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lecture on Death, by Mr. Leadbeater, are full of good
things, some of which we should like to extract, but one
must suffice, and, just now, we feel most drawn to the
following :—

Another terrible thing connected with death is the
mourning for those who have passed away. We, in the
West, are rather worse in this respect than others, though it
is not the thing we should expect from Christianity. Inthe
East they mourn, certainly, yet they do not mourn for the
dead, but for those who have lost their loved ones ; but to
mourn for the dead, to say poor so and so, does great harm.
To grieve for losing one’s friends is selfish. Besides this,
there are other revolting displays with regard to death.
Look at funerals : they are absurdly wrong. Suppose your
friend, instead of being near you on the astral plane, had
i(l)ne to Australia, you would not get up a hearse and funeral.

ourning and funerals, as at present conducted, are wrong,
and we must hope, in time, to get more civilised, and show
more sense when anyone belonging to us passes away to
‘Abraham’s bosom’ or to Deity. It does not seem very
respectful to mourn that our friend has gone to Him ! Let
us do as little as possible in this way, ourselves, and try to
prevent others from perpetuating these popular but foolish
customs. Poor people often get into debt in order to havea
grand funeral for someone who is dead. They think it 1s the
last thing they can do, the last sign of respect they can Pay
to the deceased. It is ignorance to su;l)pose that such a
dg:gplay is good and desirable. We can al
this.

Of course this is a subject which must be tenderly dealt
with, but it is quite necessary to occasionally speak frankly
about it. It is not consistent, on our part, to fall in with
the distressful or formal mourning customs of the world.

help to minimise

‘The Prasnottara’ (Benares) is ‘The Gazette of the
Indian Section of the Theosophical Society’:—a poor-
looking paper, and chiefly taken up with brief reports and
balance-sheets, but with a good deal of its space devoted
to questions and answers. A series of lectures on ‘ Building
of the Individual’ has good thinking in it, with the usual
theosophical mystifications, verbal and otherwise. The
following suggests a profitable subject of thought :—

I shall have to ask you to recollect two or three leading
rinciples in order that you may understand what we mean
By the word spiritual. All evolution consists of two things,
the development of life and the building up of form. These
two aspects cannot be separated in our thought. If we try
to study evolution in only one of the aspects, we shall get an
incomplete idea. In the West, forms are studied to the
exclusion of life. Itisa habit amongst us, here, to study only
the evolution of life and to ignore the corresponding form
which expresses the life. The life evolves by unfolding the
germinal capacities inherent in it, and the form evolves by
yielding to the impulse of life and shaping itself to that
impulse. The modifications will be shown by ever-increasing
richness of organisation and complexity of vibration. We
must look both to the life and the form, if we would under-
stand the meaning of spirituality.

We like all our ‘religious’ and ¢ Christian’ papers.
They are so temperate, so precise, so free from bias, so
absolutely truthful ! We extract, with due reverence, the
following from ‘The Christian Register’ :—

Some years ago, in England, a gentleman was asked to
address the scholars of the local school. ¢Well, children,’
said he, ‘once upon a time there was a very good lad. One
Sunday afternoon, as he was gawin’ to school, two bad boys
met him, and persuaded him to gan bird’s-nesting wiv ’em.
So they went alang by the riverside, and by and by they
came tiv a tree; and in the tree on a branch which over-
hung the watter was a nest. The two bad lads sent the
good lad to climb the tree and fetch the eggs. Up he went
and got out on the branch, and just as he was reaching
out his hand the branch brok, and he fell into the river and
was drooned.” After waiting a few moments to allow his
hearers to thoroughly ﬁrasg the full extent of the catas-
trophe, he resumed with, ‘Children, the story is true ; for
the lad that was drooned was me !’

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

SEVERAL communications are unavoidably deferred.
¢ A READER oF “LicaT.”’—Kindly send name and address.

LIGH'T.

[March 10, 1900,

SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

THROUGH THE MEDIUMSHIP OF W. STAINTON Mosks,

I remember that a great deal was said some time ago by
¢ Imperator’ on the point of genius and medivmship being the
means by which the spirits made themselves felt.  But the sug-
gestion of an Ocean of Spirit is new to me ?

