, Great
Britain or America, we find that the testimony is unanimous
to the power of unseen beings to make their influence felt
and their presence known by phenomenal demonstrations,
and to manipulate certain obscure forces to produce mental
impressions or psychical sensations in the individuals who
have been regarded variously as either fools or true prophets,
visionaries or seers, dreamers, madmen, or devil-possessed,
according to the peculiar bias of the persons who witnessed
the phenomena, or recorded their experiences. Here, then,
we come upon a whole territory which needs to be explored,
a whole series of natural—mnot supernatural—phenomena
which require explanation.

If we are to have a philosophy of life, if we are to find the
key to the mysteries of consciousness, if we are, as inter-
preters, to know ourselves and understand our place in
Nature, to comprehend these strange surroundings, these
aspirations and yearnings, these unsatisfied longings, these
imperious desires, these upreachings within us for the ideal
—if we are to understand ourselves on this plane of conscious-
ness we must have some bridge that will enable us to cross
from the seen to the unseen ; some key to open the door and
introduce us to the realm of psychical nature and interpret
to us its phenomena.



244

We have seen that these phenomena have not been
limited to a race or an age, and we claim, therefore, that they
are the outward evidences of the indwelling psychic poten-
tialities of man. There could not be any such manifesta-
tions if man did not naturally possess spiritual powers which
could be acted upon and employed for their production.
These innate capabilities may be consciously cultivated by
their possessors or aroused and exercised as the result of the
stimulating influences of either incarnate or discarnate
operators.

‘But,’ it may be objected, ‘how comes it, if these powers
are natural, that some people have dreams, premonitions,
visions, voices, trances, and warnings, while others seem to
be cut off and isolated, unconscious of the spiritual realm
about them, if such a realm there be %’

The answer to this question will be found in the fact, it
seems to us, that individuals are variously constituted ; that
heredity, that prenatal influences, or the activities of the
parents during the gestational period ; that the peculiar bias
or training—all these determining factors have to be taken
into account in considering the qualities or aptitudes of any
given individual. So that what is possible in the way of
expression to one may not be open to another owing to
constitutional organic limitations.

We find that the spirit is connected with the body by
means of the soul, or psychical body, which in turn affects
the brain, the nerves and muscles of the outer body, through
the agency of which it expresses itself, and the quality and
extent of such expression will depend upon the degree of
responsiveness and psychic development in the individual
concerned. Some may, and probably will, be conscious that
they are sepulchred in the flesh, the spirit being so deeply
immured within the body that it is well-nigh helpless and
unconscious of its possibilities and destiny. Others will
realise more or less fully that they can use the body, master
and control it, instead of being its slave. Most people
possess the faculty of sight, but all do not see alike. Some
are colour blind ; some have clearer sight than others. We
are apt to imagine that because trees, houses, and other
objects present a certain appearance to us they will
appear exactly the same to those around us. On
general lines they do, but undoubtedly different people
are differently affected and perceive differently. Some
people have innate artistic powers, and although everyone
with patience and endeavour may develop something of the
artistic nature, all cannot be past masters in artistic expres-
sion. Some have a natural gift for mechanics, some for
music, some for oratory, others for song ; inothers the gifts
can be induced to a limited extent, and again in others while
the reasoning faculties may be active the artistic nature may
be dormant. Man’s spiritual possibilities are no exception.
Some exercise their psychic powers naturally and freely, in
others the activity of the spiritual perceptions can be culti-
vated or induced, while the remaining class have little or no
knowledge of the existence of their powers, or of how to
develop them.

It has been rightly claimed by those having experience
of such matters that, being natural, these powers must be
susceptible of interpretation and cultivation ; that there
must be certain principles and laws governing their opera-
tion ; that if psychical sensibility is a natural potency of
the human spirit it must be possible to explain the methods
of its manifestation. Here physical science comes to our
aid and dewmonstrates that if the ears and eyes were more
perfect instruments, and responded to higher vibrations,
it would be possible to see and hear many things which are
now unseen and unheard. The microscope and telescope
have revealed to our gaze many things of which we should
otherwise be ignorant. Telegraph and telephone and other
instruments have removed many limitations, and the trend
of science is constantly in the direction of the discovery of
facts which demonstrate the reality of the unseen, of the
all-pervading life, and the supremacy of mind, or spiritual
being. That there are worlds within worlds— principalities
and powers—is now generally admitted, and who shall set
limits to the possibilities of the universe? May it not be
equally true that there are not only potentialities in Nature
of which we are ignorant, but personalities who dwell in
the unseen, who may yet be revealed to our consciousness
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when we cultivate the psychic powers which at present lie
dormant within us?

