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RELIGIOUS BEARINGS OF SPIRITUALISM.

By Uta Rally Pud.

Paper read before the British National Association of Spiritualists 
on Monday evening, November 21st; Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald 
in the chair.
I cannot call myself a Spiritualist It is only a year and a 

half since I became practically acquainted with the subject, and 
I am by no means convinced of its truth. I have never attended 
a physical phenomena sdance. I could almost oount upon the 
fingers of one hand the trance mediums whom I have heard 
speak. Physical mediums I have known none. Under these 
circumstances it would seem that I am a very unsuitable person 
to address this audience. But it is on the very ground of my 
want of special knowledge of this subject that I have ventured 
to speak— because that which I wish to consider, and afterwards, 
I trust, hear discussed, is whether Spiritualism has more than a 
special or scientific meaning, whether, in fact, it has a general 
or religious bearing. If it has only a special interest, if it be 
truly a subject suitable only for investigation by scientific 
people for scientific purposes, then for those whose occupation 
is not of a specially scientific nature its consideration will be 
waste of time.

Spiritualism may become very engrossing ; it takes much 
force out of its investigators ; and outsiders not unnaturally ask, 
what is the good of it ? Assuming Spiritualism to be true, what 
then 1 It may easily be answered to this, that everything which 
is true must be of some benefit, and that truth should be the 
aim of all research, the benefits to be gained from the know­
ledge of that truth being after-oonsiderations.

But for those who are already engaged in work which 
should absorb all their time and strength, this vague searching 
after general truth will be a forbidden interest The material 
proofs of Spiritualism must perhaps always be for specialists 
only. At all events they cannot be investigated by all persons. 
Of this I am convinced from what I have seen of the effects of 
such research. For instance, for myself, I have now finally 
abandoned table-turning, the only kind of physical phenomena 
stance at which I have assisted; mainly because I find I cannot 
continue it with safety to my health. Even though the nervous 
exhaustion following such experiments should proceed only from 
the “ nervous strain of expectation,” it makes it none the less a 
fact that there are those who cannot pursue this branch of 
Spiritualism. And that for which same are physically unfitted 
will not be necessary for alL If these material proofs, there­
fore, be all Spiritualism can do, it will not be of universal interest 
If physical phenomena be truly its all, then, at all events in its 
present stage, it is for specialists only and it is not for the whole 
world.

Moreover, although I, like many others, have yet to believe 
that beyond all doubt Spirit exists and is immortal, there 
are still those to whom this is a matter of absolute certainty, 
without the aid of modern Spiritualism. Therefore, though it 
may convert the materialist and strengthen the doubter, if 
the proof of a future life be all it has to shew, for the true 
believer Spiritualism practically can do nothing. And yet, 
one is led sometimes by the conduct of Spiritu^jgta to imagine 
that these objective proofs of Spirit existence eole aim
of Spiritualism. The first rap that may hav^ one
soul of a future life, the first raising of a chay.

must indeed fill the mind with wonder at this simple proof of 
the power of disembodied Spirit over matter. But although 
religious feeling may start the inquiry, yet once these things 
have been seen and heard there can be no religion in a con­
tinuance of what must then be mere wonder-seeking. Science 
there may be, and to the scientist it must indeed be interesting, 
but religion assuredly there is none. It is because it is built 
on this scientific basis that Spiritualism differs from all other 
religions.

It has been asserted hitherto that all religious knowledge is 
grounded on faith, and is consequently laid upon a subjective 
structure. Now the quite distinctive feature of Spiritualism is that 
it lays its foundations on the objective. When it says that Spirit 
is not a condition of matter, but that matter is a condition of 
Spirit, it claims to prove this bo to speak material truth by a 
material process. Consequently the first step of Spiritualism 
has nothing to do with morality ; it has only to do with 
material fact It is a reply to the single question—Does Spirit 
exist, or does it not? A Spiritualist, I suppose, will at once 
assert that Spiritualism does give a decided affirmative to this 
question, since continued life is proved to exist after the 
physical conditions have ceased. But this fact of continued 
life does not in itself prove that Spirit is not a condition of 
matter subject to physical laws ; nay, a wider knowledge may 
prove the dieembodied Spirit to be as material a fact as 
materialists assert the embodied Spirit to be. It may be 
that Spiritualism may prove only a deeper founded Materialism. 
It may shew us that the Spirit, also, is subject to material laws : 
that the hopes of Spiritual souls in all ages have been vain ; 
for that holiness is no better in itself than vileness, that the 
old saying that the pure in heart alone can see God is a 
delusion; for that purity of heart is as much a fiction 
as the God of purity whom the saints have hoped to see. 
It requires no Spiritualism to prove the advantanges of prac­
tical morality ; the material results accruing from such conduct 
are proof enough. But morality is not religion. Religion 
may perhaps be defined as the following of an inner law for 
the sake of that law ; morality as the following of that law 
for the sake of its material results. A man is religious who 
is truthful for the sake of being truthful. A man is moral 
who is truthful because he believes it best for the material 
interests of the world that he should be so. Spiritualism, if it 
affirms that physical law alone is the governing force of the 
universe, may be the death of all religion.

This, then, is to my mind the great question of Spiritualism. 
Does it teach that Spirituality is a power in itself, that matter 
is only a condition of that Spirituality ? Or does it bind us 
with the chains of acknowledged fact to the principle that 
Spirit is matter, since it shews there is nothing, in all the 
regions of space, but only supreme matter obeying with ruthless 
uniformity the laws of physical force ? It was onoe emphatically 
stated to me by a Spiritualist that goodness has nothing to 
do with Spiritualism, for that Spiritualism is a question of 
material fact alone. Outsiders also assert that whatever may 
be the truth of Spiritualism, its moral results seem to prove 
this statement, for we have only to look at its history, and 
we shall find endless proofs of the laxity of character it 
engenders. Medium after medium is “exposed,” and the per­
sonal experience of inquirers is only a series of sad disillusions. 
These facts cannot be denied, and there can, I suppose, hardly 
be a person in the room to-night who has not had to undergo 
some of the suffering caused by finding some, in whom they 
had believed, to be guilty of some failure in principle or 
character. But that all persons convinced of the truth of 
Spiritualism should not in consequence become at onoe high 
moral characters, will not seem surprising if we reflect for a 
moment For we should remember that the pain of remorse is a 
Spiritual suffering, and will be more clearly imagined by a 
sensitive conscience than by a slightly developed one. Imagine, 
then, certain assurance of continued life coming to a selfish 
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mind, unaccompanied by the fear of physical retribution for 
wrong doing, which may have haunted it and acted as a sort 
of deterrent to crime. Old landmarks will be in consequence 
overthrown, the infinite in a new form will open out, and 
in the chaos which will follow, morality may easily be mis­
taken for convention (since this kind of mind is not a deeply 
discerning one), and all moral law may come to be regarded 
as mere tradition. Hence surely the irregularities of so many 
Spiritualists. It is natural that the most sacred claims of human 
life should fall the soonest and the most frequently under 
this lawless influence. Therefore, while at first we may 
shrink with just horror from that rebellion against established 
codes of conduct with which Spiritualism may seem to 
inspire some of its believers, we may find that these revolting 
extravagances are but the contorted reflections of the honest 
efforts of others to find a deeper moral standing point.

Once men blindly obeyed moral laws; they did not question 
why they should ; they considered such questioning wrong. 
It was good to be good, they said ; that was all the reason 
they required.

But in this age of strong inquiry, the positive philosophy 
has taken possession of all the strongholds of thought, of all 
but one, that is, and now this last citadel is approached and 
religious faith is ordered to deliver up her keys also. Will 
it be that Spiritualism (in reality the co-worker with Positivism) 
shall shew that the coffers of Faith are truly empty; that she 
inhabits a sepulchre whitened outside indeed, but inside full 
only of the bones of men’s dead hopes ? Or will it be found 
that only when the hand-to-hand struggle came, would Faith open 
her doors ; but not in submission to Materialism, but that hand 
in hand she and her would-be conqueror should together march 
through her gateway into the kingdom of a new force I What 
if modern Spiritualism be indeed but the mere reflections of the 
dawn of wider life which is coming to us ? The night has been 
long; what if its darkest hour be upon us now 1 What though 
it crush us to the earth with its thick blackness, may not its 
very gloom be a sign that the night is far spent, for is it not the 
darkest hour which comes before the dawn ?

But out of this sea of revolt, this seeming chaos of moral 
law, do we see a new world forming ? does any of this expected 
day-break shine upon us already I If we answer in the negative, 
before we proceed on this account to deny the possibility of such 
a dawn, let us consider (and here I must be allowed to class 
myself among Spiritualists) whether we have fitted ourselves to 
reoeive a higher stage of the movement; in fact, to make this 
dawn not only probable but possible. Thought muBt realise 
itself in action before it can progress as thought, and how far 
have we allowed ourselves to be mere passive recipients of 
knowledge without seeking to use it as a means of wider life I 
If there be truly angelic presences in the universe, can we ex­
pect they will inspire us with Spiritual knowledge if we are 
forever grovelling on the material side of Spiritualism I

Nay, can they if they will I for highest truth can only come 
to him who has highest aspiration. He would be blind to the 
vision else, for people must learn to see Spiritual truth as an 
artist must learn to see colour.

To sum up then. If Spiritualism be no more than a proof 
of continued individual life, and this by means of physical facts, 
then, although the knowledge of these facts must eventually be 
of universal service, in this early stage of their investigation 
their study must be as much the work of specialists as are the 
facts of chemistry or astronomy; that even if this continued 
life be proved, it will still remain an undecided question whether 
Spirituality be not a delusion, and Materialism the only truth ; 
but that before we can prove Spirituality to be this, we must 
follow the conditions neoessary for its development; while 
religion has nothing to do with the material proofs of Spiritualism, 
it seems to depend on the individual whether Spiritualism can 
reveal itself to him as a religion or not

And if we wish to know what are the conditions necessary 
for this discovery of Spirituality, it may be well to consider 
what Spiritualism as a religion may mean.

Spiritualism can be no new disjointed idea suddenly 
bursting on the world. It will not oontradiot facts. If it be 
anything beyond Materialism, it will be, I suppose, a clearer 
unfolding of that which has before been dimly felt; it will be a 
higher and wider development of life. I suppose that all 
have imagined themselves to be conscious of a mysterious 
guiding in their lives. To know that this guiding is a reality 
as much as any material fact; to be certain that life is not a 
chaos, and that to follow this highest soul is not moonshine 

but the most practical wisdom ; becomes sooner or later in every 
one’s life a question of vital urgency. It is possible that 
Spiritualism may be the light to shew the nature of this guiding. 
It was the hope of this being so which made me seek out 
Spiritualism myself. We have, then, still to see whether 
Spiritualism be a will-o’-the-wisp leading us yet deeper into the 
bog of Materialism, or whether it be the dawn of a new day. 
How can we bear to put off even the slightest chance of that day 
dawning, by keeping to futile wandering over first ground! 
How vitally necessary it is that we should rouse ourselves to 
highest action, that highest vision may come to us.