Stores of wisdom and knowledge are drawn by yoy
from that great Ocean of Spirit which is all around yoy,
and from which your spirit draws life and sustenance, This
Ocean of Spirit finds vent everywhere,in greater proportion
through those who are most receptive and whom you el
mediums.  The physical brain originates nothing. Al js
the transcript, frequently very imperfect, of what exists
with us.

¢ Great wit to madness near allied.’

It enshrines a great truth but dimly realised by yon,
one which it will be well for you to know more of. The
indistinet line that divides what you call genius from what
you deem madness is one that can only be traced with difi-
culty. Frequently those whom you call mad are hut the
instruments of undeveloped spirits who try in vain to con-
trol the physical body, and cause ravings and incoherent
utterances to issue from the medium. Moreover, wht
man calls insanity is frequently nothing but a disorganis
tion of the delicate instrument under unwise spirt

guidance. You have seen this yourself in the case of your
friend ——. The subject is too vast to be treated by us
now. Dr. R, who has exhaustively studied this question,

is now elucidating it for you through the mediumship of
——, and though the idiosyncrasies of the medium do
interfere much, still valuable truth is evolved which you
may well study.

You speak of the idiosyncrasy of mediwms.  Does that
modify your sentiments to any appreciable extent ?

We borrow from your mind as little as may be, the
mere shell in which we clothe our thoughts; they come
with as little admixture of earth as possible. This is s0
in an eminent degree in such communications as this. It
is so, too, in our circle when harmonious, when no strange
influence is present, and when you are not harassed and
tired. Indeed, we frequently prefer to originate thoughts
there and to elucidate them here. You can see for yourself
the extent to which your spirit is used, by occupying your
mind with other matters. It only renders the control more
delicate and difficult, but does not hurt it at all. This isa
very rare quality of mediumship, and when it is had the
most perfect results can be obtained. We know of no
other through whom we could get such results.

Is it then so rare ?

The higher development of mediumship such as this,
which allows of the uninterrupted passage of spint
influence, is the highest and rarest of the spirit gifts. It
must be used with care and forethought, lest it be abused.
The lower forms of material mediumship are to it only 8
the rude bar of iron to the delicately poised needle respon-
sive to the slightest influence ; as the balance that weighs
to the thousandth part of a grain compared with the
machine that estimates by tons and takes no count of
pounds. It can only be had in rare combinations of mental,
physical, and spiritual gifts; and we warn you rather
against abusing or misusing it, that many have made ship-
wreck of the good through vanity, pride, and folly.
Beware !

One has little to glory in, if the best are only vehicles?

For that there are distinctions and degrees, and the
good instrument sometimes looks with scorn on the bad.
He glories most, frequently enough, who has least in what
to boast himself, Nor does it detract from man’s desert
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that he, in common with all, is but the vessel into which
the Supreme pours his revealed truth. Rather does it
enhance his glory.

You speak of mediumship being entirely unconnected with
physical peculiarities. Do they mot modify it in any way ?

Undoubtedly, in just the same way as the condition of
the body acts upon the spirit in all ways. Your spiritual
state is greatly affected by bodily ailments. Depression of
spirit will result from bodily sickness, and mental processes
are paralysed by physical ailments. To this extent, and
no farther, are conditions of mediumship affected by bodily
conditions. The force which we use is well called psychic,
for it is soul force, and of the spirit, not of the flesh.

Are objective manifestations owing in any degree to the
independent action (unconsciously) of the spirit of the medium ?
Serjeant Cox thinks that the shiverings which accompany or
precede manifestations are caused by the spirit leaving the body ?

That is not so. The spirit of the medium is not in
any way concerned in manifesting. Far otherwise ; seeing
that it is a necessary pre-requisite to our operations
that the spirit of the medium should be in a condi-
tion of passivity. The shudderings are not cansed
by the spirit leaving the bhody, but by the efforts
of the operating spirit to obtain or maintain con-
trol. The action of the controlling spirit is exactly
analogous to what is known among you as mesmeric control.
The spirit, whether in or out of the body, operates on
another spirit in the same way. The controlling spirit

affects the controlled by mesmeric power, and the shiverings
are caused by the passage of the influence from the con-
trolling to the controlled. When you know more of the
action of all the forces which are operating round and in
you, you will see that they are far simpler than you fancy ;
and that what we describe as will power is at the root of
everything. By it we control your organism. By it we
overcome the resistance which seems to you a property of
matter. By it we substitute another condition of attrac-
tion and repulsion for that which is known to you ; for we
move objects, not by lifting as you do, but by holding
them in suspension by attraction. You can scarcely yet
realise that magnetism is the great force which governs all

things. This is the great agent, of which you know
little.
Magnetism? How does that govern «ll?

