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whobelieve that, on the basis of these facts, a science and a philosophy may be
built up furnishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both
these worlds in one harmonious whole
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such other allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanoed
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will be admitted as are vouched for by the names and addresses of witnesses
deemed competent, either published with the records or placed in the hands of
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osture.

P (A) Miscxxxamboub Lithhatuu connected with the movement, including

Poetry and Fiction.

(4.) Reviews of Books.

g.) A r"sum6 of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to
BpirRualism and allied subjects, constituting also a permanent means of refer-
e_ncr;e tofimportant articles and valuable facts, which might otherwise be lost
tight of.

g(6. Questioms AMD Amswbbs.—Under this head questions of a general
character will be invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either
from correspondents or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting
and useful department.

“ Light’/will thus aim to take a place hitherto unoocupied, and to promote
the cause to which it is devoted, viz., the highest interests of Humanity both
Here and Hereafter.

* Light” will proclaim a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of
rateDigent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits unembodied. This
petition itwill firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullestand freest discussion—conducted
in aspirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim being, in the
words of its motto, * Light, more Light!”
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Lessens of the Past, and Work of the Future.

We have now pointed out a few of the causes that seem to
us to account for our present position. We are free to confess
that we have slid rapidly,- as over rotten ice, in our dealing with
some of them. It is not that we desire to ignore anything ;
we wish to be perfectly frank. But we cannot mend what is
broken, and prefer rather to point a moral for future guidance
than to dwell with iteration on what is past Spiritualism has
progressed so rapidly, has grown to such stature in so short a
time, that it would be strange indeed if its development had
been without rebuke. We shall hardly lay ourselves open to
the charge of hyperbolical statement if we say that no movement
that the world has yet known has sprung from such small
beginnings, and has so rapidly developed its influence upon
mankind. It is but the re-appearance of what underlies all
religious systems, the nineteenth century analogue of what
has repeatedly in times past influenced humanity. A long
course of Materialism had left men in a state little fit to recog-
nise the action of Spirit. When it came it was needful to
demonstrate its action on the planes of thought to which they
were accustomed. The spiritual senses were dead, or sleeping
—hence the phenomenal manifestation of Spirit-power.

This has by no means been the only or even the chief method
of its presentation ; but it was the first, and it is the one with
which we are now concerned. It is that also whioh appeals
chiefly to the inquirer. Hence it is important to deal with it
in any review of the past, or any forecast of the future. During
the three generations last past a vast mass of evidence has been
accumulated.  Of this some is valueless on account of the
loose methods of recording to which we have previously ad-
verted. But a very large proportion is full of interest and
value to the student of Spiritualism. The old Spiritual
Magazine enshrines the best and most serviceable records that
we are acquainted with. It was admirably conducted, and its
pages are full of interest to any one who would master the
subject with which it deals. Human Nature, taking a wider
field, and dealing with subjects outside of Spiritualism pure and
proper, contains, nevertheless, a mass of fact that is of
permanent value. We need not say that The Spiritualist and
The Medium are replete with useful matter. For a long time
they were the receptacles of all that was recorded in this
country, and in their pages is to be found a record of the last
decade of Spiritualism.

Those who furnished this record—the last generation of
prominent Spiritualists—have, many of them, been transferred
to another sphere of activity, or have ceased to energise in this.
The early numbers of the Spiritual Magazine are filled with the
contributions of those who are now numbered with the majority,
or who have lapsed into private life, leaving to younger and
untried men the honourable task of handing on the courier-fire.
It is a season when we may fitly pause, review the past, and take
counsel for the future. What has been done, what ought now
to be attempted 1

We have said enough to shew what in our judgment is
being wrongly done in the present. The past, for good or evil,
is done with. We can but gather up its lessons, and strive to
leam wisdom from its teachings. Butfor the future it rests with
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us, to a large extent, to utilise the experience of the past. We
may ignore it, if we please, to our own cost; but its written
lessons are at our service. We have repeatedly been struck with
the way in which investigators put aside the experience of
those who have preceded them. Admitting that this is due
largely to the character of many of the records, it is still a
remarkable fact that men deal in this way with the guide-
books, so to Bay, that are at their service.

