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Swami Abhedananda concludes in ¢ Prabuddha Bharata’
a thoughtful Paper on ¢ Immortality,” from which, however,
we do not get much encouragement on our particular lines
of thought ; but, all the same, it is helpful. ~ Great stress
is laid upon the ‘Atman,’ the one infinite and universal
spirit, and upon the Vedéntic teaching that all spirits are
but ¢the partial manifestations’ of this one universal
Atman who is ¢ worshiped by different names in different
countries, by some as Our Father in heaven, by others as
Brahman, Allah, Christ, Buddha, and so forth.” It is the
manifestation of the Atman in us—* the illuminator of the
subtile body,” which is ‘immortal and eternal.’ The Paper
concludes instructively :—

In the voluminous scriptures of the Hindus you will find
that the attainment of immortality is described as the
highest end of our life. If you read the most ancient
writings, you will find such passages as :—‘He who knows
the Truth has attained immortality’; ‘By knowing God
you will become immortal’; ‘By knowing God you will
realise your true immortal nature,’ and so forth. The object
of all other religions is just the same. The true ideal of
Christianity also is the attainment of immortality. But as
]olrég as we are fighting amongst ourselves about petty
differences of opinion, for a creed or denomination, we forget
that ideal ; we do not understand the true spirit and aim of
Christianity or any other religion. Religion does not mean
a belief in this or that ; it is the Science of the Soul. Religion
which does not reveal our immortal nature, but simply
teaches certain dogmas or a belief in this or that, is not
worthy of the name. But when we understand the true
object of religion and the ]purpose of life, when we realise
our Divine and Immortal spirit, then we become truly
Christian, then we say, as Jesus said, ‘I and my Father are
one’ ; then and then alone we become one with the Father
in heaven.

It has been a wonderful winter for mighty winds and
massive clouds, and often have the words of the old Hebrew
poet come to mind: ‘He maketh the clouds His chariot ;
He walketh upon the wings of the wind’ What a daring
figure it is! But how suggestive! how consoling! What
an uplifting, animated thought there is in it ! Surely these
old Hebrew poets had an amazing intensity of faith. What
a grasp of the central idea of God was theirs !—what
superb hopefulness ! what keen insight! what abounding
trust! And, in a way, how scientific, too! However we
imagine God—from potency in Law, to personality domin-
ating Law—how true it is, that He, that It, is in the cloud,
and moves with the wind,—a supreme Intellect attending
and inspiring every natural phenomenon !

Someone has sent us a copy of a sporting paper, called
‘The Referee,’ which presents us in strange company.
Very prominently, ‘LiGHT’ is referred to as a paper
¢singular enough to be notable.”  Then follows a column
and a-half of banter and gravity, indignation and respect-
ful criticism, hovering about a nucleus of very serious
belief, or, at all events, refusal to deny. ‘The crystal-
gazing dodge is either mere madness or mere impudence,’
says this mixed writer :—

But it is not so when a man who displays in all the ordi-
nary affairs of life a steady mental balance assures me that
he is conscious of being in close spiritual contact with his
dead wife. I know of some such cases. I cannot tell that they
do not spring from some form of delusion, but I do know that
I am the recipient of an honest confidence, and that the
offerer of it is sane wherever I can really test him. There
have been thousands of such instances. Some one of them
is within the knowledge of most men who are of the tem-

rament which enlists confidence. I have in my own person
devoutly believed in such a communion. I have doubted
and believed again and doubted again. There are possibili-
ties of self-deception. There are chances of a dangerous
obsession of the mind. What is a wise man’s course in such
conditions? The only aftirmation I can make is of « psychic
sensation. I cannot demonstrate the fact behind it, and I
will not even beg the question so far as to employ the words
I have italicised for any better reason than that the reader
will understand their meaning. There may be no such thing
as a psychic sense. We may be, in Tennyson’s phrase, mere
‘magnetic mockeries, wholly vain.” I cannot tell.  You
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cannot tell.
materialist.

We recognise in this the note of the seeker after truth,
and we are quite as pleased to find it in ‘ The Referee’ as
we should be to find it in ‘The Saturday Review.” The
following paragraph, too, has the right note in it :—

There is nothing we can conceive which is more wonder-
ful than the things we know, and it is not the scientific
spirit which pooh-poohs any responsible individual declara-
tion of experience because it can find no ready-made
explanation for it except that it is either an illusion or a lie,
The rational attitude is one of respectful inquiry. The
mischievous tendency in Spiritualism is that it disposes the
mind to credulity. Tﬂe trouble of an unmitigated scepticism
is that it may retard the race in a progress towards know-
ledge of a very valuable kind. There is much sincere inquiry
going on.

