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dead?’ We do not understand his distinction between
‘an apparition properly so-called,’” and ‘permanent resur-
rection into immortal life’: but, here again, we think we
detect the note of weakness which is inseparable from halt-
ing between the grave and life in the unseen. With his
concluding sentences, however, we should like to agree as
far as we can. He says:—

Although Catholic theologians have admitted the possi-
bility of communication from the dead, and have conceded
that some such communications have really taken place,
nevertheless they are far from encouraging too great a
credulity in sucﬁ manifestations. On the contrary, the
take particular pains in giving the characteristics whic
distinguish true apparitions from imaginary ones,explaining
fully the nature of hallucinations which deceive over-
credulous minds, and they are also careful to discern between
good.b?pirits and evil ones in communications which are

sible.
po!.]Theologia.ns, however, have no accepted system as to the
manner in which communications from beyond the grave,
and especially corporeal apparitions, take place. There is
nothing but conjecture among them on this subject, as we
may see from the discussions that are raised as to whether
the dead appear with their real bodies or with borrowed
ones,or by what power such apparitions take place. Although
it may be easy to unr]erst,zm(f) the general reascn for which
Divine Providence, within limits known and determined by
Itself though unknown to us, permits communications from
the dead to the living, it is well understood that the Church
has always condemned the calling up of the dead for purposes
of curiosity as to knowledge of the past or future. She has
always condemned necromancy, asin our days she condemns
the practice of spiritism. She has nothing in common either
as to doctrine or morals with the superstitious and wicked
curiosity of divination. Such, as [ understand it, is a Catholic
view of the question, ‘Do the living ever hear from the
Dead ¥’ '

But ¢ necromancy,” ¢ spiritism’ and ‘divination’ surely
need defining. If we could have a round table conference
with the good bishop we think we might agree upon a

golden mean.

The Universalist, the Rev. Pheebe Hanaford, tells an
excellent story, from which she draws the following con-
clusion :—

‘The Bible, as Rev. Dr. Sears once said, ‘is a continual
angel-ophany from Genesis to Revelation,” and 1 see no
reason why those who have been saints on earth may not be
angels in heaven, and henceforth °ministering spirits’ also
to the loved ones not yet summoned to the Master’s presence.
l%q?gh is but an incident in the ever-continuous life of God’s
child.

Professor Hyslop takes his stand on Telepathy, and
pushes the Psychical Researcher hard ; thus:—

A whole theory of inspiration lurks in the background of
this conception. Psychology ever since Plato, and more
esgecially after Locke, has limited the acquisition of know-
ledge to some activity of the mind obtaining it, whether
sensory or intellectual, and usually sensory.

But, if telepathy be a fact (and if it is not a fact there is
no escape from spiritism), then the old theory of psychology
is false, and sensory experience is not necessary or the only
source of knowledge, gut this may come directly from a
source transcendental to the mind that receives it, bein
obtained passively from the action of a spiritual worl
analogously to the passive reception of sensory experience
from the impressions of a material world.

Portraits of the four contributors are given. That of
Professor Hyslop suggests a keen, vigilant and determined
athlete for truth.

‘The pith and marrow of some sacred writings’ (Lon-
don: 3, Vernon-place, W.C.) is an enlightening pamphlet,
one of a ‘New Century scries,” intended to set forth ¢ The
relation of Universal Brotherhood to Christianity.” It is
introduced by Mrs. Katherine Tingley, who now, we observe,
dates from Avenueroad, London. There is a note of
universalism in these three small Studies which we greatly
relish. The want of our day is the breaking up of cliques.
We do not care who does it—Broad Churchman, Agnostic,
Positivist, Theosophist, Spiritualist—but we want it done :
and the spirit of Brotherhood will soonest and most
effectually do it,
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‘A STUDY OF
ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING.*

This is a little volume which ought to be popular, in spite
of the fact that the ¢ Life and Letters ’ of this noble woman-
poet have been before the world for so long and that so much
has already been published about her ; for we think that
this ‘Study’supplies a want. Readers who have a fair amount
of leisure will probably gain from the ¢ Letters’ such a know-
ledge.of Mrs. Browning as will, for them, make further
studies unnecessary ; though even they may be glad to re-
fresh their memory by turning over the pleasant, sympathetic
pages of this little sketch. There are, however, a large
number of persons whose lives are so immersed in the round
of daily work, that even to think of going through such a
volume as the ‘ Letters’ would seem a burden rather than a
refreshment ; and yet these are often just the persons who
most need to get a little insight into a mind like that of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and who would find that con-
tact with her pure thoughts would cleanse their own from
the dust of daily life. To them this little volume will be
welcome ; its size makes it possible, conveniently, to carry it
in a handbag, it can be read in a couple of hours, and its
style is so flowing and easy as to make no demands on a
weary brain, while, at the same time, it succeeds in con-
veying a notion of the colour and quality of Elizabeth
Browning’s refined and elevated thought.

