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restores the nervous system to its normal condition, by preventing the great 
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—The present system of living, partaking of too rich foods, as pastry, sac. 

eharine and fatty substances jxlcoholio drinks,and an insufficient amount of exercise, 
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14th April I purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, not feeling very well at 
the time, and it had an effect that I never anticipated when I bought it. I have 
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day, and at night my sleep was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the 
first dose of Fruit Salt, palpitation suddenly ceased and has not since returned, 
Ont of gratitude for the benefit which I have received, I have recommended it to 
all my rriends, both in London and Yarmouth ; at the same time, I feel it a duty 
to state the above facts, of which you can make whatever use you please.—I am, 
dear Sir, yours respectfully, Truth.”________________________________________
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Balt; therefore no family should ever be without it.______________ ___________
America, india. Egypt, and on the continent.—im

portant to all TRAVELLERS.—“ Ploase send me half-a-doi9u bottles 
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I am never without it.—Yours faithfully, an Anglo-Indian Official.”
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FRUIT SALT. It is the best medicine I have ever had, and the most re

freshing drink I have yet tried.”—Explorations by Rev. J. Chalmers, London 
Missionary Society.________________________________________________________
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featt.—I am Sir, yours gratefully, a Constant User.______ _________
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I run to * Eno * and obtain relief.”

___________A Barrister-at-Law. whose yours now number above fonrscore. 
'JTSE ENO’S FRUIT SALT.

ris pleasant, cooling, health-giving, refreshing, and invigorating. You 
cannot overstate its great value in keeping the blood pure and free from 
disease.

^NY EMERGENCY.

■“A new invention is brought before the 
suooess. A score of abominable imitations are imme-

r ought tn be kept In every house and in every travelling trunk, in 
readiness for any emergency; for under any circumstances its use is bene
ficial, and never can do harm.____________ __
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There is a large class of people who believe in a world which thoy call "the 

present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.
There is another largo class of people who believe also in a world thoy call 

" the next,” and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than 
that which has been handed down to them.

There is yet another class of people—usually known as " Spiritualists ’*—who 
believe in the existence of facts ana phenomena, accessible to those who will seek 
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and 
who believe that, on the basis of these facts, a science and a philosophy may be 
built up furnishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both 
these worlds in one harmonious whole.

A pressing necessity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial 
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to tho collecting and recording of these facts 
and to the exposition of this philosophy, and secondarily, to the fair discussion of 
such other alliod topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanced 
thought. It Is precisely this position which " Light ” is intended to filL

The contents of the new paper will comprise :—
(1.) Original Articles on the science and philosophy of Spiritualism, and on 

the religious, moral, and social bearings of the question.
(2.) Records of Facts and Phenomena, both physical and mental. Only such 

will be admitted as are vouched for by the names and addresses of witnesses 
deemed competent, either published with tho records or placed in the hands of 
the Editor for private or confidential use. Especial care will be taken to exclude 
everything which is reasonably open to suspicion of mistake, delusion, or im
posture.

(3.) Miscellaneous Literature connected with the movement, including 
Poetry and Fiction.

(4.) Reviews op Books.
(5.) A r&nmd of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to 

Spiritualism and allied subjects, constituting also a permanent means of refer
ence to important articles and valuable facts, which might otherwise be lost 
sight of.

(6. Questions and Answers.—Under this head questions of a generaL 
character will be invited, the answers to follow in suooeeding numbers, either 
from correspondents or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting 
and useful department.

" Light *r will thus aim to take a place hitherto unoccupied, and to promote 
the cause to which it 1s devoted, viz., the highest interests of Humanity both 
Here and Hereafter.

" Light” will proclaim a belief In the existence and life of the spirit apart 
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of 
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits nnembodied. This 
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no 
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullest and freest discussion—conducted 
in a spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim being, in tho 
wovds of its motto, " Light, more Light!”
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SPIRITUALISM:
A RETROSPECT AND AN OUT-LOOK.

In our last issue we adduced evidence to shew that the 
present time is one of disintegration and uneasiness ; of “a 
bouse divided against itselfof conflicting interests ; of class 
antagonisms; of general unsettlement and anxiety, to which 
may not unfitly be applied the words in which Christ spoke 
of the close of an epoch—“ Men’s hearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are coining on the 
earth.”

Nor is it only in Theology, Politics, and Social Life that this 
note of the age is to be traced. It is found in that which, 
whether we regard it from within as a great movement, having 
for its purpose, or at least for one of its aims, the wiping 
away of much that is erroneous in man’s beliefs, and tho in
troduction of a body of new truth to mankind, or whether we 
view it as the world views it from without, is an undoubted 
sign of the times.

The Anti-Spiritualist, a widely embracing title, including 
within it all those who from the various reasons that influence 
men are antagonistic to Spiritualism as they understand it,— 
the Anti-Spiritualist regards the very presenco of such a 
movement as a return to superstition. If he be a Theologian 
he will tell you that history demonstrates that a decay of 
faith is always accompanied by an outburst of fatuous super
stition ; and that it is small wonder that men who have lost 
their hold on Faith should lapse into Credulity. If he be a 
Scientist he will want to apply his apparatus of experiment 
and investigation, and test Spirit in the way that he has long 
been used to deal with Matter. He will require that we produce 
for him the phenomena at will, and hold the Invisible Powers 
who govern the results, which alono »c can see, at his beck and 
call. Failing in these endeavours he will tell us that when we 
can shew him what he wants to see in the way in which alone it 
pleases him to see it, he will try the Spirits fast enough. Mean
time he does not believe in them. If he be a man of social 
position he will hold up his hands in refined rebuke of 
anything bo luarre, bo unpopular, so detrimental to a man’s 
worldly prospects,—Spiritualists are such a tenj mixed body, he 
will tell you, though indeed some of the best people are 
Spiritualists—and then when he has uttered his little deprecatory 
speech in public, he will probably be found at a highly select 
stance in some highly select drawing-room in the evening. It 
amuses him, and then no one need know. Of course it is all 
nonsense, superstition, necromancy, demonology—here he is apt 
to get a little mixed in his ideas, and somewhat angry if asked to 
say exactly what he means.

All these, and many other types that either busy or do not 
busy themselves about Spiritualism, concur in regarding it as a 
very singular note of the age, a sign of the times. If the beliefs 
and practices of Spiritualists were defended by a united body, 
who took a lesson in worldly wisdom from their opponents, it 
would very soon come to a pitched battle between these opposing 
forces, and a very severe conflict would ensue. As it is, our 
opponents find us disorganised, each man fighting for his own 
hand, and it is not difficult to take advantage of that blunder 
and kill us off in detail, or allow us to pursue our favourite 
pastime of mutual extermination. For, do not let us make any 
mistake as to this, the spirit of persecution that has always been 

evoked by tho presence of these spiritual phenomena in a 
particular age, is not dead but only dormant, ready to make 
itself felt when we provoke it sufficiently. No doubt, we have 
not an Inquisition ; wo do not hang, burn, and rack heretics ; 
but the nineteenth century has its own methods of persecution 
which are quite as effective as those mcdiaival expedients.

Turn we now to the inner view. As Spiritualists, looking at 
tho movement from within, what meets the eye ? The retro
spect discloses the prevalence everywhere of disintegration and 
uneasiness. It is idle to point out the reasons for tliis—as idle 
as it is to lament over what is irretrievable. The Beething pot 
boils and bubbles, and apparently it will continue to do so. 
Spiritualism has attracted into its ranks a vast number of 
minds of a progressive order, and of these a large number are 
frisking in the uncontrolled delight of a new-found liberty. 
Emancipated from an order of things which they found galling, 
they are not disposed to submit to any restraint, at least for the 
present. Each has hiB own notions ; many associate the belief 
in Spiritualism with an acceptance of a number of heterogeneous 
opinions with which Spiritualism is in no way concerned, and on 
these they are a little apt to insist with considerable dogmatic 
unction. These, plainly, are the elements of disintegration, or 
rather the presence of causes which prevent permanent cohesion.

Let us admit that this is natural and that such is actually 
the case. If we recognise the fact, we have taken one long step 
towards neutralising its deleterious influence. For we shall be 
conscious of the necessity for mutual toleranco when we know 
that we carry about with us that which may be provocative of 
dissension. We shall be less angular, without being less true to 
our own princqdes, and we shall be more disposed to avoid 
the rough comers, and walk round them, when we bear in mind 
the fact of their existence. We shall “possess eur souls in 
patience,” waiting for the time of Disturbance to yield to the 
return of Peace.

PSYCHOGRAPHY.
Carefully Attested Experiments in Independent Writing.

Epes Sargent’s new volume contains some remarkable 
evidence of successful experiments in Pyschograpliy which it 
may be useful to place on rocord in abstract. He rests a 
considerable amount of his argument against the destructive 
criticism of Science on Clairvoyance and Pyscliography.

With respect to the latter, he points out that it is a 
phenomenon in which it is possible to conduct an experiment 
that shall be without flaw. It is not beset with the conditions, 
real or fancied, but at any rate usually exacted, which have 
made the investigation of most of the phenomena called 
spiritual a weariness to the most interested, and a scorn to the 
man who is used to methods of scientific experiment. A little 
patience, an open mind, a pair of good eyes, are equipments 
that fall to the lot of most men. There need be no lack of every 
facility for the exercise of all the senses, and if a priori 
conclusions be avoided, and the temptation that once beset a 
man of science to arrive at his conclusion by most unscientific 
leaps and bounds be resisted, all is plain sailing.

Experiments with Watkins.
Mr. Sargent records in his volume some half-n-score 

experiments, including the now well-known one in which the 
Rev. Joseph Cook took part, all of which present very 
satisfactory features.

In the first, on September 18th, 1877, held in the rooms of 
the medium, Watkins, Mr. Sargent took with him a book-slate 
which he had bought 20 minutes before. Tliis slate, after 
a crumb of pencil had been placed between its surfaces, Mr. 
Sargent held out at arm’s length, away from the medium, who 
was sitting at a distance of three feet from him. He satisfied 
himself twice that the surfaces were perfectly clean. Instantly 
there was a sound as of the grating of pencil, and in less than 
10 seconds the name of a personal friend who had departed 

Digitized by Google



18 LIGHT. [January 22, 1881.

this life was written. This was several times repeated, other 
names being written. A message of 52 words was written 
with preterhuman celerity. Throughout, Mr, Sargent was alone 
with the medium, and “ the noon-day sun streamed into the 
room.”

