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SPIRITUALISM AT THE CHURCH CONGRESS.

We give four extra pages this week to enable us to find space 
for a full report of the discussion by the Church Congress, on 
Tuesday evening last, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, on “ The Duty of 
the Church in respect to the Prevalence of Spiritualism.” The 
Lord Bishop of Durham occupied the chair, and there was a large 
attendance. The report reaches so late that we are obliged to 
defer our comments on the proceedings till next week, but it is 
only just to take the opportunity at once of acknowledging the 
very fair, temperate, and courteous manner in which for the moBt 
part the subject was approached. The discussion was opened 
with a paper by the Rev. R. Thornton, D.D., Vicar of St 
John’s, Notting-hilL

The Bev. Dr. Thornton.
At the mere name of Spiritualism Borne will at once cry out, 

“ Frivolous ! ” others “ Imposture ! ” and others “ Sorcery and 
devilry ! ” Let me protest in the outset against all hasty, sweep
ing condemnations. No doubt in approaching the subject we find, 
(to use the words of Mr. Page Hopps, a friend of Spiritualists, 
though not one of them) that “ the way has been defiled by 
fraud, and blocked up by folly." Gross absurdity and gross 
deceit have been exposed in the doings of pretended Spiritualists. 
But we must not rush to the conclusion that all Spiritualism is 
pure deception, any more than we must involve all statesmen 
and all ecclesiastics in universal censure, because there have 
been political and religious charlatans. And as to the charge 
of diabolical agency, I do most earnestly deprecate the anti
quated plan of attributing all new phenomena which we cannot 
explain to the author of all evil. Far be it from me to deny 
that such agency is possible ; on the contrary, I believe that 
Satan may enable men to possess themselves of unlawful know
ledge and unlawful powers. But Galileo, and the ridicule with 
which we now speak of his persecutors, may teach us not to so mix 
up science and religion aa to come to an 6, priori theological 
decision upon matters of simple fact. As rational men—and 
even more as Churchmen, who trust in the presence with us of 
a guide to our reason—when the matters we deal with approach 
or enter the province of Faith—we are bound to accept facts, 
though we may decline the inferences which others draw from 
them ; to watch, to investigate, and so to come gradually to our 
own conclusions. For aught we know, these puzzling phenomena 
may be a new problem set by Almighty God, to be solved by 
the rules and with the aids which He has already given to His 
faithful children ; a trial of the reasonableness of their faith.

The doctrine of those who are said to profess Spiritualism 
is, if I do not misrepresent it, something of this kind :—“ God 
is a Spirit and the visible universe is an Expression to man of 
His infinite life. Man is a Spiritual being : each individual 
Spirit is a part of a great Over-soul, or Anima Mundi. The 
Spirit is enthralled in a body during this life ; when released it 
at once enters upon the possession of higher powers and more 
extended knowledge ; and its condition is one of regularly pro
gressive advancement. Disembodied Spirits are able to hold 
converse with those in the body ; not with all immediately, but 
through the instrumentality of privileged or specially gifted 
persons called mediums, who are on occasion influenced, or as 
they term it, controlled, by the Spirits. Spirits can also apply 
force to physical objects, perform certain actions, such as writing 
and producing sounds; they can sometimes shew themselves in 
materialised forms, Kime of the material being borrowed from 
the medium. A new era is now dawning on us. The old re
ligions, Christianity included, have played their part and must 
pass away in face of clearer light. By intercourse with the 
Spirit world man will advance as he never has advanced before, 
in knowledge, purity, and brotherly love.”

I may fairly, I think, speak of this teaching as opposed to 
the system of the Church. It sympathises deeply with what we 
hold to be error; it ranges itself on the side of Alius, and 
Photinus, and Macedonius, and Nestorius. “Every heretic,” 
says a Spiritualist writer, “ of the church of all religions has 
been a pioneer in Spiritual discernment.” “Priest-craft, 

hypocrisy and cant.” their lecturers tell us, are characteristics 
of all existing Christian communities. “ The Church,” says 
another writer, “is such a partial thing, so antagonistic 
in spirit to the higher worlds, so literal, so dogmatic, that he 
who feeds there is kept down from the lofty tone necessary for 
Spirit communion.’’ Nor is the Cliurch the only object of 
censure. Mr. Spurgeon’s intellect is “ dwarfed and cramped,” 
“ he dogmatises and plays the Pope in his own way.” Like all 
free thinkers, the Spiritualist is intensely dogmatic in his antd- 
dogmatism.

In dealing with opposing systems we must carefully observe 
two rules. The first is an inspired one :—“ Prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good. ” Find out, and make the most of, 
all you can approve and agree with in the teaching of those- who 
differ from you ; a basis of agreement at least makes real 
points of difference clear, and may lead to a mutual under
standing with the happiest effect. The second rule is:—Bear 
in mind that every opposing sect, or school of teaching, points to 
some weakness or shortcoming on the part of the Church ; 
thus Presbyterianism is (or was) a reaction against Prelacy as 
distinguished from Catholic Episcopacy ; and the Ranters 
warn us not too sternly to repress the impulse so many feel 
to express by outward acts their inward religious emotions.

Now there is much of the Spiritualists’ teaching with 
which the Church can most cordially agree.

1. It is a system of belief, not of mere negation of all that 
is not logically demonstrated! Its adherents are not ashamed 
to avow that they hold, as true, propositions which are incapable 
of mathematical proof. They are at least Theists if no more ; 
certainly not Atheistic.

2. It is in its very nature antagonistic to all Sadduceeism 
and Materialism. It flatly contradicts the assertions of the 
miserable philosophy that makes the soul but a function of 
the brain, and death an eternal sleep. It proclaims that 
man is responsible for his actions, against those who would 
persuade us that each deed is but the resultant of a set of forces, 
an effect first, and then a cause, in an eternal and immutable 
series of causes and effects, and that sin and holiness are 
therefore words without meaning. It tells of angels, of an 
immortal spirit, of a future state of personal and conscious 
existence.

3. It inculcates the duties of purity, charity, and justice, 
setting forth as well the loving fatherhood of God as the 
brotherhood of men, to be continued, with personal recognition, 
in the future life.

4c. It declares that there can be, and is, communion between 
Spirit and Spirit, and so, by implication, acknowledges the 
possibility, at least, of intercourse between man and the 
Supreme Spirit; in other words, of Revelation, Inspiration, and 
Grace.

From the statement of these points of agreement I pass 
on to those on which I think Spiritualism warns the Church 
that her trumpet sometimes gives but an uncertain sound.

1. We habitually remind those whom we teach that “they 
have an immortal soul. ” We too seldom convert the phrase, 
and tell them that they are really Spirits, and have a body 
which contains an immortal part, to be prepared for immortality. 
We make them look on the body as the true being, the soul as 
a sort of appendage to it; an error against which Socrates could 
caution his disciples (“ Phsedo," pp. 115, b. 64). No doubt, bodily 
existence is (in appearance) more of a reality to us in this life 
than Spiritual being, and thus, if I may venture on the allusion, 
nine out of ten people, when they hear the words Real Presence, 
understand bodily presence ; they have not grasped the truth 
that to the spiritual only can the epithet “ real ” be justly 
applied even here below. Minds thus disciplined are easily led 
away to believe that the soul is only a certain phase of the 
bodily organism, and is dissolved with its dissolution. Those 
who have learnt with Socrates that the soul—or, more properly 
speaking, Spirit—is the essence of the man, could never suppose 
that the existence of the reality depended upon the existence 
of its instrument. We should have taught, more carefully than 
we have done, not that men are bodies and have souls, but that 
they are souls and have bodies ; which bodies, changed from the 
glory of the terrestrial to the glory of the celestial, will be theirs 
to do God’s work hereafter.

2. Again, we are terribly afraid of saying a word about the 
intermediate state. We draw a hard and fast line between the 
seen and the unBeen world. In vain does the Creed express our 
belief in the Communion of Saints ; for if we hint that one who 
prayed for his beloved on earth may not forget them when, his 
earthly frame dissolved, he is removed nearer to the presence Qt 
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his Lord, popular religion confuses such intercession with the 
figments of the Mediation and Invocation of Saints. Once again 
the bodily life, and not that of the Spirit, is made the true life.

3. Further, there is a wide-spread reluctance, even in the 
Church, to accept the super-human as such. I do not say this 
is universal, far from it, but it is very general. There are some, 
for instance, who abhor all Spiritual exposition of Scripture. 
The four rivers of Paradise (to use a Rabbinical illustration) 
have no meaning for them ; they may accept two, but the other 
two, “searching” and “mystery,” they cannot away with. 
Others do not like to hear of the work of the Eternal Spirit in 
His Church, or of things done in God’s wisdom, otherwise than 
earthly wisdom would direct or conjecture. They acknowledge 
indeed some Divine guidance, but shrink from Spiritual influence 
or Spiritual illumination, the ministry of angels, or the snares 
of the Evil One.

Here perhaps some one will say to me “ You seem half a 
Spiritualist yourself : er ihlyee pe irtlOtit (I dare not venture to 
translate this phrase) to become one also.” Well, I am just as 
much a Spiritualist as S. Paul was, when he wrote “I knew a 
man in Christ, whether in the body or out of the body, I 
cannot tell, God knoweth,—such an one caught up to the third 
Heaven. ” As little as when he bade his children glorify (Sod in 
the body as well as in the Spirit, because both were God’s, 
and exulted that he bore in the body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus ; just as much as S. John, when he bade his beloved “ try 
the spirits,” and said of himself that he was “ in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day.” Just as little as when he declared that “ the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth. ” There is a true Spiritualism and there is a false Spirit
ualism, just as there is a true astronomy and a false astronomy, 
the false, that

“ Girds the sphere
With centric and eccentric scribbled o’er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb—”

the true, that reduces all planetary movements under one simple 
mechanical law.

I proceed now to our great points of difference, to what it is 
that we cannot approve in Spiritualists’ teaching. They claim 
to hold intercourse with the Spirits of the departed. Now I am 
far from denying the possibility of such intercourse; on the 
contrary, I believe that in God’s Providence it sometimes does 
take place. But I fail to see that the phenomena which they 
allege as proofs of spiritual agency and converse are by any 
means convincing. Strange knockings, we are told, are heard, 
which on dcirand are made to represent the letters of the 
alphabet—frame mysterious words ; musical instruments sail 
about the room, and utter unearthly melodies ; sentences are 
written by unseen hands; shadowy forms are descried in the 
darkness ; light touches are felt; indeed, one Spirit has permitted 
herself to be kissed. The Spirits give their names ; one of the 
most active calls himself John King ; and we read and hear of 
“ Ernest,” “ Pocha,” “Irresistible, and others. One is reminded 
of the “ Hopdance” and “ Smolkin,” which Shakespeare bor
rowed from Archbishop Harsnet’s “ Declaration of Egregious 
Popish Impostures,” and of Matthew Hopkins’ Vulgar Pye- 
wacket and Peck-in-the-crown. Now supposing for a moment 
that these are real spiritual beings, one would see a great danger 
in the practice of conferring with them. How can we know 
their character ? It is curious that they are considered to shrink 
from daylight in general “Your light hurts us,” they are 
represented as saying, though we read “ God saw the light that 
it was good. ”

One Spiritualist (Mr. Brittain) declares that in 35 years he 
has never met with a Spirit who has told him a wilful falsehood, 
but it is confessed that there is a danger of becoming associated 
with low Spirits. Indeed we are told that on some occasions 
stones have been thrown bv Spirits, so there would appear to be 
roughs or Fenians among the Shades. But we need not, I think, 
be under any apprehension. There is no sufficient eridenoe 
that Spirits are at work at all The so-called Spirit revelations 
seem to be limited by the intelligence and imagination of the 
medium. Just so with the beautiful dreams of the great Spiritualist, 
Swedenborg (and I mention his name with profound respect, 
though I esteem him a visionary) : it is almost amusing to remark 
that, when he wandered under angelic guidance through the 
stellar universe, he was not taken to view Uranus, Neptune, or 
Vulcan. The failure to visit the latter may be accounted for 
by what I consider extremely probable, namely, that there is 
no such planet; but I fear that the others were left out, 
simply because he did not know of them. The Spirits gave him 
no new information on physical astronomy ; and no Spiritual 
stances have as yet, as far as I can ascertain, made any addition 
to our stock of useful knowledge. Whence, then, all the strange 
phenomena ? for, deduct what you will for delusion and deluded 
imagination, it is proved by the evidence of men of unimpeach
able veracity and sound sense, non-Spiritualists as well as 
Spiritualists, that strange things are witnessed at the stances, 
I suggest that all are manifestations of a simple human force, 
which we may call as we chooae, psychic, biological, odylic, 
ectenic, whose conditions are as yet unknown (as those of 
chemistry were a century ago), but may, before many years, be 
as well known as those of heat, electricity, magnetism, and 
light, with which it is no doubt correlated ; and may be perhaps 
represented as Biot proposed to represent the conditions of 

life, by an equation. This force was distinctly displayed in a 
series of experiments conducted a few years ago with the aid of 
the celebrated medium, Mr. Home.

A mahogany plank was made to rest with one end fixed on a 
solid table, the other end being attached to a spring balance 
with self-registering index. No ordinary pressure on the end 
supported by the table affected the balance in the least; but a 
touch from Mr. Home shewed an effect at the other end repre
sented by from 3 jib to 501b. The effect was produced when his 
hands were firmly held, so as to prevent his exerting any muscu
lar pressure, and even when they were inserted in a vessel of 
water placed on the end of the plank above the table. Mr. 
Home asserted that he oould not always produce the effect, 
and that when he did he was conscious of a force passing out 
from him, and at the end of an experiment he always exhibited 
considerable lassitude. The force which could in such a way 
influence a balance is certainly competent, with the aid of 
imagiimtion, to produoe any or all of the phenomena witnessed 
or believed to be witnessed by attendants at the stances, and I 
repeat what I have said before, that we are by no means com
pelled to infer the presence of Spiritual agency.

