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Surely one of the prettiest of children’s magazines is
“The Children’s Garden,” a halfpenny monthly, commenced
last January (The Ideal Publishing Union). It is on the
march in the interest of Vegetarianism, but that does not
prevent its being a very winsome thing indeed—as smart
as it is wholesome. The cover is worth the halfpenny, but
there are sixteen pages of text within it.

The following, by Edith Thomas, entitled. ¢ Talking in
Their Sleep,” has its beautiful and happy suggestions for
Easter :—

‘You think I am dead,’
The apple tree said,
‘ Because Fkave never a leaf to show—
Because I scoo‘)
And my branches droop,
And the dull gray mosses over me grow !
But I'm all alive in trunk and shoot ;
The buds of next May
I fold away—
But I pity the withered grass at my root.’

‘You think I am dead,
The quick grass said,
‘ Because I have parted with stem and blade !
But under the ground
I am safe and sound
With the snow’s thick blanket over me laid.
I'm all alive and ready to shoot,
Should the spring of the year
Come dancing here—
But I pity the flower without branch or root.’

‘You think T am dead,’
A soft voice said,
¢ Because not a branch or root I own !
I never have died,
But close, I hide
In a plumy seed that the wind has sown.
Patient I wait through the long winter hours;
You will see me again—
I shall laugh at you then,
Out of the eyes of a hundred flowers.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

CLOSING MEETING OF THE PRESENT SESSION.

A CONVERSAZIONE
Of the Members and Associates of the London Spirit-
ualist Alliance will be held in the Banqueting Hall, St.
James’s Hall (Regent-street entrance), on Friday Evening,
April 20th. The doors will be opened at seven o’clock,
and at eight o’clock precisely,

THE REV. H. R. HAWEIS, M.A.,
Will give an Address on

¢SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY.

Music and Refreshments during the evening,

Admission will be by ticket only. Two tickets will
be sent to each Member, and one to each Associate, but
both Members and Associates can have additional tickets
for the use of friends on payment of 2s. each.

Applications for extra tickets must be accompanied
by remittance (Postal Order preferred), addressed to Mr.
E. W. Wallis, Secretary of the London Spiritualist
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., not later than
Wednesday, April 18th.

REVERE the divinity within thyself. In this way alone
thou canst cultivate reverence for others. All that the out-
ward life displays is the reflection of the life within, and
that which appeals to the inner life from without rest
assured must find there an affinity, else no impression is
made. The soul that looks within is never desolate. Deso-
lation and despair are mockeries thrown back on the soul
that looks only to the outward world for peace and love. The
self-centred soul is the royal soul and the crown it wears
never covers a troubled head. 'Tis the God within, the ‘I
am that I am,” against whom the storms and tempests of the
world beat in vain.—* Light of Truth,
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‘THE NIGHT SIDE OF NATURE.

Our object in drawing attention to this book (of which
we have a second edition, published so long ago as 1848) is
not so much to comment on the book itself, as to notice a
translation of it which has, this year, appeared in French,
under the title of ‘Les Cotés Obscurs de la Nature.” By
whom the translation was made is not stated, but it is a
pleasure to note that it flows with ease and lucidity, and
does not betray the usual mechanism of translation.

The original is, we believe, now out of print; which is
a pity. The writer evinced remarkable insight, as a perusal
of the introduction shows. Writing so early as 1848, she yet
recognised a change (which had then scarcely begun) in the
mental attitude of intelligent minds towards the mysteries of
nature and life. ‘The contemptuous spirit of criticism is
vielding to a more humble. spirit of inquiry,” she writes.
And referring to the investigation into psychic phenomena
she says: ‘The most acute intellect and the most powerful
logic can throw little light on the subject ; it is at the same
time—thouyh I have a confident hope that this will not always
be the case—equally irreducible within the present bounds of
science.” (The italics are our own.) Further on Mrs Crowe
(the able author of the original) makes this daring and
trenchant observation, which indicates how much ahead of
ordinary minds was this enterprising thinker :(—

‘That the facts presented to our notice appear to us
absurd, and altogether inconsistent with the notions our
intellect would have enabled us to form, should have no
weight whatever in the investigation. Our intellects are no
measure of God Almighty’s designs, and I must say that 1
do think one of the most irreverent, dangerous, and sinful
things man or woman can be guilty of, is to reject with scorn
and laughter any intimation which, however strangely it
may strike upon our minds, and however adverse it may be to
our opinion, may possibly be showing us the way to one of
God’s truths. .

