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There is a large class'df people who believe in a' world’which they call “ the
present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.
There is another large class of people who believe also in a world they call
M the next/’ and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than
that which has been handed down to them.
There is yet another class of people—usually known as “ Spiritualists “—who
believe in the existence of facts ana phenomena, accessible to those who will seek
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and
who believe that, on the basis of these facts, a science and a philosophy may be
built up fuypishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both
these worlds in one harmonious whole
A pressing necessity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to the collecting and recording of these facts
and to the exposition of this philosophy, and secondarily, to the ftur discussion of
such other allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanced
thought. It is precisely this position which “Light ’’ is intended to fill.
The contents of the new paper will comprise:—
(1.) Original Articles on the science and philosophy of Spiritualism, and on
the religious, moral, and social bearings of the question.
(2.1 Records or Facts and Phenomena, both physical and mental. Only such
will be admitted as are vouched for by the names and addresses of witnesses
deemed competent, either published with the records or placed in the hands of
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everything which is reasonably open to suspicion of mistake, delusion, or im
posture.
($.) Miscellaneous Literature connected with the movement, including
Poetry and Fiction.
(♦.) Reviews op Books.
(5.) A r&um4 of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to
Spiritualism and allied snbjects, constituting also a permanent means of refer
ence to important articles and valuable facts, which might otherwise be lost
sight of.
(6. Questions and Answers.—Under this head questions of a general
character will be invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either
from correspondents or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting
and useful department.
,
•
•• Light*'will thus aim to take a place hitherto unoccupied, and to promote
the cause to which it is devoted, viz., the highest interests of Humanity both
Here and Hereafter.
** Light" will proclaim a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits unembodied. This
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullest and freest discussion—conducted
in a spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim being, in the
words of its motto, “ Light, more Light!“
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THE

LULL IN PHENOMENAL SPIRITUALISM.
No. III.
Hints to Mediums and Investigators.

In our last issue we interrupted our argument on this subject
at the point where the methods of investigation open to the
public were being considered. We were occupied in an attempt
to decide whether anything in the practice of public medium
ship, or in the methods of investigation, could throw light on the
reasons for the present lull.
We think we can see some light here. Both mediums and
sitters have deeds of omission and commission to answer for.
Dark circles are not so conducted as to be legitimately used for
purposes of public scientific investigation, even if it be con
ceded that anything worthy the name is possible under such
conditions. A medium who is wise should not permit himself
to be placed in a position where compromising results may ensue.
He should not expose himself to the risk of obsession by a
power which he cannot measure, and which iB so equivocal in
its manifestations He should not place himself, bound hand
and foot, at the mercy of that power—of those unprogressed
intelligences—by giving them the very conditions of darkness
and an unharmonised circle, which will enable them to work
with most vigour. He should insist that he himself should be
so placed, so clearly visible, that it may at any rate be manifest
that what is done is not his doing. If there be, as is freely
alleged, persons who have taken advantage of the general interest
in Spiritualism to simulate phenomena, and so to get some
share in the golden harvest, he should insist that it be made
certain that he is not one of them ; for, otherwise, he will
assuredly get some of the obloquy caused by their deeds. If he
must sit in a promiscuous circle, and become the recipient of its
inharmonious influences, he should at least minimise the pos
sible results by insisting that darkness shall not add power to
the unseen forces, and bring uncertainty to those who are under
such circumstances strangely called the observers. If he sit in
darkness at all, it should be among experienced Spiritualists
who know and trust him, and who will understand failures, an d
appreciate what an uninstructed person would misconstrue.
With such members dark circles are full of instruction—to the
public we fear they are but too frequently occasions of
bewilderment.
“ It is so difficult to do all this. ” Yes—very. We have got
into a vicious method, and it is very hard to get out of it. We
hope, almost without hope, that repeated warnings will lead
experienced Spiritualists to join in a general protest against the
perpetuation of conditions which have been proved over and
over again to lend themselves so disastrously to deception.
Until we face this matter directly, brushing away resolutely all
side issues, we shall not escape the results which we deplore.
We believe this vicious method of investigation to be one
prominent cause of the lull which we lament.
It is
found that observation, worthy of the name, is impossible
under the conditions favoured in public circles ; and those who
desire to lay a sound foundation soon abandon the attempt to
lay it in that particular way. The public circle becomes, there
fore, the haunt of the casual observer whom curiosity attracts,
or of the enthusiast who needs no evidence to confirm his own
convictions.
And here we come upon another of the causes that we are
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tracing out. We are compelled to believe that the fair name of
Spiritualism has suffered not a little at the hands of unreasoning
friends and adherents, whose enthusiasm has led them to publish
to a Bcoffing world records that will not stand the test of simple
logical analysis, and to make claims which, were it possible to
demonstrate their truth, should be reserved for the esoteric
circle of instructed and experienced Spiritualists, but which, as
propounded to a sceptical audience in the language of heated
enthusiasm, with an utter disregard too often of exact and
precise statement, can only be viewed with astonishment and
regret. We are all too sadly familiar with the loosely-worded
statement, the warm and enthusiastic description, replete with
glowing words that half hide the exaggerated and hyperbolical
thought that is bom of imagination rather than of reason, and
is concerned more with the heart than with the head. We know
the very phraseology, the studied scorn, or perhaps we should
rather say, the impulsive dislike of calm and cool statement—
for there is little study in the matter.
We aie familiar with
the usual platitudes, and know how little effect they can have
on those whose minds are not already prepared to accept any
imaginative description in lieu of proven fact.
We do not pretend for one moment to say that such records
do not represent the mind of the recorder. Very frequently
they are the outburst of excitement caused by. an affectionate
interview between an emotional person and a loved friend long,
perhaps, mourned as lost. The language used may, to such a
person, seem cold compared with the blest reality. But it is
forgotten that this language is to be submitted to adverse
criticism by an unemotional and sceptical public. Either the
record should not be published at all, or it should be so stated
as to stand the ordinary test of reasonable criticism. It may
well be that it is too sacred to the writer to be thus dissected
and analysed. It were well, then, that it be kept from the
world, enshrined in the heart, to be produced only for the
greater confirmation of already existent faith, or for the con
solation of Borne sufferer who is like circumstanced. Such
records belong to the sphere of the affections, and are not to
be put into calm and calculated language such as an unin
structed inquirer has a right to demand.
A prolonged course of such reading has a most prejudicial
effect on the ordinary mind. The inquirer begins to fear that
emotion is the normal condition of the Spiritualist. He is fed
on honey till he longs for a little wholesome bread. He reads
the loosest statements of what, if true, are to him most portentous
facts. These are forced upon him in such marvellous profusion
that he finds himself wondering whether a few would have
disagreed with his mental digestion bo completely as this heaped
up mass. Great names jostle odo another, till he is driven to
speculate whether the writer be not the favoured recipient of
wisdom from the majority of the world’s dead sages. He is
relieved from the necessity for any prolonged speculation on
this head by finding that the sages combine to talk what, in
less august mouths, he would have no difficulty in describing as
nonsense. But where do the names come from, and how come
they into such grotesque companionship ?
We will illustrate our meaning from a communication in the
New York World of February 5th, which is much to the point.
In so doing we take what comes first to hand, and do not desire
to imply that the sample is more worthy of remark than many
others that we might select. The journal in which it appears is
a secular one, not devoted to the instruction of Spiritualists,
and, therefore, the contents must come before sceptical and
adverse minds. This, at the outset, is noteworthy. Tho
heading reads, “ The Wisdom of the Ghosts. Alschylus,
Euripides, Martin Luther, Gengliis Khan, and Bacon, in corre
spondence with H. Kiddle.” The half column that follows
purports to be an account of various sittings held by Mr. Kiddle,
ex-superintendent of the New York Public Schools, with Jesse
Shepard, a trance medium ; and a very remarkable narrative it
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is. “Mr. Shakspere’s Ghost” gives an exhaustive “review of
the literature of Germany, France, and England during the last
century.” Bacon returns to commend his shorter essays at the
expense of the “ Novum Organum,” wliich he very properly con
siders “ too heavy for general reading. ” An anonymous Chinese
philosopher and Confucius himself discuss the future of the
United States, and, in view of the Chinese labour question,
their views should be interesting. Bishop Butler deals with the
Lourdes and Knock apparitions. ^Eschylus and Euripides discuss
the Drama. Genghis Khan has something (we hope it is
instructive) to say about the mixed question of Russian politics.
Semiramis describes Babylon. Hermes Trismegistus reveals the
mysteries of ancient Egypt; and Democritus takes a pessimistic
view of things which is met and- answered by De Quincey 1
Now, the World is, of course, laughing, and small wonder.
But there is no pretence that these great names were not brought
in ; there is no denial that the account is bo far a representation,
though an unfavourable one, of what took place. Mr. Kiddle
himself is a man of intelligence and education, and is a not
unfair type, though a pronounced one, of many Spiritualists.
What, we ask in dismay, must be the effect of such pretensions,
so put forward, on the average intelligent inquirer 'I The answer
must be left to the imagination. No language at our command
could even begin to do justice to it.
We have indicated some of the causes which, in our opinion,
have combined to bring about the lull in phenomenal Spiritualism.
To them must be added the too frequent mention of the subject
in the courts of law. Most unfortunately, what are called
scandals have been rife, and the public, antecedently prejudiced,
has drawn conclusions unfavourable to the cause of Spiritualism.
We do not now dwell on this further than to say that this state
of things is inevitable, and that it very largely depends on our
selves whether it is a permanent injury or a disguised blessing.
Mediums will be misjudged so long as prejudice is arrayed
against them, and bo long as they give it such a
handle. If they be only true to themselves, and to the
faith that they profess, then what is temporary injury will
give a sure impetus to truth. We do not remember any
case of the public prosecution of a Spiritualist which has
not given fresh stimulus to inquiry. The prosecution of Slade
did more to publish the facts of Spiritualism than any combined
efforts of Spiritualists with which we are acquainted. It depends
solely on the character of the questions involved, and of the
evidence produced, whether any given prosecution—and there
will be plenty to select from—be a blot on the cause, or a
widespread advertisement of it So long as they are in process
these various prosecutions are deterrent. It is a question of the
inherent nature of the facts involved whether that deterrent
character be permanent, or transient only, to be succeeded by a
revulsion of feeling and largely increased interest.