In this journal we intend briefly to refer to those points
only, in which the ‘Study’ touches the subject of psychic
phenomena. Everyone knows what was Mrs. Browning’s
attitude towards psychic phenomena, and how fearlessly and
steadily she maintained that attitude in spite of the adverse
opinions of her husband, and in spite of the contempt with
which many scientific men at that time regarded the whole
question. There is a peculiar value in the estimate of this
subject formed by such a woman, because in her were
combined the purest, highest ideals of a deeply religious
soul with a remarkably broad and clear intellect; and,
moreover, the strength of her opinions underwent the
severest test to which the judgment of an intelligent and
sensitive woman can be put. That is to say, they had to
stand against the opinions of not only many of the great
scientific men of the day (such as Faraday),but against that
of the man she almost worshipped ; and beliefs which could
maintain themselves under such conditions must have been
of unwonted tenacity and worthy of the respectful con-
sideration of all who esteem and honour her intellect and
character.

‘I see with my own eyes, and feel with my own spirit, and
not with other people’s eyes and spirit, though they should
happen to be the dearest,” she said of herself. Those few
words give a glimpse into much of her inner experience,
much of pain as well as of joy; they suggest the secret of
true development, and the way in which each individual can
both truly fulfil his destiny and contribute to the lasting
wealth of Humanity’s mental and spiritual heritage. With
splendid courage, which was so firmly based upon conviction
that possibly she was hardly conscious of being courageous
at all, Mrs. Browning asserted her belief in the place which,
in her opinion, the despised physical phenomena of Spirit-
ism hold in relation to evolution.

‘If I am right,’ she said, ‘ you will none of you be able to
disbelieve much longer ; a new law, or a new development
of law, is making way everywhere’ She quotes a Mr,
Appleton as saying with regard to these psychic phenomena
that they constitute ‘ the sublimest conundrum ever given
to the world for guessing.” This gentleman had a young
American friend who, ‘ besides being a very sweet girl’ he
said, was a ‘strong medium,” and in whose presence all the
phenomena were produced at the house of the poet
Lamartine.

The ‘Study’ gives several long quotations from Mrs.
Browning’s letters on this subject, which are of much interest.
In reply to the question, Why are our communications
chiefly trivial ? she says: ‘ Why, but because we ourselves

* ‘A Study of Elizabeth Barrett Browning.” By LILIAN WHITING.
Published by Gay and Bird. v
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are trivial and do not bring serious souls and concentrated
attention and holy aspiration to the spirits who are waiting
for these things.’

Her remarks are of particular value when she meets
the objection felt most strongly by the best and most
sensitive minds, namely, the fact that harm sometimes
ensues from opening up these communications with the
unseen world :—

‘Every fact is a word of God, and I call it irreligion to
say I deny this because it displeases me. . . Why be
afraid of truth ? God is in the truth, and He is also called
Love. . Also it is no argument against any subject that it
drives people mad who suffer themselves to be absorbed in
it. That would be an argument against all religion and all
love, by your leave. Ask the Commissioners of Lunacy ;
knock at the door of the mad-house in general, and inquire
what two causes act almost universally in filling them.
Answer—love and veligion.’

Then, in connection with the complaint that raps are an
undignified mode of communicating, she says :—

‘If you are in a dungeon and a friend knocks through
the outer wall, spelling out by knocks the words you com-
prehend, you do not think the worse of the friend standing
i the sun, who remembers you. He is not degraded by it,
you rather think.’

To a friend who asserted that Swedenborg taught that
communications between the Seen and Unseen were
dangerous and debasing, Mrs. Browning responded :—

‘Tdo not think you apprehend Swedenborg’s meaning
very accurately. . . . IE‘rue, he spoke of danger . . .
to those who, themselves weak and unclean, did not hold by
the Lord. There is a distinct prospect given in
Swedenborg of an increasing aptitude in men in the physical
body towards communication with those who have passed
out from the body.’

