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stature has been attained. Be patient with self, be patient
with others in the intervals oF less intense and less per-
ceptible spiritual growth. In the days of depression and
discouragement, believe in the wave of better moods which
will lift you out of your despair. Perhaps you are building
even then the lower courses of some nobler life yet to be
revealed in you. At least have faith in this blessed law of
rhythm which teaches that it cannot always be ebb tide,
not always cloudy weather, not always storm and darkness
and despair.

Mr. Grumbine’s ‘Easy Lessons in Psychomety, Clair-
voyance and Inspiration’is published in England by Mr.
Osbond, Devonport. Though short, we do not find these
lessons ‘easy,” though they might be that to one accus-
tomed to Mr. Grumbine’s somewhat occult vocabulary. We
do not complain of that vocabulary. In many respects it
is at once profound and luminous, but it does not lend
itself to practical directions and ‘easy lessons.” ¢ Brief
Essays’ would be nearer the mark than ¢ Easy Lessons,’” and,
as Essays, they are admirable.

Mr. Arthur Fellowes’ book, ¢ What is the truth? Re-
marks on Christian doctrine, and on Biblical and modern
Spiritism’ (London : George Redway), appears in a new
edition, ¢ much enlarged, and with a chapter on Spiritism
added.” People who read a book only to agree with it, or
to be bolstered up in what they believe, may as well be
warned that Mr. Fellowes is a strikingly original writer,
with knowledge at the back of his opinions and criticisms,
and a mind of his own. His is by no means a large book,
but it is crammed full of ‘food for thought’ concerning
old opinions and new ideals.

For Goop FRIDAY.

The following pathetic verses by Charlotte C. Eliot
may be accepted by all of us to-day. With all our differ-
ences, every word may come home to every one, though
the same meaning will not be given to every word by every
one :— .

On the cross the Saviour dying,
Desolate, in anguish crying,

Sought an answer to his prayer.
Sign nor succour came from Heaven,
Only resignation given,

Strength the agony to bear.

So, the sacrifice unending,

From the past is still descending,
Christ for ever crucified.

In this ceaseless expiation

Virtue has its consecration,
Human love is deified.

Priests and prophets, saints and sages,
Martyred in successive ages,—
hese have died that truth might live.
Let their strength sustain our weakness,
To our wrath oppose their meekness.
Lord, to us their courage give!

Christ, reslplendent and victorious,
Thou of all the saints most glorious,
Light of lights, forever shine !
May thy life of consecration
Be a world’s illumination,
Life by death made more divine.

TRANSITION.

Passed away on the evening of Friday, March 30th, the
Rev. Septimus Russell-Davies, formerly vicar and patron of
St. Stephen’s, Lewisham, the beloved father of Robert H.
Russell-Davies. The Rev. S. Russell-Davies was for many
years the close personal friend of the late Dr. Elliotson, the
great mesmerist, and being himself possessed of mesmeric
powers in a large degree, he assisted the doctor in his work.
He also gave his services as chaplain to the hospital
which Dr. Elliotson opened,
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‘THE NIGHT SIDE OF HUMAN NATURE.

Notes oF AN ADDRESS BY MR. THoMAS EvVERITT.

On Sunday evening, the 25th ult., at Cavendish Rooms,
Mr.Thomas Everitt,the President of the Marylebone Associa-
tion of Spiritualists, delivered an address under the above
title, Mr.W. T. Cooper, vice-president of the association, being
in the chair.

Mr. Everitt, in commencing his discourse, said that by the
title ¢ The Night Side of Human Nature,” he referred to man’s
consciousness during trance, sleep or rest hours, and he pro-
posed to treat the subject from an experimental point of
view. ‘Man, know thyself/ was an admonition of the
ancient sage, and the origin, existence, and destiny of man
were problems worthy of thie deepest attention of all earnest
minds. One of the questions which had most deeply engaged
the consideration of the world’s thinkers from the earliest
times was the question of man’s continued existence after
what is called death. He had no doubt every experienced
Spiritualist had solved that problem for himself from
personal experiences.