Consciousness of Spiritual life, the perception of Spiritual 
truth, are the first aims of all religions. Let us as far as we 
can prepare ourselves for this wider consciousness, by living 
the best life we can, by following our highest Boul, by con­
stantly seeking Spirit Communion to aid us in worthy action, 
and above all, if it be possible to us, that highest form of 
Spirit Communion, prayer. Then if Spiritualism be truly a 
conflagration which shall destroy the last standing place of men’s 
Spiritual hopes, with the courage of brave endeavour we can 
but face this final destruction. At least we shall have done 
all we can to find the light. If light we cannot find, because 
light there be none, we shall know our failure has at least 
not been our crime, though it must then needs be our profound- 
est despair. ---------

The above address was read before a large audience and wm 
followed by a long and animated discussion, in the course of 
which great sympathy was expressed with Miss Ford in her 
earnest hope that if Spiritualism were really true it might be 
pursued only for high and noble ends, and might be the means 
of leading to a purer and holier life. Several of the speakers, 
however, directed attention to the self-confessed fact that Miss 
Ford is almost a novice in the subject, that her fears and doubts 
were groundless, and that she evidently knew but very little of 
the esoteric and higher phase of Spiritualism ; and in her reply 
to some of the remarks which had been made she expressed her 
determination not to abandon her inquiries till her mind was 
fully satisfied on the question. The proceedings closed with a 
cordial vote of thanks to her for her admirable paper.

UNITARIAN I8M AND LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sir,—In common with many readers of your admirable 
paper, I have been not a little startled by a sentence in a para­
graph in the otherwise admirable article “ Notes by the Way,” 
in the last number of “ Light.”

'1 his sentence occurs at the end of the first paragraph, and 
the inference from it is that Liberal Christians and Unitarians 
in general “ignore ” the Eternal and the Infinite.

Now this allegation I hold to be utterly unfounded. The 
very fact of being a Liberal Christian or a Unitarian implies the 
acknowledgment of the existence of God and consequently of 
the Eternal and the Infinite. I go further and maintain that to 
most minds the absolutely necessary corollary from a belief in 
an all-wise and just God, is the necessity of a future state to 
redress the inequalities, the injustices, the sins, and the sorrows 
of this transitory life.

I willingly acknowledge the advantage of a belief in 
Spiritualism as a tangible proof of the existence of this future 
state, and as affording more rational views of its nature and 
proBpectB than those held by orthodox believers, and 
especially as tending to destroy the hideous doctrine of eternal 
punishment, which, I am rejoiced to observe, is every day losing 
its hold on general belief, and which I believe has been one 
of the most fertile sources of the prevalent Agnosticism and 
Atheism.

But I must enter a protest against the assertion that Liberal 
Christians or Unitarians in general ignore or disbelieve the 
Supernatural or the Infinite, though many of them withhold their 
assent from the belief in the Miraculous as generally held.

I would fain hope that so liberal a writer as “ MA (Oxon.)" 
will see that in this somewhat sweeping assertion he has given 
unnecessary pain to a numerous class of intelligent readers.— 
I am, Bir, yours faithfully, R B,

November 20th, 1881.
entirely mistakes the purport of my remarks on Mr. 

Merriam’s paper, respecting which he writes. My note was a highly 
condensed summary of the argument of Mr. Merriam, which I do not 
adopt as my own, save in so far as it makes for a wide acceptance of» 
belief in the higher aspects of Spiritualism. He says in effect: There 
are three faiths claiming men’s attention. The ethical religion (of Goons 
Eliot); Liberal Christianity; and Unitarianism. “ Mankind is not resar 
for a creed which ignores the eternal and the infinite.” This refers to 
the ethical relieion. “ Liberal Christianity has no organisation, no unity, 
no existence even as a distinct faith.” “Unitarianism is simply no ins 
at all; it ia a friendly fellowship among men who are facing towards 
every point of the compass, ana some of them towards all points by 
turns, from Positivism to supernatund Christianity.” These are Mr. 
Merriam’s words, not mine, and the “somewhat sweeping assertion,”s*  
“R B.” calls it, I do not adopt.—M. A (Oxon).]
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WHAT I KNOW ABOUT GHOSTS.

Some weeks ago in concluding a narrative of an interview 
with a medium, I said I might some time relate my experi­
ence of a ghostly kind. I said it was not terrible. Here it 
is:—

My father, one of a long line of farmers, lived at Drayton 
in Berkshire. His place was called Manor House Farm, rented 
from one of the Oxford Colleges. When he moved into it, it 
had been long unoccupied because, so people said, the old 
Manor House was haunted. My father did not mind that, for 
my grandfather tenanted a haunted house; he even thought 
a ghost might put something worth while in his way. Manor 
House was of good size and old. In it was an oak-panelled 
room, with a fireplace as wide as a small gateway. This room was 
especially said to be'Jiaunted. I remember one Sunday autumn 
evening, all the family, my father, mother, brother, two 
sisters, and myself, with our sweethearts, were in this room, 
some on one side of the fireplace and some on the other, when, 
before candles were lighted, the red embers of a large wood 
fire glowing on the hearth, all of us perceived a tall figure in 
an old-fashioned military dress, walking to and fro, from the 
end of the room in our direction, with hands folded behind 
and chin sunk on the breast He did not seem to heed us 
but at every turn came nearer to the fireplace, enabling us 
all to’ have a full view of him, and at last Was lost to our sight 
at the fireplaoe. This ghostly figure had been seen before, but 
never so clearly, nor by so many at once. He always seemed 
self-absorbed, and his appearance never led to anything.

The lady, now my wife, who was one of those present then, 
was on a visit once to my sisters. One evening she went, 
candle in hand, to the larder for something for the supper table, 
and as she descended some steps leading to it Bhe seemed to 
lose her hold of the candlestick and it went to the ground. 
She felt for the dish she went for and brought it away. Next 
night she went again. This time she was careful to hold the 
candlestick firmly, but at the same spot she felt it forcibly 
drawn from her hold and thrown into a corner.

When visitors came my brother and I had sometimes to 
sleep in a bed made up in the oak room. We were not sur­
prised if the clothes were stripped off the bed, nor at being 
sometimes jerked off the bedstead.

Our curate used to drop in when passing, and I told him 
once of our experiences in this way, and I said the ghosts of 
the old house did it He drew himself up and asked if any­
thing was on my mind, and said it was his duty to call upon 
me to confess anything troubling my conscience ; for as to 
ghosts there were none. I said I was thankful that my mind 
was easy ; but that the things happened of which I told him 
he would perhaps know himself if he slept there. He Baid 
he would, so that he might speak to me with more authority 
and put an end to Buch talk. So one evening the bed was 
made up in the oak room for him. Before we wished him 
good night, I shewed him the door of my room that he might 
call me if he wanted anything. In the night there was a 
hasty rattling at my door, and in rushed the curate, asking 
me to let him lie by my side until the morning. I wanted him 
to tell me what was the matter, and asked if anything was on 
his 'mind ! I could get nothing out of him, but he did not 
preach to me again about a troubled conscience.

When my father took the house he had in memory, as he 
used to tell us, the experience of my grandfather many years 
before. In relating this experience I must draw upon my 
recollection, quite vivid, of conversations of father and mother.

My grandfather farmed at West Drayton. The farmhouse 
and farm next adjacent had been long untenanted. The house 
was said to be haunted. Grandfather did not believe in ghosts. 
He made a good bargain with the landlord, and added the farm 
to his own. The house he would occupy, or let it to his labourers. 
Grandmother believed what the people about said, that the 
haunting was by an old miserly farmer, G. She believed all 
about the Bights and sounds and stone-throwings at the house. 
She said grandfather might take the fields, but she would have 
nought to do with such a house. Grandfather thought the 
ghosts were poachers and vagabonds, and he would know how to 
deal with them. Part of grandfather’s bargain was that he 
should keep whatever he might find, as old G., who lived there 
so lcng, was reported to have hid money. The landlord he 
had heard bo, and had had the house searched, grandlather 
was welcome to keep his findings, if any.

Getting possession, he had the rooms Wju j aired ; 

a bed put up for him to Bleep in to be ready for the labourers in 
the morning. The first night of his sleeping there he was 
wakened by a movement of the bedstead. Rubbing his 
eyes, he perceived a figure with hands on the bottom bedposts. 
He thought it was one of the vagabonds come to frighten him. 
Grasping his pick, which he had placed at the bedside, he 
strode forward and struck at the figure as it moved towards the 
door. The pick passed through it into the floor. The figure 
beckoned to be followed and went down the passage. Grandfather 
rubbed his eyes, thought he must have been dreaming, and 
turned into bed again. In the morning his men came and he 
went to the work in hand with them.

Next night he slept there again, and was again wakened 
by the bed shaking ; again the same figure with hands on 
bedposts ; again he slipped out of bed and grasped his pick. 
The figure backed towards the door, beckoning. Grandfather 
said it was of no use hitting, and motioned that he would follow. 
The figure glided into a little kitchen and there went down, 
the last to be seen of it being the eyes and beckoning 
hand. Grandfather, to know if this also were a dream, dropped 
his pick where the eyes and hand disappeared, and turned back 
to bed and to sleep. In the morning the pick was not at his side. 
Following his footsteps of the night he Baw it, as he dropped 
it, ina comer of the little kitchen. “ Then I was notdreaming,” 
he said, “and I’ll see where you went.” With pick, shovel, 
and labour, he unearthed sundry crocks containing coin, and 
then a carefully packed piece of blanket containing more. My 
father used to say that, judging by circumstances, there must 
have been a good sum total; grandfather never said how much. 
When the landlord heard the rumour that money had been found 
he put in a claim, but acting under advice, grandfather told the 
landlord to keep to his bargain, kept quiet himself, and the 
landlord ceased troubling him.

It was remarked that the house' was unhaunted after the 
unearthing of the coin. It would look as though the burier of 
it had had to get that part of his earthly work undone. In seek­
ing to do this he had frightened those whom he had been able 
to approach, until my cool, robust grandfather came in his way.

