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Mr. Matthews would be glad of any help, either flowers for the Altar or money
to carry on the work at the above Hall. Any friend who can and will come
forward to speak at the Hall will receive a hearty welcome.

An
The

Quebec Hall, 25, Great Quebec Street, Marylebone Road.

UNDAY NEXT, AUGUST 28th, at 7 p.m., Mr. WILSON
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asin theinterest of 8cience, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines
credenoe to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.

Terms 15b. in Advance. Address Jno. C. Bundy. Editor, Chicago, lllinois,
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WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, BY M. A. (OXON.)

P8YCHOORAPHY: OR DIRECT WRITING.—A collection of evidence of
the reality of the phenomenon of writing without human agency, in a closer
alate or other space, access to which by ordinary means is precluded. Prioe 5@.
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SPIRIT IDEMTITY .—An argument for the reality of the return of departed
human spirits, illustrated by many narratives from personal experience; together
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Price 5s.
Harrison, 33, Museum-street.

““A very remarkable book, and one which should be read by all students
of modern phases of thought”’—whitehall Review.

** Wise reflections and valuable suggestions from an able and logical pen.”
—Spiritual Notes.

-+ 5L masterly little work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing weak or
emotional; it is cool, clear, moderate, and oonciBe: the work of a scholar
who knows howto learn and how to teach.”—Banner of Light.

** The author is among the ablest advooates of Spiritualism in England,
and everything he writes is valuable. A clear and thoughtful style @ high
scholastic culture and literary ability.”—Re*igio-Philosophical Magazine.

“‘This invaluable little volume a practical handbook for the
guidance of wise investigators that should take its place in the library of
every earnest Spiritualist.”—pPyschological Review.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.—A statement of the moral and
religious teachingsof Spiritualism ; and a comparison of the present epoch with
its spiritual interventions with the age immediately preceding the birth of Christ.
Price 2s. 6d. (E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Mana-lane.)

* |tisgnite impossible to over-estimate the good that is done to Spiritualism
by such books as this. It represents the most advanced stage of thought,
and from the first page tothe last it is made evident that a most cultured
mind is addressing readers who are like-minded. This is especially evident
in the portions of the work which deal with the religious and scientific
aspects of the subject.”—spiritual Notes, London.

” The work bears throughout those indications of careful investigation, a
cordial admission of newlﬁdiscovered truths, and an appeal to the loftiest
sentiments of humanity, that have characterised the previous writings of its
distinguished author.”—Banner of Light, Boston, U.S.A.

** A valuable little work from the pen of the well-known and highly-
esteemed writer whose many contributions in defence of Spiritualism have
been putforth under the nom deplume of M.A/Oxon.) Itcontains much inte-
resting matter that every Spiritualist ought to be in possession of....................
full of interest to thouﬁh ul Spiritualists; evidently the result of muoh
liberal reflection, as well as of a clear Intuitive judgment”—r. P. Journal,
Chicago, U.S.A.

The chicano Times of June 19, 1880, which highlycommends the tone and
style of the bookin along review of nearly two olosaly-printed columns, says:
—*““The author does notweary the reader with spiritual communications
conveyed to himself alone; he writeswith exceptional clearness, candour,and
co?ency: he isa master of strong and graphic English: his logic is unassail*
able, and his spirit extremely snave, manly,and straightforward. Heis a high
authority among Spiritualists.”
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Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Price One Penny. Quarterly Subscription by Post, Is. 7jd.

THE MANSION,
RICHMOND HILL, NEAR LONDON.
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ISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist and Rubber, has RE-
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speedily cored without medicine. Terms moderate.
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Secretaries and Presidents of Societies will oblige by informing ths Editor of
Light of any alterations that may from timeto time be necessary in the
following list

METROPOLITAN.

British National Association of Spiritualists. 88, Great Russell Street, Blooms-
bury, London, W.C. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Secretary.

Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akerman Road, Brixton, London, SW. Mr.
H. E. Frances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, S.W.

Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston
Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr.J. J. Morse, President. Mr. J. Taft,
Secretary.

Goswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Goswell Road, E.O. Secretary. Mr.
W. Towns, 161, Manor Place, Walworth Road, 8.E.

Hackney Primitive Christian Mission. 7, EUingfort Rood, Mare Street,
ney, E. Mr. 0. Rhys Williams, Manager.

Islington Home Circle. 70, High Street, Islington.

resident.

Ladbroke Hall, Notting Hill, London, W.
Kensington Park Road, Notting Hill, W.

Marvlebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great
Quebeo-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Hon. Secretary.

South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth
Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, S.E.

Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn,
London, W.C. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.

PROVINCIAL.

Mr. G. 8cott, Secretary,

Mr. Hugh Hutchinson.

Mr. F. O. Matthews, Manager, 126,

Ashington Spiritua(lj Sooiety. Ashington Colliery,

Northumberland.
B&tley Carr Association of Spiritualists.

Birmingham Socie\t}/_ of Spiritualists. OQoxells 8treet Board School. Mr. R
Groom, 200, St. Vincent 8treet, Birmingham.

Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 812, Bridge Street West. Mr. John
Colley, Hon. Secretary.

Bolton Spiritualist Association.

Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary.

Mr. D. Oordingley, Secretary, Bath Street,

Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitzroy Street. Mr
James Harpley, Secretary.
Cardiff Progressive Library of Scientific and _Spiritual Literature.
ardiff. Mr. Géorge Sadler, Proprietor.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff. Mr. W. Paynter, Hon.
Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. The Lyceum of Psychology. Mr. 0. O. Largen, Hon. Sec.
Rooms, High Northgate.
Durrslarl]r_TdDistrict Association. Hon. Sec., Mr. Joshua Gill, 6, Cottage Row, Old
ildon.
Exoelsior Society of Spiritualists? Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary. Mr.
G. Hall. Choppington Colliery.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate Street.
Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govanhill, Glasgow.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peaoock Yard. Union Street, Halifax. Mr. C.
ppleyard, Secretary, 6, Albert Street, Gibbet Street.
HullPsychological Society for Investigation, P. Library, 22, Prospect Street,

157, Bute

Hodge's

Mr. John MoG.

Keighley Lyceum.
Albert Street.

Leicester Spiritualist Sooiety. President, Mr. E. Larrad, 10, Edwyn 8treet
Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. Wightman, 56, Cranbourne Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spiritualists’ Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. G. F.

urner, Secretary.

Liverpool Psychological Society.
street, Everton, Liverpool.

Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.

Macglesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. 8. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12. Bond
Street West, Macclesfield.

Manchester Association of Spiritualists.
Hulme, Manchester.
cheater.

Midland District Spiritualists’ Committee.
200, St. Vincent-street, Birmingham.
Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr.J. E.

Sharp, Secretary.
Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate Street,
Newcastle-ou-Tyne. _ Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. 0. Robson, 8, Brandling

Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 39, Beutinck

51, Worth Terraoce, Keighley. Secretary, Mr. A. Morrell,

Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. Morris, 35, CoWen-

Temperanoe Hall, Grosvenor Street,
Mr. Braham, Secretary, 329, Stretford Rood, Mm.

Hon. Secretary, Mr.A. J. Smythe,

oad, The Forest.
Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union
Street. Secretary, Mr. A. Farrar, 7, Dawson Street, Lees.

Ossett SRirituaI Institution. Ossett Green, near the G. N. R. Station. Mr. C.
Hall™ath, Secretary.

Plymouth Free Spiritual Society. Secretary, Rev. C. Ware, 12, Stanley Terraoe,
Albert Road.

Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 53, Hare Street

Salford Spiritualists* Societ¥. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion,
Secretary, 33, Downing Btreet, Manchester.

Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lgceum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary,
Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Sowerby Bridge.

Walsall Spiritual Society. Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. Tibbits, Junction Street

Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 33, Waterpark Ter-
race, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.

Yorkshire District Committtee of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Pools.
28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.
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IRKBECK BANK.—Southampton Buildings, Chanoery Lane.
Current Accounts opened according to the usual practice of other Bankers,

and Interest allowed on the minimum monthly balanoes when not drawn below

£25. No oommission charged for keeping Aooounts.

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three per cent. Interest"epayable
on demand.

The Bank undertakes for its Customers, free of charge, the custod¥/ of Deeds,
Writings, and other Securities and Valuables; the collection of Bills of Exchange,
Dividends, and Coupons; and the purchase and sale of Stocks and Shares.
Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued.
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application.

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager.
81st March, 1880. ' g

The Birkbeck &%‘é‘éﬁ‘gﬁ ()Su()rcke/ltfy(llsoér\nual Receipts
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OW TO PURCHASE A PLOT OF LAND FOR FIVE
SHILLINGS FEB MONTH, with immediate posaeesion, either for
Building or Gardening purposes.
Laud Societt.

A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application.

- FRANCIS BAVKNSCBOFT, Msnsger-
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane.
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MR. MOODY'’S TEACHING ABOUT HEAVEN
AND HELL.

its hope; its inhabitants; its certainty; its riches; its rewards.**
oodt.
n.

Mr. Moody in one passage shews that he shares the common
Church error of viewing the angels as a different race of beings
from men. Here again he shews his superficial acquaintance
with his adored text book. The Saviour said once “ They that
have eyes to see, let them see, and they that have ears to hear,
let them hear.” Thereis underlying the preaching of Christ and
His epigrammatic sayings a meet rhythm of satire, as delicate asa
Damascus sword-edge, that is one of the mosttelling signsto a
critical mind of the beauty and harmony of His character. He
was sublime in love, but robust enough to cut a foe keenly, and
courteous enough to do it with due respect to another’s just rights.
We would fully commend the saying we have quoted to some of
our orthodox friends as they study the Bible. They pray for
light; they have more need to pray for ears and eyes. If any-
thing is plain in the Bible it is that it never refers to another
race of beings in any passage. The devil has been personified
into such a being, but to a Hebrew or a Greek scholar he narrows
down to a mere ““adversary.”

The Church to this day has doubts as to ““Recognition
in Heaven.” The writer has been repeatedly asked by
intelligent  Christians whether he thought we should
know each other there; but we are glad to hear the echo
in our ears of one of Moody and Sankey’s songs ““ We’ll know each
other there.” It is a little more heavenly, and a true sign of
progress | Why should our friends have any doubt on the sub-
ject? We read of the ““beloved disciple ” going into heaven and
being guided by an angel, and that angel was “one of the
prophets I”  He appeared to John remarkably human, and all the
beings John saw there were remarkably human, for their very
nationalities and tribal distinctions he observed, and he does not
say a word about seeing any other kind of angel or being, in
heaven, earth, or hell; nor does any other Biblical writer.
Search the Scriptures, ye doubters, and like the Bereans see for
yourselves if these things be so, and get your phylacteries off
your dresses and foreheads and ingrain them in your hearts and
souls and minds. Eat and drink at the living fount of supply,
but for God'’s sake let this poor bewildered race know the truth !