Mrs. Crowe, in her introduction, draws attention to a
fact which needs emphasising as much in our generation as
it did in hers, namely, the ‘rashness and levity with which
mankind make professions of believing and disbelieving,’
which, she says, are ‘ phenomena much more extraordinary
than the most extraordinary ghost story that was ever
related” We cannot quite endorse this assertion. Human
society being as it is, so largely composed of superficial
minds which get their thinking done for them at second
hand, the fact referred to in her statement strikes us rather
as pitiful than as extraordinary.

The preface to the French work by Colonel de Rochas is
short but admirable. He touches on the question of study
and evidence in a few lines worthy of careful consideration.
He points out that if we are to hope to arrive at any true
conclusions respecting the laws which govern these psychic
phenomena, it will be necessary to examine them en masse ;
that certitude can only be obtained by careful observation
of a large assortment of occurrences, and by a minute com-
parison of these with'one another ; that it is by this method
that we shall gain real insight into the causes which govern
and interpret them, and be able to distinguish what is
constant from what is accidental.

This is a truth which cannot be too often impressed
upon us all, for many persons are interested in isolated
phenomena, but do not care to take the trouble to
study them in relation to other facts of a similar character.
Someone has mediumistic gifts, perhaps, and exercises them
for personal pleasure or for the pleasure and interest of
friends, wonders over them, and possibly is sufficiently
influenced by them to form conclusions respecting the
existence of spirits ; and there the matter ends. We think
it should not end there ; but that every intelligent
mind should recognise the responsibility attaching to such
gifts ; that just as everyone gifted with artistic power or
with scientific capacities ought, if conditions of life permit,
to train and develop them, not by dilettante experiments,
but by definite, careful study, so ought all who exercise
psychic powers to feel it incumbent upon them to devote
serious attention to that which lies behind the phenomena;
serious attention, in fact,to the laws which govern the powers
they are using.

Until people realise this responsibility society is likely
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to suffer to some extent by the widespread interest which
the phenomena are awakening. If experimental chemistry
were to become popular in society, whilst the scientific study
of the laws which govern the science were neglected, the
result would obviously be injurious to the experimenters.
And it can be no less so in the case of those who rashly play
with the psychic forces, which are either latent or active in
most human beings.

But apart from this consideration of the possible injury
of such unintelligent dabbling in mediumship, there is a
Jamentable waste when phenomena are exhibited and are
encouraged without any serious inquiry into what lies
behind them.

We know an instance of an intelligent clairvoyant who
possesses remarkable psychic powers of more than one order,
but who seems to disregard the scientific side of the pheno-
mena altogether. The facts are for him facts which attest
that death does not extinguish personality. But he does
not study them in connection with other similar facts ; he
does not compare, and classify, and investigate ; neither
does he recognise that those who do so are on the track of a
new science. Hence he loses truths of incalculable value
to which such gifts as he possesses might lead him.

If, as some of us think, human evolution is entering
on a mew phase; if the process, which has resulted in
extending communication until at the present time the
whole generation of men on earth are 'connected by a net-
work of various world-wide methods of interaction, is now by
a further expansion beginning to include correspondence
between the incarnate and discarnate members of the race—

if this is so, then the sooner the responsibility of such
extension of intercourse is realised the better it will be for
the denizens of both spheres. Extended relations always
involve extended responsibilities. This has not always been
appreciated by emigrants and colonists ; the intercourse of
different branches of the race of men in the flesh has not
always been to the advantage of both, although in the main
the process has been the carrying out of a Divine evoly-
ing Purpose. And there is no reason to suppose that
the mere fact of intercourse between the incarnate and
discarnate will necessarily be always advantageous to both ;
although this too is for the race a step forward in the path
of destiny. It is much to be deplored that religious teachers
s0 largely hold themselves aloof from, or are even almost
entirely ignorant of, this new advance in the development of
psychic powers. When colonisation first began on an
extensive scale the Christian Churches failed to pioneer
the emigrants in their 1nvestigation of new territory,
and we know that the latter often drifted away from
an influence which neglected to keep pace with the expand-
ing impulse of the race. History repeats itself : in another
sphere the race seems again to be distancing the majority of
its religious teachers, whose influence, if wisely used, might
be of incalculable value in guiding young inquiring minds
and heedless, rash adventurers, who, either impelled by
curiosity or love of novelty, or by nobler motives, eagerly or
carelessly exercise the psychic powers which they do not
trounble themselves to study or to train.

