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quite new way, and boldly puts into line Dr. Wilder, Dr.
Franz Hartmann and Eva Best. No one can complain of
want of variety. Eva Best can be very charming, and the
learned philosophers very thought-provoking.

Our energetic friend, Moses Hull, is covered with war-
paint in his tremendous attack upon Talmage in ‘The
Banner of Light’: but he ‘ keeps his head.” His remarks
on ‘necromancy’ are as sound as they are lively. Here is
the closing paragraph : —

Let us try it once more ; necromancy is ‘ consulting with
the dead—especially dead prophets’—See Groves’ Greek
Lexicon. Jesus, notwithstanding this inhibition, took three
of his friends upon a hill, and hel§ a night séance with Moses
and Elias. Did Jesus in this act violate this law, or did he
not? If he did not, then it is not a violation of this law
to talk with the dead ; but if he did violate the law, then he
sinned, or he did not sin, in thus breaking the law. If he
broke the law without sin, then it is no sin to break the
law, and you are wrong in your condemnation of Spirit-
ualists for breaking the law. On the other hand, if it was a
sin to break the law, then Jesus was a sinner ; Jesus being
a sinner, must die for his own sins ; having his own sins to
die for he could by no possibility die for yours. Thus, away
goes the Calvinistic system of salvation, then away go
Calvinists, marching off hand in hand with the naughty
Spiritualists to hell.  Doctor, I am sorry for you, but that is
just where your logic lands you. Your only salvation from
your own logic is to get into the spiritualistic ark of safety.

THE REV. H. R. HAWEIS’ ADDRESS.

We much regret having been unable to meet the demand
for ¢ LicHT’of the 5th inst., containing the report of Mr.
Haweis’ address to the London Spiritualist Alliance on
¢ Spiritualism and Christianity.” We printed a number of
that issue far in excess of our usual requirements, but these
all went speedily, and friends who had deferred their orders
were consequently disappointed. We are pleased, however,
to be able to state that the Alliance have decided to reprint
the Address in pamphlet form, and copies will be ready in
the course of a few days. They will be published at a penny
each, or three half-pence post free. Spiritualist societies
would do well to disseminate them freely, especially
amongst ministers of the various religious denominations ;
and to enable them to do so copies will be supplied at the
rate of a hundred for five shillings, carriage paid. Orders
should be sent to the secretary of the London Spiritualist
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London, W.C.

A REMARKABLE HEALER.

‘The Harbinger of Light’says: ‘ Another Slatter seems
to have arisen in Montevideo, where a wealthy Spaniard
named Don Ramon Penades, discovered, about two years
ago, that he possessed a marvellous faculty for healing, by
the mere laying on of his hands for from one to five minutes.
We learn from the “Constancia,” of Buenos Aires, that “El
Diario,” the leading daily newspaper in Montevideo, speaks
in the most enthusiastic terms of his wonderful gift and its
beneficent action ; and enumerates about forty persons be-
longing to the highest social circles in that city, who have
been completely cured of paralysis, gout, chronic rheumatism,
neuralgia, sciatica, acute artritis, and other maladies, by
mere manual contact. A gudge of the Supreme Court,
officers in the army, ladies of high standing in Montevideo,
eagerly bear testimony to the seeming miracles which have
been wrought on their behalf ; and of course the poor are
not overlooked. Dr. Gonzalez, a member of the medical
faculty, publishes a letter of thanks to Don Ramon Penades,
full of emotion. His wife had been suffering atrocious tor-
tures for twelve years ; and, he writes : “This gentleman
came to my house one blessed day, laid his hand upon her,
and told her to arise and walk !—requested her to go down
stairs and she did so! And now she can ascend the stairs,
and go and come and run, so that we can scarcely believe the
evidence of our own eyes. Full of joy, she is now upright
and healthy.” Speaking of her own case, she said : “ Ah !
siv, I prayed to God that I might die. For the last month I
have had no more suffering. How wonderful! To think
that I was in continual pain, without being able to eat or
sleep ; and that since this man touched me with his blessed
hand, my pain is for ever gone.” Up to the time of her cure,
this iady ad been so paralysed that she was unable to
move a limb,’
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MAN’S PLACE IN NATURE.

By CHARLES DAWBARN, SAN LEANDRO, CAL.