In her comments on Mrs. Browning’s views, Miss
Whiting points out that the notion that those who have
passed into higher spheres can have no wish to communicate
with earth, is wholly inconsistent with the Divine law of
sympathy and love. This also seems to us to meet the objection
sometimes raised, that to attempt such communication is
selfish, inasmuch as it must disturb the peace of the souls
who have got free from the flesh to bring them thus back
into contact with our imprisoned conditions. Such an
argument has no weight with us ; provided they come, not
to minister to idle curiosity (and no noble spirit would do
that), but to assure our wavering faith, console our troubled
heart, and stimulate our aspirations towards the higher
life. Such a coming could but be to them (even if it involves
self-sacrifice) a ministry of love, and therefore of joy. True,
Samuel said to Saul : ¢ Why hast thou troubled me to bring
meup?’ But Saul’s motive seems to have been just the
motive which is to be deprecated, the curiosity to know
its fate of an unhappy mind which did not ‘hold to the
Lord.

It is in the last chapter of her ‘Study’ that Miss
Whiting chiefly deals with this side of Elizabeth Browning’s
mind ; but indeed the whole life was, as she clearly indi-
cates, permeated with Spiritualism in the larger sense of
the word, the sense for which it ought habitually to stand ;
that is, for the philosophy which recognises, whether it
accepts the physical phenomena or not, that the cause of all
Seen things lies in the Unseen ; that all matter is only a
manifestation of the operation of spirit, and that the
two facts of paramount importance are God and Immor-
tality (p. 172).

The ‘Study’ closes with the following paragraph, in
which the writer sums up briefly her estimate of the trend
of her life :—

. ‘This is the secret of her life and power—that she recog-
nised the interblending of the two worlds of the Seen and
e Unseen ; that she held her art as a sacred gift entrusted
to her for divine purﬁoses ; that she recognised the nobler
in each person whom she met, and thus stimulated him
to realise his truer ideal ; that her mind was generously
hospitable to all the intellectual movements of her time ®
and that above all it may truly be said of Elizabeth Barrett
rowning that she lived in conscious relations with those in
16 Unseen, and in perpetual communion with the Heavenly
Vision.’
H. A D.
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THE FLOWER MEDIUM—A TEST SEANCE.

A detailed account of a séance with Frau Anna—the so-
called ‘flower medium’ of Chemnitz—is given in the April
number of ‘Psyche’ by the Editor. It took place on
February 25th last, at the residence of Ober Inspector Herr
Kaesser, at 24, Emserstrasse, Deutsh-Wilmersdorf, near
Berlin, under the strictest test conditions, which seem to
have precluded any possibility of deception. As such
remarkable apports as those which occur with this medium
are very unusual in the present day, a brief account of the
proceedings will be of interest to readers of ‘LicHT.

There were twenty-five persons present at the séance,
the sexes being about evenly divided. Among the gentle-
men are the names of several writers in the psychic journals,
who may be looked upon as competent investigators. Frau
Anna, on her arrival, was conducted by a committee of four
ladies into a room, where she took off all her clothing, which
was locked up in a cupboard, and she was then attired in
garments (described) provided by the ladies, none of whom
had ever seen her before. Then holding her by both hands
they led her into the séance room. The time was half-past
five and the room was brightly lighted with gas.

Herr Max Jeutsh (teacher of languages), who is described
as her conductor, was likewise examined by some of the
gentlemen. During the séance he sat outside the circle sur-
rounding the table, at a distance from the medium ; took
shorthand notes, occasionally gave some explanation, and
was in full view of Herren Kaessar and Stenz, who sat near
him. Frau Anna herself sat at a corner of the long table, with
a lady on each side of her and a space between her and the
wall behird.

