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Professor E. E. Slosson (Wyoming, U.S.), writing in
“The Independent,” gives us a shower of good things in an
Article on the use of incense in worship. He adopts the
view that religion belongs to the region of the emotions,
and that it may be helped by appeals to the senses. But,
in order to be effective, these appeals to the senses must be
carefully associated with the emotion desired, and must be
kept apart for that purpose. The foundation of Ritualism
is, he says, purely psychological. The small child who, on
going into a very High Church, whispered to her mother,
€O, mummy ! doesn’t it smell solemn!’ hit upon a pro-
found truth. The sense of smell has a wonderful power in
reviving emotions. Hence the psychological value of
incense.

Professor Slosson is very shrewd and smart in the
following remarks :—

Perfumes have been used in all ages for the purposes of
stimulating the emotional nature. They have been
almost entirely confined to the service of Eros or Ecclesia. [
do not mean to say that inhaling volatilised gum benzoin
directly inspires reverence for any particular saint or belief
in a particular creed. It does, however, excite a vague emo-
tion which is plastic to the dogmatic mould. This, too, is the
function of musicin ritualism. Incenseis as legitimate
an aid to devotion as genuflections, pipe organs, or stained-

lass windows. Let the forces of El Shaddai attack the
ortress of Mansoul by all its five gates. It has formed
a part of almost all elaborate religious ceremonies from the
time when the Babylonian Noah offered a sweet savour on
the mountain-top and the gods  gathered like flies’ to smell
it. It appeals to a sense mneglected by Western nations
and decaying in this catarrhal climate, but still powerful in
its influence on our feelings. If we drop incense because of
its vague sensuousinfluence, we must also abolish music, at
least instrumental, for the same reason. Under the power
of an eight-foot organ pipe, many a man has mistaken the
shaking of his diaphragm for the trembling of his soul ; but
that is not a bad mistake. The illusion may bring about
the reality. If a man does not respond to an appeal to his
reason, it is permissible to approach him through his senses.
The nerves are easily reached and lead to the brain. If
‘religion is morality touched by emotion,” we have a right to
use the most efficient means of getting this magic touch that
brings the dead to life.

This is a curious route to spiritual religion, but it may
do for some. The breakdown comes when the senses stop
at the external aids, when wmsthetic thrills are mistaken for
spiritual emotions, or, as the professor says, when *the
shaking of the diaphragm’is mistaken for ¢the trembling
of the soul.” Even rapture is not necessarily religious, and
sentimentalism is not necessarily spiritnality. But, for all
that, we have much to learn in this direction.

Two pretty books are ‘Fairy Tales from Fairyland’
and ¢ Letters from some friends who have crossed the
border’ (London: Gay and Bird). Both have for their
theme, the passing over from Dream to Life, for so the
earth-life and the life of Paradise are described. The Tales
are winsome little things, short and simple, and all turning
upon the elementary laws of spirit-life and the supremacy
of love. The Letters also arc very short, and likewise
describe the act of transition and its after-glow. We use
that phrase advisedly, for every one seems to pass into the
rich light of Paradise, at once or very soon.

¢The Church Union,’ a bright little New York paper,
tells the following story :—

Dean Stanley tells of an old Scotchman who had been a
vehement sectarian and controversialist. Just before his
death, he said : ‘If power were given to me, I would preach
purity of doctrine less and purity of life more.’ Some one
said : ‘ Are you not growing a little heretical at your jour-
ney’s end ?’ He replied : ‘1 ken na. Names have not the
same terror for me that they once had ; and since I was laid
by here alone I have had whisperings of the still small voice,
that the wranglings of faith will never be heard in the Lord’s
kingdom, where I am going, and I'll, perha.ps, find the place
roomier than I thought in times past.
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A good father lately, having sent his son away from
home to school, followed his ¢Good-bye’ with a short poem
which came into our hands. It is so manly, so pure, so
beautifully human, that we are moved to give it a place
here. Many fathers and mothers will, we think, be glad to
copy it and send it to their own laddies, just entering on
life’s campaign :—

TO MY BOY.

God bless thee, lad, at sport or play :
Thy foot be fleet, thine arm be strong :
Thus fitted for the glorious fray,
To aid the weak, to right the wrong.
Gain patience in the mimic fight ;
Unruffled strive to take defeat ;
Learn, unity is more than might,
The race not always to the fleet.

God bless thee, lad ; among thy mates
Help boyish brotherhood extend ;
Nurse all thy loves, subdue thy hates,

Be just to foe and firm to friend.
Seek not alone the prize, but find

Thy guerdon in the fight and stress ;
Let not misfortune nuuﬁ) thy mind,

And bear in modesty success.