Newton’s discovery of the outworking of gravitation left
a great unknown quantity in his demonstrated fact of the
attraction existing between distant bodies. No one could
imagine how the sun was holding his planets by a force
active in what was supposed to be a vast vacuum called
‘gpace. But the fact itself was there, so the questions con-
tinued until, at last, a satisfactory answer has been obtained.
Space may, and does, appear to be empty, but it is now dis-
covered to be full of a substance called ‘ether.’ And
herein is, at last, an opportunity for a man to learn some-
thing of himself and his own powers, since he himself, like
everything else,lives and has his being amidst this wondrous,
all-penetrating ether, and is subject to its laws. In most
respects we discover that ether is the very opposite of
matter. Tt is so rigid that it holds the planets to their play
around the sun, which requires more force than if there were
a steel rod attached to every square inch of the earth’s sur-
face. So ether is more rigid than steel, and yet it produces
absolutely no friction. It has not retarded the motion of
our earth by even one second in ten thousand years. Since
heat is arrested motion, we discover that this wonderful
ether cannot itself be heated. The temperature of space is
thus absolutely zero. Ether has waves, both longitudinal
and transverse, by which energy travels before it is trans-
muted into light, heat, &c., in the friction of our atmosphere.
And it is to-day a generally accepted fact that matter itself
is composed of ‘little whirls,’ existing as modes of motion
of the ether itself, and of course subject to its laws.

These interesting facts are now accessible to every
student, and are already taught in our schools and colleges.
I have thus alluded to them because I find therein a key to
certain of the mysterious limitations that encompass a mortal
in his earth life. It is from that standpoint I am proposing
to study them in this article. I want to find out, if T can,
more about both the limitations and the powers of manhood
in its earth life.

Man has been accepting things for just what they seem
to be, and we know, from sad experience, that Nature leaves
him to grope in the dark until he invents his own tallow
candle. We have further discovered that man is subject to
the laws of both matter and ether. He is really a compound
of both. Certain of his senses are expressions in matter,
while others work only through ether. Philosophy has not
yet grasped the import of this, or of its effect upon man-
hood, so the student reader and T will try and blaze a path
for ourselves through this forest of the unknown.

The limitations of man the mortal appear hopeless to the
worshipper of matter. Indeed, in his Mathematics of the
Probable he first takes the real manhood out of man, and
then reduces him to an equation. He calls this the Law of
Averages. He will take a large city and tell you how many
will die next year, and how many will be sick and get well.
He knows how many children will be born, and how many
will die. He will also tell you the names of the diseases
which will kill them. He will not only tell you how many
will get married, but knows how many will commit suicide,
and will describe the methods by which they will individu-
ally leap out into the unknown. In a myriad other details
he will show you man in the swaddling clothes of his own
surroundings. And this scientific calculator is usually
marvellously correct. (ive him statistics long enough and
broad enough and he will absolutely prove that man the
mortal is really the slave of destiny. But both the man and
his calculator are gauging their lives by the limitations of
matter. Some day these limitations will not work, and that
will be when man knows more of his own powers which
work and manifest in the ether.

Now let us look a little deeper into manhood, and its
place in Nature. We have three factors to take into con-
sideration :(—(1) Man ; (2) Matter ; (3) Ether. :

Man’s contact with his surroundings and expression of
his own intelligence is by means of sensory and motor
nerves. To realise what this means we must here, for a few
moments, fall back upon the laws of vibration as taught in
our schools and colleges. Let a pendulum swing with
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measured beat, and the student will discover that eighty
such movements in a second will produce a sound which
he calls ‘tone,’ and is the very deepest bass his sense of
hearing can grasp. As the pendulum swings more and more
rapidly, the ‘ tone’ will ascend the scaletill it at last vanishes
into silence. His mortal limit has been reached in that
direction. Some fifty or sixty thousand vibrations in one
second have been recorded, and even echo has ceased. The
silence marks the end of the possible power of hearing with
mortal ear. Now comes a tremendous gap wherein the
scientist finds no foothold, even for his imagination. Fancy
that pendulum increasing its speed, faster and faster, till it
has reached four hundreds of millions of millions of vibrations
in one second, and mortal man once again senses its move-
ment, but this time not as sound but as colour. He calls
his first vision red. Then, following the chromatic scale a
few more hundreds of millions of millions of vibrations, he
first senses violet, and then becomes blind. He has dis-
covered that on one side of his sight-limit heat rays sparkle
and burn, and he guesses to-day that beyond the other
boundary is the home of the X ray, which laughs at the so-
called invisible. But what of that huge gap which has
never been claimed by man? Intelligence has accepted and
acknowledged sense limitation as the foundation of
personality. Personality is, of course, itself a limitation of
manhood, and the finite will always be limited. But herein
is the trouble. It is all right and natural that manhood
should have powers that commence at one end and finish off
at the other ; but why there should be a huge gap in the
middle is the mystery, or rather the problem, waiting a
reasonable explanation.