‘The Referee’ pours out its scorn upon the quacks,
the pretenders and the fools. We applaud, and thank it
for its summing up :—

We get all this, of course, as payment for treating the
study of the occult seriously. And yet it must nee%s be

treated seriously, and here, as elsewhere, the tares and the
wheat must grow together until the harvest.

But, all the same, I cannot bow to the

At a certain church in America lately, a young minister
was ‘installed ’ as pastor. Men of various sects gathered
round, and even the Jewish Rabbi, Rabbi Moses, spoke. So,
very appropriately, the following hymn, written for the
occasion, was sung :—

One Life together we confess,
One all-indwelling Word,
One holy call to righteousness
Within the silence heard :

One Law that guides the shining spheres
As on through space they roll,

And speaks in flaming characters
On Sinais of the soul :

One Love, unfathomed, measureless,
An ever-flowing sea,

That holds within its vast ewbrace
Time and eternity.

This is indeed the religion of the spirit. .

A WELCOME INTERVENTION.

The following narrative has been supplied to us by Dr.
Paul Edwards, who had it from one of his patients, who is
willing to give her name and address if required :—

While travelling in France a few years since, my husband
was seized with lung hemorrhage and was thought to be
expiring. The doctor gave me no hope of his recovery, an
1 sat down to shape a message to my daughter, who was then
in Italy. But the words I should send puzzled me, forif
my husband was really dying I should say so in the despateh,
and if there was hope I should not unnecessarily alarm my
child. Just as I was meditating on these points a queer
feeling came over me and an irresistible force seized ny
hand and wrote thus : ¢ You treat Basil very badly, give him
ice ; signed Caroline My husband’s name was Basil John
Charles Pringle and Caroline was his mother’s first name.

I arose and staggered into the other room, and to my
surprise I met the landlord coming toward me and holding
out a bag. ‘What is it ?’ said I. ‘Ice,” he replied. ‘Are you
not seeking ice for your husband?’ I uttered no word, but
took the ice and gaveit to my husband, who seemed to know
that the ice was coming.

In two hours the poor man was out of danger, and when
the doctor called in the morning and saw the patient, h",
exclaimed, ‘ Has there been a miracle performed here !’ ‘No,
I said, ‘but I have given my husband ice and he is nearly
well.” The doctor was very angry and threw the case uPb
demanding his fees on the spot, and prophesying that t,l!e
patient would relapse and die within a day. Bub his
prophecy was not fulfilled.

NEwCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—* L1cHT’ is kept_on sale b:tla.tge
%pill]'itual Evidence Society’s meetings in Northumber
1all,
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A CASE OF PERSONATION.

By ‘AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.’

The article in ‘ LicHT’ of March 3rd entitled ‘ The True
Origin of so-called Spirit Communications,’ recalled to my
mind a very curious psychological experience which occurred
in our family circle some years ago, and which appears to
me to have a direct bearing on the question of what is called
‘Animism’ in the production of automatic writing. The
case still remains somewhat of a puzzle to me; but on the
whole facts it is my opinion that it was a case of spirit
‘personation ” without any adequate motive.

In the autumn of 1892, when the clairvoyante was almost
every week receiving messages from officers who had been
killed or died of wounds in the Afghan, Transvaal, and
Egyptian campaigns of 1880-81, there came to her, among
others, an officer. who had seen much service in the
amy in India. He first accosted the medium in the
street in broad daylight, and afterwards, on the same
evening, came and wrote a very coherent message dis-
closing his life history. Among other details of his
appearance she informed me that when she first saw him he
was wearing an overcoat, having a collar trimmed with
Astrachan fur. This distinguished military man, on his first
meeting with the medium, also told her the exact spot in a
suburban cemetery where his mortal remains were interred,
saying that the gravestone immediately adjoining was
erected to the memory of a gallant British general who had
held high command in India. The written message was
handed to me for verification, and after careful inquiries

every statement therein was fully verified. The portrait of
this officer was found by me in the ‘Illustrated London