We have no doubt that this is attributable in no small
degree to the fact that the literature of Spiritualism is so
unsystematised. It is weary reading, and there is no pioneer
to guide the inquirer through its mazes. No attempt has been
made to reduce its facts to order, or to lay down any laws by
which investigation may be simplified. A crude and undigested
mass, little inviting, and in many aspects repulsive, repels the
investigator. Now is the time to remedy this fault. A Iull in
the evolution of the phenomena invites attention to what has
already been done. The mind is withdrawn from present
occurrences and can afford to devote itself to the records of
the past

But few attempts have been made at classification, and those
that have been projected have never been completed. In the
year 1851, the Cambridge Ghost Club published a circular, to
which the distinguished name of Brooke Foss Westcott is ap-
pended, inviting records of phenomena for classification. The
original document may be found by the curious in the first
volume of the Spiritual Magazine and in an appendix to Dale
Owen’s “ Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World”
(p. 378). We do not know, we should be muoh interested
to leam, whether that invitation was at all responded to, and
whether the club carried out its intentions in the way of classi-
fication. It was the earliest venture we know of, and it may
well be that materials in sufficient quantity were not then
forthcoming.

In Human Nature, of 1876-7, a considerable attempt was
made to deal in an orderly manner with what the author called
the Transcorpereal Action of Spirit. This is another phase of
the subjeot, but it many be noted as a clear and successful
attempt to reduce to order various records of the action of Spirit
on the plane of matter. The series of papers by M. A. (Oxon),
to which we allude, seems to supply a want which we have
always felt in such books as Mrs. Crowe’s “Night Side of Nature ”
and Spicer’s “Sights and Sounds.” These latterare undigested and
unsystematised records ; what is wanted is a rationale and a plan.

In the same magazine we remember the same writer printed
a series of papers dealing with the physical phenomena of
Spiritualism, which remain incomplete. These, so far as they
go, deal in orderly method with the author’s personal experiences.
Mr. Crookes, F.K.S., classified his own investigations in a paper
which was of the nature of an index or introduction to a work
which has not seen the light Mr. Wallace has published in his
essay in the Fortnightly tteview, since reprinted, an exact and
very valuable rwtime of the evidences on which we rely. But
it remains that the mass of evidence, the records of phenomena—
we say nothing now of the philosophy of the subject, for we are
not dealing with it—should be reduced to order, and arranged
scientifically. The time is ripe for it, the occasion is suitable,
there is leisure and opportunity. Who will undertake the
onerous but most useful task?

This, it seems to us, is a work that would be of infinite value
to a coining generation. Perhaps, also, a dispassionate history
of Modem Spiritualism is a work that would be of hardly less
utility. One by one the generation of those who saw the
inception of Modem Spiritualism is being gathered into the
Silent Land. William Howitt is gone, Benjamin Coleman too,
and others whom we need not particularise. Is there no one
who remains who will devote the years that are left to a work
that younger men cannot perform ?

For it is unavoidable that impressions now fresh should fade,
and, if not fixed, much that is to us vivid and full of interest
will be to future generations as an idle tale ; a mere shadowy
outline with blurred details that have lost their clearness of
definition.
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SERJEANT 00X8 “MECHANISM OF MAN.*

Address delivered by Mr. Frank Podmore B.A. (Oxon), before the
British National Association of Spiritualists, Monday, March 21st.

(Continued from page 91.)

This, then, is the doctrine which is to be the champion of a
too unscientific and much-worsted theology in its encounter with
triumphant materialism ! With what words shall we welcome it?
It is not my intention here to discuss the truth, or probable
truth, of the theory. There is too great alack of definite external
proof, or, inits default, of precise scientific analogy for that.
Let us, assuming the hypothesis, content ourselves with taking
note of certain obvious characteristics and consequences.

And first it is clear that, whatever else he may have done,
Serjeant Cox has not succeeded in proving the immortality of
the soul: hardly even its survival of the body ; but if that, at
least not much more than that. For granting that that ethereal
body survives this other material one, how are we to prove,
how even conceive that it is, therefore, imperishable ? Is not all
probability the other way | Having been begun, or if not begun,
at least developed and perfected in time, is it likely that it should
endure independent of time ? To me, indeed, it seems tolerably
certain that this ethereal body,which Mr. Cox calls soul,must be
ultimately disintegrated. Such ultimate disintegration befalls
every other compound of which we know ; every organic, or
growing compound, the more speedily. We know this of the
frames of men, and of animals, and of trees, and all living
things. We know it, too, of those higher organisms called
social or bodies politic. Nations, like men, are born, grow to
their lusty and insolent prime, and at the last perish ; as
Assyria and Egypt have perished; as the Aztec empire, as
Greece and Rome, have perished. The very suns and planets
began in primeval fire-maelstrom, which, cooling gradually, con-
creted, and separated into concentric measured orbits, and are
running now their race ; and the end of these too, we know, is
already written. And the soul of man being, like this earthly
body, of a composite nature—compounded, indeed, of corre-
sponding molecular and independent particles—is it not in
every sense likely that the combination must, sooner or later,
fall to pieces? And where then is our conscious, willing,
loving man, unless he have other and still more ethereal bodies,
in indefinite succession, to serve his turn? And having these,
how prove the succession, which is what we certainly require,
not an indefinite, but an infinite one ? Have we not good reason
for fear, to borrow a hint of Plato’s in the Phoedo, that, having
worn out many bodies, and having suffered many births and
deaths, the man himself must perish at the last? It seems,
then, that when, leaving the sure mountain heights of
metaphysics, we come down, and take up mortal weapons, and
do battle with men in the plains below, we are in sore danger,
having even won the battle, of losing our old impregnable
fastnesses.