THE LAWS OF SPIRIT.COMMUNION.
To the Editor of “Light.”
Sir,—Kindly send me the future numbers of “Light.” I
am glad such a periodical is out. The only defect I notice in it is
the apparent lack of perception that the laws of spiritual phe
nomena are regulated accurately by subjective conditions, mental,
emotional, and moral, of the sitters. I sympathise neither with the
Guild of the Holy Spirit on the one hand, nor with undevotional
stances on the other. I am a powerful medium myself, and have
studied it rigorously under exceptional personal circumstances,
and I am convinced that Law rules it all, not accident. Give the
proper conditions and the highest phenomena a ill immediately
come. But just as science made no progress till the inductive
method was attained, so Spiritualism—the laws of spirit-life—lie
in harmony of intellect, moral life, and emotions, with sound
bodily health. Devotional stances, apart from intellectual and
moral culture, are as insipid as undevotional stances are.
So far, I am compelled to say, you do not seem to me to be
really working out the right method. Still for all that I am
glad to see the elements such as your paper supplies. I am
thankful, therefore, for “Light,” and trust it will circulate well.
Yours truly,
_____ ______________________________________ T. W. G.
Free Trial Box or Charcoal Digestion Pills.
The new cure for Indigestion and its terrible train of Diseases.
Bilious and LivER Complaints, Habitual Constipation, Piles.
Rheumatism, Epilepsy, Worms and all affections of the Chest,
and Kidneys. Recipe for preparation and use of Pure Vegetable
Charcoal, together with a trial box of Concentrated Charcoal
Digestion Pills, sent free on application. Enclose Stamped
Addressed Envelope to “ Manager, Medical Carbon Company,
Nottingham.” Dr. Hassall says : “Your Charcoal is pure, well
carbonised, and being prepared with great care, is well adapted,
for medicinal purposes.”—Advt.
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SERJEANT COX 8 “ MECHANISM OF MAN.”
Address delivered by Mr. Frank Fodmore B.A. (Oxon), before the
British National Association of Spiritualists, Monday, March 21st.
In 1873 and 1874 there was published “ A Popular
Introduction to the Study of Psychology,” by Serjeant Cox.
This work may be viewed in two aspects.
By Spiritualists it
has been generally looked upon as an attempt to explain on a
scientific basis certain facts which had hitherto been either
entirely discredited, or else referred, without question of means,
or instruments, or conditions, to the agency of spiritual beings.
There are plenty found to chronicle, and a few even in some
sort to classify these phenomena. There are theories enough of
the unscientific, or what may be called mystico-scientific kind—
such as A. J. Davis’ “Nature’s Divine Revelations"—to account
for them. There are even scattered hints of scientific analogies or
supposed analogies, in previous and contemporary writers,
indicating a wish to assimilate them with all that we already
know, and so to make “the bounds of knowledge wider yet.” But
of elaborate and consistent attempt, by means of pure science,
and at worst, of scientific conjecture, to bring within the region
of what can be proved and demonstrated and explained these
abnormal phenomena, other than this of Serjeant Cox, there is
none. And if on this account only, the book must be allowed to
be well worthy of note. If it can be approved, or, at least, not
disapproved, much has been gained. And if we should find, on
careful examination, that the theories put forth as those of
science, or at least, in harmony with science, are, in great part,
not scientific at all ; and that such as are co are quite incompe
tent to solve any but the least part of the problem with which
they deal—leaving the question, indeed, just in statu, quo—it
may still be said that the position of the Spiritualist is no worse
off than before ; it were unjust for the Bake of a weak advocate
to damn a good cause.
But this was not the point of view most strongly dwelt on
by the author himself. In the preface to his first volume
he boldly announces himself as about to set the science of
psychology on a new basis, and to enter into the lists and do
battle on behalf of the theologians, who cannot help themselves,
against the scientific Materialists, who seem all too likely, at
present, to gain the day. And throughout the book it is to bo
noted that he consistently poses as the champion of religion ; as
professing to prove against the Materialists the existence of a
soul in man. And whatever concessions, as of “material mind”
and such-like, he may make to them, he views them always as
concessions, at the price of which he may more firmly establish
his own position, as above stated, to the confusion of his
adversaries, thus defeated with the weapons forged by themselves.
And at the end of the second volume he boasts that, by means
of the facts and arguments which he has adduced, “ we are
enabled to arrive at some definite conception of that which the
Materialists reject as being inconceivable—an Immortal Soul—
an Omniscient and Omnipresent God.”
Let us hasten to examine into the nature of the theory
which is to reconcile these two definitely contrasted views of the
universe —that of the Materialist and that of the Theologian.
In his views of the human body Mr. Cox goes so far with the
Materialists as to admit of automatism up to a certain point
Where he definitely, and where he only conjectundly joins issue
with them it is difficult, from the unscientific vagueness of his
language, to determine. But he is, apparently, simply endea
vouring to give expression to the vulgar theory—if a tissue of
unreconciled contradictions, never fairly brought face to face,
can be called a theory—that whilst the body is a self-acting
machine in most actions, certain others are initiated by an
external entity, the Mind, and controlled by another entity, the
Will. At all events, he admits the physiological hypothesis—
that the brain, in certain bodily states, is capable of thinking
without the accompaniment of consciousness; and that the
act of thinking so performed is as purely a mechanical, or
chemical, or physiological process as is the peristaltic action of
the stomach, or the secretion of bile by the liver. He also
speaks of Mind as that part of the intelligence “ which is strictly
material- which is so visibly and palpably a part of the oiganisation that it grows, declines, and is extinguished with the body. ”
(p. 156.) Again, he says (p. 162): “Intelligence is not a visible
or tangible entity ; it is not a structure, it is only a function.
Precisely as digestion is a function of the stomach, intelligence
is a function of the brain. ” So far he might be a follower of
Condillac or the Encyclopedists.
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But later on (p. 291), whilst “admitting mind to be a the laws of nature, and on the limitless possibilities of being,
product of the material structure, or even, if the Scientists &c. There is, however, one striking set of facts which deserves
please, a condition of organisation,” he contends that “ there is notice. He relates the observations of a certain Mr. Gillingham,
ia us tomething other than Life and Mind, which exists distinct of Chard, in Somersetshire. Mr. Gillingham appears to have
and apart from them, closely allied with them, but not identical ; been dissatisfied with the ordinary physiological explanation of the
bound to them by conditions as yet imperfectly understood feeling of pain in lost limbs, viz., that, by a well-proved law, all
because insufficiently explored ; living with them, but not dying disturbance in a nerve is referred by the sentient mind to the
with them ; to which the Mind is as the servant, and the Body peripheral extremities of the nerves, which alone in a normal state
as the garment; a distinct definite existence that passes away are capable of excitation, and that when we feel pain in an
and lives as an individual being when the body dies, the brain amputated leg it is the cut extremities of the nerves which are
decays, and the mind ceases.” And this something it is which irritated, and give rise to the sensation. Now this sufficiently
he calls the Soul, or Spirit—for he expressly declares that the accounts for most of such experiences ; but how explain the
terms are identical, or differ only as species from genus, the former fact that persons who have lost a limb sometimes feel, when
being used specially <>f man’s soul. Of his precise views on the they rest the stump against the wall, that the rema'nder—now
nature of this Soul, or Spirit, his words leave no room for doubt. lost in visible shape—of the limb goes through the wall, and
They are strikingly similar to certain other views put forward feels cold or hot there accordingly? From Buch like facts is
a year or two later in a work called “ The Unseen Universe.”
deduced the conclusion, in which Mr. Cox fully agrees, that the
The accomplished physicists, Messrs. Balfour-Stewart and soul is of the same shape as the body, and does not suffer dis
Tait, who are well-known to be the authors of that book, find memberment with it.
Of the special qualities possessed by this soul, Mr. Cox is
themselves as perplexed as Serjeant Cox by the Materialism of
the present day. They discern, however, a ray of light in Sir clear upon three mainly. First, it would not be subject
This there need be no diffi
W. Thomson’s theory of vortex atoms. According to this view to the attraction of gravity.
Gravity, as far as we know it, is
the ultimate particles—what we call atoms—of matter, are culty in conceding.
simply eddies of definite size in a perfect fluid. Now, the fluid simply the reciprocal attraction of some 70 and more elements, or
There would be no
being perfect, the eddies, once formed, can neither be enlarged, kinds of atoms, amongst themselves.
nor diminished, nor destroyed, but remain for ever unalterable. unlikelihood in supposing a new species of atoms—much less a
Now, what hinders us from supposing that there may be other new system—which should not have entered into this confedera
and smaller vortices in the same perfect fluid, which may con tion of mutual attraction, and so was not subject to its laws
stitute, say, the ether 1 And we may, if we please, go on to Secondly, spirit substance would have the power of penetrating
suppose that within the body which we see, compounded of larger material substance. Now thiB, by Serjeant Cox’s definition of it,
vortex atoms, there may be another body, answering to it is by no means so easy to conceive. It is true that the molecules
point for point, but invisible, being compounded of smaller of our matter are, probably, very far apart from each other. It
vortices, and within that another, and so on. And this inner is also true that the human body can pass through air, that
body, during lifetime, may be supposed responsive to every water can interpenetrate a sponge, or ether (i.e.,presumably, the
tremor and movement of the outer body ; so that we have a chemical substance so-called) can flow through the porous solid
double brain and a double life experience, and, above all, a of a cork. But we are forced to note what Serjeant Cox has,
two-fold record of that experience. And when this outer com apparently, not noted, that the molecules of a liquid are not
bination of vortices falls to pieces, and the man,as we call it, dies, relatively fixed, and can be displaced from their natural order—
there may be another body, like the first, but finer and more a liquid having no molar structure—without injury to their
delicate, to fall back upon ; and this body will now constitute essential character. But the soul is, ex hypothesi, a solid, and its
the man, and will retain memory and consciousness, all stored particles, like those of the wall through which it is supposed to
up in an ethereal, instead of, as heretofore, a material cerebrum, pass, are relatively fixed ; and if they are displaced, what
of his previous life history, and will be, in fact, just the same force is to ensure their coming together again in proper order 1
individual as before, with the proper complement of limbs, and, Serjeant Cox’s analogies so far prove nothing ; he needs
if we like it, digestive apparatus. Have we not here, then, all to shew us an instance of a solid passing through a solid. As we
that we can want of Immortal Soul: Spirit of God, and Heaven, have no such instance we cannot, indeed, say that our soul is
unable to pass through matter, but only that he has failed to
provable or actually proved realities ?
It does not appear that Mr. Cox actually derived any of his make the thing probable, or, in the strictest sense, conceivable
views from these gentlemen, or they from him, but the parallel to us. Lastly, we can cordially agree with Mr. Cox, that our
is certainly a very close one.
He also presents the idea of an psychic body will have, it is likely, more wide and infallible
inner body, answering, point for point, to this outer body, but perceptions than those of our present state. It is abundantly
made of some more subtle material
In his first volume he evident that our present senses are, so to speak, artificially
commonly calls its substance “ atomic matter,” as opposed to the limited; and might readily be conceived as enlarged in scope,
molecular matter of which our visible system of things is or even numerically, without subversion of our existing physio
composed. This, if he uses the word “ atomic” in its scientific logical scheme.
Finally, though discerning the radical falsity of the view that
meaning, is nonsense. Later on, however, he prefers to speak of
“ refined molecular matter,” or even “ ethereal” substance. He sees in consciousness and intelligence simply the result of certain
compares it for fineness and rarity to the matter of which motions of material particles, he finds no difficulty in his own
comets are composed. “The probability is,” he says, “that its” theory that consciousness and will, and whatever there may be
[».<. the Soul’s] “ substance is vastly more refined than the of spiritual faculty in man are strictly dependent on, if not
thinnest gas with which we are acquainted.’’ (p. 317.) At all actually synonymous with, certain other collocations, of particles,
events, whether made of ether or vortex atoms or what not, he “more refined than the thinnest gas with which we are
is quite clear that “ Spirit is not, and cannot be, immaterial.” acquainted.” The one doctrine, he notes, is repugnant to the
For if compounded of nothing, it would be nothing : and again, moral sense, and subversive of all man’s highest aspirations ; the
it can only be conceived of as having form.
And, finally, “ If other, by dint of adroit conjuring with “ ethereal substance,”
“ spiritual existence,” and the like, may be made toprove the
the soul is a refined body (and it must be that or nothing). ”
being of God, and our possession of an immortal soul.
This material soul, then, is supposed, by some process of
(To be continued.)
correspondence or other, to grow up with the body and to
perceive and gain experience with it. It permeates it, probably,
in every fibre and tissue, feels every sensation, and directs
every movement in each remotest limb. And it is, presumably,
of the same shape as the body. Though moulded by the same
laws, and developed by the same discipline, it is not invariably
affected by the limits of the external body ; it can at times even
be separated as a distinct existence during life, and is finally set
free, as a living entity, in the dissolution of the body by death.
Of direct circumstantial evidence for this theory, other than
that of the phenomena of clairvoyance, <fcc., he has little to
offer. For what external evidence he requires he relies almost
wholly upon general scientific analogies, upon our ignorance of