A reflection occurs to me : Was the Spirit in the Manor oak­
room drawn thither by the memory of a wrong with which that 
room and that fireplace were associated ? Perhaps so, and per­
haps it was a wrong not to be rectified by the restitution to 
orderly use of any earthly thing. As to the petty, trifling dis­
orders accompanying it, may they not have been caused by others, 
perhaps of a lower grade, attracted by them, or coming in their 
wake ? ' ______________________ J. C.

A FUFILLED PREDICTION.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sib,—In looking over some old memoranda, I came across 
the following prediction which is interesting in the light of 
recent events. It was published early in November, 1879, I 
believe in the Medium, by A.T.T.P.—

“ Among the present living statesmen are two who have 
served England well. The chief in position now will soon be 
called away, and he that lost will again resume his premiership, 
and his last premiership shall be blessed with his greatest political 
success. ”

And again: “You are going to have troubles in Ireland. 
Ejectment should not follow non-obedience to the landlord’s 
will, and this will be proved at the forthcoming battle for place. 
Prominent among the battle cries will be the revision of the 
land tenure. ” W. H.

Cheap Edition of “A New Basis of Belief.”—We 
have more than once had the pleasure of referring to Mr. John 
S. Farmer’s work, “A New Basis of Belief,” in terms of the 
highest praise, and we were therefore not at all surprised at the 
commendation which it received at the recent Church Congress 
at the hands of the Rev. Canon Wilberforce. Such an exp es 
sion in its favour, it is not unnaturally thought, will have h d 
the effect of removing some of the prejudice which has existed 
against Spiritualist literature in the minds of many of the 
clergy and other friends of the Established Church; and the 
opportunity has been wisely seized of reproducing Mr. Farmer’s 
excellent work in a cheap form calculated to secure for it a very 
wide circulation. Towards this object some liberal donations 
have already been promised, and, trusting to the help of other 
friends, Mr. Farmer has decided to go to press at once with an 
edition of 20,000 copies, which—for purposes of free distribution 
—-will be supplied at £12 10s. per 1,000, or 25s. per 100. It 
■will then be the cheapest book ever published in <x>nnection 
■with the movement, We hope to see the whole edition rapidly 
disposed of,
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OFFICE OF "LIGHT,”
4, NEW BRIDGE STREET, 

LUDGATE CIRCUS, E.C.

TO CONTRIBUTORS.
Reports of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as snocinot a form as 

possible, and authenticated by the signature of a responsible officer, are solicited 
for insertion in “ Light.” Members of private ciroles will also oblige by con­
tributing brief records of noteworthy occurrences at their sdanoes.

The Editor oannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers 
expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and enolose stamps for the return 
Postage.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
The Annual Subscription for “ Light," post free to any address within tho 

United Kingdom, or to plaoes comprised within the Postal Union, including all 
pnrts of Europe, the United States, and British North America, is 10s. lOd. per 
annum, forwarded to our offioe in advance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGE8.
Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4s. 6d. Half-column, £1. Whole 

oolumn, £2 2s. Page, £4. A reduction made for a series of insertions.
Cheques and Post Office Orders may be made payable to Edwxxd T. 

Bimrrrr, at the Chief Offioe, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps reoeived for 
amounts under 10s.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
Having' removed to new and commodious premises at No. 4, 

New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, E.C., we are now pre­
pared to undertake the publishing of books connected with 
Spiritualism and kindred subjects. We shall keep a 
selection of such books on sale, and any orders with which 
our friends may favour us shall have our best attention.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
Contributed by “M.A (Oxon.).”

The current number of the Theosophist contains an important 
manifesto, which establishes and defines the ground finally taken 
up by that body. Shortly put, it is one of complete antagonism 
to Spiritualism. The Spiritualist believes that it is possible for 
Spirits of the departed to communicate with this earth. What­
ever divergence of opinion there may be among ub in respect of 
other matters, we are agreed on this, the cardinal article of our 
faith. Our daily experience affirms its truth. The consentient 
testimony of the most experienced among us agrees that, whether 
there be, or whether there be not, other agencies at work, the 
Spirits we know of are human Spirits who have once lived on 
this earth. To this the Theosophist returns the simple answer 
that we are mistaken. No Spirits communicate with earth for 
the sufficient reason that they cannot. It is idle to argue 
further. We can but go on our way with the assured conviction 
that, whatever may be the case in the East, we find that the 
departed Spirits of mankind are both able and willing to com­
municate with us in the West. And no metaphysical theorising 
as to what cannot be disposes in any degree of what is.

My correspondence testifies to the fact that Canon Wilber­
force’s warnings as to the risks attendant on the investigation of 
phenomenal Spiritualism have frightened some people, and have 
caused them to seek for guidance from more experienced persons. 
If this be a means of preventing merely idle curiosity, and 
deterring the frivolous from finding in stances an excuse for fri­
volity, nothing but good will be done. If those who seek for evi­
dence of Spirit-agencyare warned against methodsof investigation 
that have too long prevailed, and are led to seek in a pure and 
reverent spirit as well as with a clear and level head, Spiritualism 
will be so much the gainer. It is the abuse, not the use, that is 
dangerous. The psychic emanations of a promiscuous circle, 
held under the conditions that too often obtain, are poisonous to 
the sensitive, and hurtful to all. It is seldom remembered that 
until the magnetic aura that surrounds each sitter is interblended 
with that of his neighbour no phenomena can occur. Each 
person is brought into intimate rapport with those who make up 
the circle, and is the recipient of the influences so brought to­
gether. Yet what care is exercised in promiscuous gatherings 
to secure conditions of health—physical, men tai, and spiritual ?

Usually none whatever. Men and women come to see what 
may be seen : to amuse themselves after dinner : to indulge in 
a favourite pastime : to prove the fallacy or fraud that they sus­
pect—for any and every sort of reason. Some are enthusiasts, 
and to them every creak is full of significance ; every sound the 
signal of the presence of “an angel” or a “darling friend.” 
Some are full of suspicion, or of dogmatic scepticism, and their 
strong will acts like an iron barrier to Spirit, and their suspicions 
cut into the sensitive nature of the medium, till the “iron 
enters into his soul,” honeBt though he be. The atmosphere 
is loaded with impurity, the darkened room is close and oppres­

sive to the outer sense, how much more to the inner Spiritual 
sense ! Yet into that mass of psychic foulness it is believed 
by some enthusiasts that the angels of God can descend, and it 
is expected that the pure Spirits of those they have loved, and 
who they think are in a state of peace and bliss, will return to 
play a few pranks for the amusement of this motley company ! 
And those who are sensitive to Spiritual influences go away 
wondering that they are unstrung and nervous and ill at ease. 
They have been drained of vitality, or they have imbibed a 
poison ; or, possibly, they have been subjected to the influence 
of some undeveloped Spirit that saps their life. No wonder 
they suffer. Others less sensitive are less affected, and are 
more ignorant of the cause. Some impervious to Spirit-power 
go away perhaps unharmed, but surely not satisfied, or elevated 
by what they have seen. Assuming all that has occurred to be 
due to Spirit agency, I shall not go too far if I say that com­
munion with such Spirits should not be sought, except for serious 
reasons, and under carefully guarded conditions.

It is the business of the analytical chemist to experiment on 
poisons ; the physician goes on his errand of mercy into Blums 
poisoned by fever, and reeking with impurity; but it is not 
neceBBary, nor is it desirable, that all should breathe that fever­
laden air, or that dangerous experiments should become i 
fashionable after-dinner amusement So with Spiritualism. 
Ordinary common-sense will suffice to protect us from the p» 
sible evil. Few go deeply enough into the subject to be brought 
face to face with the inseparable risk attendant on a prolonged 
excursion into that unknown country. If all will remember 
that they are dealing with forces whose potency they have no 
standard to gauge, with beings whose moral consciousness they 
must prove before placing themselves in their power, and with» 
subject profoundly fascinating, beset with difficulty and per­
plexity, yet holding out promise of illuminating the great 
problems of life, they will surely see the need for circumspec­
tion and care. It is to forgetfulness of these points that 
deplorable results are attributable.

It must not be imagined that these, however, are usual or 
general. Most of us have gained from our investigations a 
blessing and a comfort, and that, in spite of our own ignorant 
folly in many cases. There are beneficent and wise Spirits at 
work as well as others less advanced, and I, at least, entertain 
no doubt that our stepB are guided by their wisdom, when our 
own would sadly fail. It suits the opponents of Spiritualism to 
take their idea of it from such stances as that I have 
pictured. It is no more a fair type than the air of some 
foul reeking alley is of the unpoisoned atmosphere that Nature 
intends us to breathe. But unfortunately every one who chances 
to have a few shillings in his pocket can assist at such a seance, 
and go away disgusted with it, to fasten its frauds and follies on 
Spiritualism : and the experiences of the family circle, elevating 
and ennobling, are to the public a sealed book. So even those 
who should know better charge on Spiritualism the vagaries 
of some of its least prudent rotaries, and spice them with reve­
lations drawn from the records of a police-court, or with the 
pseudo-exposures of some conjurer, who earns a precarious living 
at our expense. No doubt Spiritualists have themselves largely 
to thank for this, and may be left to gain experience for 
themselves. Investigators, however, are in need of help and 
guidance. They do not know how to proceed ; and often err 
for want of simple rules. Such rules are published in various 
forniB, and I hope I may be allowed to save myself some trouble 
by referring my correspondents on this point to the Advice to 
Enquirers which is contained in my pamphlet on the Church 
Congress. ______________________ M.A. (Oxon.)

Another Miracle at Knock.—The Dublin Evening Tds- 
graph says:—“The most wonderful cure which has yet taken 
place at Knock was effected yesterday (Sunday). MissM.F. Cusack 
(tho Nun of Kenmare), who has been an invalid for the past nine 
years, reading and hearing of the miracles and cures which were 
taking place at Knock, determined on visiting and inquiring 
into the subject personally. She arrived on Saturday, and 
yesterday attended Mass at Knock, and was carried on a couch 
to the altar rails to receive Communion, but before receiving 
she stood up from the couch, knelt at the rails, and received the 
Communion, a thing which she had not done for nine 
This miracle was witnessed by the priest, nuns, and hundreds 
the laity, who were attending Mass in the chapel at the tiine. 
She is at present the guest of the Sisters of Mercy, Mount 
Michael, Clareniorris. ”
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NATURE SPIRITS AND ELEMENTALS.

Thia is an intricate subject but I will attempt briefly to 
answer the questions “ Student ” asks in “ Light.”