It was no longer a doubtful question with the advanced
student of Spiritualism that the Zgo, or man proper, had a
conscious existence in a region beyond the outward senses,
a realm in which the limitations of time and space as we
know them, were utterly transcended. This had been
proved on many occasions when the spirits of persons still
living in the natural or material body had appeared at
circles and entered into communication with the sitters.
Many people explained cases of the kind by attributing
them to clairvoyance and clairaudience, as though that
settled the whole matter, albeit it conceded the point for
which he (the speaker) contended. Undoubtedly the spiritual
faculties of hearing and seeing were involved in such experi-
ences, although that fact did not negative the actual pre-
sence of the spirit of a person still in the body. The reality
of such visitations was shown by the fact that in many
cases the spirit visitors described the scenes they visited, and
the conversations they heard ; while the communications
they made to the circles visited were characteristic, and
dealt with matters personal to themselves. _

In illustration of this phase of phenomena, Mr. Everitt
then related a number of experiences which appeared
strongly to substantiate his contentions.

A personal friend of Mr. Everitt and his family
frequently paid them visits of the kind referred to, and,
either by raps or other methods of communication, gave
messages characteristic of himself. Subsequently he would
write to inquire whether the messages given by his ‘ double’
were accurate, which in very many instances proved to be
the case. At first (said Mr. Everitt) we believed that the
messages came from the ‘familiars’ of the medium (as
Swedenborg calls the attendant spirits), but reason and
experience subsequently led us to a different conclusion.

Continuing, Mr. Everitt said that he had sometimes
been about to tell the spirit, ‘ John Watt’ (so well known it
connection with Mrs. Everitt’s mediumship), the substance
of some interesting lecture or sermon he had heard or read,
when the spirit had stopped him with the remark: ‘Tell me
when you come over here ; you can relate it so much better
then ;’ meaning thereby that Mr. Everitt should wait until
bodily sleep enabled him to make one of his nightly visits
to the spiritual spheres.

Conversing on one occasion with ‘John Watt, who, 85
usual, spoke in the direct voice, Mr. Everitt was advised by
the spirit to allow Mrs. Everitt to visit Norwich, and stay
for a time at the house of Mr. R. The reason given W&
that Mrs. Everitt was in need of fresh air and change O,f
scene, and, moreover, the magnetic conditions of Mr. RS
family were likely to be highly beneficial to her.

The request struck Mr. Everitt as exceedingly Odd',for
Mr. R. was a comparative stranger to him. ‘I cannot,’ be
objected, ‘write to Mr. R. and ask him to let my wife stay ab
his house. We do not know him sufficiently well. o

‘That will be all right,’ replied ‘ John Watt. ‘He vil
be delighted to receive your wife as his guest. It has all bee?
arranged on our side.’

And not a little to Mr, Everitt's astonishment, by ¢
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first post on the following ioining ¢amé a letter containing
a pressing invitation for Mrs. Everitt to spend a few weeks
with Mr. R. and his family, as they had heard that she
had not been well. The invitation was wholly unexpected,
for not a word had passed between the parties concerned,
except at the meeting which, on the authority of ‘John
Watt,” had taken place on the inner side of life while the
bodily senses of the persons principally interested were
steeped in slumber.

Mrs. Everitt accepted the invitation and derived great
benefit from the visit thus mysteriously brought about,
and the occurrence showed, said Mr. Everitt, that our
spirit guardians had in many cases much greater influence
over our movements than we were aware of. They could let
down the spiritual memory into the normal mind, or, on the
other hand, completely obliterate from the normal memory
events and impressions which it was for any reason un-
desirable to retain.

In illustration of this last mentioned power Mr. Everitt
gave a circumstantial account of an episode in the life of
Mrs. Everitt and himself, the recollection of which, although
at the time a matter of the liveliest interest and anxiety to
Mrs. Everitt, was for a period completely removed from her
consciousness. The eclipse was to Mr. Everitt a startling
and amazing one, for the affair, which was one of great con-
cern to both, vanished suddenly from Mrs. Everitt’s mind
and was not referred to again by her until in due season,
and under the beneficent direction of the guides, it was
permitted to revive in her memory.

It was in this connection that a certain function at which

a presentation was to be made to Mrs. Everitt was, so to
speak,anticipated or rehearsed inits entirety on the spiritual
side of life, under the following circumstances :—

Awaking one morning, Mrs. Everitt described a
gathering which she had attended in spirit life. She
enumerated the names of some of the persons present, the
nature of the gifts bestowed upon her and even portions of
some of the speeches made. These things were subsequently
realised at the actual presentation meeting, the primary
difference between the two functions being that at the
former were present numbers of friends who had passed over
in the fuller sense, and who were therefore not visibly pre-
sent at the terrestrial gathering.