Psychicscience will assist us in this realm of research, and
telepathy, or thought transference, is one of the first and most
significant facts with which we haveto deal. That thought,
cerebrated in the consciousness of one, may be transferred
or reproduced in the brain of another who may, geographic-
ally speaking, be yards or miles away, is now generally
admitted, but it can only be by means of some medium or
connecting link between the two. Wireless telegraphy is
cited as an illustration that there are subtle forces in Nature
which, by the aid of etheric vibrations, recorded on appro-
priate instruments, can convey signals to the operator who
interprets them. But we are dealing with the psychic side
of things, not with mere modes of motion on the outer plane;
with the transference and the reproduction of the image
itself, and not with simple raps; with mental, not physical
movements. We have to deal with the activities of
man’s psychical nature from the spirit side, and while the
physical analogies may lead us to knowledge which, on the
spiritual plane, may help us to interpret these transferences,
we must be careful not to attempt to explain spiritual
experiences by materialistic phenomena. Suppose we recog-
nise that man is a mental or spiritual being, with the power
of cerebrating thought and, by the concentration of his
will, producing a thought-image or picture. The thought-
form thus produced by the determination of his mind
traverses the intermediate psychic atmosphere—the ‘astral
light,’ if you will--until it reaches the mind of an individual
who is in rapport with him, the rate of whose psychic vibra-
tions harmonises with his own. Responsiveness being thus
established, there will follow reception and perception of the
image, the expression of the idea, the manifesting of the
intention of the operator at the other end of the psychic
line. You have many instances of the fact that people who
have never had these psychic experiences in the natural way
have had them induced by what used to be called mesmerism.
By the concentration of the thought of the operator the
subject becomes responsive, sympathy is established, the
rates of vibration in the two individuals become identical.

The operator determines that his subject shall see or do
certain things, or experience certain sensations, and. the im-
pressions are received by the subject and followed out. This
power of the mesmerist goes beyond that of the ordinary
hypnotist, because in the true mesmeric condition the
operator makes no suggestion audible to the subject and yet
the impression is made, the picture seen, the unspoken
thought enacted. Clairvoyance has frequently been induced
in this way, until the subject has become possessed of the
power to enter the perceptive state at will. These facts not
only point us to the psychic potentialities that reside in
the human spirit but they afford us a clue to the method em-
ployed by spirit operators when they control their mediums.

It is not in the power of everyone to produce psychical
impressions on his neighbour, or on all his neighbours. You
may produce them on one but not on another. Certain
people may influence you whereas you may be quite imper-
vious to the influence of others. Why? Because unless
there is that peculiar condition of rapport or psychic
sympathy or unity of vibration, there can be no reciprocity
or community of thought, feeling, or impulse. This sympathy
is not affectional nor intellectual, but psychical. It may
sometimes be set up without any previous study or develop-
ment. Two persons may be naturally en rapport without
any knowledge of the fact that they are psychic beings or
that there is any such subtle relationship. This accounts
for the fact that you are attracted by some and repelled by
others ; this explains why some people exercise a fascination
over their fellows, influencing their minds, sometimes even
to the extent of making them tools and catspaws to do their
will for good or evil. These are matters of daily experi-
ence; but the great trouble is that there is such
profound ignorance with regard to them, and it is in
ignorance that the danger lies, not in knowledge. One
great fact in this connection which everybody should know
is that all human beings can protect themselves against the
intrusion of others’ psychic influences. When they are con-
scious of their power they can concentrate their will, shut
the doors and windows of their personality and refuse to be
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impinged upon or affected by influences other than those
morally helpful and sustaining. Is it not the fact that the
successful business man is often one who, whether he under-
stands the science or not, has the power of bringing his will
force to bear upon the unsuspecting persons with whom he
wishes to do business until they comply with his desires?
On the Stock Exchange, in the mart, the factory and the
shop, aye, in almost all the relations of life, men are con-
stantly directing their psychical powers upon one another
in this way. The successful salesman sells you something
you do not want, but it is not until you have quitted his
store and are free of the ‘ psychological envelope’ in which
he enmeshed you, that you awake to a realisation of the
fact. The successful orator, preacher, reformer, revivalist, is
generally one whose personal magnetism enabies him to
dominate his hearers and relate himself to them on the psy-
chical plane, so that his utterances become to_them hypnotic
suggestions.