News) and shown to the medium under test conditions, and

was at once identified. The portrait showed him as wearing

acoab with an Astrachan fur collar, just as he had appeared

tothe medium in the street. Asregards the place where the
mortal remains of this communicator were interred, my busi-
ness engagements at the time prevented me verifying that
detail ; but I asked the medium to accompany my wife to the
cemetery (which is about three miles from our house), and
sure enough the statement made verbally by this officer was
found correct—his own tombstone giving some details of his
uilitary career, while the adjoining place of sepulture con-
lained a memorial to the memory of the distinguished
general whom he had mentioned as having been there
interred. The visit paid by the clairvoyante to the cemetery
was the first occasion on which she had entered within its
precinets, although she has often passed it on the tramcars.
Imay here also state that in the same part of this cemetery
and within a couple of yards of the two graves I have
mentioned, are deposited the earthly remains of a gentleman
who was our family doctor,and from whom we have had many
written messages ; and I hazard the conjecture that our
former Esculapius may have been the means of bringing
thisofficer to the medium through the proximity of the
graves. This, however, is surmise.

The following day, after the above visit to the cemetery,

the clairvoyante was again controlled to write, when a long
and most interesting message was given, purporting to
emanate from the wife of the distinguished soldier whose
gave and tombstone had been inspected by her and her
wmpanion the preceding day. The message expressed the
great regret the writer had felt at seeing them cngaged in
suich a task on such a bleak forenoon, as one of them she
observed was not then in robust health (which was quite
correct). She hoped, however, no evil results would follow.
The writer then spoke of the cemetery as the place where
‘my brave C. (the general’s Christian name) ‘and self were
laid” Among other events in the life of the writer she stated
that when in India she had written a book (which she
named), which had a large circulation, and, indeed, the whole
message, besides being very coherent and in excellent cali-
graphy, seemed to be one emanating from a lady of
cultivated intelligence and affectionate disposition.

As soon as time permitted I made a search in a large
public library for the book in question, and obtained a
perusal of its contents. It fully bore out the details given
in the message, and I accordingly became convinced that the
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message was genuine and emanated from the wife of the
military man who had recently communicated verbally and
in writing with the clairvoyante. But, as the tombstone in
the cemetery bore no record of the date of this lady’s demise,
and, indeed, contained no reference to her of any kind, I
deemed it necessary to inquire of the cemetery super-
intendent as to whether she had been there interred beside
her husband, but was intensely surprised when the official
informed me that the lady was still in earth life, and a
frequent visitor to her husband’s tomb, on which she often
placed flowers. The superintendent also kindly furnished
me with the lady’s address ; but on examining the directory
her name did not appear as the occupant of the villa given
to me. Through a friend in the General Post Office, how-
ever, who was able to make the necessary inquiries of the
postman in the district in question, I learned subsequently
that the lady did reside there during a part of the year with
a near relative, but her permanent address was at H—,a
watering place on the coast, about sixty miles off, and here,
of course, my quest as to identity ended.

Shortly stated, then, this case stands as follows : A British
general, name and life history utterly unknown in the house-
hold, comes to the medium ; his portrait is identified under
test conditions ; his written message verified from various
sources ; his place of interment given and found ; and
identity proved ‘ up to the hilt” Next comes a person repre-
senting herself as his widow, and using his name, controls
the medium, who writes a message containing one specific
detail (the book), also verified, and yet further inquiries dis-
close the fact that the alleged writer is still alive. Of this
general or his wife no one in the household had ever heard
previously, and in particular the clairvoyante solemnly
assured me she was in entire ignorance of everything con-
tained in the messages until they were penned under the
circumstances before specified. What, then, is the conclusion
to be deduced from the above narrative? To my mind the
only one possible is, that the first message from the officer
was genuine, and the second, purporting to be from his wife,
was spurious, being the work of a personator who presumed or
expected that my researches would not extend so far as the
cemetery superintendent and the postman. As a rule, I
may here remark, the ‘internal evidence’ in written
messages is by far the best test of spirit return, and here
there was enough in the second one to deceive me had the
additional inquiries not been made.

My purpose in sending you this experience is simply to
show that ¢ Animism’ can have no place in a case like the
present, and in no view can it, as it appears to me, be held
that the subliminal consciousness of the lady clairvoyante
evolved a message from a person in earth life, which, in its
great essentials, was utterly false and misleading. It
emanated, however, in my judgment, from the other side, it
may be from a friend of the original communicator (whethex
male or female is immaterial), and was intended to represent
the second spirit entity as the survivor of the two spouses,
who had also passed on later. The why or the wherefore
of all this episcde is, of course, at present hid from me, and
will probably remain one of the unsolved problems of
psychology. All the same, it is the fact that a case of
personation from the other side has occurred to me, and also
that the medium was only the unconscious instrument in
the attempt to deceive an investigator who has had many
years’ experience in testing the interesting phase of spirit
manifestation known as ‘automatic writing.’