But farther, we cannot accept that degrading view of the 
body which seems to be an element in the highest Spiritualist 
teaching. It is represented, not as an instrument for the acqui
sition of knowledge, and as being, no less than the Spirit, the 
work of God, ana consecrated to His service, but as a foul 
obstructive. Vegetarianism, and of course teetotalism, m 
essential to everyone who would reach the higher knowledge; 
his very residence must be a place where no blood ia or ku 
been shed. We find ourselves at once in the presence of die 
Gnostics, Bardesanes and Tatian ; and remember with honor 
how short and easy was the step from their stern asceticism to 
Carpocrates and the ophites.

But still worse, we find in Spiritualists’ teaching a terrible 
degradation not of our human body only, but of the great 
Master of bodies, souls, and Spirits. And here it is that I call it 
specially antagonistic to the Church. Jesus in their system ii 
but an adept, an early Jacob Bohme, who gained his adeptahip 
by an ascetic diet, for “ there is no evidence that he partook of 
any animal food exoept the flesh of the Paschal Lamb. ” Or be 
is a Psychic, a remarkable medium, gifted with an exception^ 
amount of Spirit-force, and a peculiar power of communicating 
with and controlling Spirits. Or he is an Essene, a leader of • 
Buddhist Beet, of high rank indeed, but inferior to the great 
Goutama who preceded him. His life is nothing more to us thin 
a grand example of purity and charity, his death only a noble 
piece of self-sacrifice. With such views, it is hardly neceuuy 
to say that the personality of evil is almost contemptuously 
denied—the Scriptures displaced from the post of honour due to 
the written Word of God. What, then, is the duty of the 
Church in respect of the prevalence of this Spiritualism, io 
beautiful in part, in part so terrible, as it were an angel face 
with a serpent train in its rear ?

First let us guard carefully against rash argumentative 
assertions, and obstinate ignoring of facts, leBt haply we deny, 
through imperfect knowledge, something that is, after all, > 
law in God's creation. Let us simply shew that phenomena 
which we cannot now fully explain need not necessarily be 
referred to the agency of Spirits, good, bad, or indifferent, but 
may well be manifestations of some hitherto unsuspected human 
force. Then let us try the Spirits (or the teachers) by the 
revealed rule : “ Every Spirit that oonfesseth not Jeaua 
Christ come in the flesh is not of God. ” Where the mystery of 
the Incarnation is explained away or denied, we can have no 
doubt about the judgment we are to pass. Let us tell of the 
true dignity and true ministry of the bodies of the regenerate 
members of Christ, and of the Spiritual body, whose seed is in 
the natural body, to be quiokened in his time. Let us thank
fully acknowledge the truths of Spiritualist teaching, aa 
weapons which we too are glad to wield against Positivism, and 
Secularism Aand all the anti-Christian-isma of this age of godless 
thought Let us lay to heart the hints given as to our own 
shortcomings. But let us all the while remember that our 
Gospel ia a final revelation till the Lord come, and boldly reply 
to those who would supplement or supersede it, “ Though an 
angel from Heaven preach unto us any other Gospel than that 
which has been preached unto us, let him be accursed.” I*t  
us tell of the only true brotherhood, the only real unity; 
that of a society whose bond is an intercourse, through setf*  
asserting mediums, with questionable denizens of a Spirit world, 
but that of the one Church, the one Faith, the one Baptism, the 
one Bread and Chalice of the Lord. Let us preach more con
sistently and more clearly, by our lives as well as with our lips, 
with all apostolic zeal and all evangelistic fervour, with the 
emotion of true Spiritualists, and yet with the calmness tou*  
children of the Catholic Church—the Incarnate God, Jests 
Christ and Him crucified, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, ana 
to-day, and for ever. ■ .

Mr. V. B. Browne.
Mr. Browne having spoken at length on Secularism (the 

subject of an earlier paper) said that, passing to the more 
special subject of Spiritualism, his minutes on that sub
ject would allow him to give only a series of facts, and to drew 
from them conclusions, and from these conclusions to pomt out 
what, as it appeared to him, was the duty of the Church wua
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respect to Spiritualism. The facta were these. Some yean ago 
several men of the very highest culture agreed together to 
investigate the phenomena called Spiritualism. The name of 
one of them he was at liberty to mention—a name that stood aa 
high as any amongst the scientific men of England, or, indeed, 
of Europe—Lord Rayleigh. For a period of some two or three 
yean these scientists spent a considerable part of their time in 
attending stances, in holding stances at their own houses, and 
in doing everything in their power to get at the bottom of, and 
to make up their minds on the cause of, such phenomena. The 
remarkable feature which he wished to place before their notioe 
was that at the end of the time they were unable to come to any 
final conclusion on the subject, or to make up their minds as to 
whether the claims of Spiritualism were true or false. From 
that fact he was compelled to draw the conclusion that they must 
not pooh pooh Spiritualism. They must not say that it was 
an imposture, all nonsense, and that no sensible man could spend 
his time in attending to it If these men, with all their experi
ence and all their skill, could not settle the matter, there must 
be something in it That was the first conclusion. The next 
conclusion was that the belief in the reality of these phenomena 
was not a mere hallucination, a delusion, which was a theory 
that certain medical men had very strongly put' forward. He 
knew no one less subject to hallucinations than the distinguished 
man of scienoe whose name he had mentioned, or some of his 
friends. It was absurd to suppose that over the period of two 
or three years they should be subject to hallucinations at the 
moments during which they were investigating this subject, and 
at no other time. Thirdly, they must adopt the view that the 
cause of these phenomena was a very difficult scientific problem, 
and that it must be solved by scientific methods; that, firstly, 
there must be either a supernatural cause, as the advocates of 
Spiritualism said ; or, secondly, that there were certain natural 
laws of mind and matter which were not as yet understood, such as 
the power of reading thoughts; or. thirdly, that Spiritualism was 
a mere extension of the ancient and well-known science of con
juring. Looking at the subject from the point of view of these 
conclusions, what should be the duty of the Church ? It ap
peared to him, in the first place, that the investigation of the 
phenomena was beyond their province. In the second place, 
while that subject was tub judice, they must be careful to treat 
it as an open one. (Hear.) Thirdly, they must be careful 
not to imply that these phenomena were incredible because 
they were supernatural The Church was founded on the 
belief of supernatural events having occurred at least 2,000 years 
ago. Therefore it would not do for them to say in the next 
breath that these things were impossible because they were 
supernatural As a previous speaker had said, he did not believe 
in attributing the phenomena to a Satanic agency. It was 
most deplorable that the Church should say with a sneer 
that every new light and every new discovery should be set 
down to the high priests and emissaries .of the devil It might 
be that there was an enormous amount of imposture, and a vast 
quantity of trickery in these manifestations. Therefore, those 
who felt that they believed in them were sure of finding them
selves in very questionable company, and mixing up with 
questionable folk. On the other hand, they were almost sure of 
not finding out what the truth of the matter was, because ex
perience shewed that the discovery of the trick required an 
amount of patience, skill, and knowledge which very few persons 
were likely to possess. Those were the points which he wished 
to put before the meeting as to the attitude which the Church 
should have towards Spiritualism; and he would only further 
say that whatever Spiritualism was, at least it was not ma
terialism, and that it was materialism which at the present day 
was the great danger that the Church had to face. (Hear, hear.) 
Thus it was that materialists like Bradlaugh were inimical to 
Spiritualism, because to prove that Spiritualism was true would 
be to put a final extinguisher upon all their doctrines. There
fore he thought the Church might fairly hold herself in suspense 
in the matter, ready to welcome what truth there might be in 
the phenomena, assured they could not do harm ; but at 
the same time recognising the great amount of imposture 
that accompanied them, and the very considerable likelihood 
that that which was not in itself corrupt might turn out some
thing conducive to that character.

Bev. Canon Wilberforce.
The Rev. Canon Wilberforce said : In the brief time neces

sarily allotted to readers at a Church Congress, it is impossible 
to enter adequately upon the history of the origin and develop
ment of those peculiar phenomena which would be more correctly 
(described as .“ Psychism,” but which are generally known as 
“Spiritualism.” It may be briefly stated that the signs and 
.wonders of Modern Spiritualism, which are now undoubtedly 
exercising a potent influence upon the religious beliefs of thou
sands, originated in the village of Hydesville, State of New 
York, in the year 1848 ; and amongst the men of science and 
learning who investigated the subject in America, in order to 
refute its pretensions, may be mentioned the names of Dr. Hare, 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, and 
the Hon. J. W. Edmonds, Judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeal in the State of New York. The former became con
vinced of the spiritual nature of the manifestations, and published 
the results Of his investigations under the title of “Experimental 
Investigations of the Spirit Manifestations, demonstrating the 

existence of Spiritsand their communion with Mortals ;”and the 
Judge, with some members of his family, became mediums of 
some considerable power. He has published, in two large 
volumes, a narrative of his investigations, visions, and spiritual 
communications ; also a record of the mediumistic powers of his 
daughter, who, in the trance state, could converse freely in 
languages which she had never learned. In the year 1864, the 
phenomena, which in America had been witnessed by thousands 
of people, many of whom were of the highest credibility, and 
whose testimony no one would think of impeaching in a court of 
law, began to attract attention in England when the visit of an 
American professional medium—Mra. Hayden — brought .the 
subject prominently before the public. Among many who 
investigated at the time was Robert Dale Owen, the Socialist 
advocate, who became convinced from what he witnessed of the 
spiritual nature of the phenomena, and through them of the 
existence of a future state, and of the truth of Christianity. 
From that time the movement began, and continued to Bpread 
in England and on the Continent, although more slowly than in 
America. In July, 1869, the firat noteworthy attempt at public 
investigation was made by the London Dialectical Society,which 
appointed a committee “to investigate the phenomena alleged 
to be spiritual manifestations, ana to report thereon.” The 
committee held 16 meetings, at which they received evidence 
from 33 persons, who described phenomena which, they stated, 
had occurred within their own personal experience, and written 
statements relating to it from 31 persons. They invited the 
attendance and co-operation of scientific men who had expressed 
opinions favourable or adverse to the genuineness of the 
phenomena ; also of persons who had publicly ascribed 
them to imposture or delusion. But while successful in pro
curing evidence of believers in the manifestations and in 
their supernatural origin, they almost wholly failed to obtain 
evidence from those who attributed them to fraud or delusion. 
They then appointed six sub-committees to investigate by per
sonal experiment All of these sub-committees sent in reports, 
some attributing the phenomena to the agency of disembodied 
human beings, some to Satanic influence, some to psychological 
causes, and others to imposture or delusion. The later phases 
of alleged Spirit manifestations which have been developed 
since the report of the Dialectical Society may be summed up as 
follows :—Open vision, more or less continuous ; photographs 
of recognised departed friends of the sitters ; religious impromptu 
addresses and poems on subjects suggested by thp audience— 
the medium being in a state of trance ; and, most remarkable 
of all well-attested manifestations, the materialisation of Spirits, 
through the physical bodies of mediums. (See a remark
able pamphlet by the Rev. T. Colley, late Archdeacon of Natal, 
published by Burns, 15, Southampton-row.) The exact position 
claimed at this moment by the warmest advocates of Spiritualism 
is set forth ably and eloquently in a work by Mr. J. 8. Farmer, 
E”'shed by Mr. Allen, and called “Spiritualism as a New 

of Belief,” which, without necessarily endorsing, I recom
mend to the perusal of my brethren. Those who are following 
Spiritualism as a means and not an end oontend warmly that it 
does not seek to undermine religion, or to render obsolete the 
teachings of Christ; that, on the other hand, it furnishes 
illustrations and rational proof of them, such, as can be gained 
from no other source ; that its manifestations will supply deists 
and atheists with positive demonstration of a life after death, 
and that they have been instrumental in converting many 
secularists and materialists from scepticism to Christianity. In 
corroboration of this statement may be appended the remark
able testimony of Mr. 8. C. Hall, the founder and editor of the 
Art Journal. “As to the use of Spiritualism (he sayB), it has 
made me a Christian. I humbly and fervently thank God it has 
removed all my doubts. I could quote abundant instances of 
conversion from unbelief to belief—of some to perfect faith 
from total infidelity. I am permitted to give one name—it is 
that of Dr. Elliotson, who expresses his deep gratitude to 
Almighty God for the blessed change that has been wrought 
in his heart and mind by Spiritualism.” When this is the stand
point of the believer in the higher aspects of Spiritualism, it is 
obvious that we have to deal with no mere commonplace 
infatuation, which can be brushed aside with indifference or 
contempt, but rather with a movement which is firmly estab
lished and the influence of which is every day extending. 
Appealing as it does to the yearnings of the soul, especially in 
times of bereavement, for sensible evidence of the continuity of 
life after physical death, belief in modern Spiritualism con
tinues rapidly to increase in all ranks of society. No real 
or alleged exposures of simulated mediumship, or manifest 
self-seeking on the part of mediums, have any permanent effect 
in arresting its progress ; for its real strength does not lie in the 
claims or powers of professional mediums, or in advocacy by 
means of the press or the lecture room, but in the thousands of 
private homes, in which one or more of the family has medium
istic power. But, it may be asked, is there no evil in Spirit
ualism ? Assuredly there is, especially as caricatured and 
misrepresented in the lives, sentiments, and language of many 
professed Spiritualists. The effects have been summed up by 
Professor Barrett, of the Royal College of Science, Dublin, who is 
convinced by painstaking investigations of the supernatural 
character of the phenomena, in the following words:—(1) a 
morbid, unhealthy curiosity is excited ; (2) the mind is distracted 
from the pursuits and present duties of daily life ; (3) intellec- 