[t is in no captious spirit that we make this complaint ;
it springs rather from a grateful recognition of the blessings
which it is in the power of wise and earnest religious
teachers to bestow ; and from a sense of regret that the
opportunities for usefulness in this particular matter seem
to be largely ignored or cast aside.

None can be of much use in arousing a sense of
responsibility or giving wise counsel to those who find
themselves gifted with psychic powers, who has not gained
a real knowledge of the facts of Spiritualism, of the
import of those facts, and some little glimpse at least into
the psychic laws which a careful comparison of them leads
us to recognise. Such a knowledge involves study, but it
is a study which would be amply rewarded in the increased
power and influence which would be gained over the minds
of thinking men and women. To this we are sure a few
can testify who have dared to inquire and judge for
themselves ; but why are they so few !

In view of the urgent need of intelligent study it is
satisfactory to see the dissemination of literature in France
being carried out under the direction of Colonel de Rochas.
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Whether ‘Les Cé6tés Obscurs’ is the first volume of this
collection which has as yet appeared, we do not know ; but
on the front page we read that it is one of a ‘ Collection of
the best foreign works relative to psychic science, translated
and published under the direction of Colonel de Rochas.’
ZERo.

THE REV. MOSES HULL AND DR. TALMAGE.

The Rev. Moses Hull has been paying his respects to Dr.
Talmage in the ¢ Banner of Light’in an able review of the
sermon in which Dr. Talmage attacked Spiritualisin. Refer-
ring to the Doctor’s remark that we are ‘surrounded by
mysterics,’ Moses Hull thinks it was made ‘because the
Doctor could offer no explanation of the case of Saul,
Samuel, and the woman of Endor, without admitting the
spiritualistic explanation,’ and proceeds to explain the
mystery from his own point of view, thus :—

‘Samuel, who had been Saul's mentor, was invited and
came to that séance; and, after being identified by his
mantle and otherwise, he proceeded to renew his last
quarrel with the king. He began where he left off on that
occasion. Be it remembered that when Samuel left his torn
old mantle in the king’s possession he went away, and “saw
Saul no more unto the day of his death.” How natural
that this mantle should appear as a reminder of that
event ; then how natural again that Samuel should say :
“Why bhast thou disquieted me, to bring me up ?” Scholars
inform me that the word “here” would as truly represent
the original as the word “ up.”

‘This is as much as to say, “Why do you think that I,
who refused to see you during the last days of my earthly
life, would give you consolation now?” He then gives the
}){ing a.”te;at, : “Yahweh has departed from thee, a.s%'ne spake

Y me.

‘This woman did not even know that this was the king,
and how did she know of a private téte-a-téte between the
king and the prophet? Persons in humble private life do
not usually get hold of secret conversations between kings
and their immediate employés.

¢ Again, thrice after this we read, “and Samuel said unto
Saul,” and, as often, “Saul said unto Samuel.” After this
the séance closes with, “ And Saul was sove afraid because of
the words of Samuel.”

‘Now I ask did Samuel utter words, or did he not?
If Samuel and Saul did speak together, then the dead can
return and talk to the living ; if they did not, then the
Bible falsifies. Let Brother Talmage take a position on this.
In one case Spiritualism is true ; in the other the Bible is
false. Friend Talmage, pleasc choose the horn of this
dilemma on which you prefer to be suspended ! Truly,
Doctor, “ that was an awful séance.” “Itis more “awful”
for the minister who furnishes the embellishments to the
history thanit was for King Saul. What a petitio principis
it is for you, instead of attempting an explanation, to say,
“ We are surrounded by mystery.”’