The name of the British general and other details have
been furnished to the Editor of ¢ Licur’ for the information
of any person interested.

TraNsiTION.—On March 9th, at Hove, after a long illness,
Emily A. L. Woodcock, youngest daughter of the Rev.
Canon Woorlcock, aged fortvy-five, for thirteen years head of
the Holland Nurses’ Institution, at Nice.

Dr. ALLaN Fisuer.—We are asked to state that Dr.
Allan Fisher's address is now Pond-place, Fulham-road,
London, S.W

TLLNEss oF THE ‘PIONEER MissioNARY MEDIUM.—The
many friends of the veteran medium, Mr. Williamn Wallace,
will regret to know that he is seriously ill, and may ¢ pass
on’ at any moment. e has ‘ fought a good fight,” and can
confidently anticipate a warm ¢ welcome home’ on the other
side.

P i et
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SPIRITUALISM AND ANIMISM.

The February number of ‘Psychische Studien’ devotes
the second part—that called theoretical and critical—in great
measure to the vexed question of Animism and Spiritism,
now so much to the fore in Germany. One of the articles is
by ¢ Pastor’ Max Gubalke, and is entitled ¢ On the Spiritistic
Hypothesis,” but the most important is the report of an
address delivered in Munich by Dr. Falk Schupp, a well-
known writer on ‘occultism,” under which designation are
now included in Germany all matters related to psychism.
This, although occupying ten pages, is only the first instal-
ment—probably it will be concluded in the next number.

Those who cannot read German and who do not see the
German psychical journals have little idea to what a length
the animistic theory is now carried, both in Germany and
France ; and while, not long since, it was only advanced to
cover some of the phenomena attributed to Spiritualism, now
the Animists unhesitatingly assert that all—or nearly all—
these phenomena have an animistic origin, that is, that the
spirits of the dead have nothing to do with them. To a
certain extent Spiritists and Animists are agreed ; for in-
stance, in the phenomenon of materialisation, none but the
veriest tyro in spiritualistic matters believes that the curious
materialised forms so many of us have seen, are the spiritual
bodies of deceased persons. These figures are but temporary
and imperfect material representations of the deceased as
they existed in their fleshly or mortal bodies ; while the
matter from which they are composed is in some mysterious
way borrowed from the medium and sitters, mostly from the
former, which probably accounts for the resemblance
frequently to be seen between the spirit form and the
medium. But while the Spiritualist believes the animating
intelligence or spirit to be that of the deceased person
represented, the Animist says the spirits of the dead have
nothing whatever to do with the phenomenon, but that—to
quote Herr Schupp—*it is derived solely from the super-
normal portion of the soul life of the medium.’

I propose to translate a few passages from this essay,
bearing more especially upon the spiritistic and animistic
hypotheses, which I think may be of intersest to readers of
¢ LigHT.

At the commencement of his address, Herr Falk Schupp
gives an account of the opposition which Spiritism en-
countered in the early days of the movement, some fifty
years ago, by the materialistic Press in Germany, then at
the height of its career. It was condemned as fraud,
charlatanism, or hallucination, by all the materialistic men
of science, while any who, like Professor Zollner, examined
the phenomena and had the courage to proclaim their con-
victions, were simply looked upon as mad. Later on, however,
a somewhat more reasonable tone prevailed ; some of the
phenomena were declared by those who had the patience to
examine them, to be due not to fraud, but to some unknown
force, and those who, like Dr. Carpenter, ‘would give
in to anything rather than spirits,) invented the
animistic theory. One of the most noted opponents
of ‘Spiritism’ was Eduard von Hartmann, who some
fifteen years ago wrote a book against Spiritism — I
forget the name—which called forth a rejoinder from
the celebrated Russian Spiritist, Councillor Aksakow,
whose work, ‘ Animism and Spiritism,” was written as an
answer to Von Hartmann. I remember reading, or partly
reading, the work in German ; it was very long, in two thick
volumes, and an exhaustive review of it appeared in ‘ Licut’
from the able pen of ‘C.C.M. Of Von Hartmann’s cssay
Herr Schupp says :(—

¢ This philosopher, who in his former writings stood firm
on the ground of natural science,in his attack upon Spiritisim,
as is well known, did not take the standpoint of imposture
pure and simple, but endeavoured to reduce Spiritism to
Animism in order to save the credit of his philosophical
system, in case the facts brought forward by him could be
proved to be realities. He og(_anly owned that when he had
taken up his pen to write this attack he had necver been
present at any spiritistic experiments !’