We have just alighted on a beautiful little piece quoted by
Mr. Moody. It shews that he does believe in the affections of
earth lasting into heaven, and as we wish to say more on that
subject further on, we extract it. We are glad to do so, even
if this applies only to the redeemed and not to the loBt as well
Put it with the extract already quoted from the Scotch Baptist
Magazine on the exchange of mothers and sons, and see how
little thinking there is in the Church on these and kindred
matters. Mr. Moody says—““It may be a sister or it may
be a brother who is beckoning you over—

1 Over the river they beckon to me,
Loved ones who've crossed to the further side;
The gleam of their snowy robes | see,
But their voices are drowned in the rushing tide.

There’s one with ringlets of sunny gold,

And eyes the reflection of heaven s own blue;
He crossed in the twilight grey and cold,

And the pale mist hid him from mortal view.

We saw not the angels who met him there,
The gates of the city we could not see;

Over the river, over the river,
My brother stands waiting to welcome me."””

Thank God, Mr. Moody believes that much. Would that he
had eyes to see and ears to hear the whole of these lines. The

“Heaven :
—Bt D. L
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figures in them are rather mixed, but they are good enough for
the more orthodox to get confused by, and the sentiment is
sufficiently true and beautiful to feed their souls while they
choose to abide in darkness.

To shew that Mr. Moody recognises the memory of earth in
heaven here is a poem used by him, as if sung by a Spirit in
heaven:—

© 1 shine in the light of God,
His likeness stamps my brow:
Through the valley of death my feet have trod,
And 1 reign in glory now |

No breaking heart is here,
No keen and thrilling pain,

No wasted cheek where the frequent tear
Hath rolled and left its stain.

O friends of mortal years,
The trusted and the true,

Ye are watching still in the valley of tears,
But | wait to welcome you.

Do | forgetT Ob, no!
For memory’s golden chain.

Shall bind my heart to the hearts below,
Till they meet to touch again.

Each link isstrong and bright,
And love's electric flame
Flows freely down, like a river of light.
To the world from whence | came.

Do you mourn when another star
Shines out from the glittering sky ?

Do you weep when the raging voioe of war
And the storms of conflict die !

Then why should [v)our tears run down,
And your heart be sorely riven,

For another gem in the Saviour’s crown,
And another soul in heaven: ”

Now the writer of this review is a Spiritualist, but if he
were a poet too, and could write his emotions in different
moods, while communing with the grand, and true, and
loving who have gone before, he could scarcely say more than
is Baid here by one who would call Spiritualism Beelzebubian.
We know the solemnity, in such communion, of that passage
in Revelation where it says, “ There was silence in Heaven for
the space of half an hour.” We know other moments of a
lower tone of joyousness when the spell closes its entrancing
effect, and we wish we had the poetic genius of a Milton or of a
sanctified Byron, that we could give expression to our feelings.
But it is done for us in pretty verse in these lines. We wish no
clearer expression of Spiritualism than is contained here. We
would call the attention of the Church to these verses, and
would ask them to reflect on the meaning of their rhapsodies in
rhyme. We are dealing with religious minds, and not with
materialists. Theologians profess to use their reason. They
admit the doctrine of Immortality. We are one, then, on that.
Now we are determined in this and in all our writings to call on
them to say what they mean, or reject their loose fancies. We
are prepared to meet any one in rigid argument on these lines,
and thousands more like them, scattered throughout Christian
hymnology, and we dare them to deny the ought-to-be of Spirit-
ualism. We say nothing about the fact of Spiritualism eitherin
the Bible or in the modem phase of it. But here are the
admissions of Immortality, and of a heaven filled with fathers
and mothers, sisters and brothers, wives and husbands, and
friends and relatives, who, Mr. Moody and his poetical friend
say, are full of tender memories, deep affections, and in each
the “link ” of ““ love's electric flame ” flowing * freely down,
like a river of light, to the world from whence I came.” Now
with that psychological basis of humanity in Heaven and a
kindred one on earth, we deliberately say this, that it
cannot be that the plan of the Deity should forbid the possibility
‘of intercourse between them; that it is not His iron law,
but our own ignorance that is the bar to such intercourse—
an intercourse necessitated by the divinest emotions that the
human mind can conoeive. We say it is a divine thing—a wife’s
love, a husband’s affection. If any Calvin, or Augustine, or any
other of similar spirit dare to affirm that God planned an eternal
hell, we point our finger to the trembling love of the youth and
maiden, in its fitful ebbs and flows of hope and exultancy ; to
the consecration scene of their wedding day ; to the loves and.
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sanctities of married life; to the flashing eye and heaving
bosom of the expectant mother, and the hovering, anxious love
of her husband; to the new-born child lying on its mother’s
breast, or drinking life’'s juices from her bosom ; we point to
that child, now a man, and, alas! a sinner, dying from his
debauches, and to that mother, now grey-headed, wiping the
death sweat from that child's brow. He isdead! yes, dead—gone
to the Landof Shadows, after a life of base ingratitude and sensual
vice, with a gleam of penitential grace for a few days at the end
of it. He is dead—dead with all his thinkings and their con-
sequences still upon him. Did he repent truly 1 Did he believe
in thistheory or in that doctrine? Did he accept this or that
man-made creed ? If not, woe be unto him, for the Church stands
over his bier, and to that mother who conceived him in all the
sanctity of her grandest human love that Church says over the
oorpse one sentence—*“ Damned, damned for evermore !’ But
who says so 1 the Word of God ! To those who say that we would
answer,No, my friend, let me tell thy superstitious soul, no Word
of Godisthat. I will not pray that God will give thee light, for
thatisin thy human heart, in thy wedded couch. 1 will pray that
God may give thee ears to hear and eyes to see. If thou believest
that is the Word of God, by all that is holy, by the fair play of
humanity, by the rights of our children, by all in heaven, earth,
and under the earth that goes by the name of fairness,
let alone of love, | dare thee to perpetrate that vilest of all
injustices the begetting of a child who may suffer excru-
ciating tortures to all eternity. The Word of God! no, my
poor deluded fellow-sinner, not that. He made the
maiden and the youth; He made them capacitated to
love and beget fresh beings to adore Him for His creative fiat;
and that family-hood of each proves the Fatherhood of God, and
negatives as an impossible thought an eternal hell. Let me
warn thee, my Church friend, not to teach such doctrine in the
name of God. “ What! No punishment 1” art thou murmuring
at me? Take care, thou thoughtless one; for who Baid there was no
punishment because there is no eternal hell ? Take care, I say,
that thou art not like those woe’d at by Christ, more zealous for
their creeds than for the truth of God. Thou will get damned thy-
self if thou art notsincere, even though the zeal of thy creed
hath eaten thee up. What!thouprevaricateststill! ““Goddoes
not damn men, they damn themselves, for they are free.” But
they are beings of limited powers, and if He made limited free-
will beings, He would surely surround them with laws that
would prevent an eternal sacrifice.

We deny that we have wandered from the ““ ought-to-be ” of
Spiritualism.  We wished to intensify the idea of the family
relation. We are all brothers and sisters, parentsand children.
We say that if our loved ones are living beyond the tomb, if
they are as Mr. Moody says they are, full of memory and love,
it is self-evident that they were not intended to be severed
from means of intercourse except by ignorance, stupidity,
or neglect. If there is a void between us and them it iB just as
incumbent on us to seek the means of communication as to under-
lay the ocean with the electric rope, and it is no more Satanic
to do that than to unite Zululand with England by the telegraph,
the steam vessel, and the railway. If Mr. Moody and his
brethren are consistent, and believe that these memory angels
are “ flowing freely down, like a river of light, to the world
from whence I came,” we ask—what do they come for? To
stand by our side, to work for us, to see us thwart their plans
because we do not know their designs, to watch for one sign of
reciprocal affection ! They hover over us with one great prayer
within their burning hearts of love, the prayer that they may be
permitted to help and do us good ; and we too often, like the
foolish disciple, are all the while seeking the living among
the dead. Epsilon.

Mr. John Rouse, well known for many years past amongst
Metropolitan Spiritualists, and until recently one of tho most
effective members of the Dalston Association, will be glad to
answer inquiries respecting Spiritualism in his neighbourhood,
for which purpose communications should be addressed to him
at Maude Villa, Jaryis-road, Brighton-road, Croydon. As thisis
an important and growing district, it might be well for the
British National Association of Spiritualists to ascertain whether
a branch society might not advantageously be formed at Croydon,

as a local centre for facilitating inquiry into Spiritualism. Mr.
Rouse would probably give his countenance and support to any
effort of the kind ; and those who are interested in Spiritualism,
and reside in the Croydon district, are recommended to com-
municate with Mr. Rouse with a view to taking action in the
matter.

AFTER DEATH.

He who died at Azan sends
This to comfort all his friends.

Faithful friends ! It lies, I know,
Pale, and white, and cold as snow ;
And ye say, ““Abdalla’s dead”—
Weeping at the feet and head,

I can see your falling tears,

I can hear your sighs and prayers;
Yet | smile and whisper this—

I am not the thing you Kiss ;

Cease your tears and let it lie,

It was mine—it is not L”

Sweet friends ! what the women lave
For its last bed in the grave,

Is a hut which 1 am quitting ;

Is a garment, no more fitting ;

Is a cage, from which at last,

Like a hawk, my soul hath passed.

Love the inmate not the room ;

The wearer, not the garb, the plume

Of the falcon, not the bars

Which kept him from the splendid stars.

Loving friends ! be wise, and dry
Straightway every weeping eye.
What you lift upon the bier

Is not worth a wistful tear.

'Tis an empty sea shell, one

Out of which the pearl has gone.
The shell is broken—it lies there ;
The pearl, the all, the soul is here.
'Tis an earthen jar, whose lid

Allah sealed, the while it hid

That treasure of his treasury—

A mind that loved him. Let it lie—
Let the shade be earth’s once more,
Since the gold shines in his store.

Allah, glorious ! Allah, good !
Now thy world is understood;
Now thy long, long wonder ends—
Yet ye weep, my erring friends,
While the man whom ye call dead,
In unspoken bliss instead,

Lives and loves you, lost, tis true,
By such light as shines for you
But in light ye cannot see

Of unfilled felicity—

In enlarging paradise—

Lives a life that never dies.

Farewell, friends | yet not farewell!
Where | am, ye too shall dwelt

I am gone before your face—

A moment’s time, a little space.
When ye come where | have stepped,
Ye will wonder why ye wept.

Ye will know by wise love taught,
That here is all and there is naught.
Weep awhile, if .ye are fain—
Sunshine still must follow rain—
Only not at death, for death,

Now | know, is that first breath
Which our souls draw when we enter
Life, which is of all Life’'s centre.

Be ye certain all seems love,
Viewed from Allah’s throne above.
Be ye stout of heart, and come
Bravely onward to your home !

La Allah, ilia Allah'! yea |

Thou love divine, thou love alway !

He that died at Azan, gave
This to those who made his grave,
Edwin Arnold.

SPIBITUAT.ISM AT THB CHURCH CONGRESS.