In “ Light,” 3rd September, I attempted to shew that when 
the Occultist says the imagination creates, he is not speaking of 
the imagination in the ordinary sense, but of the imagination 
or image-creating faculty of the Spirit.

The ordinary imagination cannot create objective forms, 
visible to ordinary vision, although a strong will can “ biologise” 
weak wills, and compel such weaker wills to see the ideas of the 
operator objectively.

When a man of imaginative nature indulges in reverie he 
creates forms in his mind which he can describe in writing, or 
exhibit in drawings and paintings, and if a man of very 
sensitive imagination dwells long on these ideas, they will so 
impress his brain that he will sometimes see these ideas as if 
they were objective facts.

'I he insane, or at least I am persuaded a large portion of 
insane beings, are only those who have indulged in favourite 
ideas until these have, by impressing their brains, assumed 
objective forms in their minds ; and other insanities are the 
result of objective visions, created in the mind by the 
“ biologising ” of evil Spirits, just as the phenomena of so-called 
electro-biology, as produced by foolish itinerant mesmerists, 
are temporary manifestations of insanity.

Those who indulge in day dreaming or reverie, if their 
thoughts take selfish or impure directions, may become more or 
leas “ biologised” and imagine themselves to possess great wealth, 
or great powers, or Spiritual wives, or to be’magicians.

But it is only the delusion of the imagination, and if not 
checked may end in monomania or an asylum.

The air, the earth, the water, the furnace fire are four forms 
of matter, and the imagination dwelling on these forms may 
create subjectively forms in harmony with these, such as fairiej 
in the air, Undines in the water, gnomes in the dark earth, and 
salamanders in the living fire. Moreover, if long dwelt on these 
subjective forms may become to the individual objective 
substantialities.

Making all allowance for innumerable frauds, yet of the 
creation of materialisations at dark stances there exists no doubt 
in the mind of the laborious observer.

These forms may sometimes represent the identities they say 
they are; at other times they represent assumed names, and at 
other times they may be the forms taken by the will, or desire, 
or belief of the Bpirit of the medium.

They are not the less solid bodies, and if so it is conceivable 
that Nature Spirits may sometimes take form, not only in the 
imagination of tho day dreamer but objectively; not only to the 
dreamer but to those in his company at the time.

As to Elementals, or Forces of Nature, I conceive these have 
no individual existence per se, although I can conceive that 
Elemental forms may be also objectively evolved by means of 
the forces of Nature controlled by the power of the Spiritual 
wm.
. The two great physical forces in Nature are attraction and 
repulsion, or positive and negative electricity, and all Spirits 
we interrogate say that they work by controlling these forces ; 
and thus the Spiritual imagination might not only subjectively 
see forms as presiding Elemental beings, but realise such objec­
tively to itself and by win realise their appearance to others.

Spirit being the ultimate one force, all subsidiary forces 
and forms are at its command, and hence, as Swedenborg says, 
“In the Spirit world we surround ourselves by the forms of 
our affections,” and as we at death carry our affections with 
us, it must be of immeasurable importance to set our affections 
aright here.

Day dreaming as a cultivation of the imagination is so far 
good, but if persisted in as an habitual indulgence, it weakens 
the wiU and is in danger of breaking that odylic sphere which 
protects us from the invasion of evil Spirits.

George Wyld, M.D.

We learn that Colonel Bundy, of the Reliaio-Philosophical 
Journal, intends to reprint “ M. A. (Oxon.’s) " valuable pamph­
let on “ Spiritualism at the Church Congress,” in a cheap 
form, with a view to its extensive circulation in America.

Every week we hear of the interest which Spiritualism is 
exciting amongst intelligent and influential people. Can 
nothing be done to unite our forces, and make our power more 
widely felt 1 He will do immense service to the Cause who can 
devise a plan by which this can be accomplished. Wc invite 
our readers to give their views on the subject.

PSYOHO-MAGNETIC TREATMENT OF DISEASE-

Perhaps the readers of “ Light ” may be interested in this 
very important subject, and in the following letter, referring 
more especially to the treatment of insanity, by Mr. J. H. 
Herbst.

In recognising the deep need of realising the course of treat­
ment proposed by Mr. Herbst, I can testify to the remarkable 
knowledge and successful power in very difficult cases with 
which Mr. Herbst is blessed as a mesmerist, and I trust, 
therefore, that some others of your readers will see the priceless 
value there is in Spiritualism in the healing of the sick, and in 
giving sight to the blind, and so in leading onward to the 
higher light of its Divine truths.

Whilst believing that our every-day actions are the real test 
and measure of our Spiritualism, I am very far from presuming 
to deem myself a Spiritualist, but I would gladly subscribe in 
proportion to income, or otherwise, with any sufficient number 
of others, who know what Spiritualism means, anl who feally 
desire its regenerating influence to prevail, by shewing to the 
world its mighty and peerless power in eradicating disease.

The establishment of an institution for the purpose, where 
healing mediums could regularly treat cases, and where super­
vision could be given by those who have their hearts in such 
work, would not only initiate a real Spiritualism amongst us, 
but do incomparably more than anything that has yet been done to 
elevate people generally to a recognition of its worth. If Mr. 
W. Tebb’s indefatigable Spiritualism, manifested as a sanatarian, 
admits now of a little further responsibility, I have no doubt 
he would rejoice to act as treasurer if a worthy fund were 
raised, and I presume the editor of “Light” would kindly 
permit subscriptions and offers of service to be acknowledged in 
that paper. A. C. Swinton.

1 [copy. ]
Often has the question been asked concerning Spiritualism— 

Cui bono 1 Permit me to suggest a practical use to which 
Spiritualism might be applied in connection with mesmerism. 
I have tried it, and found it the only means to benefit in the 
particular disease to which I now propose that it should be 
applied. For the most part we find (that is, those who have had 
to do with it, and who understand Spirit control) that lunacy 
is nothing but obsession ; certainly nine-tenths of all cases of 
lunacy are attributable to that cause, and the remaining tenth 
will cover the cases arising from malformation, idiocy, and 
organic brain disease. In short, we find all lunatics are 
sensitives, either through ruined constitutions, hereditarily, or 
through bad habits. They are not only sensitive, but extremely 
so, and thus we find them the prey of any influence that comes 
within their sphere. They will generally attract such influences 
by their habits, or have them around them at birth, drawn there 
by the habits of their parents. I propose that such cases be first 
treated biologically by suggestion ; that is, instead of leaving 
them to the control of an unintelligent Spirit or Spirits, that 
they be controlled by a mesmerist who supplies a healthy 
delusion for the morbid one that these controls produce. But 
as that would require lunatics to be constantly, or at the 
least for years, under the influence of the mesmerist (for 
should he withdraw his influence the old hoverers would press 
in again), mesmerism would be toi costly ; for each lunatic 
would require a mesmerist. I therefore would suggest that 
developing stances be held with these lunatics after they are 
sufficiently under the mesmerist’s control, so as to prevent some­
thing worse than a witches’ Sabbath. At the beginning the 
result would be that the ignorant controls would be taught the 
enormous harm they do, and, whilst they would themselves be 
improving, the lunatics would be developed into mediums. 
Then the latter would have their guides or guardians, who would 
protect them, and prevent them from being obsessed, for they 
are but mental houses without keepers, and without koys to 
the locks. By these means the former lunatic would become 
a safe, sane individual, with a constantly attending Spirit 
Mesmerist at his back. I trust that some of the rich and in­
fluential who read “ Light ” may be induced to co-operate for 
this great purpose, which, when once properly and systematically 
established, would prove an everlasting blessing to humanity and 
earthbound Spirit realms. J. H. Herbst.

Evenings with Mb. Morse.—We hear that the B.N.AS. 
have made arrangements with Mr. Morse for a series of meetings, 
to be held at 38, Great Russell-street, to enable the members 
and friends to have a little pleasant and instructive converse 
now and then with Mr. Morso’s Spirit controls. Mr. Morse’s 
gifts should certainly be better known in London than they 
have been, and no doubt many Spiritualists will be glad to 
avail themselves of the opportunity which will now be afforded 
them. The first meeting will be held on Wednesday evening 
next, November 30, at half past seven. Information as to terms 
may be had of the Secretary, 38, Great Russell-street.
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.
Second Series.

This series of Spirit-Teachings, like the former, is made up 
of selections from a great mass which have been automatically 
written during a series of years. They are selected on no other 
principle than that of printing what has been valuable to the 

person for whom they were originally given, in so far as this 
can be done without trenching on what is merely of personal 
and private application. The latter consideration excludes 
a great mass of what would otherwise be interesting and 
valuable matter. The phraseology has been preserved, as far 
as possible, intact, names only being omitted. The Beries 
follows directly on the first, from which, indeed, it is separated 
only by the accident of its publication in another journal, and 
after some considerable interval of time. The publication is 
resumed in deference to many repeated requests.

No. xm.
I remember that a great deal was said some time ago by 

“ Impefator ” on the point of genius and mediumship being the 
means by which the Spirits made themselves felt. But the “Ocean ” 
of Spirit is new to me. Do I rightly understand you ?

Yes. Stores of wisdom and knowledge are drawn by you 
from that great Ocean of Spirit which is all around you, and 
from which your spirit draws life and sustenance. This ocean 
of Spirit finds vent everywhere, in groater proportion through 
those who are most receptive, and whom you call mediums. 
The physical brain originates nothing. All is the transcript, 
often very imperfect, of what exists with us.

“ Great wit and madness near allied. ” What do you say to that ?
That it enshrines a great truth but dimly realised by you, 

one which would be well for you to know more of. The indis­
tinct line that divides what you call genius from what you 
deem madness is one that man can only realise with difficulty. 
Frequently those whom you call mad are but the instruments 
of undeveloped Spirits who try in vain to control the physical 
body, and cause ravings and incoherent utterances to issue 
from the medium. Moreover, what man calls insanity is 
frequently nothing but a disarrangement of the delicate 
instrument under unwise Spirit guidance. You have seen this 
yourself in the case of your friend X. The subject is too 
vast to be treated by us, or now. Dr. Benjamin Bush, who 
has exhaustively studied the question, is now elucidating it for 
you through the mediumship of Cora Tappan, and though the 
idiosyncrasies of the medium do interfere much, still valuable 
truth is evolved which you may well study. Hereafter some 
of our friends will enlighten you on these and kindred matters. 
Leave it for the present.