In another place Herr Schupp writes: ‘Indirectly,
Eduard von Hartmann may be looked upon as the originator
of the animistic theory ’; and further on he says i —

‘The animistic hypothesis, certainly the most convenient
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bridge in the way to destroy the firmly rooted views, obtains
at the present time so exclusively in the journals and
societies,* that a superficial observer may be inclined to

redict the total downfall of the spiritistic hypothesis.

hose who have gone deeper into the study of occultism and
who are therefore able to recognise the high significance of
the purely spiritistic theory, will observe the rapid growth
of Animism with concern.  Yet it seems to me, who hold
the same views, wrong to look upon the advance of animistic
views with too much contempt. The animistic theory
certainly builds a road upon whose serpentine paths the
inquirer may eventually attain without risk the goal of
Spiritism.’

Those, however, whose own medial powers and the over-
whelming proofs they have obtained, convinced them of the
truth of the spiritualistic theory at an early period of their
investigations,may congratulate themselves on being spared
such along and tortuous route ; and they need not be ashamed
of their convictions, shared as they are by such clear thinkers
and talented men as Alfred Russel Wallace and many others
whom I could name, who have boldly declared that the
spiritualistic hypothesis alone covers a/l the phenomena.

I will now translate Herr Schupp’s definition of the two
hypotheses, the ‘Spiritistic’ and the ¢ Animistic,’ slightly
curtailing it, but not altering a word ; and regret that I
must not now give more of this very interesting essay.

‘The spiritistic hypothesis is that which declares that
the mysterious phenomena which form the groundwork of
Occultism are due to individual actors, who, in spite of their
supernormalt nature, have the power, under certain condi-
tions, to act upon objects and persons in the world of sense.
These supernormal individuals are popularly
“Spirits.” In order to manifest they have to make use of-an
instrument called a “medium.” . These “spirits"” are
believed to be the souls of the departed. . A
theory, that of the Theosophists, is that these supernormal
beings are uot of human origin but are demons or elementary
spirits. . . The adherents of Spiritualism, however, accept
unanimously the first only of these theories, and from
t}leologica.l or religious reasons utterly deny the demon
theory.

“As opposed to the spiritistic theory there stands the
animistic. [in the last century the term “’Animism ” signifi
a sort of philosophical and medical theory, according to
which the human soul had its specific life-giving power,
which could be used for the purpose of healing the sick.
This form of Animism was discarded by modern science, an
it is not more than fifteen years since Animismn was re-estab-
lished, certainly as a more reasonable and tenable mode of
expressing a theory. The animistic hypothesis holds that
the supernormal manifestations which, under certain con-
ditions, we are able to observe, are not due to fictitious
supernatural persons,but arise entirely from the supernorm
portion of the soul life of the medium. The adherents of
the animistic theory maintain, therefore, that there are no
such things as spirits or demons ; it is true, they say that
the mani?esta.tions which we ascribe to these really take
place, but that we give them a false origin. All these sup-
posed spirits of the dead are nothing but masks, which the
somnambulic ecstatic consciousness of the wmedium
represents.’

Herr Schupp’s essay will probably be concluded in next
month’s.issue of ‘ Psychische Studien,’ and I shall then hope
to give some further extracts, as it is refreshingin these
latter days to find a German ‘ Occultist ’ openly standing up
for Spiritism as against Animism. M.T

THERE 18 N0 DEATH.—Even D. L. Moody could utter
those words as he was taking leave of earth. {Iis last words
are said to have been: ‘Earth recedes and heaven opens
before me. If this is death there is nothing awful here. It
is sweet. This is bliss. Do not call me back. God is call-
ing me. I must go. There is no valley here. It is &
beautiful.” Those words, if uttered by Moody, show that he
at the last caught glimpses of the realities of the life
beyond, hence was not afraid to go. Spiritualists have
always been able to express themselves thus strongly at the
hour of transition, and it would seem that the b
evangelist, creed-bound and dogmatic as he was, coul not
resist the potent influences of the spirit world when their
presence was perceived by him. [tp words count_for any-
thing, Moody's last sentences would seem to indicate that
he was conscious of his spiritual birth, and was ready to
aceept the fact of life immortal in place of the theological
assumptions of his church.— Banner of Light.

* OF course he means German ones, =T

+¢ Uebersinnliche ’ is a much better word, I use ‘supernormal ’ faute
de mieux:; it really should be ‘ supersensual.’—TR.