You ask what would take long to answer; nor would
you understand. Matter is made up of atoms which range
themselves in obedience to an inherent law of vitality, each
atom being in itself a magnet having polarity. Like poles
repel, and unlike poles attract ; and so homogeneous growth
is obtained. Every condition of health is secured when the
atoms of which the body is composed are arranged in due
order. Conditions of disease are set up when these orderly
arrangements are disturbed either locally or throughout
the system. Magnetic treatment, which is the true healing,
acts by restoring the normal condition and allowing the
healthy state to be restored.

In the mesmeric pusses is a force conveyed from the operator
to the patient, or nmot?

Assuredly. A stream of vital force is conveyed ; as
you may prove by the fact that a rapport is established
between the two, so that the operator will frequently carry
away the ailment which he cures, only in a milder form.
And he will surely convey to the patient any pain under
which he chances to be suffering. Hence care should he
taken that only healthy operators should be allowed. But,
beside this, the remedial process consists, too, in the direc-
tion of the patient’s mind to the seat of his ailment, whereby
his nerve force is directed to the place and the deficient
supply isremedied. The expression of all force is ultimately
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contained in will power and magnetism, magnetism heing
in itself only one of the modes of action of yolition or will
power as known partially to you.

Atoms, you say, are all magnets having polarity. Then
do they range themselves in oledience to that law of mug-
netism, like selecting like, and repelling the unlike? That
would explain much.

That is so, and that explains the reason why every
growth is homogeneous, why the tree selects unerringly the
atoms which build it up, why no heterogeneous atoms ever
intruded into any growth. It is impossible, hecause
of the invariable law of atomic magnetism. The subject
is vast, and we have not begun it. What is written is but
desultory illustration. You will hear more of it as time
goes on. We do hut prepare you for what you will be
instructed in. Our friend Benjamin Franklin, who prin-
cipally inspires this communication, has stores of know-
ledge on the subject.

Is the law of spiritual assimilation. the same ?

Yes, the same.

Then, we can only take in from the great Ocean of Spirit
wrownd us what we atlract : awd so people cannot tuke in an
uncongenial subject 2 It would be to them heterogeneous.

You grasp it well. It is true.

You say that this maguetic wrrangement of atoms is at
the bottom of all life ?

Yes, of all life. Everything has a duplicate existence—
physical or natural, and spiritual. Lverything is formed by
the orderly arrangement of magnetic atoms; and every-
thing of spiritual wisdom and knowledge is similarly con-
veyed by what corresponds to atomic assimilation, namely,
by the mind assimilating spiritual sustenance from the sur-
rounding Ocean of Spirit, taking that only that is necessary
for its sustenance. From this you will learn why many
minds are unable to grasp and assimilate particular ideas:
why they create repulsion in them: why they reject them
as the stomach rejects unsuitable food : why it is as wrong
to force new truth on such as to force on a weak stomach
food which it is unable to digest. This may give you
food for reflection. You may ponder, too, the light shed
by this truth on the doctrine of the origin and develop-
ment of all things. We have very much yet to say on
points which will be explained by degrees. Do not seek
for more now. We have said all that is wise.

+ RECTOR.
PRUDENS.
B. T.

A SEQUEL TO THE NEW COSMOGONY.

‘It is only where the centres of rotating bodies are fixed
centres that disruption takes place from centrifugal force ;
a fact that seems to have been overlooked in the Laplacian
cosmogony.’

The above is the concluding paragraph of my article
printed in ‘Lr¢ur,” of April 24th, 1897. I wish now to add
to it the following fitting corollary, viz. :—

1. ¥&5" ‘Universal gravity’ and ‘terrestrial gravitation’ are
due to the revolution of the heavenly bodies wpon themselves
under conditions whick make the existence of centrifugal force
an imposstbility to them.

