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THE EARNEST INQUIRER.

n.
Last week, we left our “ Earnest Inquirer ” surrounded by 

the difficulties of his situation. He feels in himself a strong 
desire to know whether these “ glad tidings" are true, whether, 
as Longfellow puts it, “ Nature ” is again inviting him to 
wander with her

“ Into regions yet untrod, 
And read what is still unread 

In the manuscripts of God.”
Sad and weary with the discord of earth, he longs to know if 
in Spiritualism he can find any oomfort, any hope, any know
ledge that will reconcile him to the present and strengthen his 
faith in the future; or, intent on exploring the wonders of 
creation, he longs to search into the causes of things, and having 
travelled, as it were, to the utmost verge of the physical 
universe, desires to know whether it is true that he is now 
■landing on the threshold of another kingdom of surpassing 
interest and beauty.

Our “ Inquirer ” is in danger of feeling either bewildered or 
disgusted, conscious mainly of the confusion, absurdity, and 
triviality of much that is presented to him. As a first Btep 
towards aiding him, we must ask what is it that he wants, or 
rather what is exactly and definitely the best thing for him.

He has been educated in the belief that there are no finite 
intelligences in active direct operation in this world, among 
ordinary objects and affairs, except its human inhabitants ; that 
if things move about intelligently, that if voices are heard, 
that if writings are produced, it is mundane intelligence that is at 
work. The first grand point to be gained is to produce a con
viction that “ physical manifestations,” as we call them, mani
festly directed by intelligence, do occur under circumstances in 
which it is impossible rationally to attribute them to mundane 
agency. It is clear that, the simpler these manifestations are, 
the more easy will it be for him to satisfy himself as to their 
cause, or rather to attain a conviction that they cannnot be 
ascribed to causes with which he is familiar. It is, in the 
nature of things, hardly possible that the varied and complex 
phenomena of highly developed mediumship can carry con
viction to a mind disbelieving in any phenomena at all. 
Mental or psychical phenomena, moreover, even of a simple 
character, fail to convince ; for although, in one respect, the 
tendency of the age is strongly materialistic, yet, on the other 
hand, there is a disposition to exaggerate the abnormal and 
undeveloped powers and faculties of the human mind, so that 
many will prefer to accept “ thought-reading,” “ clairvoyance,” 
or “unconscious cerebration,” as sufficient explanations.

What, therefore, it seems to us, we specially need for inquirers 
is a supply of the simplest physical phenomena, obtainable under 
all reasonable conditions, and with as much certainty as that 
with which many of our mediums—trance speakers,for instance— 
obtain their manifestations. We want such phenomena as 
movements of furniture or other objects in the light, without 
human contact; intelligent raps in the light; messages and answers 
to questions spelt out by a properly constructed indicator ; * 
knots tied in endless cords; or any other of the various 
phenomena involving what is called “ the passage of matter 
through matter;” direct writing under good and simple con

ditions, and other manifestations which might be named. 
We want mediums and circles who will devote themselves 
to the development of simple phenomena of this kind. We 
want what may be said to correspond to infant-school teachers 
and to infant schools in ordinary education. As children are 
not admitted into higher schools or higher classes until they have 
mastered certain elements of learning, so it would be wise on the 
part of inquirers to exercise the self-denial required to confine 
their investigations to the simplest phenomena, until they have 
convinced themselves of their reality. But we, as Spiritualists, 
cannot reasonably give them this advice unless we are at the 
same time able to afford them the opportunities of putting it in 
practice.

What, therefore, we should practically urge upon the atten
tion of Spiritualists as the most effective means of promoting an 
intelligent spirit of inquiry is :—

1. To offer inducements to physical mediums to lav them
selves out for obtaining the simplest phenomena under the 
simplest and at the same time most stringent conditions.

2. To arrange for the holding of circles for similar phenomena 
under similar conditions, which circles shall be open, under 
proper regulations, to inquirers.

We cannot help thinking that if such circles were held, at 
38, Great Russell-Btreet for instance, either under the auspices 
of the British Association or by independent parties, they 
might become of great value to Spiritualists themselves in the 
study of the philosophy of the manifestations, as to which we 
know very little, and, worse than this, in regard to which no 
progress seems being made in the acquisition of any real 
knowledge.

We should like to say one word in this connection as to 
professional mediumship, against which there is, in our opinion, 
a somewhat unwarrantable prejudice. Mediumship being a 
“ quality,” or “gift,” there is no more reason, on the face of it, 
why those who are thus specially gifted should not devote their 
lives to it as a profession, than there is why those who are 
endowed with gifts of music, of painting, of sculpture, of 
scientific or mathematical investigation, should hesitate to devote 
themselves to the vocations to which they feel themselves called. 
What is needed is that a distinction should be drawn between 
“professional” mediumship and that kind of “public” 
mediumship which opens the door to all comers, and by the 
introduction of bad and discordant elements, subjects the 
medium to evil influences which may injure his whole moral and 
spiritual nature. For such a risk no consideration of general 
service to the cause can be a sufficient justification. How this 
distinction is to be made and how safely preserved are matters 
for serious thought. As we get to know and understand the 
laws of Spirit communion the problem will perhaps be solved ; 
but at the same time we cannot but think and hope that, as 
Spiritualism spreads and home circles become more general, the 
need of professional and public mediumship will altogether 
cease. But in the meantime we must do what we can do wisely 
to meet the needs of those who are anxiously beginning the 
serious search after truth.

The number of earnest inquirers into Spiritualism, increased 
by a variety of causes, will probably be greater during the next 
few years than ever before, and we should be glad to contribute 
to the success of their endeavours, knowing that by so doing we 
should be aiding what we conceive to be the grandest and most 
vitally important movement of the present day. We hope to 
elicit the views of our readers as to the suggestions which we 
have ventured to offer.

Friendship assists our moral culture by suspending our 
egotism—I sink my existence in another’s, and lo, if the death 
of my friend or a separation, throw me back upon myself for a 
moment, I find that, while I have been thinking only of him, I 
have taken up a purer, stronger life, and scarcely know for my 
own the pulse of which I am freshly made conscious. What 
shall I render to you bright, beautiful souls who have beckoned 
me upwards and onwards so well 1—Tait.
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MR. IRVING BISHOP AND THE ‘ LEISURE HOUR.”

I quite endorse the remarks, in a recent issue of “ Light,” 
in reference to the inconsistency and unseemliness of the 
Religious Tract Society allowing an article on Spiritualism, by 
Mr. W. Irving Bishop, to appear in the April number of 
Leisure Hour. I think you have stated the case very mildly 
indeed. I am disposed to use stronger language, and, denouncing 
the article in question as a tissue of misrepresentations, hold 
the editor responsible for the statements therein made.

With very little trouble the editor might have acquainted 
himself with the fact that jugglery is one thing, and that 
spiritual phenomena are something entirely different; and 
seeing that he has not chosen to ascertain the truth in relation 
to this matter he must be oontent to share the guilt which 
attaches to the man who states that which is false ; for, if Mr. 
Bishop does not know the difference between jugglery and 
spiritual phenomena, it is sheer impertinence on his part to 
write a line on the subject, and, if he does, which I am inclined 
to think is the case, why then people must form their own con
clusions as to his conduct.

I have spent a great deal of time and money in the endeavour 
to acquaint myself with the facts of Spiritualism, and at every 
stage of the inquiry I have held myself ready to admit the 
explanation which would best cover all the ground. That 
is my present state of mind. I am still an inquirer, 
ready to listen to all that science and every other instructor 
has to say on the subject; and if they succeed in con
vincing me that I have drawn from certain premises false con
clusions, I will cheerfully correct my opinions by aid of the 
added light, and rejoice that I am so much nearer the truth ; 

. but the explanations will have to be wonderfully different to 
those given by Mr. Bishop in the articles contributed by him 
to the Leisure Hour.

He has written a great many words and supplied a few 
little pictures, which appear exceedingly ridiculous in their 
connection; but as far as the phenomena of Spiritualism are 
concerned, he might as well have discussed about the mysteries 
of the deep a hundred fathoms down. He has not touched 
even the fringe of the great subject. He has not even correctly 
described any one of the simplest forms of spiritual manifesta
tion, much less given the explanation thereof.

Why does Mr. Bishop fight windmills and run his bodkin 
into bags of Btraw while work remains to be done, which, if he 
could do it, would bring him any amount of honour and glory, 
and hats full of money ? Why has he not explained to the 
readers of the Leisure Hour how writing is obtained inside a closed 
double slate, securely fastened, untouched by a medium, and 
held in the hand of a sceptic, the movements of the pencil 
being heard by all present ? If he can do this, the best advice 
I can offer him is to take passage at once for America. He is 
just the man they want to see there ; if he can meet and con
found 81ade, Watkins, and others in relation to this particular 
phenomenon, he will be hailed by thousands as the Right 
Royal Exposer of Spiritualism, and would be fairly entitled to 
all the merit which would belong to so notable an achievement.

Why has Mr. Bishop not introduced “Transcendental 
Physics ” to the notice of his readers ? To shew how Professor 
Zollner and his German brother scientists had been hoodwinked 
would have been a field wide enough for the most accomplished 
magician in which to display his skill. Why has he not told 
them how knots were placed on a cord the ends of which had 
been securely tied and sealed, the knots being placed on the 
said cord while the sealed ends where pressed firmly against the 
table by the professor’s thumbs ? If the operation does not 
belong to the fourth dimension of space, or Herbert Spencer’s 
realm of the unknowable, but is simply a trick, if he will say 
how it is done, doubtless Professor Zollner, amongst others, will 
count him many thanks for the information.

If he says such experiments are outside his experience, I 
reply it would have been modest on his part, and wiser, had he 
waited until the juggler’s education was finished before giving 
to the public the password to his world of mysteries, and so 
have made the exposure of Spiritualism more complete.