But, so far is he from proving the immortality of the soul,
Mr. Cox has not even proved the existence of a soul at all.
For what is the idea, or cluster of ideas, commonly represented
by the word soull It is used synonymously with spirit, to
denote the supposed eternal, incorruptible, and God-like
element in man, in contrast with his transient, corruptible,
animal body. And this soul is thought to bear as little re-
semblance to our body, as printed symbols bear to the utter-
ance of the human voice ; or, to borrow again a Platonic Baying,
as the shadows on a wall bear to the things which cast the
shadows. Itis used in this sense habitually, though not in-
variably, in the English version of the books of the New
Testament, as in the passage “ What shall it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul, or what shall a man
give in exohange for his soult” It is so used commonly in
theological and metaphysical controversies, and itis certainly
bo used in ordinary discourse. It is used, apparently, in this
sense in a passage often quotéddfrom_Mr. Tennyson’s ““In
Memoriam:”

“ Eternal form shall still divide
The Eternal Soul from all beBide.”

Swedenborgians and Spiritualists say, however,that this is an
incorrect use of the term. They distinguish between spirit,
spiritus, pneuma, the God-like element in man; and soul,
anima, psyche, the organised structure, common to man with
the rest of tho animal creation, which mediates between that
and the body. They appeal to the constant use of the word in
the translation of the Old Testament Books, as in “ the soul of
a beastto the distinction drawn in one of Paul’s Epistles
between the ““spiritual” and the ““psychic;” and to various
other testimonies and usages now sufficiently familiar, The
distinction may be a sound one. The speech of the vutyar, and
even philosoplucortheological disquisitions,are not always careful
to preserve distinctions which should be preserved. And there
was the less likelihood of such a distinction being observed when,
in the general and apparently hopeless ignorance of the whole
subject, there seemed to be no need for it. But however that
may be, the matter is not one with which we are much con-
cerned at the present. For Mr. Oox does not leave us in any
doubt upon the point. Again and again tliroughout his book
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he expressly, and in set terms, declares that he uses the two
words as synonymous; that when he speaks of “soul” he
means also all that is supposed to be included in the term
““spirit.” There need, then, be no ambiguity here. When
Mr. Cox tells us that the soul of man is a refined" body,
because it must be that or nothing, he means to tell us, if
words have any meaning at all, that having explored to the
uttermost the whole moral, mental, and spiritual nature
of man, he is able to find or to conceive in it nothing beyond a
certain extended and composite structure, which is only not to
be called material, and is only supposed to be immortal, because
its substance is more refined than what is known as matter, and,
moreover, is not subject to the law of gravitation. And that he
is not here misrepresented—that this, and this only, is what he
intends to say, and does actually succeed in saying—is further
apparent from his use of the word psychology. Mr. Cox
explains in his preface that his work is intended to be a popular
introduction to the study of psychology, and this aim is
constantly alluded to throughout the book. But he never once
gives any hint, he apparently has himself no suspicion that he is
using the word psychology in any other than its accepted sense.
He might well have said: “ The word psychology has been
warped from its true meaning; Psyche, the Greek word from
which it is derived, signifies a material or quasi-material sub-
stance, which resides in, and is moulded to the shape of our
present bodies, but survives their dissolution. And this, after
death, constitutes the body, or outward symbol of the man. |
intend, therefore, in my treatise to restore the word psychology
to its true meaning as a kind of super-terrestrial physiology.”
He might have said this ; but he has not said so. He implies,
and apparently believes, that he is employing the word in the
signification assigned to it by the usage of the whole civilised
world.