As a further illustration of the power of guardian spirits
over the mental processes of their charges, Mr. Everitt stated
that on a certain occasion ‘John Watt’ had said to him,
‘Charlie has had a vision, as you call it, and we intend that
he shall remember it.” The ‘ Charlie’ referred to was a Mr.
P, a friend of Mr. Everitt, and the statement made concern-
ing him" was literally fulfilled, although he was at that time
some 400 miles distant.

The first intimation of the fact came in a letter to Mr.
Everitt, in which the gentleman in question narrated the
vision he had experienced. This had reference to a question
upon “which he and Mr. Everitt were at variance. In the
vision the disputed point was again canvassed, and certain
new aspects of the question placed before the mind of Mr.
Everitt’s friend, who was thereby induced to modify his
views.

Still more remarkable was the instance in which Mus.
Everitt, the late Mrs. Hardinge Britten and Mr. Mears
figired during the time when the latter was on a voyage to
New Zealand.

One evening during a sitting at the house of Mr. Everitt,
Mrs. Britten (then Emma Hardinge) said : ‘ There is a spirit
friend here whodesires me to tell you that he has a message
from Mr. Mears” She added that the messenger was a
negro, but (as he himself said) although he had a black skin
his heart was white. Mrs. Everitt was then controlled to
write a message stating that Mr. Mears and his family had
been very ill and had encountered rough weather. The
name of the messenger, ‘ Zambia,’ was also given. Finally
there came a message from Mr. Mears himself, the substance
of which Mr. Everitt repeated.

Having taken due note of the time of the occurrence,
Mr. Everitt sent an account of the séance to Mr. Mears, who,
on turning to his diary, found that at the time mentioned
he was in trance and had while in that state dictated his
experience to his wife (as was his usual custom). Every-
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thing tallied exactly, éven the name of the messenger,
¢ Zambia,’ and his remark that ¢ although his skin was black
his heart was white.’

The above are only selections from the sheaf of deeply
remarkable and interesting experiences related by Mr.
Everitt as proving the duplex character of man’s existence,
and the fact that bodily sleep merely means the transference
of his consciousness from one plane of operation to another.

At the close of his discourse the speaker replied to ques-
tions from the audience, and the proceedings terminated
with the chairman’s expression of the thanks of the meeting
to Mr. Everitt for his valuable address.

‘SPIRITUALISM FOR THE PEOPLE.

A ‘manifesto’ addressed to Spiritualists has been issued
by the ¢ Onward Spiritualist Association.” In former docu-
ments of a similar kind the association especially recom-
mended the holding, during the summer months, of open air
meetings, and, during the winter, systematic house to house
distribution, on loan or otherwise, of spiritualistic literature.
In the present address the association ask, ¢ Why could not
spiritualist leaflets, pamphlets, periodicals or books be left,
on loan or otherwise, quarterly, monthly,fortnightly, or even
weekly, at every house in the three kingdoms, as is frequently
done by the vendors of proprietary articles ?’

Weary of the present ‘retail’ methods of advocacy, the
association desire to see the propaganda of Spiritualism
carried on in as ¢ wholesale’ a manner as possible. But, to
carry out the proposed plan, it is obvious that a considerable
sum of money will be required, and they therefore suggest
that a ¢ Spirits’ Fund’ be established to secure the desired
result. They point to the fact that the Rev. Hugh Price
Hughes received the exact sum for which he prayed (£5,000)
with which to start a certain work, and also cite the fact
that Miiller’s Orphan Homes have been sustained for many
years in response to no other appeal but prayer ; and they
think that ‘Spiritualistic Spirits, who approve of their
scheme, could ensure both the money and the men necessary
to carry it through successfully.

The association therefore appeal to Spiritualists to
endeavour immediately to enlist the sympathy and active
aid of their spirit friends, to carefully note any suggestions
or promises made by the spirits, and communicate the
same to the secretary. They earnestly appeal to every
Spiritualist to write at once to the secretary, stating what he
or she thinks of the proposal, and whether he or she will
co-operate, including the offering of morning and evening
prayer, to secure its success.