In the commencement of his third article Mr. Bishop offers a 
sneer at what are known as materialisations, or, as he puts it 
—the claim of Spiritualists “that the spirits of departed 
persons take bodily shape. ” Would it surprise Mr. Bishop and 
the editor of the Leisure Hour to be told that I have shaken 
hands with many such forms, conversed with them, and wit

nessed many kindly offices performed by them at my request, 
and that I am as certain about this fact as that I live ?

The strongest argument Mr. Bishop puts on record against 
such a statement as this is “its opposition to all we have reason 
to believe, regarding the condition and occupation of those who 
have left this earth;’’ so that Bishop’s notion of what ought to be 
is the full measure of what possibly can be. Such fooling aside, 
I ask, save for Spiritualism, what would Mr. Bishop or anybody 
else know, not alone about the condition and occupation of 
departed spirits, but as to whether or not human beings have an 
existence beyond the grave ?

It would be a stronger argument and more to the purpose, 
if he would undertake to produce similar manifestations, under 
conditions precisely the same as those which obtained When the 
phenomenon occurred in my presence, and so fully explain the 
method by which the work is done that either I, or any 
other peraon, can produce the same results at any time and in 
any place. This, I may tell him, I know he will never do, not 
even if I m ake the payment of a hundred guineas contingent upon 
his success.

Referring to Mr. Bishop’s theory of spirit raps, that they 
are produced by the snapping of the joints of the medium’s 
body, I have to say he must guess again, or perhaps, what 
would be better, write to some of the professors of Harvard 
University—whose long promised explanation of Spirit rapping 
has not yet been given to the world—seeing they might now be 
able to help him to a solution a little less absurd than the one 
he propounds.

During my investigation of Spiritualism I have attended 
hundreds of stances, and, as a critical observer, I affirm that on 
no occasion have I been able to detect any sounds having the 
slightest resemblance to the knee and ankle joint business, and 
this as regards both the loudness and disposition of the raps. 
On a piece of furniture, standing in the corner of a room, no 
medium’s joints being near, I have heard raps produced so loud 
as to be comparable only to smart blows given with a hammer. 
At my request raps Have been given under my hand as it lay 
upon the table, the sound not only being heard, but the 
vibration felt, the medium’s joints being in another part of the 
room.

I remember on one occasion standing in the open fields with 
my friends Mr. and Mrs. Everitt, of Hendon, and raps being 
produced on the crown of my hat, which I held in my hand ; an 
intelligent conversation by means of these raps being sustained 
with an unseen friend. The darkness and joint theory were 
certainly at fault there.

I could fill many columns of “ Light ” with a narration of 
my experience in connection with spiritual phenomena, but I 
must stop.

I have thus written, not with the slightest idea of influencing 
in the direction of truth and fact the professional exposer—his 
conversion would be dear at the price—but in the hope that, if 
these lines should be seen by any of the readers of the Leisure 
Hour, they will be pleased to accept in the spirit in which it is 
offered the advice not to believe that Spiritualism is what Mr. 
Bishop, for purposes of his own, sayB it is, but rather what 
some of the most profound philosophers, accomplished scientists, 
subtle metaphysicians, and brightest poets of this and other 
countries have, after patient investigation, declared it to be 
—the grandest fact of this or any preceding age.

Wm. P. Adshbad.
Derby House, Belper,

April 6th, 1881.

The great office of a perfect science is to produce a reconciling 
harmony. Two persons at opposite sides of the base of a pyramid 
can perceive clearly enough that they are opposite ; but as they 
ascend, they approach ; and could they but scale the summit 
they would find opposition to disappear, and sides to vanish in a 
single point.—Dr. Archer Butler. Ancient Philosophy (1. 183.)
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CARLYLE ON SPIRITUAL AFFINITIES.

“ On Tuesday, January 26, 1832, I received tidings that my 
dear and worthy father had departed out of this world. He 
was called away by a death apparently of the mildest, on Sunday 
morning about six.” Thus does Thomas Carlyle commence those 
“Reminiscences ” just published,which,through omission on the 
part of their editors of a needful editorial purgation, has caused 
the bitter side of the illustrious old man’s nature so pitifully to 
eclipse the otherwise touching sweetness of his memories.

Carlyle consecrated a week upon receipt of this mournful 
intelligence to solitude, to reflection upon the life of his father, 
upon death and its “ eternal verities,”—and to the composition 
of the short and touching memorial of “ James Carlyle, stone
mason,” which commences these volumes.

The following extract, which terminates the sketch, cannot 
fail to interest the readers of “Light.” It would appear 
as though the clear-shining of the great Angel of the Resurrec
tion had with an irresistible illumination penetrated into the 
usually so despairing and gloomy imagination of Carlyle—and 
for once made him, touched to the quick, write of spiritual 
truth in the very words, and with the insight, of a Spiritualist

“ I shall now no more behold my dear father with these 
bodily eyes. With him a whole three score and ten years of 
the past has doubly died for me. It is as if a new leaf in the 
great book of time were turned over. Strange time—endless 
time; or of which I see neither end nor beginning. All rushes 
on. Man follows man. His life is as a tale that has been told ; 
yet under Time does there not lie Eternity f Perhaps my father, 
all that essentially was my father, is even now near me, with me. 
Both he and I are with God. Perhaps, if it so please God, we shall 
in some higher state of beinj meet one another, recognise one 
another. As it is written, We shall be for ever with God. The 
possibility, nay (in some way) the certainty of perennial existence 
daily grows plainer to me. The essence of whatever was, is, or 
shall be, even now is. God is great. God is good. His will be 
done, for it will be right.

“ As it is, I can think peaceably of the departed loved. All 
that was earthly, harsh, sinful in our relation has fallen away ; 
all that was holy in it remains. I can see my dear father’s life 
in some measure as the sunk pillar on which was mine to rise 
and be built; the waters of time have now swelled up round 
his (as they will round mine) ; I can see it all transfigured, 
though I touch it no longer. I might almost say his spirit seems 
to have entered into me (so clearly do I discern and love him); I 
seem to myself only the continuation and second volume of my father. 
Three days that I have spent thinking of him and his ends are the 
peaceahlest, the only Sabbath that I have had in London. One other 
of the universal destinies of men has overtaken me. Thank Heaven 
I know, and have known what it is to be a Bon; to love a father, 
as spirit can love spirit. God give me to live to my father’s 
honour and to His ! And now beloved father, farewell for the 
last time in the world of shadows ! In the world of realities, may 
the Great father again bring us together in perfect holiness and 
perfect love ! Amen.—Sunday night, January 29, 1832.”

In the sketch of the life of Jane Welsh Carlyle—Carlyle’s wife 
—we find the following interesting fact preserved. A student of 
psychology would regard it as an instance of somnambulism, 
rather than of simple “ dream.” Little Jane Welsh—after
wards Mrs. Carlyle—when at school at Haddington, was, we are 
told, always anxious to work hard and would sit up half the 
night over her lessons. One day she had been greatly perplexed 
by a problem in Euclid ; she could not solve it. At last she went 
to bed and in a dream got up and did it, and went. to bed 
again. In the morning she had no consciousness of her dream; 
but on looking at her slate, there was the problem solved !

MISSILES THROWN BY UNSEEN HANDS.
To the Editor of” Light?

Sib,—Tn connection with the numerous instances of stone
throwing, &c., chronicled in the pages of the Press in various 
parts of the globe, I may perhaps be allowed to mention an 
occurrence of the kind in Canada, about 20 years ago, the effects 
of which were witnessed by me immediately after the event. I 
was at the time studying at the College of St. Michael, on the 
bank of the River St. Lawrenoe, below Quebec. One day, in 
the depth of a severe Canadian winter, news came to the college 
of some supernatural phenomena happening in the house of a 
family of poor “ habitants ” about five or six miles away, and on 
the outskirts of a great forest. The population of that district 
— the county of Bellechasse—were principally Roman Catholics, 
descended from the original French settlers from Normandy, 
retaining the old Norman customs and dialect, as well as a 
deeply-rooted belief in supernatural agencies both for good and 

evil. The events in question were so extraordinary that the 
college authorities decided upon visiting the theatre of their 
occurrence, selecting a number of students to accompany them. 
I was fortunate enough to be one of the company.

After a long walk over a country literally buried in snow 
and ice, we reached the house, finding the inmates, especially 
the women (two), not quite calmed down from what might be 
termed, if their looks were to be depended upon, a high state of 
excitement. They called our attention to the windows, every 
pane in which was more or less pierced with holes, caused by 
the knives and forks having been violently snatched from their 
places by invisible hands and thrown out of the windows. One 
of the poor women had her dress tom literally to fragments 
while entering one of the rooms. Two little orphan children 
were struck from their chairs and thrown to the ground until 
they had to be removed to a neighbour’s house. The house was,' 
in fact, turned into a perfect pandemonium. After the removal 
of the children the persecution somewhat abated, and after a 
visit from the parish priest, a really good Christian man, it 
stopped altogether.

We afterwards went to a neighbouring house and saw one of 
the children referred to. The little girl appeared to have been 
knocked stupid, and a red mark on the side of her face where 
she had been struck was still visible. This was no conspiracy 
got up to induce bestowal of charity, and the piercing cold of 
the night air was not at all a desirable experience for dwellers 
indoors, even though they were so used to “ roughing it ” as the 
poor Canadian settlers.—Yours truly,

. Hon. Sbc., Cardiff Spiritualist Society.
Cardiff, April 12th, 1881.

THOUGHTS ON MATTER.

The theory that matter is composed of ultimate material 
atoms is disputed, if not refuted, by the dynamical theory, 
which asserts that such atoms are inconceivable, and that the 
ultimate atom must be a mere centre of force.

Sir William Thompson tries to shew, by the rigidity produced 
in limp chains and spinning discs revolving with immense 
rapidity, that the rigidity of all matter is caused by its motion.

If so, where is the place for ultimate mechanical atoms ; 
are these ultimate atoms not simply revolving forces ?

The present direction of science is to resolve all phenomena 
into action in force ; and so far as is known, electricity in its 
various manifestations is the universal force in nature.