You speak of the idiosyncrasy of mediumship. Does that 
modify the sentiments you wish to express through the medium to 
any appreciable extent f

We borrow from your mind as little as may be, the mere 
shell in which wo clothe our thoughts. They come with as little 
admixture of earth as may be. This is so in an eminent degree 
in such communications as this. It is so, too, in our circle 
when harmonious : when no Btrange influence is present, and 
when you are not harassed or tired. Indeed, we frequently 
prefer to originate thoughts there, and elucidate them here. 
You can see for yourself the extent to which your spirit is 
used by occupying your mind with other matters. It only 
renders the control more delicate and difficult, but does not 
hurt it at all. It is a very rare quality of mediumship, and 
when it is had the most perfect results can be obtained. 
We know of no other through whom we could get such results.

Is it then so rare ? •
The higher development of mediumship such as this which 

allows of the uninterrupted passage of Spirit influence is 
tho highest and rarest of the Spirit gifts. It must be used 
with care and forethought, lest it be abused. The lower forms 
of material mediumship are to it only as the rude bar of iron 
to the delicately poised needle, responsive to the lightest 
influence ; as the balance that weighs to the thousandth part of 
a grain compared with the machine that estimates by tons and 
takes no count of pounds. It can only lie had in rare combina­
tions of mental, physical, and spiritual gifts, and we warn you 
the rather against abusing or misusing it that many have made 
shipwreck of good through vanity, and pride, and folly. Beware !

One has little to glory in if the best are only vehicles.
Oh, yes ! For there are distinctions and degrees, and the 

good instrument may look with scorn on the bad. Moreover, 
man does not estimate himself on principles of right. He 
glories most, frequently enough, who has least in which to 
boast himself. Nor does it detract from man’s desert that he,

in common with all, is but the vessel into which the Supreme 
pours His revealed truth. Rather does it enhance his glory. We 
have said nothing of Birth of Spirit. We defer it until another 
season.

You speak of mediumship being entirely unconnected with 
physical peculiarities. Do they not modify it in any way f

Undoubtedly : in just the same way as the condition of the 
body acts upon the Spirit in all ways. Your Spiritual state is 
greatly affected by bodily ailments. Depression of spirit will 
result from bodily sickness, and mental processes are paralysed 
by physical ailments. To this extent and no farther are con­
ditions of mediumship affected by bodily conditions. The force 
which we use iB one well called Psychic, for it is 8oul force, and 
of the Spirit, not of the Flesh.

Are objective manifestations owing in any degree to the independ­
ent action (unconsciously) of the Spirit of the medium ! Serjeant 
Cox thinks that the shiverings which accompany or precede mani­
festations are caused by the Spirit leaving the body.

That is not so. The Spirit of the medium is not in any way 
concerned in manifesting. Far otherwise : seeing that it ii 
a necessary pre-requisite to our operations that the Spirit of the 
medium should be in a condition of passivity. The shuddering! 
are not caused by the Spirit leaving the body, but by the eflbrte 
of the operating Spirit to obtain or maintain control. The 
action of the controlling Spirit is exactly analogous to what is 
known among you as mesmeric control. The Spirit, whether in 
or out of the body, operates on another Spirit in the same way. 
The controlling Spirit affects the controlled by mesmeric power, 
and the shiverings are caused by the passage of the influence 
from the controlling to the controlled. When you know more 
of the action of all the forces which are operating round and in 
you, you will see that they are far simpler than you fancy: and 
that which we describe as will-power is the root of everything. 
By it we control your organism. By it we overcome the resist­
ance which seems to you a property of matter. By it we 
can dispense with all the so-called properties of matter. By it we 
substitute another condition of attraction and repulsion for 
that which is known to you ; for we move objects, not by lifting 
as you do, but by holding them in suspension by attraction. 
You can scarcely yet realise that magnetism is the great force 
which governs all things. This is the great agent of which 
you know little.

Magnetism. How does that govern all f
You ask what would take long to answer ; nor would you 

understand. Matter is made up of atoms which range them­
selves in obedience to an inherent law of vitality. Like poles 
repel and unlike poles attract, and so homogeneous growth ii 
obtained. Every condition of health is secured when the 
atoms of which the body is composed are ranged in due order. 
Conditions of disease are set up when their orderly arrange­
ment is disturbed either locally or throughout the system. 
Magnetic treatment, which is the true healing, acts by restoring 
the normal condition and allowing the healthy stace to he 
restored.

Tn these mesmeric parses is a force conveyed from the operator 
to the patient or not f

Assuredly. A stream of vital force is conveyed, as you 
may prcve by the fact that a rapport is established between the 
two, so that the operator will frequently carry away the ailment 
which he cures, only in a milder form. And he will surely 
convey to the patient any pain under which he chances to be 
suffering. Hence care should be taken that only healthy 
operators should be allowed. But besides this the remedial 
process consists in the direction of the patient’s mind to the 
seat of ailment, whereby his nerve force is directed to the 
place and deficient supply is remedied. But the subject is not yet 
ripe. Wait awhile. Only be sure that the expression of all 
force iB ultimately contained in will-power and magnetism, 
magnetism being in itself only one of the modes of action of 
volition or will-power as known partially to you.

Atoms, you say, are all magnets having polarity. Then do 
they range themselves in obedience to the law of magnetism, lilt 
selecting like, and repelling the unlike 1 That would explain much.

That is so. And that explains the reason why every growth 
is homogeneous, why the tree selects unerringly the homogeneous 
atoms which build it up, why no heterogeneous atoms ever 
intrude into any growth. It is impossible because of the in­
variable law of atomic magnetism. The subject is vast, and we 
have not begun it. What is written is but desultory illustration. 
You will hear more of it as time goes on. We do but prepare 
you for what you will be instructed in. Our friend Benjamin,
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who principally inspires this communication, has stores of know­
ledge on the subject.

One word. It the law of Spiritual assimilation the tame ?
Yes : the same.
Then we can only take in from the great Ocean of Spirit round 

us what we attract; and so people can’t take in what is uncongenial. 
It would be to them heterogeneous.

You grasp it well. It is true, and we will work it out. 
We have omitted to say that this information is also in great 
measure jrompted by P., whom you know. He first discovered 
the true property df atoms, their inherent magnetic force, and 
communicated the idea to others who have developed it.

You say that this magnetic arrangement of atoms is at the 
bottom of all life!

Yes; of all life. Everything has a duplicate existence, 
physical, or natural, and Spiritual. Everything is framed by the 
orderly arrangement of magnetic atoms; and knowledge is 
similarly oonveyed by what corresponds to atomic assimilation, 
namely, by the mind assimilating Spiritual sustenance from the 
surrounding ocean of Spirit, taking that only which is neces­
sary for its sustenance. From this you will see why many minds 
are unable to grasp and assimilate particular ideas, why they 
create repulsion in them, why they reject them as the stomach 
rejects unsuitable food, why it is as wrong to force new truth on 
such as to force on a weak stomach food which it is unable to 
digest This may give you food for reflection. You may ponder, 
too, the light shed by this truth on the doctrine of the origin 
and development of all things. We have very much yet to say 
on points which will be explained by degrees. Do not seek for 
more now. We have said all that is wise.

+ Impebatob.

the phenomenon of materialisation.
No less than four separate communications devoted to the 

phenomenon of materialisation, are given in the Banner of Light 
for November 5th. We quote from one of them. Mr. John 
BL Brewster writes from Laconia, N.H., the medium being 
described as Mrs. Fay, of Boston. The cabinet is described as 
a small ante-room upon the third floor, leading out of a large 
chamber. The entire contents of the little room were removed, 
except one chair, prior to the sdance. A thin blue shawl thrown 
over a clothes horse, which was arranged as a sort of front to the 
“ cabinet,” completed the arrangements, which were made inde­
pendent of any assistance from the medium, of whom the 
writer remarks :—

■“ Mrs. Fay being a stranger to Dr. Hunt and myself, and 
we both not a little suspicious that everything might not be 
genuine, we watched her movements closely. We found her, 
however, a pleasant lady, of medium size, and perhaps thirty 
years of age. She laid aside bonnet and Bhawl, and said she 
feared we might all be disappointed, but would do what she 
could. We all proceeded, like a family party, talking freely, 
up two flights of stairs to the chamber above described. The 
company were as follows : Colonel Moses Hunt and wife, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fay, Dr. Israel T. Hunt, Mrs. John T. Hunt, 
Mary, the house-girl, and myself. The gas-burner, opposite 
the cabinet was lighted, but not to its full extent.”

The stance commenced, and “ Mrs. Fay entered the cabinet 
and almost immediately a female figure, in white, was observed 
just inside. I confess to being somewhat startled. I now 
noticed, for the first time, that file curtain we so hastily put 
up fell to the floor obliquely, leaving an opening at the bottom 
of some eight or ten inches. It was through this opening 
that the form was seen.”

Altogether nine i 
appeared, concerning one of 
following statements:—

Altogether nine distinct forms are reported as having 
‘ ; one of which the narrator makes thewhich the narrator makes

“ There was one who appeared of great interest to me. It 
was Deborah, the wife of my youth. She remained inside " 
cabinet The curtain was pushed partially aside, and I noticed 
a hand beckoning me to come up. I lifted up the curtain so 
that all could see, and at first could not recognise who it was. 
With one hand she gave a sweep to the skirt of her dress, which 
was heavily flounced, and then seemed to direct my attention to 
a very wide belt worn around the waist. I said, ‘ This is 
Deborah.' She nodded assent, gave me a kiss, and warmly took 
my hand. I oonf ess to being greatly astonished. Her dress, form, 
hair, and manner were all Deborah’s, but the face did not have 
a natural look. Some of the features I thought I could 
■ee, but they changed as I looked Upon her to a death­
like appearance. The dress, however, I remember quite well. 
It was made up in the style of forty years ag0 with a deep 
Bounce at the bottom trimmed with edging by herself.
The belt was some four inches wide. This drega had a very 
familiar look, and brought up all the associati^-/8 nf my early 
married life. I kept my eyes upon her until 5s r^ded out oi 
sight.”

the

Concerning the last “ form ” that appeared, the evidence of 
its bond fide character is seemingly well marked, as the following 
extract will shew :—

“ Before separating, the medium indicated a desire to present 
her spirit-guide. In a few seconds the curtain was brushed 
aside, and Mrs. Fay stood just inside the cabinet, and her 
guide by her side dressed in white. The guide was a lady of 
mild and beautiful countenance, a little taller than Mrs. Fay, 
very handsome in person, with something resembling a crown 
upon her head; Bhe whispered, ‘ good-night,’ to us and faded 
from our sight. Mrs. Fay resumed her chair ; asking for her 
husband, he came and assisted her to a chair in the larger 
chamber. Dr. Hunt, myself and others were present all the 
time. We returned to the hall on the first floor together. Mrs. 
Fay seemed somewhat exhausted, but was gratified that the 
occasion had been so satisfactory to us alL ”

SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON AND THE PROVINCES.

