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of a real estate grant, aggregating in value some 200,000dol.,
the same being donated by two prominent leaders in psychic
research, C. C. Post and Mrs. Post, better known to the
public as Helen Wilmans. This is an_institution not for
profit, and all proceeds are to be utilised in the maintenance
and extension of the institution. Its location is an
ideal one for the purposes of research for which it is in-
tended. It is located upon a beautiful peninsula, with the
Atlantic Ocean on one side and the Halifax River on the
other. This peninsula is fast becoming a prominent resort
for tourists, and its natural advantages are not surpassed
anywhere. It is located in the region of the trade winds,
and for fully nine months in the year it has one of the most
delightful climates to be found anywhere. Away from
the busy business world, and in the midst of natural beauties
almost unsurpassed anywhere, student life on the part of
young, middle-aged, or more aged can but be pleasant and
profitable at any time. The whole student life will be
tempered from the viewpoint of the belief on the part of
the founders of this institution in the Godlike qualities and
absolute mastery of man. Self-reliance, independence of
thought and action, original thought, self-development, are
among the tendencies which will be noted in after years asa
characteristic of the graduates of this institution.

Concerning the handsome-looking ¢endowment,” it is
only right to say that it consists of ‘building plots which
are for sale.’

‘ My mother was a witch,” said one of the speakers at
the late Experience Meeting of the Alliance. It was a
somewhat startling declaration ; but it has its uses.
During centuries, thousands of exceptionally keen and
gifted women have been tormented or killed as ‘witches.’
It is on record that many of the Salem ¢witches,” who
were judicially murdered, were the brightest women in the
little town. Coarse clay could not understand crystal.
And even now, it is too much the custom to treat certain
gifted women as suspects or uncanny.

Yes, it is high time that all this should be reprimanded,
and that we should cease to merely endure or apologise.
The ancient cruelty is now only a modern insolence ; and
it becomes us to confront it, to glory in what is condemned.
Let the brave husband or brother openly stand up and
say,—‘ My wife (or my sister) is a medium:’ or even ‘ My
mother was a witch!” The beautiful audacity of it will
make some men think, and other men ashamed.

Robert Spears’ lines, which he entitled ¢ My Wish,” are
always seasonable, but they come home to us as being very
much needed to-day :—

That while I live, or when I die,

To know my happiness was no one’s misery,

That no one’s loss did ever swell my gain,

My pleasure never came from other’s pain,

My joy was never sorrow to another,

That all should feel I ever was a brother,—

So brotherly that it was sure to spoil

My rest to feel it came from others’ toil,—

Or that my strength was weakness to a neighbour’s frame,

My honour purchased by another’s shame ;

Or that my Aome or church or land was blest

lﬁy what had other hearts and homes depressed.
y wish is this,—to only hear the call,

To bless the Hand, the Hand that gives to all.

The slow but sure return of Spring should remind us
all of the hopeful side of all depressing things. Emerson
knew and saw when he called the world to mark the march
of the invisible but resistless power, always

‘Lifting Better ug to a Best ;
Planting seeds of knowledge pure,
Through earth to ripen, through Heaven endure.’

Mr. GEo. SpriGGs, who has been residing in Melbourne,
has by this time started on his homeward journey, and may
be expected to arrive in London about the end of May. His
Australian friends were to give him_a farewell reception on
March 18th, according to the latest * Harbingerof Light’ which
has come to hand, and his many friends in this country will
gladly give him welcome on his arrival.
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SPIRIT IDENTITY.

By ‘AN OrLp CORRESPONDENT.’

IL

The two short cases now given may be looked on by
many as commonplace, but they serve to illustrate a phase
of spirit return which always appears to me very convincing,
namely, the reproduction of some event which has occurred
in earth life, or the disclosure of some pursuit, hobby, or
tendency characteristic of the previous life of the person who
reappears to the medium, and discloses his or her identity.