Faraday reasoned that if there were ultimate atoms in 
matter, the same reasoning would lead us to believe that there 
were definite atoms of electricity.

If so, I would suggest that it is conceivable that the ultimate 
atoms so eagerly sought after are atoms or centres of electric 
force.

There is throughout the universe a unity of action, and all 
planets and suns, which are as atoms in infinite space, revolve 
round their axes and round other centres.

I therefore conceive that the ultimate atoms of “ matter ” 
are electric centres, or, it may be, electric rings of infinite small
ness, and that their rigidity is the result of their infinite rapidity 
of rotation.

Thus when the spiritual being or the adept says he dissolves 
and re-forms substances by the superior power of spiritual will 
to the electric forces, he offers a solution of the problem which 
to the occultist is reasonable.

If so, then Mind is the ultimate force in the universe, and 
the material world is but the objective thought of the Divine 
mind.

Professor Helmholtz, in his lecture on “ Faraday ” at the 
Royal Institution last week, as reported in this day’s Times, 
must surely be in error when he says, “ the method of Faraday 
was in the direction of purifying science from the last remnant 
of metaphysics. ”

I should rather have said that the mind of Faraday was a 
fine balance between the physical and metaphysical, and, unlike 
most modem scientists, he most ardently believed in God, and 
therefore he made great discoveries.

Have not all the greatest discoveries in science been made 
by those who believed in the Divine Mind ? *

If the Divine Mind be at the foundation of all phenomena, 
then it would seem logical to suppose that the deepest inspirations 
could only come to those who thus believed.

George Wyid, M.D.
11th April, 1881.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.
We are requested by the Secretary of the British National 

Association to state that the next Discussion Meeting will be 
held, not on a Monday, as usual, but on Thursday, the 21st 
inst., when an interesting paper will be read “ On the Relations 
of Science and Spiritualism,” contributed by Mr. F. F. Cook, 
of Chicago. ___________________

The trial of Mrs. Fletcher, on the charge of having conspired 
with her husband and Colonel Morton to defraud Mrs. Hart- 
Davies, was brought to a close on Tuesday—having lasted six 
days—when the jury found a verdict of “ Guilty1’—and Mr. 
Justice Hawkins passed a sentence of twelve months’ imprison
ment with hard labour. We have nothing to say as to the 
decision of the jury. They, no doubt, by their verdict gave 
expression to their honest belief ; and the judge must also be 
credited with having, throughout, been influenced by a desire to 
do what was fair aud right. Still, as Spiritualists, we must look 
at the case from our own standpoint, and must direct attention 
to the fact that to Spiritualism, as matters now stand, a fair, 
full, and impartial hearing is impossible.

The salient points for the defence were shortly these—that 
as to the messages, alleged by the prosecution to have been 
given from Mrs. Hart-Davies’ spirit mother urging her to part 
with her property to the Fletchers, and other essential matters, 
the prisoner’s mouth was closed, as would also have been the 
mouths of Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Morton had they surrendered, 
seeing that they would have been put into the dock by Mrs. 
Fletcher’s side ; and that even had such messages been given the 
fact in itself was no proof of fraud, as such communications were 
possible. In proof of the latter contention Mrs. Fletcher’s 
counsel intimated that he could adduce the testimony of men 
of the highest social and literary attainments, clergymen, 
magistrates, and eminent scientific gentlemen, including members 
of the Royal 8ociety. To this the judge replied that such 
witnesses could only testify to their belief (!) but the jury, as 
intelligent men, would have to look at the matter in the light of 
“ ordinary experience ” !

The judge, no doubt, in saying this was speaking in aonnrdanna 
with the recognised rules of evidence—and we find no fault 
with his decision. What we contend is this—that, if Mr. 
Justice Hawkins was right, as the laws of evidence are now 
understood, the laws of evidence must be altered. The eminent 
authorities whom the prisoner’s counsel said that he was pre
pared to call, would, we presume, have been able to give good 
and substantial grounds for what Mr. Justice Hawkins designated 
as their belief, but what they would have testified to as absolute 
knowledge. This being so it is high time that such evidence 
should cease to be excluded on the ground that the facts, which 
would have been proved, do not come within the range of 
“ ordinary experience.” Time was when cures by the imposition 
of kingly hands were deemed facts within ‘ ‘ ordinary experience. ” 
Time was when evidence in support of charges of witchcraft was 
readily accepted, and poor, wretched, harmless beings were 
burned on such testimony. But, now, facts which can be attested 
by men of the highest literary, social, and scientific rank, after 
careful research, must be carefully excluded from a court of 
justice, because they are not yet common enough to be familiar 
to every judge and every juror in the land ! While this is so 
justice to Spiritualism is practically denied.

We offer these remarks with no reference to the guilt or 
innocence of Mrs. Fletcher. On this point there may be 
differences of opinion even amongst Spiritualists. But the case 
which has just been heard has made it apparent that it is a 
foregone conclusion in law that every profession of Spirit 
communion is a profession with fraudulent intention. It rests 
with Spiritualists themselves to sweep away this monstrous 
injustice. A highly-respected magistrate told us a few days 
since, in the course of conversation, that we must be content 
to be martyrs till we have a Spiritualist, if not on every 
bench, at least in every jury-box ! The hint is certainly 
deserving of serious consideration, and we are inclined to think 
that the time when this very desirable condition will be realised 
is not very far distant The recognition of the truths of 
Spiritualism is growing—growing very fast, and a little more 
combined effort would bring about the desired end. When 
judge and jury alike admit the possibility of our facts, the laws 
of evidence will be found to be sufficiently pliable to admit 
their proof even in a court of law.

It is greatly to be desired that those who write on abstruse 
subjects should be very careful in their choice of expressions, 
and in clearness or thought. “ A Kabbalist,” to whom we devoted 
considerable space in our last issue, deals with very abstruse 
matters. It is an open question whether any good is derivable 
from such excursions into the region of the Unknowable; but 
there can be no doubt of the need for precision in thought and 
language in dealing with such matters as God and the Soul. 
Yet we find at the very outset that a “ Soul is a stray atom of 
God," and, pondering what that may possibly mean, and how 
the writer knowB it, we come, in the next paragraph, on this 
astonishing statement: “God, as the infinite ocean of life, is 
a central magnet 'that sustains all. ” From which it results that 
“ Soul is a stray atom of the infinite ocean, which is also 
a central magnet.” Surely, this is utterly incomprehensible 
language ; and it is complicated further by the lax use of the 
word Soul which pervades the paper. In most cases it is used 
when Spirit should be employed ; though, in some cases, the 
recognised nomenclature is adhered to. What but perplexity 
is an ordinary reader to get out of such a statement as this ?— 
“ Angels, and even souls, return to the worlds of their former 
existences from pity and sympathy for those who are working 
out their progress ! ” If we must seek to deal with ineffable 
mysteries— and it is not the angelic state of mind that prompts 
such meddling—dogmatism and inaccuracy of thought and word 
should be rigidly excluded.

Professor Balfour Stewart, LL.D., F.R.S., has delivered, at 
the Victoria Institute, a remarkable lecture on “ The Visible 
Universe—Is it a Physical or Spiritual Production ? ” In the 
course of it he elucidates those views of the spiritual nature of 
the universe which are propounded in the work, “ The Unseen 
Universe ”—the authorship of which he shared with Tait, and 
which, when published, created so much sensation. The argu
ment is too abstruse to bear summarising ; but one point may be 
noted. In discussing man’s free-will, a faculty of which the 
materialistic hypothesis practically deprives him, he uses as 
illustrative of his argument the power some have of influencing 
their fellow-men from a distance, and also the fact of apparitions 
at the time of death. The expression of belief embodied in the 
following words is worth preserving : “ I have shewn,” Professor 
Stewart says, “ that man has apparently and practically a power 
of influencing his own actions and motions, and that this is a 
power of the nature of that which belongs to the Unseen. Again, 
we know that under certain peculiar conditions one man may 
have the very strange power of influencing his fellow-man in such 
a way as to paralyse his will. Finally, I would put the question 
whether there may not be occasional occurrences manifesting 
action at a distance ; such, I mean, as are supposed by some to 
indicate the death of a dear and distant friend by means of an 
appearance or simulacrum. It may be said that the proof of such 
appearances is not conclusive. Certainly it is not scientific 
proof, if by this term be meant that proof from observation and 
experiment that can be repeated and accumulated at the will of 
the observer. Nevertheless, the evidence in favour of such 
occurrences appears to me to be such that we cannot decline to 
discuss them as possibilities. In any case they are easily 
explicable under the spiritual hypothesis, while they can hardly 
be explained by any other.”

We observe that Dr. Carter Blake has been discoursing on. 
Spiritualism, as interpreted by himself, in the columns—we 
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should imagine the not too congenial columns—of the National 
.Reformer. Necessity is reputed to make men acquainted with 
strange bedfellows, and choice is sometimes passing odd. But 
what necessity or choice has caused a champion of the Old 
Church to join hands with the journal written by the arch- 
stheiBt for readers who sympathize with Nescience ? Perhaps 
we need not speculate, nor wonder that, writing in that journal, 
Dr. Blake is led to deliver himself of various elaborate sneers 
against those who find in modern Spiritualism a counterpart of 
much that is recorded in the Bible, and most surely believed by 
the Church. To him it seems an incredible thing that there 
should be persons who see in the phenomena of Spiritualism 
evidences of intelligence, and who correlate what they them
selves observe with what has been recorded in various ages, and 
notably in the Bible. Captain Burton would seem to be Dr. 
Blake’s ideal Spiritualist, and his opinions may be gathered from 
a quoted statement which will, at any rate, find favour with the 
new class of readers to whom Dr. Blake addresses himself :— 
“ For some years I have managed to live without what is 
popularly called a soul!”