Give a musician a piano with just a couple of notes at
one end, and part of an octave at the other, as all he can
use, and you will have but poor attempts at melody, and a
great deal of disharmony as the result. Now suppose a
visitor from some other and more favoured planet were to
see such an instrument, and learn that it expressed man’s
limitation, he would at once infer that there were notes and
octaves somewhere that could and might fill up the gap, and
let the soul of the musician sing its higher melodies. The
visitor would say to the mortal, ‘ You have been accepting
this gap as made by natural law, whereas your effort should
be to reach out from either end of your instrument, adding
note to note, and at every discovery increasing the
musician’s power of expression” Among those he addressed
there would be two classes of minds, alike interested. One
would say, ‘ The gap in our instrument is God’s design. Let
it alone. Religion forbids your meddling.” The other class
would simply keep toiling on, finding a new note now and
then, until, perhaps, a whole octave had been gained in the
pame and by the efforts of science. But even then the
awful gap remains as a disheartening fact, and practically
unchanged. The idea of a piano is itself a limitation. TLet
the reader think of an instrument a mile long, with mortal
man sounding a few notes at each end, and a great silence
between. He will then realise morve clearly this great gap,
and what it means to himself and others. Man is an Ego,
ever seeking to express himself by every means at his dis-
posal, and, speaking for myself and the reader, Ego rebels
at a limitation which may, after all, be one of ignorance
only. Man is continuing to accept things for what they
appear to be, at least until he finds out to the contrary.
Thus to-day he calls himself ‘lord of creation,’ although he
can only use a few notes at cach end of his sense instrument,
and has an awful gap of emptiness between one end and the
other. This is the position which T want to discuss and
examine, with a divine discontent at my own limitation.

Space has long been counted as filled with nothingness.
Five or six miles’ climb from ocean’s level left man gasping
for breath, and a mile or two further was the limit even to
bird life. Man has now discovered that space is full—
absolutely full, without even a tiny crack—of a substance
which is the reality of the All in All, and of which matter is
but the passing shadow. Man, in his ignorance, had talked
of empty space between sun, planet, and distant star. It
was for him just one of the huge gaps, like the one we are
noting in sense limitation, only very much larger. Man, the
student and explorer, now knows there is no gap at all, but
just a solid roadway, over which the trained mind may
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travel back and forth. With his telescopic and spectroscopic
motor-waggon, man now wends his way to and fro, stopping,
if he please, at comet and asteroid way-stations. Or, if he
so choose, he travels inward to further and further homes of
intelligence and activity. With such experiences the scientist
now tells us the great gap in space was imagination, and
born of ignorance. But all the same that scientist does not
yet dare to deny the gap in his own sense limit, which
leaves him a few thousands of vibrations on one shore, with
millions of millions on the other, and all between just nothing
at all. At this point the careful student may find a thought
of comfort. Ile now knows, as a fact, that the space between
planet and star is filled with ether waves, vibratory with
energy. IBut man himself is immersed in ether as much as
is sun, planet or star ; so there can be no more vacuum for him
than for space. His senses are merely manifestations of his
own divine energy. At one end the coarse atmosphere
vibrates for him into sound. At the other end he discovers
ether waves vibrating with beauty and love. But there is—
there can be—no gap between, since ether is the universal
All in All,; and man himself lives in it, movesin it, and thinks
in it. The gap has been the imagination of ignorance—the
auto-suggestion which has held him in the same quicksand
which held and buried his grandfather. But, all the same,
the fact remains to-day that man does not seem to have
gained many octaves out of the millions that lay between
his hearing and his sight. This both demands and justifies
a careful examination of manhood itself, in the light of the
recent discovery that Nature has no such thing as a vacuum,
or even a crevice, in her whole system.

(7o be continued.)

RUSKIN ON MINISTERING SPIRITS.