Mr. Hull very cleverly claims that Dr. Talmage is in
reality a Spiritualist, and quotes from one of his sermous to
prove it. When speaking about ‘Our Employments in
Heaven,” Dr. Talmage said : * When I get to heaven—as by
the grace of God T am destined to get to that place—I will
come to see you all” He enlarges upon this and declares he
will visit all those who have profited by his preaching in
the ‘uttermost parts of the earth. I give them fair
notice. Our departed friends are engaged in that delectable
entertainment now.” Here the Doctor makes a promise and
claims that he will do ‘more than even the most fanatical
Spiritualist has promised. What a busy spirit the Doctor
will be!” One can but admire his confidence as regards
his destination. We are reminded of the Scotchman’s
prayer, ¢ Oh Lord, give us a guid conceit of ourselves.” We
trust, however, that when the Doctor does visit his friends
on earth from the other side they will receive him
kindly and gladly, and not refuse to heed him. How will
he feel if they say, ‘You must be an evil spirit. We are
forbidden to hold communion with you. Spiritualism is
“unclean,” the real Dr. Talmage told us, so you must be a
pretender, we will have none of you’ How happy the
Doctor would then feel !

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—* L1cHT’ is kept on sale at the
%pirit.ua.l Evidence Society’s meetings in Northumberland
all.
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SPIRIT IDENTITY.
By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

L

In the spring of 1892, along with a circle of friends, I had
a series of sittings with Madame Greck for clairvoyance and
healing. With the results of these sittings it is unnecessary
to deal, beyond saying that they were (to me at least) rather
a disappointment. As, however, certain of the circle had
received medical advice of a satisfactory character through
Madame’s control, who designated himself as ‘Dr. Sir John
Forbes, the King’s Physician,’ I deemed it advisable to
mention the sittings to a friend of mine—a professional man
afflicted with a most peculiar affection of one of his arms,
which appeared to be slowly but surely withering and which
caused him at intervals intense torture. Although he knew
nothing of Spiritualism he eagerly availed himself of my
offer to take him with me to the next séance, to ascertain if
the spirit medical control could ameliorate his condition,
after so many earthly physicians had failed. The diagnosis
given at the séance by the control was perfectly accurate,
although the arm was not exhibited or uncovered ; and the
date of the first symptoms of the trouble was correctly given
as 1879. As to the remedies suggested they appeared (to my
friend at least) to be of so simple and homeopathic a
character that he did not or would not adopt them, and any
practical results of the visit to the medium were not tested.
In the course of our conversations my friend, whom I will
designate as Mr. S., said : ‘The whole subject of clairvoy-
ance and trance is new to me, but if true, a clairvoyant
ought in many instances to be able to ascertain where lost
property is hid or bring about the discovery of such things as
a hidden or missing last will and testament. For instance,’
he said, ¢ could not this medium be able to tell me where the
testamentary provisions of my late friend, John F., can be
found, as he has died, as you know, recently, leaving only
distant relatives to succeed him, and no will can be found,
with the result that there may be litigation over the succes-
sion of such a careful man of business as he was.’

In reply to Mr.S. I said that such things as the finding
of missing wills or of lost property were not improbable,
and had occurred, though to my knowledge but rarely, in the
annals of Spiritualism ; but the medium he had seen largely
confined her powers to healing, and though certainly clair-
voyant, she was not likely, nor indeed was any pyschic
certain to be able to shed any light on the late J. F.’s testa-
mentary provisions, for the simple reason that none of his
friends or distant relatives would ever consult her ; and it
was in my view advisable, if success was to be in any way
possible, to take a medium to the house in which the person
whose will was missing had died, so as to secure a favourable
opportunity of invoking the aid of any spirit entities or
controls who might be ‘floating about” or were anxious
to aid in the quest.

The subject then dropped between us, but soon after-
wards, on mentioning the case to my clairvoyante relation,
I arranged with Mr. S. to bring a trance medium to meet
the clairvoyante and himself at my house, where the
Lancashire ex-doctor, before mentioned, would control,
diagnose, and prescribe. Before Mr. S. came to this
meeting, however, the clairvoyante informed me that her
medical control had said it was of little use, as the earthly
‘days of Mr. S. were numbered,” and he would soon pass
on to a region where pain and suffering were unknown.
The séance, however, took place, and the diagnosis and pro-
gress of the disease were accurately given and certain pal-
liative remedies suggested, including electrical treatment ;
but my poor friend, I suspect, never gave them a chance,
and in about a year thereafter he passed on. At the séance
in my house were present, besides the clairvoyante and the
trance medium, two other members of the family, and a
relative from Birmingham. As, however, Mu. S. lived a few
streets from my address he had been previously quite well
known to the clairvoyante, although she never saw him
again in earth life. About a couple of years after his
demise, viz., about 1896, Mr. S. appeared to the clairvoyante
on at least two occasions, and talked to her of his carthly
sufferings ; but did not control her to write, and has not
since reappeared.
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On the evening of 25th March the clairvoyante came to
me and said: ‘Did you ever hear of or know a gentleman
who is now in spirit life of the name of John F. 1’ (specifying
at the same time his profession). On my replying in the
affirmative, she said: ‘Well, this person came to me this
afternoon about two hours since, and gave me his name and
profession, at the same time asking anxiously for you,
and he says he must speak to you about his money an
affairs. As, however, you were not in the house he suddenly
disappeared.’ The descriptions given of his face, hair,
moustache, and heard were strikingly accurate, and as I
knew this person was utterly unknown to her in earth life I
became satisfied that Mr. John F. had returned, with a
definite object of some kind connected with his money and
affairs, and I also have little doubt that his return had been
brought about by his having met on the other side his old
friend Mr. S., who was afflicted with ‘the withered arm, and
who belonged to the same profession. Had I been in the
house at the time means would have been adopted, either by
table, Ouija, or automatic writing, to get an intelligent
communication from Mr. F., but I continue in the hope of
yet receiving a message from him.