A foreign correspondent writes us in regard to Madame
Blavatsky :—“ It is necessary to take the various statements
which have appeared in print as to that lady’s feats of occultism
cum grano satis.
She is no doubt possessed of what is called
psychological power. Over susceptible persons she can exercise
a magnetic power (so-called) similar to that possessed by a
mesmerist over a sensitive subject. In addition, she is a clever
adept in jugglery, or sleight of hand tricks.
These constitute
her stock-in-trade so far as magic is concerned.” Our corre
spondent professes to speak from “ authentic information,” and
thinks the truth should be known. We mention the subject,
that those who have faith in Madame Blavatsky’s occult powers
may be induced to give us the benefit of the grounds of their
convictions.
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.
Reports of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as succinct a form as
possible, aud authenticated by the sig-nature of a responsible officer, are solicited
for insertion iu " Light.” Members of private circles will also oblige by con.
tribating brief records of noteworthy occurrences at their stances.
The Editor cannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers
expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for the return
postage.
AU communications should be addressed “Editor of ‘Light,’ 13, Whitefriars-atreet, London, E.C.”
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
The Annual Subscription for “ Light,” post free to any address within the
United Kingdom, or to places comprise 1 within the Postal Union, including all
parts of Europa, the United States, and British North America, is 10s. lOd. per
aunum, paid in advance.
ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.
Five lines and under, 3s. One inch, Is. 6d. Half-column, £1. Whole
oolumn, £2 2s. Pago,^£4. A reduction made for a serias of insertions.

%• Cheques and Post Office Orders may be made payable to Edward T.
Bbmkett, at tho Chief Office, London. Halfpenny Postage Stamps received for
amounts under 10s.
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.
“ Light ” may be obtainod of E. W. Allbjc, Ave Maria-lane, London, and
of all Booksellers.

Subscribers whose subscriptions have expired will receive
the last copy due to them in a coloured wrapper, after
which the paper will be discontinued unless the subscrip
tion is renewed.

NOTES BY THE WAY.
We invite special attention to the announcement, in our
advertising columns, of the conversazione to be held on Thursday
next in the rooms of the British National Association, and of
the very excellent musical programme which has been arranged
for the occasion. Wetrust that there will be a very large
attendance.

A good case, one among many such, of the appearance of the
Spirit in a distant place near the time of its severance from
the body, reaches us from a source on which we place full re
liance. About two years ago W. L. left England for America.
Nine months since he married, and hoped to bring his wife
home to see his mother, to whom he was tenderly attached.
On February 4th, however, he was taken with sudden illness,
which terminated fatally on the 12th, about 8 p.m. On that
night, about three-quarters of an hour after the parents of
W.L. had retired to rest in England, the mother heard the clear
voice of her son speaking. Her husband, u.7io also heard it,
asked his wife if it was she who was speaking. Neither of them
had been asleep, and she replied, “No ! Keep quiet !” The
the voice continued, “ As I cannot come to England, mother, I
have come now to see you.” At this time both parents believed
their son to be in perfect health in America, and were daily
expecting a letter to announce his return home.
A note
was made of this very startling occurrence, and when, a
fortnight since news of the son’s death arrived, it was found to
correspond with the date on which the Spirit-voice had
announced his presence in England. The widow said that the
preparations for departure had nearly been completed, and that
her husband shewed much anxiety to get to England and see his
mother.______________ ___

[March 26, 188).

get firing. She repeated the dream to her mistress in the
morning, and, by her advice, got a P.O.O. for a small amount
and sent it. The letter of acknowledgment expressed great
relief at the timely supply, for they would otherwise have been
compelled to sell their blankets to get coal.
What does this mean 1 Coincidence ? Such explanation
makes larger demands on our faith than any other mode of
accounting for what would be clear as noonday to us were we
not so hampered by a heritage of materialistic thought. Our
fathers have eaten so many sour grapes that our teeth are sadly
set on edge. The world of Spirits is “ about our path and about
our bed, spying out all our ways.” In dreams and visions of
the night, by appearances, by voices of warning and encourage
ment, these unseen friends guide and guard us ; and we return
our thanks by ignoring their presence and explaining away their
very existence. Such is the fashion of this wise age, though none
that has preceded it has been foolish enough to ignore what is
palpable to the man whose eyes are open, and who can see
further than the end of his nose. Let us hope that an age may
soon dawn when the children will be wiser than their fathers,
and recur to an ancient and venerable belief thus beautifully
expressed by one of our most melodious poets :—
“Is there love
In heavenly spirits to these creatures base,
That may compassion of their evils move ?
There is,—else much more wretched were the case
Of men than beasts ; but oh ! the exceeding grace
Of Highest God, that loves His creatures so,
And all His works with mercy doth embrace—
That blessed angels He sends to and fro
To serve to wicked man, to serve His wicked foe.