Now psychology, by universal consent® whether that usage
is justified by its etymology or not, signifies the science of mind.
It deals with the phenomena of consciousness, with sensations,
ideas, emotions, desires, volitions, their genesis, sequences,
reproductions and combinations. It discusses such questions as
the origin of our conceptions of relation and identity ; it shews,
or attempts to shew, how from an observed uniformity of
sequences is derived our notion of causation. In later writers,
it analyses our conceptions of space-relations into certain
muscular and certain visual ideas (remembered sensations) con-
creted, possibly, round a nucleus of unconscious impressions
derived from the semi-circular canals. It proves how—or,
perhaps, how not—the conviction : ““ It is my duty ” has grown
from the simple feeling: “ It is my interest,” conjoined with
the nobler feeling : ““It will help this or that, whom I love,”
and how, in its present form, ““I ought,” there are combined

of tribal chief, fear of other men’s violence, fear of law. It
shews how the mere feeling of an animal want has clothed it-
self with the best elements of our human nature—love of beauty,
love of sympathy, love of noble doing and of noble suffering—
until we have, as outcome of it all, such lofty reverence as of
Dante for his Beatrice; or such tender human devotion as of
Thomas Carlyle and his life's helpmate. The Btudy of psy-
chology first definitely emerged from the dominion of the
scholastic theology, and of the still earlier metaphysics of
Greece, and assumed the rank of a distinct science, under the
guidance of Hobbes and Locke. The latter philosopher, freeing
himself from all the bondage of traditional methods, was the
first definitely to propose an examination of the human mind
strictly as an object of natural history. Locke was followed by
Berkeley and Hume. After Hume, came, in Great Britain,
Reid and Hartley, Dugald"~Stewart, the elder and the younger
Mill ; and in our times, Mr. Herbert Spencer and countless

lesser lights, such as Professor Bain and the late Mr.
G. H. Lewes. It may be, as Hegel, or at least Hegel's
English expounders have asserted, that the science of

psychology under its present professors is mistaken in its
methods and futile in its teachings; that it is the bastard
offspring of a mere phenomenal science, misbegotten of a
spurious metaphysics ; and that for a man to construct a science
out of the observation of his own mind, or any other, is as hope-
less a task as for him to attempt, by jumping down his own
throat, to study his internal anatomy. It is true, that Bome
writers, and especially such physiologists as Ferrier, Bastian and
Maudsley—not to speak of the Germans—have given some cause
for the supposition that psychology is, after all, a more highly-
developed physiology, beginning at the wrong end. But however
erroneous may be its present methods, and however much it may
be degraded by some of its professed students, it none the less
claims to be a distinct science, having, as its subject matter,
stateB of feeling, and their laws, and is no more to be confounded
mwith physiology, because physiological methods and physiological
facts have been employed in the study of it, than is the science
of sciences, metaphysics, to be confounded with mathematics,
because certain metaphysicians have from time to time
attempted to apply mathematical formulae to its elucidation.
But Mr. Cox does not understand this. He sees probably
that psychologists treat of the senses ; but he does not see that
what they treat of is not of the senses as bodily crgans, but only
as the supposed source or occasion of feeling. We leave to
the physiologist to examine the mechanical structure of the
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eye ; we, as psychologists, are concerned only with our seeing as
a mental phenomenon. It istrue tliat the mental fact goes with
—corresponds, as we may say, to—certain chemical and
mechanical facts. But that is not to say that the first fact is,
or depends on, the other. Clearly not; for the one thing of
which we are indubitably certain is the fact of our seeing; of
the chemical and mechanical phenomena—of the thing which,
we say, is seen, and of the eye, which, we say, sees it, we are by
no means certain. It is Materialism which is in danger of being
overthrown, and which must stand on the defensive, if it stand
at all. And to pretend that the brain, or indeed any possible
collocation of any conceivable molecules, which is itself but the
figment of mind, makes, or iB antecedent to, that mind, is as if we
should say that the web makes the spider, that the pipkin
makes the potter, or a garment the wearer of it. But Mr. Cox
appears to think that if we can shew will and consciousness to
be associated, not with the movements of visible molecular
mechanism, but with some rarer and finer molecules, which are
not visible, that will and consciousness are explained, and there
is an end of the matter. Your physiologist, when aBked to
account for some heroic deed, say the rescue of a woman from
drowning at the risk of the rescuer’s life, will, perhaps, explain
it after this fashion. Some picture of the woman in the water
is impressed, through the ethereal vibrations, on the retina, and
creates chemical disturbance there. This chemical disturbance
is conveyed, current-wise, along the optic nerve to the brain,
and there causes explosions, also chemical, in certain accustomed
combinations of cells—the whole rationale of the process
consisting in the combination of cells having only got to be
through custom. These cells again communicate a current—
Le., chemical action, knocking down successive unstable
molecules, like toy soldiers placed in a row—to the outgoing
nerves, and these again cause disruption of certain explosive
nitrogenous materials in the muscles, and consequent contrac-
tion—and the woman is saved. Well, if that were put forward
as a full and perfect explanation of the matter—of courage,
strength, endurance, human love, and all the rest of it—
Serjeant Cox would say, and say rightly, that it was the utterance
of a Materialist. But if you suppose your exploding cells and
your chemical action to be in a second and ethereal body, the
man who asserts this is “ on the side of the angels.” As if true
or false were only a question of degree, and you could confute
the conclusions of Materialism by doubling its premises.
Plainly, there never was Materialism more narrow, gross, and
sensuous than this so-called Psychology of Mr. Serjeant Cox.