Dr. Blake thinks that long after the desire for proofs of 
immortality shall have disappeared Spiritualism “ may give a 
few crumbs of fact to the physiologist!” He also thinks that 
“ lucid somnambulism ” should read “ in plain English, 
muddled.” And he further waxes indignant that “even in 
March, 1881’’—why not, even in that “roaring moon?”— 
“lectures should be announced on the religious aspects of 
Spiritualism.” “It maybe asked,” he adds, “what have 
Spiritualists to do with religion or with God 1” That is a 
question which thoughtful Spiritualists are trying to answer, 
though hardly in Dr. Blake’s sense. In spite of the tone of the 
papers, which is deplorable, there are in them statements of 
fact which will be new to the readers of the National Reformer, 
and some of the arguments may convey a needful reproof to 
some of the more enthusiastic Spiritualists. We may learn 
even from a critic who gives us so little credit for honeBty and 
tvimman sense, and even for a soul, as Dr. Carter Blake does.

DR. MAURICE DAVIES AND THE ARCHBISHOP 
OF YORK.

Commenting upon Dr. Davies’ letter to the Primate, the 
new evening paper, The Cuckoo, published in London, remarks :—

“Dr. Maurice Davies has formally asked leave from the 
Bishop of Durham to speak at the forthcoming Church Congress 
in opposition to the paper which regards Spiritualism as a 
* deviation ’ from Christianity, and classes it with Infidelity 
and Secularism. It is a poor form of Christianity that sees any 
deviation from itself in Spiritualism.

“ Dr. Maurice Davies, moreover, informs the Editor of 
‘Light ’ that he has received communications from both the 
Archbishops on the subject of the letter addressed by him to 
the Primate. The Archbishop of Canterbury has left for the 
Continent; but his Chaplain writes to Dr. Davies, saying that 
his Grace took the letter with him to read during his pere
grinations. The Archbishop of York wrote at once acknowledg
ing the receipt of the printed copy sent to him by Dr. Davies 
in pamphlet form ; and this letter we have already published.

“ We agree with ‘ Light,’ that nothing could be more candid 
or reasonable than this letter, differing, as it does, entirely 
from the prejudiced opinions expressed by the generality of 
clerical critics.”

A LEGAL POINT.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sib,—Will you permit me to answer the legal question 
raised by your correspondent ? If I publish a book on Spirit
ualism, say for 5b., and Brown purchases it, because there is a 
message in it purporting to come from the Spirit of his mother, 
no action will lie against me, as I give a lawful consideration 
for the money, viz., the book ; but if I say to Brown, “ I have 
received a message from the Spirit of your mother, and I will 
not let you know what it is unless you pay me 5s.,” and Brown 
gives me the money, then I am liable to be convicted of obtaining 
money under false pretences.

So, if I charge Brown Is. for admission to a lecture on 
Spiritualism, the transaction is perfectly lawful—the con
sideration is sufficient; but if Brown pays me Is. for admission 
to a stance, at which I profess to place him in communication 
with a Spirit, I am liable to the penalty of fraud. The 
difference is in the “lawfulness of the consideration.” The 
law is perfectly clear and explicit,, on the point.'’ Whether the

law ought to remain in its present arbitrary state is quite 
another question.

No true Spiritualist who loves righteousness can lament the 
result of the Fletcher case, however much we may pity Mrs. 
Fletcher herself.

Nothing is more mischievous than the evil side of Spiritual, 
ism; and unless Spiritualism is adopted from the highest 
motives it may lead to injurious consequences.

In the Fletcher case, I do not for a moment doubt the 
genuineness of the manifestations, but they evidently proceeded 
from a most ignoble source, and brought forth exactly the 
results which might have been foreseen.—I remain yours, &c., 

Newton Crosland.
Blackheath, April 13th, 188L

A PLEA FOR CANDID INVESTIGATION.

I wish I could persuade men of science and men who have 
peculiar gifts of investigation and examination, that it would be 
most desirable for them, and a worthy employment of their 
gifts, to examine what, for want of a better term, we may call 
Spiritual Phenomena Let them remember that to dispel error 
may be nearly as important as to ascertain truth. Then let 
them recollect that almost all great discoveries have been 
accompanied by a great deal of quackery and imposture. Let 
them think how much these investigations might tend to promote 
medical science. Let them reflect how important a thing it is 
to investigate the value of testimony. Let them further reflect 
what a world of mystery we live in. Now look at the powers of 
memory. It is not too much to Bay that if the records of 
memory, even of a peasant, were written out in full, the weight 
alone of the ink would probably be greater than the weight of 
the brain that remembers. After this, can they say that any 
process of the human mind is astonishing ? There are numbers 
of statements, apparently well authenticated, in which it appears 
that the last thoughts and wishes of a dying person have had 
great influence over relatives and friends, divided from these 
dying persons by large distances of land and sea. Let us 
carefully record and examine into all these statements. It would 
be an unutterable comfort to many minds to have it well 
ascertained that there was any influence after death of one mind 
upon another.

But I do not rest my case upon these high metaphysical 
grounds. I rest it upon three other grounds. First, that in 
investigating these so-called spiritual phenomena we should 
ascertain more about the laws of evidence. Secondly, that we 
should ascertain whether there are any powers, forces, or 
influences of which we are at present not aware, that have their 
place in the creation ; and, thirdly, whether disease brings into 
operation faculties of hearing, eyesight, or imagination, of 
which we have at present no adequate conception, medically, 
morally, metaphysically, or scientifically. These questions 
demand the most careful investigation from our best weighers of 
evidence, and from our most accomplished scientific men.

The Author of “ Friends in Council."

THE DIET OF THE FUTURE.

That Vegetarianism is to be the diet of the future two facta 
seem to indicate : (1) The earth is yearly growing smaller in 
proportion to its population, and an acre will support more 
vegetable-eaters than flesh-eaters ; (2) The evolution of the 
moral faculty of sympathy has been so rapid in the recent history 
of civilised races that it seems inevitable a time must come 
when no man will be found brave enough to be a butcher.

There are, besides, many minor facts which point to the 
same conclusion. It is stated that longevity is increased by a 
vegetable diet. It cannot be denied that all the needs of the 
body may be satisfied without flesh-eating. I can understand 
that upon all these grounds the position of the vegetarian is 
a very tenable one. My attack was directed only to a particular 
argument which is often used in favour of Vegetarianism, and 
which seems to beg the question. Neither of your corre
spondents has shewn why vegetables are “ pure" food, par 
excellence. Dr. Nichols says “pure"means “clean, unsoiled, 
unmixed ” (why not, then, the wing of a chicken ?), and further 
that nutriment drawn from the vegetable kingdom is “ purer ” 
than that from the animal kingdom because it is not taken “ at 
second hand." But if it is purer on that account we might 
argue that the matters which nourish plants are still “ purer ” 
than they, and therefore more fit for human food; and so 
ad infinitum.

Again, on this ground, why are alcoholic drinks impure, or 
that ethereal soul of a vegetable—tobacco smoke ?

“ D. J.” thinks that nature did not intend the human frame 
to be supported by the eating of flesh. I had rather not pro
nounce as to her intentions ; but if she did not she has been 
an unkind nurse to the Esquimaux. Why may not man have 
been intended to go through a “second course ” of meat after bin 
“first course” of acorns, the finer fruits of the earth his 
“ dessert,” until he comes at last to the nectar and ambrosia ?

G.F.G.
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MB. TOWNS MEDIUMSHIP.
To the Editor o) “ Light.”

Sir,—In a former number of “Light” I observed some 
references, by a lady, to Mr. Towns’ mediumship. I have known 
Mr. Towns for some time now, and having on several occasions 
had experience of his wonderful powers, can fully endorse all 
that the writer says on that subject. It may not be wholly 
uninteresting to your readors if I giv e an account of a stance 
I had with him a few weeks ago ; at the same time you will be 
conferring a favour on those more immediately concerned in 
thus placing on record an incident in their lives that ought ever 
to be held in thankful remembrance.

We were three on this occasion—myself, my wife, and my 
son, a youth of fifteen years of age, about to return to school 
after his holidays. I had permitted him, at his own request, 
to be present, it being his first stance. As I have found to be 
the case generally, the manifestations were addressed more 
particularly to the new comer. Under influence, the medium 
commenced at once with an interesting lecture to my son on 
his studies, habits of life, &c., and with directions for his 
conduct in regard thereto, diagnosing, with wonderful cor
rectness, his character, and pointing out the existence of special 
talents, and the use to be made of them. Be it observed he 
had not seen or heard of my son previous to this interview 
with him. Towards the end of the stance, my wife expressing 
a wish to have a question or two answered, Mr. Towns 
desired that we should sit round the table with him, and 
ask questions mentally. I may say that I was somewhat curious 
regarding this manifestation, not having been a witness to 
anything of the kind previously. It was matter of 
surprise to me, therefore, to see the involuntary lifting up of 
his hands, and their rapid and forceful descent on the table, in 
answer, “Yes” or “No,” to the various questions asked. 
“Surely, Mr. Towns,” I remarked, “that must hurt your hands ?” 
“No, indeed,” replied he, “it does not in the least ; and I 
have sometimes split a table across.” “I am very glad,” said 
I. “ that my table is a strong one.” He further remarked, what 
was very evident to me, that he had no control over the move
ment of his hands. “Nor,” said he, “do I know what 
questions have been asked, nor how far the answers are correct.” 
My son, with some little tremor and agitation in his voice, told 
us that he had asked if he was to go back to his school, and that 
he had got for answer “ No.” Greatly annoyed, for the 
moment, that he should have asked such a question, and think
ing that, probably, his desire not to return might have had 
some influence in the matter, I put the question myself in 
various ways, indeed exhaustively ; but no ! no other answer 
was vouchsafed to me than that the boy must not go back to 
school. Much disturbed in mind, I alluded no further to the 
matter, and shortly after the stance came to an end.

The morning following I wrote to Mr. Towns, telling 
him that I Was much perplexed with the information 
given to me last night—that the question of sending my 
son back to school was too serious to me in many ways 
to decide without something more definite—some reason given 
on which to act. Mr. Towns wrote to me the same day— 
“ There are two reasons given to me why your son should not 
return to school again. The first is: the conditions are not 
good for him ; and there are other conditions which I cannot 
see, but I fear there will be a break-out of fever in tho whole 
school. I am impressed that there is some great cause why he 
should remain at home this term. This I received while holding 
your letter in my hand.”