Passing by Mr. Cook’s testimony as sufficiently well-known, 
the next experiment was with the Bame medium, on June 8th, 
1880, in Mr. Sargent’s own dining-room, in the presence of him
self and two ladies of his family. On the table were seven slates, 
one being the slate used in the experiment last recorded. Tho 
observers sat on one side of the table in broad daylight, while 
the medium stood on the opposite side, or walked restlessly 
about the, room. Under these circumstances, writing was got 
while the slates were held by all present conjointly: while ono of 
the ladies, who had never met Watkins before, held the slate at a 
distance of more than four feet from the medium, and also whilo 
the two ladies held out each a pair of slates simultaneously, the 
medium not touching them, but standing on the other side of 
the table. Finally, the slate used three years before with the 
Bame medium was taken up. On one leaf it •contained the long 
message before mentioned ; on the other a short message 
obtained through W. H. Powell, another medium. This latter 
mossage Mr. Sargent consented to have obliterated if it could 
be done by the unknown agency. Here is the result in Mr. 
Sargent’s own words: “ Taking the slate on which the writing 
in large unfaded letters still stood, I shut the leaf and placed it 
in the hands of the medium, who instantly held it out before 
us all. The scratching sound of pencil was heard, and in loss 
than twelve seconds he handed it back to me. I lifted the leaf: 
the surface on which was tho old inscription had been thoroughly 
cleaned, and on it were the words, ‘ My Dear Brother,—I rub 
this all out. Lizzie, your sister.’” The message is not, 
perhaps, of an exalted character, but what was asked for was 
done, and done too under conditions that preclude deception.

The next experiment was conducted by a perfect stranger to 
Watkins, Mr. E. J. Hunt, of the City Treasury Office, Boston, 
U.S. His testimony bears date, July 11th, 1880. Under 
conditions precisely similar to those detailed by Mr. Sargent, 
he obtained on a double slate tliat was not out of his sight for a 
second the signature of a personal friend whose funeral he had 
attended some three weeks before, and the messago so given was 
a direct and pertinent answer to a question addressed to him, 
and folded securely up. which question was not written in the 
presence of the medium but a woek before the sitting was held. 
Up to that time the medium had never seen Mr. Hunt, and the 
particular question was so mixed up with eight or ten others 
that Mr. Hunt himself could not have selected it.

Seance with Mrs. Simpson.
Mr. Giles B. Stebbins, of Detroit, a name well-known to 

readers of the Banner of Light, records a well-marked 
experiment of his with Mrs. Simpson, of Chicago, in the month 
of December, 1878. She had met Mr. Stebbins only the evening 
before, and knew nothing of him or of his family ; yet there 
cime a message, obtained as already detailed above, from his 
departed uncle Calvin Stebbins, of Wilbraham, Mass., of a most 
striking nature, referring evidently to a private conversation 
between them on the state of the departed. “ I find no hell, or 
babies’ skulls as we UBed to talk of. I find over here common 
sense and justice. Each man makes his own destiny. Ah! 
Giles, the abyss is bridged, and we are fortifying the arches under 
the bridge daily. ”

This same medium, Mrs. Simpson, obtains slate-writing in a 
very singular manner. A bit of pencil is placed on a slate, and 
a goblet filled with water is placed over it, so that the pencil is 
apparently confined in itB writing within the hollow space left by 
the concave bottom of the goblet. But on placing the slate 
under the table, and pressing it so that the top of the goblet 
rests firmly against the under surface, the pencil is heard to write 
in long lines across the slate, as freely as if the goblet were not 
there, though it could by nd possibility be moved without spill
ing the water that it contains. This is recorded by Professor 
Denslow, who is not a Spiritualist. And the same has been 
witnessed and recorded under unimpeachable conditions by many 
competent observers. Moreover, at the close of the experiment 
the bit of pencil, having been evidently used to write, as its 
attrition testifies, is found in the water at tho bottom of the 
goblet.

Bow are the Manifestations Produced 7
These experiments are typical, and might be multiplied 

indefinitely. They occur in the presence of various mediums, of 
whom Henry Slade is, perhaps, the best known. The above are 

selooted from records of investigation with other mediums, not 
less reliable though less widely-known than he. At the time 
when Slade was in this country the phenomenon of Psychography 
was not so well-known as it is now. His prosecution had the 
merit of attracting wide-spread attention to the facts, and of 
giving them a publicity that they would have never attained 
except by that means. The more they are tested the more plain 
is it that there is in action a Force and an Intelligence that 
belong to no organised body of which the observer’s senses can 
take note. They are not to be explained by any hypothesis of 
jugglery ; the medium cannot explain the modus operandi if he 
would. It is not, however, for lack of temptation. In May, 
1880, Mr. Hiram Sibley, of Rochester, New York, having 
investigated the phenomena in the presence of Watkins, and 
being unable to account for what he saw, “ offered him a large 
sum of money, to be settled on his wife and children, if he would 
disclose the trick (if trick it were) by which the manifestation 
was produced; and furthermore, to give bonds, if he desired it, 
that his secret should not be divulged.” That offer remains 
open “to any person that can expose or explain the trick.” 
The offer of several thousand dollars has not yet been accepted. 
When it has, our readers shall be told.

A DREAM AND ITS INTERPRETATION.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sib,—The following account was given me by my father-in- 
law in 1862, and written down at the time from liis dictation.

“ When I was a young man, about the year 1820, 1 was 
living with my parents at the old family farm of The Haize. My 
father’s flock was under my charge, and it so happened that that 
spring the lambs were remarkably coloured, * spotted and 
ringstreaked,’ reminding us of Jacob’s. Two lambs in particular 
were distinguished in this way above all the others. One 
Wednesday evening I had, as usual, seen them all right. In 
the night I dreamt the following dream.

“I saw a large white sheep-dog start from Hempton Farm 
about a mile off, then in the occupation of Mr. John Powell, 
and trot across the fields to Callicroft Farm, my uncle Charles 
Hunt’s. It there met a large black sheep-dog of his. The two 
then went together across tho fields to Whitson’s Leas, where 
our flock was. They each took one of the two above-mentioned 
peculiarly marked lambs, killed and began devouring them. 
When they were satisfied, I saw the black dog take what was 
left of his lamb across three fields, and lay it in a dry ditch by 
the side of Haize Wood. The white one took tho remains of 
his through the hedge into a ploughed field, and buried it in the 
seventh furrow from that side of the field.

“ The next morning I had to start off quite early,before it was 
light, to Bristol market. In the course of the morning my 
father followed me into town. I Baw at once by the look of 
his face that something was wrong. His first words to me were, 
whether the lambs were all right the night before. My dream, 
which I had not before thought of, immediately flashed into my 
mind. Before he could say anything more I told him I knew 
what was the matter, telling him all the particulars above 
narrated, what dogs took the lambs, and where their remains 
could be found. Whether my father believed me or not I do not 
know, but he at once returned home. When I got back again in 
the evening my father had been round, and found the lambs 
buried just where I told him. He liad been across to Hempton, 
and Farmer John Powell had killed his dog without any further 
evidence. My uncle Charles Hunt, however, waited to cross
question me, but soon consented to have his dog destroyed also. 
The only remaining link in the chain of evidence against the 
dogs was supplied on the following day, when the dogs’ bodies 
were opened, and bits of wool were found in their stomachs, 
exactly corresponding with what I saw in my dream, ”

Whijt psychological explanation can be given of this dream 
and others of a like nature I

Edward T. Bennett.

Mr. G. W. Wright has gained great favour in Liver
pool, the local Psychological Society having engaged his services 
for three Sundays in each month during the present year. 
This is the nearest approach to a settled engagement as a 
speaker ever made by Spiritualists in this country.

Mb. Allen Hall and family, who have done so much 
to help the Grosvenor-street Association, Manchester, con

template emigrating to Missouri during the present year. 
Miss Hall is a very nice trance speaker, and the Manchester 
friends will find it difficult to fill her place.
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EPITOME OF OPINION AT HOME AND ABROAD. 
Psychography;

We hope tho friends of Spiritualism will plant themselves on 
direct writing, and say to all foes, clerical or materialistic : Here 
at least is firm ground. Here we take our stand. Direct 
writing is an established demonstrable fact of science ; and you 
are afraid it is,or you would investigate it with a view of finding 
a flaw in it.

You know that all this mass of testimony in regard to its 
occurrence under conditions without a flaw, without a possibility 
of collusion or trick, cannot be delusive. Deep down in your 
hearts you are afraid it may be true.

And true it is ! And what are you going to do about it ? 
Reject it blindly as of no account ? Try not to think about it I 
Raise the old cry of possible jugglery? You know that all this 
is mere evasion. Here is an immense fact pregnant with 
immense consequences—a fact capable of daily verification 
through a growing multitude of mediums. Here is a “ basis ” 
—and a strictly “scientific basis”—and you cannot gainsay it, 
except by a stupid, ignorant denial or a resort to the old spurious 
cry of prestidigitation. That is set at rest, since sleight-of-hand 
requires the use of hands. And here all is done independently 
of visible and tangible hands. How are you going to get rid of 
it, gentlemen ? Why not give it up, and own your insignificance 
before such a phenomenon ? You are nonplussed, gentlemen ! 
Keep firing away on this line—direct writing. Put it to our 
opponents every week in every possible form.— Religio-Philoso- 
phic<il Journal, Chicago, U.S.A.

The Power ot the Chrlst-Splrlt.
If we analyse the secret power of the life and character of Jesus, 

we shall find it all in this intense love. He is a sacrifice for the 
sins of mankind. He dies that others may live. He is a vicarious 
substitute, willingly, by choice, and his last words in the agony 
of death, are those of forgiveness, charity and intercession. 
The silver tongue of oratory never need be silent in words of 
praise; the poet has abundant fields to idealise ; the painter is at 
no loss for a subject. This one characteristic takes Josus out of 
the realm of humanity and allies him to the celestial.

It takes not only him, it takes all sages. Six hundred years 
before the Christian era, Lautsze, the Chinese sage, uttered 
and practised the same doctrine ; “ The sage,” he says, “ does 
not lay up treasures. The more he does for others, the more he 
lias of his own. The more he gives to others, the more he is 
increased.” Eternal words of wisdom, for the more tho sage 
teaches, the more perfectly does he understand his own 
doctrines.

To another people Buddha said : “ A man who foolishly does 
me wrong, I will return to him the protection of my ungrudging 
love ; the more evil comes from him, the more good shall go 
from me ; the fragrance of these actions always redounding to 
me ; the harm of the slanderer’s words returning to him.”

“ Turn aside evil with that which is belter,” says the Koran, 
even the Arab acknowledging this law.

The Bhagavad-Gita, the most wonderful portion of the 
Mahabharta, written more than four thousand years ago, the 
perfect blossom of Hindu intellect, inflexibly holds aloft the 
stem mandates of duty, the triumph of the pure spirit over the 
animal and selfish nature. Christna was the forerunner of 
Christ. His mission was to teach self-sacrifice, and it is well we 
have such examples even if gods be made to furnish them.— 
Hudson Tuttle, in Rdigio-Philosophical Journal.