qle
Digitized



316 Light. [October 8,1881.

tual confusion is created by uncertain and contradictory 
teaching; (4) moral and spiritual confusion is created by 
anarchic manifestations ; (5) the will is subjected to the slavery 
of an unknown power, and the spiritual nature of man may be 
preyed upon by unseen parasites ; (6) it offers a demonstration 
which is the negation of facts, much so-called Spiritualism being 
merely a kind of inebriated materialism. All these points, 
continues the Professor, “ I can verify by actual cases ; and, as 
a rule, I have observed the steady downward course of mediums 
who sit regularly; moral obliquity is the first symptom, then 
they become wrecks. This applies to mediums for physical 
manifestations chiefly. Indeed, is it not impossible to have a 
purely phenomenal presentation of any high spiritual laws?" 
In view of the spread of Spiritualism in its modern aspects, and 
of the consequences resulting from it, it becomes a most 
important question what ought to be the attitude of the clergy 
of the Church of England towards believers in the alleged 
manifestations. That they are affecting and will still more 
affect the Church is certain, and has made itself manifest here 
in Newcastle. Dr. T. L. Nichols, writing of its results in 
America, remarks that—“ There can be no question about the 
marked effect of Spiritualism upon American thought, feeling, 
and character. Nothing within my memory has had so great an 
influence. It has broken up hundreds of churches ; it has 
changed the religious opinions of hundreds of thousands ; it has 
influenced, more or less, the most important actions and 
relations of vast multitudes. Immense numbers of those who, 
a few years ago, professed a belief in some form of Christianity, 
or were members of religious organisations, have, under the 
influence of Spiritualism, modified such profession. Great 
numbers, perhaps, who doubted or denied the existence of a 
future state, have found, as they think, incontrovertible proofs 
of its reality." Just, then, recognising that the general teach
ings of Spiritualism are inimical to almost every organised body 
of professing Christians, I would, with much deference, suggest 
that we must shake ourselves free from the conventional 
unwisdom of the ecclesiastical pooh pooh 1 which is our 
modem substitute for the “ anathematism” of less tolerant days. 
We must abstain from contemptuous reference to Maskelyne 
and Cooke, remembering that these inimitable conjurors 
have more than once been publicly offered a thousand 
pounds if they would, under the same conditions, imitate 
the most ordinary spiritual phenomena in a private house ; but 
they replied that, as their apparatus weighed more than a 
ton, they could not conveniently accept the challenge. We 
must call to mind the fact that such eminent scientists as Mr. 
Alfred Russel Wallace and Mr. William Crookes, the discoverer 
of the metal thallium and of the radiometer, the latter through 
his investigation of Spiritualism, have both declared that the 
main facts are as well established, and as easily verifiable,any as 
of the more exceptional phenomena of nature which are not yet 
reduced to law. The movement is here, in the providence of 
God, whether by His appointment or permission ; and through 
it He calls upon us to do what lies in our power to control and 
regulate it for those who are or may be affected by its practice 
and teaching. If from Satan, we ought not to be content with 
ignorance of his devices. Whatever danger may result to those 
who from mere idle curiosity venture where they ought not, duty 
calls on us to brave them courageously, as a soldier or physi
cian hazards his life for the welfare of society. Spiritualism may 
be, and probably is, a fulfilment of the Apocalyptic vision of 
the Spirits of demons going forth to deceive the nations. It 
may be that the manifestations, mixed as they confessedly are, 
are part of the dark clouds which have to appear and be dis
persed before the promised advent of the Lord with His saints 
to bring in a true Spiritualism. In the meantime, even regarding 
the fact in its worst light, we, as watchmen and shepherds, sus
tain a relation towards it which involves important duties. We 
need have no fear for any truth of Christ’s Church, for, as if 
He had foreseen attacks from the invisible border-land between 
earth and heaven upon His Church, He has promised that 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. Resting on its 
true foundation, the Church of Christ is assuredly safe from all 
assaults; but there may be so much hay and stubble of our 
handiwork in it that many outward organisations may suffer the 
loss of the corporate existence. Secondly, we should relise 
that the sole strength of Spiritualism lies in the knowledge, 
partial and imperfect though it be, of the future life. The 
weakness of the Churches as opposed to the strength of Modern 
Spiritualism is in the ignorance of that life, and in misapprehen
sion of Scripture teaching concerning it. Some good may have 
been done in this respect in the distinction made in the Revised 
Version of the New Testament between Hades and Gehenna—a 
distinction, slight as it may appear, which gave the Roman 
Catholic Church in the minds of Spiritualists an advantage over 
Protestant Churches. While no one can be advised to give up or 
modify any sincere conviction, whether founded on rational or 
merely authoritative grounds, it may be confidently affirmed 
that tiie result of Spiritualist teaching and propagandism will 
be a gradual and perpetual separation of the people from all 
churches and congregations whose ministers maintain and teach 
the endless duration of torment or punishment in the case of 
any one soul. Except on this question the teachings of alleged 
Spirits and believers are as varied as those of men on earth ; so 
much so that very many mediums and believers, in despair of 
certainty, have become members of the Church of Rome. Yet 

most of those who have gone over to that Church, and multi
tudes who are Churchless, would gladly have remained in their 
respective denominations if their teachers could have dealt 
kindly with them, and given rational grounds for the doctrines 
taught, and maintained an inquiring and conciliatory spirit 
towards the doubts and opinions of their hearers. The suggested 
attitude of the clergy towards Spiritualists may be thus summed 
up :—1st: As careful an examination of the facts as time and 
circumstances admit, that we may not condemn in manifest 
ignorance ; remembering the words of Solomon, “ He that 
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame 
unto him." 2nd: A frank admission of facts, and a conciliatory 
rather than hostile or dogmatic attitude towards believers. 3rd: 
A rational presentation of Christian doctrine, so far as to shew 
that the truths revealed are in harmony with the nature of man 
in his filial relation to the Father, and his fraternal relation to 
the Son, and in accordance with the infinite love of Almighty 
God. 4th : While frankly admitting any good in its teaching 
or influence which may be fairly claimed for Spiritualism, it is 
also our duty to shew from the abundant written testimony of 
eminent Spiritualists that great dangers, physical and mental, 
frequently result from a too eager and unreserved submission to 
psychical control. 5th : To shew that in the Christian religion, 
rightly understood, is to be found all, and more than til of 
important truth that any Spirit has ever taught from ths 
beginning of the world.

Mr. Stuart Cumberland.
Mr. Stuart Cumberland said this was a question of evidence 

alone. In Spiritualism there was a variety of manifestations, 
of which the most objectionable was the so-called materialisation 
of Spirit forms, by which was meant the power of calling up 
deceased relatives and friends in the same material condition in 
which they were before leaving this world. Common sense told 
them that those that left this world rested from their labours. 
It was not in the power of the professional medium to call up 
those we loved to masquerade in Spiritualistic stances for the 
amusement of fools and the enrichment of knaves. He had 
seen a great deal of these materialisations, and had found that 
the so-called Spirit was always the medium or a confederate. A 
few months ago he went to a Bdanoe by Mr. Bastian. A very 
eminent clergyman who was present recognised in the 
form that was called up the person of his deceased son, and 
a most painful scene ensued. Two nights after he (Mr. 
S. Cumberland) returned, in company with Dr. Forbes Winslow 
and other friends, determined to expose the true nature of these 
manifestations. They were kept sitting for so long a time in a 
state of expectancy that a person was disposed at last to 
recognise in even a dressed-up broomstick his maternal grand
mother or paternal grandfather. At last the Spirit appeared. 
The medium was supposed to be in a state of trance in a neigh
bouring room meanwhile. The Spirit came up to him (Mr. 
Cumberland) and declared most emphatically that it was his 
brother. Very happily he had not lost a brother. In pursuance 
of a little plot he had arranged, he squirted over the Spirit 
some liquid cochineal. He tried to grasp the Spirit, but 
it nearly broke his fingers in the struggle. At the close of the 
sdance they found that the medium was covered with liquid cochi
neal. This proved thatthe Spirit and the medium were oneandthe 
same person. With respect to the duty of the Church towards 
Spiritualism he considered it his duty to aid in the exposure of 
what were frauds. There were two classes of Spiritualists: the 
dupes and those who defrauded them. For the one class they 
could not but have pity, and for the other nothing but strong 
condemnation.

Mr. John Fowler.
Mr. John Fowler said : As an organisation, the Church is 

based upon a certain number of cardinal truths, amongst 
which we find a declaration of the immortality of the human 
souL This is the moBt essential fact in the Christian system of 
faith. If man be not immortal, the Church spiritually is use
less, and a fraud; but if man be immortal, and the nature of 
that immortality be influenced by the acts we do here, it is most 
important that the Church should set forth the true purpose of 
life and correct living, that men may reap in another world 
the advantages which will flow from a well spent life. 
The weakest point, in a scientific and philosophical sense, 
which the Church has, is its affirmation of the immortality of 
man. The record alone is appealed to to prove this great fact; 
but men die, disappear, and are lost sight of to us, and the un
believer challenges the believer to demonstrate by natural fact, 
a natural and theological truth—that the soul lives when 
the body dies. The authority of the New Testament is 
assailed, and the influence of the Church, by a growing number, 
is unrecognised. Secularism and atheism never had so large a 
following in this country before. The most intelligent amongst 
professional men have long ago ceased to believe the doctrine 
of immortality, and a large number of intelligent working 
men laugh in scornful .incredulity at the stories which are 
narrated and the doctrines taught from the pulpit Every man 
must observe the present indifferent Btate of the intelligent public 
to the service and doctrines of the Church. Those who have 
had opportunities of observing the intellectual Btate of the 
country say that infidelity is on the increase. Now, what does 
the Church propose to do in this matter ? Of its seriousness 
proof is offered by the fact of this discussion. Until the facts « 
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spiritual existence have been demonstrated, like Peter, who 
denied his Master, we want evidence, and, like Thomas, we 
want to put our fingers into the prints of the nails. If 
demonstration was needed to establish the faith in the hearts 
of the disciples, demonstration is as much needed to-day, to 
establish its claims in the experience of the present gene
ration. The fabric cannot be maintained. It will fall to 
pieces without the interior leavening power of the Spirit. Narrow 
creeds and ceremonies cannot impose and influence for ever 
the minds of men. Therefore, Modern Spiritualism has 
appeared as a Divine necessity of the times. It does not 
come to destroy the law and the prophets, but to establish that 
which came aforetime, and to make the possibilities of 
spiritual growth and strength in the heart of man more 
possible. The extraordinary gifts of healing, of speaking, and of 
prophecy which the founders of the Church exercised, displayed 
the supremacy of the spiritual over the temporal world. The 
blind were made to see, tne sick were made whole, and the dumb 
did speak. The volume of heaven’s wonders was revealed 
to us by the inspired speaker. These spiritual gifts, so 
extraordinary, and marvellous, were promised to be continued 
to the Church. Christ said to His disciples “ Greater 
works shall ye do, because I go to My Father.” There 
ia nothing inconsistent in the claims of Modem Spiritualism 
and Christianity. One is the expression and the development 
of the other. That which was phenomenally possible in primi
tive Christianity must be as needful ana as possible now. 
Nowhere are these gifts declared to be withdrawn from the 
Church. If the Church had them in the beginning, they are 
retained till now. The Church did not bestow them in the 
beginning, and the Church cannot take them away. Healing 
the sick, and the marvellous works which were done of old, were 
done in harmony with the Divine plan, and if men would only 
submit themselves to the same conditions, the miraculous vitality 
of the primitive Church could be resumed by us. These 
extraordinary phenomena to which the Spiritualist lays claim 
are of the same nature and character as those which were wit
nessed in the early Church, and they are calculated to meet the 
growing scepticism of the age by a complete defeat The 
Church should not stand aloof, and denounce Spiritualism as a 
fraud. It will prove the Church’s best friend. It will defeat 
the Atheist, tne Secularist, and the Materialist—the three 
formidable foes of modem faith. If nature comes to the aid of 
faith, and establishes by phenomena the immortality of the 
soul—if it come to be written in scientific books as a truth 
demonstrable—there can be no room for fear or doubt. Every 
man will stand upon the hallowed ground of a realised fact, 
and upon the strength of that fact will his devotion be 
pure and his piety constant It will add certainty to faith 
and resolution to hope. Man will look into the shoreless ex
panse of eternity and see the hand of his Creator leading him to 
the grand goal of his immortal being. Fear and doubt are the 
strongest enemies to the believer’s life in the sanctuary and in 
the closet The anxious inquirer ponders the problem, and 
cries in his soul for some objective evidence of the truthfulness 
of the Church’s teachings. Without Modem Spiritualism the 
Church affords not this invaluable succour. It stands helplesB 
before the onslaughts of the infidel. Time will not permit us 
tonight to detail the nature of spiritual phenomena, as it is 
presented in your midst to-day. However, we may be permitted 
to testify to a few facts. We have known reliable and ex
perienced men and women, bitterly opposed to the subject, have 
evidence presented to them of a most convincing nature. 
Departed friends have presented themselves and given undoubted 
eviaenoe of their identity, by a narration of experiences only 
known to themselves. Fathers have met children, and children 
have met fathers, and have exchanged unmistakable proofs of a 
personal continuance of life. They have been recognised in the 
phenomena of materialisation. Their presence has been made 
known by the remarkable power of clairvoyance. Entrance- 
ment has developed a power of inspiration as beautiful as any 
which distinguished any age of eloquence. The healing art 
is practised with success to-day, and could be easily developed 
in usefulness, if the Church applied itself to the study of the 
spiritual force of human nature. The inherent capability of the 
human organism for removing or alleviating suffering would be 
recognised as a source of stability to the Church itself. We do 
not say that there is anything miraculous or contrary to the 
laws of nature in these phenomena. Man, originally, from the 
beginning, has remained the same. The marvellous works which 
were done by the Apostles can be done now. But nothing can 
be done now which is not in harmony with natural law. The 
sooner the Church brings itself to recognise this truth the 
better able will it be to struggle with its outward foes. We 
have in our midst now sensitive persons who can be operated 
on by Spirits, and made to do the will of an invisible intelligence. 
By acting upon the vital fluid of a sensitive, a Spirit can control 
a medium. A medium is a person who is more or leas suscep
tible to the will and control of another, and this susceptibility 
is increased by repeated and frequent exercise of the power. 
Mediums are not all alike. Some have the gift of healing, some 
of speaking, some of writing, some of clairvoyance, and some 
even of speaking with tongues. Manifestations of these 
spiritual gifts are very widely spread over England. Thousands 
could bear testimony to its truth. The subject is and has 
been investigated by men of note in every walk of life.