How oft do they their silver bowers leave
To come to succour us that succour want!
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave
The flitting skies, like flying pursuivant,
Against foul fiends to aid us militant !”
Omitting the theology—for we have learned at least not to call
man God’s wicked foe—the belief is noble and true that Spirits
guard and keep those who will lend an ear to them, and are the
ministers of mercy and blessing to many who little reck of their
care.
____________________

In memoriam, Mother Shipton ! One by one the idols fall.
We did think that we had a true prophetess in this old lady,
whose alleged vaticinations are combining with planetary con
junctions and other causes to vex this world. She and the
Great Pyramid seemed, metaphorically, to rest on the same
broad basis.
A reference to Notes and Queries (Series 4,
Vol. XI., p. 355) will dissipate the faith that any of our readers
may have in the mythical old seeress. Her prophecies turn out
to be the work of a Mr. Hindley, of Brighton, who owns the
soft impeachment. Such shocks to faith are hard to bear. We
wish the verifications could be done away with as easily as the
bogus prophecy. But, alas ! whether Mother Shipton prophe
sied or not, the world iB in a terrible state, and evil crowds on
evil till one hardly knows what new horror may startle us. The
assassination of the Czar is the latest; who knows what may
It is to be noted that in this case the voice was heard by two come next ? The air is full of anticipation of distress, and it
persons, neither of whom had been asleep and who were not in seems as if malign influences of some kind or other were having
that state between wakingandsleeping when imagination runs riot. it all their own way.
These persons were not Spiritualists, and therefore are not to be
The Cuckoo is responsible for the statement that the Princess
held to be presumably subject to hallucinations, nor were they Dolgorouki is a seeress of great power. It is all eged that she
victims of a dominant idea, nor of any other delusion. They saw clairvoyantly the assassination of the Czar, and when the
had no reason to believe their son to be in other than his usual news arrived at the Winter Palace, was found praying for his
health. They neither expected bad news of him, nor that any soul before the Holy Image in her private room. She was
news would be conveyed in this—to them—extraordinary informed that she must leave St. Petersburg at once,
manner. Moreover, the young man was tenderly attached to his and cried out “ 1 am going ; but give me the marriage ring.”
mother, had her in his mind when he died, and naturally visited On being told that it was shattered by the explosion, she
her in spirit when he found that he had the power to do so. whispered, fainting, “ Then it was all true,” and was removed in
'1 he case is a good instance of those in which love supplies the a half unconscious state to her sledge. “ But,” adds our con
motive power which causes a Spirit to present itself at or soon temporary, “ Russian ladies, from the late Czarina downwards,
after death to some dear friend or relative.
—to say nothing of Russian gentlemen—are all more or less
Spiritualists; and the stories of their extraordinary beliefs would
Another interesting case of direct intervention came quite
delight all true disciples of the mystical creed of Animal
recently under our own knowledge. A domestic servant, Mary,
Magnetism.” That is a rare touch, “ the mystical creed of
shared with her two sisters the duty of maintaining her old
Animal Magnetism I ” We shall hear of the mystical creed of
parents, who were very poor. They managed to contribute their
Unconscious Cerebration next! But anything to get out of the
share in rotation, each taking a month. It was not Mary’s
plain truth. “ Spirits is the last thingthat I will give in to.”
month, and she had no reason to think that her sisters had
failed to do their part. Nevertheless, she went to bed one night
A popular preacher recently suggested that seme people had
during the severe weather and dreamed that her parents were as much need to repent of their religion as they had to repent
in such distress that they would be obliged to sell their blankets to of their sins.
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SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY.
The following important letter has been addressed by the Rev.
Dr. Manrice Davies to the Archbishop of Canterbury :—

To the Most Reverend the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Primate of All England.
My Lord Archbishop,
I venture to hope that no further apology will be
necessary for my addressing your Grace, when I state that the
object of my doing so is the recognised inclusion within the
National Church of many persons whose orthodoxy is now
unduly suspected. I allude to those persons who are, perhaps
not very happily, termed Spiritualists, but who may, I think,
be roughly described as believing that the Pentecostal powers
still remain with the Church, and that Christ’s promises, made
during the great Forty Days, are yet being literally fulfilled in
our midst.
I have no means of arriving at the actual number of those
who hold the opinions comprised under the'generic name of
Spiritualism. In America they are said to number some
millions. In England they are much more numerous than is
generally suspected. Neither do I claim any representative
position amongst them. I only speak for myself, as a clergy
man of the Church of England, and for those members of the
Established Church who think with me, and some of whom will
privately append their signatures to this letter in order to give
it additional weight with your Grace. But I have special means
of knowing that the number of those who hold the doctrines of
so-called Spiritualism while remaining staunch members of the
Church of England, is very large and constantly increasing.
This letter—to adopt a phraseology which recent events have
rendered familiar—is designed to embody a plea and a plan for
the toleration of these persons within the pale of the Church of
England.
It may, I know, be urged that there is no necessity for the
formal acknowledgment of such persons within that pale, since
no formal sentence of exclusion has been pronounced against
them. I am, of course, aware of this ; but I need not inform
your Grace that there is something even worse than that overt
ban of excommunication which our Church is too wise and too
dignified to wield as a casual weapon of assault. There is that
tacit assumption on the part of those who bear office in the
Church and of those good men and women who constitute the
congregation of the faithful, that these doctrines must be
heretical; and such a foregone conclusion, which we know to be
unjust, is far more hurtful to us than any anathema that could
possibly be fulminated.
As an instance of the d priori method adopted in speak
ing of Spiritualism, I may mention the proceedings of
the Church Congress Committee held in the vestry of St.
Saviour’s Church, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and reported in the
Times newspaper of March 21st. The Bishop of Durham waB
in the chair, and it was proposed to consider, as one branch of
the work of the Congress, “ the relations of the Church
to deviations from Christianity,” those deviations being
specified as (a) Infidelity, (6) Secularism, (c) Spiritualism.
I am quite sure that bo enlightened a prelate as Bishop Lightfoot
would be the last to do a studied act of injustice ; but I need
scarcely say that, however skilful may be the apologist who
speaks for Christian Spiritualism at the Congress, he would
come heavily handicapped by finding his subject set down
in limine as a “deviation” from Christianity. Indeed it is
difficult to see how a Christian Spiritualist could feel justified in
speaking under such circumstances. I only mention this to shew
how widespread is the prejudice against which it is my present
object to protest.
Let me speak for one moment personally.
I have
now for thirty years next Trinity Sunday been an ordained
minister of the Church of England, and for twenty-five out of
those thirty years I have been an investigator into what is
called Spiritualism, though it was only after long delay and
diligent use of all the powers I could bring to bear on the
question that I at length yielded my tardy and almost reluctant
assent. Since doing so I have continually been asked : “ Is it
possible that you, as a clergyman of the Church of England,
can believe in such an unchristian doctrine as Spiritualism V’
I have known it to be whispered that I am a “dangerous man ”
because I have pleaded guilty to such belief. I know how
cruelly unjust is the imputation of disloyalty in my own case,
and therefore I can sympathise with those who writhe under a

93

sense of such injustice. Will you bear with me, my Lord, if I
tell you how this subject first came to me as an endorsement of
the cardinal article of my religious belief; and how, as the
conviction grew, it has gone on strengthening, instead of weak
ening, each clause in that Christian creed which, as God’s
minister in the Church of England, it has been for so many
years my privilege to defend and to promulgate ?
When first this matter came to me in the year 1856, and startled
me out of that quiet self-complacency which made me laugh at
what I did not comprehend, it came thus. I asked what the
power was that communicated, and was told that the Spirits of
the departed had the power given them. I asked for what
purpose, keeping my written question concealed from all but
myself; and the answer given to me was—It may make men
believe in God.
And this is what I find, as a fact, it has done. I have seen
men—young men especially—who would be sobered and
chastened by nothing else, sobered and chastened by this.
Shall I be deemed presumptuous if I ask your Grace to
entertain for one moment the idea that possibly this may be the
method by which faith and reason shall become fused and
blended I
This, as I need not say—and as your own
recent archiepiscopal charges so thoroughly recognised—is a
time when, whether we will or not, the appeal does, with the
large majority of men, lie to sight and sense, even in matters
which we class in the category of the supernatural. What if
this so-called Spiritualism be a concession to such an appeal ?
What if the word faith be destined to take a new and nobler
meaning than it commonly bears : and if even this humble
platform on which I take my stand be the stepping-stone to
higher things 1
There is one thing, at all events, certain, that Atheism cannot
co-exist with those opinions classed together under the name of
Spiritualism. One source of present danger, therefore, would
be eliminated if this belief spread. Possibly that may be its
cui bono. It may not be meant for the mass of humanity, but
for the stout unbeliever who will give in to nothing short of
tangible evidence—for the Thomas rather than for the Nathanael
of the hour. It would still have a wide mission-field, even if
we limited its area thus. Just as I have known young men
arrested by a revelation which they found adapted to meet their
requirements, so have I in the course of my protracted
investigations met with men of eminence (it would be invidious
to mention names) who from blank Materialism have passed to
belief in God and immortality by means of a system thus
curiously fitted to meet them on their own ground and to
rank theology among the inductive sciences. Literally it did, in
the words of my initial communication, make men believe in God.
But then the question naturally occurs : Did it make
Christians of them ? I do not mean, did it make holy, self
denying saints of them, because we know that the fullest
Christianity is apt to lie dormant in that respect.
But
did they believe the second clause in the ApoBtles’ creed when
they had grasped the first ? Did they believe in Jesus Christ as
the Son of God and the Redeemer of mankind ? Did it, in fact,
make anything more than Theists or Unitarians cut of those who
before were Atheists or Materialists ?
That some minds after accepting one stage of truth
should halt before passing on to others and even seem to be
arrested permanently in the preliminary stage, is only, perhaps,
natural. But I have seen many and many an instance where
the new-born faith went from unbelief per saltum, not to mere
theistic belief or acceptance of historical Christianity, but to full
recognition of Christ’s Divine nature. I know I may venture,
without asking his permission, to quote the case of my venerable
friend, Mr. Samuel Carter Hall, as one in point, and I can
assure your Grace that he by no means stands alone. Some years
ago I was astonished beyond measure when a literary man, whose
doubts had lingered long by him, came up to me in Fleet-street,
and amid the noise and din of that great thoroughfare, thanked
God that he had been brought through Spiritualism to accept
the doctrine of the Atonement.
Can we, my Lord, afford to
depreciate an instrumentality which accomplishes such a result,
even though we feel we should prefer to work with other
machinery 1
It is, however, when we come to that crucial doctrine of
Christianity—the Resurrection to Eternal Life—that the special
.force of these opinions becomes evident; and that their ortho
doxy is above suspicion. I need not remind your Grace that in
this respect the faith of many Christians is distressingly vague
and that such vagueness reacts on religious life and tends to

Digitized by

Google

94

LIGHT.