2. What is termed ‘ centrifugal’ is simply projectile force
accumulated in a body prevented from forward movement
by the fixity of the centre on which it revolves.

3. The heavenly bodies having never revolved on fixed
centres are dominated only by the projectile force which has
ever maintained them in their orbits.

Tuapprus Hyarr.

Ulmenstrasse, Frankfort-on-Main,

Germany.
February, 1900.
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INVISIBLE INTERLOPERS.

The readers of ‘LicHT’ are indebted to the editor for the
full report of the Rev. J. Page Hopps’ very pleasing address
on Dr. Garth Wilkinson's ‘Improvisations from the Spirit.
The volume being out of print, like many another valuable
and interesting work of the pre-Psychical Research period,
is not within reach of most Spiritualists.

Mr. Hopps’ suggestion that some of the strange verses
produced so rapidly through the passive hand of Dr.
Wilkinson are the work of the Diakka—spirit loiterers and
hangers-on—is an altogether likely explanation. Their
trail is all over Spiritualism— as, indeed, it is throughout
civilised society.

We are surrounded by a host of invisible beings who have
not outgrown their fondness for a practical joke. They still
love a silly laugh and refuse to take life seriously. And why
should they do so? Have they not been taught that beyond
the grave all chance of reformation and improvement has
vanished ? Finding themselves in all essential respects just
the same as they were in the body, and surrounded by others
like themselves, why should they notin their own way make
the best of a very poor job? Remember they are thoroughly
convinced that, as one of them actually remarked in my
presence, ‘ Where the tree falleth, there shallit be !’ Besides,
they are by no means certain that oneday the dread blast of
the last trump may not be the ominous signal of a far worse
fate. ‘Let us be merry to-day, for we know not what the
future has in store for us,’ is their fitting motto.

Wonderfully shrewd are they in discovering the foibles
of mortals ; and surpassingly adroit in playing upon them,
Consequential vanity and pompous self-esteem are their
very delight. Nor ave the grosser propensities beneath their
notice ! The egregious flattery, the preposterous promise
and the subtle insinuation that so often come from the
Beyond, suggest the classic lines, ‘Will you walk into my
parlour ? said the spider to the fly,” &c.

The presence of these prankish, mischief-loving dwellers
on the threshold was very strikingly indicated in the mani-
festations that so disturbed the household of Dr. Eliakim
Phelps, at Stratford, Connecticut, during the year 1850.
Objects were thrown about, carried from room to room, and
hurled through the window panes ; the young son’s clothing
more than once was torn into shreds on his back ; visitors
would discover, when the time came for them to leave the
house, that their hats and canes and umbrellas had mysteri-
ously disappeared. Sometimes the articles would be found
thrust into the chimney or concealed in some equally absurd
place, at other times they would drop into the room. Yet,
with all the display of an almost unlimited power over
physical objects, beyond severe nervous shock no bodily
harm was done.

About one hundred specimens of independent writing
were also produced. Messages written on slips of paper,
placed in a book or wrapped around some small object heavy
enough to give sufficient momentum, would drop into the
room in the presence both of members of the family and of
investigating visitors. When asked why property was
destroyed, the answer came, ‘ For fun.’

Our theosophical brethren will not hesitate to attribute
all this mischievous- sportiveness to their sub-human
elementals. But the messages that came were peculiarly
human in style and humour. For example, the record
states* :—

‘On July 28th, 1850, two singular letters were thrown
down, addressed to Dr. Phelps. They were both in one hand-
writing, but were signed by two different orthodox clergy
men of Philadelphia. Their interest in religious movements,
and their acquaintance with the phraseology of “revival”
correspondence, are seen at a glance. “St. Peter’s,” in the
second letter, is a Puseyite church.’

‘DeAR BroTHER,—The Lord is dealing bountifully with
His chosen people. Brother Barnes admitted to the church
forty-nine last Sunday, and Brother Parker thirty-four to-
day. Brother Converse has had the cholera. Brother
Fairchild has grown so fleshy as scarcely to be recognised.