Scientific men, noblemen, literary men, and men of all 
classes distinguished for ability and learning, after a full 
investigation have, without hesitation, attested the genuineness 
of the manifestations which took place in their presence. 
Therefore, we say that a case has been made out on behalf of 
Modern Spiritualism to be recognised and utilised by the Church 
itself, that it may become strong to defeat its own doubts, and, 
in the full reliance of its hope, do battle with the hard foes 
which deny the immortality of the soul. If Spiritualists 
do not universally retain their allegiance to the doctrines 
of the Church of England, it matters but very little. 
The Church, by fairly and squarely investigating the alleged 
facts, will bring together into one focus philosophers and thinkers 
who otherwise might have remained outside the pale of the 
Church. To shelve the question by saying that Spiritualism is 
an imposition displays either presumption or ignorance. All 
that we ask of you is to fairly and squarely investigate the 
subject without prejudice or partiality, and we doubt not but 
that soon the spiritual world, with its millions of happy Spirits, 
will help on with enthusiasm the labour of Christian unfold- 
ment, and give you those needful assurances so necessary to the 
Christian to do battle with the internal and external foes of 
everlasting truth.

Dr. Eastwood.
Dr. Eastwood, President of the North of England Branch of 

the British Medical Association, said it was his duty on behalf 
of the medical profession to say that medical men were, gener
ally speaking, believers in the Christian religion, and that very 
few of them were secularists or infidels. The British Medical 
Association commences its annual meeting every year by prayer 
and praise, by public worship at the place where they assemble, 
and some years ago the Association met in Manchester to the 
number of 1,100 members, and the sermon was preached by the 
Bishop of Manchester in his own cathedral. Again, some half
dozen of the medical profession were also members of the 
Committee for the present Church Congress. These facts were 
sufficient to shew that the medical profession, as a whole, sets 
its face against either Spiritualism, scepticism, or infidelity ; 
and, with regard to the Spiritualism, he said, as a physician, 
that the question concerned medical men very seriously, 
because, without understanding the whole man, it was impossible 
to understand either bodily or mental diseases. For 
mental diseases themselves were the result of bodily 
diseases; they were the result of disease in the 
condition of our bodily structure, whether that structure be 
liver or brain. It was the universal belief, with very few ex
ceptions, that the manifestations of Spiritualism were not 
the manifestations of Spirits, but were false, and that 
the majority were really caused in the way that had been 
mentioned that evening, and got up on purpose, the mediums 
themselves being Spiritualists. Spiritualism had added nothing 
to our knowledge of the human mind or spiritual part of our 
nature ; and psychologists recognised that it had not added to 
our information in any degree whatever, for the manifestations 
might be fairly explained by the knowledge we already possess. 
Again, some persons might themselves be deceived, and assume 
the phenomena might be true—some persons might believe in 
what they exhibited, but they were at the same time deceived, 
and the manifestations brought forward were not true manifesta
tions. The duty of the Church with regard to Spiritualism 
was to preach Christ and Him crucified, and to war against it on 
every occasion ; and the duty of the Church against Spiritualism 
was very much to let it alone, and let it die away, as many other 
false impressions had died away.

Mr. Stephen Bourns.
Mr. Stephen Bourne said that as to Spiritualism, his experience 

with those who professed to deal with the other world was that 
they had never been able to operate upon himself. He was 
wanting in the preliminary of faith, it appeared. There was 
nothing more mysterious in that which the Spiritualists had to 
show than in what had been produced by professed conjurors. 
Messrs. Maskelyne and Cooke had produced things which to the 
uninitiated were quite as inexplicable. The Spiritualists had never 
done anything useful. If the Spiritualists had anything like 
the power they pretended, of being able to communicate 
with the Spirit world, they would be able to make their fortunes 
on the Stock Exchange any day. (Laughter and “ hear, hear.”) 
It was folly for the Church to waste its time in meeting Spirit
ualism, for the Spiritualists possessed an amount of ingenuity 
which would tax the ingenuity of the wisest and best men. It 
was not for the Church to enter upon this task. Let it be left 
to the scientists and conjurors; and let the Church go on 
preaching the simple truths of the Gospel and striving to infuse 
into the minds ana hearts of the people that which would en
able them to overcome all the armoury of evil that could be 
brought to bear on them.

■ Tne meeting concluded with a hymn and the Benediction.
Mr. T. P. Barkas, who had asked for an opportunity of 

speaking on behalf of Spiritualism, was not called upon by the 
chairman.

The Church Congress.—We availed ourselves of the oppor
tunity afforded by the meeting of the Church Congress to 
distribute amongst the clergy and other visitors a large 
number of copies of Light, and also of the Bev. Dr Maurice 
Davies*  “ Letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury.”
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
Contributed by "M A. (Oxon.)."

I am asked whether my converse with Spirits was, on a 
particular occasion, synchronous with the writing of a message 
through my hand. Yes ; on that occasion, one of many in 
which I was engaged in a series of experiments long since 
abandoned, I was conscious of a separate existence, linked, how
ever, with the body, and of conversing with Spirits whom I 
knew, while one of them conveyed the message in question. 
The full history of these experiments, which I hope one day to 
publish in detail, is extremely curious ; and the evidence I 
obtained of the power of Spirit over matter, and of the inde
pendent life of Spirit, even while it is the tenant of a physical 
body, has never faded from my mind. Evidence, much the 
same in kind, though not so impressive in degree, I have obtained 
from mesmeric experiments. The contemptuous way in which 
one mesmerised subject always speaks of “body,” and expresses 
his diBgust at returning to it, is quite analogous to what 
my own feelings were, though my interest was greatly 
excited by watching what was going on. I may say that the full 
details of these experiments cover a wide area, and cannot be 
satisfactorily abridged. The conclusions I arrived at incline me 
strongly to the belief I have often expressed in some modified 
form of Berkley’s theories about matter. Spirit is the great 
fact. But perhaps the antithesis between spirit and matter is not 
so complete as we think. I often wonder whether the phenome
non of form manifestation be not most easily explained as a 
transference of the body or form from the plane of spirit to the 
plane of matter. Is it possible that the change may sometimes be in us 
the observers I In my ordinary state I see material objects. In 
the state to which I passed on the occasion in question, material 
objects were shadowy and unreal, and Spirit was real and ob
jectively palpable to my inner sense. Does this offer any hint 
at a solution of that surpassing mystery which we call 
Materialisation 1_________________ _

The Times has recently published a long article on “ The 
Sufis,” who may be described as the Protestants of Mahomme- 
danism. A good deal of curious infoi mation is given about 
Eastern Spiritualism, and especially about the Dervishes, who 
are compared, in respect of the methods used to induce spiritual 
exaltation, to the Hebrew Prophets. Saul among the Prophets 
quoted as the prototype of a dancing Dervish must be rather 
startling to some orthodox and straight-laced readers ! The 
allusions to modern Spiritualism are curt and contemptuous. 
The facts are too near home : it does not so much matter when 
the scene is laid in the East. Nobody minds a description of a 
dancing Dervish, but opinion runs high about the modem 
medium. Accordingly we have a few commonplaces about 
hysteria, obvious imposture, vulgarity, and the like, and then 
the writer passes on to the less dangerous and more distant 
ground of Eastern Spiritualism. Even the Times, however, no 
longer attempts to deny that the phenonema called Spiritual have a 
real and substantive existence. That is more than it would have 
done n few years ago.

The Sufis seem to be singularly independent of external 
forms of faith. Thoroughly imbued with the belief that “ the 
Kingdom of'Heaven is within,” and that real communion with 
God is to be obtained only by those who have developed in them
selves the true spiritual life, the Sufi cares little for any special 
form of theology. To him wordy speculations about God arelittle 
worth. External teaching and exhortation affect him impercep
tibly. He knows that his development, his purification, hit 
growth, must come from within, and he adopts such means aa 
best conduce to these ends without any particular regard to the 
source from which he get*  them. He may or may not be wise 
in cutting himself off from external supports, but it seems to me 
that he has grasped a cardinal truth when he holds to the idea 
that development must come from within, and that no exacti
tude of ritual observance, or accuracy of dogmatic belief, can 
be of any value apart from this. It is a very cheering sign that 
so many minds now grasp this truth, and are bold to use, each 
for its own growth, the means that best subserve their purpose. 
I have little doubt that the freedom and breadth of thought 
fostered by Spiritualism has largely furthered this result It 
is essentially an emancipating influence.

The belief in the power of the soul to travel beyond the 
body is beautifully expressed in the following lines from the 
poems of Mowlana Rumi, the founder of one of the orden of 
Dervishes

“ Thy hand of power doth every night set free 
Unnumbered souls from their corporeal snares,

And prisoners taste the sweets of liberty, 
And emperors shake off imperial cares. 
Such is the semblance which the Dervish wears, 
‘ Asleep yet waking ’ to the eyes of. men. 
Each natural law a false construction bears ;

The hand that writes it is unseen, and then
The world ascribes the action to the moving pen.

“ When deepest slumber doth the sense infold
Into the regions of the Infinite,

Men’s spirits wander free and uncontrolled.
But when the Morning, armed for the fight, 
With golden buckler and with sword of light, 

Drives off his dusky foeman—Night, the herd 
Of souls return to their accustomed site; 

Then is the falconer’s shrill whistle heard, 
And to his master’s hand returns the errant bird.

“ When morning's beams illumine all the earth,
And the bright eaglet plumes his radient wings,

Then like the angel who presides at birth,
‘ He, who divideth light from darkness,’ brings 
The spirits back from their late wanderings;

But though He loose their bridles, He doth keep 
The Spirits tethered by mysterious strings

Each to its body. Such a mystery deep
Lies in the thought of ‘ Death and his twin brother 

Sleep!”’

Peary Chand Mittra puts forth in Calcutta a little pamphlet 
on “The Soul, itsNature and Development,” which contains some 
aphorisms from sages in various lands, and some original reflec
tions which are not without interest, especially to the student 
of Hindu ideas. Yoga, or the method of developing psychic 
power, comes in for treatment; and this journal is credited with 
two articles “Sensuous Spirits” and “Spiritual Teachings” 
which confirm the author’s view that “ undeveloped Spirits who 
live in the earth, or under it, if they do not actually eat, enjoy 
the aroma of human food. ” We hardly remember this ; nor did 
we quite recognise at first our old friend Epes Sargent under 
his disguise of “ Sergent Epis. ” In an appendix we have some 
details of stances held in Calcutta, at some of which Mr. 
Alexander Calder and Mr. J. G. Meugens were present. Mr. 
Meugens testifies to the genuineness of what he saw; but he can 
hardly have assimilated all he heard, if the following is taken as a 
specimen. A Hindu medium at one of the sittings “ was con
vulsed, left the room, and climbed up a tree, from which he was 
brought down, and laid flat on the carpet ... He wrote : 
‘lam a native of Jessore. I was murdered for Rs. 5,000. 
Since my death I have been living on the top of a Bata tree on 
the Barrackpore-road for the last 24 years !’ ” How gruesome! 
Baboo P. C. Mittra is profoundly earnest, and his very sincerity 
inspires respect.

By the way, can any correspondent tell me whether the fol
lowing Latin translation of Jane Taylor’s nursery lines, 
“ Twinkle twinkle, little star,” is original ! They were written 
“ independently,” or in the way that Slade gets his messages,
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“ under test conditions, and in full gas-light,” in the presence 
of Mr. J. L. O’Sullivan, in May, 1880, through the mediumship 
of Alexander Phillips, at his rooms, 133, West Thirty-sixth- 
street, New York Dr. J. R. Buchanan was also present

“ Mica, mio», parva atelia : 
Miror quoenam sis tarn veils, 
Splendens eminens in illo 
Alto velut gemma ccelo.”

The phenomena is the same whether the lines are original or not 
But I seem to think that I have seen them before.

M. A. (Oxon.).

EXTRAORDINARY SEANCE WITH MR EGLINTON

On Friday evening, September 30th, I had the pleasure of 
being present at the house of Captain James on the occasion of 
the farewell sdance of Mr. Eglinton, the well-known medium, 
who is about to leave this country for India. The party consisted 
of Captain James (the host), Sir William and Lady Topham, Miss 
Riccalton, General Maclean, Colonel Evans, Mr. Collingwood, 
Signor Rondi, Mr. Wilding, and myself. We sat in full gas
light round a large table, and engaged in conversation, in the 
course of which the medium appeared to be suffering great bodily 
pain, and,addressing Sir William Topham, said, “This feeling 
is connected with a ring you are wearing on your finger; a 
battle field has been shewn to me and some one you knew well 
has been shot I feel as if I had been shot myself. The person 
who once owned that ring was shot on a field of battle ; I am 
sure of it Another friend of yours took that ring from his 
hand and brought it to you as a memento. ”

The correctness of this communication was acknowledged by 
Sir William, who explained to the company afterwards that the 
friend who had brought him the ring, not being able to detach it 
from the dead man’s hand, was obliged to cut off the finger to 
preserve this “ memento.”

The medium also gave a detailed description of a departed 
lady friend of Sir William Topham, with some peculiarity of the 
features, giving the familiar name by which Sir William was in 
the habit of calling her, announcing also that she was present.

Mr. Eglinton having torn some strips of paper requested two 
or three of the circle to write names upon them and fold them 
securely. These remained upon the table in full gaslight, no 
one touching them. He then requested permission to take 
off his coat, which being at once complied with, he bared 
his arms to the shoulders. He then, by a lighted taper, set fire 
to the pieces of folded paper, rubbing the charred remains on his 
arms. On the left arm, near Sir William, came the name, dis
tinctly visible, of the friend who had been previously mentioned, 
with the addition “ W----- is here. ” On the right arm appeared
the name “ Mary ” for Colonel Evans. The medium then gave 
several names to others in the circle, which appeared to be 
recognised with satisfaction.