The Secretary to the Church Congress, to be held at Newcastle-
on-Tyne, on October 4th next, has addressed the following reply
to aletter from the British National Association of Spiritualists.'—

““ Please make it known to all your members who may be
interested in the discussion on Spiritualism which is to take place
at the Church Congress, that anyone, whatever his creed, can
become a member of the Church Congress on payment of 6a. for
a Congress ticket,the possession of which entitles anyone to attend
all the meetings, and to send up his card to the Chairman if he
wish to address the meeting. When there is not time for all
who wish to address the meeting to do so, the Chairman calls
on such of those who have sent up their cards aa he sees fit”
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BLEEP.
Through tho Mediumship oftho Author of ** Lift Beyond the Grave.”

The oondition of the Spirit during the sleep of the body is
one of great interest to those in the flesh. It is not generally
realised that you lead two lives—one in the body when it is
awake and another in the Spirit when the body sleeps. The
latter is the life we would speak of.

The Spirit, as soon as the body sleeps, becomes almost as

free from the body as it would be at death. The oondition is so
little different that persons not acquainted with the Spirit do
not know if it is attached to a body or not. You ask, “ Is the
Spirit often far away from the body ?” That depends on the
conditions of its life in the body. The Spirit that leads an
animal life in the body is much less able to get free from the
body than is the Spirit that leads a pure life in the body. You
may know this yourself from personal experience. When you
have eaten a late meal that has disturbed your rest you have
not been able to sleep well. Your Spirit has been unable to leave
the body for so long a time, and consequently you have inter-
fered with your Spiritual work. Now imagine a man who leads
a gross and animal life, and you can easily imagine that his
Spirit cannot readily leave his body. You ask “ Why?” The
sleep of such a man may be just as sound, you observe, as that
of yourself, and you conclude from that that his Spirit could as
readily leave the body during sleep—perhaps more readily if
he were dead drunk than if he were sleeping the sleep of the
just Itis not so, however, for the Spirit, when awake in the
Spirit world, has no desire to leave the body. It isearth-bound
by reason of its tastes and appetites and it loves to keep close
to the body which affords it so much pleasure of a kind. Hence
it, as it were, dings to its body, just as the same kind of Spirit
would in all probability cling to the body of another man if it
lost its own. You see that there is a reason why the Spirit
clings to its body apart from the fact of the body being wakeful.
That, of course, causes a difficulty in the Spirit’s leaving the
body for long, because there is greater risk of the Spiritual tie
haing severed. A fit of indigestion caused by a stoppage of some
internal passage or of the proper circulation of the blood, causes
acall for the Spirit to control the body and change its position,
and th*1 necessitates that Spirit's being near at hand. When
the bodily health is good and there is no hindrance to Spiritual
work, the Spirit can leave the body without danger. The Spirit
is connected with the earthly body by a Spiritual thread which,
like an electric wire, communicates instantly every feeling which
the body experiences to the Spirit, and warns it when to return.
Thus if you awaken a person so deeping very suddenly you may
cause death.  As a rule, however, some Spirit friend undertakes
to remain on guard when that Spirit is taken on long excursions.
Of course if there are two persons deeping in the same room the
conditions are altered and the risk of disturbance is perhaps
greater, especially when they occupy the same bed ; any sudden
disturbance on the part of one would neoessarily disturb the
other and cause danger. These, however, are risks which the
Spirit guides of the persons concerned can guard agaiust. It is,
you think, not a common thing for persons thus to wander
in their sleep from their bodies. No doubt it is the
exception rather than the rule, for the reason we have
stated—that it is only spiritually developed people who can
safely be allowed to do so. It is a part of the education of the
Spirit, and, as you observe, if this be so then what an amount
of neglected education the past ignorance of the world is re-
sponsible for! Ignoranoe of spiritual laws has kept the world
from living rightly so as to enable men to enjoy this spiritual
fortuning.

You ask of what practical advantage in this world or the
next such nightly flights can be. We say it is a training of the
Spirit, and whatever the Spirit learns in that way it will uncon-
sciously benefit by.  The impressions it receives gradually
percolate through the brain and find expression in thoughts
and perhaps in deeds also. If this be so, then, as you say, the
men and women of the future will progress with much more
rapidity than they have ever done in the past, because they will
be working “ overtime,” so to speak, learning by night as well
asby day. You might say learning spiritually by night and
materially by day ; because, asa matter of fact, it is very little
that men learn spiritually by day. They are so absorbed in this
world’s »ffair« that they pay little heed to spiritual impressions.
They allow themselves so many hours for business, and their
whole lives are parcelled out into duties of one kind or
another. Little leisure is given for reflection, and it is
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by reflection that people benefit most spiritually, because
they are then conversing with Spirits (though they know
it not); and the men who are most frequently in a
“brown study "—absent-minded as you call it—are those
who are most in the company of Spirits, even in their
waking hours. They may not be the best business men ; they
may, and very often do, neglect this world’s affairs; but when
they pass away they will find that they have less to learn than
those who have only lived in the outer world. Of course we do
not allude to those who are brooding over their sorrows or their
schemes. They, too, are conversing with Spirits when they are
thus lost in thought, but it is with Spirits of the earth, earthy.
We were thinking of those good men who dwell often in their
thoughts upon subjects of aspeculative and philosophical nature.
They learn more and know more by reasoning things out, as it
were—or as we should explain it, by Spirit impression—than
do the men of a scientific and observing mind from a comparison
of facts and the weighing and balancing of matter.

But we are rather wandering from the subject of sleep.

The majority of men do not wander as Spirits during the
sleep of the body, but they may to a limited extent reoeive
benefits without that, for although the Spirit body may not leave
its earthly tenement, it is awake and active whilst the body sleeps.
It attracts its own Spirit friends and holds converse with them.
You seem to think that it is rather a compliment to the people
of your world to suppose that you are all attracting Spirits
around you, each holding a sort of nightly levde to his admiring
Spirit friends.  So it seems to you and so it is to some extent.
You ask whether all Spirits in tho body are so sociable as to
attract dissmbodied Spirits, even if in their waking hours they
might be absolutely friendless. We Bay yes. It is a law of
nature, that the experience of your life does not gainsay, that
“like attracts like,” and everyone, it does not matter how lowly
he may be, attracts some Spirit friends.

You must not forget that the number of Spirits who have
passed away far exceeds the number of those in the body.
There are on our side generations upon generations of departed
Spirits, the majority of whom are of the earth sphere ; and, aswe
have already explained to you in ““ Life Beyond the Grave,” the
affairs of your world are more exciting, more interesting, and
more attractive to these earth-bound Spirits than the affairs on
their side. Consequently they cannot be happy unless they
associate themselves with some one in the body through whose
magnetism they can imbibe the ideas and the impressions sug-
gested by life in the body. Thence it is that persons in the body
have all Spirit friends who come to them whilst the body sleeps,
and they spend their time in conversing with and amusing each
other, just as you do in the body with your friends. You think
this sounds rather frivolous, but you forget that there is no
work for anyone to do on our side except such as is associated
with spiritual progress, and if the Spirit is not anxious to pro-
gress he simply amuses himself.

Those who desire to progress are engaged in philanthropic
labour, and they care only for the society of those who are
similarly inclined. Hence they do not care to return to the
earth-plane to converse with the frivolous-minded ; but when
they find anyone of a like mind to themselves they gladly im-
press him with their ideas and come to his nightly ““re unions.”
Half the reformatory work in the world has to be done from the
physical side because Spirits who are earth-bound, and who
need, therefore, the greatest enlightenment, are, as already
explained, associated with some one in the body and conse-
quently must receive their impressions of good though the
medium they are attracted to. You see, therefore, how it
is that the higher Spirits are also attracted to Spirits in the
body ; they come to them in order to accomplish good deeds, and
they can best impress them when the body is asleep and the.
Spiritis free.  When it is necessary for the embodied Spirit
more correctly to understand things it is taken to the Spirit
world, and there taught and shewn progressive ideas in operation
which will ultimately be adopted on the earth-plane. Thus
you see how it is that you are educated during your sleep.

He is a thorough accountant who can cast up correctly the
sum of his own errors.

The second International Anti-Vaccination Congress will be
held at Cologne, on the 8—11th October. The circular of
invitation contains about 80 signatories, including members of
the German, English, and Swiss Parliaments, professors, philoso-
phers, and publicists; and several English and Continental
Spiritualists.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

One great difficulty that is found by any one who seeks to
collate the evidence for the reality of spiritual phenomena is
to separate the facts from the impressions of the narrator.
Almost any man who has not had a severely scientific training
and who is not perfectly familiar with the subject on which he
speaks will unconsciously colour and give a complexion to the
simple facts which he records. This is especially the case in re-
spect to spiritual phenomena ; and, among them, especially with
regard to ghosts, and apparitions. The human mind is naturally
inclined to throw an air of mystery and awe round these stories
of visitants from the other world. If the narrator be a person
of strongly imaginative temperament, he will dress up his story
according to the vividness with which'the incident has appealed
to his imagination. If he be fanatically religious, his narrative
will be coloured with warnings and incitements to repentance.
There will be a strong flavour of Calvinism and hell fire, or of
Catholicism and saints, or the angelic life. The great difficulty
of the reader is to separate this mental colouring, and to pick
out the plain facts.

We have been led into this train of thought by reading a
curious collection of tracts published in the year 1824, and re-
lating exclusively to the experiences of the Methodist body at
that time. The language employed is the simple Saxon
English of the Bible. The expressions are quaint old-world
phrases, such as Bunyan would have used. Some of the
narratives read like a chapter from one of the Gospels. There
is much about spiritual gifts and their development; many
instances of instantaneous conversion ; a deal about camp-
meetings and love-feasts, at which the “ Spirit of God comes
down and fills the place  diseases are healed by prayer and
laying-on of hands ; and what we should call manifestations of
Spirit-power are rife. Itis impossible to read such narratives
without being carried back in mind to days of a simpler and
more robust faith, when the gifts of the Spirit were freely
manifested, and when men had not learned to fritter away the
results of an active faith by eternal quibbling as to its very
existence.  Fanaticism then was enthusiasm that provokes a
smile, but the air that surrounds these narratives is rich with
the aroma of Spirit; as in some old-world garden which modern
improvements have not yet reached, the air is laden with
perfume that carries the mind back to early days of natural
simplicity.