[March 26,1881.

deaden Christian effort. People cling to a superstitious notion spondence on this subject. All I am anxious to do is to vindicate
that death will effect some thorough change in the inner being my own position and the position of those who sympathise with
and that he who dies a sinner may rise up an angel. The me. Liberavi animan mean. Keeling as I do that there is not
Spiritualist gives the full force to that expressive word a single doctrine of the Church to which I was ordained which is
“ character.” He believes that the stamp graven in during life not vitalised by the light thrown upon it from this new set of
will be found on the spiritual body and its immortal facts, I cannot, of course, feel it consistent with my ordination
tenant after death. He believes in the Intermediate State and vows to abstain from the exercise of my ministry. My one
clings to the doctrine of Eternal Hope.
wish is to devote myself to what I must always deem my
With regard to the Holy Catholic Church, too, he is willing life-work; but while these Opinions are held heretical, I
to accept that definition contained in Article XIX., which can only wait and hope for the time when things shall be
says: “ The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of made clear. For the present our gatherings are like the
faithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached, “ prophesyings ” of the old Reformers—nay, we sometimes think
and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ’s they are not altogether unlike the meetings of the disciples in
ordinance.” Two other clauses of his creed come in here with the upper room, in expectation of Him who was not absent,
special force, too. He believes in the Holy Ghost. He believes though their eyes were holden that they could not see Him until
so thoroughly in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost He unveiled their senses. I am careful so to arrange my days
that he cannot bring himself to concede that the miraculous gifts and hours of private worship that they shall not interfere with
then bestowed have grown effete with time. He believes that attendance at church. I make our services, in fact, as I feel the
the promises made by Christ between His Resurrection and opinions they represent should be, namely, supplementary to,
Ascension are in force still, just as they were in Ai>ostolic times. not substitutes for, the regular ordinances of the Church.
Members of other communi ns, no doubt, feel the doctrines
It is only men’s faith that makes those gifts latent. In this
respect I would quote a few words from a valued friend of my of which I have spoken to be equally efficacious in certifying
own, formerly a beneficed clergyman of the Church of England their position in the body to which they belong. Writing as a
but now in the Roman Communion. Certainly his words have clergyman of the Church of England to the chief ruler of our
no feu relevance because addressed to the Roman as well as to the Anglican communion, I have only been anxious to establish
Anglican Church. He asks : “ Where is the bishop who now my own relation to that communion.
I am so conscious
reminds the missionaries whom he sends forth of their title to of my own attachment to the Church of which I have been
such miraculous powers ? Where are the Christians who for all these years a minister, and so desirous to certify
believe in them except as things of the pnst ? Why have they the compatibility of a belief in Spiritualism with such attach
ceased to be a part of the inheritance of the saints ? Why is the ment, that I shall ask permission to send a copy of this letter
Church so mundane in its aspect, so eager to disown its to the Bishops and prominent clergy of the Established Church,
essential prerogatives, so cankered by a profound scepticism, so and also further to trouble your Grace by forwarding, in a few
zealous for rigid dogma, yet so careless withal of signs and days, a list of some few members of the Church of England who
wonders which are the evidence and the cause of agree with me in the main as to the opinions I have expressed
faith ? Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day above.
I have the honour to be,
and for ever; and if His ministers relied on Him
My Lord Archbishop,
now as they did of old they would speak with tongues,
Your faithful servant,
and cast out evil spirits, and disease and pain would fly before
Charles Maurice Davies, D.D.
them. ”* It is surely not without pertinence that the canons of
Formerly Curate of Kensington, and Sunday Evening
our Church of England contain a proviso that no clergyman
Lecturer at the Parish Church, Chelsea.
shall exorcise without special licence from his Bishop.
Shepherd
’
»
Bunk,
London,
W.
The Communion of Saints too, another great doctrine held
Mareh 22nd, 1881.
too loosely by ordinary Christians, is held in its fulness by the
Spiritualist. He has no heathen idea of annihilation in death,
••ASCETICISM."
even as ot1 era who have no hope. He believes that by God’s
To the Editor of “ Light.”
mercy communion of the most intimate kind is still possible.
Sir,—Your correspondent, “G. F. G.” (19th March), does
Who like him, then, can say with reference to those who are not appear to interpret aright “ T. L. N.’s” application of the
not lost but gone before, “ Oh death where is thy sting, O terms “pure” and “impure” food. It seems apparent that
grave where is thy victory ? ”
he is referring to human food, not to the food of birds and
Passing from the fundamental clauses of the Creed to those beasts. Probably “ G. F. G.” would not deny that all manner
church ordinances and minor details in the sphere of which of filth consumed by ducks and pigs is pure food to them, but
orthodoxy is mostly held to lie, I venture to claim, your Grace, what would it be to man ?
It is a pretty safe assertion that the grossest of men could,
that there are no such loyal adherents of the Church represented
if consistent effort were made, live healthy and strong upon
by your Grace as those whose ecclesiastical principles are selected grains, fruits, and vegetables, and that, too, greatly to
leavened with Spiritualism. Though of necessity they lean largely the advantage of their moral and spiritual advancement.
to symbolism, and own the force of an ornate cultus, yet their
“ G. F. G.” speaks of the “diet of the future” being
principles or practice have no tendency to soar above or sink pushed too far: would he kindly tell us when he thinks a
below the level of sober Anglicanism ; and this is no small boast “reformed” diet, without animal food, is to be commenced,
and by whom ?
Yours faithfully,
to be able to make in these disputatious days.
74, Milkwood-road, Heme Hill,
H. J. Stevens.
One word of caution I may dare to insert without disrespect.
22nd March, 1881.
It is that your Grace should not be misled by the assertion
that Spiritualism is simply co-extensive with table-turning,
rapping, &c. Those phenomena arrested attention at first; but
the practised Spiritualist no more thinks of recurring to them
than the advanced student thinks of perpetually repeating his
alphabet. I am not, however, defending the system against
those who assail its dignity. My wish is to assert its orthodoxy
and its compatibility with loyalty to the Church of England.
It seems strange that one should have to dwell so strongly on
this, seeing that the profession of Swedenborgianism (a mere
form of Spiritualism) has not been thought to bar orthodoxy.
One of the curates of the late Archdeacon Sinclair held office at
the same time in the Swedenborgian body and in the parish
church of Kensington, and several professed Swedenborgians
have retained their preferments in our Established Church.
I could go more into detail, and should be glad to do so, but
I feel that my communication has already exceeded the limits of
a letter. I have no desire to drag your Grace into a corre•" The Forty Daye ; or, Christ between His Resurrection and Ascension." By
John Charles Earle, B.A.- Kolckmann, Langham-plaec.

RB-INOARNATION.

To the Editor of “ Light.”
Sir,—Allow me to recommend those of your readers who
wish to understand the question of “ Re-Incarnation,” as
presented to the “Spiritist” mind, to add to a careful, im
partial perusal of Kardec’s works an equally impartial reading
of the communications given to “ Roustaing ” bearing the
collective title of “Christian Spiritism” and the subordinate
one of “The Four Gospels.” The Gospels are herein taken
verse by verse, and a spiritual commentary and explanation
given. No. 55, Vol. I., gives us spiritual evolution and its
correlative (outward expression), physical evolution.
Miss
Blackwell has promised us an English translation of this work.
The French work (“Les Quatre Evangiles,” par J. B. Roustaing)
is to be had at the “ Librairie Centrale, 34, Boulevard des
Italiens,” Paris, and may be procured through any bookseller at
3s. cash per volume. There are three volumes.
Bath, March 13th, 1881.
H. M.
Mrs. Fletcher’s trial is expected to take place next week in
the Central Criminal Court.,