A correspondent asked the question, ¢ Was Mr. Ruskin a
Spiritualist 7’ in our issue for February 10th, but received
no response to his inquiry. The ¢ Harbinger of Light,” just
received from Melbourne, gives a striking extract from his
writings and introduces it in the following terms :—

‘In the third volume of “Preterita,” by the late John
Ruskin, published so lately as last year, au«i’ab page 141, the
writer explicitly avows himself a Spiritualist. Speaking of
“the ocean gods of Solway, and the mountain gods of
Cheviot,” in the book and at the place mentioned, he thus
expresses himself :(—

¢“T must here once for all explain distinctly to the most
matter-of-fact reader, the sense in which, throughout all my
carnest writing of the last twenty years, I use the plural
word ‘gods.” I mean by it the totality of spiritual powers,
delegated by the Lord of the universe to do, in their several
heights or oflices, parts of His will respecting men, or the
world that man is imprisoned in ;j—not as myself knowing,
or in security believing, that there are such, but in meekness
accepting the testimony and belief of all ages, to the presence,
in heaven and carth, of angels, principalities, thrones and the
like—with genii, fairvies, or spirits ministering and quardian,
or destroying or tempting ; or aiding good work and inspir-
ing the mightiest. For all these, I take the general word
¢ gods,” as the best understood in all languages, and the truest
and widest in meaning, including the minor ones of seraph,
cherub, ghost, wraith, and the like ; and myself’ knowing jor
an indisputable fact, that no true happiness erists, nor s any
qood work cver done by hwman cveatures, but (n the sense or
onagination. of such presences.”’

From the passage ‘not as myself knowing, or in security
believing, that there are such,” it would appear that he did
not speak from experience, and therefore was not a Spirit-
ualist in our sense of the term, but that he accepted the fact
of the ministrations of spirits as an act of faith.

THE PARIS CONGRESS.

We hope that those of our friends who find it convenient
to do so, will, in arranging for their summer holidays, avail
themselves of the opportunity of visiting Paris during the
session of the Spiritualist Congress to be held in that city
from September 17th to the 25th ; and we shall be glad if
Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist Alliance
who propose to attend will intimate their intention to us at
the earliest convenient opportunity.
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A QUESTION AND AN HYPOTHESIS.

In connection with the article headed ¢ A Question and
an Hypothesis’ the following case of the sudden decomposi-
tion of the body is of interest. It is reported by M. Camille
Flammarion in his recent work ¢ L’ Inconnu et les Problémes
Psychiques.’

A flash of lightning killed a labourer as he wasin the act
of conveying a piece of bread to his mouth. Someone
approached and touched the body, whereupon 1t fell to
cinders ; but the clothes remained intact. The electrical
conditions in this case produced sudden decomposition of
the hydro-carbon, unaccompanied by the ordinary process
of decay, leaving the clothing that had been about the body
undisturbed. A.B.C.

Your correspondent ‘ H. A.D.,” in the article entitled, ‘ A
Question and an Hypothesis, propounds a problem of
considerable interest.

Without entering directly upon a consideration of his
inquiry,  What causes the disintegration of a dead body?’
may I be allowed to quote what seems to me an exceedingly
suggestive and (in this connection) pertinent passage from a
little work by Andrew Jackson Davis, entitled, ‘The
Philosophy of Death’?

Dr. Davis in this work graphically describes the interior
gide of a death scene as clairvoyantly perceived by him at
the bedside of a dying patient. As the separation of the
spirit from the physical organism became complete, the seer
thus records what he beheld :—

¢ And here I perceived what I had never before obtained
a knowledge of, that a small portion of this vital electrical
element [vital electricity] returned to the deserted body im-
mediately subsequent to the separation of the umbilical cord;
and that that portion of this element which passed back
into the earthly organism instantly diffused itself through
the entire structure, and thus prevented immediate
decomposition.’

In other accounts, which I have read or heard of, the death
process this phenomenon of the return to the body of a
certain portion of the vital fluid has been likewise described,
and it has been added that but for this fact the decomposi-
tion of the body would be greatly accelerated, if not, indeed,
swift and immediate. From which it would appear that the
vital forces are not only animating, but also integrating
principles. D. G.