(To be continued.)

THE QUESTION OF PURITY

I find myself criticised in a friendly way by writers in recent
numbers of ““ Light,” and its readers may expect some reply.
“E. T. B.” thinks it will be admitted that a man who abstains
from flesh,wine, tobacco, &c., may be more unspiritual as to his
eating than one who uses these articles. Of course, | admit
that one may be intemperate in the purest forms of food.
What I contend for is that with temperance there is still room
for choice of quality. 1 am loth to allow that bad things in
moderation are quite so nice as good things.

“G. F. G.” will not allow that a flesh diet is gross feeding,
or that foods can be separated into two distinct categories—
pure and impure.

It is necessary to define ““pure” and ““purity.” Pure is
dean, unsoiled, unmixed. To purify is to make clean. Purge
and purgatory are derivations. Purity of mind and heart have
from the earliest times been connected with purity of the physical
life. The body is purified by exercises, and ascetics are those
who by certain exercises try to drive out their impurities.

Health haB an intimate relation to purity. Cleanliness, we
read, is akin to godliness. Carlyle, speaking to the young m n
who chose him Lord Rector of the University of Edinburgh,
said that heilig, German for holy, was also the German word for
health. In Scottish it is hale, in English wholeness, or
holiness. '

I think it must be admitted that a diet composed of flesh,
brandy or beer, and tobacco is not so pure or healthy as one
composed of bread, fruit, and vegetables. All dead flesh tends
to corruption. It is often diseased, and its use as food favours
the production of certain diseases, which fruits may be used to
cure. Intoxicants of all kinds tend to impurity and disease.
It seems probable that both beef and brandy are unfavourable
to a pure and high spiritual condition, and it is certain that in
all places and times spiritual development has been connected
with physical purity. The ceremonial law of Mobbs regulated
the selection and preparation of food with washings, purifica-
tions, and other sanitary conditions.

The doctrines of the Pythagoreans became those of the early
Christians. 1 cannot remember one instance of a person con-
sidered holy, canonised, for example, as a saint, working miracles,
Ac., who was not what is called an ascetic, and who did not
teach some degree of asceticism as a condition of spirituality.

“8. F. H.” admits that “ perchance ” (why not by law or
principle?) ““in the remote future—and everything seems to
point to such a conclusion—flesh-eating and intoxicants will be
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abandoned.” Then why may not those who are somewhat in
the advance of progress hasten the time? Why wait for a
remote future to do what a great many find to be best in the
actual present! Is it necessary that | should eat flesh, drink
beer, and smoke tobacco until men by common consent abandon
them? Better, | think, for those who find the benefit of what
I consider purer and more healthful habits of living to adopt
them at once, or at the earliest convenient period.

It is not that | am intolerant in these matters. A long course
of flesh eating by many ancestors may have converted some into
really carnivorous animals. Monkeys might probably be taught
to live on flesh—possibly horses or elephants—and thereby made
like tigers or wolves. Opium, hasheesh, tobacco and alcohol
have their own delights. Let those enjoy them who will.  Still
I muBt believe that there is a better way for those who can
adopt it, and that the human brain and nerves, fed upon the
purer nutriment drawn directly from the vegetable kingdom
instead of being taken at Becond hand in animal flesh with its
putrefication, impurities, and free from the debilitating effects of
stimulants and narcotics, are in a condition most favourable to
spiritual influences. The mediums whom | have known who
have fallen into bad habits of eating and drinking, have either,
lost their power, or had low and unsatisfactory forms of manifes-
tation. | have known four mediums of great power destroyed
by drink, and several others much injured in the character of
their manifestations. What scandals have wo not had from
gluttonous and drunken clergymen! On the other hand, the
finest, the most wonderful manifestations I have ever seen were
where the mediums and all who attended the stances were living
in what | consider the purest, and therefore the most healthful
manner, with the daily bath and abstinence from flesh, intoxi-
cantsand narcotics.