The séance commenced at 5.30 p.m., and finished at a
quarter before nine, the room being brilliantly lighted by
gas. What may be called the preliminary portion consisted
of addresses given through the medium while in a state of
trance, by different controls; and the apports of flowers
and other articles did not begin till twelve minutes past
six, when the medium, in her normal condition, bowed herself
over the table and called out, ‘Now, bring the flowers!’
Immediately, from the back of the medium, high above,
from the bare wall, a quantity of lovely flowers sprang forth
and fell all about the table. All the flowers were fresh, not
squeezed in any way, and covered with dew. A list of the
apports is thus given : ‘ Eight tulips with bulbs, twenty-four
yellow Marguerities, nine cornflowers, nine forget-me-nots,
sixteen sprays of mignonette, twenty-eight narcissus,
eleven white and two rose hyacinths, three Maltese oranges,
a white metal figure of Thorwaldsen’s Christ, sixteen
centimetres high, and weighing about a pound, and several
medals, amulets, &c., in metal.” These were brought at
different intervals and taken away by the sitters. The
following account is given of the apport of the figure of
Christ: ‘The medium in trance bowed forward over the
edge of the table, raised her hand above the head of Herr
Magnetiseur Willy Reichel, who was sitting quietly by her,
and called out in anxious tones : “(Give it here, give it here,”
when immediately a glittering object was seen in the air,
and the medium held in her hand a figure of Christ (before
described), which she passed, accompanied with some
appropriate words, to Dr. Egbert Miiller, who was visibly
astonished.

The incidents are described with extreme minuteness,
and a ‘ protocol’ was drawn up, which was signed by the
whole of the assembled sitters with their full names, in
declaration of their unanimous concurrence as to the
genuineness and correctness of the description.

The Editor at the conclusion adds a few remarks in which
he speaks very highly of Frau Anna, concluding with these
words : ‘Frau Anna’s demeanour is simple, modest, dignified
and devout.’

ARRIVAL OF MR. GEORGE SPRIGGS.

We were pleased to have a visit a few days since from our
old friend, Mr. George Spriggs, who has returned from
Australia to settle, we trust, among his many friends in
London, who will be glad to know that he has safely arrived,
looking as well and hearty as ever. Letters for Mr. Spriggs
may be addressed to this office.
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A QUESTION AND AN HYPOTHESIS.

Can any readers of ‘ LicuT’ (scientific or psychic) throw
light on the following question? If so the questioner will
be grateful :(—

What causes the disintegration of a dead body ?

Of course we donot want to be told that chemical
changes occur, that the hydro-carbons are unstable com-
pounds, &c. The question we want light upon from
scientific sources, is not—Aow do bodies disintegrate, but—
what is the immediate cause of disintegration? Ap-
parently the tmmediate cause is not the withdrawal of life :
for if the particles were held in combination by the presence
of vitality alone, in the absence of vitality they would
immediately cease to combine, and the body would at
once be dissipated, its atoms uniting with the gases in the
air ; which sudden dissipation does not usually occur,
except in the case of bodies which have been long dead, and
which, we believe, do when exposed to the air thus collapse
suddenly.

We ask for information, and possibly are only revealing
our ignorance: if, however, this reasoning is accurate it would
lead us to the conclusion that some other force operates to
maintain the status quo for a time, in a dead body.

What is that force? Is there reason for supposing that
it is identical with what is known as the Psychic Aura ?*

Some information might possibly be obtained through
mediums as to whether the aura which is the means by
which physical phenomena and materialisations are effected,
is also the means by which chemical affinity operates to
form and maintain the hydro-carbons of the body. Of
course such information, even if obtainable at all, would—
to be of value—have to be corroborated by various controls,
and even then it would only serve as a working hypothesis,
requiring further investigation and verification.

It would, however, be both very interesting and very
advantageous if the science of the two states (the discarnate
and the incarnate) could be thus co-related. Such a correla-
tion,if effected (and it may ultimately be possible to do this)
would have wider import than we can at present discern,
but even now we can see that it would suggest the solution
of some puzzling problems.

For instance,if a dead organism only disintegrates in pro-
portion to the dissipation of the psychic aura which per-
meated it during life, and if this aura is used for physical
manifestation and quasi-physical manifestations, we have
a clue to the reason why apparitions are seen in grave-yards,
and why Stainton Moses was told that certain spirits could
communicate with him because he had passed their graves.
Also, it would follow that if in any particular case the aura
were completely and suddenly withdrawn the body would
suffer no corruption, but would simply be rapidly dissipated
in a gaseous form. The disappearance of the body would
seem to be a contravention of natural laws, whereas it would
notreally be so at all, it would be in strict conformity with
them.