After a little break some blank cards, which had been well 
examined by all present, were placed on the table, and General 
Maclean tore a corner off one of them, putting it into his pocket 
This card was placed, in full gaslight, in a folding slate 
belonging to Captain James, with the smallest possible crumb 
of lead pencil laid on the top of it Two other blank cards 
were similarly placed between the leaves of books taken at 
hazard from a table. We were told to place our hands firmly on 
the slate and books, which were untouched by the medium. I, 
as well as one or two others who listened attentively, could 
distinctly hear faint, but sharp, clickings similar to an 
electrio telegraph whilst the writing was going on. 
The medium placed his hands in turn on the top of ours. 
On opening the alate, a distinct message was found written on 
the card in a bold hand, recognised by General Maclean as from 
a Spirit who had some time previously given him a detailed 
account of her unhappy life on earth. On releasing the card 
from the book which I and Mr. Collingwood had firmly held 
under our hands, a message to myself was found in a fine 
■mail handwriting, signed by the name of one who had been in 
Spirit communion with me for nearly 30 yean.

The crowning effort of Mr. Eglinton’s powers was reserved, 
however, for Captain James. As nothing appeared on his card, 
the medium desired him to tightly clasp his hands, which he 
did and held them then in full view. Mr. Eglinton then 
placed his hand on the closed fist of Captain James, and with 
an effort which appeared to shake his frame, and which was 
almost painful to witness, withdrew his hand, and on the palm 

of Captain James’ hand lay a small note in a writing recognised 
by a sitter near me, as that of a person still in the flesh, unable 
to communicate by any other means.

In the dark stance afterwards, we had the well-known voices 
of “ Joey ” and other of Mr. Eglinton’s controls, who gave 
pleasant messages and departed with “ Good night! God bless 
you 1 ’’ all round. It will be observed that there is a wonderful 
development of Mr. Eglinton’s powers of mediumship, and we 
all regretted his near departure. Such mediums, who can stand 
the test of gaslight, are greatly wanted in our midst; and we 
must hope that he will meet with deserved sucoess in his visit to 
India, and return in full power to his many friends and well
wishers in England.

C. FitzGmald.

NOTES OF A PHENOMENON DIRECTED BT 
INTELLIGENCE.

Many of your older readers who knew Mrs. Marshall in her 
aunt’s time, must remember curious phenomena presenting 
themselves through her mediumship. It is much to be desired 
that they should devote some of the time they give in relating 
them orally to relating them with the pen. Let me appeal to 
them now. It is not too late to inform the rising generation how 
very varied are the manifestations of the spirit, or, if they 
like better, psychic action. For the relators it would be use
ful practice. We all like our narratives to be listened to. 
By writing them they would have a thousand readers, where 
by speech they have but a few listeners. The phenomena I 
witnessed from time to time were interesting to me in pro
portion to their being associated with intelligence.

For instance, one evening there, a friend said that he had 
seen the light of a candle extinguished by the little table, and 
Mrs. Marshall said that at the close of the circle I might ask for it 
to be done. That time coming, I reminded her. Two candles 
were burning, one on the mantelpiece, the other on the large 
table near the little stance table, a small circular one. I asked 
if the Spirit would now put the candle out The alphabet was 
called, and this was spelt out: “ No, the light” I liked 
the correction. Mrs. Marshall stood up, drew the candlestick 
with its lighted candle to near the edge of the table on which it 
was, and rested the fingers of both hands on the small table at 
which we had been seated, between its edge and centre, inviting 
me to do the same on my side. I stood up and did so ; my fingers 
resting near hers. The table rose from the floor, took on a 
swinging motion in the direction of the candle, until it described 
a vertical ellipse, drawing nearer and nearer to the candle, and 
when quite close it lengthened its sweep a little, dipped down 
upon the flame, drew away and gently descended to its starting 
point. On examination, the wick had been depressed just to 
the point of extinguishing the flame ; it was not pressed into the 
candle.

I thought of that Nasmyth hammer that, although heavy 
enough to forge ships’ anchors, can be adjusted so nicely as to 
crack eggs. But here we had in operation, between table and 
candlestick, a force more complex and requiring more calculation 
than that exercised by the engineer with the hydraulic hammer 
in cracking an egg.

Mrs. Marshall’s visitors generally believed that they saw 
what they saw, and some would take scientific friends to see 
this phenomenon and investigate further, and I know that some 
did so. One whom I knew admitted what he saw and went 
away thinking about it When he got back into his own sphere 
he related the experiment to scientific friends. This, as he told 
me, was how it was discussed and settled :—

“ The thing you describe requires a tangible operator, who 
has to make a mathematical calculation and mechanically apply 
it Certainly it would be awkward with a table and two pairs of 
hands—you say fingers, but fingers are ends of hands—but with 
practice one does not know what cannot be done. Yes, there is 
another difficulty ; the operator must see through the table top ; 
that would be clairvoyance, which we do not admit. No, the 
table, as in Brewster’s experiments, must have seemed to you 
to move.”

“ But the extinguishing of the flame 1" I asked him; “ was 
that illusion ?”

“ You call Mrs. Marshall a medium; perhaps she can cause 
illusion. ”

“But Mrs. Marshall herself; is she an illusion?” My 
scientific friend shrugged his shoulders. I said, “ Were you 
yourself, if there, an illusion 1 Or are you now only under 
“ * scientific ’ illusion ?” - D.

Digitized by Google



320 LIGHT. {October 8, 1881.

REVIEW.
Evhntngb at Homs nr Spiritual Siance, Prefaced and Welded 

Together by a Species of Autobiography. By Miss 
Houghton. First Series. London: Trilbner and Co.

This, the latest addition to the literature of Spiritualism, is a 
handsome volume of a unique and remarkable character. It is 
exactly what it professes to be, a simple, straightforward account 
of the Spiritualistic experiences of the writer, connected by 
autobiographical details and incidents of family history. These 
commenced in the year 1859. The present volume oontains the 
history of them down to the year 1870, and it is intended in a 
few months to publish a second volume comprising the 
succeeding ten years.

The kind of phenomena which form the bulk of Miss 
Houghton’s experiences are among the most difficult of treatment 
in the whole range of Spiritualism. Being mainly either of an 
entirely subjective character, or consisting of work done in 
obedience to subjective impulses, they are outside the limits of 
ordinary tests and evidence in proof of their genuineness, or of 
their being what they profess to be.

It is, however, important to bear in mind, and it is especi*  
ally necessary for the non-Spiritualistic reader to observe this 
fact in the book, that Miss Houghton's earliest experiences were 
physical manifestations of a clear and undoubted character, and 
that she received indisputable proofs through such phenomena of 
the identity of certain communicating Spirits. Speaking of some 
of these, she says :—“ These two tests were to me all-sufficient, 
and I have never since wavered. Some persons seem to think 
that I was too easily convinced ; but in my opinion, if anything 
is a fact, there is no merit in placing difficulties in the way, 
instead of accepting that fact ”

This last is an instructive remark. There is no doubt an 
amount of blind credulity among Spiritualists, and there is also 
a great amount of equally unreasonable incredulity among in
quirers and non-believers.

Miss Houghton has thus a firm basis for her belief in Spirit
ualism, andasanaturaloonsequenceof this, herfaith in subsequent 
manifestations was unquestioning, even when this faith could no 
longer be supplemented by objective proofs. Here, however, a 
divergence will commence between the writer and most of her 
readers, including even, we should imagine, the majority of 
Spiritualists.

What we mean is this. We may fully believe that Miss 
Houghton was in communication with intimate friends, and 
members of her own family who had gone before into the Spirit 
world ; but when a few pages further, we are as calmly told of 
messages from the great names of antiquity, and from the highest 
orders of Spiritual beings, we feel we are justified in assuming 
an attitude of suspense, if not of incredulity. The writer may 
be individually justified in her own unquestioning faith but no 
offenoe ought to be either given, taken, or implied, if her readers 
are unable to take the same position.

The outsider, and also some Spiritualists, will now begin to 
talk of “lying Spirits” and “deception.” But we wish to be 
dearly understood that we do not admit the necessary introduc
tion of any such idea. We may believe in the absolute honesty 
of the medium, as in the present case, but we know far too little 
of the other powers and influences at work to justify us in coming 
to conclusions implying wilful deception.

To our mind there are possible explanations of these curious 
phenomena, without involving an intention to mislead on the 
part either of mediums here or of intelligences there. The ques
tion of the names given in Spiritualistic messages is one of the 
most perplexing problems we have to deal with. A volume of 
the kind we are now noticing, as a record of manifestations of 
this kind, may become a valuable aid in its ultimate solution. 
But we fear the writer must be prepared for severe comments in 
response to her courage in publishing some of her experiences of 
this nature.

The volume is full of personal allusions and reminiscences, 
interesting to those who are more or less acquainted with the 
names introduced. We oould, however, have wished that the 
domestio incidents of the latter part had been more condensed, 
and we would venture to throw out a hint to this effect in the 
preparation of the second series.

The great charm of the book lies in its sincerity, in the 
Straightforward simplicity of its style, and in the high tone and 
poetic beauty of many of the communications. It will occupy a 
place in the history of modern Spiritualism which could not else 
be filled, and there is no one but Miss Houghton who could have 
written it.

PARALYSED BY A PRAYER MEETING AND RESTORED 
BY PRAYER.

Susan, daughter of John Hayden, of New Bedford, was struck 
by religious excitement in the African Bethel Church, on the 
evening of March 4. She was able to walk home with assist
ance on that evening in March, but an hour afterward became 
helpless, and was put to bed, and has kept there ever since. At 
first she would make some convulsive movements at any sudden 
noise, but in a few weeks she became oblivious to everything. 
Several physicians were successively employed and dismissed, 
but no change appeared. She was unable to swallow anything 
except the thinnest liquid, and her diet for months was milk, 
occasionally with a raw egg stirred in it. The last physician 
was a Baltimore Spiritualist, who’professed to be controlled by 
the Spirit of “ Dr. Rush,” and her medicines were administered 
during August The pastor of Bethel Church on Wednesday, 
10th inst., assembled some of the leading members of the 
church at Mr. Hayden’s residence to pray that the girl might 
recover her sight. This was done by direction of Mn. Edward 
Mix, of Wolcottville, Ct, who has some reputation for 
healing by the power of prayer. At 2.30 o’clock they engaged in 
prayer in the little girl’s bedroom, Mrs. Mix praying at her 
home at the same time for the same object. While they were 
praying Susan shed tears profusely, and, as they afterwards 
sang, she began to laugh, and continued laughing until they 
stopped singing. These were the first signs of returning intel
ligence of any account, and she has since been improving. To
day she recognises her friends, answers questions by a nod or 
shake of the head, and seems to know all that is going on. She 
opens her eyes, and, except her weakness, appears to be in 
possession of her faculties. Her appetite is good. She is 
able to move her hands considerably. She is beginning to 
regain her voice, but has not yet obtained control of the 
muscles of the tongue, throat, and lips sufficiently to articu
late. Yesterday she seemed to enjoy having the Bible read to 
her, and listened attentively to an account of her illness as given 
in one of the newspapers. In the article she was spoken of as 
being in a trance, but she contradicted that, and gave her friends 
to understand that she has been conscious of what has occurred 
all the time, through the senses of touch and hearing. Mrs. 
Mix has proposed that two other seasons of prayer be held, to 
intercede for the restoration of Susan’s speech and general 
strength, but the times have not been fixed. The present 
condition of the patient is of good promise for complete 
recovery.—Beaton Herald.

THE SEVENTH SON OF A SEVENTH SON.
The following is extracted from a letter of a correspondent of 

the Invemeee Courier, dated from Nether, Lochaber:—In 
the Highlands, the seventh son of a seventh son, whom we 
might call a eeptemgeminue, is believed to be born with some 
remarkable gift. A few weeks ago I had the opportunity of a long 
confidential talk with a well-known man of this kind, whose 
gift is that of healing; he is a respectable crofter, highly 
spoken of by his minister and his laird. He told me that in 
healing he made use of no medicines, nor applications of any 
kind, that whatever good he did proceeded from himself by 
simple manipulation. In epilepsy he strokes the patient with 
his hands, as he said, “ in the natural direction with the grain,” 
from above downwards; in scrofula, from below upwards. 
He could not always effect a thorough cure, but he rarely fail, to 
alleviate pain. His success is speediest and most certain when, 
at the moment of manipulation, he himself is in best and 
soundest health of body," and when,” as he expressed it,“I have 
been able to get into my heart a very strong wish and desire for 
the patient’s recovery. ” “If I am in any way out of sorts myself,” 
he went on, “ and cannot fix my whole heart very strongly on 
the case, I find I am not able to be of much use.” I myself 
knew of a lad in my own parish, continues the correspondent, 
who had scrofula badly. It appears that he has been cured by 
this healing process. “ Sir,” said our eeptemgeminue, “ he 
came to me, and after stroking him in the usual way on three 
different occasions, he recovered, and is now as well and hearty 
as can be. When you pass Mr. C.’s farm you will find him 
there as a ‘halflin,’and will see for yourself.” He makes no 
charge beyond travelling outlay. Patients mostly come to hi™. 
He only knows one other man who is, like himself, the un
doubted seventh son of a seventh son, and he lives in ths 
Island of MulL He has the same healing gifts as himself, 
and is very suooessful in Mull, and on the mainland of 
Lome.
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A GHOST AT NOONDAY.