A Stirring Picture, by M. D. Conway.
In the course of a sermon delivered by him in Boston, some 

time since, Rev. Mr. Conway gave utterance to the following 
eloquent passage :—

“I stood beside tho open grave of an eminent American 
historian over whom a funeral service was rehearsed by an 
eminent English clergyman. The service is a survival from bar
barism—of all burial services the grossest. It declares death to 
be sent by God’s wrath in vengeance for the sin of Adam, when 
even the illiterate know that death made the earth beneath us 
a cemetery of animal form before man existed. In the presence 
of weeping friends it thanked God for taking the beloved 
historian, Motley, out of this wicked world, every tear giving 
the heart’s lie to the lip’s thanksgiving. The historian had been 
a philosopher, and every sentence of the ceremony was contra
dicted by the testimony of his life. The Dean of Westminster, 
who read, is a very liberal thinker, and not one form he used 
could have expressed the conviction of his mind. They who 
stood around while the solemn farce went on were rational and 
educated people, and not one perhaps heard a sentence ho or she 
deemed appropriate to the occasion or to the age. While the 
Dean was reading this antiquated stuff the Nineteenth Century | 

came by ; it came by in the shape of a North London train, 
whose shrill whistle screamed under the cemetery walls as if it 
would rouse all sleepers, dead or living. The scream and roar 
drowned the Dean’s voice ; he paused in the middle of a sentence 
and waited with closed eyes. In that pause the steam-voice 
cried : “ Behold I make all things new 1 What are you about 
there with the notions of old Syria ? They are dead as the 
mummies that conceived them. Why should Egyptian darkness 
linger on that grave when elsewhere the sun is shining, and science, 
invention, art, are delivering man from, that fear of a fictitious 
curse with which you still pall life and death ? Can you not work 
your soul as nobly as your iron ? ’ When the Nineteenth Century 
had passed on the Dean relapsed into the first century again, 
breaking his silence with the words ‘ through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.’ How is it that a ceremony which knowledge has reduced to an 
anomaly and a deformity holds its own against all the light of our 
time f"—Banner of Light, Boston, U.S.A.

What Spiritualists Have Done.
Whenever you hear that lively song, “A Life on the Ocean 

Wave,” a Bong which Russell set to music and of which moro 
than three hundred thousand copies were sold in the first eight 
months after its publication, remember the author, Mr. Epcs 
Sargent, is a Spiritualist. Whenever you hear or read of 
“ Descent through Natural Selection,” remember that Mr. A. R. 
Wallace, the eminent naturalist, who shares with Mr. Charles 
Darwin the chief honours accorded to that work, is a Spiritualist. 
Whenever you look upon that wonderful little instrument, tho 
Radiometer or Light Mill, wliich is set in motion by the tiniest 
ray of sunlight, remember that its inventor, Professor William 
Crookes, the distinguished scientist, is a Spiritualist. Whenever 
you hear of any societies claiming to be “learned,” remember 
that the distinguished Professor Zbllner, who is himself a 
member of innumerable societies of that class, is a Spiritualist. 
Whenever you hear of a Protestant Episcopal bishop, remember 
that the equal of the best of them, the present distinguished 
bishop of Rhode Island, is a Spiritualist. Whenever you hear 
of Methodism, remember that manifestations, now known as 
spiritual, occurred in the household of WeBley, its founder, and 
were accepted as such by him.—Religio-Philosophical Journal, 
Chicago, U.S.A

A Friendly Welcome.
Spiritual Kotes, an ably edited monthly, coming to us from 

London since January, 1878, made its last appearance in its 
issue for December, and is to be succeeded by a new weekly 
publication, the first number of which is announced for January 
8tli, 1881. The name of the new comer is to be “ Light,” and its 
aim to collect and record facts relating to the phenomena and 
philosophy of Spiritualism, the discussion of such subjects allied 
thereto as are now occupying the attention of men and women 
of advanced thought, and the elucidation and dissemination of 
all truth relating to the highest interests of humanity both hero 
and hereafter. The field is the world, white for the harvest, to 
which every active worker is thrice welcome ; and we trust this 
new enterprise will possess attractions sufficient to induce tho 
public to call for “ Light, moro Light,” until the most sanguine 
expectations of its projectors may be fully realised.—Banner of 
Light.

Manchester.—The Association here is at present under a 
cloud, owing to the contemplated departure of several tried and 
useful workers for foreign shores, and the regrettable apathy of 
many still remaining. There is also a noticeable lack of sympathy 
towards the old workers in our midst, as also of that unity of 
purpose which can alone bind associations in a common bond. 
Our meetings for some time past have been fairly well attended, yet 
our funds steadily decline, owing to a want of co-operation, which, 
to say the least of it, is very disheartening. But, nevertheless, 
we hope for more prosperous times soon, though in losing the 
assistance and presence of Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Hall, the 
Misses Blundell, and Miss Johnson, we lose help invaluable and 
friends difficult to replace.—R.F.

Cardiff. —At the usual weekly Sunday evening meeting of 
the Cardiff Spiritual Society, on January 16th, Mr. Lewis 
(President) read an address, announcing that his term of office 
having expired, he preferred making room for some younger 
and more active member in the Presidential chair. Mr. 
Paynter, hon. sec., in accordance with his notice at the 
previous meeting, moved—“That the offices of President and 
Treasurer be absorbed into a governing Council of three 
members, who Bhall be elected by ballot at tho next General 
Meeting of this Society, shall retain their office for six months 
and be eligible for re-election at the expiration of that period;” 
and—“ That the Hon. Secretary be elected at the same time 
and under.the same conditions.” These motions were carried 
by acclamation, and after the reading of the accounts the meet
ing dissolved. There Beems to be a general opinion among 
members that under the government of a triumvirate the 
Society will take a step forward, and favourable results are 
expected.

Digitized by Google



LIGHT. [January 22,1^8 h

TO CONTRIBUTORS.
Reports of tho procoodinja of Spiritualist 8ociotios iu as succinct a form as 

possible, and authenticated by tho signature of a responsible officer, are solicited 
for insertion in “ Light.” Members of prirato circles will also oblige by con
tributing brief records of noteworthy occurrences at their stances.

The Editor cannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers 
expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for tho return 
postage.

AU communications should be addressel, ** Editor of ‘Light,’ 13, White
friar s-street, London, E.C.”

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
The Annual Subscription for “ Lxght,” post free to any address within the 

United Kingdom, or to places comprised within the Postal Union, including all 
parts of Europe, the United States, and British North America, is 10s. lOd. per 
annum, paid in advance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.
Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4s. 6d. Half-column, £1. Wholo 

column, £2 2s. Pago, £4. A reduction mado for a sori 33 of insertions.

Cheques and Post Offioo Orders may be made payable to Edward T. 
Bemxztt, at the Chief Office, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps received for 

amounts under 10s.

NOTICE TO THE TRADE.
•• Light ” may be obtained of E. W. Allkm, Ave Maria-lano, London, and 

of oil Booksellers.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

As we go to press with the present issue the intelligence 
reaches us of the departure to a higher life of the well-known 
and highly esteemed champion of Spiritualism, Mr. Epes 
Sargent, in the 67tli year of his age. We can now only chronicle 
the event, and must reserve further particulars for another 
week.

Under the heading “ Fate, or Wliat ?” the Detroit Free Press 
records a most remarkable story of the ill-luck of a certain 
company of infantry in the late war. Mustered 100 strong in 
Michigan, it lost three men before starting, and two on the way to 
Washington. In marching along the streets of the capital another 
fell dead. In going into camp, another was accidentally shot 
through the heart. In the course of four weeks in camp two 
more died, a third was drowned, and a fourth shot dead in a 
street brawl. Eleven men had thus died, while no other 
company had lost one.

In the first skirmish the company lost four men, among them its 
first lieutenant and third sergeant. Hardly had their places been 
filled up when the company was called on for outpost duty, and 
again the first lieutenant and third sergeant were killed. Their 
places were again filled, and the company once more engaged in 
a batt'e. It lost five men, and among them once more the 
fated first lieutenant and third sergeant! This mado 23 men 
lost. Not a man had sickened but to die. Not a man had been 
hit but to fall.

A curious change now occurred. In its next engagement the 
company lost five men, among them the first and fifth corporals. 
Within a week these two positions were vacant again. In six 
months five first corporals and four fifth corporals had fallen ! 
When this unlucky company was reduced to 61 men no other 
company had less than 90. Ten recruits joined it, and all were 
killed in the next engagement. Seven more came, but in less 
than a month the number was reduced again to 61. In two years 
it lost 168 men, while no other company had lost 25. In its 
three years campaigning it never had a man wounded. Who
ever was hit was killed on the spot. At length its evil fate 
became a bye-word, and no man could be got to join it, nor 
would any other company consent to being incorporated with 
its ranks. It was reduced to 38 men, and at last transferred to 
headquarters for guard-duty.

On what possible principle can such a run of fate, luck, or 
whatever it may please men to call it', be explained ? It Beems to 
be out of the range of mere chance, if indeed there be any such 
thing as chance, and reads more like the result of the malignant 
persecution of an unseen enemy than anything else. Such 
stories are not infrequent, though this, compiled by a person on 
the spot, familiar evidently with the details of which he writes, 
is the most extraordinary we remember to have mot with.

The daily papers have lately contained a good instance of 
a warning dream and apparition occurring at the time of death. 
A fishing schooner was run down off Torbay, all lutnds being 
lost. On the same night the master’s wife dreamed that her 
husband’s vessel had been run into and Bunk. She woke up 
screaming “ Richard, save my boy,” one of her sons, as well as

her husband, being on board. Early next morning her eldest 
son came into her room and said he had heard his father como 
home in the night, and go up stairs with his sea-boots on. They 
told these experiences to the neighbours, but they ridiculed their 
fears till they proved to bo only too well founded.

Narratives of a similar character abound in general literature. 
Few things are better attested by evidence than the power of 
the spirit when freed from the body to make its presence 
manifest to those whom it has loved, and from whom it has 
been recently separated. It seems as if it had then a power, 
which it loses usually in a short time, of impressing the senses 
of those who cannot all be supposed to possess the mediumistic 
faculty. Hero is a story from the Annual Register of the early 
part of this century which attests the prevalent belief in 
apparitions. It will be new to most, if not to all of our readers, 
and possesses a curious similarity to many that have sinco been 
recorded and are occurring in our midst now.