I have only to add that Mr. F. was utterly out of my
circle, did not live near the clairvoyante or myself, and that
I had not even a bowing acquaintance with him. It there-
fore appears clear to me that by no possibility could the
medium have known of his existence. True, his name was
in the directory eight years ago, but I have yet to learn that
even Mr. Podmore has gone the length of holding that
because a number of years ago a certain professional gentle-
man figured in the directory, a medium who never knew of
his existence could not only give his name and profession,
but describe his personal appearance, and give details of an
anxiety as to his money and affairs which had been casually
mentioned to me only eight years ago. About the same time
I had two cases of identity equally striking, but a very short
notice of these must be left for a further communication.

(70 be continued.)

THE BRITTEN MEMORIAL.

(INCORPORATED UNDER TRUST DEED.)

AN APPEAL TO ALL SPIRITUALISTS.

The trustees of the Britten Memorial Fund have issued
an appeal to the Spiritualists of Great Britain to provide a
Memorial of the life and work of one of the earliest, ablest,
and most devoted workers for Spiritualism. They make
their appeal with confidence, feeling that the proposal to
honour the memory of Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten will
evoke sympathy and support, and also because the form the
Memorial is to take is quite in accordance with her frequently
expressed desire that Manchester should possess a building
that should be the headquarters of the spiritualistic organis-
ations of this country. Other religious bodies feel the
necessity for bhaving headquarters for their work. The
Church of England has its Church House, erected at great
expense, and the Wesleyans propose to spend £250,00C on
land and building in London.

In addition to providing head offices for the Spiritualists’
National Federation and the British Spiritualist Lyceum
Union, it is proposed to provide a Psychic Institute for the
development of proper persons for work on the public
platform, so that societies may secure the services of
thoroughly qualified mediums and speakers. The sum
of £4,000 is required to provide a suitable building,
and the trustees have power under the trust deed to buy,
build or alter premises to suit their purpose. Over £100 has
been promised. When the National Federation has obtained a
legal status the trustees have power to hand over the
Memorial, when completed and free from debt, to that body,
to be held in trust for the Spiritualists of Great Britian
for ever.

The trustees are Messrs. J. J. Morse, J. Burchell, S.
Butterworth, S. S. Chiswell, and J. Venables. Donations will
he thankfully received and duly acknowledged by the Hon.
Treasurer, Mr. J. Venables, Hydesville, Foden-road, Walsall,
or by the Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. W. Orr, 15, Moorland- road,
Didsbury, Manchester.

T PO S B, LAk — iy
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THE GERMAN PSYCHICAL JOURNALS.

In the concluding portion of his essay, ‘The Fight against
Spiritism,” published in the March number of ‘Psychische
Studien,’” Dr. Falk Schupp discusses the systems of several
more or less materialistic philosophers, such as Hume,
Schopenhauer, Wundt, Descartes, and others, in relation to
Spiritism. This discussion occupies eight out of the ten
pages devoted to the paper, and can only here be briefly
alluded to. At the end Dr. Schupp writes :—

‘T have thus given the reader a glimpse into the series
of displacement of ideas, which, in my opinion, brings the
great philosophic and psychological problems into contact
with the spiritistic theory. n the fight against
Spiritism it has always been urged with emphasis that only
on the ruins of natural science could the spiritistic theory
be erected. But now this assertion is justified in quite

a different sense. . . In short, it signiges nothing less
than the incompatibility of the spiritistic theory with that
of_Atou,lism, which is looked upon as the basis of natural
science.