God grant thee, lad, the faith which cheers,
Should grief and pain thy life enshroud ;
His light displaying through thy tears
Fresh rainﬁow-promise on the cloud.
And, with that light, in heart and brain
To see, when sin and doubt appal,
That love and truth at last must reign,
For God is at the heart of all.

Should learning lead by devious way,
By tangled path or desert sand,
In light or darkness humbly pray,
And, childlike, hold thy Father’s hand.
And should’st thou in the valley bide,
Or reach some noble mountain’s crest,
Be God thy Comforter and Guide,
Duty thy joy, and love thy rest !

RECEPTION TO MADAME FLORENCE MONTAGUE.

Madame Montague, the celebrated Californian psychie,
whoisat present on a visit to this country, was accorded a
reception by the Junior Spiritualists’ Club at their rooms, 26,
Osnaburgh-street, on Tuesday evening, the 24th ult. There
was a large attendance, upwards of sixty members being
present. Mr. J. J. Morse, the president of the club,
welcomed Madame Montague in some well-chosen
remarks, being followed by Miss MacCreadie and Mrs. M.
H. Wallis, who expressed themselves as delighted to meet
their sister co-worker from across the sea. Madame
Montague made a graceful and felicitous response, which was
enthusiastically received. The musical proceedings included
songs by Miss Morse and Mr. E. W. Wallis, a mandolin
solo by Miss Percival, and instrumental selections by Miss
Alice Hunt. Refreshments were served during the evening,
the company remaining until quite a late hour, and then
separating reluctantly, so agreeably had the time been spent
by all present. Madame Montague is evidently maﬁgng
hosts of friends, and all who meet her are charmed by her
manner and delighted with her mediumship.

MENTAL TELEGRAMS.

We have found these lines in ‘The Light of the East,’ a
Hindu magazine, published in Calcutta in 1893 :—

‘Thoughts do not need the wings of words
To fly to any goal ;
Like subtle lightning, not like birds,
They speed from soul to soul.

Hide in your heart a bitter thought,
Still it has power to blight :

Think love, although you speak it not,
It gives the world more light.’

From the same magazine we also quote the following :—

‘From the Hindu point of view telepathy is no new dis-
covery. In the Shastras we often find that the Rishis used
to call others mentally from a great distance simpl by a
stroke of the will. For them it was not a matter of scien-
tific  research, but of common-place occurrence. The com-
munication between the sages of India was kept up by this
mental telegram.’

.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

24. Can you explain the phenomenon of materialisation ?
In what way does the spirit draw from the medium and
sitters a physical covering? How does a spirit produce hair
and clothing of such a nature and quality that pieces can be
cut off and kept for any length of time ?—H. H. C.

25. Can you give me a scientific explanation of the pro-
cess adopted by spirits, and the conditions necessary for the
phenomenon known as the ‘passage of matter through
matter’ which takes place occasionally at séances ?—ALPHA.

26. I have been present at séances in my own house under
the most stringent conditions, when mediums have floated
in the air, and by request have written on a ceiling 12ft.
from the floor, and chairs have been placed on the table
and the mediums found occupying them on lighting up.
How is this done ?—LrAN.

ANsSWER : We confess our inability to give a satisfactory
reply to these questions—and, more than that, we do not know
of any one who can. Many have made the attempt, but for
the most part they have seemed to us to ¢ perplex by expli-
cation, and to ‘darken by elucidation.” Itis interesting,
of course, to formulate theories, and the time may come,
possibly, when we shall arrive at something like an adequate
comprehension of the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of phenomena
which at present we can only observe and catalogue. On
the other hand, if the spirit world is, as some maintain, the
world of causes, it is not altogether unreasonable to suppose
that we shall fail to understand their operation till we our-
selves live consciously in their presence. We once heard the
following conversation on this very question at a séance
with Mrs. Everitt, between ‘ John Watt,” one of Mvs. Everitt’s
spirit friends, and a gentleman of culture, whom we will

call ‘Mr. G.” :—

Mr. G. : A point occurs to me on which I should like to
have some information if you will be kind enough to give
it me.

John: I will if I can. What is it?

Mr. G. : Am 1 to understand that you once lived in this
which we call the physical world, and that you live now in the
spirit world—a world which is not subject to physical laws
and conditions 7 Is thatso!

John : Yes, that is so.