Brother Mahn, being suddenly inspired last Sunday,

* See ‘Facts and Fanaticisms of Modern Spiritualism, by E. W.
OAPRON,
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spoke so eloquently and so loud, and used such majestic
action, as to be quite done up for a while. He broke a blood-
vessel. . . That's all the news.
“Your faithful brother in Chx;ist,,
R, AY

‘DEAR BroTHER,—The millennium truly is coming. The
day of the Lord is at hand. We are adding countless mem-
bers to the altar of the Lord. Brother A. became inspired
last Sunday to such a degree, that his soul took its flight to |
the regions above, and has not yet returned. The Catholic '
churches, St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s, were burned down ;
St. Peter’s, also—I believe that is a Catholic church,
Brother Mahn was preaching from the text, “ Resist the ‘
devil,” &c., when he was suddenly overturned by an invisible
power, which frightened him so that his hair turned white
1n five minutes.

‘ Brother Barnes, to render his church more attractive, is

oing to have opera singing and dancing every Sunday, pm,
%&rs. Alexander Tower, old Mr. Tiers, Brother Fairchild, and
Mrs. Somerville are going to dance. I think they will find
it a very lucrative employment. Jane and Martha still
progress in Hebrew.
* Your affectionate brother,
‘M. R

Had the ‘new journalism’ been in existence in those
days, we should be justified in attributing the authorship of
the above missives to some stranded votary of that modem
cult.

On one occasion, while Dr. Phelps was sitting at his desk,
he turned about in his chair ; turning again to resume his
writing, he found written on his paper, the ink not yet d,
‘Very nice paper and very nice ink for the devil.’ No visble
person was in the room with him at the time.

But in addition to the sportive sprites "that people the
region just beyond the limits of physical perception, ther
is a host of serious creatures to be considered—the rejected
poets and authors, victims of deferred hope, who still long
for the laurel-wreath ; the ‘philosopbers’ who persist in
taking themselves seriously ; and the orators, bursting with
¢ resistless eloquence.” When the door is heedlessly left open,
all these will eagerly drop in to give vent to the pentup
longings for utterance that still rule their hearts. Meddlers,
also, and busy-bodies are on hand to mar things with il
considered, presumptuous officiousness.

The fact that the practice of mediumship is conducted in
an orderly, coherent manner, despite the invisible inter
lopers ever standing ready to disturb or deflect the proceeq-
ings, is the strongest evidence that the séance-room i
guarded by high and competent powers. It justifies the
faith of the Spiritualist, that his cause is of lofty origin and
beneticent design, however greatly bis knowledge of certain
after-death states may lead him to doubt that open, indis
criminate intercourse between the two worlds is advisable,
or even practicable,while the spiritual condition of humanity,
in and out of the flesh, remains so crude and inharmoniou.i
As it is, it is probable that as much beneficent power s
exerted to restrain mediumship as there is to develop it.

Moreover, the Spiritualist is justified in accepting the
display of definite, orderly mediumistic power as a very good
indication that its possessor has been selected as an instru-
ment for special work of some kind by the invisible operators,
through whose patient and purposeful endeavours the great
modern spiritual movement is proceeding to the fulfilment
of its high mission. At the same time, experience has taught
that the spivitual circle should be presided over by a ‘pure
heart’ and a ‘strong head’—to which qualities might be
added a well-ordered development of the sense of humour. It
is significant that phrenology places the faculties of Humour
and Philosophy close together. They indeed should go hand
in hand, for the absence of humour often tends to mlfkﬁ
philosophy grotesquely ill-proportioned. The blessed function
of Humour is to hold the microcosm in seemly and proper
relation to the macrocosm ! HeNRY FORBES.

New York, N.Y

Francis SCHLATTER.—The following paragraph appears i
the February number of an American Swedenborgian paper
entitled ¢ The New Christianity ’: ‘ Rev. W. L. Gladish tells
the readers of the “ New Church Messenger” that he has
lately had a conversation with Francis SchTutter, the healer,
who is now married, and whose wife is also a healer. “Both
appear to be sincere, earnest workers,” he says, “ trying 0
do the Master’s work as they are able.” He does not give
their post-office address.’
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A ‘READING’ OF AND FROM PROFESSOR
HYSLOP.