They also urge that the proposal may be discussed at the
services and circles of Spiritualists throughout the country,
and desire that the names and addresses of all who are
willing to help may be forwarded to the secretary.

All sums of money that may be sent in will be
duly acknowledged by the treasurer, and an audited balance-
sheet will be published annually. As the scheme is one for
the distribution of literature nationally, no money will be
expended on distribution locally, nor,indeed, except for bare
expenses, for any other purpose whatsoever, without the
consent of the majority of the donors. This manifesto,
which we have been compelled to summarise owing to its
great length, is signed, on behalf the committee, by Jno.
Theo. Audy, president ; E. J. Cooper (‘S + S’), vice-presi-
dent ; and Herbert E. Brown, secretary, and is issued from
80, Grenard-road, Peckham, London.

Tae ‘LyceuMm BANNER’ for April is crowded with
interesting and useful articles. The numerous reports
from Lyceums indicate increased activity in the work for
the rising generation. We trust that the editorial ‘friendly
counsel’ that graceful concessions should be made, and
accepted, in settlement of matters in dispute in connection
with a certain society in the North of England: will be
received in the spirit in which it is tendered, and a regret-
table incident be amicably closed. We notice that the Silver
Wedding of Mr. and Murs. S. S. Chiswell was celebrated on
March 25th, and we join with their many friendsin heart-
felt congratulations and good wishes. The ‘Banner’ is
indispensable to the Lyceum movement, and is meecting
with well deserved support.
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‘IDEALISING THE REAL AND REALISING
THE IDEALY

ApprEss BY MR. WALTER HOWELL.

A meeting of the Members and Associates of the London
Spiritualist Alliance was held on Friday evening, March 23rd,
in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall, when Mr.
Walter Howell, of Keighley, delivered an address entitled,
¢ Idealising the Real and Realising the Ideal.’

Me. W. J. LuckiNG presided, and in the course of some
preliminary remarks explained that he had consented at
the President’s request to occupy the chair, with a view to
relieving the President of some of the work that had fallen
to his share for so many years past. It had been suggested
that some of the younger members of the Executive might
usefully seek to lighten the burden which the President had
borne for so long a period. Mr. Howell, the speaker of the
evening, was making his first appearance amongst them. He
had a high reputation as a speaker, not only in England
but on the other side of the Atlantic. He spoke inspiration-
ally, not knowing beforehand what he was going to say, and
they would doubtless accord him a hearty welcome and their
best attention. (Applause.)

Mr. HoweLL, after briefly acknowledging the Chairman’s
references to him, said that it was not within his province
to deal with the subject chosen from any abstruse or meta-
physical point of view, otherwise it would be necessary to
delve into various systems of philosophy, and Hume and
Berkeley, Kant, Fichte and Hegel, and other thinkers, would
have to pass in review before them. They would have to
try and decide on the nature of things in themselves, in
order that they might touch the realities beyond all seeming.
But no matter how realistic they might be in their mental
methods, they were all, to some extent, idealists, for without
ideals there could be no progress. The dreamer of one age
was called a prophet in some succeeding age, and men who
had at first been regarded as visionary had been worshipped
as divine when the prejudices of their time had crucified,
stoned, and persecuted them beyond recall.

If they endeavoured to ascertain what for present pur-
poses might be deemed reality, it might simply be said to
be that form of phenomenon which presented itself to our
sense-perceptions. Nevertheless, all thoughts were real, sub-
stantial verities to the intellect, and before its analysis the
realities of granite, and rock, and tree, and animal organism
dissolved into thin, gaseous elements, and became invisible
and fluidic, while the things which appeared to the sense-
perceptions the most attenuated were after all the most
real. Men carried with them into what they called
their real world, thoughts, and sentiments, and emotions
that coloured for them that world. To the chemist or
physicist the world might appear a vast laboratory ; to the
naturalist it might seen one vast zoological collection, and to
the geologist a mighty museum full of the relics of anti-
quity. But beyond the range of the chemist, the physicist,
the naturalist, and the geologist, were vast realms that
could not be discerned simply by the scientific eye; there
were ideal principles, subtle spiritual elements, that hovered
about, behind and within the landscape, that only the poet,
the musician, and the artist could fully interpret. Of the
man whose philosophy was purely materialistic, and who
dwelt in the realm of mere sense-perception, it might truly
be said in the words of the poet—

‘A primrose by a river’s brim,
A yellow primrose was to him,
And it was nothing more.’