LIGHT.
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OBJECTIONS TO RE-INCARNATION.
To the Editor of“ Light. ”,
Snt,—I have read the paper by Miss Arundale with much
interest, but I cannot say that it has in any way brought a con
viction to my mind that the teachings of the Re-Incamationists
are founded either on correct reasoning, sound theory,
experience, or the intuitional or common sense of mankind.
It must, however, be admitted that it is a doctrine which is
not only held by a large number of French Spiritualists, but has
existed more or less as a philosophy or as a dream among various
teachers and peoples of the earth from the earliest times.
As I believe there is always to be found a certain substratum
of truth in all existing beliefs, we thus ask, Whence has arisen
this belief or dream ?
In answer to this question I have always held that it arose
from those vague and mysterious sensations, as of a previous
long-forgotten existence, wliich so many have experienced, on
visiting new places during one’s travels, or meeting individuals
for the first time.
I myself have often experienced these sensations, and I have
always accounted for them by supposing I may in unconscious
clairvoyance or in the wanderings of the soul external to the
body, in deep sleep or in dreams, have had a foreknowledge of
coming events.
That these impressions cannot be the remembrances of very
distant past events would seem to be proved by the fact that the
individuals and places which recall these sensations are clothed
or cultivated as at present, and not as they were a hundred or a
thousand years previously.
This prevision, as I have said, has always been the explana
tion I have given to myself; and on reading Swedenborg’s
“ Heaven and Hell ” three weeks ago, I was gratified to find
that tliis is the explanation he gives.
Now, as to Swedenborg. Surely his opinion on this subject
is worthy of much acceptation. He, wore than any individual
in the world’s history, professes to give from experience his
knowledge of spiritual things, and he not only denies the
doctrine of Re-Incarnation, but asserts that he met and conversed
with nearly all his deceased acquaintances in the land of Spirits;
and not only conversed with those, but with the Spirits of many
historic characters in their proper personalities. If so, these
Spirits had not disappeared in re-incarnations.
Miss Arundale believes that tho Bible teaches the doctrine
of Re-Incarnation, because Jesus said John the Baptist was
.Elias.
This remark by Jesus seems to me clearly analogical, and
signifies only this : that as Elias was the greatest of all the old
prophets, so John the Baptist was, as his analogue, the greatest
of all the last prophets.
St Paul says, “ Agar [Abraham’s bond-maid] was Mount
Sinai in Arabia,” but no Re-Incamationist would therefore say
that Agar was a re-incarnation of Mount Sinai; and Paul himself
adds it is an allegory.
Jesus himself on the Cross said to the poor penitent thief,
“This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise.”
Is it conceivable that this formerly wretched but now happy
man, whose whole life in Jerusalem was probably one series of
errors and miseries, should voluntarily forsake that Paradise and
his Divine Master in order that he might by a re-incarnation
live a better and happier life than heretofore on earth 1
Is it indeed conceivable that any Spirit of an aspiring nature
should desire to come back into time, there to suffer and again
perish, when he had the option of going on unto perfection in a
higher life ?
It is not conceivable that good Spirits should desire re-incar
nation, and if it is only bad Spirits, or such as prefer human to
spiritual bodies, then what a frightful injustice they oommit in
entering the bodies of simple and pure infants.
What right has any Spirit to commit this burglary or out
rage—to rob me, as it were, of my child, in order that it
might play the fantastic trick of pretending to be my child while
it is, maybe, the Spirit of some rascally thief, who by his re-incar
nation in my child perpetrates the foulest of all his thefts ?
We know that Spirits often control human bodies, and
too often, sooner or later, to the ruin of these bodies ; and
we know that evil Spirits obsess human bodies and produce
maniacs and murderers ; but we know nothing whatever of good
Spirits appropriating the bodies of other people’s children on
the excuse that such children should thus be evolved into
higher beings.
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In Eastern magic such things are spoken of, but, if true, to me
they are disorderly, unnatural, and bad.
Let us reason out one single suppositious case. Let us suppose
some unhappy and unfortunate Egyptian male Spirit re-incamates
in the person of Potiphar’s wife ; that she re-incamates in Aaron;
that his Spirit re-incamates in Saul, and he in Jezebel, and she
again in Paris, and he in Xantippe, and she in St. Peter, and he
in Calvin’s wife, and she in Edward V., and he in Mary
Queen of Scots, and she in Pope, and he lastly in George Eliot.
Who, I ask, in the name of wonder, is this Spirit 1 What is
the name, sex, nationality, and appearance of the creature, and
where is his identity I
Take the British National Association of Spiritualists at a
Monday evening’s lecture. We naturally and innocently believe
that we are beholding Mrs. Desmond FitzGerald, Mr. Desmond
FitzGerald, Mrs. Hallock, Mr. Podmore, Mr. Tapp, Mrs.
Woodforde, Madame De Steiger, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Dawson
Rogers, Mr. Shorter, and Mr. Tebb, it may be.
But we are under an entire delusion, for these are not as they
seem ; they are not the sons and daughters of their fathers and
mothers, but are re-incarnations of Hiram, King of Tyre,
Mark Antony, Goliali the Giant, George Washington, Joshua
the son of Nun, Hypatia, Socrates, Louis XV., Rob Roy,
Cleopatra, Julius Cassar, Grimaldi, Howard the Philanthropist,
George III., and lastly the great Dr. Jenner.
But the Re-Incarnationists say, where is the justice of God if
some lead lives of misery, the victims of lying and tyranny, and
perish miserably, unless they have another chanoe of living a
better and happier life on earth ?
These people might with equal logic say, how unjust is God
to make the North and South Polar regions all ice, whales, and
white bears, while the warmer and more favoured parts of this
earth are bathed in sunshine, the fields clothed in gloiy, and the
air vocal with the song of birds.
The answer is that the Judge of all the earth will do right;
that our life here is but as a speck in the ocean of eternity ;
and if the poor repentant thief on the Cross at once ascended to
Paradise, why should we not slowly work out our own salvation
in eternity i
I have conversed with many Re-Incarnationists, but with very
few who believed that they were doomed to still further re-in
carnations. This is surely very strange. If Re-Incaroation is
the order of nature, how is it that it is suddenly come to an end
with nearly all its present believers, in the years 1875-811
Re-Incamationists say sex is only the accident of organisation
and tliat Queen Elizabeth might be on a future occasion Charles
Dickens without any inconsistency.
But this assertion is contrary to all philosophy and
theosophy. The male and female elements in nature are not
interchangeable, but represent the eternal truths of -f- and —
on the earth plane, to be transposed to — and + in the
Spiritual sphere.
Finally, I conclude the doctrine of Re-Incarnation is a dream
unsupporteI by one single fact apart from “control” or
obsession, while the belief that we are individualities incapable of
excliange, is the all but universal voice of the soul and is con
firmed by innumerable personal witnesses from the World of
Spirit; albeit, there are no doubt many Spirits, chiefly French,
who amuse themselves by reflecting the delusions of the ReIncarnationists.
______________________ G.W., M.D

SATISFACTORY SEANCE WITH MR. BASTIAN.
Testimony of the Bev. W. Mlall

To the Editor of “Light.”
Sib,—Just as I think that indifference to Spiritualism and in
disposition to examine its claims are discreditable, so I feel that
when extraordinary phenomena have been rather disproved and
shewn to be imposture, or have been developed under circum
stances which seem to render their reality indubitable, some
public testimony to that effect is incumbent.
Existing circumstances in connection with the subject seem
to render such course imperative. Hence these few lines.
Another motive also prompts them. A few months since it
was alleged that the well-known medium Mr. Bastian had been
detected in imposture. I do not think that any impartial person
would fail to see that there were elements in the account of tho
“ detection ” which rendered the propriety of the application of
that term extremely doubtful. Subsequent circumstances in the
career of the “ exposer,” and previous circumstances afterwards
brought to light, confirmed the doubt. Now, as 1 was las
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evening a witness to the occurrence of phenomena through
Mr. Bastian’s agency, the genuineness of which is to my mind
incontestable, I think it a simple piece of justice to Mr. Bastian
to record the fact.
We were a circle of twelve. I am acquainted with the rooms
in which we met, and thoroughly so with their customary
occupants. After a dark stance, during which all manner of
indication was supplied of the existence of abnormal power in
the circle, the room being now lighted and Mr. Bastian being
about to enter the cabinet, he unexpectedly proposed that two
persons should first accompany him into another room for the
purpose of searching his person. I being deemed, I presume,
the most sceptical, was selected, and I named a gentleman to
accompany me.
Entry article of Mr Bastian’s attire was
minutely examined by us, and I am confident that nothing
available for the purpose of trickery was possessed by him. I am
equally confident that there was no such article in the cabinet, or
obtained by Mr. Bastian when therein. Yet, after a space of
perhaps ten minutes, the curtains were opened and some six
forms appeared in succession. They were unlike to each other
—some apparently male, some female—some fair, some dark.
A profusion of white drapery enwrapped the persons of most of
them. Two, however, were habited as men in dark clothes.
One of these was pale and had a smooth face, the other was dark
and had much beard. The light was sufficient to enable me to
see the time by my watch; and sitting as I did the nearest to the
cabinet, I was able to obtain more than a front view of the
forms. The time occupied by the appearance of each was not
more than a few seconds. The figures were of full length and
of various heights, and on my requesting one of them to come if
possible outside the cabinet it made one step forward and
immediately retreated. After this we had much talk from
“ Johnnie.” I may say that it was verygood talk, and explana
tory of the alleged mode of “ setting up ” the forms out
of surrounding objects, and especially of the way in which
the motion, of light interferes with the stability of the forms,
rendering darkness within the cabinet indispensable, and their
appearance in the light of the shortest duration.
As to the explanation of these occurrences I am not able to
suggest anything. I can only class them with others equally in
explicable, and with what patience I can command await the
revelation of some great truth, otherwise verifiable, which should
satisfactorily account for them. If that truth should be what
pronounced Spiritualists allege that it is, I shall therein greatly
rejoice.
I am, Sir,
Yours very truly,
William Mi all.
236, Richmond-road, Hackney,
March 17th, 1881.

T»A TIBROKE HALL*
On Sunday evening last Miss Samuels, the Cardiff medium,
delivered a dedicatory address on the occasion of the new plat
form being brought into use. The “ altar piece” was handsomely
decorated with scarlet, white lace, and flowers, and presented an
imposing and artistic effect, A large audience completely filled
the hall, and listened with much interest to the address, and to
the very excellent rendering of “ He shall feed His flock,”
Handel, by Mr. Knight Smith. At the close of the service Mr.
F. 0. Matthews gave his thanks to the friends and visitors, who
had supported him in these meetings, and said he was confident
that, as they were all lovers of truth and progress, they were
doing good by keeping open a place for the discussion of such
principles. Mr. Matthews’ expressions were warmly endorsed
by the audience.
CARDIFF.
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S piritual phenomena, as exhibited in mediumship, and of the
manifestations of the Spirit-circle, the best methods of develop
ing mediums and forming circles may be determined. The
friends feel confident that, proceeding with care and judgment,
they will be rewarded by results of a satisfactory character.
At present they receive marked phenomena through Mr. J.
Archer, one of the local mediums, who sits for materialisations.
Mr. A. C. Clark is the president-elect, and no doubt Spiritualism
will be heard more of here in the near future than has been the
case of late.
KEIGHLEY.

Two very excellent and eloquent addresses were delivered, on
Sunday last, in the Temperance Hall, Keighley, by Mr. J. J.
Morse, of London.
Mr. A. D. Gray, of Bingley, occupied the
chair, and, although not a Spiritualist, expressed his admiration
of the lectures and of the great ability of the speaker, and also
his entire satisfaction with the sentiments enunciated. In the
afternoon the subject was, “ Starved Souls,” and in the
evening, “ Does Death End All 1 ” There were large audiences
at both services, who listened with evident interest to the truths
Bet forth.
We are quite sure that Mr. Morse is instrumental
in effecting much good. Besides the ability which is displayed
through hum, his gentle and kind manners endear him to all
with whom he comes in contact.—A. D. G.
LEICESTER.

Mr. Walter Howell has been actively engaged here of late,
and his services have been a source of pleasure and benefit to
the society and the cause. A complimentary stance was
arranged for him on the 15th inst., and about 80 persons paid
for admission, the entiremrocecds being handed to Mr. Howell,
as the proprietor of the Hall kindly granted the use of it free
for the occasion. The questions, addresses, and different controls
afforded much gratification to the company preBent.
On Sunday last Mr. Howell delivered two trance addresses
—in the morning on “ The Second Coming of Christ,” and in
the evening upon “ What the Spirits can tell us of the state in
which they live ;” each subject being chosen by the audience.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE AND DISTRICT.