On Friday, March 2nd, a first instalment of the results
obtained by Professor Hyslop during his sittings with Mrs.
Piper was presented to the members of the Society for
Psychical Research by Mr. Frank Podmore, who read selec-
tions from some of the reported séances. Mr. Podmore pre-
faced his reading by the announcement that,in the opinion of
Professor Hyslop, the hypothesis of fraud was altogether out
of the question, and that, moreover, he believed the spiritistic
hypothesis to be the true one. Dr. Richard Hodgson attaches
very great importance to the experiences of Professor
Hyslop, which, when printed, are expected to fill some 600
pages of the ‘Proceedings.” Considerable interest was aroused
by the recital of the Professor’s experiences,and Mr. Podmore
had rather more than he could do to answer the questions
which came in at theend. More than once he had to reply,
‘T really don’t know. This was unfortunate, not only for
Professor Hyslop, but also for Mr. Podmore, who is apt to
speak as ‘one having authority.’

Professor Sidgwick was in the chair, and in the course of

his neutral observations said it would be interesting, he
thought, to hear what impression had been made upon Mr.
Podmore by his perusal of Professor Hyslop’s report.
Speaking from notes, Mr. Podmore lost no time in assuring
the meeting that he had formed a very unfavourable impres-
sion indeed! The Professor was clearly a man of strong
prepossessions! He had ardently desired certain things,
and had, quite innocently, of course, connived at the
realisation of his desires. The Professor had plainly
assisted Mrs. Piper's ‘trance personality’ in the
fishing operations so long and successfully carried on,
and had, in fact, exhibited the failings of the
ordinary emotional sitter. Mr. Podmore quoted several
passages in support of his opinion, and one should be men-
tioned as evidence of Mr. Podmore’s sublimely original
method of reasoning. Professor Hyslop was having a sitting,
and Mrs. Piper’s hand was writing.

¢ Alice is here,’ wrote the hand.

¢ Alice who?’ asked the Professor.

¢I did not say Alice, I said Annie,’ continued the hand.

Now ‘Annie’ was applicable, but ‘ Alice’ was not, and Mr.
Podmore calls this fishing, urging that the inquiry, ¢ Alice
who 7’ would be taken as meaning that ¢ Alice’ wouldn’t do,
upon which a second name was hazarded. Very few people
are likely to take this view, however. The question
‘Alice who?’ was calculated to make the communicator
suppose ‘Alice’ was correct, and that the surname was
desired, to confirm the identity; but the reply comes :
‘I did not say Alice, I said Annie.” ‘Where there’s
a will there’s a way.’ So, according to Mr. Podmore,
there is no fresh or good reason for regarding Mrs. Piper’s
trance phenomena as other than a mixture of fishing, tele-
pathy, and the subliminal self, although some cases are
confessedly hard to explain by any of these. In the long
run, however, Mr. Podmore’s ingenuity will doubtless rise to
the occasion. Dr. Richard Hodgson has done much to
account for the undeniable confusion and inaccuracy found
in spirit communications. His long and patient investiga-
tion has yielded results for which thousands are profoundly
grateful to-day, and has given a value to his views and
opinions of which, it is fairly safe to predict, time will not
rob them. He has indicated some, at least, of the obstacles
which are met with on the lines of communication between
the seen and the unseen, and the question arises, Why does
Mr. Podmore entirely ignore the same? Is it either honest or
wise? Is it that Mr. Podmoreisalso a man of such ‘ strong pre-
possessions’ that he is actually unable to see more than one
side of a subject at a time, or is he afraid to do so? Spirit-
ualists are not dependent on trance phenomena for a proof
of their contentions. They can fall back upon the passage of
matter through matter, the movement of objects without
contact with human agents, and the presence of materialised
forms in their rooms, acting and speaking in a good light.
Mr. Podmore was asked how he accounted for the fact of a
truthful woman like Mrs. Piper telling lies and deceiv-
ing sitters in her trance by personating their friends and
relatives ? Mr. Podmore replied that this was usually found
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to be the case ; and that automatic script was almost in-
variably less moral than the writer ; so much so, in fact, that
many writers gave up the writing out of sheer disgust at
their subliminal selves ! Spiritualists can prove the existence
of unseen operators in their midst, and so account in &
reasonable manner for the unworthiness and imperfection of
some automatic writing. Mr. Podmore’s explanation is too
unreasonable to be adopted, save as a last stand of the
despairing. Miss Catherine Bates related some extremely
interesting facts connected with sittings she once had with
Mrs. Piper which could not possibly be explained by
telepathy ; and Miss Mack Wall very pertinently asked
Mr. Podmore if, while reading Professor Hyslop’s paper, he
had cast aside all prepossession in favour of the theories
connected with his name. Mr. Podmore replied with
characteristic modesty, that he had done his best !
¢ BipsTon.