Such a narrative is that entitled the ““ Gwenap Ghost.” It
epurports to be reproduced from the * Christian Advocate news-
paper, printed at London, June 24, 1833.” The editor
pronounces it ““an improbable story ; but, as it appears to rest
on living testimony, and was sent to us duly authenticated,” he
publishes it, and appends a further authentication from a
Cornish gentleman, whom he knows to be a respectable man.
““The whole affair," he says, “is very generally credited by the
best-informed and most upright people in the neighbourhood.
The facts are too well supported to be successfully contra-
dicted.” The story is far too long to be reproduced in our
columns, but the main facts may be given. It seems that
Gwenap is a village in Cornwall, and that in the year 1831
there was living there one William Stephens, a hind in the
employ of a Captain Skewis. He had an intimate friend in a
man of the n$me of Richards, Both were members of the
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Methodist connection, but Richards ““backslided” and died
impenitent. About a fortnight after his death, Stephens was
taking the cattle from one part of the farm to another. He
rode one horse, led another, and drove some cows before him.
The horses suddenly “ became restive, pranced, reared, and
one was as though he would have bitten the flesh from his own
breast.” “ The horses saw the ghost before Stephens did.” It
is very interesting to note how frequently this is the case, and
we may be permitted to remark, parenthetically, that evidence
of this nature is very valuable. Horses and dogs, at any rate,
are not the victims of imagination or illusion ; though Canon
Farrar, in his ““Life of Christ,” oddly assumes, in treating
of the devils going into the herd of swine, that ““man’s mental
impressions exercise some unknown electric influence upon the
lower animals—his cowardice and exultation, and even his
superstitious terrors, do communicate themselves to the dog
which accompanies him, and to the horse on which he rides |”
We should have thought this rank rationalism in a less
orthodox spiritual teacher. Is Spirit “ one of the last things ”
that Canon Farrar “ will give in to ?”

To resume : Stephens saw before him the ghost of Richards,
and his narrative assumes at once the complexion given it by
his excited mind. “ In the name of the Lord, what do you
want with me?" ““I am in trouble.” ““Here,” says Stephens,
“1 had no reason to ask if he were in heaven or hell. 1 knew
itin a moment. He threw open his bosom, and looked down
into it, and so did T, and there | saw a body of fire, and a clear
flame was rising up out of it.” There is much more to the same
effect, the product, evidently, of the man’s religious ideas and
excited mind. The ghost makes another appointment with him,
and a most extraordinary narrative- details how he forced
Stephens to accompany him to the grave whore his body had
been buried. We have an imaginative description of the
journey to the churchyard, the iron gates opening of themselves
(an obvious reminiscence of the gates opening for Peter; when
the angel delivered him from prison), ““a crowd of supernatural
beings filling the lane,” ““some of them going along the ground
like dogs or vermin ; ” ““ the old ancient people that had died in
Gwenap, standing round and encouraging him.” Then comes
the denouement. ““As he stood looking in Richards’ grave,
which had the appearance of being.newly made, the earth rose
up at once out of the grave, one part of it falling on the one
side, and the other part falling on the other. When the earth
was out the grave seemed to be full of liquid fire, and the
stench was horrible 1” Of course, the poor ghost jumped into
the pit, and so went ““ to his own place,” and “ then theearth
returned into its place, and all things were as they had been
before !”

Putting aside the plain exaggeration of the story, and the
colour given to it by the Methodist faith which had so pene-
trated Stephens’ mind, the narrative is curious as evidencing
the prevalence of the popular belief in things spiritual It was
to him a perfectly natural thing that his backsliding friend
should go to hell, and bear about with him evident traces of the
material fire that he believed to be there. It was natural that
he should be accompanied by demons, and that the ancients of
Gwenap should range themselves on the side of good. Probably
the man Richards did appear to Stephens,whose excited imagina-
tion and theological proclivities supplied the dressing for the
facts. There are,scattered about in the remote country districts
of England, especially in the West and on the East Coast, where
Methodism has strongly tinctured the popular mind, many such
stories, which, valueless as they are scientifically, are serviceable
in demonstrating the widespread belief in the reality of the worid
of Spirit and its nearness to us.

We understand that Mr. W. Eglinton is contemplating a
visit to India. Friends in that country, therefore, who wish to
communicate with him on the subject before his departure, had
better write him immediately. At present his address is 32,
Fopstone-road, Earl's Court, London, S.W.

Mb. Thos. Blyton, with his wife and youngest daughter,
leaves London for Scotland on Monday next, for his summer
vacation. He returns to his duties at the B.N. A S. on Tuesday,
September 13th next, and during his absence the rooms of the
Association will be closed. Letters intended for Mr. Blyton can
be addressed to care of James Bowman, Esq., 65, Jamaica-streei,
Glasgow.
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SOME REMARKABLE SEANCES.
Contributed by the Hon. J. L. O'8ulUvan.

Very little public record seems to be made in thiB
country of the current phenomenality of Spiritualism. This is
to be at once regretted for the sake of the cause, and censured
as to those who are content to witness for their single selves
without imparting to the thousands who have not been favoured
with the same privilege. Pages of the Spiritualist papers are
filled with well-written disquisitions, metaphysical, polemical,
speculative, or antiquarian ; but all this makes no new convert,
attracts no new investigator, and interests but a limited number
of readers, while it makes many negligent of renewing their
subscription for next year. Every Spiritualist has been originally
made such by the evidential force of the phenomena he has seen,
after having been attracted to seek them by the accounts he has
read of them as attested by others. And to receive any strong
and abiding impression every man must see for himself. No
really good phenomenal stance ought to pass without being
graphically recorded by Borne or other of the spectators, in some
or other of the Spiritualist weeklies, en attendant the better
time coming when we may have a daily. A lucid paragraph of
fact is worth, for the propagation of Spiritualism, a column of
philosophizing, or many a page of “ fine writing.”

I, therefore, bep leave to submit to the readers of “ Light”
a brief notice of two stances which | attended on Thursday and
Saturday evenings, August 11th and'13th, the modium being
Mr. Husk, of 26, Sandwich-street, Burton-crescent. The first
may be entitled

The Bewildered Lieutenant.

We were six besides the medium. The latter sat between me
and a young man, a stranger to all present, whose appearance
affordftd no indication of what proved to be his profession. A
musical box, bell, chimes, an iron ring, and a pasteboard speaking
tube were on the table, round which we sat with all hands joined.
The door was locked inside, the musical box wound up, and the
light put out. The sonorous voice of ““John King,” and the
hoarse one of the Spirit called ““ Irresistible ”” (because he says he
was boatswain of that ship), soon made themselves heard, and
various talk passed between us and them.* After the musical
box had run down, it was, on my request, wound up again by
another hand than that of any of the mortal company present,
for the bands of each one present were held by those of his neigh-
bour*. The box was then kept going through the evening, some-
times on the table, sometimes on the heads of the sitters, some-
times behind us, sometimes floating about the room overhead,
and sometimes, when requested, knocking the ceiling. The
chimes and bell at times would accompany its tunes. Lightswould
flach about in the air, and a pair of luminous eyes were several
times momentarily visible just over the middle of the table ata
height of about a couple of feet above our heads ; but the Spirit
(John King) had not ““ power ” to materialize more completely.
Hands touched us a good deal, often from behind us as we sat. We
were also from time to time touched with the pasteboard tube.
One sitter, who, when the orifice of the pasteboard tube was ap-
plied to his lips, seized it with his teeth, stated that it was wrench-
ed away so as almost to tear out his front teeth, and he instantly
received a loud and strong whack from it on the side of his head.
I pass rapidly over all these usual manifestations, my particular
purpose being to tell about the stranger alluded to as holding
the medium’s right hand, while I held his left.

He pretty soon got not a little excited with all that was pas-
sing around him, especially when he would be touched by hands
from behind, or underneath the table, and would hear the same
voices now in front of him, now behind, now to the right,
now to the left, and now overhead, to say nothing
of the musical instruments floating about, and the box
now touching his head, now knocking on the ceiling, and now

winding itself up when high in the air above. ““What the
d is all this? 1 don't understand it! What's the
meaning of it all? | want to go, &c., &c.” | told him he

need not be afraid or uneasy—that these things were being
done by Spirits, who were good-natured and kind, and only
wanted to make us know that they exist around us and are
realities;,—that he would soon come to know that they were
disembodied Spirits, who had lived in the flesh as we are doing
now, and who now wanted only to make us know for sure that
we have immortal souls and that we had better live accordingly.
“ Yes, that'sjust it,” said the deep sonorous voice of John King,
close to his ear. John King rebuked him pretty sternly for his
profanity of language, for the names of God and the devil were
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frequent on his tongue. He would apologise and plead his nervous-
ness and excitement as excuse why he could not command him-
self. In the same way he had several times to excuse himself to
to his neighbour .on his right, whose hand he squeezed much
too strongly for comfort. ““ Who are you 1” he said to John King.
““ I am one who was once a sailor as you are.” ““ How the d------
did he know I was a sailor ? Nobody ever takes me for one,”
said our friend. ““Well, perhaps you can tell me who lam?”
No response. ““Can you tell me my name?” No answer.

““Well, my initials are”—[I forget what he gave; | will say
A B C.] “ That is not true,” responded the voice ; “ they are
XYZ.” [That isto say, very different ones were given. Of
course, | do not feel at liberty to give the gentleman’s name.]
And then the Spirit gave his entire and correct name. “ Good

God ! how did he know that ? Nobody here ever saw me before 1”
The climax was capped, in regard to his name, when the Spirit
addressed him as ‘‘Lieutenant,” which he admitted to be correct.
He presently had another start of astonishment when the Spirit
told him something, which I did not catch, about “your friend
Scanlon.” ““Why, there is not a living soul in London,” he
exclaimed, “ who knows that I know Scanlon!” | asked the
Spirit if he could not give Lieutenant the name of his
present ship. “ 1 do not see, that,” answered the voice, after a
short pause ; ““ but you have sailed in the Eurydice before she was
altered.” “* That’s true, too," was our friend’s reply, “ but how
did he know it?” It has occurred to me since that probably he
was not at present attached to any particular ship, though I did
not think of asking him.

I asked John King if he could not shew himself materialised.
“ I’'m afraid not, but 1 am trying,” he answered. | remarked to
the lieutenant that | had no doubt but that he would do so if he
would only keep quiet. Butitwas invain. He was irrepressible.
He could not remain quiet a minute at a time without bursting
out with his exclamations or excited remarks, in which he was
pretty Bure to forget to drop his sea-going profanity. ““I
never saw anything of this before, nor anything like this," was
one of his remarks ; “ I know two fellows who are Spiritualists,
but I always set them down as a pair of Asses.” After a while
he exclaimed aloud, “ What Bhall I tell them at home? Why,
when | tell them all this, they won't believe me—no, they won’t
believe me.”