In December last there passed on a very worthy man
well-known to me, named Mr. A. He had been ailing only
a week, but when I called on him two days before his tran-
sition, I saw that his condition was very grave although he
himself was unaware of it. The medium knew his name,
because she had heard me speak of him, but was
unacquainted with his personality. When in earth-life
he was noted for his warm heart, his love of the
poor and the homeless, and particularly poor children,
having for many years been the leading spirit in connection
with a home for destitute boys and girls, and one of his hob-
bies was frequent appeals to his friends towards the
collection of old clothes, shoes, &c., suitable for the wants
of the poor city waifs he so often befriended. "About a
couple of months after his demise the clairvoyante informed
me that he had come to her, and after kindly inquir-
ing for my health and that of my family, asked her if
she was fond of children, adding that when on earth he was
very fond of them. Two or three days later she again saw
Mr. A. in her room, and on this occasion he went to a closet
in which were hanging a number of clothes, while some shoes
were also lying on the floor,and going over them in succession
with his hands pointed to certain articles of apparel and
some of the shoes, and said, ‘ These would do fine for my poor
children.’ Shortly thereafter a portrait of Mr. A.was procured
by me and at once identified —with the remark, however,
that the face was now much fuller than shown in the photo,
which was quite accurate, as in his later years this gentleman
had grown very stout, and the photo was one taken when
he was much younger. Here, I contend, the test of identity
was very strong ; the ruling passion, love for the poor and
needy, still dominating him in his new sphere.

The next case of identity came home to me very strongly.
At the end of September, 1899, a gentleman from Lancashire,
who has been known to me for thirty years but who rarely
came to town, was on a visit to a relative of his and mine at
the seaside where, at a golfing resort, I also was staying for
a short time, and I used often to meet him in the evenings
and smoke a friendly pipe after the day’s golf was over. He
was very fond of children, and his host had a pretty golden-
haired boy of two years old, to whom he took a great fancy
and nightly used to sing‘Ride a Cock Horse’ to him, and
make the boy ride on one of his feet or on his knees. Within
a month after, this gentleman was suddenly deprived of life
by an accident, to the great grief of all his friends. I had
often wondered since if he would find his way back to me to
tell if it was well with him on the other side, more especially
as a niece of his, who had passed on ten years ago, has, on
more than one occasion, visited the medium, and written
short messages through her. Nothing occurred, however,
till the evening of March 26th last, when the medium, who
knew this gentleman quite well by sight, saw him most
distinctly, not maimed and shattered as he was at his
demise, but full and vigorous as he was on the golf links in
September last. His first inquiry was for the little boy
whom he named, and whom he had dangled on his knee so
often in my presence in September, and she informs me he
actually repeated the nursery rhyme and reproduced the
dangling process I had so often seen in my friend’s house in
the autumn.

The two cases above given are sent because they illus-
trate the earth tendencies of the reappearing per-
sonages, and also because they tend to show how
little of a ‘wrench’ seems to be effected by the sever-
ance of the spiritual body from the earthly; that the
desires, hopes, and aspirations of earth life are carried into
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the othar world, there, I trust, to be amplified, broadened,
and deepened ; and if it were not that by our upbringing
and our environment, and the almost universal dread of the
change called death, always prevalent among all classes of
men and women, we might rather welcome ¢ transition,’” or
at least believe with unswerving fidelity that,if we lead pure
and good lives here, the closing of our eyes on the earthly,
only means their being opened among spiritual scenes that
are brighter and fairer than the imagination of mankind can
conceive.

CREMATION.

The current number of the ‘Transactions of the Crema-
tion Society of England’ which has just been issued, contains a
report of a lecture delivered at Aberdeen last December by
Dr. Farquharson, M.P., on the subject of ¢ Cremation,” and
those who have not yet taken into consideration the reasons
which support the custom, would find it well worth while
to expend the small sum of sixpence in purchasing this report,
which may be obtained from the office, 324, Regent-street, W.

The subject is one which has urgent claims on the atten-
tion of all thinking persons. It is really astounding to
realise that conditions such as those attending our present
mode of burial are maintained year after year by a com-
munity of rational and responsible beings, who profess to be
intelligent pioneers of sanitary measures, and often are
ardent promoters of the social weal. The present mode of
disposing of untenanted bodies is in the highest degree
uncivilised, irrational, and unsanitary. This is a charge
which will perhaps be liable to be disputed, but we refer
those who doubt its fairness to the above-mentioned lecture.

That our present method is a retrograde one we think is
proved by the fact that in earliest times, in Asia and the
Western world, in Rome, in Greece, and among Orientals,
healthier and purer methods were in common use : princi-
pally the method of cremation. That burial is irrational
and unsanitary can hardly be denied by any one who con-
siders carefully such facts as these : That in the parochial
barying-ground of St.Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh, in fifteen years,
10,800 bodies had been deposited in little more than an acre
of ground, nearly all of which had been trenched over for
the purpose of re-interment three times in twenty years;
that microbes are generated by the decomposition of bodies,
‘which leave behind them spores even more vital and dan-
gerous than themselves, the principal among them being
those of measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, whooping cough,
typhus, and enteric fever, cholera, and tuberculosis,” which
diseases ‘kill about 80,000 people a year’ ; and that infectious
diseases may be transmitted through the soil in which
bodies so diseased have been buried, for so long a period as
ten years after interment. If any one doubts these state-
ments we refer him again to the Report (pp. 24, 25). The
facts are unpleasing enough, but the extraordinary apathy
and ignorance of intelligent people concerning such facts is
yet more unpleasing.