This was sufficient for me, and I at once cleared matters out 
of hand by making new arrangements. Mr. Towns’ letter is 
dated 24th January. A fortnight ago from to-day my boy 
brought in word that he had met an old schoolfellow, who told 
him that he had news from a friend at school that there was ; 
scarlatina in the school, and that one boy bad already died. A ] 
week later we heard that four boys were dead, and that 
stringent measures were being carried out in all relations to ( 
the school and connection therewith. ]

Some people would call that a coincidence, and many of my < 
friends to whom I might relate this would smile superciliously, | 
and with an assumption of wisdom, begotten of all they had t 
heard and read of science, and all they had not seen of E 
Spiritualism, ask if I really believed in “ this sort of thing !" ,

Yours faithfully, ]
April 12th, 188L G. B c

THE LAWS OF SPIBIT COMMUNION.
To the Editor of “Light.”

3 Sir,—I am glad my remarks have drawn an explanation from
, the “ Founder of the Guild of the Holy Spirit,” as this subject 
3 is the vital one in Spiritualism.
1 The law of Spiritualism is in one word “affinity.” To* 
, certain extent that law rules on earth and all earth’s life tends 
, that way. Huxley and Tyndall were born far away from the 
, centres for which their spiritual organisation fitted them ; but, 
L by dint of application, both stand on the floor of the Royal 
. Society surrounded by kindred spirits. Carlyle is born in an 

obscure village, but by 33 he is sitting at the feet of Goethe, 
and visited by Emerson, and Jeffery, and Irving. A noble duke 

j is bom almost within the purple, but by a reverse law—not of 
degeneration, being bom above his proper environment_ he
squanders a princely revenue on the turf, associates with jockeys, 
lands in the Bankruptcy Court, and is only saved from complete 
min by the Primogeniture Laws. Such accidents do not prevail 
in the Spirit world. The law of spirit reigns with iron sway. 
Like goes to like. Each “ goeth to his own place,” like -Turk, 
of old. The tares are separated from the wheat.

If this law be kept in mind—with another, that the Spirit 
world nearest to earth is debased and antagonistic to purity of 
life, thousands, indeed, raging with hatred and full of vile 
passions, seeking thereby to overthrow the good—all that now 
bewilders in Spiritualism will be seen in its true light

Take these facts, that in the Spirit world there is an antago
nistic realm, that there is also a sympathetic realm with the 
good and pure, and the necessity of obeying this law of affinity 
becomes manifest. Progress of human nature is not a one
sided matter, but full-orbed. The intellect, emotions, con
science, will—in harmony, and dwelling in a sound body—bring 
us en rapport with the higher spheres and antagonistic or 
repellent to the lower. Let that be obeyed, carried out in 
Spiritualism, and, as certain as that like conditions always 
produce like results, will modem Spiritualism rise to the glory 
of scriptural, and indeed outvie it

I am glad “ S. 0.” has criticised Miss Arundale’s statement 
that “sex is an accident of physical organisation.” That is against 
all nature and inductive science. All science proves that there is 
a spiritual side to nature, though theologians may call it the 
Life side, and Materialists the side of Force. It is quite plain 
that a feminine organism is differentiated from a masculine in the 
vegetable, brute, and human kingdoms, by femininity of spirit. 
There is another fact. All these kingdoms, with a few excep
tions of the hermaphrodite kind, would shew a law of duality. 
A man is not a complete human being ; nor a woman Tn a very 
deep sense the old Bible phrase, “ and they two shall be one 
flesh,” is true. They are counterparts of one another. Only 
that can explain the idea of marriage. And probably hero lies 
the differentiation of creature from Divine existence. God is 
Unit. He is in Himself not only masculine but feminine. The 
praying one feels as he prays in his deepest moments that he 
says in heart not only “Our Father,” but “Our Mother.” 
But man is dual, not simply in body, but in souL All physical 
nature shews this duality. Light and Darkness, Heat and Cold, 
masculine and feminine in al) kingdoms, positive and negative 
in electric forces. Probably the philosophy of the future will 
see that in this duality lies the difference between the all
pervading Unit-God and His creation. He is one—they are 
two; and, being two, need a material medium by which to 
communicate.

April 2nd, 1881. T- W’ G'

Many ways of happiness have been discovered, but all agree 
there is none so pleasant as loving and being loved.

Worldly joy is a sunflower, which shuts when the gleam of 
prosperity is over ; spiritual joy is an evergreen—an unfading 
plant.

Spiritualism has certainly not died out of fashion. Why 
some of our ladies of rank will patronise dark stances must be a 
matter of mystery to many. For a year or two past the 
Countess of Caithness has been charged with having a penchant 
for the dark drawing-room incantations. If this be true, then 
the lady cannot be at all like the “ divine Dorothea” of her 
Bon’s (the Due de Pomaria) novel of A Secret Marriage. And 
we suppose the talented author must have been thinking of his 
parents when he wrote that very peculiar and uneven literary 
chef-d’oeuvre.—Lady’s Pictorial.

Digitized by <jOOQle



April 16,1881. J LIGHT. 119

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

“The 8pirituallBt"

“ A Sixth Sense ” is the title of a contribution by Mr. 
Frank Podmore, but as we have only a portion of the article in 
the present number we are not quite certain to what the term 
“ A Sixth Sense ” is intended to apply—but we think we are 
right in supposing that it refers to the phenomena of clairvoy
ance and supersensuous perception, some instances of which Mr. 
Podmore quotes from Serjeant Cox’s “Mechanism of Man.” 
This power of supersensuous perception, the writer notes, is 
ordinarily, but not invariably associated with an abnormal 
physiological state of the subject. He thinks that if we have 
indeed soul senses as well as bodily senses, it would be a great 
atep gained if we could point out where the province of the 
latter ceases and where only the perceptions of the soul are 
active ; and he suggests that in thia direction great results might 
be achieved if we could get hold of a Spiritualist who is versed 
in physiology, or if we could by any means inoculate a physi
ologist with a rational interest in Spiritualism. In the mean
time he contends that Spiritualists would be better occupied 
in comparing, testing, and binding together the facts which they 
have collected, rather than in adding fresh phenomena, in 
themselves meaningless, to their already unwieldly stores: 
whereas at present they are too ready to accept new phenomena, 
which, instead of attempting to account for them, they are 
content to label as “spirit* or “psychic” force, forgetting 
that the tilings are, after all, only labelled and not explained.

Our contemporary has also a history of the forms and cere
monies which accompanied the laying-on of hands for the cure 
of diseases by Charles 11., and a further communication 
by “M.D.” on the “ Genesis of the Soul,” in which he treats 
of the Kabbalistic conception of duality in creation.

“The Medium.”
A select company celebrated the late anniversary of 

Spiritualism at the office of the Medium on the 31st ult., and 
in the course of an address by Mr. A. Duguid it was pertinently 
Baid that: “If the Spiritualists, as a brotherhood, would place in 
position the keystone of their arch—which is love, the difficul
ties would be resolved, and a clear understanding would be 
gained of the true relationship of each unit to the great whole.”

The editor remarks: “It is not true that the physical 
manifestations are on the decline. They are more powerful 
and plentiful than ever.”

But who said they were 1
Speaking of Newcastle-on-Tyne, where Spiritualism, as an 

organised movement, has for a number of years past been the 
best circumstanced of any town in the United Kingdom, we are 
told that “ There are hopeful times coming for Spiritualism in 
the ‘ Canny Toon. ’ ” But, surely, the friends there are fairly 
entitled to claim that having a large society, money invested 
(for building purposes), an excellent hall, and well-sustained 
Sunday lectures, some of the “ hopeful times ” have come.

The question of “ Bible Spiritualism ” is still further treated 
by “ Ouranoi,” who writes :—

“ But Spiritualists must never forget the law—As we are, 
bodily and intellectually, will be our intercourse with the 
spirit-world. Like to like is the unbending mandate. It is 
idle to expect a spirit Newton to pour through the mind of a 
rhapsodical medium the scientific laws of this awful universe. 
The exhortation of Bible Spiritualism so far investigated, if we 
are to have successful stances, is—culture, intellect and body.”

“The Herald of Progress.”
The last issue was a “special” number, and largely occupied 

by an article from the pen of Mr. W. Oxley, under the title, 
“ The Bible History of Creation as Interpreted by the Stars,” 
which deals with the creation upon astronomical, astrological, and 
historical grounds, as well as in the light of interior or Spiritual 
explanations ; the allegorical also being greatly relied upon. 
Mr Oxley Bays

“In conclusion, the Zodiac, of which five are known, viz. : 
the Buddhist, Egyptian, Hebrew, Latin, and English, (all of 
which are, in accordance with each, divided into 12 signs,) is the 
Cardinal base of all Sacred Scriptures, Been in the Indian Works 
—the most ancient of all; and from this, as the minds of men 
were developed, the ancient myths, or allegories, were presented 
in newer forms, forming the commencement of new eras of 
thoughts, or epochs in human history.”