Following out the thought of these relationships in their
higher aspects, as, for example, of the beneficial effect of the
healthy, vital magnetism of a certain type of individual on
the sick, Mr. Wallis then dealt with the question of the
psvchical relationship between discarnate and incarnate
minds as exemplified in mediumship. He claimed that the

ysame laws governed the relations between the sensitive and
the spirit operator as between the hypnotist and his subject,
and said : Mediumship is not necessarily spiritual. You
may have mediumship of all kinds. You may have psychical
relationship of a high grade and of a low one. You may
have messages from beyond that shall prove the identity of
spirits, and yet they may come from the hells as well as from
the heavens. You may have messages that shall be to you
evidence of the continuity of life, of the survival of mind, and
yet not minister to your spiritual growth, nor awaken within
you any exalted desire to be of service to God and man. In
a word, you may have psychical sympathy and not spiritual
fellowship, you may have spirit intercourse and not that
spiritual communion which should be the goal of all who seek
for evidences of life beyond the valley of death.
you to recognise this fact because it is so important, because
in one sense it were better to remain in ignorance of your
spirit surroundings than to exchange that ignorance for the
bitter pain and travail of soul through the deeps into which
you may,by reckless self-abandonment to unknown spirit in-
fluences, be plunged. We are not of those who claim that
‘ignorance is bliss ' by any means, and we believe it is our
duty to warn you of the dangers and difficulties that beset
your path ; and we ask you,therefore, to cultivate wisely your
spiritual powers and seek to understand them. We ask you
to bend your energies in the direction of soul progress, to
gain psychic self-mastery and be positive to all influences
calculated to injure you, and receptive to impressions from
and the guidance of, those spirits who are intelligent and
trustworthy. Self-realisation and self-possession on this
plane are the true safeguards. Then the development of
your psychic nature along the lines of spiritual aspiration,
the wise and earnest seeking of the best and the highest, will
bring you happiness beyond compute.

‘But,’ you may say, ‘how are we to doit? How are we
to know if we possess these powers?’ You need first of all
to ground yourself in a recognition of the fact that you are
spirits as well as bodies. You need to be able to say,
‘I am a spirit. I possess a spiritual body—or soul
body—which will enable me to exercise my psychic
powers of reception, perception, and expression, and I can
cultivate and give evidence of those powers. The more I can
understand the spiritual side of my nature, the more I can
lift the veil that hides from me the real, and enter the realm
of causes, principles, and ideas ; the more I can realise these
things on the plane of spiritual self-consciousness, the
more I can become the ruler in my own sphere, and con-
sciously enter into psychical relations with others in or
out; of the body.” Now this is purely a personal matter. It
18 a matter of life-long study and persevering effort for self-
unfoldment. We can understand, though we do not entirely
agree with, those who object to Spiritualism on the ground
that it is largely mechanical and external; that people
depend too much upon spirits instead of developing their
own powers. We, too, hold those Spiritualists culpable
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who anticipate that, by sitting in circles to be spirit
hypnotised or ‘controlled,’ they will attain spiritual
unfoldment, spiritual self-comprehension or the power of
spiritual self-manifestation. Mediumship is no royal road
for the lazy and unthinking into the light and
liberty of spiritual manhood. Nevertheless, those who are
intelligent and aspiring have found that their spiritual
faculties can be liberated by the mesmeric power of operators

_in or out of the body. Some people by such means have dis-

covered that they were mediumistic, and having co-operated
with their spirit friends for their development have nobt
been merely tools in the hands of their controls, but have had
their thought life, purpose life, and love life deepened and
strengthened to a degree and extent impossible except as the
result of the kindly counsel and loving companionship of
their spirit helpers.

One must avoid extremes in these matters and recognise
that there are many ways of reaching Heaven, and it matters
very little which way you travel so long as you get there and
become conscious of your soul life and cultivate the graces as
well as the gifts of the spirit.