In answer to ‘A Question and an Hypothesis,” by
‘H. A. D, I should like to be permitted to say a few words.
Physical scientists have practically been brought to the
conclusion that matter is not what it appears to our senses ;
that no particle of matter has been found so small that it
might not be further sub-divided ; that all matter, howsoever
ponderous and solid it may appear, is constantly in a state
of motion as regards its own atoms ; that the Roentgen or
X Ray has demonstrated all this in a remarkable manner,
causing, in its more perfected application through photo-
graphy, animal tissue, for instance, to almost entirely dis-
appear from view ; and leaving the appearance of the bones
as merely more or less dense shadows. What does all this
evidence tend to prove other than that all physical mani-
festation is nothing but the eternal and universal substance
called ‘Ether’ in various rates of vibration? ‘Thought’ is
the power which manipulates and controls this ether ; and
no physical condition exists but which is the result of
‘Thought” In a modified and automatic manner this
power is exercised by all sentient life; for example,
animal and insect life, in cases too numerous and well-
known to need mentioning, demonstrate its power. The
instinctive thought of the insect or animal to hide itself
from its natural enemies, causes its shape or colour to change
with its changing habitat. The hare of the northern
regions, for instance, the moment the ground is covered
with its winter mantle of snow, feels itself a too palpable
object of attraction to all its foes ; and forthwith the power
of thought commences to demonstrate itself by the changing
of its fur to the snowy whiteness of its surroundings. And,
as regards man, we all know, and too well sometimes, what
‘thought’ can do for us ; how instantly the entire body is
changed or injured by a thought of intense fear or anger.
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All this is what may be termed the automatic power of
thought ; and we are hereby brought to the consideration of
its power in the hands of more perfected control up to the
omnipotence of Divinity itself. Now comes, to my mind,
the answer to the question of ‘H. A.D.

All matter is subject to laws appertaining to the plane of
physical existence ; therefore, under those laws, minerals
would be disintegrated and resolved to their original element
by the action of oxygen ; and all vegetable and anima.
tissues, after what is called ‘death, are resolved by the
action of yeast germs, producing first, fermentation ; secondly,
acidification ; and finally, decomposition.

The power of ‘thought,” however, is the universal law
which is above and has control over physical laws ; and in
so far as man learns to livein accordance with that universal
law, which is the law of Love and not ‘bloodshed and
slaughter,’ will the omnipotent power of thought-control be
gradually manifested. As the writer, ‘ H. A. D.,” instances,
Jesus and many others, from time to time, have possessed
and demonstrated its powers.

Again, under the severest test conditions at various
manifesting séances, the application of the power has been
over and over again demonstrated by matter having been
passed through matter ; to do which it was necessary to
temporarily dissolve the ‘vibrations’ which composed the
physical substances in question. Another instance is afforded °
by the experiments of Colonel de Rochas, as shown by the
reproduction of the photographs issued some time since as a
supplement to ‘LicHT.” The last illustration is that of the
girl whilst in a deep mesmeric trance and under the in-
fluence of music. The head, hands, and part of the arms had
dissolved and resolved into vivid bands of light; which
means that her vibrations, being no longer under her own
thought control, were subject to the temporarily dominating
power exercised upon her by the mesmeriser and combined
in a wonderful manner with the effect of music. As soon,
however, as that power and influence were removed, did her
original vibrations, or, in other words, normal appearances,
re-establish themselves.

How to gain perfect thought-control should be the aim
and religion of every human being ; but it must never be
forgotten that it is only possible in so far as the law of
universal Love is absolutely obeyed. We, therefore, can
form a tolerably fair idea of how near, or rather, how far we
are from the enjoyment of such power, which is ours by
inherent right, when we for a moment glance around upon
the so-called civilised and religious portion of mankind of
the present day.

One word further. It must not be imagined that the
possession of this power of perfect ‘thought-control’ will
or can subvert physical laws. Man must first learn to obey
the laws of his physical being in their entirety, which of a
necessity include the moral laws, before he will gain any
degree of it much above the automatic power possessed, as
before stated, by all sentient life.

J. F. DARLEY.

‘THE SPIRITUAL REVIEW.’

Number One of the new and enlarged series of Mr. J. J.
Morse’s monthly magazine gives promise of a useful and,
we trust, prosperous career for this latest addition to the
literature of Spiritualism in this country. The articles have
been well selected and the contents generally are sufficiently
varied to meet the requirements of well-nigh all classes of
readers. The Editor gives a kindly and appreciative sketch,
and presents with each copy of the ‘Review’ a portrail
Prmted on plate paper, of Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, Editor o

Licut,” and President of the London Spiritualist Alliance.
The printer’s ‘reader’ has not been as careful as is n
and there are other signs of hasty production, but these wil
doubtless be remedied in subsequent issues. This laudable
endeavour on the part of Mr. Morse to provide the move-
ment with a good Review, deserves to succeed, and we trust

he will be adequately supported so as to secure that
desirable result.