MRS. CORNER’S MEDIUMSHIP.

As T have had special opportunities of witnessing the
work which the gifted medium, Mrs. Corner, has done during
the last few years, I think that some of my experiences may,
with some advantage, be given to the public. The first time
I sat with her was at a meeting at Shepherds’ Bush, on a
Sunday in April, 1898. The meeting was public, and I asked
the president, Mr. Chaplin, if I might join the circle, and
permission was given me. 1 had not till then made the
acquaintance of Mrs. Corner. The room in which we sat
was crowded and the weather very hot, and yet two forms
materialised, ‘ Marie, and my own guide. Mrs. Corner, at
that time, knew nothing about me or my controls; but a
day or two before that séance I sat with Mr. Cecil Husk,
when my guide materialised and told us he would materialise
with Mrs. Corner, which promise he kept. Mrs. Corner,
finding in me another medium, asked me to call and see her
and it was at her own house, where sometimes there were only
three of us, herself, her daughter, and myself, that I
witnessed some of her best phenomena. On one occasion we
had spent the evening at the house of a mutual friend, trying
to get table movements, but the table would not move.
Mrs. Corner suggested to me that we should sit at her own
house, where we had a dining table turned over on its edge,
completely shutting Mrs. Corner in. The arrangement of
the whole of the furniture of the room was altered, and
‘Marie’ built herself up in the corner farthest from the
medium and spoke to us in French, the medium not being
entranced. Another time, at a non-professional séance, I
saw, with others, the form of a man with beard and mous-
tache, and the medium at the same time. Once I was asked
to go into the cabinet while the medium was entranced, and
as soon as I had left and reached my seat again, ‘ Marie’
came out. I have had very many opportunities of seeing
¢ Marie,” and comparing her with her medium ; she is taller
and much darker, her hair is longer, and she is altogether a
much larger woman than Mrs. Corner. If the power is
small, which it has sometimes been owing to the medium
being in ill-health, I have seen the spirit’s face resembling
that of the medium, but she has had no legs or feet, simply a
trunk with arms and head ! I remember once one of my
own controls promising to show herself, but the attempt was
so weak that she literally melted before our eyes, and the
face was utterly unlike any we had seen before materialised
—in fact it was that of the spirit whom we had seen dozens
of times clairvoyantly. Once a friend of mine was called
into the cabinet to put the medium back into her chair,
because during the process of control Mrs. Corner is apt to
fall forward from her chair,and ‘Marie’ stood by the whole
time watching the operation. These are some of the facts
which T and others have witnessed at séances which have
been unprofessional and where the medium has not received
money for her services. ALFRED PETERS.

Mgs. ExMya HARDINGE BRITTEN'S AuToBrocrAriy.—We
understand that this book is now in the hands of the
printers, and will be pushed forward as speedily as possible,
so that those who subscribe before publication can be
supplied at an carly date. Subscriptions (4s. Gd.) should be
sent to Mrs. M. Wilkinson, 2, Winficld-terrace, 473, Chester-
road, Manchester. After publication the price will be 5s.
net, postage extra.
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NUMBER 1000.

Even our enemies, if we have any,—and we know of
none—will consent to our pardonable pride at the
appearance of No. 1000 on our front page to-day. It is
something, in these days of drift, to keep steadily and
happily on, in such a path as ours, for a thousand weeks ;
and then, at the end of it, to feel even fresher and
blither and more hopeful than ever.