Even apart from the fact that thousands who pass out of
this sphere into the other, are leaving a legacy of discase
in the disused shell which they quit (which alone should,
one would think, suffice to stir the thinking part of the
population to reform), the present mode of burial entails a
lamentable waste of land. The Bishop of Manchester
pointed this out in 1887 when opening the Social Science
Congress in his diocese, and he added : ‘In the same sense
in which the Sabbath was made for man and not man for
the Sabbath, I hold that the earth was not made for the dead
but for the living’ Moreover, the overcrowding of grave-
yards is not only unhealthy and a waste of space, butit leads
to unseemly disturbance of the remains of the dead,
especially in the case of paupers. The body is truly but
*the worn out fetter which the soul has broken and cast
away, but its intimate association with the spirit has con-
secrated it in the regard and affections of mankind ; and
reverence for the dead is one of the tide-marks of the healthy
moral feeling of a community.

Although, in the case of those whose position ensures it,
the present system may foster this reverence, it cannot be
said to do so in cases in which the feeling most requires to be
fostered, z.e., in the bestowal of the bodies of paupers. Here
personal sentiment is often lacking, and the communal
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sentiment should be most efficiently displayed. The com-
munity should, by its reverent treatment of the pauper’s
body, witness for the sanctity of humanity and the brother-
hood and dignity which binds its members together. But
necessity isa hard master, and often under its rule there is no
place found for the nobler sentiments to operate. Owing to
the stupid prejudice which clings blindly to old methods, in
spite of the knowledge that they are unhealthy and wasteful,
our cemeteries and graveyards are becoming so horribly
overfilled that reverent treatment of paupers’ bodies becomes
in some cases almost impracticable (vide pp. 20, 21).

It is astonishing to note how long a time it takes to make
the British public realise these facts and their import. Some
progress has been made since 1885, when the society com-
menced operations by three cremations ; in 1899 the number
reached two hundred and forty : but this is not a very rapid
advance.

This year’s list includes, however, names of men of note
and of clergy ; so prejudice is evidently gradually breaking
down. What is wanted is more consideration and more
courage. A great many people who have no objection to
cremation do not take the trouble to ensure that it shall be
carried out in their own case, and by not ensuring it, they
contribute their share to the legacy of discase which this
generation is heedlessly leaving to the next. And some who
do consider the matter have not the moral courage to face
the disapproval which their action may meet with from
friends. A few perhaps are haunted by the fear that they
may in some way participate in consciousness of the disinte-
grating process, even after they have left the body. This
question was discussed in ‘ LIGHT ’ some time ago.

It seems to us quite obvious, however, that to let such
fears affect our action in this matter in such a way as to
spread disease and suffering among our fellow men is a form
of cowardly selfishness that can hardly be too severely
censured. Such a connection of the spirit with the body as
could cause suffering, ¢/ ¢t occurs at all, would presumably be
due to the mental condition of the person being habitually
centred upon bodily sensations ; and if so the best way to
avoid such a possible reactionary effect on the mind would
be to practise withdrawing the mind from dwelling on bodily
sensations during life. But to every right-minded soul no
temporary phase of discomfort or even pain, could balance
the satisfaction of knowing that its transition was the cause

of no disease and no suffering to the race still struggling in
the flesh.