We have received the following extraordinary narrative from 
a correspondent for whose good faith and professional acuteness 
of observation we can vouch. He substantiates his story with 
full details of dates, names, and places, which, however, for the 
sake of the survivors, he does not wish to be published. Without 
any further preface, we lay his letter before our readers :—

“ As my wife and I were sitting at breakfast with a friend 
whom I will call Mr. A. then on a visit for the first time to our 
house and neighbourhood—our maid-servant passed out of the 
room on her way to the kitchen. As she closed the door Mr. 
A. startled me by saying, ‘ I saw a spirit of a man following that 
woman, who, as he passed, said distinctly in my hearing, *'  God 
judgeth not as man judgeth. I was innocent of the murder for 
which I have been hanged. I was there, but I did not strike 
the blow.”’ ‘What is it like?’ I asked. He replied by 
describing a young Irishman whom I recognised at once as the 
husband of my domestic, who a year or two before had been 
executed on the charge of murder. Mr. A., a complete 
stranger to the locality, had only met me for the first time two 
days before, and he was totally ignorant of the crime in which 
my servant was so deeply interested. For obvious reasons the 
subject was never alluded to in our household, where the 
widow was regarded with feelings of sympathy, which led us to 
avoid as much as possible all reference to her husband’s fate. I 
had previously good reason to doubt whether the evidence against 
him justified his execution. He had died protesting his inno
cence. His wife and friends were firmly convinced that, although 
he had been in the fight, it was not by his hand the fatal 
blow had been dealt In addition to this, I had good reason to 
believe that the real murderer was still at large. You can easily 
imagine my astonishment when Mr. A. thus suddenly 
ventured upon forbidden ground, and abruptly declared that 
the spirit of a man who had Buffered the capital penalty, 
and whose personal appearance exactly coincided with 
that of the unfortunate Irishman, was actually following the ser
vant about the house proclaiming his innocence in accents which, 
although inaudible to me, my guest declared were perfectly 
audible to him. I had heard that Mr. A. had been a ‘ seer,’ but I 
was not a little startled at this striking illustration of his peculiar 
faculty. I remarked that it was very strange, and informed 
him that the woman whom he had just seen for the first time 
with her ghostly companion was really the widow of an executed 
felon. Some time afterwards he exclaimed : ‘ There he is again, 
repeating the same words ! ’ Intensely interested by this sudden 
and apparently supernatural confirmation of my suspicions, I 
determined to put the seership of my guest to what I regarded 
as a cracial test I told Mr. A. that shortly afterwards I was 
going into the town, and as I should be passing the spot where 
the murder was committed perhaps his ghostly visitant might 
indicate the place where the dead man lay. Some time 
afterwards we started for the town. When we left the house 
Mr. A. remarked, ‘ There he is following us,’ alluding to the 
‘ Spirit ’ When we had proceeded part of the way along the 
road, which was quite unknown to my friend, I made a ddtour 
to make a business call and went along another street, Mr. A. 
following me. Just as, without a word on my part, we were 
turning out of the main road, Mr. A. said, ‘ The spirit is 
standing at the corner. He says we are not going the right way 
towards the place where the murder was committed, ana which 
he has promised to point out to me. ’ I replied, ‘ Oh, we shall 
come out in the main road again by-and-by before we 
reach the Bpot.’ We proceeded on about a quarter of a mile, 
and having done my business and struck the main road again— 
which differed, I may remark, from none of the other roads we 
had traversed—Mr. A. Boon after declared, ‘ There is that man 
just on there, waiting for us. ’ As we continued our walk, I 
purposely refrained from uttering a word, or even from think
ing, as far as I could, about the murder, so as to prevent any 
possibility of my companion obtaining any clue. As we were 
passing through one of the lowest parts of the town Mr. A. 
suddenly exclaimed :—‘ He tells me that it was here the murder 
was committed. It was just there (pointing to the place in the 
road where the murdered man fell). I see the hubbub and 
confusion rise up before me as a picture, with the people 
round He, however, again tells me that he did not strike the 
fatal blow. He does not excuse himself from being morally 
guilty as being mixed up with those who accomplished the 
dea h of the man, but strongly maintains that he was not the 
murderer.' I will only add in relation to the last incident that 
Mr. A. described the exact spot were the murder was committed, 
and the circumstances in connection therewith. How can 
you account for that ? Mr. A. had never been in the town 
before ; he had never lived within a couple of hundred miles 
of it; he did not know till within a day or two before he 
arrived that he would ever visit it; he could not by any 
possibility have known that the poor woman in my employ was 
the widow of a man who was hanged. He had no conceivable 
interest in deceiving me, nor was he concerned to prosecute 
the matter any further. I have in vain attempted to account 
fdr his story, nor can I on any of the popular hypotheses explain

to my own satisfaction how he saw that ghost at noonday. 
That he did see it he assured me, much to my surprise, when no 
one expected any such revelation; and, whatever he saw, it 
certainly led him to the exact place where the murder was 
committed.”

THB LATE HARRIET MARTINEAU.
The name of Harriet Martineau has been mentioned amongst 

the names of eminent persons who had satisfied themselves of 
the reality of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism. In re
ference to this question Mr. Henry G. Atkinson writes :—

If we turn to the “ Autobiography and Memorials,” page 
426, vol. 3, we find the following letter from Harriet Martineau 
to Mary Carpenter.

“ Ambleside, April 17th, 1866.
“ • . . . What your friend has heard of my belief in

Spiritualism (so-called) is not true. As far as direct personal 
knowledge goes, I am in a state of blank ignoranoe of the whole 
matter. I have never witnessed any of the phenomena, nor 
conversed with any qualified observer who had. This would be 
wrong if I could have helped it, but the whole thing has come 
up (in a popular way) since my illness began. ”

She continued ill and unable to leave her cottage at Amble
side until she died, and in a letter to me not long before her 
death expressed her entire unbelief in the Spirits of the dead 
and a future existence ; but saw no reason for supposing the 
whole matter to be imposture, since between an idea of fraucT and 
the belief in the appearance of the Spirits of the dead presenting 
themselves in our midst, there are many ideas which may occur 
as the solution of the appearances. There may be for instance 
visible Spiritual beings—truthful, or capricious and untruth
ful—or there may occur apparitions in a way unexplained ; 
or “ double ” reflecting somehow or other, as with the 
Indian prince, who, when shewn his own likeness in a mirror, 
ran behind to see who was there; and I think De Morgan said 
that Spirits were a very clumsy way of accounting for the pheno
mena as they had occurred in his time. But as the friend of 
the late Harriet Martineau, I must beg that her name may be 
omitted in any list of believers “ after careful investigation. ” 
Had it been, as assumed, she would have told us about it in the 
“ Autobiography,” in which we find a statement precisely the 
reverse. The letter ends :—

“ About the facts of mesmerism, my position is the same 
that it was twenty years ago—simply because I hold not an 
opinion based on any theory (for I never had any theory on it) 
but knowledge of facts. If Cuvier and other eminent naturalists 
justly insisted that no group of facts in natural history is better 
established on observation and experiment than those of mes
merism, it is not possible for any reasonable person who knows 
the facts to have variable opinions on the case. ”

HENRY G. ATDN80N.
4, Quai de le Douane, 

Boulogne-sur-Mer, France.
September 29th, 1881.

THE MEDIUM, JESSE SHEPARD.
The Chicago Times publishes a communication from Mr. 

Henry Kiddle, in which that gentleman records some remark
able experiences with the medium, Jesse Shepard. “On one 
occasion,” he says, “ while in conversation with the intelligence 
claiming to be Bacon, I took down from my library the volume 
containing the Essays (volume xii. of the Spedding edition) ; 
and, turning to the essay on Atheism, I commenced to read, 
intending to elicit comment I immediately found my auditor 
vastly better acquainted with the work than I was ; indeed he 
read, without seeing the page at all, ahead of me at almost 
every sentence, closing with a reference to the long Latin 
quotation from Cicero which terminates the essay. I found, 
too, that he was similarly familiar with other essays, showing 
either that this presumedly untutored young man must be a 
most wonderful scholar in classical and English literature, or 
there was another and far greater mind behind him using his 
brain. For example, Shepard was quite easily controlled to 
give the Latin quotation from Seneca in the essay on Death. 
. . . The psychic seemed like a person unacquainted with
Latin, repeating what a Latinist was saying to him, making an 
occasional error from the failure to hear distinctly the words. 
The passage as quoted by Bacon is not as Senecawrote it, for, it 
would seem, Bacon usually quoted from memory, and, while 
he gave the substance, often departed from the letter of the 
text. Now, it is a significant fact that this passage was given 
just as we find it in Bacon’s essay. Had Shepard committed 
the whole book of essays to memory, Latin and all,—for he 
certainly did not know that I should refer to this essay at that 
time,—he could not have shown a greater familiarity with them. ”

Miss Lottie Fowler, whose clairvoyant powers are well- 
known to many London Spiritualists, has arrived on a visit to 
this country, and is residing at 2, Vemon-place, Bloomsbury, 
W.C. Since her previous visit to England she has experienced 
much trouble and affliction in her family circle, but she is 
now in very fair health.
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SIMPLICITY OF LIFE.

Through the Mediumship of the Author of "Life Beyond the arave"

UCOH, a OUUIUC Ml ptuu W UllO WI1U CAU1WB IL I

Yes, certainly. Old friends are drawn together after death by 
I’ ’ ■' .......................
defects which were unknown to the other whilst they 

Henoe they soon see that th<

One of the first lessons the disembodied Spirit learns is the 
value of simplicity of life in achieving happiness on earth. 
Simplicity may be defined as an absence of complication in one’s 
surroundings, an approach to a state of innocence. ThuB you 
read of the Norfolk Islanders as living in a state of innocence and 
consequent happiness. They are out of the world and know 
nothing of its conventionalities and its cares, and you would very 
often like also to be out of the world, and enjoy the simple 
pleasures which nature provides with so lavish a hand, in those 
parts of the earth that have not been defiled by man’s civilisation. 
So would thousands in your life, and the feeling is increasing 
yearly amongst the votaries of fashion. They are beginning to 
cry out “ Is life worth living 1" They find that when they have 
enjoyed all that life, as constituted by modern civilisation, can 
afford, they are far from having attained that happiness of which 
they are all so eagerly in pursuit. Alas, how mistaken are their 
aims, how misdirected their road. It is sad to see how little true 
happiness there is in your life, and how simple the remedy if 
people would only adopt it. ■

We say—Reduce your establishments, give up your wealth, 
which brings you no joy ; retain by all means enough to satisfy 
your wants, but keep those wants within narrower limits. Do 
not imagine that because your neighbour has a yacht or a country 
house, a carriage and pair, and a box at the opera, such are 
necessary for your happiness. It is the experience of every one 
who has tried these external aids to happiness that they are a 
failure; but mankind will never learn by the experience of others. 
Each wants to gain admission to the magic circle that constitutes 
the world of fashion, to which he aspireB to belong, and it is not 
until he has wasted the most precious years of his life in dis
covering that happiness is not to be so attained, that he begins 
to ask himself, “ Is the game worth the candle?"

If men could but see the bitter regrets of those who gaze 
back upon their misspent lives after entering the Spirit world ; 
how keen the anguish of soul—how hard it is to undo what has 
been done, and what suffering must be endured before the lost 
ground can be regained—they would not so readily waste 
precious time in vain pursuits. Fully three-fourths of the in
telligent part of mankind are pursuing a wrong track, and their 
spiritual teachers and guides are responsible for it They are 
as blind as those who follow—blind leaders of the blind.

It is not one man in ten thousand who can live the life which 
modem society pursues without being spiritually retarded by 
it, and we can imagine no greater misfortune for a man or 
woman who wants to be happy in this life, than to be drawn into 
the gay world of fashion. The first effect it has on the character 
is to develop selfishness. You are either courted for your 
beauty—if you are a woman—or for your rank, or for your 
money, or for your genius. Your vanity >» flattered, and that 
at once engenders sett-love, pride, ambition, envy, uncharitable
ness, with a little hatred and malice, perhaps, to follow. It 
cannot be otherwise. All history shews that, excepting in very 
rare instances, adulation has demoralised those who receive it. 
We who can see the inner workings of the minds of those who 
move in the ranks of fashionable life, know how hollow is the 
life they lead, how little of true happiness they possess.

When death intervenes then comes a rude awakening. Such 
men are then no longer worshipped, for they do not then possess 
that which attracted their admirers. They have not beauty of 
person, because the body has long since decayed and the beauty 
of the Spirit is marred by self-love. Hence to those who are ah enough in Spirit life to know what is beautiful and what 

eous, the Spirit body of such men is deformed and can no 
more excite admiration than can a humpbacked person in your 
world. You ask : Has it the appearance of a physical deformity 
in the Spirit body,or only in the garments in which it is clothed? 
We answer, in both. The garments are unsightly—ragged, or 
dirty, or tawdry—according to the character of the wearer; for 
each defect of character corresponds to some peculiarity of cos
tume. The Spirit body may be misshapen, though in the flesh 
the owner was lovely and graceful as a sylph. Or it may be the 
countenance that has lost the outward mask of sweetness or 
innocence of expression which so many in your world know how 
to assume ; and in their place expresses the true character of the 
in-dwelling Spirit You ask: Is the pity which the higher Spirits 
would naturally feel towards such, whom perhaps they formerly 
knew in the flesh, a source of pain to the one who excites it ? 
Yes, certainly. Old friends are drawn together after death by , 
the great law of affinities, and they then discover that each had ' 
defects which were unknown to the other whilst they were 
both in the body. Hence they soon see that there is 
less sympathy between them than they supposed and in 
place of being drawn together they are repelled. They 
depart from each other, is., the good leave the bad and the : 
bad are repelled from the good by the pity which they see . 
excited in the breasts of the latter. In proportion as the un- ' 
happy ones are ready to progress so will that pity excite love, i 
btrtin. proportion as they are still in their sins, so will the pity i

place of being drawn together they are repelled, 
depart from each other, is., the good leave the bad 
bad are repelled from the good by C 
excited in the breasts of the latter. In 
happy ones are ready to progress so ’

which they excite disgust and repel them, just aa it would have 
done in the flesh.