I pass over all that was said and done by the Spirits present
to myself and others, confining myself to our * lieutenant.”
The medium after awhile began to awake from his trance. His
convulsive twitchings and movements frightened our friend.
“He’s in a fit,” he exclaimed. “ Pray be quiet,” I said,
““he’s only waking up. Don’t disturb him. Be quiet, | beg
of you.” ““But he’s sick, I tell you—he may die !"”““No, he won’t
—only pray be quiet.” Presently the medium began to speak.
I lighted the candle, when anew surprise still further bewildered
the lieutenant. At the beginning Mr. Husk had been seated at
the table in the ordinary way, with his back to the back
of the chair. The back of the chair was now towards the
table and in contact with it, and he was a-straddle of it.
The back of the chair had not the common transverse rungs, but
vertical ones, leaving three vertical open spaces. The medium’s
hands were resting on the top of the table near the edge, firmly
clasped in ours, his left hand in my right, and his right hand in
the lieutenant’s left. The chair was threaded upon his two
wrists, which passed through the two outer of the open vertical
spaces made by the upright bars, which I may call vertical rungs.
The chair had been turned round, and threaded upon the
medium's wrists while his hands had been closely clasped in ours.
“ Look at that,” exclaimed our friend; ““ how the--------- did
that chair get there ? | swear | never let go his hand for an
instant. | held on to him like grim death.” “ Nor did I let go
his hand for an instant,” | replied ; “and if I had it would not
have affected your side.” His eyes seemed as wide as saucers.
“ It never could have got on there !” he said. “ But it is on
there, and it cannot get off without our letting go of his hands.”
“But what's the meaning of it? 1 don't understand it.”
““No wonder—nor do I. But it seems to be something like
this. All matter, from the most dense to the loosest and most
porous, is composed of atoms, held together in solidity by some
force of attraction, probably electric or magnetic, perhaps
spiritual. If this force were relaxed, the matter would at once
be disintegrated into vapour. Some Spirits seems to have the
knowledge and the power which enable them to relax moment-
arily that cohesive force, and then instantly to re-integrate the
atoms in their former exact relations and cohesion. Then can
take place that phenomenon often witnessed, and which | have
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often before seen, called the passage of matter through matter.
In this instance it is clear, either that the medium’s wrists,
remaining solid, have passed through this top cross piece of the
chair, which must have dissolved to let them pass; or that the
chair, remaining solid, has passed through the wrists momentarily
dissolved. Incredible as either may seem to us, it is less
inconceivable than that the wood, flesh, and bone should have
passed through each other, both in a state of solidity. And this
thing, as you see, has taken place without our consciousness of
it. This passage of matter through matter may now almost be
called a common phenomenon in'the experiences of Spiritualism.
You are fortunate in having witnessed so many test phenomena
ou your first stance with a good medium. They have given you
a great deal to think over. | advise you to do so, and then to
seek for further enlightenment on a subject in regard to which
your two friends were not quite the ‘asses’ you took them for
when you knew nothing about it.” He made gentlemanly
apologies for his conduct at the stance, which were readily
accepted, and said he would come again to the seance to be- held
the second evening after.

I therefore attended that next stance, partly from curiosity
about our lieutenant, and partly in the hope of doing him some
good. But he was not there. In his stead was a gentlemanly

American Investigator.

The medium sat to oblige him, though contrary to his own
inclination. We were only three, besides the medium, whose
seat was between this stranger and me, all hands being clasped
in circle. Phenomena with a general similarity to those of the
preceding evening occurred ; and the stance was a good one,
though again there was not ““ power ” enough for the production
of a visible materialised form. One of the voices addressed
“Mr. American,” to which | answered, but it was rejoined, ““Not
you, Mr. O’Sullivan ; 1 meant the other American.” This was
our first intimation of the n ationality of the stranger, who
owned the soft impeachment. He was not in mourning, but the
voice said to him (in substance) that he was there to seek
consolation in the assurance of the life beyond the grave, and
in the certainty that death had not severed certain ties. The
correctness of this was confessed. He did receive, in names
and messages, &c., given to him by the voice, what he recog-
nised as full satisfaction to his wishes, and expressed himself as
very happy and grateful.  He rejoiced that he had come there.

Before the commencement of the stance, he had been very
particular in examining the room and its shuttered window,
opening cupboards, &c. Towards its close he remembered that,
by an oversight, the door had not been locked, which of course
had left it possible for a confederate to'steal in. He said that
he did not doubt the good faith of everything that had passed,
but he could not relate the sdance to others without its being
found defective as evidence from this oversight in regard to the
door. The voice said that we should not break the circle now to
lock the door, but that he should soon be satisfied ; and that per-
haps after the next manifestation about to be given, he would not
care for anything more. That manifestation proved to be again
that of the passage of matter through matter.  This time itwas
not by the threading of the back of achair on the wrists of
hands firmly clasped by others ; it was that of a solid iron ring
(which had been lying on the table) being passed over and
enclosing the medium's two wrists, while his hands rested side
by side on the edge of the table, clasped in those of myself and
the American investigator. The ring was perfectly solid, in a
single piece, and of five or six inches in diameter. It was a
perfectly conclusive case. It would seem that the Spirits had
first tried unsuccessfully with the chair, for | had perceived it
to have been moved about for perhaps a couple of minutes. It
had rested for some time on its bottom rung on my knee. It
then vanished from there, and in a few minutes after, when we
were told to “ light,” the medium was found seated on it as
before, and the iron ring was on his wrists as described. And
during those last few minutes, while the invisibles were opera-
ting on and about the ring, | had felt the ring in external con-
tact with my own wrist. Was it possibly made to pass through
our wrists (dissolved) and not those of the medium, or our wrists
to pass through the ring (dissolved)—and was its contact with my
wrist merely accidental while the arrangements were being made
to pass it (dissolved) over the medium’s wrist close to mine ?
On another occasion | will try to get more lighton this subject.
I can only say that when | asked what was that which was
touching my wrist, the voice answered that it was a ““ magnetic
impression.” H the ring passed through my wrist, or my wrist
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through the ring, I certainly had no consciousness of it, though
my attention and my senses were never more on the alert

Before we relighted the candle, a voice told us now to lock the
door and sit again for a short time if we chose. This was done,
and a short sdance followed, in which all the manifestations were
repeated which had occurred before, when the locking of the
door had by oversight been neglected.  Our American investi-
gator was more than satisfied.

(To be continued.)

IS SPIRITUALISM A RELIGION?
To the Editor of ““ Light.”

Sir,—| am greatly obliged to " Ebor” for returning to this
matter, and also to ““Trident” for entering the lists. 1 am
greatly pleased, too, at the kindness with which they have met
my criticism.  Will they excuse me if | say that my impression
after reading their letters, as after reading most of the literature
of the movement, was one of depression that my brethren failed
to realise the splendour, the sublimity, of this cause? Their
contributions please me from the intense love of this thing they
manifest. If | say they are on a lower level, it is only my
opinion of their form of it—not, 1 prayerfully hope, any
egotistic pride.

After a deep study in personal mediumship, away from all
disturbing conditions, so far as my fellow men are concerned, |
am convinced that the point between us is the crux, the testing
point, of this cause. If their views prevail the thing will go
down, for mere phenomena will lead to nothing sufficiently vital
to keep its hold; but if the conditions | seek to enforce are
oomplied with, my boldest imagination fails to conceive its
transcendent import.  Spiritualism may become the world's
loftiest ascent; it may become a mere phenomenalism, and
gradually fade away.

I cannot honestly say that my opinion of Spiritualism as it
is is a high one. Take for example the Spiritualism of the
Bible. Has anything equalled that | Read the life of Buddha,
one of the most beautiful 1 know in all history. It wasun-
doubted Spiritualism. Has anything modern equalled that!
Take Mahomet up to the death of his first wife (see Muir's
“ Life”). Has anything equalled that in our day 1 Mahomet can
be seen to have degenerated from that time, and he himself felt
it. With all his splendour he was unable to stand alone without
female society, and it needed the lofty purity of Khodijah to
rouse Mahomet to his true self. Compare these with the
history of Mormonism, which was also undoubted Spiritualism.

What made these men such centres of power to the Unseen!
An all-round identity. In body, in intellect, in conscience, in
emotions, in will, in religion, they were up to the first forms
of their period.

May | refer ““Ebor" and ““Trident” to my former letter
for the law of Spirit communion. It is sympathy, like to like.
I grant that every individual is a centre to the Spirit world.
But it is like to like, no more and no less. You get whatyou
are. The other day | bought an old book of Spirit intercourse,
Mrs. Bevy's. | ask, candidly, if any one can call that commu-
nion worth havingl Mischief, bad temper, to say the least, are
not my idea of Spiritualism. It may prove another life, but
what of that ? Take the vast amount of orations in trance, and
other things. Compare them with the productions of earth’s
geniuses, and orators, and statesmen, and scientists. Can they
bear such comparison? Does it not prove that we are not in
communion with the best of that other life? Are we gettingany
poetry, any science, any history, any philosophy, that exoels
anything earth itself can produce? It is Spiritualism in the
sense that there is intercourse with the Unseen; even an
exposd is that; but such Spiritualism, with all my ardour, |
despise except as a means to shew the fact and an appeal to go
to something higher. If it were going to keep at that, I for one
would go my own path, and decline to mingle with it 1 know,
on facts that I could demonstrate, that it is a darker thing
than many realise.

I do not dispute that higher Spirits are at work, but I hive
discovered a process—which I will call ““mixing""—by which
their communications are impaired, and in many cases rendered
worthless. Do not imagine that that lower Unseen is wholly
composed of fools. There are intellects there of the loftiest
description with moral natures so oblique that every passion is s
raging hell.

Every medium should-go through a process of education io
enable him to discriminate, and build up within himself repel-
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lion to inch characters, and complete attraction to the better
ones. Had 1 space I could illustrate this from my own
mediumship, from a study of Spiritual literature, of the world’s
biographies, and the historical movements of the earth. But |
hope yet to do that in a series of articles at length.

I only know of one means of protection—the supply of full
conditions as a base en rapport to the pure Spirit world. 1 hold
that manhood can only be built up by a healthy body, mind,
and soul; and that means an all-complete religion.  One'such
medium may do much, but why one? why not all 1 Isaiah pro-
phesied that the time would come when the Spirit of the Lord
would be ““poured out on all flesh.” 1 hold that now is that
time. The angel world waits for earth to respond. If a Paul
turned a world upside down, what may not a movement that
numbers millions of such characters, and even better, do ?

Where will you find the educational system fit for such a
work ! In the Church ? The Church is such a partial thing, so
antagonistic in spirit to the higher worlds, so literal, so dogmatic,
that he who feeds there is kept down from the lofty tone neces-
sary for Spirit communion. In science? That is fine in intellect,
but in emotional life it is even more injurious than the Church.
In extra-science and extra-religious work ? There again you may,
like Chamberlain, Bright, and other philanthropists, meet a good
thing, but it is partial still.

I hold, therefore, that Spiritualism is the religion that is to
be the all-inclusive of human life ; that which fits a man to
hold his “ vital relation to the universe ”— to love God and
man in a growing and active service.

““ Ebor” must remember that I did not, do not, despise pheno-
mena. | insist upon it even more than he does, but only to get
at the law behind.

My confidence may seem a bold one, but to me it is less than
the justifiable, and he who tells me that it is the ambition of an
enthusiast may have rox populi, which will matter little to me,
for it means only the collection of ones, and drilled ones—but |
have aright to say my say. My confidence is, like Mrs. Rich-
mond’s, that a Church filled with the right souls will sweep the
world of sin and ignorance, will merge the unseen and seen,
and usher in the millennial hope of earth’s loftiest souls. If this
present earth were to be the eternal ideal of human life, 1 would
lay me down to die with this prayer, “ Kill me and let me no
more be.” It is a hell—a hell that makes Heaven weep, and
angels toil. It may be a Heaven, if the method of advance
is discovered.