Mr. G.: Then I should like to know how you, a dis-
carnate spirit, can produce effects in the material world —
effects that are cognisable by our physical senses. How, for
instance, can you converse with us by audible speech ?

John : I materialise, or partly materialise, the necessary
organs—for the time being.

Mr. G. : Yes, but how, and by what process, do you
accomplish that? And having produced the requisite
material organs—temporarily as you say—how can you, who
are not material, direct and control them %

John : That I cannot tell you ; or, rather, if I attempted
to tell you, you could not possibly understand ; so if I tried
I'should be simPl mislea(i)ing you.

Mr.G.: Oh! gut surely ——

John: Yes! I know what you would say. But let me
ask you a question in return. Could you teach mathematics
toa Hottentot %

Mr. G.: No, I do not think I could.

John : Oh ! but surely

Mr. G.: A Hottentot would not have the sense and
capacities necessary to understand me.

John : Just so. And, excuse me for saying that
neither have you the sense and capacities requisite for under-
standing the laws and conditions under which we live in the
spirit world and by which we are enabled to perform things
which seem to you inexplicable. Let me give you an illustra-
tion taken from your own physical plane—not perfect,
certainly, bat sufficiently so to enable you to perceive what
Imean. Let us suppose that you are out for a walk with a
friend who was born blind. Presently you say to him * Here
comes Mr. Smith.” Your friend asks in surprise: ‘ How do
you know ? I don’t Zear him. ‘No, you reply, ‘but I can
see him.” ‘See him? What do you mean by seeing him ?’
your friend naturally inquires—and you cannot tell him !

Mr. G.: Oh! I should say that the rays of light falling
on the retina of the eye ——

John : And he would say in reply : ¢ Light! light ! What
do you mean by light 7’ And again you could not tell him.
You would be unable to make him comprehend how some-
thing of which he had no knowledge could produce an effect
of the nature of which he had had no experience. For a
similar reason I am unable to make yow understand the
possibilities of the laws and conditions under which we live

lJIGHT-

207

in the spirit world. You may be cognisant of the effects,
but you can have no adequate conception of the causes or
of how they operate. In this case it is you who are the
friend who was born blind.

27. I am considerably perplexed and shall be thankful
for any assistance you can give me. My mind is so con-
stituted that I cannot help, when new thoughts come to me,
probing things to the bottom, whatever the consequence.
It was this irresistible tendency which led me to Spiritualism
and now it seems to be leading me in a direction from which
I intuitively shrink. Some thoughts have been presented
to me in relation to Necessity on the one hand and Free
Will on the other. Logically, the truth seems to lie with
the doctrine of Necessity, but I hope I may yet find that
there is a fallacy in the arguments of its advocates, for I
positively dread the idea of coming to feel that I have no
free choice as regards my thoughts and actions, and am, in
short, a mere automaton. Supposing that two or more
courses are presented to me, am I not free to take which I
wish 7—TRUTH AT ALL HAZARDS.

ANsWER : Your questions have no relation either to the
phenomena or to the philosophy of Spiritualism, and, there-
fore,are not such as we should be asked to answer. Moreover
the problem is a knotty one, and has puzzled wiser heads
than ours. On the face of it it seems difficult to avoid the
conclusion that every thought and every act are the conse-
quence of some prior cause, and that cause the result
of some yet prior cause, and so on, and so on. You
yourself start with this admission when you say that your
mind is so constituted that you cannot kelp adopting a
certain course, and that this tendency is #rresistible. And
yet you go on to ask, ‘Supposing two or more courses are
presented to me, am I not free to take which I wish?” We
should be disposed to answer ‘Yes! you are certainly free
to take which you wisk ; but you are limited by that very
wish, for you cannot wish otherwise than you do wish.” But
these are all subtleties and not certainties. And even if you
cannot get away logically from the doctrine of Necessity you
need be under no apprehension of ever ‘coming to feel ’ that
you are ‘a mere automaton.’ Free or not free, you will
never cease to feel that you are free, and to act on the
assumption that you are so. Perhaps this is a matter of
intuition, and many persons will rather trust to intuition
than to uncertain reasonings. You will find some interest-
ing thoughts on these questions in Plumptre’s ‘Natural
Causation,’ published by T. Fisher Unwin.