“ Dreadful Catastrophe at Sadler's Wells.—A most 
distressing scene occurred on Thursday night at this place of 
entertainment, a little before 10 o’clock, from a false alarm of 
fire ; in consequence of which great confusion ensued. The 
calamitous event is supposed to have originated in a quarrel 
in the gallery, when the cry of * fight ’ was mistaken for that of 
‘ fire ’ by the greater part of the people. Above 18 persons 
perished, it appears, from suffocation, and many others were 
severely injured. The following evidence of a witness examined 
at the coroner's inquest is noteworthy: Benjamin Price, 
deceased, was identified by his mother, who stated that she 
resides at No. 31, Lime-street, Leadenhall-street. 'J he deceased 
was 11 years of age. He obtained leave to accompany some 
neighbours to Sadler’s Wells. About half-past 10, his little 
sister, who was at home, went into the kitchen, where she Baw 
her brother, who she thought was at the play. She called him, 
but he immediately disappeared. She then became alarmed, 
and said it certainly was her brother’s ghost, and sho was sure 
he was dead. Witness, being alarmed at the story told by her 
daughter, hastened with a friend to Sadler’s Wells, where she 
found her boy a corpse.”—Annual Register, 1807.

M.A. (Oxon), writing to the Harbinger of Light (Melbourne, 
Australia),points out thatit is not to be expected that the friction, 
consequent on the evolution of new ideas and the shaping them 
for popular acceptance, should not engender heat. There must 
be divergence of thought in such an age as this, and on such a 
subject as Spiritualism ; consequently there must be argument, 
and out of all this a fresh view of an old truth, or a clearer 
insight into a new one. Without probing and testing, wrestling 
with each other in all the domains that intellect energizes in, 
there would be for Spiritualism no progress. If there be one 
thing more to be dreaded than another it is apathy. “Bettertho 
conflict of the sword than the apathy of indifferenco. Gallio 
is the one character chiefly to be dreaded in our ranks.” Noting 
the tendency to strife that disfigures the movement, M.A. (Oxon), 
says that exoterically it seems to be in process of disintegration, 
while esoterically it grows stronger and stronger day by day. 
It is “ passing through a natural process of growth, from the 
mere wonder-hunting stage to one of a more encouraging nature, 
wherein its mysteries will be grappled with by a philosophy, and 
its spiritual potentialities be embodied in a religion.” This 
esoteric Spiritualism, a thing of a higher nature, and better 
deserving the name of spiritual than that ordinarily so-called, 
“ is fast becoming a note of the age: is influencing many who 
would repudiate the name of Spiritualists with horror, and is 
making Liberalism in all domains of thought and action a 
present possibility and future hope.”

It is with no little pleasure that we note the conferring by 
the Queen of a pension of £200 a year on Mr. Alfred Russel 
Wallace, the eminent naturalist, whose name is associated with 
that of Darwin as having independently arrived at the theory 
which bears the name of Darwinian. Mr. Wallace’s contributions 
to Science extend over a period of 30 years, from the time when 
he visited the Amazon in 1848, and published his “ Travels on 
the Amazon and Rio Negro” on his return, down to his “ Island 
Life,” which appeared but the other day. In 1868 the Royal 
Society awarded him its Royal Medal, and in 1870 he was 
honoured by receiving the Gold Medal of the Socidte' de 
GtSographie of Paris. His contributions to the publications of 
various learned societies, the Zoological, Anthropological, 
Linnean, Entomological, and others, are extremely various and 
valuable. As a conscientious and consistent defender of the 
truth of Spiritualism his name is well-known to our readers, and 
not to them only, but to all who read the literature or investi
gate the evidence for the reality of the phenomena of Spiritualism. 
It is a cheering thought that outs]>oken and bold advocacy of 
very unpopular truths has not prevented the recognition of Mr, 
Wallace’s great merits as a Naturalist.
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A REMARKABLE SEANCE.
By Dr. Nichols.

Oil Sunday evening, January 16th, at 7 p.m., five persons 
sat round a small table in Mrs. Nichols’s study—a small room, 
lighted by two gas-burners and the open fire. The sitters were 
Mr. W. Eglinton, Mr. Bastian, the American medium, Mrs. 
Nichols, Mr. Webley, and myself.

After some movements of the table, and rappings on floor 
and table, Mr. Eglinton took one of several blank cards, three 
by five inches in size, and taking a thick book, which chanced to 
be a translation of the Decameron of Boccaccio, illustrated by 
T. Stotliard, he laid the card, after we had all examined it, into 
the centre of the book. All this had been done by the direction 
of a spirit, “Daisy,’’ who Bpoke through Mr. Eglinton. The 
book was shut, and upon it was laid a heavy glass inkstand and 
a steel pen in its holder, tho card lying in the centre of the 
book.

Our hands wore all upon the table, and “ Daisy ” said, “ We 
will write upon the card a passage from the book, and give the 
page,and line on the page.” We waited a few seconds—perhaps 
half a minute—when raps came upon the table, and we carefully 
removed the inkstand and pen, and opened the book—one which 
had come with several others from the Grosvenor Gallery 
Library, and which had not been read.

On the card, in a bold rapid hand, were written with black 
ink the following words :—

“ Happy souls! to end both their loses and lives on the same 
day. More happy still if they scent together to the same place. 
Line 13, p. 245.”

These sentences are the beginning of the last paragraph but 
one of the Seventh Novel of the Fourth Day. Here lay the card 
on which the writing was made, while the book was shut and 
pressed down by a glass inkstand of more than a pound weight. 
Though the pen strokes are broad and made, apparently, with 
a full pen, there is not the slightest ink mark on the page of 
the book which was pressed upon the card. Book, inkstand, 
and pen were every moment under the eager watch of five 
persons—all who were visibly in the room.

In a similar experiment some weeks ago a card was written 
upon on both sides, and in Latin and English, and two different 
hands, while lying between two slates; a clean steel pen, without 
holder, lying with the card, and an inkstand on the slates. 
There was a space of about half an inch between the slates, but 
in the book the card lay tightly pressed between the pages.

Then we went upstairs for materialisations. Mrs. Nichols, 
Mr. Webley, and I sat in a large bedroom dimly lighted by 
gas and moonlight, while the two mediums, Eglinton and 
Bastian, went into a dressing-room beside it. Both doors 
opening into the hall were locked.

We were scarcely seated three yards from the door, from 
bedroom to dressing-room, when we heard the voices of “Joey” 
and “ Johnny,” spirits well-known to us and many others, 
talking to each other and to us. Then came tho deep and well- 
known voice of “Ernest.” One of the voices said, “Mrs. 
Nichols, your daughter, Willie, is here, and will come to you.” 
The door opened wider and a form in white entered the room, 
came near to us, placed her hand upon ours, whispered some 
words to each, walked to the far end of the room, unlocked and 
opened the door, letting in upon her the full light of the hall 
gas burner, shut the door, came near us again, patted me on the 
shoulder, and went into the dressing-room. “Joey” said that 
“ Ernest” and our daughter would come together, and a 
moment later the two forms—the delicate girl and the strong 
full bearded man—stood plainly before us for a few seconds and 
then retired. In a few seconds Willie came back, touched Mr. 
Webley’s hand, as she had promised to do, went to the room 
door, which I had again locked, unlocked and opened it, turned 
off the gas and returned no more.

The voice of “ Johnny” then announced that Mr. Merriman, 
a friend who died some years ago in Memphis, Tennessee, 
would come to us. He came, answered my question, “ Are you 
Mr. Merriman ? ” in a full voice, came round to my side, gave 
me a strong grip with one hand, and a sharp stroke on the 
shoulder with the other.

A few words from “Ernest” and “good-bye” from the three 
controlling spirits closed our sdanco. I think the writing on 
the card the most remarkable for its mode and conditions of any 
I have yet witnessed. The materialisation of our daughter was 
also beyond all possibility of doubt; I mean that neither of the 
mediums, nor any person in the house, could have possibly 
personated her. We know her figure, her grace of movement, 
her manner of speech.

SPIRITS FLOATING IN THE AIR.
To the Editor of “ Lioht. "

Sir,—The appearance of spirit forms without the aiding 
influence of a medium is an occurrence of exceptional interest, 
and a well authenticated instance of such a phenomenon is 
worthy of record. This fact induces me to place before you 
the circumstances under which two spirit forms were seen at my 
residence at Notting Hill. At about half-past six in the 
morning, on the 29th December last, the servant woman, as 
is her custom, opened the shutters of the back parlour window, 
when, to her surprise, she saw two luminous figures clad in 
white robes. The figures appeared to float across the lawn of 
the small garden, and moved towards the house. Alarmed at 
what she saw, the servant ran upstairs and called Mrs. Jencken, 
who descended into the parlour and likewise saw the two figures, 
which were not unlike, in size and outline, to my two boys. 
More bold than her servant she opened the window, when, lo 
and behold ! the two figures approached the window and stood 
on the Binall balcony in front. This movement of the apparitions 
so frightened Mrs. Jencken that she, accompanied by the 
servant, in their alarm closed the window and ran away.

The interesting part of this account is the agreement in tho 
description of the figures between Mrs. Jenckon and her servant, 
the time the forms remained visible, and the time they occupied 
in approaching the window, evidently drawn towards Mrs. 
Jencken. I may perhaps name that our servant knows nothing 
of Spiritualism, and happens to be exceptionally prosy and dull- 
witted ; so much so that it may be safely avowed that imagination 
had nothing to do with the seeing of these appearances, as far as 
she is concerned. The record of the appearance of saintly figures, 
especially that of the Holy Virgin, of which an instance was 
recorded in Ireland last year, is not uncommon, the circumstances 
of their happening corresponding in part with those of the two 
figures seen floating across the lawn of the garden of my house. 
I have during the course of my inquiry into Spiritual phenomena 
frequently seen spirit forms but invariably in the presence of a 
medium. Whether the fact of a medium like Mrs. Jencken 
reBiding in a house tends to mediumise the atmosphere, rendering 
the formation of visible formB possible, is a question yet to be 
answered ; but whatever the cause may have been, in this 
instance visible forms were seen at a distance from the house, 
floating up to the balcony, and threatening to enter the room in 
which Mrs. Jencken was standing until, repelled by her alann, 
the manifestation terminated.

H. D. Jencken.
Notting Hill,

7th January, 1881.

SEANCES WITH MR. BASTIAN.