There is, also, in this number, a brief report of a lecture by 
Mr. T. P. Barkas recently delivered at South Shields. Mr. 
Barkas said “ he had seen slate-writing and the development of 
spiritualistic forms, and he had had questions answered of a 
technical character by a medium who had no scientific know
ledge. Tf he had been told by a hundred persons what could 
occur he would have doubted unless the matter in question had 
come under his own observation. The phenomena of Spiritualism 
were not denied by scientific men—the question really was how 
are the phenomena brought about ? ”

" The Banner of Light.”
The first number of the Sanner appeared 24 years ago, 

and the issue for the 2Gth ult. was the commencement of 
the forty-ninth volume. Always temperate, just, and earnest, in 
the presentation of the teachings of Spiritualism, and in its 
dealings with its patrons and the public workers, the Sanner of 
Light has done most excellent service not only in America, but 
throughout the world. We cordially wish our Boston con
temporary a long, useful, and prosperous career in the future as 
a fitting reward for its earnestness and devotion in the past. In 
the number under notice reference is made to a “ Missionary at 
Large” project, recently suggested by Dr. Babbitt, and supported 
by Dr. J. M. Peebles—the missionary named being the Rev. J.
H. Harter, of Auburn, New York State. His duties are to 
comprise the organisation and re-construction of societies, 
the distribution of literature, lecturing on Spiritualism, and 
generally the promotion of interest in the cause. Dr. Slade 
and Mr. Eglinton are, we learn, both in Boston, and 
the manifestations witnessed by their visitors continue as extra
ordinary as ever. “A. H.” details how articles were moved and 
“forms” and lights were seen, while Mr. Eglinton was in the 
open end of ahorse shoe-shaped “circle,” without either cabinets 
or curtains. “ Zollner : the Man ” is the title of a letter from 
Allen Putnam, the author, bearing hearty testimony to the high 
purpose, earnestness, and truthfulness of the Professor, as 
evidenced in the candour and honesty manifested in his remark
able volume containing the results of his investigations into the 
phenomena witnessed in the presence of Dr. Slade.

Miss Lottie Fowler is at New Haven, Connecticut, and Mr. 
J. W. Fletcher is busily at work in Boston.

The “Revlsta de Estudios Psicologlcoa(of Barcelona),
In an article on the present state of Spirit circles in Spain 

this journal very lucidly points out the causes of the abuses 
which have crept into Spiritualism in that country, and makes 
a few remarks which apply with equal force to England. The 
light of Spiritualism made its appearance in the first instance in 
the United States of America, eliciting the attention of that 
nation, more disposed than any other on the face of the globe 
for the reception of its great truths. The light spread. Medium
ship was unconsciously urged towards the manifestation of 
pBychic forces. Impelled by the curiosity of inquirers the 
movement grew apace, flowing in all directions like the 
impetuous currents of the Missouri and Mississippi. It invaded 
the New World under the patronage of the philosophical genius 
of our century. It invested itself with its rights in old Europe, 
where the thinkers, in the repose and calm atmosphere of 
reflection, studied its phenomena and wrote its history. But 
the curiosity augmenting, without rule or reason, people 
launched into superficial investigations, each one according to 
his own inclinations and tendencies, without even suspecting 
the higher meaning of these manifestations, so important in 
their simplicity. Here it is we must seek the first causes of the 
perversions of mediumistic faculties, of frauds and abuses. 
What human being could possibly have foreseen or prevented 
them I No one, if not God. And if God has not done so, 
what rational and logical conclusion must we come to 1 Simply 
that such an overflow was necessary, and that scandal must 
take place in order to spread, world-wide, the regenerating seed 
of Spiritualism. A relatively short period, taking into con
sideration the generations which succeed each other, has sufficed 
to establish, by experience and at the cost of cruel deceptions, 
the fact that study, method, analysis were and are necessary to 
comprehend the essence of the new revelation, and to follow 
in its development its divers aspects and multiple manifesta
tions. Strength of will is necessary to make decisive and 
energetic resolutions, to choose among convinced Spiritualists 
of good faith those who by their morality, purity of life, and 
conciliatory character, should take in hand the direction of 
mediums, in order to practically develop their faculties without 
permitting them to stray from serious paths, and thus run the 
risk of falling under the influence of evil Spirits, who wish to 
kill Spiritualism by ridicule, often simulating sufferings the 
better to deceive candid and charity-loving souls. Societies 
must be purged from the elements of agitation. The incor- 
rigibles must be isolated, and a commission must be named, 
charged to examine impartially and thoroughly communications 
in which are often hid, under a lying veil of science and morality, 
the poison inserted by communicating Spirits whose only object 
may be the dissolution of circles and the casting of ridicule 
upon the cause of Spiritualism.

The “Revue Splrlte.”
A gentleman writes to the editor asking his opinion of the 

following circumstance :—A family, living in the neighbour
hood of Bargac, and of St. Julien de Peyrolas, in the Commune 
of Saint Paulet, is tormented by a disturbing Spirit (esprit 
pertubateur). The father died about 25 years ago, and for 20 
years past all sorts of perturbations have taken place at the 
house of his children. They receive blows ; the clothes are 
dragged off their beds in the night-time, sometimes fire is seen, 
and if anyone tries to investigate the cause of the appearance 
they are again struck ; there being no illusion whatever in the 
matter.
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“Light for AIL”
Reaching us from San Francisco, U.S., the March number 

contains, among other items from our pages, the letter of 
H. T. Humphreys on dreams, which appeared in “Light ” for 
February 19th. Concerning us, our contemporary generously 
observes that: “ Light, the new London Spiritual journal, is 
rapidly growing in favour, and deservedly so, as each number 
improves in quality of interesting matter. ” There are three 
sets of public meetings held in San Francisco, at Ixora Hall, 
Red Men’s Hall, and Charter Oak Hall, respectively, those at 
the latter place being devoted to Christian Spiritualism under 
the ministry of the Rev. J. N. Parker.

MEDIUMSHIP IN THB BAST.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sib,—Having just returned from the East, where I have for 
some time resided, and studied Spiritualism, and in fact occult 
philosophy generally, I am greatly struck with what I have 
learnt about Spiritualism in this country. It appears to me 
that the English mediums, having once become aware of the 
possession of certain psychological powers, are content to play 
with them (so to speak) on the very outskirts of the science, 
instead of studying them and endeavouring to obtain that 
control over them which the Eastern adepts have. I do not 
say that it is possible to attain to very high power in this country 
and climate, and engaged in the ordinary pursuits of business, 
but it is certainly possible to rise far higher than I have yet 
heard of our English mediums doing.

They give themselves up unreservedly to the powers they 
have, instead of striving to rule and enlarge them. Why do 
not the various associations of Spiritualists educate their mediums 
instead of allowing them to do as they choose ?

The Eastern novice, on his attainment to mediumship, at 
once commences the severest portion of his discipline. He is 
placed immediately under the eye of a Hierophant, and until he 
has arrived at a position from which he is able to govern him
self, has, except psychologically, no will of his own.

Do such cases as occasionally grace our police-courts ever 
appear among the thousands of Eastern fakirs, talapoins, lamas, 
or Yogis ? Never ! and simply because, until they have passed 
the dangerous threshold of physical mediumship, they are not 
allowed, by their Hierophants, to perform as they please.— 
I remain, sir, yours faithfully,

Ketheb.
London, W.C., April 9th, 1881.

THB DALTON-IN-FUBNE88 APPEAL.
To the Editor of “ Light.”

Sib,—Kindly acknowledge the following list of contributions
which we have received with thanks :— 

s. d.
A Jersey Christian Spiritualist ... 10 0
An Oldham Spiritualist ............... 5 0
Mr. James Towers, Dalton ............... 5 0
Mr. Robert Towers, Dalton............... 5 0
J. G. R., Dalton ........................... 5 0

£1 10 0

J. Rogers, Hon. Sec.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.’
A meeting of the Council of this Association was held on 

Monday, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, one of the vice-presidents, 
in the chair.

Mr. Maurice V. Portman, Mr. R. D. Hine, Mr. O. Wirth, 
Mrs. Mary Williams, and Miss Williams were elected members 
of the Association.

The Secretary reported the receipt of the] following letter 
from the Home Secretary :—

“ Whitehall,
“ 15th March, 1881.

“ Sib,—I am directed by the Secretary of State to acknow
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th inst, forwarding a 
memorial of the Council of the ‘ British National Association of 
Spiritualists ’ in favour of an amendment of the law relating to 
rogues and vagabonds, in respect of its application to persons 
calling themselves ‘ Spirit mediums ’ and ‘ clairvoyants ’; and 
with reference to the application of the memorialists for an inter
view for a deputation with the Secretary of State, I am to 
acquaint you, for their information, that he regrets that, owing 
to the pressure of public business, he must decline to receive 
the deputation.—I am, Sir, vour obedient servant, 

“(Signed) Godfrey Lushington.
“Thomas Blyton, Esq.,

“ 38, Great Russell-street, 
“Bloomsbury, W.C.”

Tuesday, May 31st, was fixed for the holding of the annual 
meeting of the members of the Association, for the election of 
members of Council and other business.

GOSWELL HALL.
On Sunday evening last Miss Samuels, the Cardiff medium, 

occupied the platform of this hall, when her guides gave a most 
exhaustive discourse on “ Demonism or Spiritualism ?’ which 
was supplemented by the answering of numerous queries pro
pounded by the audience. At the close the guides stated that 
they deemed it necessary for a time to withdraw their medium 
from the public platform, but they trusted in a little while to 
bring her once more amongst us, with an augmentation of 
ability and energy. They could not leave without making 
some reference to the work they had been engaged in, as well 
as to some little differences which had arisen, and which 
were much to be regretted; but they must express 
their sense of the sympathy and kindness which the 
Goswell Hall friendB had manifested towards their medium and 
themselves. On the motion of Mr. Greenwell, seconded by 
Colonel Chamberlain, a hearty and unanimous vote of thanks 
and satisfaction was accorded to medium and guides for the 
practical and able discourses which have been from time to time 
delivered here. Miss Samuels—in her normal state—replied 
in the most feeling and graceful terms.' The usual closing 
formalities having been gone through, Miss Samuels was be
sieged by her admiring friends wishing her good-bye. We had 
a splendid audience, and I trust the number of her friends will 
continue to increase. We should also be glad to see them at 
the Sunday morning discussions, which are very interesting.

___________________ J. N. G.
CABDIFF.

The quarterly general meeting of the Cardiff Spiritualist 
Society was held at the meeting room, on Sunday evening last; 
Mr. E. Adams in the chair, who, as treasurer, read the financial 
report. The hon. sec. went through the minutes of the meetings 
and stances during the quarter, and placed the exact position of 
the Society before the meeting. After a general discussion the 
meeting was unanimously adjourned to Wednesday, the 13th 
inst., in order that the members might consider the position of 
the Society and make suggestions as to future policy.