28. Why is it so difticult to obtain clear and satisfactory
information through the Planchette or Ouija board 7 Mis-
leading statements are frequently made, and I am some-
times inclined to doubt if spirits control the movements at
all—A. W. W. ,

AxsweR : The following reply by Hudson Tuttle to a
similar question may meet your difficulties :—

‘The idea prevails that these instruments are machines,
which ought to turn out messages under any circumstances,
whereas they are only means which may be advantageously
used if the medium, the circle, or both, supply the essential
conditions. If either degrade this exalted privilege of com-
muning with the departed, to the pastime of an idle hour,
they attract spirits as inconsiderate, and may expect
responses as inconsequential, as their inquiries.

‘The ease with which messages are given allows spirits to
communicate who otherwise could not. A more potent
cause of unsatisfactory messages is the conduct of the
mediums or members of the circle. When they find that
they can at any time receive messages through these instru-
ments, they resort to them on all occasions, and make them
oracles on business and all affairs of life. This makes
common the heavenly gift, and wastes its benefit. There
would be no cause of complaint if a time were set apart for
séances ; say, twice each week at an hour when there would
be no fear of interruption, and this appointment unvaryingly
kept, and on no account sittings held at any other time.

¢ A little thought will make the reason for this plain : The
spirit friends, knowing the appointed hour, will be present
and prepared to communicate, and will not allow the
approach of others undesirable. They will perfect them-
selves in the methods required, which is often a difficult task.
On the contrary, if on the whim of the moment the medium
rushes to the instrument, his spirit friends may be absent—
presumably they will be—and any spirit drawn within his
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sphere may communicate. It may be truthful, or it may
not be. It may understand the process of communicating or
it may bo ignorant, and give false or erroneous messages
because it cannot do better. A
¢ Another prolific cause of confusion and dissatisfaction
is the resort at once to test questions, and those relating to
business matters of which the communicating spirits, unless
limitless in information, could know nothing. The control
well knows that if ignorance is admitted, there will be an
end of confidence, and having claimed to be a certain indi-
vidual, such as a brother, sister, or friend, guesses the
answer and replies as best able. Or the control may be
as claimed and with the most careful attention and integrity
have the answers wrongly conveyed or misunderstood,
through the counteracting influence of the circle or medium.
Then there is antagonism, and by its means the door is
opened wide for a flood of such communications. The
xfnedium and circle expect deception and prepare the way
or it.
‘This advice is not only applicable to this method of

communicating, but equally to all others. Instead of active

articipancy, there should {)e cultivated passive receptivity.

'est, questions should not be asked unless it is first ascer-
tained of the spirit if it is willing under the conditions to
answer. The best tests come when there is no imperative
demand. Sit patiently and receive whatever may come, and
should there be apparent mistakes, do not at once rush to
the conclusion that you are the sport of evil spirits, or being
designedly given falsehoods. The cause most probably is in
yourself ; you are an imperfect or broken transmitter.’

THE POWER OF THOUGHT UPON
CLAIRVOYANCE.

We have now, apparently, come to that stage of psychic
inquiry when side-lights which may lead to a better under-
standing of the mass of facts already accumulated, and so
to the more correct formulation of psychic laws, seem to be
of almost as much importance as the massing together of
still more facts. Therefore, I venture to report the following
two recent instances of the power of thought upon clair-
voyance.

On Saturday, April 7th, I attended a class for psychic
development, of which I am a member, which, on that
occasion, was to have clairvoyance from the medium,
Mr. White, whom I had never met before. I had scarcely
entered the room when I wished I had not gone, as I felt a
disinclination to having my intimate conditions entered
into in the presence of so many persons. The thought even
crossed my mind that I would pass my turn for clairvoyance,
but I instantly dismissed it in favour of letting things take
their course and, so far as I knew, settled down into a state
of quiescence.

From my position I was the second taken. The first
description given to me was of a female personality who,
the clairvoyant thought, had only become acquainted with
me since she passed over. The two other descriptions were
of gentlemen. At first I failed to identify either. But the
clairvoyant, after having given the second, returned to the
first and asked me if T had ever been in Rome, as this
gentleman had lived there. I was then able to identify him
as an American whom I had met some eight years ago in a
pension in the Apennines. A thought of him had crossed
my mind previously as answering to the description, but I
had rejected it as unlikely to be correct, our intercourse
having been so very slight. Also, the clairvoyant had said
he got the condition of a doctor in connection with the
gentleman, and my mind had, not unnaturally, reverted
to the medical profession, and, for the moment, I had quite
forgotten that this gentleman had been a Doctor of Divinity.