We know of one occurrence of unparalleled importance
and far-reaching results in the history of Christendom, in
which such a sudden dissipation of a human organism seems
to have taken place. The astonished observers remarked
that the linen clothes which had enswathed the corpse, and
the napkins that had been bound round the head, were
seemingly lying as they had placed them, but that they had
collapsed, and they ‘found not the body.” He who once had
tenanted it, materialised again and again in their presence,

*If ‘every physical phenomenon runs at lastinto an ether question’
(see ‘ Matter, Ether and Motion,” by Professor Dolbear, p. 353), what is
called the ‘ psychic aura’ is, presumably, simply the manifestation of
the vibratory condition into which certain portions of the all-pervading
ethereal medium have been thrown; and it is probable that this par-
ticular condition and rate of vibration may persist for a long time after
the originating.cause of the disturbance has been removed by the severance
of death,and that so persisting, it may manifest to clairvoyants as emana-
tions. (7bid. p. 170, ' When molecules are made to move fast or slow,
they do not cease instantly on the removal of the source of the motion.’)
If this is so, we obtain a glimpse into the possible reason why discar-
nate beings can operate upon matter more readily in certain localities and in
proximity to certain objects which formed a part of their environment
in earthly life, since the vibrations of the ether pervading these would
be in correspondence with the rate of vibration of their ethereal bodies.
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giving them such objective physical manifestations as to
leave them no room to doubt that it was He Himself, but
they could form no satisfactory theory as to what had
happened to the body they had laid in the grave.

Perhaps the science of this plane correlated to the science
of the other may yet solve that problem for us, and enable
us to understand how, without contravening any of the laws
of His Father’s universe, but merely by adapting them, as
He had many times during His incarnation proved Himself
competent to do,this Archetypal Man robbed death and the
grave of their illusive terrors and revealed to His brethren

their true life and destiny.
H.A.D.

THE PARIS CONGRESS.

The programmes for the forthcoming International
Spiritualistic and Occult Congress in Paris are at last to
hand, and promise to provide many items of interest for
those who will have time and opportunity to attend. The
date fixed is from September 15th to 26th.

There is a generous comprehensiveness in the scope and
aim of the organisers of the Congress, for a list of no less
than thirteen societies is given, all working on various
branches of spiritualistic and psychical investigation, and
amalgamating to bring about a thoroughly representative
union, their object being to ‘ promote and develop the study
of all spiritualistic sciences and doctrines.’

The Congress will be divided into five sections: (1)
Spiritist ; (2) Magnetic ; (3) Hermetic ; (4) Theosophical ; and
(5) Spiritualistic (independent). The executive or organis-
ing committee is formed of fifteen members, drawn three in
number from each section. Their duties will be to attend to
all business matters relating to the Congress, these obliga-
tions ceasing at the opening meeting.

For information concerning any of the various societies,
membership, &c., address as follows :—

For Spiritism : M. C. Duval, 55, rue du Chateau d’Eau.
Magnetism : M. H. Durville, 23, rue Saint-Merri.
Hermetic : M. Papus, 10, avenue des Peupliers.
Theosophy : M. P. Gillard, 38, rue de Verneuil.
Spiritualism (various): M. C. Duval, 55, rue du

Chatean d’Eau.

Cards of invitation to the lectures will be given, as mem-
bers of the Congress, to all who have paid a minimum
subscription of 2fr. To those who pay a minimum fee
of 6fr. a specially indicated card admitting to all the lectures
will be given, while a subscription of 12fr. or more will entitle
the member to obtain, when published, a complete record of
the whole proceedings. Each volume will be numbered and
signed and will contain the name of the subscriber to whom
it will be sent.

Perhaps a somewhat prominent feature of this Con-
gress promises to be that part of it which will be devoted
to the exposition of magnetism and its application to the
science of healing. That particular section is represented
by two societies, one styled the ‘School of Practical Mag-
netism and Massage,” the other entitled ‘Syndicate of
Masseurs and Magnetisers,” so that the universal attention
now being given to the many forms of mind and magnetic
healing is likely to find its fullest and most scientific
expression at this gathering.

The spiritistic programme, among other announce-
ments, makes the following declaration : ‘One of the subjects
for special inquiry and consideration will be the evidence for
reincarnation, and every effort will be made to collect docu-
ments referring to (1) Personal reminiscences of past
existence ; (2) The testimony of spirits who have affirmed
that they have passed more than one life on earth ; (3)
Evidence that predictions to the effect that they will be re-
incarnated have been realised.’

The committee will be pleased to receive the name and
address of any society which may wish to send delegates.

There will also be a Congress on Hypnotism in August,
from the 12th to the 15th, and those who desire to learn
particulars concerning the proposed lectures should address
the secretary of the society, Dr. Bérillon, 14, rue Taitbout,
Paris.
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AFTER-DEATH STATES.