Mr. J. H. Herbst, of York House, Upper Baker-street, sends 
us a report of stances with Mr. Bastian. He BayB : “At tho 
first sitting there were four of us besides the medium, We sat 
in a row facing the door of the room which Mr. Bastian uses as 
his cabinet, and about 10 feet from it. A lamp, having a 
common newspaper for a screen, stood on a table or cabinet near 
to one of the sitters, who lessened or increased the light as the 
spirits might direct. Mr. Bastian occupied an arm-chair in the 
room that had been previously inspected and locked. He 
sat near the door, in front of which hung a black curtain. 
We had been sitting perhaps seven minutes when the 
first form shewed itself, that of a gentleman in evening 
dress, who, looking round, acknowledged our greeting and 
retired. Immediately afterwards another form appeared, 
short, and dressed in white, with long loose hair, that of a 
female, who held the curtains apart Tor a moment and then 
withdrew. Next thero appeared another form in white, with a 
veil, as if a bride. She looked into the room, and, as if 
satisfied, closed the curtain. Again she appeared and stepped 
out into the light. She stood for a moment and then advanced 
until she was within a foot of me. The light was strong enough for 
me to read by, and as she stood before me I saw her features and 
recognised her. Yes, it was she whom I knew so well. How- 
fond we always wore of each other I how often had I played 
with her and stroked her beautiful dark brown hair ! how often 
had those eyes gazed on me, sympathising with my joys or 
sorrows ! She died some months before. Within a foot of mo 
she stood for about half a minute, and at my request to come 
nearer still she seemed pained, when, by a movement of her head, 
she indicated her inability to do so. I asked her to sit down on 
n chair which I placed near the door of the cabinet, and she went
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up to it, lifted it ofi the floor, altered its position, and then 
sat down as I had requested, all her movements being so 
familiar to me that I could not doubt her identity for a moment. 
At a subsequent seance she appeared again ; and again I asked 
her to come nearer to me ; and she said distinctly, ‘I will try,’ 
this being the first time she had spoken. After retiring into the 
cabinet she came into the middle of the room, but she could not 
come nearer. Then she went to a stand, on which were some 
ornaments and photographs, including a portrait of myself, which 
I had given Mr. Bastian. She looked about as if endeavouring 
to find something. She picked out this portrait. In her hurry 
sho nearly upset the stand, and one little ornament fell over. 
Instead of being frightened she replaced it, shewed me the 
photo., kissed it, and took it away with her. After the seance 
wo searched all over the room for it, but could not find it. 
She has promised to come again and I hope before long to be 
able to write and tell you that she has conversed with me of 
the days gono by. This is no fancy. Others will testify to the 
appearance though I alone could recognise it. To me there 
is no room for doubt.”

THE GUILD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
To Me Editor of “Light.”

Sir,—Will you allow me to reply through your columns to 
the very numerous correspondents who have communicated 
with me in consequence of the paragraph you inserted in your 
first number with reference to the “ Guild of the Holy Spirit ” ?

It will clear tho ground if I state at the outset that I am a 
clergyman of the Church of England, and that I regard purely 
from a religious point of view the subject you so ably champion 
in all its manifold aspects. I have myself taken a small private 
room which I have fitted up .as a small chapel or oratory, and, 
gathering a few earnest people round me, have officiated twice a 
week at a simple but solemn service, in the interval of which 
we sit for spirit-communion. Our rule is that wc observe perfect 
silence, not asking for phenomena but simply waiting for what 
may como, and quite prepared for the results to be purely 
subjective, since we know that in hedging ourselves round with 
religious influences we are in fact by our own act cutting our
selves off from that section of the spirit world which is likely to 
be most demonstrative. We try, in fact, so far as in us lies, to 
reproduce the attitude of the expectant disciples who waited 
during the forty days after the Resurrection for the re-appearance 
of One who had gone from them.

Our first Bitting was on All Saints' Day (November 1st), and 
since that time we have sat regularly on Mondays at four and on 
Thursdays at eight. Not only so, but several mem bers of our 
small society who live at a distance make a rule to sit at the 
same time ; and some of our most interesting experiences have 
been the evidence that such a spiritual union as is thus brought 
about quite overcomes bodily absence. Our second sitting, too, 
was marked by one of the most convincing proofs of communion 
with the departed which has ever come under my notice. All 
such results we carefully commit to writing, but, as I said, we 
do not anxiously expect these. There are gradations in our 
Guild; but all, from the inner to the outermost circle, are 
believers rather than inquirers. We are happily past the 
necessity for collecting evidence.

While we do not wish to proselytise we have no wish to be 
exclusive. I shall always be happy to give information to those 
of whose good faith I am well assured, but shall take all 
available means to guard myself against curiosity-hunters. In 
that sense only is our society a secret one.

What I am particularly anxious to do is to affiliate circles at 
a distance which will meet at tho same time as our own, with 
similar purposes. A letter addressed to mo so as to reach me 
on the day of meeting is found to facilitate such intercourse.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
The Founder of the Guild of the Holy Spirit.

London, January loth, 1881.

There is a power in the soul, quite separate from the 
intellect, by which God is felt. Faith stands serenely far above 
the reach of the atheism of science. It docs not rest on the 
wonderful, but on the eternal wisdom and goodness of God. 
The revelation of the Son was to proclaim a Father, not a 
mystery. No science can sweep away the everlasting love which 
tho heart feels, and which the intellect does not even pretend to 
judge or recognise.—F. W. Robertson.

HOW FAKIRS ARE MADE.
(Conttn'icd from page 15.)

By what process of training do these Fakirs attain to this 
dominion over matter ? Briefly, by certain dietetic practices, 
the object of which is to establish a.heat-abounding while very 
unexciting nutrition ; by practices whoso object is to bring the 
involuntary processes under the control of consciousness : and 
lastly, by a prolonged series of exercises, the special tendency 
of which is to induce a state analogous to mesmeric slumber. 
Under these three groups all Fakir training may bo classed.

The dietetic practices are very stringent. No food during the 
day, and only a light meal at night. Nothing but rice, wheat, 
milk, sugar, honey, and melted butter are to be used, and one 
or two native dishes from which meat and salt are excluded. No 
water is to be drunk, though some sects permit a little alcohol. 
Tho disciple is to livo underground in a perfectly even 
temperature, fresh air and light being excluded. He is to 
maintain absolute silence, and to rest motionless on a warm bed 
of cotton, wool or furs, till the next step is gained.

This is the power to lessen the frequency of his respirat ion, 
to gain something like tho inner-breathing of Harris and his 
school. He must learn to inhale the air and retain it for as 
many minutes as possible, the exhalation taking twice as long as 
the inhalation. He must breathe only through his nostrils, and 
finally, inhale with one nostril and exhale with the other. Next 
he learns to discipline his body, to rest immovable in any given 
position, until ho has absolute command over his muscles. A 
favourite position is to sit with his left heel under his body, and 
the right heel advanced, and holding the big toe of the right foot 
in the right hand, and that of the left foot with the left hand, 
so that the lower part of the face rests against the breast bone. 
Such a position the neophyte learns to maintain for an indefinite 
period.

Next he learns to koop perpetual silence, and meditate on the 
sacred OM, the ocean of being into which he seeks to be ab
sorbed. He must indulge in ceaseless prayer, so as to keep the 
mind in a somnolent state. He must repeat the mysterious OM 
over and over again together with other words, which,if the curious 
reader will try, he will find extremely sleep-provoking, should 
he chance to be wakeful in the silence of night. Soham, Bam, 
Lam, Ram, Yam, Ham—the a very broad as in all—repeated 
over and over again in their various pennutatives, are extremely 
soporific in their tendency. These words the disciple constantly 
repeats, squatting motionless in his cave, with mind absolutely 
freed from all care for sublunary things.

Having got so far, he submits to 24 incisions of the 
ligatures of the tongue, so as to set it free. It is pulled and 
stroked and rubbed with astringents until it becomes long and 
pliable. With the organ so developed, he learns to turn the 
tongue backwards, and close the throat with its tip, having first 
inhaled as much air as possible. Lastly, he learns to live with 
the nostrils and ears stopped with wax. By this time he is ready 
to be buried with impunity, and to undergo the crucial test 
imposed by Runjit Singh on one of his fraternity.

How many perfect Fakirs are developed by these means ; 
how many neophytes endure to the bitter end, we liave no means 
of knowing. Those who do must have reached a place of being 
from whioh the world and the tilings of the world have 
faded into nothingness, and seem, if viewed at all, as less 
than nothingness and altogether vanity. ■ It would be idle to 
appeal to them for an opinion as to the value of the prize they 
hail attained. Their standard is not that of mankind, who, we 
take it, would arrive at a pretty unanimous conclusion that 
unnatural processes of the kind we have described, even when 
successful, are repulsive to the higher instincts of humanity, and 
unfit men for any discharge of that wholesome duty which 
brings blessings to the doer and to humanity at large : which is 
not selfish but self-sacrificing : and for which it is above all 
things necessary to have a sound mind in a sound body. What
ever results the Fakir may attain, their bonefit is purely 
personal. Not only does ho not benefit humanity by any self- 
sacrifice or labour of love for the common good, but he does not 
even add to the store of our general knowledge. His highest 
achievements do but provoke a half-incredulous, half-wonderin'’ 
attention ; and when, as in the case narrated above, there seems 
no reason to question the fact, the evenly-balanced mind does 
but more strongly turn to question its wisdom and utility. The 
real value to the student of psychology is to open out to him a 
nearer view of the mysteries of his own being, and to encourage 
him to look, for a solution of some of the perploxing problems- 
that beset his special study, within his own breast.
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THE FOURTH DIMENSION.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Bib,—The subject of a Fourth Dimension is a very interesting 
one. I am not proposing to offer any “explanation,” not 
feeling competent to do so, and not having yet read Professor 
Zellner’s book. It is, however, I think, not difficult, premising 
only an elementary knowledge of mathematics, to realise tho 
possibility of there being not only a “ fourth ” dimension, but 
that “ dimensions" as we know them, are probably only the 
first terms of an infinite series.

Mathematics must necessarily have relationship to some
thing far more comprehensive than nature or the material 
universe, as we are acquainted with it. The soundness of this 
conclusion may, I think, be thus illustrated. The series of 
numbers—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 . . . represents a line. The
series of numbers—1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36 . . . represents
surface. These are commonly called “ square” numbors, or tho 
“second powers” of the corresponding numbers of the 'first 
series. The following series of numbers—1, 8, 27, 64, 125, 
216 . . . represents solidity or space. These are called
“ cube ” numbers, or tho “ third powers " of the corresponding 
number of the first series. As an instance, 9 is the number of 
square feet in a square the side of which is three feet long ; 27 
being the number of cubic feet in a cube, the side of which is 
three feet long.

We have thus three series of analogies :—
L The ordinary series of numbers, or numbers to the first 

power, corresponding to a line—i.e., to “length,” the “first 
dimension.”

2. The series of square numbers, or numbers to the second 
power, corresponding to surface—i.e., to “breadth,” the 
“second dimension.”

3. The series of cube numbers, or numbers to the third power, 
corresponding to solidity—i.e., to “thickness," the “third 
dimension.”

We have now come to the end of the external universe, bo far 
as we can perceive it by our physical senses. We cannot, in 
the ordinary way, conceive of anything beyond “ length, breadth, 
and thickness.” On the mathematical side, however, we can 
go on farther. In exact relationship to the three series of 
numbers we have mentioned, stands a fourth, namely :—1, 16, 
81, 256, 625, 1296 ... or, the “ fourth powers ” of the 
numbers of the first series.