Having been thus put upon the right track, after the
clairvoyant had passed on to the next lady, it occurred to
me that the description given of the second gentleman had
tallied in every particular, both as to personality and
that of local surroundings, with those of Dr. Brachet, the
celebrated doctor of Aix-les-Bains, whose patient I had
several times been, and who passed over some year or two
ago. I have no doubt that full obituary notices of Dr.
Brachet appeared at the time in the English papers, but 1
did not happen to see them, and I only heard of his depar-
ture, last summer, when on the Continent, from a travelling
acquaintance who knew neither its cause nor the exact
time. Perhaps, therefore, someone who knows will say
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whether or no the clairvoyant was correct in suggesting
that Dr. Brachet’s life had been shortened by overwork, and
also whether a pang in the region of the heart would be
associated with the cause of his death.

The third lady from me seemed to have a strong aura
which the sceptical condition of her mind prevented from
being used on her own account by the clairvoyant. He, there-
fore, saw in it, first, a form which was recognised by a lady
sitting next to me, and then he described a lady of about
seventy, tall, with white hair, &c., with whom he got the
sense of being out walking, when her legs gave way under
her and she fell, sustaining such injuries that she never
walked again. Every detail here given corresponded with
an incident which had occurred some twenty-six years ago,
at a pension in which I was staying on the shores of the
Baltic, in Germany, but close to the Russian frontier. The
description of the lady was very exact ; she was seventy-two.

Still, those accustomed to the marvels of clairvoyance
will scarcely think these instances, in themselves, merit
recording. I give them because, in connection with what
went before, they seem to show so strongly the power of
thought upon psychic conditions. My simple feeling—not
wish, much less resolution—against my intimate conditions
being entered into, had evidently shut off all but my
external surroundings from the clairvoyant.

The other instance of the same power is as follows :—

A few evenings ago a friend who is a clairvoyante called
upon me. AsI could not see her at once she was shown into
another room. Almost immediately after I had received
her she asked me whether I had known anybody who had
used an ear-trumpet, because she had seen a lady with one
in the first room. I simply replied ¢ Yes,’ and then began to
recall —mentally only—my remembrance of a grand-aunt,
who passed over many years ago, as having had a round,
full face, and having worn a false front of lightish brown
hair, whilst the clairvoyante was proceeding to describe the
face she had seen as having been oval and surrounded with
very dark hair. But she suddenly stopped and exclaimed :
¢Why, how strange ! instead of the former face I see now,
with an ear-trumpet, a lady with a round face and a false
front of sandy-brown hair” Thus my recollection had
dispelled her first vision. I have not been able to identify
the fivst face. It may have been connected with a previous
tenant of this flat.

These two instances seem to show the interference of
what may, perhaps, be called incarnated thought with the
clairvoyance into discarnate conditions. They also recall to
my mind the following instance of nearly the same kind :—

About two years ago, in great anxiety, I went to Miss
MacCreadie. She told me I must prepare for the worst—so
her contro! assured her. But, she said, there seemed to be
a band of spiritsin my conditions who told her the contrary.
Nevertheless, she believed her own control. The worst
came to pass, just as Miss MacCreadie had said. Also, she
proved to have been correct in details of which no one could,
at that time, have had any knowledge.

Now, in the light of the above instances of the power of
thought upon clairvoyance, does it not seem probable that
what Miss MacCreadie called ‘the band of spirits’ belonging
to my conditions was simply my own influence upon her ?
For I know that I, instinctively, resisted and rejected the
declarations of Miss MacCreadie’s controls, as too sad, and
continued to hope for better things.

Perhaps, were this line of investigation pursued, and
accurate note taken of their own thoughts by the inquirers
of clairvoyants, many of the discrepancies in clairvoyance
might be explained, and the controls exculpated from some,
at least, of the charges of lying which have been brought
against them. It might even happen that Mr. Andrew Lang
and Mr. Podmore might become relieved from some of their
tender concern about the low moral standard of that
secondary self of Mrs. Piper, which they first postulate,
and then proceed to asperse.

Mary Mack WALL.

‘LicaT’ SUSTENTATION FUND.—The Treasurer desires to
acknowledge with thanks the contribution of 10s. by Dr.
Stenson Hooker to the fund for the sustentation of ¢ LicaT.”
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by corre-
spondents and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with
Jfor the purpose of presenting views that may elicit discussion.

‘Grace Livermore.’

Sir,—I should be glad if any reader of * Licut’ could tell
me if ever there was a ‘Grace Livermore.’