GO8WELL HALL.
Second Anniversary Soiree.

The committee of management at this hall celebrated the 
completion of the second year of the Sunday services on 
Thursday evening, the 17th inst., by a soiree and ball. There 
was a crowded attendance, and the proceedings throughout were 
marked by much spirit and enthusiasm. Among the more 
prominently known friends present we noticed Mrs. Everitt, 
Miss Alice Everitt, Mr. Frank Everitt, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. J. Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Freeman, MisB Bessie Freeman, Mr. J. Swindin, Mr. W. 
Towns, Mr. J. King, Mr. Greenwell, Mrs. McKellor, Mr., 
Mrs., and Miss Glendinning, Mrs. and the Misses Sparey, 
Mr., Mrs., and Miss Morse, Mr. and Mrs. Barber, Miss 
Houghton, Miss Hassall, Mr., Mrs., and Miss Allan, Mr. F. 
Guy, Mrs. Pearsall Clarke, and many otheis. Shortly 
after the time announced for the commencement, Mr. J. 
J. Morse took the chair, and in a few words called the meeting 
to order, after which the programme was immediately com­
menced. In the course of the evening, the chairman made a 
brief and pithy little speech, in which he informed the meeting 
that the success attending the committee’s work during the past 
quarter had been unprecedented, resulting in their being clear 
of all debt, and having a balance of £4 11s. in hand. He 
was also pleased to add that the present soirde was the best, and 
most numerously attended, of any held in connection with 
the services at this hall, and he paid special praise to Messrs. 
Swindin, Towns, Greenwell, and King for the energy and 
determination with which they had worked to produce and 
maintain the success which has crowned their efforts in pro­
moting the Goswell Hall Sunday Services, praise which the 
assembly heartily endorsed. Mr. Morse’s remarks were most 
cordially received, and the vote of thanks, given at the close 
of the programme, to the artistes of the evening was responded 
to with acclamation. The ball was opened at 10 o’clock, and 
was sustained with an evident appreciation which must have 
been gratifying to the promotors of what was, in every 
sense, a successful and pleasurable evening to all con­
cerned. The following is the programme of the concert :— 
Song, “Cherry Ripe,” Horn, Miss Sparey; song, “The Warrior,’’ 
Mr. Cowderoy ; recitation, “Woman of Mind,” Mr. Edwards; 
song, “The Distant Shore," Sullivan, Mr. Louis Freeman; 
song, “ The Powder Monkey,” Mr. Frederic Guy; song, 
“ Twenty One,” Molloy, Miss Florence Hassall ; recitation, 
“The Artist’s Dream,” Miss Allan; song, “The birds are 
telling one another,” Smart, Mrs. Pearsall Clarke ; song, “The 
Scout," Campana, Mr. Frank Everitt; song, “ When the 
heart is young,” Buck, Miss Bessie Freeman ; duet, “ Come 
where my love lies dreaming,” Miss Alice Everitt and Mr. 
Frank Everitt ; pianoforte solo, “ Heather Bell,” Miss Me 
Kellor; song, “For ever and for ever,” Miss Alice Everitt ; 
recitation, “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” Miss Allan; 
song, “Sailing,” Marks, Mr. H. Presley; song, “The Kerry 
Dance,” Miss A Sparey; song, “The Old Brigade,” Mr. 
Frederic Guy; recitation, “Reason and Fact,” Mr. Fildes; 
song, “Il Mio Ceechin,” Bodia, Mrs. Pearsall Clarke; song, 
“Punchinello,” Molloy, Miss Florence Hassall; song, “The 
Blind Girl to her Harp,” Miss Sparey ; trio, “ Maiden fair 
a word I pray,” Bishop, Miss B. Freeman and Messrs. Freeman 
and Pressley. M.C., Mr. Frank Everitt.

On Sunday evening last the hall was comfortably filled by 
an intelligent audience to hear a discourse through Mr. J. J. 
Morse, on “ Humanity’s Failures,” which, it is needless to say, 
was a complete success, and elicited the unanimous approval of 
the audience. The human family in almost every position in life, 
socially, morally, spiritually, and intellectually, was reviewed 
at considerable length. The utter failure was demonstrated of 
those individuals (who, it is sad to confess, form a mighty class) 
whose high social position so acts upon their natures that they 
consider all who do not move in their sphere, or who have to live 
by the sweat of their brow, as beings of another order of 
humanity, and that their lot of labour is just what God in­
tended, and against which it is very wrong of them to rebel. The 
moral failures, or rather the failures from inability to compre­
hend and inculcate true morality, in place of the sham article 

J

Digitized by Google



380 LIGHT. [November 26,188!.

that is so current in the present age, received a most rigid 
scrutiny ; and the many failures that were plainly demonstrated 
received unqualified condemnation. The cause of these 
failures was described as ignorance, against which war is 
being perpetually waged. How far it has been successful 
may be judged by a comparison between the world now 
and what it was in the time of our earliest recollection, or as far 
back as reliable history will take us. The conversion of the 
failures of humanity into successes rests with each individual. 
Only let every man and woman determine to leave the world 
better than they found it by strict conformity to Nature’s laws. 
Then, but not till then, will the long looked for and talked of 
Millennium begin to dawn. With such a discourse the Goswell 
Hall committee have commenced their third year most success­
fully. I trust their most sanguine hopes for the future will be 
fully realised.—Veritas.

LADBROKE HALL.
On Sunday last, 20th inst., Mr. Walter Howell delivered his 

third address here, and a large audience was in attendance. 
The address was well received, and appeared to give the 
greatest satisfaction. On Sunday next, Mr. Howell speaks 
here for the last time during his present visit to London.

The committee have the pleasure of announcing that they 
have secured the services of Miss Reeves, who will occupy the 
platform upon the first three Sunday evenings in December, 
and it is earnestly hoped that the friends in the western 
districts will give the committee here all the support possible, 
so that meetings can be continued with success.

W. Darling, Hon. Sec.

KEIGHLEY.
On Sunday, the 13th, and Monday, the 14th inst., those of 

the inhabitants of Keighley and the surrounding neighbourhood 
who cared to avail themselves of the advantage, had the great 
privilege of hearing three addresses given by Mrs. Emma 
Hardinge-Britten. The meetings were held in the Mechanics’ 
Institute, and were numerously attended. Mr. Councillor 
Blezard, of Burnley, presided over the Sunday gatherings ; and 
in the course of his remarks frankly stated that he had not 
travelled 30 miles merely to be their chairman, but in order to have 
another opportunity of listening to the impressive words of the 
lady lecturer, whom he had had the gratification of hearing 
at Blackburn, a few weeks previously. Friends from Bradford, 
Halifax, Leeds, Skipton, and the villages for several miles 
round Keighley, were present, and the Spiritualists of Keighley 
are to be congratulated upon their enterprise in providing 
such an intellectual treat. The subject of the Sunday after­
noon’s address was “ The Gods of Men and the God of the 
Spirits. ” The oration in the evening was founded upon six 
subjects, selected out of twelve chosen by the audience. The 
Monday evening’s oration was a disquisition on “ The Cause and 
Cure of Crime and Want,” Mr. Gray, of Bingley, being the chair­
man. The writer of this report here feels a pressing need 
for some of that inspiration which is said to be the creative 
force underlying Mrs. Hardinge-Britten’s marvellous powers of 
oration, in order to do anything like justice to a description 
of her discourses. It was indeed wonderful to witness the 
broad, intellectual, and incisive grasp of her subjcc's, which 
was not more apparent in the announced questions than in 
those selected for treatment by the evening meeting ; and it 
is utterly impossible to convey to anyone a sufficient idea in 
words, of the splendid oratorical ability, and impressive gesture, 
with which the lady held her audience as if spell-bound from 
the first word to the last. The delivery of a poem, entitled 
“ Over there,” at the close of Sunday evening’s oration, was a 
remarkable and never-to-be forgotten display of elocution, and 
was listened to with breathless interest. At the close thereof, 
Mr. Blezard asked the audience to testify their appreciation 
of the treat by standing up, when, as if moved by one common 
irresistible impulse, the whole audience rose en masse.—D.P.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
Newcastle.—Sunday last was marked by an interesting 

departure from the ordinary course at Weir’s Court, the plat­
form of the N.S.E.S. being filled both morning and evening by 
a stranger to the town, Mr. Armitage, of Batley-Carr, a well- 
known trance-speaker, belonging to the Yorkshire district. In 
the forenoon he lectured before a moderately good audience, 
and in the evening to a large congregation, upon the most 
interesting subject of “ This Life and the Life to Come,’’ which 
was chosen by the vote of the audience. The discourses were 
received with appreciation ; the handling of the subject, and the 
mode of expression reminding one very strongly of an energetic 
Methodistic discourse, with this difference, that the lecturer 
presented before us a philosophy more beautiful and sympathetic 
than the austere doctrines of most of the popular creeds. It is 
to behoped that this gentleman will be heard in the North again 
as an interchange of talent would be of great benefit. Mr. 
Jno. Mould occupied the chair.

Seance with Miss Wood.—At Weir’s Court, on Sunday after­
noon last, we had the pleasure of attending a remarkably good 
stance. After the medium, Miss Wood, had been firmly screwed 
into the gauze cabinet by Mr. Armitage, of Yorkshire,and we had 
sung and conversed together, and chatted with “ Pocha,” Miss 

Wood’s control, for about an hour, we were favoured with the 
appearance of a very tall form which was succeeded by six 
other forms varying considerably in height, and severally 
weighing from 111b. up to about 54lb., while the average weight 
of the medium is about 1001b. At the conclusion of the stance 
Mr. Armitage, after examining the screws, testified that they 
were exactly as he left them at the commencement, and 
remarked that, “if he had come from Yorkshire for nothin, 
more, he considered himself amply rewarded by what he had 
witnessed that afternoon. ” The sdance was attended by several 
friends from Shields, Hetton, Easington, Leeds, and London, 
all of whom expressed themselves highly satisfied, except one 
or two who were strangers to the movement, and who 
evidently, from their remarks, attended simply to gratify an 
idle curiosity. It is to be regretted that our committee do 
not exercise more discretion in carrying out the rules of the 
stances, which they themselves have framed, and see that these 
Sunday sittings, which are set apart for Spiritualists only, are 
not trespassed upon, and made unpleasant, by those who are 
entirely unacquainted with the subject

Gateshead.—On Sunday evening last our meeting-place, 
the Temperance Hall, presented an interesting appearance, a 
large audience having assembled to hear an address from the 
guides of Mr. W. Westgarth, who spoke upon Theology, 
Religion, and Spiritualism as aids to progress. Mr. H. 
Burton occupied the chair. The lecturer endeavoured to shev 
wherein some of the present theologies were in their nature 
antagonistic to true religion, and therefore detrimental to nan- 
kind instead of beneficial. Religion, he contended, was a 
different thing to theology, and, instead of teaching unmeaning 
dogmas, taught the sublime idea of a pure life and good deeds 
Finally, he shewed how Spiritualism filled the breach, and 
answered the longing appeal of the human bouL The discoune 
was listened to with great attention, and evidently produced a 
thoughtful impression upon the minds of the audience. We 
hope the Gateshead platform may be kept going as it has begun. 
If so, its success is sure. The librarian is making a worthy 
effort in the direction of his office, while he is shewing a fair 
and impartial spirit towards the periodicals of the movement, 
“Light,” The Medium, Herald, and Spiritualist being on sale 
at the bookstall. On Sunday next, November 7th, we expect 
to have the pleasure of listening to the guides of Mr. W. H. 
Lambelle, late editor of the Herald of Progress. His subject 
will be “ The Religion of the Future,” and we hope to have a 
large attendance.