Now you see how it is that beauty of body ia often a snare 
in your world, and how fashionable life fosters and encourages 

, self-love in its possessor.
Greater simplicity of life is the want of the age. We say, 

1 cultivate a love of nature, live more in the country, away 
from towns. There you may find happiness. You ask, would 

1 it not be selfish for the good and the rich and intelligent to 
‘ leave the towns where the poor dwell, and where so much 
’ can be done to elevate and raise the latter? You say there 
■ are endless reformatory institutions needed in the towns to 
, benefit the poor, and if the rich ran away from their duties 

in this respect, there would be no one to look after the poor. 
We reply that for one rich person who looks after the needs 
of the poor in ) our great cities there are hundreds who think 
only of themselves, and help to corrupt the poor by their evil 
example, and by the debasing effects of their gold. London 
is full of wealthy people who possess more money than they 
know what to do with—so far as using it wisely is concerned 
These people spend tlieir money on more or less unworthy 
objects, and by reason of their presence in the capital they 
corrupt and demoralise the poor, teaching them to think that 
it is the one thing needful to make money. The rich appear 
to be happy, and so the poor naturally strive to obtain money, 
in order to enjoy the advantages which the rich possess, h 
so doing their self-respect is diminished, they become servile, 
less inclined to work, and only think how they can get money 
without honest toil. Look again at the enormous army of 
men and women retained to wait on, and minister to the 
wants—or rather the fancied wants—of the rich. They an 
all more or less demoralised by the fact The honest 
independent spirit which you find in the man who tills his 
own land and works for no master, is not to be found in 
them. Self-interest requires them to offer respect to those 
whom they do not respect That promotes hypocrisy and 
deception, which is a spiritual deformity. Now, if men lived 
more in the country, and communed more with nature, and if 
every man who wanted to possess a bit of land and maintain him
self on it could achieve his object, how different would your 
society become.

She who has beauty should be content with the admiration 
it excites in the heart of him she would marry. When once 
she oversteps this line, which is the natural and legitimate 
admiration that love should excite, then she is on the high road 
to self-love and its inevitable consequences. Those who poeseei 
rank should use the respect which it excites to set a good example 
in simplicity of life and manly virtues—as did your late Prince 
Consort, as does your present Queen, and many others among 
the ranks of the aristocracy. If everyone who possessed wealth 
would make this rule with himself—to set aside a certain sum 
as being necessary for his wants, and to regard the rest 
as his only as trustee for the deserving poor, how 
easy would it not be for him to spend it I He would 
never have any regret at parting with it, and he would 
certainly reap a rich return for it when he reached the life 
beyond the grave. This is of course assuming that he has not 
spent the money from a selfish desire to benefit himself thus 
indirectly ; but from a real love of his fellow men. And lastly, 
those who possess genius and learning, instead of crowding the 
talons of fashionable people and being lionized, should delight 
in seeing the ignorant enlightened, and in promoting the highest 
interests of their fellow men.

You have often admired the loveliness of the English 
landscape, the graceful trees, the village church, and picturesque 
cottages, and the quiet retirement of the homes of many 
of those who crowd the fashionable world of London in the 
summer season. Their homes are deserted at a time when nature 
is most lovely, and when the life of the country house ought 
to be most attractive. How is this ? It is due to the cravmg 
for excitement that is engendered by a fashionable life. There 
are many causes to account for this incessant craving for excite
ment besides the love of pleasure and the pursuit of happiness 
It is too often to escape unhappiness at home—the unhappiness 
of an unholy marriage. Alas, what a sink of iniquity does not 
this subject tcuch upon ! Those who have sold themselves to the 
devil must needs dance to his piping. He has them in his 
chains, from which there is no escape but death or the Divoroe 
Court We have written of marriage in the Spirit world, but we 
could say much more about marriage in your world, and must 
say more. Suffice it to say that so long as women, and ipen 
marry for money or for social rank, so long will simplicity of life 
as a means of happiness be, for them at least, an impossibility.

. _ Fulfilment of a Dream,.—A few days ago an aged German, 
living on Market-street, left his vest in the store of his employer 
for a short time. When he returned he found that his watch 
had been stolen from the vest The old man a night or two ego- 
dreamed he saw the watch covered with straw in a oorner of the 
yard adjoining the house where he slept The next morning he- 
told his dream and was laughed at by all except the woman head 
of the household. She advised him go and look over the place. 
He did so, and in a few minutes, b;...................................... "
spot designated, found his watch. . 
believer in dreams.—Hartford Timet.

>y poking in the straw in the 
Now the old man is » fan-
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES

“The Spiritualist."
Evidently ignoring the universal experience that popular 

terminology is usually so tenacious of life as to withstand 
all attempts at alteration, the editor of The Spiritualiet is again 
agitating for alterations in the terminology of Spiritualism. He 
advises especially “that healing mediums would do well to call 
a meeting on neutral ground, and to invite a few scientific and 
other persons to meet them, in order to get rid of inaccurate 
words at present in use in the healing art, and to select others 
less objectionable and less prejudicial Not only does the 
misuse of the word ‘ magnetism ’ excite prejudice in the mind of 
every scientific man who approaches the subject, convincing him 
that the speakers scarcely know what magnetism is, but if he 
comes as a patient, the mistaken use of the word establishes a 
point of contention between him and th 3 operator, likely to 
weaken the good effects the mesmeric treatment might have 
given, had their minds been more quiescent and more in 
rapport."

The editor gives the following as the origin of the word 
“psychography,” the title of one of M. A’s (Oxon.) very 
valuable books :—“ Madame Blavatsky in ‘‘ Isis Unveiled ’ 
introduced one good word into the movement, namely, 
‘psychography,’ and it has been of special utility ever since.”

In reference to experimental research in Spiritualism the 
editor says:—“ The valuable self-recording weighing machinery 
generously presented by Mr. Charles Blackburn to Mr. Harrison 
for research with mediums at stances, has this week been taken 
to pieces and stored away. The latter had of late been, single
handed, incurring the rent of a room for the experiments, and 
before they were discontinued, he paid mesmeric sensitives, 
and gave time of value for other purposes in the endeavour
to promote original research. The prosecution of the researches 
one day per week would involve him in a loss of at least 
£100 a year. The investigations are abandoned with regret, 
until those conditions opposed to all good work in Spiritualism 
introduced into the movement of late by a few new-comers, are 
removed.” ---------

“The Medium.”
In an article by “ Medium Ignotum,” criticising the attitude 

of “J.K.,” who writes upon the “Adeptship of Jesus.” exception 
is pretty freely taken to “J.IL’s” conclusions, and the critic, 
ref erring to the objections often urged against Christianity, 
sensibly observes:—

“ The most formidable objections to Christianity as a bar 
to the world’s advancement arise simply from a misunderstand
ing of what Christianity is. Again and again, meeting with some 
denunciation of its assumed errors or inconsistencies, I find on 
inquiry that it is a corruption which Christ never owned. Again 
ana again, when saluted by the seeming discovery of some 
deeper truth or higher ideal which a new age has disclosed, on 
further examination I find it is something whioh Christ himself 
taught, which Christ himself lived. I venture on these remarks
believing they will be in accord with the object which your 
journal is intended to promote. Many timid minds are frightened 
away from the blessings which Spiritualism contains by the need
less tone of antagonism sometimes assumed against Christianity. 
Nor am I able to believe,” says the writer in closing, “that 
any Adeptship or revelation of the Father in future ages can 
foying ** **'*'*̂ AW* X—— x_ ~ xl------- - - — x_ 1—

found, by 
Jesus.”

Mr. Burns in a sort of open letter to eveiybody. writes :— 
“ The Spiritualists, ever fond of descrying holes in the apparel 

of old Dame Ecclesia, scarcely care to contemplate seriously the 
oondition of their own garments. Those who are true 
Spiritualists—and they are not a few—desire to look this 
matter full in the face, and do their duty fearlessly. After all, 
our errors have been of that kind which we were supposed to be 
fighting against Priestcraft, Extemalism, we have declared 
war with, and yet we have berome servile tributaries to them. 
We have hired others to do our spiritualising for us, or cajoled 
them into doing it for nought; and neglected our own spiritual 
development and personal responsibility. . . . After all
that has been done of late it may not be deemed impertinent to 
ask—What have we gained by breaking away from ecclesiastical 
bondage, and becoming the humble servants and reverent 
admirers of the mediumistic adventurer ? I pause for a reply. ”

iptship or revelation of the Father in future ages can 
light a nobler ideal or truer teaching than are to be 

iy those who inquire for them, in the fife and words of

letter to eveiybody. writes:—

“Ths Banner of Light."
The editor writes, in the number of this journal last to 

hand:— .
“ The next issue of this paper commences the fiftieth volume 

of its existence on the plane of journalistic endeavour. In this 
connection it gives us the greatest pleasure to be able to 
announoe that the volume about to commence will be charac
terised by a feature which we feel will call forth the satisfaction 
of our patrons—viz. : We propose to enlarge the Banner of Light 
by four pages, thus making it a twelve instead of an eight-page 
paper, keeping the price of subscription the same as it is at 
present We have decided to make the experiment • trust 
to the generously expressed appreciation of our paY\’ng and the 
public in future to render that experiment a

It is out of no idle compliment that we tender to Mr. Colby 
and his staff our best wishes for the success which, after 25 
years of honourable and valuable labour, they are fully 
entitled to expect, for among the American Spiritual journals 
which reach this country the Banner of Light deservedly 
occupies the leading position as a thoroughly representative 
Spiritualist newspaper. Ever at the service of Spiritualism 
and its worthy workers, the Banner has befriended many a 
struggling medium and speaker, and, from its staunch defence 
of our principles is accepted throughout the great Republic, 
and wherever else the English language is spoken, as the leading 
Spiritual newspaper in the mother land of Spiritualism. That 
its long and worthy career may be indefinitely extended is our 
sincere wish.

Mr. E. W. Wallis has lectured very acceptably to large 
audiences in the S cience Hall, Boston, and he recently had a 
reception tendered him in that city, concerning which it is 
reported that “ he was entranced, and offered a beautiful invo
cation, and for more than an hour responded to questions in a 
most able manner. He was afterwards controlled by an Indian 
Spirit, who oomposed poetry, incorporating words proposed by 
sitters, and also gave an excellent and successful psychometric 
character-reading from a handkerchief handed to him. Mr. 
Wallis reoeived hearty congratulations from all who were 
present.” ---------

“The Herald of Progress."
A lecture, “ God in Nature,” by Mr. J. C. Wright, trance 

speaker, contains many useful thoughts, amongst which is the 
following, illustrative of trust in God :—“The thought displayed 
in the mechanism of the universe is too much for my under
standing to master. But that fidelity to order and that triumph 
of wisdom, as it has kept pace with me in the past and stands 
abreast with me in the present, will not desert me in the 
future. If I had room for a thought that catastrophe would 
break suddenly in upon me and annihilate my existence I 
should be struck with the madness of a sailor ready to perish in 
the angry waters of a world I have no such dread I have 
no place in my understanding for such a fear. I am removed 
out of all the possibilities of despair. Nature’s guarantees of 
my continuity and happiness are sealed on the face of con
sciousness. If I saw my Father in any other light, heaven 
would cease to be a paradise. ”

“ The BeUgto-PhUosoiihleal Journal."
Andrew Jackson Davis having been interviewed by the 

reporter of The Religio-Philosophical Journal, the following 
amongst other questions, w re put and answered :—

“ What is your relation to the phenomenal phases of the 
movement ? ”

“ Perfectly friendly. Why do you ask ? I had supposed my 
position was universally well understood. ”

“ I ask because lately, while at a Camp meeting of Spirit
ualists, I wa*  told yo > were an opponent of the manifestations, 
and had done a great deal to break down circle holding.”

“ The truth is just the reverse. I have done much to pro
mote the formation of investigating circles. As evidences of 
a future existence to the senses of mankind, I regard real 
spiritual phenomena as at once m<»t desirable and indispens
able. Investigating circles for such uses should be tuuliiplied 
and perpetuated.”

“If this is your position, why do certain Spiritual sts 
indulge in bitterness and acrimony toward you ? ’

“ Misunder tan ding is at the bottom of it all. While I 
have unwaveri ngly favoured the development of real manifes- 
tat ons. I have on the other hand opposed uncompromisingly 
the unworthy uses of mediumship.”

“ What do you mean by unworthy uses 1”
“ Nearly all the later phases are forms of abuse—such as 

fortune-telling, trick-performing, miracle-working, and wonder 
story telling. Among these may be classed such acts as are 
called ‘parafine spirit mounds,’ ‘flower tests,’ ‘form materi- 
lizations/ and other performances in the dark, or in such a 
dim twilight that no human eye can be positive about what 
is transpiring, or whether or not the medium is true or false. ”

—which .....
communication which appeared some short time since in this; 
journal from the pen of M. A. (Oxon.), entitled “The Claims 
of Occultism.”

■' The Theoeopblrt.’*
The Theoeophist for September has an article by “ H.P.B.” 
rhich we take to be the initials of Madame Blavatsky—on a 

_______ l ‘ ± 1 some short time since in this; 
journal from the pen of M A. (Oxon.), entitled “The Claims 
of Occultism.” This communication Madame Blavatsky quotes 
at length, with foot-notes, but as these notes are simply ex.- 
planatory, and offer no corrections oi M. A, (Oxen’s) oriti- 
cisms, we conclude that upon the whole she admits their general 
accuracy. That she greatly respects the author is very evident, 
for she speaks of him as “ a profound and sympathetic writer, a - 
personal and esteemed friend—one in short, who, I trust, whether 
he remains friendly or antagonistic to our views, would never oon- 
found the doctrine with its adherents, or, putting it more plainly,: 
visit the sins of the occultists upon occultism and—vice vend,’’and 
she adds, in reference to the article under notice, “ It is with con
siderable interest and attention, then, that the present writer has- 

‘ The Claims of Occultism. ’ As everything else coming from 
M A. 3 (Oxon.) pen, it bears a peculiar stamp, not pnly af, origin*
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ality, but of that intense individuality, that auiet but determined 
resolution to bring every new phasis, every discovery in Psycho
logical sciences back to its (to him) first principles—Spiritualism.” 