If the faculties of the mind and heart—the intuitions of
the spiritual nature—were developed in such a man, he would
find that the tiny flower, as he held it in his hand, contained
the revelation and mystery of the whole creation. As
Tennyson said :—

‘ Flower in the crannied wall,
I pluck you out of the crannies.
I Eold you here, root and all, in. my hand,
Little flower—but if I could understand
What you are, root and all, and all in all,
I shou{d know what God and man is.’

In so far as the world was intelligible to us, in so far as
we had discovered its order, we had in the phenomena, or
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that which appears, caught a glimpse of that which is behind
phenomena. In the manifested we caught a glimpse of the
manifesting, and we were impressed most deeply with the
words of the great Laplace when he discovered his grand
thought of planetary motion, ‘O God, I am thinking Thy
thoughts after Thee” And in so far as we caught clearer

- glimpses of the orderly sequence of phenomena, the immut-

ability of Nature’s laws, we also gained glimpses through
this garb of Nature of the unchangeable Reality of that
which is above phenomena, and which ever constitutes
the basis of ali reality. We could not, however, view
the world correctly unless we brought all possible forms
of illumination to enable us to discover what Nature
had to disclose. In illustration of this thought the speaker
referred to the varying aspects of a landscape seen by
starlight, by moonlight, and by sunlight respectively.
Objects that in the dim starlight appeared grim and
mysterious took on a less forbidding appearance in the
‘mystic light’ of the moon, while in the radiant sunlight
they stood forth plainly revealed. So we looked at the
world, first in the light of the senses, then in the radiant
beams of the intellect, and then in the golden rays of a
spiritual illumination.

The more we idealised, the more truly did we know the
spiritual realities, and the more closely could we approxi-
mate to a discernment of the verities that existed above,
beyond, and behind all appearances. As illustrating the
idealisation of the facts of daily life, the speaker referred to
Emerson’s dictum regarding the glamour which the mind casts
upon the events of the past. Emerson expressed the idea that
we never see in the things of the present the divinity and the
significance which we may see in the events of history when
they are numbered with the things of the past. The soul
possessed an art greater than that of Egypt, and knew how
to so embalm its experiences as to take mortality and
corruption out of them. There was an enchantment about
the mind’s pictures of past events which did not reside in
the scenes with which we were immediately surrounded,
because such events had been taken up into the eternal
and beatific condition of our minds, and, robbed of the
weight of care and all sorrowful associations, they became
transformed into things of beauty.

If we could only carry our ideals into our daily toil it
would make even drudgery sweet. It was the drudge that
made the work drudgery, and how often the worker, instead
of being fascinated with the creations of his genius or the
fashioning of his hands, looked towards the clock anxiously
expectant for the hour to strike when he could cease his
work. This was largely due to the fact that under present
conditions many men were set to the performance of tasks
for which they were by nature or inclination quite unfitted.
‘Many men who ought to be butchers are doctors, and many
men who might be good lawyers are made to preach in the
pulpit” But by and by, in the ideal state of social and
industrial life, each would follow the avocation for which he
was most qualified, and we should find that we could accom-
plish the greatest results with the least amount of friction
under such conditions.

The speaker then traced the evolution of ideas into
realities, as shown in the rise of the Republic of France and
that of the United States, the outcome of the thoughts of

 Rousseau and Voltaire on the one hand, and of Washington,

Paine, and Franklin on the other. Another illustration was
found in the abolition of slavery, and in the countless cases
of past and present reformers and revolutionaries living for
an idea, working for an idea, and dying at the stake or on
the scaffold for an idea. To Sir Christopher Wren and
Michael Angelo St. Paul’s and St. Peter's were realities to
their inner consciousness, but whilst they remained in the
minds of the two architects they were not realities to the
world at large. Only when their ideas became ‘petrified
poems’ did they become objective realities, to awaken
awe and admiration in the minds of the observers.

The telegraph, the telephone, and the electric light were
simply embodied ideas, objectified before us as evidences
that some dreamers had dreamed dreams which had come
true, and had made their dreams of practical service to
humanity at large. The progress of the past in the arts
and industries should give to every hopeful soul encourage-
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ment, because when we contemplated what the world
must have been to primitive man, and what it is now, with
its accumulation of arts, sciences, and systems, what had
been done was so vast that we might hope for more
stupendous progress in future when our ideals had led us on.