.
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THE POET, THE PHILOSOPHER, AND
THE MYSTIC.

‘ He hath awakened from the Dream of Life.—Skelley.

‘When we awake to another world our terrestrial life
may appear as grotesque a parody, as misleading a distortion
of true reality, as the most preposterous of dreams.’—F. C.
S. Schiller.

‘The greatest part of mankind may be said to be asleep,
and that particular way of life which takes up each man’s
mind, thoughts, and actions, may very well ge called his
particular dream.'— William Law.

It is always interesting when a similar thought is put
before us from different points of view. According to the
cast of mind through which it comes, and according to
our own cast of mind, we may look upon such a thought
asan idea, or as an intuition, or as an inspiration. When
the same fundamental conception can be traced in varying
external forms, it confirms our belief in a unity of cause at
the back of the ever-changing variety of effects.

Some passages in the extremely suggestive article by Mr.
F. C. 8. Schiller in Part XXXVTI. of the ‘ Proceedings’ of the
Society for Psychical Research, just published, illustrate this
ina striking manner. The writer, as a philosopher, brings
us round to some of the most beautiful inspirations of
Shelley, the poet, and what he says presents a singular
analogy with Williamm Law, the mystic, in one of his finest

passages.
The poet says :—
‘He has outsoared the shadow of our night.’

‘Helives, he wakes—’tis Death is dcad—not he.

‘Lif, like a dome of many-coloured glass,
Stains the white radiance of Eternity
Until Death tramples it to fragments.’

‘He hath awakened from the dream of Life.’

‘No more let Life divide what Death can join together.’

The philosopher says, speaking of what we call our ‘real ’
world :—

‘Hence we may conceive ourselves as passing through an
mmber of worlds, separated from each other by (pa,rt;ia.f;
discontinuities in our experience, each of which would be
mect-l real while it lasted, and yet would have to be

ared unreal from a higher and clearer point of view.
Nor would this conception remain an empty form, which we
wold not find anything in our experience to illustrate. I
venture to affirm that we are all of us perfectly familiar
with what it feels like to pass from one world into another.
When we fall asleep and dream, we pass into a new world,
the space, time, persons and laws of which, though they persist
in principle, have no very obvious connection with the
corresponding characteristics of our waking life. It is true
that the reality of each dream-world is very precarious ; it
isdissolved by every clumsy interruption from a more “real ”
world, in the ex post facto judgment of which the dream-
world is fleeting, chaotic and unmanageable. Hence the
consensus of common-sense declares dream-experiences to be
unreal —though, it may be noted, it has taken men a long
time to arrive at this conclusion, and to disabuse themselves
of the notion that afterall there must be a literally veridical
and inspired meaning in all their experiences. What has
1m0t been realised with equal clearness—probably because
the observation seemed to have no practical bearing—is
that the existence of unreal worlds of dream-experience
casts an indelible slur on the claim of our present waking
life to absolute reality. What has happened once may
happen again, and when we wake to another world our
tervestrial life may appear as grotesque a parody, as mis-
leading a d’istort.ion of true reality, as the most preposterous

reams.

The mystic says :—

‘The greatest part of mankind may be said to be asleep ;
and that particular way of life which takes up cach man’s
mind, thoughts, and actions, may very well be called his
particular dream. The learned and the ignovant, the
rich and the poor, are all in the same state of slumber ; only
passing away a short life in a different kind of dream.  But
why s0? It is because man has an eternity within him, is
born into this world, not for the sake of living here, but
only to have time and place to become an cternal par-
taker of a divine life. A life devoted to the interests
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and onjofyments of this world, spent and wasted in the
slavery of earthly desires, may be truly called a dream.

Do but suppose a man to know himself, that he comes into
this world on no other errand, but to rise out of the vanit
of time into the riches of eternity ; then . . life
and death are equally welcome, because equally parts of his
way to eternity. For heaven is as near to our souls as
this world is to our bodies.’

It has been said that ‘all roads lead to Rome.’ So in a
wider and truer sense, it may be that all roads along which
the human mind travels, in attempting to search into the
‘essential and incurable philosophical ambiguity of death,’
will be found to lead to the same goal—to a conviction of
the reality of a ‘common world’ which will be found to
‘ persist through death.” Even the scientist is now travel-
ling in the same direction, and is daily being driven further
from a belief that the ‘dream of life’ affords a solution of
all the phenomena which he finds himself compelled to
accept. E.T. B.

‘NEUE METAPHYSISCHE RUNDSCHAU.’