I must mention first that until this evening I had not
cut all the es of ‘LicHT’ for November 25th, 1899. At
that season of the year I was extremely busy, and often
was only able to give a glance just inside the paper ; but I
always make a point of reading ‘ Licat’ throughourt, lest I
should miss something particularly intevesting. I therefore
put the copy for November 25th aside, with many others,
unti ad more leisure. It may seem curious, but it is
nevertheless a fact, that I did not until now see the name of
a lady, ‘Mrs. Mary A. Livermore’ on page 563. [ never
memi)er seeing :}v)e name in print be}ore, neither do I
remember hearing the name spoken of.

Now to explain why I should like to know if ever there
was a ‘Grace Livermore.’ Some time back, I cannot say
when or how many weeks ago, I was having a séance with
some friends when I was suddenly controlled, and the words
in a firm voice}l‘ Grace Livermore,” were spoken, My guide

ke, saying that the lady in question used to speak on the
platform. I saw her clairvoyantly, and also a bhall or room
with a number of people listening intently to something the
lmker was saying ; she was describing something with a
glass of water. Why she came we did not, and do not as
yet, know. The name of Mr. Bevan Harris was also given
i connection with it. The article in ‘LicHT’ for November
25th mentions the passing over of a lady named Liver-
more. Can this lady have been connected with the ‘Grace
Livermore’ of my experience? If so it is a splendid test of
spirit return. EmmE HoLMES.

64, Yeldham-road, Hammersmith, W.
April 25th, 1900.

The Spiritualists’ National Federation Fund of
Benevolence (formerly O.P.S. Funds).

SIR,—Another month has passed since, on behalf of my
committee, I ventured to trespass on your hospitable
columns to report the donations received by me for the
above fund, and once again I now crave the usual favour at
Lour hands? Death has removed two of our beneficiaries

tely, but so numerous are the applicants for our sympathy
that t’he two vacancies are filled with other most deservin
cases, and we are doing our best to minister to these an
other pressing calls upon us. While thanking most
sincerely, alike for my committee and myself, all who have
assisted us, let me once more urge the claims of this fund
on the attention and generosity of our friends. There are
many wealthy folk in our ranks, and if they would con-
tribute, say, £5 a year as annual subscribers, and others in
like proportion would do the same, our ability to do increased
gof would be materially extended. We have several good

iends who regularly send their mites, thereby setting an
excellent example, which we should be delighted to see
emulated by others. With sincere thanks to the contri-
butors of the past month, and to you, sir, for inserting our
acknowledgments of the same, I remain,

Faithfully yours,
J. J. MorsE.

Florence House,

Osnaburgh-street, London, N.W.
April 28th, 1900.

ContrIBUTIONS RECEIVED DURING APRIL:—Miss E. M.
Hodges, 1s. 6d. ; Mrs. Kate Taylor Robinson, 1s. ; Miss E. L.
Bosworth-Stone, 2s. 6s.; Mr. Richard Fitton, treasurer,

anchester Mediums Defence Fund, balance with interest,
voted by the committee, £10; Mr. Rustonjee Byramjee,
2.; Mr. F. Trueman, 5s.; Mr. A. Glendinning, annual
Bubscrif)tion, £1 1s.; Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, £1 ; Mr. H.
Withall, £1 ; *Onward,’ 2s.: ‘S. E.;’ 2s. ; Total £13 17s.

FEuixstrowe.—Mrs. M. H. Wallis, of London, will speak
on Wednesday and Thursday, May 9th and 10th, at 7.45 p.m.,
at 6, Gainsborough-terrace. Spiritualists and inquirers

y welcome.

. READING.—A Spiritualist, ‘R.,’ who has recently taken up
his residence in ing, is anxious to meet with others to
form a circle or asociety. We shall be pleased to forward any
letters for him that may be addressed toour care. Surely in
a large and é)lpgressjve town like Reading there ought to be
a vigorous Spiritualist society ! Why not ?

|
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THE MEANING OF EASTER.