Man’s psychic potentialities are practically the same in
every case, but the erpression of those potentialities will
differ according to the conditions organically, the bias, sur-
roundings, and the opportunities afforded for their cultiva-
tion ; and the harmonious home circle is infinitely preferable
to the mixed public promiscuous circle for their development.
Every human spirit is innately pure and divine, but every
spirit in the manifestation of those innate powers will differ
in accordance with the conditions that surround it and affect
its manifestations. The relationships you will sustain one
with the other, the experiences you will have, the results of
your strivings, will depend upon the earnestness and per-
sistence with which you pursue truth, the singleness of
your aim and the purity of your motive. But pure
purpose is not enough. Many people mean well and do
foolish things ; their motives are sincerve, but they lack
judgment, knowledge, self-control,and the wisdom which only
experience can give. Therefore learn, study, investigate.
Keep your soul true to its goal of absolute goodness, like the
needle to the pole. Proceed with pure intent but take every
precaution. Learn to be receptive to the good and true, but
positive to the foolish, vain, undeveloped, mercenary or
malicious people—either in or out of the body. Do not
leave it all to the spirits—meet them half way—let aspira-
tion prepare the conditions for inspiration. No spirit, how-
ever wise, can cause you to transcend your natural
possibilities. He may awaken and stimulate your spirit
perceptions,but he can only use the instrument according to
its natural capacities. You, however, may prepare yourself,
tune yourself, and be ready to respond to the thoughts and
impulses from the good and loving ones on the other side.
Do not be over anxious nor be led into side tracks or by- -
ways ; refuse to be deflected from your purpose by other or
less worthy motives. Mediums are born not made, but sensi-
tiveness may be cultivated or restrained. Mediumship is
not a gift which can be arbitrarily given or withheld, it is a
natural qualification. It is not abnormal except in the sense
that it is not every individual who can experience to the full
the value of spirit guidance or be influenced with the same
degree of success. Just as one musician can give
expression to the soul of harmony to an extent that
others vainly endeavour to reach, so the aptitudes
of peuple on the psychic plane vary. Some people have
natural psychometric power. They weigh, ‘size up, and
measure the people with whom they come in contact almost
at once. Their ‘first impressions’ are generally psychical
or intuitive. Others are naturally clairvoyant, have pos-
sessed the faculty from birth, but have been afraid to trust
or exercise it. So, too, many speakers, although they never
lose consciousness, are aware that they are impelled to say
things they had not intended to utter, that ideas flow into
them, and as these are all natural experiences, everyone can
more or less successfully develop and enjoy some one or
other of these powers of spiritual perception ; and the uncon-
scious phases of mediumship generally lead up to loving
co-operation with the wise and kindly souls of the higher
life to do something to establish the %:’:llowship of man, to
bring knowledge where ignorance now reigns, to banish the

darkness by the light of that spiritual communion which
shall yet be a blessing to the race.
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THE COSMIC CONSCIOUSNESS.

Mr. Edward Carpenter’s new book, ¢ A Visit to a Gnani’
(Chicago : Alice B. Stockham and Co.), introduces us to a
fresh and unprejudiced man’s view of a subject which needs
both freshness and an absence of prejudice. A Giani is
what the Western man would call an expert in Eastern
mysticism. Mr. Carpenter calls him an ‘esoteric teacher
of the ancient religious mysteries,” otherwise called a Guru
or an Adept. This particular specimen, whose acquaintance
Mr. Carpenter made, belonged to the school of South India,
a school which is less democratic and progressive than that
of the Himalayas. He was an elderly man (some seventy
years of age), but lithe and active, gentle and spiritual in
expression but with latent capacities for strenuous and
prolonged talk ; powerfully prophetic but childlike in
manner ; perfectly simple and unembarrassed in every way,
strongly and yet sweetly self-reliant and self-possessed, and
at once at home with anyone: an excellent grammarian
and legalist, with some practical knowledge of medicine
and dietetics ; not a mere dreamer, but given to semi-trance
conditions of absorption, alternating with intense and con-
tinuous teaching: a peaceful, happy man: ‘Sandosham,
Sandosham  eppotham,—joy, always joy’'—was bis own
expression, oft repeated: and yet with a strange glamour
of antiquity about him: ‘I found it difficult,” says Mr.
Carpenter, ‘to believe that I was in the end of the nine-
teenth century, and not three or four thousand years back
among the sages of the Vedic race ; and indeed, the more I
saw of this Guru the more I felt persuaded (and still feel)
that in general appearance, dress, mental attitude and so
forth, he probably resembled to an extraordinary degree
those ancient teachers whose tradition is still handed
down.’