The January number of this review is the first which has
come to my notice, although I see it commences its third
year. The somewhat gruesome cover almost scared me from
examining the contents. It is bright yellow in colour, the
title, in large letters, being supported on each side by
enormous black snakes, standing upon their tails, while
above is a cabalistic design, which, of course, I do not under-
stand, encircled by another snake, with its tail in its mouth—
the emblem, I believe, of eternity ; while the reverse of the
cover is adorned by yet another snake in the form of the
letter ‘S.” The interior of the review, however, is not at all
alarming. Itis printed in clear type in the Latin character,
on good paper, and contains two portraits, one of the editor,
Herr Paul Zillmann, 1n his study, and the other that of the
¢ Christian Mystic,’ J. B. Kerning, born in 1774,

I will give a passing sketch of the contents. The first
article is a paper by the editor, entitled ¢ In the Dawn of the
New Century,” and tells how the writer, after a night spent
in his study among his books, vainly endeavouring to solve
‘the secret of the stone of the wise,” sallies forth in the
dawn of an autumn morning and climbs a hill from whence
he sees the sun rise, and where he gives vent to his feelings
in a great rush of somewhat high-flown rhapsody. Herr
Zillmann is apparently an Esoteric Buddhist, and a great ad-
mirer of H. P. Blavatsky, quotations from whose writings
commence and finish his paper.

Then comes an article by Dr. Paul Carus, headed ‘ Goethe
a Buddhist,’ the extremely metaphysical nature of the
writing being relieved to the ordinary and uninitiated reader
by many quotations from Goethe’s poems.

Then comes ‘The Human Aura,’ the first instalment of
a translation from the English by Professor A. Marques,
which is followed by ‘The New Doctrine,” a very deep
metaphysical treatise. But now a pleasant surprise is in
store for the somewhat tired student, in the shape of the
last paper, which is headed ‘The Secret Key : An Occult
Tragedy, by J. S. Rogers.” It is not stated whether this is a
translation from the English, but it reads rather like one
It is a story of the sensational school, and I became so
interested in it that I laid it down with regret at the
ominous words ‘to be continued.” It relates how a lock-
smith of Egyptian birth, versed in the magic lore of the
East, is surprised one evening by the appecarance of a
mysterious stranger, muffled in a fur cloak, with piercing eyes
and corpse-cold hand, who brings a golden key, having one
of the wards broken, which he desires the locksmith Abul
Kahn to copy exactly in brass, to be ready by the following
evening ateight o'clock. Abul, devoured by curiosity, works
night and day and succeeds in completing two duplicates
instead of one--one of which, of course, he retains when
the mysterious visitant comes to fetch the gold and brass
keys. After some adventures, Abul Kahn succeeds in
tracking the mysterious stranger to his home in the out-
skirts of the city, and then ¢ Fortsetzung folgt !’

This story is a sort of sugar plum to be taken after swal-
lowing so large a dose of metaphysics.

A slight sketch of Kerning and some reviews of hooks
conclude the number. M AL
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USEFUL ADMISSIONS.

Part XXXVI. of ¢The Proceedings of the Society for
Psychical Research’ contains some useful admissions,
notably in two Papers by Mrs. Sidgwick and Mr. Andrew
Lang on the case of Mrs. Piper. It seems, to begin with,
fairly well agreed upon, that it will not do to talk any
longer about fraud. Mrs. Sidgwick is a hard one to con-
vince, but even she says that she grants, throughout, ‘the
genuineness of Mrs. Piper’s power.” There is always some-
thing reluctant or dubious about ‘I grant,” but, as we read
Mrs. Sidgwick’s Paper, her meaning is that she admits
genuineness : and Mr. Andrew Lang, who appears to he
more sceptical than ever, says, ¢ For reasons given by Dr.
Hodgson, I cannot accept the theory of imposture hy Mrs.
Piper, in her normal state.” The suggestion here, that she
may be a sort of impostor in her abnormal state, is intended,
though that need not trouble us. It means something like
this,— that Mrs. Piper’s ‘secondary personality ’ (called by
Professor Shaler a ¢ preposterous scoundrel,” when it pre-
tended to be Dr. Phinuit) can dream itself into all kinds
of telepatbic conditions, and gather thoughts, pictures and
facts in many ways and with varying coherences, and per-
sonate many characters. However that may be, it is some-
thing to have the honesty of the ‘normal’ Mrs. Piper
admitted by the ¢devil’s advocates’ of Psychical Research:
(they will understand the classical allusion, and will not
mind it).