DABLINGTON.
It is with no small degree of pleasure that I report the con

tinued success we experience through ourlocal medium, J. Archer, 
at the stances given oy him. Last week the relatives of two of the 
sitters appeared, making themselves known by private signs, 
which were indisputable and unknown to the other sittera pre
sent ; after which they shook hands with all in the circle. Mr. 
Scott favoured us with an able address on Sunday last, 
which was entitled “ Faith and Work.”—Alfred 0. Ch. ark

NEWCA8TLB-ON-TYNH.
The cause in the North is still in deep waters, and for the 

nonce appears unable to extricate itself ; murmurings and dis
content are heard on every hand ; charity and spirituality are 
preached most potently, but practised most indifferently. The 
Spiritual Evidence Society of Newcastle has somewhat 
suddenly and unexpectedly lost the services of *a gentleman who, 
without fear of contradiction, we may term the most assiduous 
and untiring worker that they have ever possessed ; we speak of 
Mr. H. A. Kersey. For about five years he has held the 
secretaryship of the Society, and during that time—I can speak 
from personal knowledge—the office has been, by him, considered 
as anything but that of a sinecure. It would be difficult to 
estimate the amount of labour that day after day and night 
after night has been devoted by him at the shrine of Spiritualism, 
for the good and furtherance of a cause which is known to be very 
dear to his heart. It is to be regretted that circumstances have 
so conspired in the working of the movement here as to preclude 
the present possibility of his retaining his official capacity ; but 
we do hope that before long the labours he has devoted to the 
cause in the past will be recommenced and continued in the future. 
Arrangements have been made with Mr. W. 0. Robson to take 
the secretaryship vacated by Mr. Kersey. On Wednesday, 
April 20th, at 7.30 in the evening, the quarterly meeting of the 
N.8.E.S. will be held, when it is understood that some 
important business will be brought forward for the consideration 
of the members. On Sunday morning and evening last Mr. 
Wm. Westgarth, of Sheriff Hill, delivered two excellent and 
much appreciated trance orations at Weirs Court, the attendance 
being good at both meetings.—Northumbria.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

A.N.—Your communication came to hand too late. This week 
we go to press a day earlier than usual, because of Good 
Friday.

“Art and the Supernatural”—We are reluctantly obliged to 
postpone the insertion of Madame de Steiger s paper till 
next week. .

Mb. J. J. Morse’s Appointments. — Cardiff, Sunday, 
April 17th, Town Hall, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; London, Sunday, 
April 24th, and May 15th ; Belper, Sunday, May 1st; North
ampton, Sunday, May 29th. Liverpool, May ; Stamford, July; 
dates not yet fixed.
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Spiritualist Societies.

Stcntartea and Prooidento of Soctetteo will obligo by informing tho Editor of 

Lean of any alteration that may from t Imo to time bo noooosary in tho 
foUorring list

METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Great Russell Street, Blooms

bury, London, W.C. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Secretary.
Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akerman Road, Brixton, London, S.W. Mr. 

H. B. Frances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, S.W.
BalMoa Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston 

Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr. J. J. Morse, President.
Goswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Goswell Road, E.O. Secretary, Mr. 

W. Towns, 161, Manor Place, Walworth Road, 8.E.
Hackney Primitive Christian Mission. 7, Ellingfort Road, Mare Street, Hack, 

ney, B. Mr. 0. Rhys Williams, Manager.
Islington Home Circle. 70, High Street, Islington. Mr. Hugh Hutch'nson, 

President.
Ladkroke Hall, Notting HUI, London, W. Mr. F. 0. Matthews, Manager, 126, 

Kensington Park Road, Notting Hill, W.
Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great 

Qnebec-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Hou. Secretary.
South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth 

Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, S.E.
Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, 

London, W.C. Mr. Junes Burns, Proprietor and Manager.
PROVINCIAL.
Mr. G. Scott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery,Aihington Spiritual

Batiey Carr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary. 
Birmingham Society of Spiritualists. Oosells Street Board School. Mr. R.

Groom, 200, St. Vincent Street, Birmingham.
Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312, Bridge Street West. Mr. John 

Oouey, Hon. Secretary.
Bolton Spiritualist Association. Mr. D. Cordingley, Secretary, Bath Street, 

Bolton.
Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitzroy Street. Mr. 

James Harpley, Secretary.
Cardiff Progressive Library of Scientific and Spiritual Literature. 157, Bute 

Road, Cardiff. Mr. George Saddler, Proprietor.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff. Mr. W Paynter, Hon. 

Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. The Lyceum of Psychology. Mr. A. 0. dark, President. Hodge’s 

Rooms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association. Mr. Junes Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpson Street, 

NewShildon.
Excelsior Society of Spiritualists. Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr. 

G. Hall. Choppington Colliery.
Gateshead Spiritual Society. Temperance Hall, High Street. Secretary, Mr. 

Brewis,27, Greensfield Terrace.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate Street. Mr. John Mo G. 

Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govanhill, Glasgow.
Great Tarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 3, Waterpark 

Terrace, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peacock Yard, Union 8treet, Halifax, Mr. C. 

Appleyard, Secretary, 6, Albert Street, Gibbet Street.
Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers. 

2, Caroline Street, HulL
Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. Secretary, Mr. A. Morrell, 

Albert Street.
Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. Mr. Charles Parsons, Secretary, 

Home Street, Mill, Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Secretary, 153, Mottram Rood, 
Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. President, Mr. E. Larrad, 10, Edwyn 8treet. 
Secretary, R. Wightman, 56, Cranbourne Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spiritualists’ Association, Brown Street, Leigh/ Lancashire. Mr. G. F. 
Turner, Secretary.

liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. Morris, 35, Cobc’en- 
stieet, Everton, Liverpool.

Lowestoft Spiritual Socriety. T. Dowsing, Secretary.
Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. 8. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond 

Street West, Macclesfield.
Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, 

Holme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 829, Stretford Road, Man
Chester.

Midland District Spiritualists' Committee. Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
13, Lake Street, The Foiest, Nottingham.

Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr. J. E. 
Sharp, Secretary.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate Street, 
Newcastle-oa-Tyne. Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. 0. Hobson, 8, Brandling 
Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 89, Bentinck 
Road, The Forest.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union 
Street. Secretary, Mr. A. Farrar, 7, Dawson Street, Lees.

Ossett Spiritual Institution. Ossett Green, near the G. N. R. Station. Mr. 0.
Boc^^Le^^-^MJUri^Iociety. Mr. L.Firth, Secretary, 16,Equitable Street.
Salford Spiritualists* Society. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion, 

Secretary, 33, Downing Street, Manchester.
Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyoeum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary, 

Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Sowerby Bridge.
Yorkshire District Com mitt tee of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. 0. Toole, 

28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.
Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George Street, Walsall. Mr. Thos. Blinkhorn, 

Secretary.;RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.
ThU Journal is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely 

free from all Sectarian bias. It is neutral in nothing, but expresses clear ana 
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. It is the 
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much 
as in the interest of Science, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested 
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines 
credence to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.

Tnxs-15s. im Advamcm. Address Jno. C. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois, 
UJA. Mr. J. J. Morse, 58, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E., is Agent for England,and 
will receive subscriptions. P.O.O. on London, E.C.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
' Edited by Aaron Watson.

Ths Exuam is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of 
England. It contain, articles on Political. Literary, and Social Topioa; Notes of 
the-Week ■ Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children; 
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a fall summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Pbicb O»e Pbkkt. Quarterly Subscription by Port, Is. 7fd.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY,
AND

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 
BOSTON, U.S.A.

J. J. MORSE,
53, SIGDON ROAD. DALSTON. LONDON. R

Established 1878.
AMERICAN DEPARTMENT.

All works published by Colby and Rich supplied, and each new work added 
to stock as soon as published. Any book not in stock procured for order without 
extra charge.

ALL BOOKS 8EMT POST rMl.
Abridged List of American Works issued by Colby and Rich on sale at the 

Agency. Complete Lists Post Free.
. WOMB BT A. J. DAVU.

Complete Bets, 29 vols........................................................................
Nature's Divine Revelations.............................................. . ..
Great Harmonia, 5 vols., per vol.......................................................
Death and the After Life .............................................. ..
Views of our Heavenly Home—(Last New Work) ..............
_ „ , Works of Dr. J. M. Pbbblbs.
Buddhism and Christianity ............................................................
Christ, the Corner-stone of Spiritualism.....................................
Jesus : Myth, Man, or God ...........................................................
Parker Memorial Hall Lectures ................................................
Spiritual Harp—(Words and Music)................................................
Our Immortal Homes—(Last New Work).....................................

Works of William Dbmtom. 
Soul of Things (vols. 1. 2, and 3)-per vol. ..........................
Geology: The Past and Future of our Planet .........................
What was He ? or. Jesus in the Light of the Nineteenth Century 
Common-sense Thoughts on the Bible .....................................
The Irreconcilable Records: or, Genesis and Geology ... 
Life of William Denton......................................................................
Is Spiritualism True P......................................................................

POXMS BT LlZZIB DOTBM. 
Poems of Progress .......................................................................
Poems of the Inner Life ...........................................................

Mibcbixambovs Wmtbbs.
The Bible of Bibles.—Kbrsby Grkavks........................................................... 8
The World's Sixteen Cruaifiod Saviours ........................................................... 8
After Dogmatic Theology: What ?—Stbbbims................................................
NEW WORKS FROM THE PRESS OF COLBY AND RICH, 

BOSTON, U.S.
Religion of Spiritualism.—Dr. 8. Watsom ... 
The Scientific Basis of Spiritualism.—Epes Sargbmt 
The Witchcraft of New England.—Allem Putmam

152
15
6
3
4

1 
0
2
1
8
7

0
6
6
0
0
6

6
6

6 0
7 0
7 0

English Agent or the Religio - Philosophical Journal and 
Publishing House, Chicago, U.S.