This rather odd blend must have been keenly interest-
ing. The antique air of this engaging personality was
probably a good deal helped by the very instructive fact
that Mr. Carpenter found this deep thinker and profound
sage more ignorant than the average English Board School
child, in relation to such great elementary facts as the
rotundity of the earth, the theory of eclipses and the path
and place of the sun. ‘About modern theories of sub-
merged continents and lower races in the far past he did
not appear to know anything or to have troubled his head.’
‘His views of astronomy, physiology, chemistry, politics
and the rest were entirely unmodified by Western Thought
and Science.” His views on these subjects had come down
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through a long line of oral tradition continually reinforced
by references to the sacred books, from a most remote
antiquity.

We specially refer to this because it has an important
bearing upon the whole subject of Theosophy in so far as it
is the child of the philosophy of the East. That philosophy,
however subtile and in some respects ethically pure, had its
roots in ignorance of nature and human nature, and largely
dealt with arbitrary and purely imaginative theories,
spun from the inner consciousness of dreamers. Modern
Theosophy, with scientific knowledge behind it, and socio-
logical ideas based upon the laws of human life to help it,
has constructed a bridge between the East and the West, but,

~in doing so, a considerable quantity of the material used is

perishable, as is rapidly being made manifest.

Here we can at once see the uses and the dangers of
what is called ¢the cosmic consciousness.” An unfriendly
critic might say that the cosmic consciousness is simply
dissipated thought,—solid thought gradually converted into
diffused gas: and there is just a touch of truth in that. The
cosmic consciousness, rightly and fully attained, would put
one in full and right relations with all that exists. Hence
envy and anxiety, hate and fear, self and sin would
evaporate with the intensified personal and self-regarding
consciousness ; but, until this perfect attainment were
achieved, the evaporating thinker would be simply moony,
unpractical, inexact,—a dreamer or a babbler, more or less
an object of curiosity.

Even this exceptional Guru revealed such a condition
of mind. Says Mr. Carpenter : * When I expostulated with
the Guru about those, to us, crudities of Astrology, and
about such theories as that of the flat earth, the causes of
cclipses, &c., bringing the most obvious arguments to attack
his position —he did not meet me with any arguments,
being evidently unaccustomed to deal with the matter on
that plane at all ; but simply replied that these things had
been seen “in pure consciousness,” and that they were so.’
In time, the evaporated mind does not trouble itself about
so-called facts. ‘I think it, and it is,” is sufficient—and
fatal.

$The yogi,’” says Mr. Carpenter, ‘learns—either from
habit or from actual experience of a superior order of
consciousness—so to despise matters belonging to the
thought-world that he really does not care whether a
statement is true or false, in the mundane sense.’

Persons living in this ‘ cosmic consciousness’ must be in
constant danger of taking their own notions as cosmic
verities, and then endorsing them as infallible disclosures.
Hence the strange fecundity of Theosophy in the matter of
mapping out the Universe and Man. Setting forth one of
these schemes,—this Guru’s own or his school’s—Mr.
Carpenter says—and of how many similar schemes could
it be said !—¢ This is all very neat and compact. Unfortu-
nately it shares the artificial character which all systems
of philosophy have, making it quite impossible to accept
any of them. I think our friend quite recognised this, for
more than once he said, and quoted the sacred books to the
same effect, that “Everything which can be thought is
untrue.” In this respect the Indian philosophy altogether
excels our Western systems (except the most modern). It
takes the bottom out of its own little bucket in the most
impartial way.’

Mr. Carpenter sets forth fully the methods of attaining
the cosmic state ; and into these we should like to enter, if
space permitted. Suffice it to say that it turns largely upon
the suppression of Thought, or perhaps we might say the
repression and regulation of Thought. Viewed in one way,
this is a sort of mental suicide : viewed in another way, it
is mental mastery of vagrant and intruding thoughts—¢a
consummation devoutly to be wished.” A fruitful subject!
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