A learned discussion on this subject follows, in which the
name of Counsellor Boltzmann, of Vienna, appears as
supporter of the atomic theory ; and Dr. Falk Schupp
concludes with these words :—

‘In opposition to Counsellor Boltzmann’s melancholy
prediction we may console ourselves with the joyful antici-
pation that out of the fight against Spiritism, and in connec-
tion with it, grand progressive scientific developments will
arise, fresh and soun(f’

A short paper by Herr Seithel, entitled ‘A Protest against
Astrology,” seems, to me, to be full of sound common-sense.

One of the most noticeable articles is called ¢ The Piper
Case,/ by Professor Dr. Max Dessoir. This appeared
originally in the Berlin illustrated paper ‘ Die Woche ’ (‘The
Week '), and, as the Editor remarks in a footnote, it shows
what great interest is taken by the cultured section of the
public in occultism, that such a paper should appear in a
popular and widely read journal ; it is as though a similar
treatise on Mrs. Piper's medial phenomenashould be published
in the ¢ Graphic.’

The writer is evidently of a sceptical turn of mind, but
open to conviction, and not too much fettered by prejudice.
Here are a few extracts from his article, which appear
worthy of notice. He begins as follows :—

‘I will here give some account of a case familiar to me
for some years through letters and printed matter, which,
from whatever point of view we may regard it, appears to
me as highly remarkable. 1t is that of one of those persons
ordinarily called “Mediums,” and the performances of this
person, Mrs. Piper, however we may regard them, seem
worthy of attention. If, for instance, they are due to im-

sture, they are examples of an unsurpassed faculty of
ggce tion and self-deception. If they originate from un-
usual powers of the soul, they are interesting from the way
in which they differ from the normal psychic powers ; while
if they are due to the action of other intelligent beings, not
perceptible to our senses, no further word is needed to point
out their importance.”

The writer then gives a brief account of Mrs. Piper’s
career, culled mainly from the ‘Proceedings’ of the S.P.R.,
in which he quotes the names of Professor James, of Harvard
University, who ‘discovered’ Mrs. Piper some fifteen years
ago ; Dr. Richard Hodgson, Professor Oliver Lodge, and Mr.
F. W. H. Myers, in whose house Mrs. Piper resided during
her visit to England in 1889, from November to the following
February.

¢ All these gentlemen assert that for fifteen years unusual
phenomena have occurred with her, the cause of which they
seek to discover. We are not called upon to adopt their
views, but at least what they say merits attention.’

Dr. Dessoir then gives a sketch of the phenomena
occurring with Mrs. Piper, usually during trance, the com-
munications being either by word of mouth or by automatic
writing ; and he then narrates the ¢ George Pelham’ episode,
as taken from the ‘Proceedings,” which will be familiar to
most readers of ‘ LigHT.

The theories to account for these remarkable manifesta-
tions are discussed by Dr. Dessoir, the first being that of
fraud, either by the supposed medium collecting informa-
tion concerning the affairs and connections of her clients by
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means of a system of espionage—a most costly proceeding
—or by involuntary betrayal of the same on their own part.
In many of the instances narrated he considers this hypo-
thesis inadmissible, and adds :—

‘The experimenters with Mrs. Piper say: When we
have made every allowance for possible misunderstandin
and exaggeration of the manifestations, for the most skilfu
use of all unconscious hints, for accident and lucky guessing,
80 much remains that cannot be explained that we must
look for some other explanation. . At any rate, every
inquirer into Mrs. Piper’s case has come to this conclusion.’

What conclusion Dr. Dessoir has himself arrived at, he
intends to communicate to the readers of the ‘ Woche’ on
another occasion. He says :—

‘No oneis obliged to take an interest in such matters,
but those who do so should feel it their duty to point out
defects in the system of inquiry and show why the facts
related have no great value. I personally attach no great
scientific worth to the Piper case and will later on give my
reasons for sodoing ; but!I) cannot but acknowledge a certain
importance in this case.’

Dr. Dessoir evidently intends to ‘die hard’ and will
probably sojourn for some time at the halfway house of
¢ Animism’ before he arrives at the conclusion reached at last
by Mr. F. W. H. Myers and Dr. Hodgson, with regard to the
messages received through Mrs. Piper ; which iy, that they
really come from the spirits by whom they purport to be
given ; that in fact Mrs. Piper is a medium for spirit com-
munications.