Ashington.—The society here is struggling most successfully, 
and doing good work in the cause. The district is full of 
Spiritualists, and if they would all combine they would be con­
siderably stronger than any of the religious sects. Mr. Wake, 
a trance-speaker, often occupies the pktform, and of late we 
notice that another gentleman, Mr. Beck, who speaks re­
markably well, has located himself in the district, and is 
lecturing for the societies. Mr. T. M. Brown has been gain­
ing laurels here during the past week, his labours having been 
much appreciated.

Chopington.—Spiritualism, which for some time has been 
very quiet in this locality through the emigration to Amelia 
of several families of Spiritualists, shews, at the present time, a 
sign of once more lifting its head above water. Meetings are 
being held, and such valuable workers as Messrs. William 
Westgarth and T. M. Brown are doing commendable work

Bedlington.—In this district, which is comparatively an 
unbroken one in regard to our movement, Mr. T. M. Brown hi 
been doing excellent work. He has sat with several families 
for test purposes, and so remarkable are the evidences he has 
given at his meetings, that a spirit of inquiry has laid hold of 
the people, and promises to be the means of further extending 
our work in Northumberland.

North Seaton.—We had thought that the Spiritual life of 
this locality had perished. Mr. H. Burton and Mr. W. C. 
Robson, some twelve months ago, endeavoured to stir up a 
spirit of action, and to an extent succeeded; but from ths 
subsequent lukewarmness of the friends the interest flagged. 
But now we find that some steps are being taken to revive the 
movement in the place, Mr. W. Westgarth having been lately 
lecturing here, the audiences being fairly good, and much 
interest excited by his addresses.

Felling.—On Sunday evening last Mr. F. G. Grey, of New­
castle, addressed the Spiritualists and friends at the Spiritual 
Temple of this place, upon “ Two Ways : The Way of Life am 
the Way of Death. ” The remarks were highly appreciated, and 
the meeting was exceedingly well attended.—Northumbbll

Mb. J. J. Morse’s Appointments.—Cardot, Sunday, 
November 27 ; Glasgow, Sunday, December 4 i I 
Sunday, December 11; Keighley, Sunday, December 18. [Aow-J 

Mrs. Hardinge-Britten’s Work.—By the desire oftt® 
friends of Spiritualism in the North of England, Mrs. Amma 
Hardinge-Britten announces that she is engaged to sp**  . 
follows:—November 27 and Decembet 4, Nottognam, 
11 Oldham ; 18 and 19, Halifax ; 24, 25, and 26, Batley urr. 
—Mrs. Britten can still form some week evening engagem®"| 
but her Sundays up to the third Sunday in January next are 
promised. —[Aavt. ]
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WHO ABE THESE SPIRITUALISTS ?

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful 
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of 

some of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :—
Archbishop Whately; the late Lord Brougham; the Earl of 

Dunraven; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President 
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain; the late William 
Howitt; the late George Thompson ; Gerald Massey; T. Adolphus 
Trollope ; 8. C. Hall, F.S.A.

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A.; the late W. Lloyd 
Garrison ; the late Hon. R. DaleOwen, sometime Minister of U.S.A, 
at the Court of Naples; the Hon. J. L. O'Sullivan, sometime 
Minister of the U S.A. at the Court of Lisbon ; the late Hon. J. W. 
Edmunds, sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
York ; the late Professor Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A.; the 
late Dr. Robert Hare, Professor of Chemistry at the Medical 
University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A. ; Bishop Clarke (Episcopalian), 
of Rhode Island, U.S.A.; Darius Lyman, of the Treasury Depart­
ment, Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science, 
Fellow, Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal 
Society; Cromwell Varley, F.R.S., C.E.; A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., the 
eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Soience ; W. F. 
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin ; 
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University pf 
Cambridge ; the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, F.R.S., President of 
the Royal Astronomical Society ; Dr.Lockhart Robertson, F.R.S., long 
one of the editors of the Journal of Science ; the late Dr. J. Elliotson, 
F.R.S., sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirorgioal 
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the 
Mathematical Society of London; the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E., 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late 
Dr. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.8.E. ; Professor, 
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the oelebrated traveller.

The late Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; President 
Thiers; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ; 
the late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial 
Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg ; the late Baron L. de 
Guldenstabbe ; Count A. de Gasparin ; the Baron and Baroness von 
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. Leon Favre, Consul-General of 
Franoe; Victor Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist, 
aathor of “ Scientific Treatises,” “ Transcendental Physics,” Sus., 
whose recent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide 
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of PhyBics in the University 
of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general 
subject of Psychology; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of 
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor 
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the 
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation 
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fiohte, Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ; 
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St Peters­
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Scienoe in the 
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy, 
Wurzburg; Dr. Robert Fries£, of Breslau; Mons. Camille Flam- 
marion, the well-known astronomer; and many other member/ of 
learned societies in this and other countries, and a vast number of 
pertone eminent in literature, science, and art, and in the ranks of 
social life, whose names me are not at liberty to mention.

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REVIEW
Ainu at supplying oompeudiou.3 information concerning Psychical phenomena 

and endeavonrs—
<1) To sot forth the phenomena in such an accurately reoorded form as may 

commend the snbjeot to the attention of the general publio :
(3) To add its quota to the sifting and tabulation of the vast aocnmulation of 

foots already to hand :
<3) To determine and name the subtle forces at work n the production of the 

phenomena in question:
<4) To discuss the laws which govern, and the philosophy to which the facts load 

np, with that clearness and efficiency as may at once satisfy thoughtful 
readers and stimulate investigation.

A New Volume commenced on July 1st, 1881.
Srxrracx Moxtklt, or 7s. per annum in advanoe, post-free. 

London:—4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate-oiroua, K.C.

THIRD AND CHEAPER EDITION I
Just Published, 592 pp., demy Boo. Price 8s. Free by Poet, 7s.HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA:

HIS EXPERIENCES IN EARTH LIFE AND SPIRIT LIFE.
Communicated through the Mediumship of 

Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.
LONDON.—E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane; J. Burns, 15, Southampton-row*  

W.C. : J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature Agency, 4, New Bridge-street. Lud­
gate Circus, London, E.C ; T. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C.; Hay Nisbet 
and Co., 38, Btockwell-street, Glasgow; J. Bowman, 65, Jamaica-street, Glas­
gow ; D. Duguid, 535, Eglinton-street, Glasgow; and all Booksellers.

THE MANSION,
RICHMOND HILL, NEAR LONDON.

E fint-olaM Residence for Families, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Terms by the Week.

A.ddnesa—EDWARD T. BENNETT, Manager.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY
AND SOU

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 
BOSTON, U.S.A

J. J. MORSE,
4, New Bridge Street, Ludgate Oircus, London, BLO.

Established 1878.

rpHE above Agency enppliee all the worlu published by Colby and 
A Rich upon Spiritualism, Phrenology, Health, and all Reformatory subject., 

including a large selection of choioe Fiction and Poetry. The following are a 
few ot the many authors whose works are sold, vis., Dr. J. M. Pbbblss, Dr. E. 
Obowul, William Dnrrox, Hudsok Tuttlz, P. B. Randolph, Asdksw 
Jacksom Davis, Hzxbt 0. Wbioht, Maua M. Kura, A. B. Child, Ersa 
Ribobbt, Mrs. 0. Swbzt, Lizzib Dotbb, Kbbbst Gsavm, Ool. Ihobuoll, Ac. 
Full and complete List ot Books, with Author’s Names and Prioes, post tree, 
A It Books sold as near as possible to Enfluk equivalents for A mn icasi prices.

Enlarged from Bight to Twelve Pagee-
THE BANNER OF LIGHT:

The oldest, best, most popular, and the widest circulated Spiritual newspaper in 
the world. Post free, fifteen shillings per year.

ALL BOOKS SBMT TOST VBKB.
Address all oommnnioations to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature Agency, 

4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C. P.O.O. on Lohdos, E.C.

NEW WORKS JUST ISSUED.

SPIRITUAL STRAY LEAVES,
BABOO PEARY’CHAND MITTRA,

Treats upon topics of great interest to Students of Eastern Spiritualism, and 
oognate questions of an occult character, which are discussed with dearness, 
judgment, and ability. Contains also a Novelette, entitled, “Avedi; or the 

Soiritualist a Spiritual tale.
Paper Covers, price Is.; post free, is. IM.

OUR IMMORTAL HOMES. Dr. J. M. Peebles’ latest and best 
work. Large 8vo., doth, gilt sides and back. Latest edition. Reduced 

prioe, post free, 6s. fid. _____________________

SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF SPIRITUALISM. Epes Sargent’s last 
work; one of the best books for inquirers, and the distinguished author's 

best and final production. Cloth. Pp. 372. Post free, 7s.

NEW WORK. JU8T RECEIVED.

Religion as revealed in the material and 
SPIRITUAL UNIVERSES. Dr. Edwin D. Babhitt (Author of Principle, 

of Light »nd Color, Health Manual, Ao.) Cloth, lino. Pp. 364. Illustrated. 
Port free, 6s, 6d.

WM/' HO MADE THE DEVIL ? A Trance Address, by the popular 
TV medium, J. C. Wbioht, of Liverpool. 16 pp. Paper wrapper, 2d.: 

poet free, 2|d.