The question now legitimately arises, Is there 'anything in 
existence—the word nature is not large enough—which bears 
the same relation to length, breadth, and thickness, that this 
series of numbers does to those that precede it ? If there is, 
it would be “ the fourth dimension,” and we have found a 
natural and rational place for it. I do not know the origin 
of the phrase “ the fourth dimension of space,” or whether 
Professor Zollner uses it himself; but it would seem to me 
more correct and less confusing to speak simply of the “ fourth 
dimension,” confining the word “space” to the three dimen
sions. The “ fourth dimension” must be beyond space in the 
sense of thickness (or solidity), as space (in the same sense) is 
beyond mere surface (or breadth).

We do not thus arrive at any “ explanation” of a “fourth 
dimension,” but we have, I think, taken one step towards it, 
and shewn, in a manner easily understood, that there are 
rational and analogical grounds for believing in its existence. 
We need not stop here, however, for tho same reasoning and 
the same analogies carry us onward to possibilities in the 
realm of being, of which all we know of the physical universe
is comprised in the first three of an infinite number of series,
each of which is infinite in its own plane, illustrated matlie-
matically thus:—
12 3 4 5 6 ad infinitum (length)
14 9 16 25 30 ,, ,, (breadth)

, 1 8 27 64 125 216 ,, ,, (thickness)

» Limit of the external uniTorsc, as apprehended by the “senses."

1 16 81 256 625 1296 „ 11

1 32 243 1024 3125 7776 „ 11

1 64 729 4096 15625 46656 ,, 91

11 19 11

11 11 11 91

S’ c
E. T. B.

To the Editor of “Light."
Sir,—It appears to me that “ C. C. M.’s ” explanation of the 

“fourth dimension” is more puzzling and unsatisfactory than 
the original difficulty, and his illustrations of his expositions are 
elaborate fallacies. He says that “ every babe is a two-dimen
sional being till it has related the changes in its perceptions by 
this intuitive reasoning.”

I respectfully submit that the babe does nothing of the kind, 
and that it acquires its knowledge of a third dimension by 
experience ; and no cultivation of its faculties will ever allow it 
to conceive more than three dimensions ; nor will any idea of 
the “relativity of space” enable the mind to infer a fourth 
dimension. What is called a fourth dimension seems to me a 
misapplication of terms, and to be not “ a dimension ” at all. It 
is a verbal juggle—a metaphysical and an argumentative illusion. 

Newton Crosland.
London, 15th January, 1881.

THE MICKLEGATE GHOST.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Silt,—I beg to forward you an extract which I have just cut 
from the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle, thinking that it may 
interest your readers, some of whom might bo able to explain 
this remarkable phenomenon. I enclose my card and remain, 
Sir, Faithfully yours, E. M. J.

Sth January, 1881.
An account of this very unusual and, I may add, inexplicable 

phenomenon will, I have no doubt, prove acceptable to many of 
your readers. My attention was first drawn to the circumstance 
when on a visit to the ancient city of York some years ago ; but 
not being able to stay there over Sunday, I was debarred the 
privilege of seeing the enactment. I may add that I have many 
personal friends, on whose veracity I can rely, who sincerely and 
emphatically declare to me that they have witnessed the incidents 
I am about to relate. I assign no reason for this marvellous 
manifestation, but leaver the facts to speak for themselves, 
appealing to the good sense and sober judgment of your 
readers to decide for themselves whence this mystery proceeds. 
About twelve months ago a London journal published the 
following communication from a gentleman, writing to the Rev. 
Baring Gould in 1866. The writer says :—

“ While staying at York about a year ago, I first heard of the 
apparition or ghost, supposed to be seen in Trinity Church, 
Micklegate. I felt curious to see a ghost, if such a thing could 
be seen without the usual concomitants of a dark night 
and a lone house. Accordingly I went to church one 
hot Sunday morning. The east window of the church 
is of stained glass of no peculiar design (rather tawdry), 
except that the colouring is much richer in the centre than at 
the sides, and at the extreme edge there is one pane of unstained 
glass which runs all round the window. The peculiarity of tho 
apparition is that it is seen on the window itself, rather less than 
half way from the bottom (as I saw it from the gallery), and has 
much the effect as that of a slide drawn through a magic lantern, 
when seen on the exhibition sheet The form seen is that of a 
figure dressed in white walking across the window, and gives 
the idea of one passing the churchyard in a surplice. I was told 
that on Trinity Sunday three appeared, and on the day I was 
there, which was on one of the Sundays after Trinity, there were 
rarely less than throe visible. . They began to move across the 
window before the service, when there was no one present but 
ourselves, and also when the Venite was sung, continuing till 
the conclusion of the sermon. Of tho three figures two were 
evidently women, the third was a child. One of the women was 
tall and graceful, the other middle-sized ; the second was called 
nursemaid, from her evident care of tho child during the 
absence of the mother, which relationship is attributed to the 
taller from the passionate affection sho exhibited to the child 
caressing it.”

The correspondent goes on to describe how the mother came 
from the north side of the window, and having gone about half
way across, stopped and waved her arms, which signal was 
answered by the appearance of the nurse and child. Both 
figures bend over tho child, and appear to bemoan its fate, the 
taller one always appearing most frantic. This was repeated 
several times, and then they retired to the north side of the 
window. The louder the music the more frantic were their 
gestures. Where the colours of the window are least light the 
figures are most distinct, and on the pane of plain glass they 
were perfectly distinct. The writer emphatically declares that 
he saw the right arm of the medium figure ‘ ‘ bare to tho 
shoulder, with beautiful folds of white drapery hanging from 
it like a Greek statue. No one in the church seemed to be in 
the least discomposed, or, indeed, to observe it. The incum
bent of the church has watched night and day to endeavour to 
find out the imposture, if imposture it is. He is unable to find 
any clue to the mystery.” The correspondent adds that tho 
trees in the churchyard can have nothing to do with it, as their 
movement is entirely independent of the figures. As late as 
1874 the trees had been cut down, and still the figures were to 
be seen. If any of your readers have any further information 
on the subject I think it would prove interesting.

W. M, Braithwaite, 
Ulverston.
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EPES SARGENT’S “SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF 
SPIRITUALISM"*

By M. A. (Oxon)

“ Notwithstanding my ago and my exemption from the controversies of the day, 
I feel it my dntv to bear testimony to the great fact of Spiritualism. 
No ono should keep silent.”—Immanuel H. Fichte.

*' It is a question, in the first inBtanco, of evidence: it then follows to 
explain, bo far ns we can, such facts os may have been established.”— 
W. E. Gladstone.

Science is a collection of truths. The language of science Is, This is, 
or This is not; This does, or does not happen. Scienoe takes cognizance 
of a phenomenon, and endeavours to discover its law.”—John Stuart Mill.

** The testimony has been so abundant and consentaneous, that either the facts 
must bo admitted to be such as are reported, or the possibility of 
certifying facts by human testimony must bo given up.”—Challis : Profes
sor of Astronomy in University of Cambridge.

“ Spiritualism is an experimental science, and affords the only basis for atruo 
philosophy and a pure religion.”—Alfred K. Wallace.

If true, it will become the one grand event of the world’s historv, and 
will give an imperishable lustre of glory to the 19th century. . . If the
pretensions of Spiritualism have a rational foundation, no more important 
work has been offered to men than their verification,”—New York 
” Scientific American.”

From the time, now two and twenty years ago, when Mr. 
Epes Sargent published his “ Planchetto,” down to his latest 
effort, which lies before us fresh from the printer, his labours in 
the cause of Spiritualism have been ceaseless and unwearying. 
Probably it will never be known to what an extent the periodical 
literature of Spiritualism has been enriched by his pen ; how 
much of solid, substantial instruction we owe to the man who 
knew, as few others do, the subject on which he wrote so 
voluminously, and who, in writing, never lost his head in an 
access of enthusiasm, or was carried into impracticability by an 
outburst of unreasoning zeal. Mr. Crookes once described his 
first book as “ the best to put into the hands of an investi
gator and in so doing he probably had regard to what was 
conspicuous by its absence, as much as to the actual contents of 
the volume. Mr. Sargent’s writings—and this, his latest work, 
has the same distinguishing characteristics in a high degree— 
are marked by a keen appreciation of what constitutes scientific 
evidence. He instinctively puts aside weak points that would 
lessen the force of his argument, and marshals his fact3 and 
testimony in strong and orderly sequence. So completely is his 
mental vision filled with the necessity for care in this respect, 
that he sometimes does scant justice, as wo are inclined to 
think, to subtler and finer shades of evidence which, though 
they make very strongly for his general conclusion, are of “ the 
things spiritual, spiritually discerned,” and, consequently, not to 
be established on the lines of scientific demonstration. Ho is 
resolute to present the Scientific Basis in a purely scientific 
manner.

The basis he rests on the phenomena of Clairvoyance and 
Psychography : or, as he prefers to call it, Pneumatography. 
These two facts, representing the physical and psychical aspects 
of many analogous phenomena, he takes as typical, and as 
affording a firm basis for a Psycho-physical Science. Some 
remarkable narratives illustrative of his psychographic experi
ments we present to our readers in another column.

The evidence which he adduces for the reality of Clairvoy
ance, especially that connected with the name of Alexis Didier, 
is already familiar to most students of the literature of 
Spiritualism. A valuable letter of Robert Houdin, the most 
celebrated of French conjurors, testifies to his complete 
bewilderment at the results he witnessed. He played a game 
at ecarte, bringing his own unopened pack of cards, the envelope 
so marked that he could be sure it was not changed. A skilful 
player, he put forth all his art. In vain : Alexis told him the 
cards he was going to play, and presented his own card face 
downwards, yet always right when turned up. “ I have,” says 
Houdin, “ returned from this stance as much overwhelmed with 
astonishment as I could well be, and persuaded that it is 
altogether impossible that either chance or address could have 
produced effects so marvellous.” [p. 156.]

Beyond the facts which he considers to form the basis, Mr. 
Sargent devotes some attention to Form-Manifestations 
respecting which he adduces some very cogent testimony. But 
he, wisely, as we think, lays most stress on the formation of the 
spirit-hand, a detached member governed by manifest 
ntelligence, which has been observed under conditions perfectly 

satisfactory by so many competent witnesses. A very typical 
case is that recorded by Mr. Crookes, F.R.S. :—

“ Under the strictest test conditions I have more than once 
had a solid, self-luminous, crystalline body placed in my hand by

' The Scientific Buis of Spiritualism. By Epes Sargent. Boston: Colby and Bich. 

a hand that did not belong to any person in the room. In the 
light I have seen a luminous cloud hover over a heliotrope on a 
side-table, break a sprig oft’, and carry the sprig to a lady ; and 
on some occasions I have seen a similar luminous cloud visibly 
condense to the form of a hand and carry small objects about.”