The speaker next inculcated the necessity of loyalty to
ideals. We might feel that history taught that right is
‘for ever on the scaffold ; wrong for ever on the throne,” but
because that might be a fact in history no pen but that of
the historian dare record it, because the human soul revolts
from it and protests against it as an outrage upon a loftier
ideal. No matter what the outer world may be, the inner
world demands that the outer world shall conform to high
ideals and noble principles.

It might be asked, How can we realise our ideals? And
how can we make any efforts really in this direction when in
truth we are part of a great system and borne on by the
mighty tide of the ¢ stream of tendency’? Is not the evolu-
tionary current setting in the direction of progress, and are
we not borne upon its bosom ! Truly there was some plausi-
bility in the argument, but he (the speaker) maintained that
any progress is robbed of its moral quality if it is not a
voluntarily-chosen course of progress on the part of the
individual. And whilst there was the evolutionary and
progressive tendency of the river of life, if we threw our-
selves into the centre of the stream might we not, in addition
to having the current in our favour, make some manly
struggles of our own and thus co-operate with the ¢ power
that makes for righteousness,’ instead of simply allowing the
tidal waves of Nature to drift us idly towards the houndless
seal

In the realm of psychical research, continued the speaker,
we have been made aware during the last few decades of a
vastly important fact. We have imagined, of course, in our
normal condition, that what we call our consciousness con-
stitutes our real self and the content of the real self, and
that beyond the limits of this relativity of cousciousness our
real self-hood does not exist. But we have been made aware
of a broader nature and a deeper nature than that which
normal consciousness reveals, and it seems, to use a figure of
speech, as though our normal consciousness were but. a little
island floating in the midst of a vast boundless ocean of the
over-soul, and what we call our ‘self’ is but an infinitesimal
part of us. As a result of our communion with the two worlds
we have learned that there is something more desirable
than a simple knowledge that we continue to be
conscious. A continuity of consciousness upon the same
moral, intellectual, and animal level as that in which many
of us move and have our being would not be worth the name
of immortality. Therefore we should aspire to realise an
idea of immortality that has the element of qualitativeness
aswell as of quantitativeness ; that our life should be worthy
of continuity ; that we should taste eternal life here and
now, and make our state on earth a heaven helow, so that
there would be no longer need to sing of a happy land that
is ‘far, far away.” As exemplifying the realisation of ideals
on the spirit side, a returning spirit described his experiences
somewhat after this fashion :—

I wandered through Larren spaces beneath a dark,
dreary, starless sky. Hideous shapes that were ill defined
haunted my inner consciousness. Presently there loomed
before me a figure whose mien was most repugnant to my
sight, and I ventured to interrogate him thus: ‘Hideous
demon, who art thou?’ In sepulchral tones the fiend
replied : ‘Who am T, good sir? You do not appreciate the
fulfilment of the poet’s dream,

“ Wad that some power the giftie'd gic us
To see oorsels as ithers sec us”
Why, how long hast thou been a stranger to thyself? 1 am
thy lustful passions, thy dark thoughts, thy hideous desires.
Pray, sir, dost thou admire thy embodiment as it stands
before thee 1’

That soul, under whatever guise, realised his ideal in the
form of objectivity he described.

Another spirit described himself as wandering through
flower-bedecked gardens and scenes of delicious beauty.
Many forms too beautcous to picture {o the earthly
imagination were there. Amongst them was a graceful
maiden, whose breath was perfumed as with roses, whose
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voice was like all sweet sounds concentrated into speech,
whose form was most symmetrical, and whose face was a
perfect revelation of angel grace and spiritual beauty.
‘ Beauteous angel, deity from some Pantheon of the past,
whence comest thou ?’ inquired the spirit. And in poetic
language she replied: ‘Then thou dost not know thy
counter-partal selff? I am simply, my modest sir, thine
own graces embodied in spiritual form. I am but the
harmony of thine own soul. The divine splendours thou
dost adore are but the manifestations of thine own virtuous
life.” And smilingly she dissolved and took her place in the
innermost temple of his soul.