By paying a fee of £10 down to the society life-member-
ship 1s secured, and the cremation is carried out free of cost
at death. H.A.D

CLAIRVOYANCE ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

Mr. R. Boursnell, of 58, Uxbridge-road, has sent us, for
perusal,a letter received from hisson, whois on active service
in South Africa, with the 21st Royal Scots Fusiliers, under
General Barton. We give a short extract in which our
readers will be interested ; the rest is of too personal a
nature for publication :—

‘Sunday, February 25th.—My dear father and all at home,
I received your kind and weicome letter this morninﬁ,
the one you wrote on my birthday, January 24th.
You do not know how pleased I was to receive it, for
it seems to put new li{'c into me. This being Sunday
morning all is quiet as yet, but we have had a
rough time of it the last twelve days, out in the
field with hardly anything to eat. It has been very wet
this last week a,ndy our water-proof sheet has let the
water through; so we got wet clothes to do our
fighting in, which was very uncomfortable. The Boers are
better looked after than we are, for they have big waterproof
coats with capes. It is dreadful to have to run a man
through with bayonets and shoot them down like dogs, but
if we did not do that to them they would do it to us. ). &
I have a guide always at night. He seems to be a big,
powerful man, dark, with a round face, and a dark beard an
moustache. [ should think he stands about 6ft. 2in., and
with a big cloak on,and when I am firing my gun he is with
me and helps me through a lot of my troubles. I have
asked, time after time, his name, but he shakes his head and
points always to the right. Perhaps you might get to know
who this good man is. They have just opened fire
on us, and we may have to move forward up the high hiils to
get at them at any moment. So, with best love and good
wishes,” &c., &c.
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MATTER AND MIND.

By CuarLEs WiLLiaM BEALE, IN THE APRIL NUMBER
or ‘MiND.

Before insisting upon a radical departure from those pre-
conceived ideas which have stood the test of ages, and been
almost universal in their acceptance, there should be no un-
necessary obstacles left to encumber the mind ; all should be
as clear and definite as possible. If in saying ‘there is no
such thing as matter’ we do not mean exactly what we say,
or if there is any clearer or better mode of expressing the
thought, the most exact and definite terms should be
employed. I maintain, therefore, that it is not strictly true
to say there is no such thing as matter, and that theidea in-
tended to be conveyed should be employed somewhat in the
following terms :—

Matter does not exist as we have believed it to exist ; for
matter and mind are identical.

You may say that this statement is as monstrous as the
other ; but thereis a vast difference, inasmuch as the latter is
susceptible of proof by a line of logical deduction that is un-
agsailable. If westart with the hypothesis that God is Spirit,
and that He is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent, we
and all other entities are a part of Him. ‘In Him weliveand
move and have our being,’and every object in space, whether
upon theso-called spiritual plane or any other, is necessarily
a part of this infinite God. This is obvious from the fact
that there was, and is, but one substance out of which to
create anything, and that substance is the God-substance.
Now, God is not a person, but Sparit, 7.e., Infinite Mind ; and
when I look at a tree, or at any other material object, I am
looking at a manifestation thereof. But this mind is my
mind ; therefore the trees are really a part of me—they are
within me. Consequently, when I say there is no matter I
mean that it does not exist as we have believed it to exist.
Being part of my mind, it is subject to my mentality, and
in my higher development can be changed to my conception
—exactly as my thoughts can be changed.

This is not an idle fancy, but a fact. That which we call
matter is potentially quite as ethereal as thought—indeed
it 7s thought ; and if thought is real, matter is real to prez
cisely the same oxtent. Why, then, is it not subject to our
desires? Why does it remain apparently fixed and immov-
able? Because thought vs fized—because man has convinced
himself through ages of thinking that his environment is
something entirely separate and apart from himself ;
whereas, were he acquainted with his real character he would
perceive that in his true Self lie all the mysteries of Nature ;
that he is mind, and that when he has mastered himself he
will have mastered his environment.

When we say ‘there is no such thing as matter,” we
should explain that we mean that matter does not exist as
something separate and apart from ourselves. We should
explain that it exists as mind, or thought ; that the trees,
the waters, the land, and the heavenly bodies are all the
product of thought ; that there was nothing but Mind to
make them out of, inasmuch as all substance is contained
in an infinite God, and the various forms that surround
us are but manifestations of the one Universal Mind. If
mind is real, matter is real ; but it must be remembered
that its reality is that of mind or thought, and being of the
same substance as thought, is necessarily subject thereto—
for when man has learned to think, and to understand his
higher nature, he will understand the secret of magic.