Spiritualism is still labouring in a sea of troubles, and from
present indications the movement will have to be well piloted
if it is to steer clear and safe through the rocks and shoals
ahead.
The morning services at theN.S.E.S. are progressing favour
ably, and are well supported by those who are interested in their
success. On Sunday morning, March 6th, the platform was
ably filled by Messrs. Dawson, Burton, and Hare, who came
forward most commendably in the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Wallis. In the evening Mr. Lambelle favoured the Bociety with
another of liis interesting discourses upon “ Life : its Nature
and Progressive Unfoldment.”
On Sunday last the guides of Mrs. Westgarth delivered two
impressive lectures upon “ Spiritualism in relation to our
Duties,” which met with a hearty and sympathetic response
from the audience.
Mr. Wallis, in his double capacity of lecturer and test
medium, has been working admirably in the North district
during the last week or two. Bcbside, Delaval, Shields, and
other places may be congratulated on the excellent assistance
rendered by his valuable services.
Miss Wood is about to enter into an engagement with some
gentlemen in London for a course of test stances, which we hope
will achieve their desired end, and tend to spread the facts of
spiritual phenomena. We trust from the kindly feeling of our
London friends that Miss Wood will meet with that sympathy
and appreciation accorded to London mediums visiting the
North.
A contemporary has seen fit to be offended at an honest effort
on my part to detail an account of a sdance about which he
published last week another account. I regret that such a trifle
should give displeasure, and hope in future not to offend the
susceptibilities of my journalistic friend.
Northumbria.

At the weekly meeting, on Sunday evening last, Mr. E.
Adams, a member of the Council, related some of his experi
ences while investigating Spiritualism strictly in his home circle,
where he obtained wonderful spontaneous tests. He asked the
Society to rule their lives in accordance with their knowledge,
so that from each Spiritualist fireside an influence might
emanate which would act favourably to the cause. Mr. Andrews
afterwards spoke deprecating the pushing of Spiritualism down
TO CORRESPONDENTS.
the throats of the public, being of opinion that the gradual
development of knowledge by the education of tho masses,
added to the constant progress of ideas, would bring their minds D. J.—Too late for this week’s paper.
up to the truths we advocate ; he also strongly objected to the J. G. M.—Many thanks for your list of new subscribers. We
tendency manifested by some professed Spiritualists to de
should be pleased to see others following your excellent
preciate the mission of Christianity, and charged the persecu
example.
tions and wars engaged in by European nations to human W. E. C.—You have both expressed your views on the subject,
depravity, in spite of, and not in consequence of, the moral
and it is better now to let the matter drop. The insertion
teachings of the Christian religion.
of your letter would only increase the unpleasant feeling
w'hich unhappily exists.
DARLINGTON.
Arcanus sends us a prophetic “ Spirit-message ” which he
Spiritualism in this town at last presents indications of
received in December last —foretelling “a change in the
emerging from the state of inactivity that has enshrouded it
Russian Government before long,” and adding a warning of
since the departure of the Messrs. Hinde to America; the change
a war between Russia and England, which may, however,
of residence by other workere in the cause; and the bad times
be avoided by keeping Mr. Gladstone in power— though it
that have prevailed so long.
The active members here have
does not seem to the “ communicating intelligence ” that he
recently united in the formation of a “ Lyceum of Psychology,”
will be in power long. We have no faith in such prophecies.
with the view that by a careful study of the laws relating to
It is a good maxim never to prophesy till you know.
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Secretaries and Aretidente of Societies will oblige by informing ths Editor of
Lraur 0/ any alteration! that may from time to time be necessary in the EUROPEAN DEPOT OP MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH,
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METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 38, Great Russell Street, Blooms*
bury, London, W.C. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Secretary.
Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akerman Road, Brixton, London, S.W, Mr.
H. E. Frances, Hon. Secretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, S.W.
Dalston Association of Inquirers iuto Spiritualism. 53, Sigdon Iload, Dalston
Lane, Hackney Downs, London, B. Mr. J. J. Morse, President.
<*oswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Goswell Road, E.C. Secretary, Mr.
W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Barnsbury Road, N.
Hackney Primitive Christian Mission. 7, Ellingfort Road, Mare Street, Hack
ney, E. Mr. C. Rhys Williams, Manager.
Ladbroke Hall, Notting Hill, Loudon, W. Mr. F. O. Matthews, Manager, 11,
Torrington Square, W.C.
Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quebec Hall, 25, Great
Quebec-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dale, Hon. Secretary.
South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth
Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, 8.E.
Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn,
London, W.C. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.
PROVINCIAL.
Ashington Spiritual Society.
Mr. G. Scott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery,

Northumberland.

Batlsy Carr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary.
Birmingham Society of Spiritualists. Mr. J. Kennedy, Secretary, Ooxells Street
Board School, Birmingham.
Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312, Bridge Street West. Mr. John
Colley, Hon. Secretary.
Bolton Spiritualist Association. Mr. D. Cordingley, Secretary, Bath Street,
Bolton.
Cambridge Association of Investigators iuto Spiritualism. 7, Fitxroy Street. Mr.
James Harpley, Secretary.
Cardiff Progressive Library of Scientific aud Spiritual Literature. 157, Bute
Road, Cardiff. Mr. George Saddler, Proprietor.
Cardiff Spiritualist Society. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff
Mr. W. Paynter, Hon.
Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. The Lyceum of Psychology. Mr. A. C. Clark, President. Hodge's
Rooms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association. Mr. James Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpson Street,
New Shildon.
Excelsior Society of Spiritualists. Sootlaud Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr.
G. Hall. Choppiugton Colliery.
Gateshead Spiritual Society. Temperance Hall, High Street.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 164, Trongate Street. Mr. John McG.
Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govauhill, Glasgow.
Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 3, Waterpark
Terrace, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peacock Yard, Uniou Street, Halifax. Mr. U.
Appleyard, Secretary.
Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers.
2, Caroline Street, Hull.
Keighley Lyceum. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. Secretary, Mr. A. Morrell,
Albert Street.
Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. Mr. Chark■< Parsons, Secretary,
Hume Street, Mill, Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Secretary, 15J, Mottram Road,
Hyde, near Manchester.
Leicester Spiritualist Society. President, Mr. E. Larrad, 10, Edwyn Street.
Secretary, R. Wightman, 56, Cranbourne Street, Leicester.
Leigh Spiritualists* Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. G. F.
Turner, Secretary.
Liverpool Psychological Society.
Hou. Secretary, Mr. H. Morris, 35, Cobcenstreet, Everton, Liverpool.
Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.
Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. S. Hayes, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond
Street West, Macclesfield.
Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street,
Holme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 32», Stretford Road, Man-

Midland District Spiritualists’ Committee. Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis,
13, Lake Street, Peveril Street, Nottingham.
Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr. J. E.
Sharp, Secretary.
Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate Street,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. H. A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Edington Terrace,
Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 39, Lower
Talbot Street.
Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union
Street. Mr. T. Kershaw, Secretary, 8, High Street.
Ossett Spiritual Institution. Ossett Green, near tho G. N. R. Statiou. Mr. C.
Hallgath, Secretary.
Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 16, Equitable Street.
Salford Spiritualists’ Society. 268, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion,
Secretary, 33, Downing Street, Manchester.
Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary,
Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Laue, Sowerby Bridge.
Yorkshire District Committtec of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Poole,
28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.
Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George Street, Walsall. Mr. Thos. Bliukhorn,
Secretary.
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The oldest Spiritual Journal in the world.

Post free, 15s. per year.

THE RELIG 10-PHILOSO PHIC AL JOURNAL,
A Radical Spiritual Paper.

Post free, 15s. per year.

LIGHT FOR ALL,
Published in California.

Eight pages. 6a. per year poet free.

MILLER’S PSYCHOMETRIC CIRCULAR,
Published in Brooklyn, New York, and devoted to the exposition of the wonderful
science of Psychometry. '6s. per year post free.

HARBINGER

OF LIGHT,

Published in Melbourne, Australia.
7s. per year, post free.
Thia Journal
delineates the progress of Spiritualism at the Antipodes.
Subscriptions received for all the Periodicals published in England.
Address all orders and communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature
Agency, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E. Terms Cash. P.O.O. London, E.C.
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Aided by a large oorpe of able writer..
THE BANNER is a first-class, eight-pag; Family Newspaper, containing
FORTY COLUMNS OF INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE READING, embracing

This Journal is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely
free from all Sectarian bias. It is neutral in nothing, but expresses clear and
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism.
It is the
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much
as in the interest of Science, insists that the phenomena shall be manifested
under such conditions as to render accuracy of observation possible, and declines
credence to phenomena which cannot stand the test of careful scrutiny.
Terms -15s. in Advance. Address Jno 0. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois,
UJ5.A. Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston, E., is Agent for England,an J
will receive subscriptions. P.O.O. on London E.C.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Wataon.

A LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES.
ORIGINAL ESSAYS—Upon Spiritual, Phil »ophi sal, and Scientific Sabjests
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT.
SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEPARTMENT.
CONTRIBUTIONS by the most talented writers in the world, etc., oto.

Terms of Subscription, in Advance :
Fifteen Shillings per Annum.

COLBY & RICH

Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a complete assortment of
The Examiner is the most attractive Family Newspaper in the North of SPIRITUAL PROGRESSIVE REFORMATORY, AND MISCELLANEOUS
BOOKS.
Kagland. It
articles on Political Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive Sketches; Chats with Children;
%• Catalogues of Books Published and for Sale by Colbt A Rich emit fre^
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.
Remittances and orders can be sent to the Publishers to the above address,
Every Friday. Price One Penny. Quarterly Subscription by Port, Is. 7}d. to onr Agent, Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, England.
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(rSTABLISHSD 1873.)

88, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.
{Comtr o/ WOBURX STREET.)
Council.
Adshead. W. P.f Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Loacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T., The Mansion, Richmond.
Bowman,J., 65, Jamaica-street, Glasgow.
Coffin, W. H., 94, Corn wall-gardens. Quecn’s-gate, 8.W.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbrugh-park-road. Blackheath, S.E.
Edmands, T. H., 7, Oberstein-road, New Wandsworth.
Brans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Clnb, 14, St. James’s-sqre., S.W.
FitxGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitxGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage-road, Plumstead, Kent.
Houghton, Miss, 20, Delamere-crescent, Westbonrne-squarc, W.
Isham, 8ir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Preeoott-street, Liverpool.
Maolean, Major-General, E. I. U*. Service Clnb, 14, St. James'8-square, S.W.
Mengens, J. G., The Manor House, Penge, S.E., and 3, Church-lauo, Calcutta.
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, DaLrton, E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth Hou$e, Holder's Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Podmore, Frank, 15, Hart-street, W.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent’s Park, N.W.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Ro^e Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Bondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-plaoe, Rnssell-square, W.C.
Speer, 8. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road, Booth HampBtead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, 8.E.
Tredwen. R. Pomeroy, 40, Claverton-street, Pimlico, S.W.
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gardens, Brixton, S.W.

VlCK-PHK3IDKNT8.
Mrs. FitxGerald.
Mr. E. Dawson Bogers.
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald.
Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Sodedad Esplrita Central de la Republics Mexioana. President- Sefior Refogi*
T. Gonzales, 7, Calle de Almedo, Mexico.
Sociedad Espiritu di Bogota, Colombia, South America. President— Sefior
Manuel Jose Angarita.
L'Union Spirite et Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Rue de
Louvain, Brussels.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists of
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and inquirers
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.
The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large collection of
the best works on Spiritualism and oocult subjects, and a Beading Boom, where
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are
regularly supplied.
The Secretary, or his assistant, are in attendance to receive visitors, and
answer inquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 am. to 4 pun.; other days,
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit
the Association and inspect the-various objects of interest on view in the Reading
Boom and Library.
Discussion Meetings are held fortnightly during the winter months. Admission
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce one or more friends to each
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application.
TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members, with privilege of voting for members of Council ... 0 5 0
Town members, do., do.
...
...
...
...
...
... 0 10 6
Members, with use of read in rrooms and library, and the right of
purchasing tickets for the Stances and taking out one volume from
tho lending library
...
...
...
...
...
...110
Family tickets, with all privileges
...
...
...
...
’...220
Town members to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan
postal district.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All oommunications and inquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre
tary, Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, W.C., and Post Office Orders
made payable to him at the Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be
crossed “ London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch."
Prospectuses of the National Association can also be procured from the several
allied Societies.
THOS. BLYTON, Secretary.

Hon. Treasures.
Alexander Calder, Esq.
Auditors,
J. W. Gray, Esq.
G. H. Potts, Esq.
Morell Theobald, Esq.
Resident Secretary.
Mr. Thos. Blyton, 33, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.
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Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism.
Rooms :^-53, Sigdon Road, Dalston Lane, Hackney Downs, Loudon, E.

EANCES every Thursday Evening throughout thp year. Special
engagements of noted Mediums on tho latt Thursday evening in each month.
Fortnightly Monday evening Discussion Meetings during the winter months.
Standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects can be borrowed from the
Library, containing over 200 volumes.
Terms of Membership:—3s. per Quarter, or 10s. per annum.
Copies of the Prospectus, Constitution and Rules, Stance Repilation*, and
Library Catalogue for the current year, to be obtained on application at the
Association’s Rooms.
J. J. MORSE, President.

S

Honorary or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg, Russia.
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rasrim Pasha a Bahdjl, Capousson, Con
stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of the Spiritual Society at Perth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potscliach, Styria, via Gratz,
Austria,
The Baroness Guldenstabbe, 29, Rue de Trevise, Paris.
GLASGOW ASSOCIATION of SPIRITUALISTS, 164, Trongate.
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visconde de Torres-Solanot, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksokof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospect,
President: Ma. James Walker. Hon. Sec.: Mb. John McG. Monro, 33, Daisy
6, St. Petersburg.
8treet, Govanhill, Glasgow. Meetings me held every Sunday Bt 11.30 a.m.» and
M. Gustave de Veh, 1, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany.
at 6.30 p.m. Terms for Membership, Is. per Quarter, with use of Library,
Signor Sebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Particulars of Weekly Stances can be had on application to the Secretary.
Herr Constantin Delhez, Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A.
Mrs. Cora L V. Richmond, Now York, U.S.A.
TEA !
TEA ! ’
TEA I!!
Miss Anna Blackwell, La Tresorerie, Wimillo, Boulogno-snr-Mcr.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta
James Mylne, Era., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mrs. Emma Harainge-Britten, San Francisco, U.S.A.
A. J. Biko, Esq., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
Pbovincial Agent : E. W. WALLIS,
Professor Friedrich Zdllner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
338, St. Ann's Well Road. Nottingham.
Dr. Frans Hoffmann, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg University, Germanv.
THE COMMONWEALTH TEA, BLACK, 2s. 8d. PER LB.
Gregor C. Wittig, Esq., Kornerstrasfe, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Era., 84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
Superior Quality at 3e. 4d. per lb.
M. Leymane, 5, Rue Neuve des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
Address—E. W. WALLIS, Commonwealth Tea Storer, 338, St. Ann’s
H. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 634, Race-street, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell, Esq., M.D.. 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
Well Road, Nottingham. P.O.O. on St. Ann’s Well Road Post Office.
M. Ltan Favre Clavairoz, Consul-GtWral de France, Villo Bouridres, St. Maur
Terms CsbIi.
les Fosses, pris Paris.
0. L. Ditson, Esq.. M.D., Albany, New York, U.S.A.
HE THEOSOPHIST. a Monthly Journal devoted to Science
W. L. Sammons, Esq , Cape Town, South Africa.
Oriental Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature, and Art. Conducted
J. Murray Spear, Erq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
by H.P. Blavatsky.
Published at 106, Girgauui Back Hoad, Bombay. Subscrip
Mrs. J. M. Spear, 2,210, Monnt Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
tion, £1 per anunm, post free. Post Office Orders to “ The Proprietors of * The
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignac, Gironde, France.
Theosopnist,' " at the above address.
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunifcre, Paris.
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.8.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chaussta St. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Rue do Palais, 137, Schaerbeck, Lex-Bruxelles.
Lieut.-CoL P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels.
LONDON.
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Bullet, Hotel de l’Athenta, Rue Scribe, Paris.
Thos. Wilks, 299. New North-road.
J. L. O’Sullivan, Esq., 30. Upper Gloucester-place, Dorset-sqnarc, London, N.W.
J. M. Dale. 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square.
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.S., H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
R. Cocker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.
A. K. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Pen y bryn, St. Peter’s-road, Croydon.
Isaac B. Rich, Esq , 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A
PROVINCIAL.
MdUe, Huet, 173, Rue 8t. Honors, Paris.
W. 8. Godbe, Esq., Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Ixunbard-street.
Dr. Gmnhut, Waitzner Boulevard, 57, Buda-Perth, Hungary.
Birmingham.—J Groom, 200. St. Vincent-street
Dr. A. E. Nehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.
„
—E. J. Foley, 368, Monument-road.
J. W. Day. Esq., 9. Montgomeiy-place, Boston, U.S.A.
Biggleswade.—J. F. Hunt.
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George’s-i oad.
Signor Damiani, 2, Vico del Vasto, Palazzo del Vasto, Chiaja, Naples.
Dr. Fuel, 7*3, Boulovard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Bradford.—<T. Clayton, 63, Manchester-ruad.
Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-ztrasse, near Vienna.
Glasgow.—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street.
M. Cochet, Rue Tangier, Algiers.
Keighley.—S. Billows, High-street.
Berks T. Hutchinson, Esq., 2, New-street, Cape Town, South Africa.
Leicester.—J. Pent, 1, Town Hall-lane
Miss Lizzie Doten, The Pavilion, Tremont-rtreet, Boston.
Liverpool.—J. Chatham, 20, Caird-elreet.
H. J. Newton, Esq.,128 West 43rd-street, New York.
Niwoastle-on-Tyne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-street.
Dr. Robert Freise, Breslau, Germany.
M. C. de Rappard, 41, Rue de Trevise, Pans.
New Dklaval—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row.
Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Loudon, W.C.
Nottingham.—W. Yates, 39, Lower Talbot-street.
Manchester—J. Heywood, Deansgate.
Allied Societies.
Walsall.—T. Blinkhorn, 16, George-street.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. President—Mr. J. J Morse,
53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
FOREIGN.
Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances. 22, owley-road
Brixteu, S.W.
Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, U.S.A.
Liverpool Psychological Society.
Secretary—Mr. John Chapman, 10,
J. C. Bundy, 91, La Salle-street Chicago, U.S.A.
Dunkeld-street, Liverpool.
W. H. Terry, 84, Russell-street, Melbourne, Victoria.
Cardiff Spiritual 1st Society, 3, Angel-street, Cardiff.
The Great Yarmouth Association of Invertigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec.
Mr. R. R- Dale, 3, Water Park-terrace, Bout hi own-road, Great Yarmouth.
Printed for the Eclectic Publishing Company (Limited), by the
The Spiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaszka National Press Agency (Limited), 13.. Whitefriars Street, KC.,
Josefstadt Erxherxog Alexander-gaese, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
and published for them by E. W. Allen. 11, Ave Maria Lane, E.C.—
Sociedad* Espiritista Espafioln. Cervanteg, 34. 28. Madrid. President—El Visoond
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de Torree-Solanot.
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