All works issued by the above House sold or procured to order.

FOREIGN PERIODICALS DEPARTMENT. 
Subscriptions received for 

THE BANNER OF LIGHT, 
The oldest Spiritual Journal in the world. Port free, 15s. per year.

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, 
A Badical Spiritual Paper. Post free, 15s. per year.

LIGHT FOR ALL,
Published in California. Eight pages. 6s. per year poet free. 

MILLER’S PSYCHOMETRIC CIRCULAR, 
Published in Brooklyn, New York, and devoted to the exposition of the wonderful 

adence of Psychometry. 6e. per year post free.
HARBINGER OF LIGHT,

Published in Melbourne, Australia. 7s. per year, post free. This Journal 
delineates the progress of Spiritualism at the Antipodes. 

Subscriptions received for all the Periodicals published in England.
Address all orders and communioations to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature
Agency, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E. Tnane Cask. P.O.O. Lobdom, E.C.

THB TBAD> BCrPUXD.—CATAIXWUK8 POST 7KBS.

BANNER OF LIGHT:
The Oldest Journal in the World devoted to the

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.
ISSUED WEEKLY at No. 9, MONTGOMERY PLACE, 

BOSTON, MASS.

COLBY AND RICH, Pubushebs and Pbopbietobs.

Isaac B. Bick.................................. Bosinss Mamaokb,
LuTHxn Oolbt.......................................... Editob,
Jobs W. Dat............................................... .AeeiBTAirr Editob,

Aided by a large oorps of able writers.

THE BANNER is a first-class, eigbt-page Family Newspaper, containing 
70BTT cOLUMira or nmaKSTixs akd usTBucnva bsadiko, embracing

A LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES.
ORIGINAL ESSAYS—Upon Spiritual, Philosophical, and Scientific Subjects. 
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
SPIRIT-MESBAGE DEPARTMENT.
CONTRIBUTIONS by tho most talented writers in the world, etc., etc.

Terms of Subscription, in Advanoe :
Fifteen Shillings per Annum.

OOLBY & RIOH 
Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a complete assortment of 

SPIRITUAL PROGRESSIVE REFORMATORY, AND MISCELLANEOUS 
BOOKS.

Catalogues of Books Published and for Sale by Oolbt A Rick sent free.
Remittances and orders oan be sent to the Publishers to the above address, or 

to our Agent, Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, England.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(X8TABLX8HSD 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.
(Corrur oj WOBURN STREET.).

COUKCXL.
Adahead, W. P.» Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire. 
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond.
Bowman, J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, Walter H., F.C.8., Junior Athenaeum Club, Piccadilly.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road, Blackheath, S.E. 
Edmands, T. H., 7, Oberstein-road, New Wandsworth.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’8-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F.» 16, Vicarage Park, Plumstead, Kent. 
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-creecent, Weetbonrne-square, W. 
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Prescott-street, Liverpool.
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, 8t. James's-square, S.W. 
Meugens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, S.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta. 
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Pearson, Cornelius. 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 
Pearce, R., Lanartn House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Podmore, Frank, 16, 8outhampton-street, Fitzroy-square, W. 
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent’s Park, N.W.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-place, Russell-square, W.O.
Speer, 8. T.» M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, South Hampstead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E. 
Tredwen, R. Pomeroy, 40, Claverton-street, Pimlico, S.W.
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W. 

Vick-Pbksidkbts.
Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dawson Rogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Host. Treasurer.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

J. W. Gray, Esq.
Auditors.

G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq.
Rzsident Secretart.

Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.O. 
Hokorart or Corresponding Members.

His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Lenchtenberg. St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdjg, Capoussou, Con- 

-stantinople.
The Baron von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Pesth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potschach, Styria, viA Gratz, 

Austria.
The Baroness Guldenstttbbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visconde de Torres-Solanot, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect, 

6, St. Petersburg.
M. Gustave de Veh, 1, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany.
Signor 8ebastia.no Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez. Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A.
Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, New York, U.8.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell, La Tresorerie, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta.
JamesMylne, Esq., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mrs. Emma Harainge-Britten, San Francisco, U.S.A.
A. J. Riko, Esq., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
Professor Friearioh Zollner, Leipzig, Genuanv.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
Dr. Franz Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germany.
Gregor 0. Wittig, Esq., Kornerstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Esq., 84, Russell-street, South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
M. Leymane,5, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
B. Crowell. Esq., M.D., 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
M. Ldon Favre Clavairoz, Consul-G^ndral de Franoe, Ville BouriAres, St. Maur 

les Fossesjpr^s Paris.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Albany, New York, U.S.A.
W. L. Sammons, Esq., Cape Town, South Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia. 
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France.
Bamuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipuntere, Paris.
Bev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.4.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chaussle St. Pierre. Etterbeck, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue de Palais, 137, Scnaerbeck, Lez-Bruxelles.
Lieut.-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Bullet, Hotel de 1*Athenie, Rue Scribe, Paris.
J. L. O'Sullivan, Esq., 30, Upper Gloucester-place, Dorset-square, Loudon, N.W.
Captain R. F. Burton, F.B.G.S., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Pen y bryn, St. Peter’s-road, Croydon.
Isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A.
Mdlle. Huet, 173, Rue St. Honors, Paris.
W. S. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Dr. Grunhut, Wai tin er Boulevard, 57, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Epories, Hungary.
J. W. Day. Esq., 9, Modtgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A. 
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.
Signor Damiani, 2, Vico del Vasto, Palazzo del Vasto, Chiaja, Naples.
Dr. Puel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Pans.
Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-strasse, near Vienna.
M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.
Berks T. Hutchinson, Esq., 2, New-street, Cape Town, South Africa.
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-street, New York.
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans.
Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, London, W.C.

Allied Societies.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. President—Mr. J. J Morse, 

53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Cowley-road, 

Brixton, S.W.
Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H. Morris, 35, Cobden-street, 

Everton, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society, 8, Angel-street, Cardiff.
The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec. 

Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terrace, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.
The Spiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaszka. 

Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gasse, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad Espiritista Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President—El Visoonde 

de Torrea-Bolanot.
Sociedad Espirita Central de la Republics Mexicana. President— Sefior Refugio 

T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. President—Sefior 

Manuel Jose Angarita.
L'Union Spirit© et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Rue de 

Louvain, Brussels.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists of 
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the 
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and inquirers 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large collection oY 
the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, and a Reading Boom, where 
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are 
regularly supplied.

The Secretary, or his assistant, are in attendance to reoeive visitors, andD 
answer inquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 pjn.; other days, 
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit 
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Beading 
Room and Library.

Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each- 
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application.

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for members of Council ...0 5 0 
Town members, do., do. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 6
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and the right of 

purchasing tickets for the Sdanoes, and taking out one volume from 
the lending library ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 1

Family tickets, with all privileges ... ... ... ... ...2 2 0-
Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan, 

postal district.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate oharges.
All oommunioations and inquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre

tary, Mb. Thos. Bltton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Pest Office Orders 
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be- 
crossea ''London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch."

Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured from the several 
allied Societies.

THOS. BLYTON, Secretary.

Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism.
Rooms :—53, Sigdon Road, DalBton Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E.

SEANCES every Thursday Evening throughout the year. Special 
engagements of noted Mediums on the uut Thursday evening in each month. 

Fortnightly Monday evening Discussion Meetings during the winter months. 
Standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects can De borrowed from the 
Library, containing over 200 volumes.

Terms of Membership:—3s. per Quarter, or 10s. per annum.
Copies of the Prospectus, Constitution and Rules, Stance Regulations, and 

Library Catalogue for the current year, to be obtained on application at tlu> 
Association's Booms.

J. J. MOBSE, President and Treasurer. 
J. TAFT, Hon. Sec.

GOSWELL HALL SUNDAY SERVICES.
GOSWELL HALL, 290, GOBWELL ROAD.

President, Mr. J. 8windin. Hon. Sec., Mr. W. Towns, 161, Manor Place*. 
Walworth, S.E.

Conferences every Sunday, at 11 a.m. Service every Sunday, at 7 p.m.
Sunday next, at 11 a.m., Mr. F. Wilson, on "Colour, Form and Number." At 

7 p.m., A. T. T. Peterson, Esq. (the Recorder of Historical Controls), Address.

TEA 1 TEA 11 TEA 111

COMMONWEALTH TEA STORES.
Provincial Agent : E. W. WALLI8,

THE COMMONWEALTH TEA, BLACK, 2s. 8d. PEB LB. 
Superior Quality at 3b. 4d. per lb.

Address—E. W. WALLIS, Commonwealth Tea Stores, 18, Lake 
Street, The Forest, Nottingham. P.O.O. Nottingham.

Terms Cash.

THE MANSION,
RICHMOND HILL, NEAR LONDON.

A first-class Residence for Families, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Terms by the Week.

Address—EDWARD T. BENNETT, Manager.

Agents for the sale of “Light ”
LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299, New North-road.
J. M. Dale, 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square. 
R. Cockeb, 74, Dalnton-Iane, E.

PROVINCIAL.
Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Lombard-street. 
Birmingham.—J. Groom, 200, St. Vincent-street.

„ —E. J. Foley, 368, Nonument-road.
Biggleswade—J. F. Hunt.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George’e-road. 
Bradford.— J. Clayton, 63, Manchester-read. 
Glasgow,—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street.
Keighley.—S. Billows, High-street. 
Lbioesteb.—J. Bent, 1, Town Hall-lane 
Liverpool.—J. Chatham, 20, Caird-atreet.
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-street. 
New Dblaval.—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row.
Nottingham.—W.Yates, 39, Bentinck-road, The Forest. 

,, W. Jebbett, 57, Parliament-street.
Manchester.—J. Heywood, Deansgate.
Walsall.—T. Blinkhorn, 16, George-street. 

FOREIGN.
Colry and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, U.S. A 
J. C. Bundt, 94, La Salle-street, Chicago, U.S.A.
W. H. Terry, 84, Russell-street, Melbourne, Victoria.
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