Occurrists’ DEFENCE LEAGUE.—The first annual general
meeting of this league will be held at Turner’s Restaurant,
16, Todd-street (near Victoria Station), Manchester, on Wed-
nesday, May 23rd, at 3.45 p.m., when 1t is hoped that there
will be a full attendance of members and friends.

ol
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SOME INTERESTING SEANCES.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

L

I return again to the case of C. dealt with by me in
‘LieaT’ of December last. Very soon after its publication
I had a letter from my military friend abroad, to whom I
always forward a copy of ‘ LicHT,’ informing me that he had
recognised the person there referred to by the circumstances
attending his sudden transition, and the letter went on to
*  inquire if, among the officers killed in the present war who
have returded and showed themselves to the medium, the
eldest son of C., a captain in a certain regiment, who was
killed in one of the recent battles, had not come back and
disclosed his identity. My correspondent at the same time
informed me that he had, when in this country, been on
intimate terms with this young and promising officer, and,
in short, he wanted any news 1 could give him on the sub-
ject. Down to the present date (May 4th) Captain C. has
not been one of the ‘ghostly visitors’ to the clairvoyante,
i although she has had a succession of reappearances by a
s considerable number of officers and some non-commissioned
men who have been slain in the war, whose names I duly
y forwarded to the Editor of ‘Licar’ I may also state
that before receiving the letter from abroad above referred
to, I was aware of the death of Captain C., and of his
relationship to the deceased gentleman dealt with in my
formerarticle ; but I had carefully refrained from informing
themedium of the fact just because I expected C. would in all
probability bring his officer son back with him the next
) time he visited her. Well, the unexpected always, or almost
always, happens in Spiritualism, for Captain C. has never

; but, strange to say, his father, during the
month of March (I kept no note of the date), reappeared one
day to the medium, asked after my welfare, said nothing as
to any member of his family, and particularly made no
mention of his son having been killed in action, but con-
tinved to ‘harp’ on the old case of ‘B—— ». T——, in
which he appeared to have been so profoundly interested,
and in which perjury, according to his view, had been com-
} mitted by one of the leading witnesses, thus causing a virtual
. miscarriage of justice; and C. further appeared profoundly
. gratified when the medium informed him that I had dis-
. covered and read up the case, although it was not in the
law reports. In short, the whole communications from C.
in March were simply a sequel to his former visit to the
' l:;d;lum and written message to me thereafter penned

er.

This visit of C. and his silence as to his son bothered me
very much, because I reasoned from a ‘ human’ standpoint
that if we are ‘encompassed about by a cloud of witnesses’
| surely C. would be watching his son on the battlefield, and

would be concerned at his early transition, and he ought

certainly at least to be cognisant of his son having been
shot dead by a Mauser bullet while storming the trenches in

Cape Colony at the head of his company. I therefore took

the earliest opportunity of putting the case before my

sister-in-law, Miss Jane T. (a bright and most intellectual

spirit), who came to me at my first séance with Mrs. Tread-
| well in April last (afterwards to be detailed) ; and her reply
was to the effect that C. was in all probability too much
concerned with his own spiritual surroundings and condi-
tions to take any thought regarding those left behind ; at
least, that was often the case ; and it was more than pro-
bable that this personage was as yet unaware that his son
had ‘joined the great majority.’ As she assured me, ‘our
rules regarding life in the beyond are not like those pre-
valent on the earth, but depend entirely on the spiritual
001.ldition of each entity as he or she comes over to us.’
With this explanation I must meantime be content ; but I
have warned the medium that if C.again returns she is to
inform him that his son, Captain C., has passed on, and told
her to ask him if he has known the fact and when it came
h.hl! cognisance. I now come to the first séance had by me
this spring with Mrs. Treadwell, in her house at St. John’s
Wood ; but to deal with this requires another article.

(Zo be continued.)

.
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THE FRENCH PSYCHICAL JOURNALS.

‘Revue Spirite’ contains a notice of M. Flammarion’s
new book, ‘ L'Inconnu et les Problémes Psychiques.” From
this review we quote the following passage :—

‘After wise, judicious and learned reflections on the
various causes in operation in the collection of phenomena
which present themselves for the consideration of investi-
gators, M. Flammarion concludes that it is possible to see
without eyes, and to hear without ears, not by means of the
hyperwesthesia of the ordinary senses of sight and hearing—
the cases under observation contradict that hypobhesis—gut
by an interior sense, psychic and mental. Not only does this
interior vision see what occurs at a distance, but it can cog-
nise in advance what will occur in the future. “The
future” (this is quoted from the author himself) “exists
potentially, determined by causes which produce succeeding
effects. Positive observation proves tge existence of a
psychic world, as real as the world known to our senses.”’