I hold that the last paragraph of ““ Trident’s” letter is proved,
and hence the ““ ought to.”—Yours truly,

Epsilon.

[1t seems to us that the grounds of this controversy have been
so narrowed as to admit of its conclusion in a very few words.

‘ Epsilon” agrees with “ Ebor” and ““ Trident” that Spiritualism,
according to the meaning they attach to theword, is not and cannot
be a religion. The idea he so earnestly advocates seems to be
that now that the knowledge of the fact of Spirit communion is
rapidly spreading throughout the world, those who desire the
spiritual good of mankind ought to regard it as part of their
creed of duty to discourage by every means in their power com-
munion with low and mischievous Spirits, and instead open
the door as wide as possible to the highest and noblest intelli-
gencies. If this were done angels would once more live among
men and would do a work in our midst that neither the Church,
nor science, nor philanthropy can accomplish. If our other
correspondents concur with ““Epsilon’s” views on this point, it
is hardly worth while to consume further space in discussing the
exact meaning to be attached to the term “Spiritualism.”—Ed.]

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

""The Spiritualist.”

The editor, writing upon the proposed discussion upon
Spiritualism at the forthcoming Church Congress, says:—*“ The
three or four speakers on Spiritualism have all been selected
beforehand, ana not one of them is popularly known to be a
Spiritualist. In the event of no SpirituaUst being of the number,
the discussion will be a one-sided delusion, and will result in
the hiding instead of the elucidation of truth, however decorous
and sonorous the speeches may be, from the fact of their having

been prepared in advance, and all healthy freedom of criticism
quashed.”

A full page picture by Mrs. Hart-Davies—being ““A Copy of
a Rough Pencil Sketch” by that lady, is given ; from an artistic
point of view the picture is not a success.

““ Inquiries are occasionally made why Mr. Harrison makes
no experiments with mediums by means of the valuable automatic
weighing apparatus presented to him by Mr. Blackburn. In
consequence of some of the dissensions in the movement and
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the attacks made upon him for two j ears, incited by two or three
persons, he has had to give all his time to business matters. He
cannot give his time, pay mediums, and pay rental for a place
for experiments, and thus push on scientific research, while
people are trying to obstruct him, and no organisation exists
able to protect good workers. The apparatus is about to be
taken to pieces and stored away.”

That ““ two or three persons” alone should have been able to
prevent the continuance of such important scientific (!) investiga-
tion would argue either that the support mult have been
originally very limited, or that the results were viewed with
indifference by the movement at large.

""The Medium.”

A series of articles entitled ““The Adeptship of Jesus
Christ” is commenced in the last issue. The contributions are
signed “ J.K.,” and apparently are by the same writer who con-
tributed the recent articles on “ Occultism” to the Spiritualist.
The key note of the series is given in the opening paragraph, in
which the writer says .—*““Taking the New Testament as ohief
historical base, I will endeavour to give, in the following pages,
an outline of what I think to be a rational account of the life,
Doctrine, and Power of Jesus ChristoB,—i.e., the Anointed (by
Manifestation of the Divine Soul)—from the hitherto inaccessible
standpoint of Kabbalism.”

The Rev. C. Ware, Plymouth, has in preparation ajiarrative
of the steps which led him from die fold of the Church’ of which
he was a minister, to Spiritualism. It is suggested that this
account of *“ How I became a Spiritualist,” should appear in the
Medium. Of this, due notice will be given, as it would be advis-
able to circulate that number extensively amongst those of that
denomination to which Mr. Ware belonged at the time he
became a Spiritualist.

Writing upon ““table manifestations” ““Omega” says:—
“The simplest phenomena, whether in Spiritualism, in
physical nature, or in daily life, have the profoundest
significance to humble and teachable minds. There are those
who think themselves entitled to ridicule the simple phenomena
of lifting of tables by Spirit-power, but in this they only betray
their own conceit; the absurdity isin their preconceived notions,
and not in the thing itself. 1 have even heard Spiritualists
speak slightingly of this, but lam unable to do so ; ithas always
appeared to me an easy, convenient, and agreeable mode of
communication between our Spirit-friends and ourselves. Table
moving has accomplished great things in the history of Spirit-
ualism, and the value of the instrumentality must be estimated
according to the results achieved by its means. It is to-day

more convincing than even many of the higher phases of
Spiritual manifestation.”

""The Herald of Progress."

The Herald publishes in its last number the proposals for
the formation and conduct of circles, societies, &c., drawn up
by the sub-committee appointed by the conference held in
Manchester last October. These might be aptly called ““The
Organiser's A B C,” since the suggestions are given in paragraphs
lettered from A to Z. The ideas are in some cases good, but in
not a few lie concealed causes of discord and disunity. The
document has no signatures to it and no comment is made upon
it; so possibly the Herald endorses it.

Mr. T. M. Brown, a test medium of no small power, and who
is well-known to the Spiritualists of the North and Midlands,
thus replies to his friends, in reference to his contemplated
return voyage to the Cape and Australia:—““When will
Mr. Brown and family leave England? Many of your
friends and mine, both abroad and at home, repeatedly
ask me the question: those in England, why go away at all?
those abroad, when will you oome ?  In answer to my friends in
England, I may say I will explain why in due time ; in answer
to friends abroad, I say yes, we mean to come, but cannot fix
dates yet; it may be in a few short months, or it may be longer.
In reference to Miss Brown (now Mrs. Hodgson) visiting Eng-
land shortly, 1 cannot speak..positively >hlgnknow that Mr.
Hodgson, on bidding me good-bye on the shilp before -leaving
Africa, said that he hoped o come to England with Mrs. EL
before long, but if she wished to come sooner alone, he would
concede to it and help her away. My opinion is that they will
both come before we leave England.”

1“The Banner of Light.”

Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond arrived in Chicago, from Colo-
rado, on Thursday, July 28th, in season to attend the regular
meeting of Ouina’s “ Ladies’ Union,” much to the delight and
surprise of those present. Mr. and Mrs. Richmond go at once
to Neshaminy Falls Camp Meeting, and thence to Lake Pleasant.

Dr. J. M. Peebles closed on the evening of July 12th a
course of eight lectures at Worthington, Minn., under the
auspices of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, in reference
to which the Advance says —* The success of the course has
been beyond the most sanguine expectations of the Order. It
was something of a risk to bring on a course of eight lectures in
midsummer, when people prefer to be on the lie or fanning
themselves under the trees, but the hall was well filled every
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night with an attentive, delighted, and gradually increasing
audience. The Order has paid all expenses and has a hand-
some sum left in the treasury.”

The following incident transpired at the famous Lake
Pleasant camp meeting, now in session, at Montagne, Mass. :—
“ At the conclusion of the regular address President Beals,
in well-chosen words, introduced to the large audience Mrs.
Margaret Fox-Kane, tho veteran medium with whose name
Modem Spiritualism will over be associated. It was a dramatic
episode when this renowned medium rose to receive the welcome
of the assemblage. =~ Mr. Beals stated that possibly the Spirits
might rap. A spell of silence immediately came upon the people
and they eagerly listened, when lo | the raps were heard by the
entire audience.  The Spirits seemed to be in high glee, and
they produced the famous ‘raps’ in various parts of the ros-
trum. A round of hearty applause was given in response to the
signals from the Spirit-world, by the audience.”

“ The ReUgio-FhUosophlcal Journal.™

In the course of a reply to a lady correspondent, herself ““a
gifted authoress and editress of an able journal,” who writes
regretfully as to the character of public mediumsliip, which
she says has “ brought reproach upon Spiritualism lonf
enough,” the editor states.—* If all Spiritualists woulc
publicly announce their belief, the cause would stand strong
and respected before the world. As it is, a great many
refuse to be identified with it because, as they allege like
this lady, its mediums and advocates bring reproach
upon it; and so they rest content, as she does or tries to do,
with their private circles. Two questions come up : How can
they be content to rest quiet and make no effort for a waiting
and wanting world to share their blessing ? If, as they allege, the
public advocacy by mediums, &c., brings such reproach, why do
not Buch persons give the weight of their ability and influence to
bring about a better condition of things in mediumship and teach-
ingl We may learn from suggestions like those of this lady, the
difficulties our imperfections bring upon the Spiritual movement,
but they had better step forward and bear their share of the
pioneer burthens, and so lessen ours.”

Concerning the editor we gather that “ Mr. Bundy reached
home last Sunday. He left Madeira on July 7th, reaching Lon-
don on the 11th, just in time to experience the hottest weather
ever known in that city of which there is any authentic record.
Owing to his illness ana the heat he was unable to see many of
the friends. His health is much improved and he will, next
week, start with his family for Colorado. The best authorities
on both sides of life unite in predicting his early and complete
restoration to health.”

“ Light for AU"

Takes a hopeful view of recent events, that might be adopted
by journals nearer home than San Francisco, when it says .—
““We are inclined to think that the Fletcher imprisonment will
not hurt Spiritualism very much. It will result in more inves-
tigation and more converts. * * * The people of to-day
are a very intelligent set of thinkers, and they readily see that
where there is so much Bmoke there must be some fire, and
they will poke around in the ashes until they discover the
fire, and then, may be, they will like the light and warmth
from that fire themselves.”

8PIRITUALISM IN LONDON AND THE PROVINCES.

GOSWELL HALL.

On Sunday evening last, a moderate audience assembled to
hear a discourse from Mr. Goss, who took for his subject,

Pioneers of Progress from Bramah to Jesus.” He delivered
an exhaustive, instructing, and interesting lecture. It was
quite atreat to follow the lecturer in his examination of the
teachings of Bramah, Buddha, Zoroaster, Plato, Socrates, and
Jesus, with numerous others of lesser fame, through
the whole of which there is to be found a striking simili-
tude of thoughts and ideas. Mr. Wallace moved, a gentle-
man in the audience seconded, and A.T.T.P. supported, a
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Goss for his eloquent
discourse, and expressed the hope to bo favoured more
often with his services on the Goswell Hall platform.
This was enthusiastically carried, when Mr. Goss briefly
replied, thus bringing to a close an enjoyable meeting.
A new feature has been introduced into these meetings in the
Bhapo of poems, or selections from Spiritual authors, by way of
the lesson. On this occasion Mr. Greenwell read an extract from
the ““Arcana of Spiritualism,” which was very well received.
Next Sunday the Bame gentleman will read an inspirational
poem, ““The Angels Forest Walk,”’by a gentleman who is well-
known to the frequenters of this hall.—J.N.G.

CARDIFF.