THIRD EDITION.
Beautifully printed by Blacklocka, 88 p. in handeome wrapper, Prioe 3d,

THE LEEK BIJOU REPRINT OF

“ WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED ?”
A DISCOURSE BY

COLONEL ROBERT G. INGERSOLL,
Minister in America of the Gospel <f Freethought.

Nora.—Thia New Edition oontains the Author*!  own Preface (from the 
Amerioan Edition); it is the only full Report issued in this Country, and a 
share of the profit! from it will be paid to the Author—whole approval of Its 
Reprint in this form has been obtained.

Sample Copy poet free 3Jd.

AU the above supplied by J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature 
Agency, 4, New Bridge-street, Ludgate Circus, London,E C. P.O.O. 
on London, E.C.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
THE Proprietor of the Progressive Literature Agency, Mr. J. J. 

Moksb, has now REMOVED his business to 4, NEW BRIDGE STREET. 
LUDGATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.-the offices of “Light"-and he is in 

daily attendance there as representative of that journal. A Central Depot for 
the sale of Amerioan and other foreign literature is thus provided, which has 
long been a necessity alike of the cause and the increasing business done by 
Mr. Morse, who has for some years now been the onlv dealer in American 
Spiritual literature. The P.L.A.. is the sole agency for Europe of Messrs. Colby 
and Rich, the Banner of Light publishing house, Boston : The Religio-Philo- 
sophical Publishing Co., Chicago ; The Two Worlds Publishing House, New 
York, all of the United States ; The Harbinger of Light, and Australian House 
of W.H. Terry, Melbourne ; and copies of the above papers can be obtained, and 
subscriptions to them paid at the above address, where also a choioe collection 
of various authors npon Spiritualism and kindred topics can be inspected.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examiner ia the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of 
England. It contains articles on Political, Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of 
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children; 
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Prior Onb Penny. Quarterly Subscription by Post, Is. 7jd.

BOARDING HOUSE FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W O.

MRS. MALTBY
Hm taken ths house

No. 22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, 
And opened it m a Boarding Mouse for Spiritualists, feeling that them 
I, need ot such an Establishment where friend, can meet, and where they can. 

disease the snbjeot of Spiritualism freely and openly.
Mrs. Maltby will do her utmost to make a comfortable and harmonious home.

22, GORDON STREET, GORDON SQUARE, W.C.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(Ebtablibhbd 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.

{Comer of WOBURN STREET.)

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists 
of every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the 
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirers 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Reference and Lending Libraries contain a large collection of the best 
works on Spiritualism and occult subjects. Spiritualist and other newspapers 
And periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied for the Beading 
Boom, to which Members have access daily.

The Secretary, or his representative, is in attendance to receive visitors, and 
answer enquiries; on Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; on other days from 
2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are oordially invited to visit 
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Reading 
Room and Library. Information is cheerfully afforded to enquirers on all 
questions affecting Spiritualism.

Members*  Free Scanoes are held on Thursday evenings, at 8 o’clock prompt, 
subject to certain regulations, whioh can be ascertained on application.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter montha Admission 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each 
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application during the winter season.

Soirees, at which all friends are welcome, are held at iutervals during the 
season. An admission fee is charged, including refreshments.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP. £ s d.
Per annum. 

Country members, with privilege of voting at all General Meetings ... 0 5 0 
Town members, do. do. ... 0 10 6
Members, with use of Reading Room and Reference Library, and the

right of taking out one volume from the Lending Library.................. 1 1 0
Family tickets, with all privileges .........................   2 2 0

Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan 
postal district.

Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All communications and enquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre­

tary, Ma. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.O., and Post Offloe Orders 
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be 
crossed “ London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch.”

Prospectuses of the Association and forms of application for Membership, 
oan also be procured from the several allied Societies.

Council.
Adshead, W. P., Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., H&wthomden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., Tho Mansion, Richmond Hill near London.
Bowman J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.8., Junior Athenreum Club, Piccadilly.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E. 
*Dunn, James (of the South Durham District Association), 68, Simpson-street, 

New Shildon.
Edmands, T. H., The Chestnuts, Sunbury, Middlesex.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-sqre., 8.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cam bridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGeraldl Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage Park, Plumstead, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delame re-crescent, Westbourne-square, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Prescott-street, Liverpool.
* Larrad, E. (of the Leicester Society), 10. Edwyn-street, Leioester. 
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Clnb, 14, St. James's-square, S.W. 
Meugens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, S.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta. 
Mone, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
PiokeregUl, W. 0., 3, Blandford-square, N. W.
Pddmore, Frank, 16, Southampton-street, Fitzroy-square, W.
Potts, G.H., 57, Moorgate-streot, E.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent’s Park, N.W.
•Robertson James (of Glasgow Association), 36, Gerturk-street, Govanhill, 

Glasgow.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi, 8ignor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, F.C.A., 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.
J. Taft (of the Dalston Association), 11, Reedholm-street, Winston-road, Stoke 

Newington.
Withall, EL, 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton. S.W.
[*  Representatives of Allied Societies who are ex-offlcio members of the Council] 

Vicb-Prbsidrnts.
Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Auditors.
J. W. Gray, Esq., C.E. G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq., F.O.A. 

Rksidrnt Secretary.
Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

Honorary or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Lenchtenberg, St. Petersburg, 

Russia.
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdj^, Capoussou, Con­

stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gouobitz, bei Potschach, 8tyria, viA Gratz, 

Austria.
The Baroness GuldenBtQbbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
Hl Visconde de Torres-Solano, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect, 

6, Bt. Petersburg.
Signor Bebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.8 A 
Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Chicago, U.8.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell, La Treeorerie, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta
James Mylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten, The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hill, 

Manchester.
A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordelnde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
Professor Friedrich Zellner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximiilan Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germany. 
Gregor C. Wittig, Esq., Kornarstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H- Terry; Esq., 84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
M. Leymarie, 5, Rue Neuve des Potits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
W. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell Esq., M.D., 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.

G L. Ditson, Bso., M.D., Malden, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, South Africa.
J. Murrav Spear, Esq.. 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia. 
Mrs. J. M. 8pear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, Franoe. 
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunidre, Paris.
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Oh&ussde St. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.
M A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lex-Bruxelles. 
Lieut.-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Uniou Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Bullet, Hotel del'A thence, Rue Soribe, Paris.
J. L. O’Sullivan, Esq., 30, Upper Gloucester-place, Dorset-square, London, N.W. 
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Nutwood Cottage, Frith Hill, Godaiming. 
Isaac B. Rioh, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
Mdlle. Huet, 173, Rue 8t. Honors, Paris.
W. 8. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Dr. Grunhut, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.
J. W. Dav. Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswiak, W. 
Signor Damiani, 29, Colville-road, Notting Hill, W.
Dr. Puel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Herr J. H. Btratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-strasse, near Vienna.
M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.
BerkBT. Hutchinson, Esq., L.D.S., R.O.S.I.. 2, New-street, Cape Town, South 

Africa.
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion. Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-streot, New York.
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. 0. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans.
Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

ALLIED SOCIETIES.
Home.

Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.—Mr. J. hft 
53, Sigdon-road, Dalston. E

Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Cowley-.*̂  
Brixton, S.W.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. John Ainsworth, 21, Leng, 
fellow-street, Lodge-lane, Liverpool.

Cardiff Spiritualist Sooiety. Hon. Sec.—Mr. E. Adams, Rosario House, Rich*  
moud-road, Cardiff.

The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec. 
—Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terrace, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. Hon. See.—Mr. John McG. Monro, 
33, Daisy-street, Govaohill, Glasgow.

8outh Durham District Association of Spiritualists. Hon. Sec.—Mr. James 
Dunn, 8, Co-operative-street, Old Shildon. Durham.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. R. Wightman, 56, Cranbonrne 
Street, Leicester.

Foreign.
The Spiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaszkz. 

Josof8tadt Erzherzog Alexander-gass, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad Espiritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 31, 28, Madrid. President—El Visconde 

de Torres-8olanot.
Sociedad Espirita Central de la Republics Mexioana. President— Sefior Refugio 

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. President—Befior 

Manuel Jose Angarita.
L*Union  Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Bus de 

Louvain, Brussels.

Business for the Ensuing Week.
Wx Dims day, Novrmbrr 30th.—An Evening with Mr. Morse, 7A0 p.m. 

Admission to Members and Friends, Is. each.
Thursday, Decxmbkr 1st.—Members*  Free Stance, at 8 p.m. prompt.

A SPIRITUALIST, married, without encumbrance, seeks place as 
Porter, to see to Horses, as Timekeeper, or with wife to take care of

Premises ; good testimonials.—H. Waltkr, 21, AUen-street, Goa well-road. 
(Three knocks.)

ASTROLOGY, PHRENOLOGY.—Advice given on all affairs of 
life, business, situations, and the time advisable to make application for 

such. Proposals reoeived I If to ratify or reject Marriage, with description of 
partner. Send time of birth, or time when such propositions are first under­
stood. One Question, la. 6d.; Two Questions 2s. 6d.

H. O’DELL, 15, Alma Square, St. John's Wood, W.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”
LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299, New North-road, N.
J. M. Dale 50, Crawford-etreet, Bryanston-square, W.
R. Cooker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.
T. Blyton, 38, Great Ruseell-Btreet, W.C.
J. Kino.—Goswell Hall, E.C.
J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.

PROVINCIAL.
Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Lombard-street.
Bklpbb.—T. Edwards, 8, King-street. 
Birmingham.—J Groom, 200, St. Vincent-street.

„ —E. J. Koley, 368, Monument-road.
Biggleswade— J. F. Hunt.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George's-road. 
Bbadfobd.—J. Clayton, 63, Manchester-road.
Cardiff.—J. Hogg, 66, Crock herbtown.
Falmouth.—J. Truscott, 11, Killigrew-street. 
Glasgow,—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street.
Keighley.—S. Billows, High-street. 
Leicester.—J. Bent, 1, Town Hall-lane 
Liverpool.—R. Chatham, 20, Caird-street. 
Newoabtle-on-Ttne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-atreet. 
New Delaval.—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row. 
Northampton.—W. Eyres, Newsagent, 9, Regent-square. 
Nottingham.—W. Yates, 39, Bentinck-road, The Forest.

„ W. Jebbett, 57, Parliament-street.
Manchester.—J. Heywood, Deansgate. 
Rochdale.—Samuel Kerehaw, Durham-street.

FOREIGN.
Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, U.S.A 
J. C. Bundy, 94, La Salle-street, Chicago, U.S.A. .
W. H. Terry, 84, Russell-street, Melbourne, Victoria.______ _
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