M. Camille Flammarion’s volume contains 186 cases of
apparitions of the dying seen by witnesses awake ; 70 cases
of apparitions of the dying, when the observer was asleep ;
57 cases of thought-transference, without the concurrence
of the physical senses ; 49 of vision at a distance in sleep or
in the somnambulistic state ; 76 premonitory dreams and
divinations of the future ; altogether 453 cases.

¢ Annales des Sciences Psychiques,” for March-April, con-
tains the following narrative :—

“On Tuesday, May 25th, 1897, at eight o'clock in the
morning, Mme. de Lagenest, during the absence of her maid,
was making her bed in her apartment, rue du Gros-Noyes,
when, in front of her on the other side, she saw her uncle, M.
Bonnamy, who lived at Loché (near Loches), whom she
thought to be in good health. She saw him smile con-
tentedly, but as the apparition fatigued her Mme. de
Lagenest passed to the other side of the bed, hoping to escape
it. To her great surprise, she then saw her uncle in the
place she had quitted. She then spoke to him, asking
why he had come, without obtaining any reply from the
apparition, which continued to smile, looking kindly at her.
To escape from this gaze which disturbed her, attributing the
phenomenon to hallucination, Mme. de Lagenest descended
to the apartments on the rez-de-chaussée and entered her
husband’s study. The same phantom stood before her.
“ But, my uncle, why have you come ? Are you dead then ?”
The apparition disappeared immediately after Mme.
Lagenest had said these words.

‘The lady took a turn in the garden to recover from the
emotion which affected her, and half an hour later, hearing
the doorbell in the street, without having seen anyone
arrive, she said to the servant who was mear her : “Go and
fetch the telegram which arrives ; my uncle is dead.” This
was correct ; M. Bonnamy had died at 1.15 a.m. on the
morning of May 25th, at Loché.

‘The vision, Mme. de Lagenest thinks, lasted ten minutes
It caused her excessive fatigue, which only passed off late in
the evening. ‘(Signed‘B F. Boproux.’

The fatigue might be due to emotion merely ; but it

might also be due to the fact that Mme. L.’s psychic force
was drawn upon for the manifestation of the apparition.

LITTLE BY LITTLE.

“ Little by little” as on we go,
Tiny the seeds by the way we sow.
Inch by inch the seedlings grow ;
Reaper—the meadow is fit to mow.

“Little by little ” creeps on the bark—
Starless the sky and the night is dark.
Slow but sure-—hark ! skip&?r, hark,
To the bell buoy’s toll!  We are near our mark.

“Little by little” we fight the foe ;
Weary the march through the slush and snow.
Night by night in the bivouac glow
ounting the hours for the final blow.

“Little by little” each wood and rill,
River and hamlet, the landscape fill.
Step by step to the top, until )
e reach our goal and have climbed the hill !

“Little by little ” we plod along,
The sharp-cut stones and the ruts among.
Day by day we grow more strong,
Thanking God, though the fight be long.

H M. J.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE SPIRIT.

The special need of the hour is clear thinking concerning
the genesis of the human spirit, and in the light of the
fundamental fact that Evolution has produced mind as well
as body by a process of modification through experience
and environment. This alone will enable us to escape the
grip of Materialism and to thread our way amid the
entanglements of Theosophy. Science, we are told, is the
handmaid of Religion: and Science may be and one day
will be the best friend of the Spiritualist. Through a right
understanding of the doctrine of Evolution, we shall arrive
at an understanding of the way in which God is creating
man a living soul.

Now there are, of course, various planes or stages of
mind,—from the stage occupied by the sensitive plant to
the stage occupied by a Plato, a Mozart or a Tennyson.
Man has been rather egotistical and arbitrary as to mind.
The human animal has long hesitated to grant the posses-
sion of mind to his poor relations, ‘the lower animals,” as
he is fond of calling them. He has consented to attribute
to them ‘instinct’ ; and, because he could never attach any
particular meaning to the word, he made a present of it to
these ‘lower animals’ But does he know what reason is,
or mind, or spirit, or soul ? Our wisest and most logical
course might be to make these words very flexible, and,
for instance, to recognise mind wherever we perceive
receptivity and responsiveness. From the insectivorous
plants which seem to display many of the characteristics
of mind, and of a curiously subtile mind, up and on through
countless grades to our great philosophers, musicians and
poets, we may trace the marvellous unfoldings of this
mystic power. Who or what it is that starts the process
we do not know. We may call Him or It, ‘God,” or
¢ Nature,’ or ‘ Father,’ or ¢ The Power, not ourselves.” What
does it matter ? What matters is that, behind all this
seeming tangle of antagonistic forces and semi-tragic
experiences, there is a seeming Purpose and a Will,—and a
Purpose and a Will which seem to be quite adequate for all
that ¢ Evolution ’ means.