During the proceedings at the weekly public meeting of the
Cardiff Spiritualist Society on Sunday evening last, the hon.
secretary made some remarks on the present state of Spirit-
ualism as a whole, and included several quotations from the
address given through the mediumship of Mrs. Tappan Rich-
mond to the British National Association of Spiritualists,
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reported in Nos. 32 and 33 of “ Light.” Miss Waite, a lady
well known in dramatic circles, afterwards recited ““The
Emigrant Mother and Child,” keeping the audience spellbound
by the deep pathos and exquisite feeling displayed in her
manner of reciting. The description of the Bicknese and death
of the infant, the agony of the mother clasping her ice-cold
darling to her bosom night and day, until obliged to give it up
to the sailors for burial at sea ; her vivid visions of the monsters
of the deep ; her joy and anxiety during the three days the
little coffin was towed behind the ship in an open boat, and her
reliefat the final interment of the little corpse on an island,
were superbly pathetic and touched many a heart among her
hearers. Two organ solos were given at intervals; the first by
Mr. Cooper, and the second by Mr. Adams, the organist of the
society. The attendance at the public meeting was the largest
observed for many months, the number of strangers increasing
at every meeting.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

On Sunday last the friends of the Wreckington district held
two meetings at Portobello. Mr. H. Burton, of Newcastle, spoke
in the afternoon upon !* The Kingdom of Heaven is Within You.”
In the evening he delivered a discourse upon ““ Regeneration,”
and pointed out to his audience how, by the unfoldmentof the love
faculty, by a strong and broad friendship towards our fellows,
and the full and unrestrained exercise of the mental powers in
the research for truth, the human family could be elevated, !
ennobled, and regenerated.

On Sunday evening last the platform of the N.S.E.S. was
occupied by Mr. Westgarth, who gave an address upon ““Creeds."

On Monday evening, at 8 p.m., the adjourned quarterly
meeting of the N.S.E.S. was held at Weir’s-court, Mr. John
Mould in the chair. This meeting was adjourned to consider
the paper upon organisation, submitted by the Lancashire com-
mittee a week or two ago, and which was formulated with the
intent of bringing about, as far as possible, organisation or
union of the Spiritual forces scattered about the country. The
Chairman, after the reading of the paper, suggested that they
should first consider whether organisation was necessary or
desirable ; and while he thought it might be beneficial, he yet
felt that they were not prepared to enter into the matter, inas-
much as it was surrounded with difficulties which at present
were practically insurmountable. He thought it would be wise
to encourage the formation of circles in the district to get
mediums developed for their hall. Mr. Gibson, while agreeing to
a great extent with the remarks of the chairman, yetconsidered
that organisation was necessary and might be successfully
carried out. Mr. Kersey considered that organisation was not
desirable ; and thought it better for the young societies to take
example from the parent society and learn to stand by them-
selves. Mr. Armstrong thought the scheme would be a failure,
because Spiritualism was a work of the Spirits and he believed
that, however they might organise, those powers would destroy it,
because they were opposed to it. Moreover oiganisation would
create popeB and popery, and we had over many of them already.
Mr. Smith thought that, from the remarks he had listened to, no
one could properly understand what the several speakers meant
by organisation. The chairman’s method of dealing with the
matter shewed a carping spirit, which he protested against, and
desired a plain and unvarnished understanding upon what they
considered organisation. It was evident that there was a
general indisposition on the part of those assembled to consider
organisation; and while many of them commended it, yet in
tho same breath they shirked the subject. Mr. J. Hare thought
that union was a most desirable tiling at the present moment,
and spoke in flattering terms of the work which Mr. Burton had
been doing for some time past in the counties of Durham and
Northumberland. He thought the result should not be lost,
and that something should be done to aid the life and progress
of the movement through the district. Finally, Mr. Seed pro-
posed that the Lancashire friends should have the following
resolution sent them  ““ That the society, having read and con-
sidered your report, begs to express its approval of the spirit
which dictated it, and desires to say it will be very glad to
adopt as much of it as from time to time meets their approval.”
The resolution was carried, a few remaining neutral. Mr.
Armstrong proposed that this meeting recommend to our
Lancashire friends *that more attention be given to the
physical phenomena.” This was carried by a large majority.
A suggestion was made at this juncture that for the purpose of
assisting the societies of the district, the editor of the Herald of
Progress insert a paragraph in his paper intimating that he would
supply them with speakers upon their communicating with him.
Mr. Burton demurred from this, for the good reason that Mr.
Hare might not be qualified to judge what speakers would be
most desirable for those who communicated with him. Moreover
it dobarred the societies from choosing what speakers they
would themselves desire to have. He further proposed that
the proprietors of the Herald be requested to publish a list
regularly in their paper of the names and addresses of those
speakers whose services were at the disposal of the district, so
that the several societies could thereby easily communicate
direct with those whose services they required. Aftera few other
minor matters had been discussed, the meeting dosed.—
Nobthumbbia. oo .
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WHO ABE THESE SPIBITUALISTS ?

The following is a list of eminent persons, who, after careful
investigation, have fully satisfied themselves of the reality of
nome of the phenomena of modern Spiritualism :—

Archbishop Whately; the late Lord Brougham ; the Earl of
Punraven; the late Lord Lytton; the late Mr. Serjeant Cox, President
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain; the late William
Howitt; the late George Thompson ; the late Harriett Martineau ;
Gerald Massey ; T. Adolphus Trollope ; S. C. Hall, F.S.A.

The late Abraham Lincoln, President U.S.A ; the late W. Lloyd
Garrison ; the late Hon. R. Dale Owen, sometime Minister of U.S.A,
at the Court of Naples; the late Hon. J. W. Edmunds, sometime
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New York ; the late Professor
Mapes, the eminent chemist, U.S.A; the late Dr. Robert Hare,
Professor of Chemistry at Harvard University, U.S.A.; Bishop
Clarke, of Shooe Island, U.S.A. ; Darius Lyman, of Washington.

William Crookes, editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science,
Fellow, Gold Medallist, and Member of the Council of the Royal
Society; Cromwell Varley, F.R.S., C.E. ; A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S,, the
eminent naturalist, sometime President of the Biological Section of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science; W. F.
Barrett, Professor of Physics in the Royal College of Science, Dublin ;
Lord Rayleigh, F.R.S., Professor of Physics in the University of
Cambridge ; the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, F.R.S., President of
the Royal Astronomical Society ; Dr.Lockhart Robertson, F.R.S., long
one of the editors of the Journal of Science ; the late Dr. J. Elliotson,
F.R.S., sometime President of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society of London ; the late Professor de Morgan, President of the
Mathematical Society of London ; the late Dr. Wm. Gregory, F.R.S.E.,
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Edinburgh ; the late
Dr. Ashburner ; the late Dr. Robert Chambers, F.R.S.E. ; Professor,
Ch. Cassal, LL.D.; Captain R. F. Burton, the celebrated traveller.

The late Emperor of Russia; the late Emperor Napoleon; President
Thiers ; the Hon. Alexandre Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor ;
the late Prinoe Emile de Sayn Wittgenstein; His Imperial
Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg ; the late Baron L. de
Guldenstabbe ; Count A. de Gasparin ; the Baron and Baroness von
Vay; the Baron du Potet; Mons. Leon Favre, Consul-General of
France; Victor Hugo.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, of Leipzig, the eminent physicist,
author of ““Scientific Treatises,” ““Transcendental Physics,” &c.,
whose recent researches in this subject have attained a world-wide
fame ; Gustave T. Fechner, Professor of Physics in the University
of Leipzig, also the author of many volumes bearing on the general
subject of Psychology ; Professor Scheibner, the renowned teacher of
mathematics in the University of Leipzig; W. E. Weber, Professor
of Physios in the University of Gottingen, and known as one of the
main workers in connection with the doctrine of the Conservation
of Energy; Immanuel H. Fiohte, Professor of Philosophy at Leipzig ;
Professors Wagner and Butleroff, of the University of St. Peters-
burg ; Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science in the
University of Berne ; Dr. Franz Hoffman, Professor of Philosophy,
Wurzburg; Dr. Robert Friesi, of Breslau;, Mons. Camille Flam-
marion, the well-known astronomer; and many other member/ of
learned eocictiei in thi» and other countriee, and a rant number of
pereone eminent in literature, tcience, and art, and in the ranke if
facial life, mhote name/ ice are not at liberty to mention.

Is It Conjuring?

It is sometimes confidently alleged that mediums are only
clever conjurers, who easily deceive the simple-minded and
unwary. But how, then, about the conjurers themselves, some
of the most accomplished of whom have declared that the
““ manifestations ” are utterly beyond the resources of their art 7—

Robert Houdin, the great French conjurer, investigated the
subject of clairvoyance with the sensitive, Alexis Didier. In the
result he unreservedly admitted that what he had observed was
wholly beyond the resources of his art to explain. See “ Psychische
Studien ” for January, 1878, p. 43.

Professor Jacobs.—Licht, mehr Licht, in its number of May
16th, 1880, gave a letter from the well-known professional conjurer,
Jacobs, to the Psychological Society in Paris, avowing himself a
Spiritualist, and offering suggestions for the discrimination of
genuine from spurious manifestations.

Samuel Bellachini, Court Conjurer at Berlin.—I hereby
declare it to be a rash action to give decisive judgment upon the
eobjective medial performance of the American medium, Mr.
Henry Slade, after only one sitting and the observations so made.
After | had, at the wish of several highly esteemed gentlemen of
rank and position, and also for my own interest, tested the physical
mediumship of Mr. Slade, in a series of sittings by full daylight,
as well as in the evening in his bed-room, I must, for the sake of
truth, hereby certify that the phenomenal occurrences with Mr.
Slade have been thoroughly examined by me with the minutest
observation, and investigation of his surroundings, including the
table, and that | have not in the emalleet degree found anything to
be produced by means of prestidigitative manifestations, or bv
mechanical apparatus; and that any explanation of the experi-
ments which took place warfer the cireunutancee and condition/ then
obtaining by any reference to prestidigitation, i» abtolutely
impossible. It must rest with such men of science as Crookes and
Wallace, in London ; Perty, in Berne; Butlerof, in St Petersburg ;
to search for the explanation of this phenomenal power, and to prove
its reality. | declare, moreover, the published opinions of laymen as
to the ““How” of this subject to be premature, and, according to
my view and experience, false and one-sided. This my declaration,
is signed and executed before a Notary and witnesses.—(Signed)
Samuel Bellachini, Berlin, Dec. 6, 1877.
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PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY

AND SOLE

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH.
BOSTON, U.S.A.

J. J. MORSE,
53, SIGDON ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E.

Established 1878.

AMERICAN DEPARTMENT.

All works published by Oolbt and Rick mpplied, and eaoh new work added
to stock as soon as published. Any book not in stock procured for order without
extra charge.

all books srarr post tbex.
Abridged List of American Works issued by Colbtand Hick on sale at the
Agency. Complete Lists Post Free.

Works bt A. 3. Dans.

Complete Sets, 29 vols
Nature's Divine Revelations.
Great Harmonia, 5 vols., per vol..
Death and the After Life
Views of onr Heavenly Home—(Last New Work)
N Wobkb or Da. J. M. Pkkblks
Buddhism and Christianit
Christ, the Corner-stone 0¥ Sp
Jesus : Myth, Man, or God...
Parker Memorial Hall Lectures
Spiritual Haip—(Words and Music)...
Our Immortal Homes—(Last New Work)..
Works of William Demton.
Soul of Things (vols. 1. 2, and 3)—per vol.
Geology: The Past and Future of our Planet ..
What was He? or, Jesus in the Lig[l)']t of the Nineteenth Century.
Common-sense Thoughts on the Bible
The Irreconcilable Reoords; or, Genesis al
Life of William Denton.
Is Spiritualism True F
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ooRNOp Oxo
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Poems bt Lizzie Doten.

oo ol_\'_\oU'lon
o o00ocooon

Poems of Progress
Poems of the Inner Life

Miscellaneous Writers.