The ‘ Uebersinnliche Welt’ is losing its editor, Herr Max
Rahn. The March number opens with an announcement
from him to the effect that the bad state of his health and
the need for repose compel him reluctantly to give aup his
post as editor, which he has held for eight years, as well as
that of corresponding secretary of the Sphinx Society.
After expressing his regret at this separation from his
friends, he introduces his successor, Herr Woldemar Hafa,
from whom also follow a few lines.

The articles in this number are mostly very long, and
continuations of previous essays. Among the short notices
is an account of a ‘spook’ at Thaun, in Alsatia. This
haunting takes place in ‘he house of a peasant, with the
usual phenomena of throwing furniture about, rapping,
rustling, &c., and the house has been taken possession of by
the police. The clergy, burgomaster, and other officials went
to the haunted house, where, between nine and eleven o’clock
in the evening, the manifestations were repeated in their pre-
sence, while all the inhabitants of the cottage were absent.
Hereupon the following experiment was made ; questions in
German, French, English, and Italian were put to the rap-
ping spirit, which were answered quite correctly in the same
languages. It was then determined that men of science
should examine into the matter, and a correspondent of a
Paris journal visited the house, accompanied by a gendarme.
He says that a little girl, four years of age, is the medium,
and she was told to summon the spirit. She lay down on
the bed, and after a short time sounds of blows in the dis-
tance were heard which seemed to approach nearer and
nearer in the direction of the bed. He told the child to
command the spirit to rap so many times, and himself gave
the numbers in French, German, and English, which were
correctly repeated. The experimenter was then called upon
to cease, the child seeming exhausted. It is to be hoped, for
the poor little child’s sake, that the ‘spook’ will soon take
its departure. The account is taken from ‘Le Soir de
Bruxelles,” of February 10th, 1900. M.T.

MARRIAGE.—On April 5th, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, Mr. H.
A. Kersey and Mrs. J. G. Hammarbom were united in
matrimony. The hosts of friends of these earnest and
faithful Spiritualists will, we are sure, join with usin wishing
them many years of happiness and of united service to the
cause of truth and humanity, especially in labours on behalf
of the children in the Lyceum.

Mr. E. W. anp Mrs. M. H. WALLIS desire to intimate to
societies that in response to applications received they are
now booking engagements for 1901. Mr. Wallis has June
10th and Mrs. Wallis has May 13th and October 7th this
year unexpectedly open, and will be pleased to hear from
secretaries at an early date. Address them at 62, Station-
road, Church End, Finchley, London, N.
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THE EASTER HOPE.

We have just been looking over a thoughtful and
tender-hearted sermon by Stopford Brooke, on The Resur-
rection ; and we are sure that its main thoughts will be
very acceptable to our readers ; and all the more so because
we think we shall be able to show the precise point where
we have to part company with so many brilliant and
attractive men, though, on the whole, we journey together
almost to the end.

We have been specially interested in this particular
sermon because, though so intensely spiritual, it has a
scientific basis. It deals with the very highest possible
subject,—the communication of God to man and in man,
and yet it includes this supreme fact in the process of
evolution. Dr. Stopford Brooke, for one, understands the
lofty saying of St. Peter, that we may become partakers of
the divine nature. He assumes that there is a God and
that we are His spiritual offspring, and then goes on to
infer that He must communicate Himself to us, in order
that we may grow into His likeness : and this He has been
doing from the beginning. It is, in fact, involved in and
identical with Evolution; but it is ‘mainly due to the
direct action of God Himself upon the living Thought of
man—Intelligence striking on Intelligence, Will on Will,
Love on Love, Spirit on Spirit’:—

There has been an actual, vivid, incessant, progressive
communication of God to man from a%? to age, which works
as powerfully now as it has done in the past and will do in
the future. This is not miraculous, that is, it is not some-
thing jwhich occurs at intervals and intrudes itself into
order, in contradiction of the course of nature. It is con-
stant, as connected with all its antecedents, as any event in
the.pilymca.l world ; it is part of the common order of the
Universe, and its history might be co-ordinated with
clearness. It belongs to law, not miracle.

It is important that this should be carefully noted. A
great deal turns upon it. Indeed, it is always good to
see that law works everywhere ; in what the old Puritans
and some modern mystics call ¢ the sphere of grace’ as well
as in the realm of matter.