The soul has not pre-existed, but all the powers it
possesses, and all the vital experiences of which it is the
embodiment, have. If anyone chooses to say that the soul
proceeds from God, no fault can be found with that so long
as God is identified with that infinite ocean of life-forces
from which all modes of manifestation of life proceed. ‘The
soul, as such,’ says a modern thinker, ‘does truly arise for
the first time in man. But its elements have pre-existed,
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originally as simple mind-stuff, and at a later stage as
lower mind-structures ; and finally, so long as we bear in
mind the material character of mind-stuff, we may in this
sense correctly speak of the soul as a product of universal
spirit.” In that sense, God is a necessary inference : but
Evolution is His instrument, and the unbroken earthly
order indicates His method : and reincarnation is only the
return of, or the persistence of, fresh complexities of
character, acquired by heredity, by means of which God
slowly secures the creation and education of the race.

This view was most significantly set forth some time
ago at the University of Glasgow by Dr. John Cleland,
Professor of Anatomy, as the following very original
passage will show :—

The largest feature in the evolution of both plants and
animals consisted in that which was simple passing into the
manifold, and the manifold being compacted together in a
higher unity. And, however imperfectly zoologists might
yet agree as to the evolutions in detail in different parts of
the animal kingdom, it is plain that in the human form an
organism has at last appeared constituting an abode of
intelligence such as existed in no other, and that in man
alone intelligence reached the capability of ascending
beyond the wants of the physical organism in the contempla-
tion of abstract truth. That organism has not improved
with the progress of discovery in modern science, but is
at least as complete in the heroes of antiquity as in those of
recent times. 1t is surely, then, an assumption to suppose
that evolution as distinguished from variation in animal
forms must go on unchecked till astronomic change shall
have ended the capability of this world to support life. It
is far move probable that the evolutions of the future
are to be sought in realms with which the zoologist
acknowledges that he has nothing to do.

But this notable passage takes us at once farther afield,
for it pictures not only the emergence of the soul on the
earth-plane but its evolution out of and beyond the body
into a more congenial sphere. And is not this eminently
reasonable ?  On any theory of Nature or God, the laws of
Evolution and Continuity come out as the certainties of
the Universe: and these, any way, are unspeakably grand
asunfolding the successive Acts of a stupendous progressive
Drama. But what a ridiculous absurdity the whole fizzles
into when we conclude that as the whole began without
plan so the whole will end without purpose—alike begin-
ning and ending in mindlessness ! It has been well said :—

In Schopenhauer’s quasi-Buddhistic phi]oso%hy we find
an apparent breach of continuity in the chain which begins
with the Unconscious, and which goes on, evolvingly, until
quite suddenly the flash of conscious Intellect lights up the
universe. Schopenhauer’s ethics are sublime and pure, but
dogmatically his system is like most forms of Buddhistic
philosophy, not only atkeistic, but also akosmic. If the Un-
conscious 18 the Be%inning, and the nirvdnic Unconsciousness
the end, what is the use of going through the farce of this
evolutionary waltz, which ends where it began, and which
ought not to have begun at all, and which can only be par-
doned in consideration of the Unconscious not being account-
able for its primordial fidgets ?

Surely the only rational conclusion one can come to is
that human consciousness is an unfolding in response to a
brooding consciousness higher than itself, and creative,
towards which it ever tends, and up to which it is destined
to climb.

So then, the whole of the intellectual, ethical and
spiritual self has been evolved, and the immortal spirit is as
much a product of evolution as the mortal eye. But, just
as the evolving of the eye came as the result of stimulus
from without,—a world of wonder appealing to be seen,—
so the evolving of the spirit came as the result of stimulus
from without and from within—the Heaven of God appeal-
ing to be desired and loved. And just as the eye, in being
evolved, and in trying to see, was a constant prophecy of
the world awaiting it, so the spirit, in being evolved, and
in trying to aspire, is a constant prophecy of the God and
Heaven awaiting it. This is not poetry and rhapsody ; it
is science and common-sense.





