It must not be presumed that matter is any the less real
on account of its identity with mind, but rather that (being
mind-stuff) it is amenable to thought.. The writer, having
expressed this idea quite fully in a book he wrote several
years ago, called ‘The Ghost of Guir House,” begs leave to
make the following quotation from it :—

¢ Unfortunately, language is not absolute or final in its
power to convey thought, and the best we can do is to use it
as carefully as possible to express ourselves, which we can
only hope to do approximately. Therefore, when I say that
a thing is hot or cold or hard or soft, I only mean that it is
so by comparison with certain other things’; and when Isay
matter has no existence I mean that it has no independent
existence—no existence outside of the mind that brought it
into being. I mean that it was formed 4y mind, formed out
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of mind, and that it continues to exist z» mind as a part of
mind. I mean that it is an appearance objective to our
point of consciousness on the material plane ; but inasmuch
as it was formed by thought, it can be 7eformed by
thought, which could never be if it existed independently
of thought. It is realin the sense of apparent objectivity,
and not real in the sense of independent objectivity ; and yet
it affects us in precisely the same manner as if it were inde-
pendent of thought. hat, then, is the difference between
matter as viewed from the idealist’s and the materialist’s
voint of view? At first there is apparently none, but a
éeoper insight will show us that the difference is vast
and radical ; for in the one case the tree or the chair
that I am looking at, owing its very existence to
mind, is governed by mind, which could never be did
they exist as separate and distinct entities. Therefore,
I say with perfect truth that matter does not exist in
the one sense, and yet that it does exist in the other.
I dream of a green field or a beautiful landscape, never
before beheld :% awake, and it is gone. Where was that
enchanting scene? I can tell you ; for it was in the mind
where everything else is. But upon waking I have chnngecf
my mind, and the scene has vanished. Thus it is with the
adept of the East, with the Yoghis, the Pundit, the Rishis,
and the common Fakir ; through the power of hypnotism
they alter the condition of the subject’s mind, and with it
his world has likewise undergone a change. You say this is
not real—that it is merely illusion ; butin reply I would say
that these illusions have been subjected to the severest tests.
Their reality has been certified to by every human sense ; and
when an illusion responds to the sense of both sight and touch,
when the sense of sight is corroborated by that of touch or
by any other of the %ve senses, what better evidence have we
o{ the existence of those things we are all agreed to call
real? Yes; I know what you are about to say—you object
upon the ground that only a small minority are witnesses to
the marvels of Eastern magic ; but you are wrong, for I
have seen hundreds of men in a public square all eye-
witnesses to precisely the same occult phenomena at once.
Now, if certain hundreds could be so impressed, why not
other hundreds % And, with a still more Fowerful hypnotiser,
why could not a majority—nay, all of those in a certain
district, a certain State, a certain country, wn the world—
be made to see and feel things which now and to us have no
existence? In that case would it be the majority or the
minority who were deceived ? Al 7s mind, and the hypno-
tiser merely alters it.

Our environment is real—it is very real ; and in our pre-
sent stage of development it holds us in its iron grasp as if
it were something quite separate and apart from ourselves.
But its reality is of the nature of a dream. It is real in the
sense that a dream is real ; and who that has ever had
nightmare will deny the reality of the disturbing cause ? But
by patient effort we may learn to control our dreams ; and
the haunting evils of nightmare can be shorn of their terror
and held up in their real character by the act of awaking.
In like manner man may learn to master his environment
and develop unlimited individual powers without passing
through the change known as death, which, after all, is
only the elimination of ignorance and the restoration of our
consciousness to truth.

IN SLEEP.

In connection with the interesting account of Mr.
Everitt’s sleep experiences which appeared in ‘LieaT’ Of
April 7th, some of your readers will like to read the fol-
lowing extract from the funeral oration delivered by the
great Bishop Ambrose, of Milan, as he knelt by the bier
whereon the body of his brother lay :—

‘ Why should I weep for thee, my beloved brother ? It is
only place that is changed. Henceforth our souls are
always together. Thou gavest up the pleasantness of thy
native city only to be near me, and now it is thou who wilt
open to me one day the gates of our true country. Hence-
forth heaven possesses the best part of me. . At
every movement I see thee, I speak to thee, I press
thee in my arms day and night. I used to dread sleep be-
cause it interrupted our communion ; now I love it, for in
sleep, which is the image of death, I find thee again.

Our holy sister is left to me—she who, like me, placed in
thee the happiness of our existence. Thou only canst com-
fort her. éhe will feel thy presence, she will feel thy life,
she will learn not to regret thee too bitterly, for 1s,:hou wilt

)

assure her of thy bliss. A.D.

NEw Yorg,U S A. ‘Licar’ may be obtained from Messrs.
Brentano, 31, Union-square.
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THE LATE MR. BEVAN HARRIS.

The readers of ‘LicHT, for April 7th, will have noticed
the brief intimation of the translation of our esteemed
friend, Mr. Bevan Harris, of Radcliffe-on-Trent.