Considering simply physical health, which is the basis of our
spiritual life, I have been struck with two examples. In the
Eastern war, the Turkish soldiers, practically vegetarians and
teetotallers, astonished English surgeons by the ease and rapidity
with which they recovered from the most terrible wounds and
operations, without inflammation, gangrene, or other incidents
of military hospitals. Sir William Gull, in his testimony before
the House of Lords’ Committee, tells of a big beef-eating,
beer-drinking drayman taken to Guy’s Hospital for some slight
injury, dying almost immediately, and his body swelling into a
round ball, whioh the students punctured to let out the gas,
which they set on fire until they had fourteen burning jets on
the poor drayman’s corpse.

These are extreme cases, but they illustrate my principle.
I believe that bodily purity, which we call health, is a condition
of the finest spiritual development and communion. Pure food
makes pure blood—pure blood buildB up a healthy body. This
is the doctrine I have taught for many years, and it is the
teaching of the most intelligent Spirits with whom | have been
permitted to converse. | attribute my own almost perfect
health for half a century, without one day’s disabling illness,
to the measure of fidelity with which | have lived upon what |
consider a pure and healthy diet, and in other hygienic habits
and conditions.

T. L. Nichols, M.D.

Your correspondent “ G. F. G.” takes exception to the term
“gross feeding,” as applied to the practice of flesheating. No
one would think of finding fault with a lion or a tiger because
he ate meat; but should an ox or a sheep take to the practice,
no one would hesitate to call the individual so transgressing a
gross feeder. Now if the human frame, as is apparently the
case, was no more intended by nature to be supported by the
eating of flesh than that of an ox or a sheep, the practice may
bo described as ““gross” without impropriety, though it may
have the sanction of 20 generations.

“G. F. G.” seems to acknowledge that vegetarianism is an im-
provement on flesh eating, and calls it “ the diet of the future.”
If it is so, why should we not do all in our power to hasten its
general adoption ? There is one way in which we may advance
the cause without much difficulty, if we cannot altogether
adopt the practice ourselves, viz. .:—by abstaining from giving
meat to our children. o3

It was the saying of an old divine that a ceremony duly
instituted is a chain of gold around the neck of faith ; but if in
the wish to make it co-essential and consubBtantial, you draw it
closer and closer, it may strangle the faith it was meant to deck
and designate.—Coleridge.

Free Trial Box of Charcoal Digestion Pills.

The new cure for Indigestion and its terrible train of Diseases.
Bilious and LIiVER Complaints, Habitual Constipation, Piles,
Rheumatism, Epilepsy, Worms and all affections of the Chest
and Kidneys. Recipe for preparation and use of Pure Vegetable
Charcoal, together with a trial box of Concentrated Charcoal
Digestion Pills, sent free on application. Enclose Stamped
Addressed Envelope to “ Manager, Medical Carbon Company,
Nottingham.” Dr. Hassall says . ““Your Charcoal is pure, well
carbonised, and being prepared with great care, is well adapted

for medicinal purposes. "—Advt.
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

At the Fortnightly Discussion Meeting to be held at 38,
Great Russell-street, on Monday evening next, Madame de
Steiger will read a paper on ““ Art and the Supernatural.”

We see with pleasure that Mr. Eglinton has arrived in
Boston, U.8. A., and has held a successful stance on the evening
of March 7th, at the house of Mrs. Andrew Bigelow, under the
auspices of that lady and the proprietors of the Banner of Light.
The phenomena were of the kind usually witnessed in the
presence of this medium. Our contemporary note as ““ a salient
and satisfactory feature of the alternate light and dark stance,
that the medium, himself entranced, would be frequently brought
out among the people, being quickly followed at his exit by the
appearance of a form at the opened curtain.” Mr. Eglinton
will remain in Boston for some little time, and is staying at the
St. James’s Hotel, Suite 205.

The recurrence of certain numbers in connection with certain
lives offers a curious subject for research.  The number 9
would seem to rule the lives of the late and present Czars.
Alexander IL was bom in 1818 (two nines), and was murdered
in 1881 (two nines), aged 63—again a multiple of nine.
Alexander HI. was bom in 1845 (two nines), and came to the
throne in 1881 (two nines), aged 36—another multiple of nine.
We have heard that such recurrences are not uncommon, and
we believe that some who regard omens with attention draw
conclusions from certain numbers favourable or adverse to the
lives of those in whom they are found to recur. Perhaps some
of our readers can give other instances.