A correspondent writes us in regard to the Birming-
ham Spiritualist Union, Masonic Hall, New-street, as
follows :—We have recently been highly gratified by an
address by the talented inspirational speaker, Mr. Walter
Howell, who took for his subject ‘The Meaning of Easter.’
He opened with apoetic description of the advent of spring
(in her various phases, according to the earth’s latitude),
indicative of resurrection and revivication, enforcing the
lesson that there is no death, but incessant life. Nature
teaches that we only die to be born again. Matter had been
demonstrated to be indestructible, and force incapable of
annihilation. Tracing force from its manifestation in the
ghysnca], we were led to the recognition of what Herbert
Spencer described as an ¢ Infinite and Eternal Energy.” We
were surrounded by eternal energy and ceaseless mystery.
The language of the heavens and earth was rejuvenation and
revivication. The best of every age survives. The world
may crucify its martyrs, but out of the ashes of the past
they are resurrected, and rising, phanix-like, with renewed
power, they are re-absorbed into tR]e national life. Modern
Spiritualism had established the natural evolution of the
human soul, by demonstrating the universal continuity of
existence after physical death. The laws under which this
had been accomplished were not modern, they were as
eternal as God, and durable as humanity. Spiritualism had
simply done for this and the spiritual world what the
‘Morse system’ of telegraphic communication had done,
viz., provided a code of communication between would-be
senders and aspiring receivers. Ithad rolled from the heart
the sepulchre stone, demonstrating the continuity of love
and all that made human beings dear to each other. For
this reason Spiritualism celebrated the perpetual resurrec-
tion of universal humanity. Recognising that ‘He lives
most who thinks the noblest and acts the best,” it was our
duty to ally ourselves with the infinite and eternal good,
with that ‘power which makes for righteousness,” striving
to take part in a resurrection which meant spiritual
clevation.—J.H.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Several communications are necessarily held over till next
week, including an interesting letter from the Hon. A.
Aksakoff, St. Petersburg.

¢ A Haunted Room.—Will the friend who has sent us photo-
graphs, said to have been taken in a haunted room in
Stoke Newington, kindly send us his name and address?

SPIRITUALISTS visiting Felixstowe will receive a cordial
welcome at 6, Gainsborough-terrace, where there is a room
available for them in which to hold séances.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.--Deep interest in Spiritualism is
being displayed by numbers of intelligent and cultured
people in Newecastle-on-Tyne, and investigation is proceed-
ing quietly where least suspected. Mediums who possess
healing power are busy and successful—so much so, it is
said, that the ‘regular doctors’ are somewhat disturbed.
Healing the sick is a good and beneficial work ; but, just as

revention is better than cure, so the study of Mental
Science and the observance of the laws of health, by which
means vigorous and buoyant life may Be enjoyed, are far
better. We are glad to know that Newcastle maintains its
position at the head of the spiritualistic movement in the
north-eastern counties. It hasbeen a centre of progressive
thought and spiritualistic activity for the last thirty years,
and it is time surely that the harvest should begin!

FrLeur pe Lys PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.—A circle now
being formed at Bayswater under the name of the Fleur de
Lys Psychological Society, will be of interest to those whose
minds are occupied with the question of Church and Sacra-
mental usage, it being formed for the purpose of gaining light
and evidence on the subject. Those desiring to join shoul
meet at the Friday evening preparatory meetings at 8 o’clock,
241, Westbourne-grove, or communicate with Mrs. L. C.
McDonnell at that address, when a vegular course on all
Friday evenings will be determined, and arrangements
made for larger accommodation according to the number of
members. At these evenings a recognised medium will be
secured, and at the regular course the normal medium,
‘Dominique,” will open each evening with a short address.
Last Friday there was an interesting development through
a Greek control, who gave a satisfactory testimony on the
subject of Baptism, her nationality being clearly evinced by
frequent lapses into her native tongue and her mode of the
sign of the cross, from right to left, the orthodox distinction
between Greek and Roman.—F. VERMULEN McDONNELL.
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EDITOR

MALAY MAGIC.

‘Malay Magic: an introduction to the Folklore and
popular Religion of the Malay Peninsula,’ is the title of a
massive compilation by Mr. W. W. Skeat (Civil Service of
the Federated Malay States). The book is published by
Macmillan and Co. We use the word *compilation’
advisedly, for Mr. Skeat is not only a good observer ; he is
also an industrious reader,—an excellent qualification, by
the way, for producing such a book as this, which requires
many pairs of eyes and comparative, if not competitive,
judgments.

Possibly the majority, even of educated people, would
turn over these excessively curious pages, and then quietly
push the book aside, with a shrug, as a farrago of ‘super-
stitious nonsense.” In fact, there are very few Skeats and
Andrew Langs. The mighty multitude dismiss most of
the world’s survivals as ¢ superstitious nonsense,’ except in
cases where those survivals hold them fast. So true is it
that, even in this field, men and women

Compound for sins they are inclined to,
By damning those they have no mind to.

But it would be a huge mistake to measure the value of
these queer things by the degree of their apparent truth.
Everything is of value that has ever seemed valuable. No
religion has ever been absolutely false, and no superstition
has ever been entirely baseless; and, for the very simple
reason, that every thought is a product of a mental or
spiritual fact. We agree with the writer of this book, that
even a mere fancy has a real existence, and is ‘a fact just
as much as any other’ Besides, ‘all knowledge has a
claim to be considered of importance from a scientific
point of view, and, until everything is known, nothing can
safely be rejected as worthless.’