To those who love to study the natural and beautiful
transmutations of organic chemistry, death comes as a
gentle friend ! Notwithstanding this fact, our richest sym-
pathies are aroused when the operations of Nature’s forces
carry our beloved ones within the veil, and we can only
think of the ‘voice that is still’; yet, with the anticipation
of meeting again in the bright beyond. To our industrious
friend and self-sacrificing worker death must have come asa
triumphant victory, and his excellent example is a priceless
legacy to his bereaved friends and comrades.

Mr. Harris first saw the light in 1823, at a village near
London, and was at an early age apprenticed to a large
drapery house in the metropolis. Born of religious parents
who were associated with Congregationalism, he united
himself with the church to which the late celebrated Dr.
Lichfield ministered, and I have often heard his recital of
how, as a young man, he listened to distinguished divines
of many other denominations. During the fifties he
sojourned in the United States, after which he resided in
Hull, and about 1876 settled in Newcastle-on-Tyne, where
he again engaged in extensive business operations success-
fully. Having joined the church of the late Dr. Rutherford,
who was known as a distinguished Radical reformer and
bosom friend of the late Joseph Cowen, the advanced ideas
propounded by the Doctor prepared our friend for the still
more progressive spiritual philosophy which he was destined
to espouse. About the year 1882, Dr. T. L. Nichols, of
London, visited the North and delivered several lectures in
Newcastle, which Mr. Harris attended, and the Doctor
narrated a series of successful experiments which he had
made in the course of his investigation into Spiritualism.
Our friend’s thoughts were thus turned into heterodox
bye-paths, and he felt constrained to seek for truth
in a new direction. His decision to do so was intensi-
fied by hearing the eloquent expositions of Spiritu-
alism by the late Emma Hardinge Britten. Dr. Chal-
mers speaks somewhere of the ‘expulsive power of a
new affection, and the startling fact of spirit return,
together with the experience of the joy of open communion,
opened to our friend the realm of the divine spiritual
life and filled him with holy gladness and zeal in the real
work of the spirit. From that time forward we beheld a
continuous evolution in him. His enthusiasm was un-
precedented, his sympathies were intense, and his lahours on
behalf of the new-found truth were multifarious and un-
failing. His incessant invasions of ministerial privacy, and
constant intrusions of the subject of Spiritualism upon
Christian gatherings, frequently became the subject of talk
here and elsewhere. He endeavoured to associate Spirit-
valism with every reform movement in which he was an
interested and respected worker. His numerous communica-
tions to the Press of Newcastle, Hull, and other places
would, if collected, form a goodly volume, and were
occasionally resented by newspaper readers. But his
racy, cheery style ‘caught on,” and, better still, he had
arrested the editorial ear, and by his industrious efforts an
enormous amount of Spiritualism was thus served up at the
breakfast table—no matter whether palatable or otherwise
to the recipients. Mr. Harris transferred his Christian
earnestness to Spiritualism, and by open-air work on Sun-
days (and week-days too) forced the subject upon the atten-
tion of large numbers of people. From an improvised
rostrum, surrounded by a band of earnest, and often elo-
quent, volunteers, he frequently addressed, audiences of
hundreds of people. His blue and white flag, bearing the
motto ‘ There is no death,” was a well-known rallying centre,
and while he proclaimed his gospel, distributors were gene-
rally busy circulating spiritualist literature, gratis, among
the crowds. From results that have come to my know-
ledge, it is certain that much of the seed sown at these
meetings fell upon good and fruitful ground. Not content
with these efforts, he undertook similar work wherever he
went, and raised his voice in Hull, London, Brighton, Not-
tingham, and latterly in Radcliffe-on-Trent, where he resided
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for several years, and valiantly endeavoured to establish a
spiritualist society.

His spiritual life was placid, genial, and kindly. Aggres-
sive without being intolerant, his efforts were educational
and helpful. Courteous and progressive, he was a man who
won respect and esteem for his’ manifest sincerity and
single-heartedness ; to know him was to love him. May we
anticipate that upon other and higher spiritual planes his
potency for effective endeavour will be enlarged, and
expressed in the upward trend of human thought and life?
In the words of Wesley—slightly modified :—

‘May we strive to join our friend above,
Who has obtained the prize,
And on the eagle wings of love
To joys celestial rise.
Let ail our friends terrestrial sing,
With those who now have gone,
Since all the servants of our King

On earth—in Heaven—are one.’
W. H. RoBINsoN.

Newecastle-on-Tyne.