THE EDUCATION OF THE SOUL.

By TaOMAS ATWOOD.

(Concluded from page 196.)

I have already alluded to the happiness and peace of
mind that efforts on behalf of the darkened spirits bring to
those who make them. Let me briefly state the education
this work has given me, and the lessons learned from my
varied experiences.

For a longer time than I can remember the Bible had
been to me a sealed book. Rejecting, as unworthy, the con-
ception of God contained in many of the books comprised in
what is known as the Old Testament, revolting at the stories
of treachery, blood, and lust said to have been sanctioned by
the Almighty, incredulous as to the limitations placed on
the power of the Creator and the vacillation attributed to
Him, I found in the New Testament difficulties of another
nature, but equally formidable, confronting me. Eternal
damnation for those who cannot accept certain doctrines,
eternal happiness for those believing, and a total disregard
of the varied frames of mind that render it impossible
for some to accept the teaching ; discrepancies in accounts
given of the same incident by different writers, all said
to be inspired by God, and various other difficulties, in-
creasing in number as investigation progressed—all these
were to the fore, clouding the light and obscuring the pure
and uplifting portions of the book. At the time when the
light of Spiritualism first dawned upon me, I was ready as
the most unenlightened platform orator to cast ridicule and
scorn upon the Bible as the revelation of God to man, and
to reject its teachings. But an open mind, an earnest
searching after truth, soon brought a change, while my own
experiences taught me lessons I could have learned in no
other way ; difficulties vanished, darkness became light, and
the true meaning of much that I had hitherto considered to
be unworthy of belief, was revealed to the inner perception.

The true appreciation of Divine love leads to the know-
ledge that belief matters little, and though we may now see
through a glass darkly, yet our eyes can see sufficiently well to
enable us to recognise the fact that the wants of mankind
are varied ; that food for the mind of one is poison to that
of another ; that heredity, early training, and passing phases
of life must be reckoned with, exerting as they do powerful
influences over the mind ; and that the problems that con-
tinually present themselves to the thinker cannot all be
solved in one way and their solutions placed, as it were,
between parallel lines. Recognition of these truths shows
the futility of any attempt to confine thought to one prison-
house, instead of letting it roam free throughout God’s
universe.

In our daily life certain courses of action reveal themselves
to the conscience as either right or wrong, and it is according
as we act or fail to act as our inward monitor prompts us,
that we shall eventually be judged. I consider it, then, to be
wrong to disturb a belief which is honestly held and brings
comfort to the holder. What I would ruthlessly destroy is
the hypocrisy so often associated with religious belief ; the
eye service and the lip service, the true nature of which is
demonstrated by the conduct of the so-called believer. It is
a sign of better times to come that so many preachers—both
Church of England and Nonconformist—are beginning to
place character before belief and to instruct their congrega-
tions that conduct is the true test of religion.

And before we condemn belief in the doctrine of the
Atonement, is it not possible to place a different construction
on the meaning of the word from that generally applied to it?
Is it not possible to share the burden of sin which presses so
heavily on the transgressor, and by self-sacrifice to help him
to rise to a higher level ? In deciding a question like this
an ounce of experience is worth a ton of theory, and my
own experience during the last few years has solved the
doubt to my entire satisfaction, has enabled me in a
measure to understand the agony in the Garden of
Gethsemane, and to realise that we ourselves can, by our
willingness to help, bear the sins of many and make inter-
cession for the transgressors. The Christ principle, brilliantly

L.IGHT: 221

as it was exemplified in the life of Jesus of Nazareth, by no
means found its only expression in Him. My own view is
that He was the highest expression of the Divine Spirit of
Love that has hitherto appeared on earth, and that,from the
highest sphere of which we can form any conception, His
presence may be felt by all who make Him their exemplar
and endeavour to follow in His steps.

On Easter Sunday last year I attended the evening service
at St. James’s, Marylebone. The church seemed cold and
the service cheerless, both to my companion and myself,
until the hymn before the sermon, when the Rev. H. R.
Haweis (who was unwell and had remained in the vestry till
sermon time) ascended the pulpit stairs. A wonderful change
was then noticeable, and the warm glow of a bright
and exalted spiritual influence could be felt. Mr. Haweis
preached a powerful sermon from the text ‘Lovest thou Me?’
At its close I had an extraordinary experience. Although I
saw nothing I felt the presence of a being too exalted for
clairvoyance to behold. The effect upon me was such that a
violent fit of trembling seized me and I was compelled to
cling for support to the back of the pew in front. Never
before had I so fully realised the meaning of the passage of
Scripture,  Where two or three ave gathered together in My
name there am I in the midst of them.’