At the close of the address, which concluded with a
powerful peroration, a cordial vote of thanks to the speaker
was passed, and, after a brief response from Mr. Howell, the
meeting terminated.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LTD.

CLOSING MEETING OF THE DI’RESENT SESSION.

A CONVERSAZIONE
Of the Members and Associates of the london Spirit-
ualist Alliance will be held in the Banqueting Hall, St.
James's Hall (Regent-street entrance), on Friday Evening,
April 20th. The doors will be opened at seven o’clock,
and at eight o’clock precisely,
THE REV. II. k. ITATVEIS,
Will give an Address on

¢SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY.

Jiusic and Refreshments during the evening,

1][.11.,

Admission will be by ticket only. Two tickets will
be sent to each Member, and one to each Associate, but
both Members and Associates can have additional tickets
for the use of friends on payment of 2s. each.

Applications for extra tickets must he accompanied
by remittance (Postal Order preferred), addressed to Mr.
E. W. Wallis, Secretary of the london Spiritualist
Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., not later than
Wednesday, April 18th.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE PRESS.

The editor of ‘To-day’ should be up-to-date, but in his
reply to a ‘Subscriber for Years’ in the issue of his journal
for March 22nd, he confesses that he does not ‘follow
Spiritualism,’ and proceeds to quote some questions which
make that confession superfluous. e says that some of
the questions which seeptics usually ask are: *Why are
the so-called manifestations always made in absolute dark-
ness?  Why do the spirits of the departed invariably
concern themselves with such trivial matters as the playing
of musical boxes and writing on slates? Why not give
us a change sometimes? Why not substitute a sheet of
notepaper for the slate?” We might retort, ‘ Why did you
ask such questions, and expose your ignorance, when a little
acquaintance with the literature of the movement would
have shown you that everything you ask for has been
done; that writings are as often given on paper as on
slates, and that manifestations are not “always made in
absolute darkness™?  All your questions savour of yesterday,
not to-day.’ As to the triviality of the playing upon
musical boxes and writing upon slates, that is beside
the question. The point to be settled is—do these things
occur? The value of the phenomena consists in the
evidences which they afford of the presence and power of
excarnate human beings : not so much in the phenomena
themselves as in the proof they afford of the existence and
identity of the people the world calls dead. If we can
obtain such proofs ; if the messages (whether on slates or
notepaper) convey internal evidences that they have
emanated from beings whom we once knew and loved, but
who were lost to usin the shadows of death, then their value
is beyond all price. We are Spiritualists because we have
those proofs.

ANoTneErR ADHERENT. - -1gnatius Donnelly has heen lectur-
ing under the auspices of the State Spiritualists’ Association
of Minnesota. Ile aflirmed that his own experiences had
made him a Spivitualist.  He announced his convietion that
science and Spiritualism go hand in hand.
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A REFEREE'S VERDICT.

‘The Referee’ continues its useful reflections on oceult
matters. Some one has been reproaching it for ¢ pottering
about with the pottering delusions of the Spiritualists,” and
ordering it to ‘come off that fence.” ‘I am coming,’ says
¢ The Referee.” But he does not ¢ come off that fence,” and
march away. He comes down very manifestly on our side,
although he tells his plaintive and peremptory reprover
that he is all for science : and, indeed, for the matter of
that, so are we. But as our comrade says :—

The very first essential to right thinking is that the
truth-seeker should reject no atom of truth. One truth
may imply the existence of another, but no two ever con-
tradicted each other or ever will. That is the final impos-
sible. If two facts should appear to be at vaviance it is and
can be only because the intermediate and reconciling fact
is not apparent. Thus_ the investigator rejects nothing
which can be proved, and is afraid of nothing. But he wil
bend the whole force of his mind to the task of correlating
his facts truly, and he will not permit himself to jump at
conclusions.

This writer in ‘ The Referee ’ secems to go right against
us when he says that Charcot’s experiments have ‘de-
stroyed dozens of spiritualist fallacies,” and *established
beyond the possibility of reasonable doubt the one great
truth on which the Materialist builds his doctrine.” This
truth is, that ¢ apart from our senses we have no source of
information from without.” But the moment he says this,
he lets down the Materialist with a very disconcerting
drop ; for he at once adds :—

I accept the entire formula as postulated by science.
‘Our personality is made up solely of tendencies inherited
from our ancestors and of ideas brought to our brain by our
senses.” And therefore, the Materialist urges, I admit that
there is no God, no soul, no hereafter. But was there ever
such an assumption ma.é_e on the strength of facts which are
not related to the question in dispute? We have investi-
gated a room, and because we have carefully examined and
inventoried its contents and measured everything in it to a
millimetre, we are persuaded that there is no other apart-
ment anywhere! The very terms of the scientific postulate
are that our means of investigation are purely physical, and
we are therefore to take it for granted that we have ex-
hausted inquiry into matters which are apart from physical
apprehension !