The Bible of Bibles.—Kerset Greaves... 8 6
The World’s Sixteen Crucified Saviours 8 6
Who made the Devil P—Tranoe Discourse. J. C. Wright. . 02
NEW WORKS FROM THE PRESS OF COLBY AND RICH,
BOSTON, U.S.

Religion of Spiritualism.—Dr. S. Watson 6 0
The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism.—Epes Sargent. 70
The Witchcraft of New England.—Allen Putman.. 70
Religion.—Dr. Babbitt... 6 6
Is Darwin Right ?—Dent 46
Some Mistakes of Moses.—Ing .6 6

English Agent of the Religio* Philosophical Journal and

Publishing House, Chicago, U.S.
All works issued by the above House sold or procured to order.

FOREIGN PERIODICALS DEPARTMENT.
Subscriptions received for

THE BANNER OF LIGHT, the oldest Spiritual Journal in the world. Port
free, 15s. per year.

THE. RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, a Radical Spiritual Paper.
Port free, 15e. per year.

LIGHT FOR ALL; published in California. Eightpages. 6s. per year port free

MILLER’S PSYCHOMETRIC CIRCULAR,; published in Brooklyn, New York,
and devoted to the exposition of the wonderful science of Paychometry. 6s.
per year post free.

HARBINGER OF LIGHT; published in Melbourne, Australia. 7s. per year
port free. This Journal delineates the progress of Spiritualism at” the
Antipodes.

Subscriptions reoeived for all-the Periodicals published in England.
Address all orders and communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive
Literature Agenct, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E. Terms Cash.
P.0.0. on London, E.C.
THE TRADE SUPPLIED.—CATALOGUES POST FREE.

BANNER OF LIGHT:

THE OLDEST JOURNAL IN THE WORLD DEVOTED TO THE
SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.

Issued Weekly at No. 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, Maqq
Colbt and Rich, Publishers and Proprietors.

Isaac B. Rich, Business Manager; Luther Colbt, Editor; John W. Dat,
Assistant Editor; aided by a large corps of able writers.

THE BANNER is a first-class, ei ht—rpa e Family Newspaper, containin
FORTT COLUMNS OF INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE READING, embracing
Literart Department, Reports of Spiritual Lectures, Original Ebsats
—Upon Spiritual, Philosophical,and Scientific Subjects; Editorial Department
Spirit-Message Department, Contributions by the most talented writers in
the world, etc., etc. o .
Terms of Subscription, in Advance, 15s. per Annum.

COLBY A RICH publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail acomplete

assortment of SPIRITUAL PROGRESSIVE REFORMATORY, AND IS-
CELLANECUS BOOKS.

«»* Catalogues of Books Published and for Sale by Colbt A Rich sent free.

Remittances and orders can be sent to the Publishers to the above address, or
to our Sole European Agent, Mr. J. J. Morse, Progressive Literature
Agency, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, England.

MESMERISM.

D. YOUNGER,

CURATIVE MESMERIST AND MEDICAL RUBBER,

23, LEDBURY ROAD, BAYSWATER.

T HOME DALY, from 2 to 5, or attends Patients at their own

A homes, either for curative purposes or to Egive his very amusing and in-
structive Drawing-room Entertainment in Electro-Biology. He

of mesmeric sensitives with whom he produces marvellous phenomena. He also

teaches the art of putting pupils through several courses of practical experiments

guaranteeing proficiency, or gives written instructions. Terms moderate.

as a number
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(Established 1873.)
38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, W.C.

(Comer of WOBURN STRJ88T.)

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists
of every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the
investigation or the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and inquirers
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Reference and Lending Libraries contain a large collection of the best
works on Spiritualism and occult subjects.  Spiritualist and other newspapers
and periodicals from all parts of the world are regularly supplied for the
Reading Room, to which Members have access daily.

The Secretary, or his representative, are in attendance to reoeive visitors,
and answer inquiries, every day, from 2 to 9 p.m. Saturdays, from 11 am.
to 4 pm.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Reading
Room and Library. Information afforded to inquirers on all questions affecting
Spiritualism.

Members' Free Stances are held on Thursday evenings, at 8 o'clock prompt,
subject to certain regulations,which can be ascertained on application.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application during the winter season.

Soirees, at which all friends are welcome, are held at intervals during the
season. An admission fee is charged, including refreshments.

Spiritualists of all shades of opinion are invited to actively oo-operate with
the Association on every possible opportunity.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.

£ s d

Perannum.

Country members, with privilege of voting at all General Meetings 050

Town members, do. do. 010 6
Members, with use of reading-room and reference library, and th
right of taking out one volume from the lending library...

Family tickets, with all privileges ...220

Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan

postal district.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.

All communications and inquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre-
tary, Mb. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Post Office Orders
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be
crossed ~ London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch."

Prospectuses of the Association and forms of application for Membership,
can also be procured from the several allied Societies.

Council.

Adshead, W. P., Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond.
Bowman J.. 65. Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.8., Junior Athemeum Club, Piccadilly.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E.
*Dunn, James (of the South Durham District Association), 63, Simpson-street,
New Shildon.
Edmands, T. H., The Chestnuts, Sunbury, Middlesex.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James s-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 8, 8outhwick-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage Park, Plumstead, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-cresceut, Westbourne-square, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Presoott-street, Liverpool.
* Larrad, E. (of the Leicester Society), 10, Edwyn-street, Leicester.
Maclean, Major-General, E. 1. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-square, S.W.
Meugens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, S.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta.
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Pickersgill, W. C.. 3, Blandford-square, N.W.
Podmore, Frank, 16, Southampton-street, Fitzroy-aquare, W.
Potts, G. H., 57, Moorgate-street, E.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent's Park, N.W.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi, Siglr_mr, 22, Montagu-plaoe, Russell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
heobald, Morell, F.C.A., 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.
-Tr%qwein, RS. Pomeroy (of the Dalston Association), 40, Claverton-street,
imlico, S.W.
Withal], H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W.

[* Representatives of Allied Societies who are ex-officio members of the Council]

Vicb-Pmsidiht8.

Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.

Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. S. T. Speer.
Auditors.
J. W. Gray, Esq., C.E. G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esg., F.O.A.
. Rb8idbnt Secretary.

Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.
Honorary or Corresponding Members.

His r\!mp‘erial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg,
ussia.

Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdjd, Capoussou, Con-
stantinople.

The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.

TheAI\Baro_ness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potscliach, Styria, viA Gratz,

ustria.

The Baroness GuldenstQbbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.

Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.

El Visconde de Torres-Solano,” Madrid.

The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect.
6, St. Petersburg.

Signor Sebastiauo fenzi, Firenze, Italy.

Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.

J. M. Peebles, Esg., Hammonton, Atlautic Co., New Jersey, U.S A

Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, Chicago, U.S.A.

MilsAnna Blackwell, La Tresorene, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.

Baboo Pearychand Mittra, Metcalfe Hall, Calcutta

James Mylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten, The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hill,
Manchester.

A. J. Riko, Esg., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland.

Professor Friedrich Zollner, Leipzig, Germany.

Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.

Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germany.

Gregor 0. Wittig, Esq., Kornarstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
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W. H. Terry, Esq., 84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

M. Leymane, 5, liue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.

H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 631, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.

E. Crowell ,Esq., M.D., 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.

G. L. Ditson, Esqg., M.D., Malden, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, South Africa.

J. Murr&y Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-Btreet, Philadelphia.

Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.

J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France.

Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunifcre, Paris.

Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.

Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.

M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chaussle St. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.

M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lez-Bruxellei.

Lieut.-Col. P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels,

Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.

Comte de Bullet, Hotel del’Atheule, Rue Scribe, Paris.

J. L. O'Sullivan, Esq., 30, U(gper Gloucester-place, Dorset-square, London, N.W.

Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.8., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.

A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Nutwood Cotta?e, Frith Hill, Godaiming.

Isaac B. Rich, Esg., 9, Montgomery.place, Boston, U.S.A.

Mdlle. Hnet, 173, Rue St. Honors, Paris.

W. 8. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.

Dr. Grunhut, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.

Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.

J. W. Day, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.

Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.

8ignor Damiani, Presso il Car Ougiani, Colonnelli, nei Caribineifi, Bari, Italy.

Dr. Puel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Pans.

Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-straase, near Vienna.

M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.

Berkz;l’._ Hutchinson, Esq., L.D.8., R.O.SJ.. 2, New-street, Cape Town, 8outh
rica.

Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-street, New York.

Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.

M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans.

Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

ALLIED SOCIETIES.

Home.

irers into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.- Mr. J. Taft.
Sigdon-road, Dalston. E

Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Cowley-.*oad
Brixton, S.W.
Liverpoo Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H. Morris, 35, Cobden-rtrret
Everton, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. Hon. 8ec.—Mr. W. Paynter, 3, Angel-street
Cardiff. F

Dalston Association of Ir%gu

The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.
—Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terraoe, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.

Glasgow Association of Spiritualists.  Hon. Seo.—Mr. John MoG. Monro,
33, Daisy-street, Govanhill, Glasgow.

South Durham District Association of Spiritualists. Hon. Sec,—Mr. James

unn, 8, Co-operative-street, Old 8hildon, Durham.
Leicester Spiritualist Society. Hon. Sec—Mr. R. Wightman, 56, Cranbourne
Street. Leicester.

Foreign.

The Bpiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochauka.
Josofstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gass 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad Espiritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President—EI Visconde
de Torres-Solanot.

Sociedad Espirita Central de la Republica Mexioana. President— Seflor Refugio

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America.
Manuel Jose Angarita.
L'Union Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Rue de
Louvain, Brussels.

President—Sefior

SPECIAL NOTICE,

The Rooms will be CLOSED from Monday, August 29th, until Monday®
September 12th, inclusive.

HE THEOSOPHIST. A Monthly Journal devoted to Science,

Oriental Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature, and Art. Conducted
by H.P. Blavatsky. i
tion, £1 F[])_er annum, post free.

Post Office Orders to " The Proprietors of ‘The
Theosop

ist,* "' at the above address.

Agents for the sale of ““Light.”

LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299, New North-road.

J. M. Dale, 50, Crawford-etreet, Bryanston-square.
R. Cockkb, 74, Daleton-lane, E.

T. Blyton, 38, Great ICursell-Btreet,

J. Kino.—Goswell Hall.

F. O. Matthews.—Ladbroke Hall.

PROVINCIAL.

Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Lombard-etreet.
Belper.—T. Edwards, 8, King-Btreet.
Birmingham.—J. Groom, 200, St. Vincent-street.
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