The highly-important letter addressed by Dr. Maurice
Davies to the Archbishop of Canterbury deserves all attention
from those who may not be able to coincide in every detail of
its statements and conclusions. It is the letter of an ordained
clergyman of the National Church to its chief minister,
pleading for some tolerance for opinions that, albeit they were
notes of the Primitive Church, find little favour now-a-days
with orthodox Churchmen as a body. It is well that the
Archbishop should be reminded that Spiritualism is not merely
o-extenriee with table-turning, and that it has its religious side
which reproduces with faithful accuracy much that the Lord
taught His followers to expect when He lived with them during
the forty days that intervened between His Resurrection and
Ascension.

Spiritualism does not, indeed, land a man of necessity on the
platform of pure Christianity. Dr. Davies makes no such claim,
though he cites cases, or one at least, to Bhew that there is nothing
incompatible in a belief in Spiritualism with complete accept-
ance of the creed of Evangelical Christianity. He claims for
the Spiritualist that “ Atheism cannot co-exist with those
opinions classed together under the name” he bears. It may
be so; usually it is so. The demonstration of existence, apart
from a physical body, is apt to render the acceptance of a much
more extensive belief comparatively easy. The mind that has,
by this method, become emancipated from the shackles of a
debasing materialism, is tenderly disposed to the broad tenets of
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abelief which it has seen to be right in the one great point of
man’s survival after physical death. And so it comes to pass
that rigid methods of demonstration are not exacted, and few
are very careful to define their position with precision. In Dr.
Davies's own words, ““ Spiritualism may make men believe in
God,” as it has made them ; and that is enough. 'Die path by
which each travels may be left to his own choice. We have known
Spiritualists of every conceivable type of theological opinion,
from those in whom it is apparently almost imperceptible to
those of whom Dr. Davies speaks. And we are clear that it is
well that such should be the case. We can conceive of the
existence of philosophical Spiritualists who do not take note of
theology at all: and we can even conceive a robust Agnostic
who, while accepting thoroughly the demonstrated facts of
Spiritualism, would sturdily refuse to correlate them at all with
what to him is still ““ the unknown God.” And we at least are
not prepared to condemn what seems so reasonable a position,
any more than we make objection to the wanderer from the
faith of his fathers, who is only too glad to recur to his early
creed per ealtum when the great obstacle has been removed.
There is room for all.

+ Spiritualism, we observe, is about to engage the attention
of the next Church Congress, to be held at Newcastle-on-
Tyne, under the presidency of the Bishop of Durham. The
programme of papers to be read includes among its subjects,
“ Relations of the Church to Deviations from Christianity : (a)
Infidelity—(6) Secularism—(c) Spiritualism.” It is news to us
that Spiritualism is a ““deviation from Christianity.” From
what form of Christianity? From that, we presume, of
the writer of the paper; for the Church of England, of
which  he is a member, already includes within itself
various schools of thought, who would find it extremely hard
to define their several positions so as to hit upon any platform
from which discord and dissension should be excluded. These
several schools, however, would probably agree in the general
acceptance of the Bible as their rule of life and standard of
faith. They may be recommended to study its Spiritualism in
the interval that will elapse before the Congress is held. They
will find there much that is to the point that may previously
have escaped notice. Scenes in which appears a Name, the
holiest in their faith, when duly pondered may throw some
light on the question how far the Spiritualism of to-day is a
deviation from the Christianity of Christ.

The duty of the Church to Spiritualism ! It is high time
that it be defined by those who have so long neglected it. It
has been too long the custom for the Church to anathematise
anything which originates beyond its own borders, or seems to
oontravene any of its own tenets. The Catholic Church has
been consistent in refusing to countenance any Spirif.na.liam
except that which is produced within its pale. The lives of the
saints are full of records that may be exactly paralleled by
occurrences in the Spiritualism of to-day. But these were holy
men, and Spiritualists have ““deviated from Christianity””!
The Protestant Church, less consistent, regards the whole
matter as diabolic, and will not even meddle with it in the way
of investigation. It is a priori condemned, and preachers,
with rare exceptions, content themselves with fulminating
against it as ““a sign of the times.” Their duty, we make bold
to say, is to recognise in modem Spiritualism a continuance of
that Spiritual intervention with our world which signalised the
days when Christ trod this earth, and which they might
reasonably expect to recur in ““these latter days” when they
look for His reappearing.