From these premisses, the conclusion is drawn that
God could not suffer His own to see corruption. It is not
conceivable that personalities which God has taken
infinite trouble to build up should cease to be persons.’
Therefore, again, there must be a spiritual world where
the so-called dead are veritably alive. ~Then, still further,
it seems to follow that if, in this spirit-world, the so-called
dead are alive, with alert thought and affection and will,
they will think of us, love us, and will to be near us. Then
comes the critical question: ¢ Will they have power to
make their love strike on our hearts, their thought touch
our thought, their will make itself felt by ours?’ Dr,

LIGH'T.

[April 14, 1900.

Stopford Brooke’s answer halts just where we would like
to see it on the march. He says: ‘I do not know—we
cannot know’; but he adds :—

It would seem to be rational to think so, and it would
seem to be specially rational to think that those who have
been pure and noble characters here, and those filled with
passionate love of men, should have this power of influenc
—in the same kind of wn‘v as (God Himself has influen
man, though in an infinitely less degree—the souls of those
on earth ; not, of course, sensibly, but spirit to spirit, ghost
to ghost, imagination to ima%]ina.t,ion, love to love, character

to character ; so that, though we never see or hear them,

nor are certainly conscious of their presence, yet we are
bleing continually moved by them, vividly impressed by
them.

But why ‘not sensibly’? While we are in the flesh,
and depend so very much upon evidence that appeals to
the senses, surely it is hard to deny us that evidence, if it
be possible. And why should it not be possible ? If these
alert, loving and willing spirits are really so very near,
why should they mot control the mighty subtile forces
around us, and make matter the vehicle of their thoughts %
Dr. Stopford Brooke says: ‘Over a vast range of history
the belief has extended that prayers addressed to the dead
are heard and answered by spiritual help.’ But over an
equally wide range of history, the belief has been cherished
that such prayers have been answered by sights and
sounds. And yet, he persists, and repeats: ‘For me—the
moment I believe in a world of living beings beyond this
world—I am forced, by my certainty of what love will do,
to believe that if they are worthy of this power, they will
seek to find us and to speak to us, not sensibly, but spirit
to spirit, passion to passion.’

Perhaps the most arresting part of this sermon, how-
ever, is the application of all this to the case of Jesus. Dr.
Stopford Brooke holds that Jesus was not an exception,
except that he was one by whom, at a crisis in human
history, God communicated Himself more strenuously than
at other times. He asks, concerning Jesus :—

Where is he now—he in whom, most of the human race,
(God breathed and spoke, so much that men came to deify
him? Is he dead altogether, dust and ashes, such as we
strike up with our feet upon the common pathway? Then
there is no God—none at least with whom we can have
anything to do !

This question he answers with touching fervour :—

It is incredible, if Jesus be a man derived from God, that
God has annihilated him. He must be, if there be a Father
at all, alive now in the world beyond ; and if he be alive,
you may be sure that he is the same as he was on earth,
lovin%, thinking, doing and willing the same things as he
did of old. Will he be forgetful there of the humanity he
loved so much? Will he, in the new world, forget the old?
Would you, if you died, cease to remember and to love your

race? If you would not, could ke, whose heart beat respon-
sive to all the sorrows and joys of Man %

0, no, if he have the power to be with us he will be with
us. And for my part, I do not doubt that he has this
power ; nor, indeed, do I doubt that thousands and thou-
sands of others also, according to Law, possess the same
power—each according to their spiritual capacity for loving,
and their spiritual reach of holiness. His 1s no isolated, no
miraculous case, but he is the highest of those who love and
are holy, and his power to be with us is the greatest.

We cannot but regret a little that here again our friend
partly repudiates the records of the appearances of Jesus,
though perhaps we ought to be satisfied with the now
almost satisfactory theory that there was a spiritual
impression made upon the disciples out of which they
could not help creating the appearance. And that is not
an isolated event, says Dr. Stopford Brooke. ¢The same
thing happened continually, and happens now.”. ¢ What
happened to Jesus happened, not by miracle, but is the
constant, continuous and lawful thing which happens to all
of us when we die, and has happened from the very
beginning of the world. It is in the course of Nature.’

We confess we find in these thoughts much that has
for along time seemed to us to be of vital importance. We
earnestly desire to carry everything into the realm of Law.






