DR. HYSLOP AND SPIRITUALISM.

This month’s ‘Harper’s Magazine’ contains a com-
prehensive and outspoken article by Dr. Hyslop, of Columbia
University, upon the ‘ Results of Psychical Research.” The
Doctor points out that both science and religion in their
antagonism have been strangely forgetful of, or indifferent to,
‘a sporadic class of phenomena, the exclusive possession of
a despised body of men and women who claim to have ob-
tained occasional intercourse with departed spirits. It is
admitted that the early attempts to verify these claims
revealed a large amount of illusion and fraud, and that
Spiritualism has often been associated with great ignorance
of mental and physical laws, together with an almost total
incapacity on the part of the majority of the observers or
investigators to grasp the most elementary principles of what
constitutes scientific evidence. But, despite these drawbacks
and difliculties, it was felt that there were a large number of
facts and phenomena that were deserving of examination at
the hands of science. The origin and work of the Society for
Psychical Research is briefly described, and it is chiefly from
the ‘Proceedings’ and ‘Journal’ of that Society, together
with the well-known work ‘ Phantasms of the Living,” that
Dr. Hyslop takes the facts upon which his article is based.
At the outset he clearly defines what, in his opinion, are the
most telling phenomena in favour of a survival or continu-
ance of personality after death. There are two reasons why
little stress should be laid upon physical phenomena.
¢ Firstly, there is no class of facts more casily connected with
fraud ; they are too intimately associated with the immediate
presence of the presumed human cause of them to obtain
any reasonable assurance of a supernormal origin.
“Secondly, they are not evidence of spirits in most cases,
even on the supposition that they are genuine, which many
of them are proved not to be. The only phenomena that are
entitled to any recognition whatever, as. even superficially
spiritistic, are those which bear upon the question of
personal identity —that is, the persistence after death of the
consciousness that we once knew as a living being. All
other phenomena may be discarded as irrelevant to the
problem.” There is some force in these objections. Much
that happens in the sdéance room is ascribed to spirit
power, and afterwards proffered as evidence of such, which
upon closer examination might have been found to have
quite a different origin, .., manifestations of what in
psychology is known as the ‘secondary personality.’

The instances sclected by Dr. Hyslop are all well authen-
ticated, and they range from such testimony as that of
Lord Brougham and Dr. G. J. Romanes, I'.R.S., to the ‘ census

of hallucinations’ and sittings and experiments with Murs.
Piper. In addition, Dr. Hyslop, himself, has had a number
of sittings with Mus. Piper, and the result of his investi-
gations has been to leave him ‘no alternative between
Spiritism and an infinite telepathy to account for the facts.’

e finds himself ‘ reduced to a choice between an omniscient
telepathy and communication with discarnate spirits,” and
he boldly states ¢ that he prefers the latter hypothesis as the
more rational of the two in our present state of knowledge
regarding supernormal phenomena.’

ARrTHUR BUTCHER.
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To France

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.

A very painstaking and learned book is Dr. C. H. H.
Wright’s work on ¢The Intermediate State and Prayers
for the dead, examined in the Light of Scripture and of
ancient Jewish and Christian Literature’ (London: James
Nisbet and Co.). The main, one might almost say the one,
object of the book is to beat back or beat down the present-
day tendency to indulge in prayers for the dead: and, as
one turns over these scholarly pages, as full of anxiety as
they are of the marks of industry, one’s first thought is,—
why, for such an object, should anyone care to take such
trouble, to spend so much time, and to ask the help of so
much excellent paper and type ?

But let us be perfectly fair. Dr. Wright evidently
believes that the intrusion of prayers for the dead would
lead to serious evils. In his opinion they are ‘undesirable
revivals of what was common in the dark ages,’—a part
and parcel of an odious system which gave us masses for
the dead, belief in purgatory, and all that logically follows
from these ‘errors.” Dr. Wright is for standing in the
porch, to keep the wolf out: ‘The solemn duty of resisting
an error in its commencement should be more often insisted
upon, for the admission of any practice not based on the
teaching of Holy Scripture is certain to lead ultimately to
grievous doctrinal departures from the faith.’