Madame Blavatsky’s definition of the views of M. A (Oxon.) 
is this :—“ His doctrine seems to us more than ever to centre in, 
and gyrate around, that main idea that the spirit of the living 
man is incapable of acting outside of its body independently 
and per se; but that it must needs be like a tottering baby 
guided by his mother or nurse—be led on by some kind of 
spiritual strings by a dieembodied spirit, an individuality entirely 
distinct from, and, at some time even foreign to, himself, as 
such a spirit can only be a human soul, having at Home 
period or other, lived on this planet of ours. ” Whether this is 
a correct rendering of the position of M. A (Oxon.), must be 
left forM. A (Oxon.) himself to say. At any rate, even if it 
be, Madame Blavatsky admits that though such is not the belief 
of all the Theosophists, herself included, it is one which is 
“ shared by all those Theosophists, who have joined our move
ment by deserting the ranks of the oi polloi of Spiritualism.”

“ We will not quarrel, but simply argue,” says Madame 
Blavatsky. This is a sentiment which we, on our part, cordially 
endorse. We desire to treat our friends, the “ Theosophists ” 
perfectly fairly, and to give them the fullest credit for honesty 
and sincerity of purpose. Spiritualism, we say, is a fact 
Theosophy, we also say, may be a fact, for aught we know, but 
at present we are without sufficient proof.

SPIRITUALISM IN LONDON AND THE PROVINCES.
GOSWELL HALL.

On Sunday evening last every available space was occupied 
at the above hall, to hear a lecture on “ Magnetism as a Science 
and Art,” by Mrs. Wallace (n& Chandos Leigh Hunt), who 
dealt with the subject in a highly interesting and instructive 
manner She dwelt at considerable length on the many bene
fits that would accrue to mankind from having a thoroughly 
practical knowledge of magnetism and its uses in the curing of 
disease, &c., several instances of which were related by the 
lecturer. But while extolling the virtue of magnetism, the lady 
did not fail to point out and condemn the abuse to which it had 
been and might be put by unscrupulous persons. The lecturer 
generously consented to occupy the platform again next Sunday 
evening ; the announcement of which was greeted with loud 
applause. It was also announced that the committee had 
arranged for the holding of a stance every Monday night at the 
house of Mr. Hawkins. The first will be on October 10th ; 
medium, Mr. Towns. A charge of sixpence each will be made, and 
after expenses are met, the balance will go towards augmenting 
the Sunday Service fund, which is deserving of more support 
than has hitherto been accorded to it The friends seem deter
mined to keep the hall open for the propagation of the cause, 
and are now very busy making arrangements for the second 
anniversary soiree, which it is hoped will be a complete success. 
A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the lecturer and suitably 
acknowledged, and a similar compliment to Signor Damiani for 
his efficient services as chairman concluded a most successful and 
harmonious meeting.—Jr N. G.

CARDIFF.
On Sunday last, the Rev. John Page Hopps, of Leicester, well 

known to Spiritualists, preached, morning and evening, at the 
Unitarian Meeting Room, in this town. The audiences were 
very numerous and contained a large admixture cf local Spirit
ualists. The morning subject, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
was admirably treated, the great truth of the solidarity of human
ity being forcibly put The preacher pointed to the national 
system of education as one of the proofs that in some degree, at 
least, Englishmen are beginning to recognise the fact that they 
are their brothers’ keepers, and hoped none among his hearers 
would ever allow the murderous sentiment of his text to sully 
their thoughts or stain their souls. In the evening, a crowded 
room testified to the growing popularity of one of the most 
spiritual preachers in England, the subject of the lecture 
being, “ What proofs have we of the existence of God, and of a 
future life, apart from supernatural revelations 1 ” The'lecturer 
contended that supernatural revelations are merely super
ordinary occurrences ; and instead of being infractions of any 
natural law, are the operations of laws ignored or misunderstood. 
He denied the theory of complete revelation in the Bible, 
and claimed that God is continually revealing Himself to us 
apart from anything “supernatural,” every fresh invention 
being only a discovery of something that already existed in 
nature, and the outcome of the gradual progress of scientific 
knowledge, the discoverer having begun where somebody else 
left off He looked upon the records known as the Bible as a 
valuable possession, it being often wise to look back at the 
ancient landmarks as well as forward in the path of progress. 
The lights of the Bible are as luminous to-day as then, and the 
shadows in it were warnings for us. He pointed out the great 
law of yearning, and its satisfaction, and asked : Shall man’s 
highest and purest instinct—that for a future life—be the only 
exception ? In conclusion, the lecturer said that everything in 
nature pointed to the fact that the future life was merely an 
orderly and progressive continuation of the present life, and 

that the world was on the verge of discoveries in this respect 
that might startle and cause to wonder not a few.—W. P.

NE WC A8TLB-ON-TYN E.
Last Sunday morning and evening Mr. Wright delivered two 

able addresses, which met with a great amount of appreciation 
from those assembled.

On the Monday evening he again occupied the platform, with 
one of his popular generalised discourses upon Spiritualism.

On Tuesday evening, the 27th, 18 Spiritualistic friends 
assembled at the house of Mr. Fenton, Low Fell. After sitting 
for some short time a female form proceeded from the cabinet 
This was followed by another female form, which moved to a 
distance from the cabinet of about three yards, and then stood 
perfectly motionless, being clearly observable, in the good light, 
by all present. Hereupon scratchings were heard in the cabinet, 
and afterwards knockings were given in reply to questions asked 
by the friends, and upon inquiry it was intimated that the form 
in the circle was the mother of Mr. Fenton. After this the 
form moved toward her son, kissed him, and, in an audijile 
female voice, said, “ God bless you. ” Other two forma appsted 
after this one retired, one of which claimed to be the husband of 
a lady present, and the other partially dematerialised and then 
disappeared behind the curtains. We are sorry to record that 
on the following day Mr. Fenton, while at his work, was taken 
suddenly ill, and, in the course of a few days, passed on to the 
higher life. This good old man was one of the oldest and mint 
assiduous workers that Spiritualism has had in the North.- 
Northumbria.

Miss Ella Dietz will sail on the 13th instant in the “ City 
of Rome ” from Liverpool for New York.

Madame Blavatsky on “ Light. ”—“ It is a good and 
useful journal ; and, if I may judge by the numbers I have seen, 
one whose dignified tone will prove far more persuasive with 
the public than the passionate and often rude remarks passed on 
their opponents and sceptics by its ‘ spiritual ’ contemporaries” 
—Theosophist for September, 188L

The Late President of the B.N.AS.—We learn with 
pleasure that our esteemed friend, Mr. Calder, has returned to 
London, after an absence of six months, during which time he 
visited Galles, Colombo, Kandy, Madras, Calcutta, Assam, 
Benares, Agra, and Bombay, at which latter port he took steamer, 
reaching London in nineteen and a-half days. It is gratifying 
also to be able to state that Mr. Calder is in excellent health

A Curious Coincidence.—On Sunday a week ago the 
youngest child of Warren Wasson (Katie) was nearly drowned 
in a covered well, and the family were in great terror and con
fusion. A day or two since a letter was received from Mr. 
Wasson, who is in Oregon, which was written before he hsd 
heard of the occurrence. He states that about midday on the 
same Sunday, which was about the time of the accident, he was 
taking a nap and was suddenly awakened by a terrifying dream. 
He thought he saw little Katie dripping with water, and that 
the little boy, next older than Katie, was immersed in the water, 
and that he was able to save him only by taking hold of his ears. 
He says that when he pulled him out he was covered with spots 
like a leopard. Mr. Wasson says that as he awoke he was 
covered with a cold sweat and in real agony of mind. This is a 
very strange coincidence, and the dream corresponds with the 
occurrence, save that the little boy was not in danger. The 
little girl, Katie, whep taken from the water was spotted black 
and blue from the chill and partially arrested circulation of the 
blood. Those curiously inclined can speculate upon this very 
singular affair, and account for it upon such theory as seems 
most plausible.—Canon Index.

“ We will not Quarrel—but simply Argue,” says Madame 
Blavatsky in the September number of the Theosophist. Yet 
on another page of the same number we find the following 
strange announcement:—“ The proprietors of the Theosophist 
are preparing to publish a large work, unique in its kind, save 
perhaps Magner’s ‘ Dictionary of faulty arguments and abuse, by 
his musical critics. ’ They have been collecting for over six years 
materials for the publication of a Synopsis, arranged alphabetically, 
and which will contain all the rude and abusive expressions, all 
the slanderous and even libellous sentences, Billingsgate phraseo
logy, pious fibs, inalioious insinuations, and glaring untruths 
coupled with the term * Theosophy ’ in general, and directed 
against the two Founders of the Society especially, as found 
printed in missionary and other Christian organs, since Januaiy 
1st, 1876, till January, 1882. In each deprecatory sentence 
the name of the paper and the date will be scrupulously and 
correctly stated.” With all due deference to the proprietors 
of the Theosophist, we venture the suggestion that they are 
making a sad mistake—that the course they threaten to adopt u 
very much like “ quarrelling ” and very little like “ simply 
arguing. ” It is moreover a great waste of energy which might 
be directed to a better purpose. And it is vulgar ! In the pur
suit of truth it is conscious rectitude, self-possession,and dignity, 
that command attention and respect

Mr. J. J. Morse’s Appointments.—Keighley : Sunday, 
October 9. Stamford : Sunday, October 16. Eastboceni ; 
Tuesday, October 18. London ; Sunday, October 23,
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WHO ARE THESE SPIRITUALISTS ?

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful 
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of 
some of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :—

Archbishop Whately; the late Lord Brougham; the Earl of 
Dunraven; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President 
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain; the late William 
Howitt; the late George Thompson ; Gerald Massey; T. Adolphus 
Trollope ; 8. C. Hall, F.S.A

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A ; the late W. Lloyd 
Garrison ; the late Hon. R. Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A, 
at the Court of Naples ; the Hon. J. L. O'Sullivan, sometime 
Minister of the U 8.A. at the Court of Lisbon ; the late Hon. J. W. 
Edmunds, sometime Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
York ; the late Professor Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A ; the 
late Dr. Robert Hare, Professor of Chemistry at the Medical 
University of Pennsylvania, U.S.A.; Bishop Clarke (Episcopalian), 
of Rhode Island, U.S.A ; Darius Lyman, of the Treasury Depart
ment, Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science, 
Fellow, Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal 
Society ; Cromwell Varley, F.R.8., C.E.; A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., the 
eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science; W. F. 
Barrett, Professor of Physios in the Royal College of Scienoe, Dublin; 
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of 
Cambridge ; the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, F.R.S., President of 
the Royal Astronomical Society ; Dr.Lockhart Robertson, F.R.S., long 
one of the editors of the Journal of Scienoe ; the late Dr. J. Elliotson,
F.R.S.,  sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the 
Mathematical Sooiety of London ; the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E., 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late 
Dr. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.S.E. ; Professor, 
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the celebrated traveller.

The late Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; President 
Thiers ; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ; 
the late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial 
Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg; the late Baron L. de 
GuldenBtttbbe ; Count A. de Gasparin; the Baron and Baroness von 
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. L6on Favre, Consul-General of 
France ; Viator Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist, 
author of “ Scientific Treatises,” “ Transcendental Physics,” Ac., 
whose recent iceearches in this subject have attained a world-wide 
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University 
of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general 
subject of Psychology; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of 
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor 
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the 
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation 
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fichte, Professorof Philosophy at Leipzig ; 
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St Peters
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the 
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy, 
Wurzburg; Dr. Robert Friesi, of Breslau; Mons. Camille Flam- 
marion, the well-known astronomer; and many other membert of 
learned tocietiet in thit and other countriet, and a vatt number of 
•pertone eminent in literature, townee, and art, and in the rankt <f 
tocial life, whote namet we are not at liberty to mention.

Is It Conjuring?
It is sometimes confidently alleged that mediums are only 

clever conjurers, who easily deceive the simple-minded and 
unwary. But how, then, about the conjurers themselves, some 
of the most accomplished of whom have declared that the 
“ manifestations ” are utterly beyond the resources of their art ?—

Robert Houdin, the great French conjurer, investigated the 
subject of clairvoyance with the sensitive, Alexis Didier. In the 
result he unreservedly admitted that what he had observed was 
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. See “ Psychische 
Studien ” for January, 1878, p. 43.

Professor Jacobs.—Licht, mehr Licht, in its number of May 
16th, 1880, gave a letter from the well-known professional conjurer, 
Jacobs, to the Psychological Society in Paris, avowing himself a 
Spiritualist, and offering suggestions for the discrimination of 
genuine from spurious manifestations.

8amuel Bellachini, Coubt Conjurer at Berlin.—I hereby 
declare it to be a rash action to give decisive judgment upon the 
objective medial performance of the American medium, Mr. 
Henry Slade, after only one sitting and the observations bo made. 
After I had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of 
rank and position, and also for my own interest, tested the physical 
mediumship of Mr. Slade, in a series of sittings by full daylight, 
as weH as in the evening in his bed-room, I must, for the sake of 
truth, hereby certify that the phenomenal occurrences with Mr. 
Slade have been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest 
observation and investigation of his surroundings, including the 
table, and that I have not in the tmallett degree found anything to 
be produced by means of prestidigitative manifestations, or by 
mechanical apparatus; and that any explanation of the experi
ments which took place under the ciroumttanoet and condition*  then 
obtaining by any reference to prestidigitation, it abtolutely 
impossible. It must rest with such men of scienoe as Crookes ana 
Wallace, in London ; Perty, in Berne ; Butlerof, in St. Petersburg ; 
to search for the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove 
its reality. I declare, moreover, the published opinions of laymen as 
to the “ How ” of this subject to be premature, and, according to 
my view and experience, false and one-sided. This my declaration, 
is signed and executed before a Notary and witnesses.—(Signed) 
Samuel Bellachini, Berlin, Deo. 6t 1877.
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