This testimony might be indefinitely multiplied. We 
ourselves have more than once been grasped by a large liand, 
of natural shape and temperature, which has pulled us up from a 
sitting posture to an erect one, then to the chair on which we 
had been sitting, and afterwards to the table, until the liand 
faded in our grasp at the ceiling. This in the presence of Mr. 
Williams, both on his own premises and in a private house. 
Where was the fulcrum there ! There was no room for deception ; 
and that constitutes for us the chief value of the experiment. 
In all such investigations it is first and especially necessary to 
clear the ground of the possibility of a “ perhaps.” Mr. Sargent 
is right in pointing to the evidence for the detached spirit-hand 
as strong enough to resist all fair assaults.

Into the philosophical rejoinders which our author makes to 
Professor Wundt, of Leipzig, to Hartmann’s dreary pessimism, 
we do not enter. The argument in each case is a piece of 
clear and incisive reasoning which it would be impossible to 
condense, and which must be studied at first hand.

Scattered up and down there are some grand passages bearing 
eloquent witness to the author’s appreciation cf the philosophical 
and religious bearings of his subject. To these we may, perhaps, 
recur. They have a ring in them which tells of supreme 
conviction, and they derive an added weight from the con
sideration that they are the final deliverance, the last measured 
judgment, of a mind that for along course of years had devoted 
its best energies to the critical analysis of the philosophy of 
Spiritualism, and which, when these passages were penned, was 
to all human likelihood losing its hold on time, and gazing into 
the dim prospect of the future. To him, that which lies beyond 
is less hazy than to most of us : his vision has been trained to 
pierce the clouds that shroud for most men the entrance to the 
world of spirit. But, none the less, words such as these gain an 
immeasurable weight of added significance from the fact that 
they express the matured and final judgment of an expert who 
is near to the time when his opinion will be brought to the last 
great test and his work be tried of what kind it is :—

“ The facts of Spiritualism, rightly construed, hold out the 
loftiest inducements to a noble, beneficent life. It proclaims to 
us that we think and do in the sight of a host of witnesses : it 
recognises the supremacy of law, physical, moral, and spiritual : 
it lookB for no relief from the penalties of sin through the 
mystical sufferings of another: it teaches no vicarious advantage. 
It illustrates the efficacy of prayer, but teaches that the power 
of finite spirits is limited, and that the Divine Benignity is 
exercised in harmony with laws which it is for us to study and 
to obey. It proves that as we sow we reap, and that man is 
preparing his future condition while here,by his ruling thoughts, 
devices, and acts, and is thus his own punisher, his own 
rewarder.”—[p. 167.]

If it be the will of tho Supreme it would, as man may judge, 
be an incalculable gain that so doughty a champion of the 
faith should be spared to us. If the Supreme Will decide 
otherwise, no fitter termination to his life-long labours can be 
conceived than this volume which his closing years have 
given us.

Devoutly look, and nought
But wonders shall pass by thee ;
Devoutly read, and then 
All books shall edify thee ; 
Devoutly speak, and men 
Devoutly listen to thee; 
Devoutly act, and then 
The strength of God acts through thee.

Wisdom of the Brahmins.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

E. C.—Your kind offer shall bo placed in the hands of “R.E.D.”
F. H.S.—Have returned your MS., as it is much too lengthy.

Can you send ub a short paragraph on the subject t
A.E.N.—Your expressions of sympathy and good-will are very 

encouraging. You have our good wishes in return. Some 
day we may avail ourselves of your generous offer.

Dr. J. M. Peebles whites that ho iB engaged upon a now 
work in illustration of the Life of Jesus, and embracing 
communications, received through mediums in all parts of the 
world, upon the subject of His life and influence.
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WHO ARE THESE SPIRITUALISTS ? Spiritualist Societies.
The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful 

investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of 
some of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :—

Archbishop Whately: the late Lord Brougham: the Earl of 
Dunraveu; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President 
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain: the late William 
Howitt: the late George Thompson ; the late Harriett Martineau ; 
’Gerald Massey; T. Adolphus Trollope ; S. C. Hall, F.S.A.

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A.; the late W. Lloyd 
Garrison ; the late Hon. R. Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A, 
■•at the Court of Naples ; the late Hon. J. W. Edmunds, sometime 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New York ; the late Professor 
Mapee, the eminent chemist. U.S.A.; the late Dr. Robert Hare, 
Professor of Chemistry at Harvard University, U.S.A.; Bishop 
"Clarke, of Shooe Island, U.S.A.; Darius Lyman, of Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science, 
Fellow. Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal 
"Society; Cromwell Varley. F.RS., C.E.; A. R. Wallace, F.RG.S., the 
■eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science; W. F. 
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin ; 
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of 
'Cambridge ; Lord Lindsay, M.P., F.RS., President of the Royal 
Astronomical Society ; Dr. Lockhart Robertson. F.R.S.. long one of 
the editore of the Journal of Science; the late Dr. J. Elliotson, 
F.RS., sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the 
Mathematical Society of London : the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E., 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late 
Dr. Ashburner : the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.S.E. ; Professor 
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the celebrated traveller, 
H.B.M. Consul at Trieste.

The Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon : President 
Thiers ; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ; 
the late Prince Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial 
Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg ; the late Baron L. de 
GuldenstUbbe ; Count A. de Gasparin ; the Baron and Baroness von 
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. Leon Favre, Consul-General of 
France.; Victor Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist, 
author of "Scientific Treatises,” “Transcendental Physics," &c., 
whose recent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide 
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University 
-of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general 
subject of Psychology; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of 
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor 
of Physics in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the 
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation 
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fichte. Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ; 
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St. Peters
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the 
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy, 
Wurzburg; Dr. Robert Friesc, of Breslau; Mons. Camille Flam- 
marion. the well-known astronomer ; and many other membere of 
learned eocietiee in this and other countries, and a rant number of 
person* eminent in literature, eeu-nce, und at. and in the ranks <f 
social life, whose names we are not at liberty to mention.

Is it Conjuring?
It is sometimes confidently alleged that mediums are only 

clever conjurers, who easily deceive the simple-minded and 
unwary. But how, then, about the conjurers themselves, some 
of the most accomplished of whom have declared that the 
“ manifestations ’’ are utterly beyond the resources of their art ?—

Robert Houdin, the great French conjurer, investigated the 
subject of clairvoyance with the sensitive, Alexis Didier. In the 
result he unreservedly admitted that what he had observed was 
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. See “ Psychische 
Studien ” for January, 1878, p. 43.

Pbofessob Jacobb.—Licht, mehr Licht, in its number of May 
16th, 1880, gave a letter from the well-known professional conjurer, 
Jacobs, to the Psychological Society in Paris, avowing himself a 
Spiritualist, and offering suggestions for the discrimination of 
genuine from spurious manifestations.

Samuel Bellachini, Court Conjurer at Berlin.—I hereby 
declare it to be a rash action to give decisive judgment upon the 
objective medial performance of the American medium, Mr. 
Henry Slade, after only one sitting and the observations so made. 
After I had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of 
rank and position, and also for my own interest, tested the physical 
mediumship of Mr. Slade, in a series of sittings by full daylight, 
as wall as in the evening in his bed-room, I must, for the sake of 
truth, hereby certify that the phenomenal occurrences with Mr. 
Slade have been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest 
observation and investigation of his surroundings, including the 
table, and that. I have not in the smallest degree found anything to 
be produced by means of prestidigitative manifestations, or by 
mechanical apparatus; and that any explanation of the experi
ments which took place under the circumstances and conditions then 
obtaining by any reference to prestidigitation, io absolutely 
impoadble. It must rest with such men of science as Crookes and 
Wallace, in London; Perty, in Berne; Butlerof, in St. Petersburg ; 
to search for the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove 
its reality. I declare, moreover, the published opinions of laymen as 
to the “How” of this subject to be premature, and, according to 
my view and experience, false and one-sided. This, my declaration, 
is signed and executed before a Notary and witnesses.—(Signed) 
Bamuel Bellachini, Berlin, Dec. 6, 1877.

Secretaries and Presidents of Societies will oblige by informing the Editor of 
Light of any alterations that may from time to time be necessary in the 
following list:—

METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Great Bussell Street, Blooms

bury, London, W.O. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Secretary.
Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Aker man Road, Brixton, London, 8.W. Mr. 

H. E. Prances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, 8. W.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston 

Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr. J. J. Morse, President.
Goswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Goswell Road, E.C. Secretary, Mr. 

W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Bamsbury Road, N.
Hackney Christian Spiritual Evidence Society. 7, Ellingfort Road, Mare Street, 

Hackney, London. E. Mr. C. Rhys Williams , Manager.
Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great 

Quebec-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Ho a. Secretary.
South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth 

Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, B E.
Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Hol born, 

London, W.C. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.
PROVINCIAL.

Ashington Spiritual Society. Mr. G. Scott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery, 
N orthum oerland.

BatleyCarr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary.
Birmingham Society of Spiritualists. Mr. J. Kennedy, Secretary, OoseUs Street 

Board School, Birmingham.
Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312, Bridge Street West. Mr. John 

Colley, Hon. Secretary.
Bolton Spiritualist Association. Mr. D. Cordingley, Secretary, Bath Street, 

Bolton.
Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitxroy 8treet. Mr. 

James Harpley, Secretary.
Cardiff Free Library and Meeting Room. 157, Bute Road, Cardiff. Mr. George 

Saddler, Manager.
Cardiff Spiritual Society. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff. Mr. W. Paynter, Hon. 

Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. Mr. J. Hodge’s Rooms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association. Mr. James Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpson Street* 

NewShildon.
Excelsior Society of Spiritualists. Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr. 

G. Hall, Choppington Colliery.
Gateshead Spiritual Society. Temperance Hall, High Street.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate Street. Mr. John Me G. 

Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govanhill, Glasgow.
Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 3, Waterpark 

Terrace, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peacock Yard, Union Street, Halifax, Mr. C. 

Appleyard, Secretary.
Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers. 

2, Caroline Street, Hull.
Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. Mr. J. Tillotson, Secretary.
Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. > Mr. Charles Parsons, Secretary, 

Hume Street, Mill, Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Secretary, 153, Mottram Road, 
Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. Secretary, Mr. R. Wightman, 53, Cranbourno 
Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spiritualists’ Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. G. F. 
Turner, Secretary.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Mr. J. Chapman, Hon. Secretary, 10, Dunkeld 
8treet, Liverpool.

Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.
Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. 8. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond 

Street West, Macclesfield.
Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, 

Hulme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 329, Stretford Rond, Man
chester.

Midland District Spiritualkts’ Committee. Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
338, St. Ann’s Well Road, Nottingham.

Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holbora Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr. J. E. 
Sharp, Secretary.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. H. A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Ealington Torrace, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 39, Lower 
Talbot Street.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union 
8treot. Mr. T. Kershaw, Secretary, 8, High Street.

Oseett Spiritual Institution. Ossett Green, near the G. N, R. Station. Mr. C. 
Hallgath, Secretary.

Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 16, Equitable Street.
Salford Spiritualists’ Society. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion, 

Secretary, 33, Downing 8treet, Manchester.
Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary, 

Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Sowerby Bridge.
Yorkshire District Oommittteo of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Poole, 

28, Park 8treet, Barker End Road, Bradford.
Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George Street, Walsall. Mr. Thos. Blinkhorn, 

Secretary.RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.
This Jourmal is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely 

free from all Sectarian bias. It is neutral in nothing, but expresses dear ana 
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. It is the 
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much 
as in the interest of Soienoe, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested 
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines 
credence to phenomena which cannot st^nd the test of careful scrutiny.

Terms— 15b, nr Advance, Address Jno. C. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois, 
U.8. A. Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E., is Agent for England,and 
will receive subscriptions. P.O.O. on London E.C.

THE BANNER OF LIGHT.
The oldest Journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the world! Issued 

weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, Mass. Colby and Rich, Publishers 
and Proprietors. Isaac B. Rich, Borines Manager; Luther Colby, Editor, aided 
by a large corps of able writers. Terms of Subscription, in advance, 15b. per 

annum. English Agent—J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon Rood, Dalston, E.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examiner is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of 
England. It contains articles on Political. Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of 
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches: Chats with Children; 
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Price Ore Pkmrt. Quarterly Subsaription by Post ls-7id.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(established 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.

COUNCIL.
Adshead, W. P Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire. 
Barrett,?., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., Tho Mansion, Richmond. 
Bowman, J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Calder, A., 1, Hereford-square, South Kensington, S.W. 
Coffin, W. H., 94, Cornwall*gardens, Queen’s-gate, S.W.
Crossland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E. 
Edmands, T. H„ 7, Oberstein-road, New Wandsworth.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Clnb, 14, St. James*s-sqre., S.W. 
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W. 
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W. . 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-rofed, Brixton, S.W. 
Green, G. F., 4, Shrewsbnry-villas, Plumstead-commou, Kent. 
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-crescent, West bourne-square, W. 
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton. 
Lamont, J., 45, Presoott-street, Liverool.
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. jAmes's-square, S.W. 
Mangune, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, 8.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta. 
MiaU, Rev. W., 236, Richmond-road, Hackney, E.
Morse, J. J., 22, Palatine-road, Stoke Newington, N. 
Pearson, Cornelius, 15. Harpnr-ztreet, Bloomsbury, W.C. 
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder's Hill, Hendon, N.W. 
Podmore, Frank, 15, Hart-street, W.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent's Park, N.W. 
Rogen, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N. 
Rondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W. 
Tneobald, Morell, 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.
Tietkens, E. A., 18, Oakley-square, N.W.
Tredwen, R. Pomeroy, 40, Claverton-street, Pimlico, S.W. 
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W.

President.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

Vice-Presidents.
Mn. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers,
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Hon. Treasurer.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

Auditors.
J. W. Gray, Eeq. G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq.

Secretart.
Mr. Thoe. Blyton, 33, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 

Honorart or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdj£, Capoussou, Con

stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pcsth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschaoh, Styria, viA Gratz, 

Austria.
The Baroness Guldenstabbe, 29, Rue de Treviso, Paris. 
Colonel Don Santiago Bassois y Folguera, Madrid. 
El Visconde de Torres-Solanot, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksokof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect, 

6, St. Petersburg.
M. Gustave de Veh, 1, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany. 
Signor Sebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy. 
Herr Constantin Delhez. Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, New York, U.S.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell. La Tresorerie, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer. 
Baboo Pearyehand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta.
James Mylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal. 
Mrs. Emma Haruinge-Britten, San Francisco, U.S.A. 
A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland. 
The Rev. J. Tyerman, 45, Drummond-street, Carlton, Melbourne. 
Professor Friedrich Zollner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland. 
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germany, 
Gregor C. Wittig, Esq., Kornerstrasse. 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Esq., 84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne. Victoria, Australia. 
M. Leymarie, 5, Rue Nenve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris. 
Epes Sargent, Esq., Box 2,935, Boston, U.8.A.
H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell, Esq., M.D., 196, Cliuton-avenne, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
M. Ldon Favre Clavairoz, Consul-GtWral do France, Ville Bouridree, St. Maur 

les Fosses, pris Paris.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Albany, New York, U.S.A.
W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, Bouth Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Eeq.. 2,210, Mount Vernon-street. Philadelphia. 
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia. 
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignnc, Gironde, Franco.
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunfere, Paris. 
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A. 
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-plaee, Boston, U.S.A. 
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Cbanssta St. Pierre. Etterbeck, Brussels. 
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de PalAis, 137, Schacrbeck, Lex-Bruxelles. 
Lieut. -CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rne de Vienne, Brussels.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York. 
Comte de Bullet, Hotel del’Athenta, Rue 8cribe, Paris.
J. L. O'8ullivan, Esq., 30, Upper Gloucester-placo, Dorsct-squaro, London, N.W. 
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8.. H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
A. K. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Waldron Edge, Duppas-hill, Croydon. 
Isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-plaee, Boston, U.S.A 
Mdlle. Huet, 173, Rne St. HonerS, Paris.
W. S. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A 
Dr. Grunhut, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary. 
Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.
J. W. Day. Esq., 9, Montgomerp-place, Boston, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W. 
Signor Damiani, 2, Vico del Vasto, Palazzo dol Vasto, Chiaja, Naples. 
Dr. Puel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-itrasse, near Vienna. 
M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.
Berks T. Hutchinson. Esq., 2, New-stroet, Cape Town, South Africa. 
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq.,128. West 43rd-strect, New York.
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans,

Allied Societies.
Dalston Association of Enquirers into Spiritualism. President—-Mr. J. J. Morse, 

55,Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Francos, 22, Cowley-road, 

Brixton, S.W.
Liverpool Psychological Society. Secretary—Mr. John Chapman, 10,

Dunkeld-stroet, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritual Society. Hon. 8ec.—Mr. W. Paynter, 3, Angel-street, 

Cardiff.
The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec., 

Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terraoe, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.

The Sipuiter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaszko, 
J owe fa tad t Erzherzog Alexander-gaase, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.

Sociedad Espiritizta Espafiola, Cervantes, 34. 28, Madrid. President—ElViscondw 
de Torrez-Solanot.

Sociedad Espirit* Central de la Republic* Mexican*. President- Befior Refugio 
T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.

Sociedad Espirita di Bogota. Colombia, South America. President—Seflor 
Manuel Jose Angarita.

L'Union Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M, Charles Fritz, 121, Rue de 
Louvain, Brussels.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting BpiritualUtz of 
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the' 
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and enquirer* 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large collection of 
the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, and a Reading Room, where 
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are 
regularly supplied.

The Secretary is in attendance to reoeive visitors, and answer enquiries, every 
day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 pun. • other days, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Well-organized 84anoes, to which a limited number of enquirers are admitted 
free of cost, are held under strict test conditions.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admissfotr 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each, 
meeting.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for members of Council ... 0 5 (T 
Town members, do., do. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 6
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the right of 

purchasing tickets for the Sdanoes, and taking out one volume from 
the lending library ... ... ... ... ... ...110

Family tickets, with aU privileges ... ... ... ... ...2 2 0
Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan 

postal district.
Suitable rooms may be hired on moderate terms for Stances, Ac., and also for 

committee or other meetings.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All communications and enquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secret 

tary, Mb. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Post Office Orders 
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office.

Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured from the several 
allied Societies.

THOS. BLYTON, Secrttary.
Business for the Ensuing Week.

Tuesday, January 25th.—Special Council Meeting, at 6.30 p.m.

WANTED, an ACTIVE and INTELLIGENT YOUNG LADYF 
to assist of an afternoon in the Reading Room and Library of tho 

British National Association of Spiritualists. A young person preferred who 
would reside on the premises, ana help in a small family. Apply personally, 
any evening after six o'clock, to the Resident Secretary, 38, Great Russell- 
street, W.C.

THE TRUTHSEEKER,
Edited by the Bev. John Page Hopps, is published on the first of every months 
Every number contains original lectures, essays, and reviews of present and? 

permanent interest.

PRICE THREEPENCE.
London : Williams A Norgate. 14, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. Manchester^ 
Johnson A Rawson, 89, Market Street, and J. Hoywood, Deansgate. Leioester : 

J. A T. Spencer, 20, Market Place.
Any Bookseller can supply “ The Tbuthseekeb ” to order. A Post Office' 

Order for 3s. 6d., sent to the Editor (De Montfort Street, Leicester), or to the • 
Publishers, will secure a copy for a year, by post, to any address. Two copies 6s., 
post free.

The Truth8Eekeb for 1881, in addition to Articles on tho subjects of the day* 
will contain

A series of Papers on—The new revised version of the New Testament; 
and courses of Lectures, by the Editor, on the following subjects :—

Three on—The Hibbert Trust Lectures.
L—Lectures on tho origin and growth of Religion as illustrated by 

the religions of India; by F. Max MUller, M.A.
2. —Lectures on the origin and growth of Religion as illustrated by

the religion of ancient Egypt: by P. Lo Page Renouf.
3. —Lectures on the influence of tho institutions, thought, and culture

of Romo, on Christianity and the development of tho Catholio 
Church: by Ernest Renan.

Three on—A return to the real Jesus of the Gospels the great religious 
NXED OF THE AGE.

Four on—Plain reasons for Nonconformity to the State Church as it is, 
AND TO THS Boos OF COMMON PRATER.

One on—Belief in the absolute authority of the Bible, considered as a 
HINDRANCE TO PERSONAL THOUGHT AND RATIONAL FAITH.

The Truthseeker will also contain a series of papers entitled, *' Christianity 
and the Supernatural : a discussion by tne Revs. C. Hargrove, M.A., 
Leeds; A. M. Creery, M. A., Buxton; Eli Fay, Sheffield ; E. R. Grant, North
ampton ; J. F. Smith, Chesterfield ; E. C. Towno, B.A., Stannington ; P.- H. 
Wickstoed, M. A., London; and the Editor.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”
LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299. New North-road.
J. M. Dali, 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-sqnare.
R. Cocker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.

PROVINCIAL.
J. Hktwood, Manchester.
S. Billows, Printer, High-street, Keighley.
E. J. Blakk, 49, Grainger-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
J. Bent, 1, Town Hall, Leicester.
W. Yates, 39, Lower Talbot street, Nottingham.
W. Cooper, 14, Double-row, New Delaval.
R. V. Holton, Lombard-street, Abingdon.
J. F. Hunt, Biggleswade.
E. FoLet, 102, Ickneild-street, Birmingham.
J. Groom, 200, St. Vincent-street, Birmingham.

Printed for the Eclectic Publishing Compant (Limited), by the
National Press Agency (Limited), 13, Wbitefriars-street, E.C.— 
Saturday, January 22, 1881.
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