When they have studied Spiritualism in their Bibles, and
compared the records they find there with those contained in
our own pages with steady frequency, they may profitably
inquire how far their own Christianity answers the tests pre-
scribed by the Founder of their Faith, and how far “ the signs
that shall follow them that believe ” are found among Spiritual-
ists. They will need to look long at home before they find
any manifestation of them, but avery slight search will discover
their presence among those who are said to ““ have deviated
from Christianity,” but who are, in reality, a closer copy of the
Primitive Church before its faith had been adulterated than
any section of believers in Christ that can now be found.

It is among Spiritualists that ““ the signs that shall follow
them that believe ” are to be sought for with most chanos of
success. It is Spiritualists who best understand and appreciate
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some of the events recorded during the mystic period of the
Forty Days, and who can enter most completely into the motive
that pervades the whole life of the Man Christ Jesus. It is
they who can most thoroughly comprehend many facts recorded
in tile Bible, which to those who are not able, as they are, to
parallel them by events in their own experience, must for ever
remain matters of blind faith or secret doubt. It is they who,
by the liberty with which their experience lias made them free,
are best able to discriminate between Divine Truth and human
dogma, and to reject the latter as an unwarranted addition to
the former.

We believe that the Religious Tract Society is responsible for
what appears in the Leisure Hour. Does the Religious Tract
Society think it a part of its religious duty to bear false witness
against the large and increasing body of people who believe in
the possibility of Spirit communion? The April number of
Leisure Hour contains another of Washington Irving Bishop’s
effusions, professedly in exposure of Spiritualism, butin reality
on the art of the professional conjuror. Mr. Bishop explains
some of the methods of escaping from bonds and sacks, and
would have his readers believe that such clumsy contrivances are
a complete explanation of spiritual manifestations. All candid
investigators know better, and the editor of Leisure Hour would
know better too, if he would devote a leisure hour to honest
inquiry. But then he could not allow his correspondent to
flavour his articles with spicy abuse of Spiritualists—and it is
the abuse that gives interest to these pretended exposures.
The Religious Tract Society should be above this sort of thing,
and should hesitate before it allowed one of its publications to
be the vehicle for slandering a body which includes men and
women of the highest rank—social, literary, and scientific.

The “ Great Spiritualist Case,” as the newspapers put it—
meaning thereby the trial of Mrs. Fletcher on the charge of using
false pretences to defraud Mrs. Hart Davies, and also of pre-
tending to exercise witchcraft and sorcery—will be the next nine
days’wonder And what then ? Why simply this—that, be the
issue what it may, it will be found that Spiritualism has been
neither “ killed ” nor ““scotched,” but has received new life and
energy from the increased public attention. We hear that
amongst the witnesses who will be called to testify to the truth
of tiie ““ phenomena ” are Mr. Crookes, Mr. Cromwell Varley,
Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace, Mr. H. D. Jencken, Mr. S. C. Hall,
the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, the Earl of Dunraven, and
many others, whose evidence, if accepted by the Court, will go
very far towards convincing all unprejudiced minds that
Spiritualists are not necessarily either fools or knaves, and
that ““ there must be tomething in it after all.”

By the way, the newspapers have—unwittingly, no doubt-
been creating a prejudice against the defendants by represent-
ing that they had til absconded, and that only one of them had
been caught. The truth is that none of them absconded ; that
they were all in America when the writs were issued ; and that
Mrs. Fletcher came back to England of her own free will, with
tiie full knowledge that she would be arrested on her arrival.
Monday next is fixed for the commencement of the trial, which
will in all probability extend over several days. Mr. Montagu
Williams and Mr. Snagg will conduct the case for the prosecution;
and Mr. Addison, Q.C., with Mr. Besley, will appear for the
defence.

If the Daily Newt values its reputation for ability and
fairness it must be the editor’s business at once to look after the
writer of the subjoined paragraph

““Under the name of Light, the Spiritualists have lately
established a new weekly organ devoted, as the sub-title informs
us ‘to the highest interests of humanity.” From the latest
number we gather that ‘re-incarnation’ is among the burning
topics of Spiritualist circles at this time. We also leam that
nearly all the present believers are of opinion that the Pytha-
gorean process came to an end in their own persons between
1875 mid the present year. The doctrine, it seems, includes
that of ‘ the interchangeableness of the sexes’—the re-incama-
tionists holding, we are told, that there was nothing to prevent
Queen Elizabeth becoming Charles Dickens.”

The topic of Re-Incarnation is so far from being ““ burning ”
that it chances to be noticed in “ Light” for the first time,
in consequence of a paper having been read on the subject
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