The last sentence reveals one of Dr. Wright's strongest
characteristics. He is intensely Biblical. He simply will
not allow any difference of opinion as to that. ¢The
higher criticism’ is exceedingly distasteful to him ; or, at
all events, if it touches critically ‘our Christian standpoint,’
we must bar the door against it : ¢ we must ever protest.’
‘In all cases where the Scriptures are silent, we must be
satisfied to confess our ignorance’; and end there, we
suppose. But we are afraid this will not bear scrutiny.
Ignorance’ is the last refuge for the destitute ; and most
mentally alive men very rightly shrink from it. If the
Bible is ‘silent,” we may be sure that will not close up the
human avenues. May we not say that it does not close up
the divine avenues ? Has the Father nothing to say to His
children, in the presence of a silent book ?

Dr. Wright goes far afield, and in an attractive way,
though he everywhere looks for only one thing. Beginning
with ¢Old Testament revelations of a life after death,’
he plods steadily on through ¢The state of the dead
depicted in pre-Christian and early post-Christian Jewish
writings,” ‘The state of the dead depicted in other carly
Jewish writings,” ‘Jewish usages in distinctly post-
Christian days,’ ¢ Paradise and Gehenna,”  The New Testa-
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ment passages appealed to by those who uphold prayers for
the dead,”  Prayers for the dead in the early ages of Christi-
anity,” ‘The intermediate state as depicted in Christian
apocryphal writings,” ¢ Hell as described by the Fathers, and
Hell and Purgatory as portrayed by the Roman Catholic
Church,” and so on, ending with ‘The teachings of the
Church of England.’ And, everywhere, he claims that
Prayers for the dead are not to be found. He is not
entirely convincing: but, even though his claim were well
founded, what of it? If Prayers for the dead are reason-
able, devout and consoling, one might only be sorry for
the ancients who missed the blessing. It will never do to
say that because they missed it we must forego it.

Take, for example, that story of the fine old Rabbi,
Rabban Johanan, who was visited on his death-bed by his
scholars, at sight of whom he began to weep: whereupon
they said, €O Light of Israel, Pillar on the right hand, the
mighty Hammer, why weepest thou ?’ It turned out that
he wept because he was going to meet, not an earthly king
who might punish him for a time, but the King of Kings
whose awards were eternal, and before whom were only
two ways, to Eden and Gehenna, ‘and I know not to which
way they may conduct me.” That story seems to help Dr.
Wright. But all it proves is that this ancient Jew groped
in darkness.

Dr. Wright, however, seems to be in the dark himself.
He has got no further than poor old Rabban Johanan. He
cites, apparently with approval, the teaching of the old
Puritans, that ¢ the present time is the day of opportunity,
but the opportunity once lost cannot be recalled.” He
cites, as ‘the doctrine everywhere taught in the early age
of Judaism and Christianity ’ that  there was no hope for
the wicked on the other side of the grave.’ True, there
have been dreamers of better things, who ¢were bold
enough to speak of souls ascending by degrees from the
lower to the upper regions,” and there were others who, in
¢ their vain imaginations,” surmised that the wall between
Paradise and Gehenna had becomereduced to a hand-breadth,
and that, once a week, the condemned souls had a holiday.
All such ‘unscriptural” notions Dr. Wright frowns down,
and leaves us under the cloud of ‘no hope beyond the
grave.” It is very strange and very sad.

As we have intimated, the book is brought up to date
with a review of the teaching of the Established Church ;
and here there is—chaos. Prayers for the dead are to be
found in the old State Prayer Books, but they were
dropped (not forbidden) later on, and are only doubtfully
discoverable in the present Book of Common Prayer. Dr.
Wright takes a sorrowful glance back at certain divines ¢in
the degenerate days of Charles II’ who prayed for the
dead, and mournfully refers to a tablet over Isaac Barrow,
Bishop of St. Asaph (1680), which contains ‘a prayer for
that theologian’ in Latin. What a pity it seems that so
good a theologian as Dr. Wright should see signs of
¢ degenerate days’ in such a prayer,—and in Latin, too !

On the other hand, Dr. Wright seems to find comfort
in one of the Church’s official Homilies which, we admit, is
very explicit :—

Neither let us dream any more that the souls of the
dead are anything at all holpen by our prayers; but, as
the Scripture teacheth us, let us think that the soul of
man, passing out of the body, goeth straightways either

to heaven or else to hell, whereof the one needeth no
prayer, and the other is without redemption.

That seems to us rather crude, and a little barbarous.
That it can satisfy mankind much longer we do not believe.

‘Dearn DEFEATED ; or, the Psychic Secret of How to
Keep Young,’ is the title of a new and startling book by
Dr. J. M. Peebles, which will shortly be published in Boston,
Mass., U.S.A.

OV












used.it