Looking hack, we confess we are surprised to find so little
that has been evanescent, and so much that will bear the
scrutiny of the keenest critics. In fact, there is hardly
one, out of all these thousand numbers, that has not its
message for to-day. We will go farther, and say that
both Theosophy and Psychical Research might get many
a useful hint from the work of our predecessors ; for
‘L1GHT’ enshrines the experience and thought of many
accomplished and honest seekers after truth who are
certain to be, in the future, more honoured and better
understood. One by one these faithful and patient men
and women have faded from our sight, but the lamp has
never wanted a steady hand, and the paper might say,
if it could speak :

Men may come and men may go,
But I go on for ever.
Well, “for ever’is a long time, but we are very much
mistaken if there is any paper of the kind which has a
better chance of steering for it. But, be its fate what-
ever it may, we hope and believe that those whose duty
it is and will be to sail with it will never
bate a jot

Of heart or hope, but still bear up and steer

Right onward.

We have always held that Spiritualism is a science, not a
superstition, and that it is based upon the common facts
of daily life, only upon higher planes of being. We
dislike the very word ¢supernatural.” The natural is
enough for us. In fact, it is becoming absurd to fix any-
where the limits of the natural ; and, even in our present
very restricted condition of knowledge, we are warranted
in saying that there are not and cannot be any such
limits. This is our answer to those who are inclined to
scientifically snub us as superstitious or supernaturalists.
We are par excellence the very reverse, because we are
par excellence the assertors of the truth that, in our
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calculations, we must bring into the sphere of the natural
whatever God there is, and whatever order of beings
there may be beyond the range of our present senses.

But Spiritualism is more than a Science. There is a sense
in which it is also a Religion. It has not, and can never
have, a stereotyped creed or ritual. It is too free and
flexible for that. But it goes far to explain the mystery
of this life of struggle and discipline. It unveils the
secret of human nature, and secures the sense of human
unity by proclaiming the central truth, that the real
man is the spirit-self, and that therefore all the thin sur-
face distinctions, of rich and poor, master and servant,
ay! even of wise and foolish, make no real difference.
The human brotherhood is conditioned by the universal
human soul.

It is a Religion, too, in the sense that it affords the very
highest hopes and consolations. The great sorrow of
earth is separation and death. Whatever tends to
remove that must be the greatest boon ; and Spiritualism
either does that or tends thereto. It dissolves the
impassable barriers ; it ends the dread uncertainty ; it
tells of unbroken companionship ; it whispers the loving
word of hope. The world may say of that what it
likes. We who know what the very thought of it can
do, enter with it into the very Holy of Holies of
Religion.

Surely there is, in these two phases of Spiritualism, as at
once a Science and a Religion, all that we need, not only
to justify this Paper, but to make its triumphant con-
tinuance imperative. We all know how ready people are
to say to the teachers and message-bearers of the world,
¢ But what are you doing !’ just as though ‘doing’ only
meant fetching and carrying things, making tables and
chairs or balance sheets and wills. The teachers and
message-bearers might quite cheerily reply, < What are
we doing? Why, telling our truths and bearing our
message, and little enough could the toiling world do
without them.” So with ¢ LiGHT,” whose mission is, not
so much to do things, as to show the world what wants
doing, and to give it illuminated spaces. This we have
done and are doing: and this will we do, God and the
good angels helping us.

There is one subject upon which we must be allowed to
congratulate ourselves. It is this, that we are seekers,
not partizans. We have, of course, our preferences, and
possibly, being human, our likes and dislikes, but we
welcome all. So far as we know, there is no view which
could not find expression in ‘LicHT, if it were pre-
sented in an acceptable way. We positively enjoy
criticisms, explanations and questions, and revel in turn-
ing the Light all round. But we welcome all, only on
equal terms. We want no pity and seek no patronage.
We are not poor relations to anyone ; we are pioneers.
We ask for no special forbearance; we will be any fellow-
seeker’s friend.

But what ¢ LIGHT’ has been and is gives no idea of what
it might be. We have great ambitions with regard to
our work generally, and are prepared to attempt greab
things, when there is any possibility. We say, with the
great apostle to the Gentiles, ‘ Not as though we had
already attained, or were already perfect, but we follow
on . . . and this one thing we do; forgetting the
things that are behind, and reaching forth to those,
things which are before, we press towards the mark.
But we want the help of confidence and willinghood.
¢L1GHT, as we have intimated, is a pioneer paper ; and
pioneers must have either exceptional courage OF
excessive support. ‘LIGHT’ wants both ; and, if its
friends will only supply the second, we gnarantee to find
the first.




