If we read the oft-quoted text ‘God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, &c., by the light
of Tennyson’s inspired passage, ‘Strong Son of God, immortal
love,’ do we not get a more tender and beautiful reading of
the text than the usually accepted idea of the meaning of
the words ?

When Spiritualists, as unfortunately too many do, scoff
at the ignorance of believers in the Bible, do they stop
to think in how many thousands and tens of thousands of
homes this book, and its devout study by the simple-minded
readers, bring with them the hallowing influences of Divine
love, and that peace which passeth understanding, to which
30 many who think they know better than Christians, are
strangers ? Can they not perceive that there is something
behind mere belief which glorifies the error into which early
training and life-long acceptance of worship as they find it
practised, may have led them ? Not long ago I was convers-
ing with a dear old lady, who is engaged in the work of re-
claiming her fallen sisters, when I expressed the thought
that it might be that those who passed away without having
reformed would have a chance in the future life. ¢Oh,’ she
said, ‘if I could only think so! What text in the Bible do you
rely on? tell me and I shall be so thankful” I need not
detail my reply, but I gave her hope from the Bible itself,
and should have considered I was only frustrating my own
object had I tried to disturb her firm and honestly held
beliefs. I left her to meditate on the Psalmist’s meaning
when he wrote ¢ His mercy endureth for ever.’

Experience has taught me many lessons, but I have learnt
none more thoroughly than the truth set forth by Paul in
1 Colossians xiii. : *And though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge . . and
have not love, I am nothing.’

I commend to the attention of all who have not read it
Professor Drummond’s admirable address on the chapter
from which this quotation is made, entitled ‘ The Greatest
Thing in the World.’

In an age in which a vast amount of the highest mental
ability and scientific knowledge is devoted to the production
of death-dealing weapons of warfare, and the one dominant
idea of men and nations is the acquisition of increased wealth
and power, the need of enforcing a lesson of love seems to
be greater than ever, though nearly nineteen centuries have
passed since the Master gave utterance to the words, ‘A new
commandment [ give unto you, that ye love one another.’

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

M. C. D.—As soon as possible.

M. H.—So far as we know there never was such an exposure
as that to which you refer, and we think we should
have known it if there had been. Let your friend give
you the alleged facts and we will sift them.

‘LicHT ’ SUSTENTATION FUND.—The Treasurer gratefully
acknowledges the receipt of 10s. 6d. from Mrs. Morce, also
10s. 6d. from Mr. D. Gow, as contributions to this fund.
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A SCOTCH CRITIC.

We are truly sorry for the ‘Glasgow Evening Times.
It is in even a sorrier plight than the London ¢ Echo.” Here
are some of its strange assertions :—It is not Spiritualism
but the reverse of it that has brought the supernatural into
the realm of Nature : It is a commonplace to say that any
knowledge which is accessible is lawful: It is ‘ very like
rubbish’ to say that Spiritualism has given a philosophic
basis to the belief in the immortality of the soul : It is ‘not
less rubbishy ’ to say that Spiritualism is supported by the
manifestations mentioned in the Bible : Tales of levitation
are silly : Spiritualism is a ¢ craze.’

We do not expect to convert the ‘Glasgow Ivening
Times,” but we think it is a good enough peg to hang our
hat on: and truly it is the sort of peg that often invites
us. We propose to go through the above six propositions
or suggestions, one by one, with some hope that even the
young gentlemen of the ¢Glasgow Evening Times’ may be
minded to ponder our elementary remarks upon their
somewhat elementary shying of half bricks.

As to the supernatural, here are the very words of the
‘¢ Glasgow Evening Times’ :—

Mr. Haweis expressed the hope that the terms ‘miracu-
lous’ and ‘supernatural’ would finally disappear, for the
reason that Spiritualism had taught that hoth were natural.
But that opinion has an origin quite the reverse of spirit-
ualistic.