We must remember, too, the wide-spreading character
of folklore. For example, the extraordinary beliefs and
practices described in this book relate to every phase of
life. They have nothing to do with merely formal rituals
or pious opinions. They determine the colour and tendency
of every phase of social life, and largely control every out-
look upon Religion and Law, Medicine dnd Philosophy. All
this is well pointed out by Mr. Skeat, who also draws
special attention to the fact that there is now what we may
call a meeting of the waters, thanks to Mohammedan
teaching and the influence of matter-of-fact Europeans.
Hence the desirability of collecting and putting on record
speedily these curious old beliefs and practices, before they
pass away, lost in

The light of common day.

LIGET.

[May 5, 1900.

The work covers a wide field, and its 580 pages of
instances and illustrations show immense industry and
insight. We can only briefly refer, however, to two
important sections on ‘The Soul’ and *Spirits, demons
and ghosts.’

Broadly speaking, ¢ Malay Magic’ reminds us a good
deal of Mr. Budge'’s ¢ Egyptian Magic,’ in that both very
largely refer to spirit-intercourse and the relation of men
upon the earth to the spirit people in the unseen realms.
The medium, called by whatever name, is largely in
evidence in this study of Malay magic: and both the
Spiritualist Alliance and the Psychical Research Society
ought to revel in the details of this remarkable book.
The Malays, like the Egyptians, seem to have anticipated
us in everything relating to mediumship, plus utter
abandonment. The soul is pictured as an ethereal
mannikin, tenanting the body, and always liable to restless
longings to float away from it, or to be got at by the
proper means of capture.

Mr. Skeat calls the medium ¢the accredited inter-
mediary.” That is quite near enough. He is called the
Pawang, a functionary of great and traditional importance
in a Malay village. He is, like the modern medium, quite
outside of what we may call the ecclesiastical pale. He has
his ¢familiar spirit’ who keeps intruding spirits in order,
just as our mediums claim to have their ‘guides.” He gives
‘oracles in trance.’ Or, as Kramal, he may officiate at holy
places (called Kramals), spirit-places,” as some Malays call
them, where all kinds of good or evil influences may
cluster.

Here again we meet with the Black Magic which
expresses itself in the well-known efforts to injure or
destroy one’s enemies by injuring or destroying images of
them. The book is rich in instances and illustrations of
this old-world ¢ superstition’ (shall we call it?). But, really,
with the doctrine of ¢ Suggestion’ or ¢ Thought-transference’
forced upon us, we hardly know what to say about it.
These poor relations of ours, these uncivilised heathen, hit
upon some very subtile and profound truths and laws.

The section on ‘Spirits, demons and ghosts’ opens the
door to a perfect whirlwind of uncanny people. Mr. Skeat
calls bis chapter ‘The Malay Pantheon.” We are almost
tempted to call it ‘The Malay Lunatic Asylum.” What
with the Black Genii and the White Genii, and the Black
King of the Genii, with his seven sons, ‘He of the blood-
pool,” ‘He of the thunderbolt,” ¢ World-coverer,” ¢ World-
pricker,” ¢ World-shaker,” ¢ World-beater’ and ¢Universe-
terrifier,’ with a host of other Genii or Jins, we feel rather
inclined to join Helen Wilmans’ army of stalwarts who have
made up their minds to stay here, and make the best of it.

In addition to all these uncomfortable people  on the
other side,” there are hosts of prophets and nature-spirits
in this tremendous Malay menagerie, amongst whom, as
prophets, we are glad to find our old friends Solomon,
Mohammed, David, Joseph, Noah and Elias. But it is the
nature-spirits who give the Malay ghost-story people their
chance : and truly they supply a coarse and abundant feast
of horrors. These people must have been very miserable
or very frightened —or perhaps very cruel—in order to
imagine such blood-curdling creatures behind the veil. It
is pretty evident that the ancients who set out the table
for this ghastly feast must have had very vivid imagina-
tions or very queer tastes.

We are not laughing at them. Behind all their lurid
exaggerations there were deep pathetic truths, but those
truths were related to man, not to the gods; they had
their roots in the earth, not elsewhere. For so it must
ever be ; that man can see only what he feels, and that God
is to him what he is to himself or to his brother. By vhat
strange sad path, and by no other, can man be led out of
his darkness into God’s marvellous light.



