Our readers will at once sce how the Materialist is
cornered. All the science he wants is given to him, and all
the scientific knowledge he offers is received with thanks,
but this must be on the understanding that science does
not yet know everything, and can have nothing special to
say about apartments into which it has never consciously
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been. The Materialist, in fact, like the proverbial cobbler,
should ‘stick to his last, which, at present, has a definite
locality and is of clearly limited dimensions.

We pass on to what this writer calls ‘A scientific recon-
ciliation between the facts of the pathologist and the faith
of those who believe in something beyond them.” This
¢ reconciliation,” we may at once say, is one which is per-
fectly familiar to the careful readers of ‘ LicHT.” We know
that sensations are inner responses to outer vibrations.
But vibrations of what ? ¢ Man seems to be bathed in an
ocean of various vibrations,” says De Fleury. But what is
it that vibrates? what produces the vibrations ? what con-
verts vibrations into sensations? Who knows? We
know a little. We have ‘pottered’ a bit with heat and
electricity and magnetism and light, and we imagine ether:
but how little we know of these! And, beyond them;
what unsailed oceans throb and beat ! b

‘It is perfectly conceivable,” says this writer, that
there may be an ethereal element not yet perceptible to
sense, except in its action and result, which is capable of
receiving an impulse from an infangible personality—not
necessarily such as we are accustomed to think of as “a
spirit”—and at the same time capable of affecting some
one or many of the sensitive peripheries of the body.’ If
this is not a coming off that fence on our side, we do not
know what would be. Our number is 110; and ‘The
Referec’ is, any way, slowly passing 109. We do mot
wonder at it. Both philosophy and facts are too strong
for any teachable but resolute spirit : and, as for Science,
well, Science itself would be perfectly at home with
Spiritualism, if it would only courteously walk into. the
next room.

¢ The Referee’ writer says of the above speculation :—

This is a mere guess of mine, but it is not an unscientific
guess, and I do not otherwise know how to account fora
Fhenomenon which is familiar to the daily life of mu&
R lead us

esearch and the collocation of experiences may '
a reasoned acceptance of such a belief. At present I do not

pretend that it more than an interesting hypothesis, but it .

18 opposed to nothing which we know, and it points at least
to a solution of a puzzle as yet undeciphered.

But, as we have intimated, this brand new ¢ guess’ is
really old, and not as a ¢guess’ either. Over and over
again it has been put forth as one very probable explana-
tion of visions, clairvoyance, and the seeing and hearing of
spirit people, who, in this ocean of vibrations, may have
available, subtile currents that, under certain conditions,
enable them to produce sensations directly upon the brain
or whatever other organ usually takes up the commoner
vibrations and translates them into colour, form or sound.
For all we know,—and, in truth, it is likely,—there may be
ceaselessly at work, in regions beyond those we know as
material or physical, telegraphs and telephones of an at
present unimaginable kind, by the aid of which, not only
visions and spirit presences are made effective, but, by
whose help, spirit thoughts and ideas, desires and resolves,
emotions and enterprises, which we regard as our own, are
planted out in this strange harvest field of earth and time.

We quite agree with this writer when he says: ¢ We
do not deny the entirely physical basis of the human frame
when we recognise certain truths of very common occur-
rence which are not as yet fully accounted for by our
knowledge of the methods by which our sensations are
acquired.” There ought not, indeed, to be any contention
between Materialists and Spiritualists over this. All that
is necessary is that the Materialist shall admit that we are
not yet fully informed as to the methods by which our
sensations are acquired. Some of these methods we know,
or think we do: others may, as yet, be as inconceivable as
they are subtile, and as powerful.  We long, indeed, for a
perfect reconciliation with the Materialist, who might be,
at all events, a co-worker, if he cannot be a comrade. And
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