We should really be grateful to the ‘Times’ if it
would tell us how and when that which is the reverse of
spiritualistic originated the opinion that the miraculous
and the supernatural are natural, after all. That which is
the reverse of spiritualistic is, we suppose, materialistic :
but Materialism never, so far as we know, included the
so-called ‘miraculous’ and ‘supernatural’in the sphere of
the natural. It denied the occurrence or the existence of
that which was called ‘ miracle’ and ¢ supernatural,’” but it
did not enlarge the bounds of Nature, or our knowledge of
those bounds, so as to include the enlarged phenomena.
But we submit, as a matter of fact, that Spiritualism has
done this. It has not denied, except where it was obliged
to do so; but, in the true spirit of science, it admitted
where the evidence warranted or compelled, and only
stipulated that the link should be kept, firm and sure,
between effect and cause, whether the phenomena came
from this side or that side of ‘the veil.” If it used the
words ‘miraculous’ and ‘supernatural,’ it did so under
gentle protest, inasmuch as it repudiated magic and
arbitrary will, and traced all things and all occurrences,
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human and divine, to Law. And this it has done in perfect
accord with that great Scotchman whose eighth chapter of
‘Sartor Resartus’ we commend to the ¢ Glasgow Evening
Times.’

That it is a commonplace to say that whatever know-
ledge is accessible is lawful, is news indeed. The ‘ Times’
seems to hold the entire lawfulness and propriety of
investigations into the claims of Spiritualism. We con-
gratulate it upon its good sense, but we cannot congratu-
late it upon its knowledge. The lawfulness and propriety
of spiritualist inquiries are by no means a commonplace.
By vast numbers of good people these inquiries are
denounced as dangerous or devilish ; and, however ‘ acces-
sible” the knowledge may be, these good people warn us
and entreat us to ring down the curtain upon it all. The
‘Times” has much to learn on both sides of that curtain.

The denial of the claim, that Spiritualism has given a
philosophic basis to the belief in the immortality of the
soul, is reckless in the extreme. Has the writer of the
‘Times’ article read our literature ? Does it even know
the rudiments of our theory of spirit-life? Or will it tell
us what philosophic basis of belief in immortality Scotch
Calvinism, or the Thirty-nine Articles, or the Athanasian
Creed, or Wesley’s Sermons, or even Roman Catholicism,
ever gave us?  Will it tell us what philosophic basis there
was in the old (and almost universal) notion of the resur-
rection of the body, say in ten thousand or ten million
years? No: but Spiritualism, by postulating spirit-planes
of being, in perfect harmony with the great doctrine of
Evolution, has at all events given a rational and scientific
conception of the development of spirit-personality and its
persistence into the spirit-spheres. It may be all wrong,
but it is all coherent, modern and philosophical ; and we
know of no other basis’ that is.

But perhaps the wildest and crudest assertion of the
“Times’ is, that it is ‘rubbish’ to talk of Spiritualism being
supported by the manifestations mentioned in the Bible.
We cannot understand how any man who knows his Bible
can bring himself to pen such a statement. Whether the
Bible stories are true or false is not the question: the
question is whether they bear any likeness to the stories
now told in every part of the world. It is this, we pre-
sume, that is denied : but we shall not waste our space or
time by refuting that denial. The Bible is still a common
enough book, and nearly everybody now can read. Mr.
Haweis mentioned the Bible records of coming through
closed doors, and we might refer the ‘ Times’ to Acts xvi.,
as a beginning, but the writer of this Article only laughs,
and refers to Mrs. Guppy. We neither laugh nor defend ;
but we refer the ‘Times’ to another record in the New
Testament, Acts viii. 26-40. Why should we assume that
the story ahout Philip is true, and that the story about
Mrs. Guppy is a lie? Anyhow, it will not do to say that
the claims of Spiritualists are not supported by the mani-
festations mentioned in the Bible.

Spiritualism is a craze, says the ‘Times,’ and so say
hundreds of people who really know nothing, think nothing,
and care nothing about it,—more’s the pity! ¢Craze’ it
may be, but it is not without ‘method’ and beauty and
pathos and blessing. We cannot understand this unreason-
ing and ignorant prejudice. Before evidence, one would
at least expect that everybody could only wish it were
true, if only for the demonstration it gave us of life beyond
the incident we call ‘death.” A ‘fad,’too, the ‘Times’ calls
it. How thin; how weak ; how almost inane! In any
case, it is something stronger than that. To these writers
we say : At least stop this tiresome and pitiable trifling.
At least say something that suggests a rudimentary appre-
hension of the far-reaching possibilities inherent in this
tremendous theme.





