The above suggestion opens up an admission of con-
siderable value. Mrs. Sidgwick is all for enlarging the
area of Telepathy. She now wishes to use the word
¢ Telepathy ’ in a sense wide enough to include any com-
munication between mind and mind otherwise than through
the recognised channels of sense, whether the minds com-
municating be in the body or not.” Following this up, Mrs.
Sidgwick uses the suggestion as a lever to edge  the spirits
of the dead’ further off ; but only a little further oft. What
she insists upon is that it is always Mrs. Piper ; that ‘the
spirits of the dead’ do not take possession of her, control
her, and speak, act or write through her, but that, if they
are concerned at all, they only telepathically influence her ;
her ‘trance personality,” ¢sccondary self,” or ‘subliminal
self” heing left to make the hest or the worst of what she
is able to pick up and combine, as in a dream. Her theory
is that ‘it is still Mrs. Piper; Mrs. Piper in communica-
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tion, of a supernormal but partial and uncertain kind,
with other minds—minds of the living and the dead—
and conveying to the sitter by voice and writing the
information thus obtained, mixed up with much that has
been acquired or imagined ir a normal way.” We call this
Mrs. Sidgwick’s theory, but are just a little uncertain : it
is so much the custom of our neighbours to put forth
tentative theories for airing or approval. But we have
scarcely any doubt about it. )

We feel even more interest in Mrs. Sidgwick’s dissec-
tion of the process of Telepathy. If it is a physical pro-
cess, it is the revelation of a new hodily sense. If it is a
spiritual process, ‘a communication between mind and
mind in which the physical world is not concerned,’ then
it tends to establish ‘the existence of mind apart from
body, with the further chain of probabilities that the mind
continues to exist when the body is dead, that it continues
able to carry on telepathic communication with minds in
the body, and, indeed, that telepathy is of the nature of
the communication of disembodied spirits with each other.’
All this is extremely alive with significance, the value of
which our readers will doubtless at once appreciate.

Mr. Lang, looking along the same line, is somewhat
perturbed. If we dismiss ffaud and the spirits of the dead,
we are driven to what he calls this obviously wild hypo-
thesis,” that Mrs. Piper telepathically taps ¢the minds, not
only of living persons beside her, and often known to her,
but also of living persons distant, and unknown to her,
though known to people in her room.” But, from the
halting Andrew point of view, Mrs. Sidgwick’s hypothesis
or theory is vastly more ¢ wild,” as she presents Mrs. Piper’s
‘trance personality * as sweeping up all kinds of notions
from the living and the dead, and presenting them in
dramatic form with many characters in the ever varying
play.

Thus we come round to our own idea of hypnotism
from the unseen, and we are glad to have Mrs. Sidgwick’s
company. We entirely agree with her that it is an unneces-
sary complication ‘to suppuse that communication with
the dead is different in kind from telepathic communica-
tion with the living’; but, whether the spirit is without,
engaged in a hypnotic or telepathic process, or is turning
out Mrs. Piper’s spirit and taking her place in her organism
(as Mrs. Sidgwick puts it), seems to us unimportant, except
as helping us to account for confused mixing of things,
contradiction and apparent falsity ; and it must be con-
fessed that the value of the theory of telepathic action
only is great here. ‘I think it probable,” says Mrs. Sidg-
wick, ¢that much of the apparent fishing is unconscious,
and merely due to a dream-like readiness to take ideas
indiscriminately, whencesoever they come, and weave them
into a whole.” If this is the state of the case; if, all the
time, it is Murs. Piper, or rather, her ‘trance personality,’
using up, more or less coherently, old ideas and pictures,
and new currents of telepathically-communicated messages,
it is easier to understand the puzzling confusion of much
that ‘comes’ ; but even Mrs. Sidgwick has to pause before
the fact that certain personalities, said to he spirits of the
dead and calling themselves by names, do often act in ways
sharply enough defined, and altogether different from any-
thing that can be called ¢Mrs. Piper.” ¢I have no doubt,’
says Mrs. Sidgwick, ‘that the case for regarding the com-
municating intelligence as an independent individuality
seems yet stronger when it represents itself as being an
intimate deceased friend of the sitter’s, sustains the part
with vigour, and, besides showing knowledge which it 18
diffienlt to suppose to be derived from anyone but .t,he
deceased, exhibits traits characteristic of him and recognises
appropriately his friends and acquaintances. And the
illusion (“the illusion’?) is strengthened by the fact that





















