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There is a Large class of people who believe in a world which they call “ the 

present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.
There is another large class of people who believe also in a world they call 

“the next,” and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than 
that which has been handed down to them.

There is vet another class of people—usually known as “ Spiritualists ’’—who 
believe in the existence of facts and phenomena, accessible to those who will seek 
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and 
who believe that, on the basis of them facts, a science and a philosophy may be 
built up furnishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both 
these worlds in one harmonious whole.

A pressing necessity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial 
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to the collecting and recording of these facts 
and to the exposition of this philosophy, and secondarily, to the fair discussion of 
such other al tied topics as are now occupying the attention of mon of advanced 
thought. It is precisely this position which “ Light ” is intended to fill.

The contents of the new paper will comprise:—
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the religious, moral, and social bearings of the question.
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Poetry and Fiction.

(4.) Reviews of Books.
(5.) A rtfetunc of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to 

Spiritual ism ami allied subjects, constituting also a permanent menus of refer
ence to important articles and valuable facts, which might otherwiso be lost 
sight of.

(6. Questions and Answers.—Under this head questions of a general 
character will be invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either 
from correspondents or editorially. This may become an exceedingly interesting 
and useful department.

*' Light ” will thus aim to take a place hitherto unooenpiod, and to promote 
the cause to which it is devoted, viz., the highest interests of Humanity both 
Here and Hereafter.

“ Light" will proclaim a belief in the existence and lifo of the spirit apart 
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of 
intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits unembodied. This 
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Bovond this it will have no 
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullest and freest discussion—conducted 
in a spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim being, in tho 
words of its motto, “ Light, more Light!”
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THE
LULL IN PHENOMENAL SPIRITUALISM.

No. I.
It has been apparent for some time past that a lull is taking 

place in Phenomenal Spiritualism. It is not that phenomenal 
manifestations of Spirit power have ceased, though we think there 
are signs that they do not occur with the same spontaneity and 
regularity as they did ten years since. There are phenomena in 
abundance, sufficient to satisfy the most exacting wonder hunter. 
The Spirit rap, the Spirit hand, the Spirit writing, to say nothing 
of other marvels occurring all around us, are enough to en
gage the attention of thoughtful Spiritualists, who are familiar 
with the facts but absolutely ignorant of the method by which 
they are produced.

It is not that phenomena have ceased. Nor is it that they 
who observe them are less numerous than of old. On the con
trary, for one man who had familiarised himself with these latter- 
day marvels ten years ago we believe that there are now ten ; 
and second-hand superficial acquaintance with what is roughly 
called Spiritualism has spread far and wide. Men talk of it 
everywhere, and displays curious knowledge of its more ordi
nary phenomena. It has made a home for itself in the lighter 
magazines, and tho columns of the daily papers are only too 
frequently occupied by some of its most unwelcome and repul
sive aspects. Men know of it by the hearing of the ear at any 
rate, if not by personal and practical experience. It is in their 
mouths, whether they regard it as an occasion for jeering at the 
folly of its professors, or as a sign of the times, or as a fact 
that yet waits for its explanation.

Yet with all this there is a lull in the production of new 
phenomena—even in the recurrence of the old. How is this ? 
Assuming the truth of the accepted theory of the Spiritualists 
that these phenomena are the work of Spirits who desire to 
reach and influence humanity, the outward and visible signs of 
a great Spiritual movement, it might be anticipated that, the 
minds of men having been aroused to attention, the supply of 
evidence would be forthcoming in increased quantity ; that the 
unseen agencies who seek to give us proof of disembodied or 
unembodied life, would hail tho opportunity to demonstrate 
their case, and would reiterate their proofs till conviction 
ensued. The antecedent improbability of such phenomena 
occurring has been to a great extent removed. They have 
occurred so long, so repeatedly,' in the presence of so many 
witnesses, under such unimpeachable conditions, that men, 
whose judgment is sound, are usually prepared to admit that, 
to say the least,' “ there is something in Spiritualism.” Here then 
is the grand opportunity. Why is it not utilised 1 Is there 
any reason apparent to us why there should be such a lull as we 
discern, instead of the steady supply of evidence that is so much 
needed ?

It would be idle to attempt to define the reasons that may 
influence Spirits in their actions among men. It would be 
accessary to go far back in the argument before we could lay 
reasonable grounds for such speculations. Many of our readers 
might possibly decline to follow us in any such theorising. They 
might allege that we have no sufficient evidence of any coherent 
plan on the part of Spirits ; and that if there be such an 
<>rganised plan fur the benefit of humanity, it is not a little 
curious that Spirits do not agree among themselves as to any of 

its principles or details. Others would, no doubt, allege that 
tho scientific method knows nothing of such speculations : that 
it concerns itself with facts, and with them alone, leaving even 
theories that seem to grow out of them till a time far ahead of 
the present, when the facts are established, demonstrated, 
reproduced, classified, and tabulated into something like order. 
Until that is done, so long as we cannot reproduce even a rap, or 
say how and why the simplest phenomenon does or does not 
occur, our work, they will say with much show of reason, lies in 
the realm of fact and not in the shadowy domain of Spirit.

If it be understood that this attitude is adopted towards 
Phenomenal Spiritualism, and that the subtler manifestations of 
spirit, whether in the body or out of the body, which do not 
present themselves as manifestions on the plane of matter, are 
excluded, this is sound sense. Leaving speculative inquiries 
alone, and accepting the attitude of our hypothetical interlocutor, 
let us ask whether there be anything in the inherent nature 
of the phenomena themselves, or in the practice of public 
mediumship, or in our own methods of investigation, or in the 
general attitude of opinion to Spiritualism, that may account 
for the lull of which we speak.

In the inherent nature of the phenomena there is nothing to 
make it impossible that they should be dealt with on scientific 
principles of investigation. They are susceptible, many of them, 
of verification by mechanical methods which preclude self
deception or fraud. They can be observed, classified, and their 
variations recorded. It is only when we come to attempt their 
reproduction that we need fail, and then simply because we have 
to reckon with an unseen and unknown agent over whom we 
have, and apparently can get, no control. So far as the 
phenomena are concerned there is no reason why they should not 
come under the laws of observation which human knowledge, i.e., 
Science, has found applicable to other investigations. Until the 
domain of mind and spirit in man is reached, so long as these 
phenomena occur in such a way as to impinge on our 
senses, or to leave their effects on our material surroundings, 
there is no'conceivable reason why they should not be investigated 
according to the strictest scientific methods. “ Science,” says 
Professor Williamson, F.R.S., in a very striking paper in the 
current number of the Contemporary Review on “Pyrrhonism 
in Science,” “ demands as a primary condition tho absolute 
verification of the alleged facts with which it lias to deal. ... If 
statements are made that appear to contradict the whole tenor 
of preceding observations, Science demands that such statements 
shall be supported by a weight of evidence that must increase in 
proportion to their improbability. Faith can have no place 
here. ”

In the inherent nature of the phenomena called Spiritual is 
there any reason why this method should not be applied ? We 
know of none, unless it be that we cannot command them at 
pleasure, and must, therefore, wait until they spontaneously 
occur. But various scientific investigations are beset with 
similar difficulties, and yet they have advanced conspicuously 
during late years, when Specialism has been somewhat of a 
hobby among men of science. It is true we have Mr. Crookes’s 
researches of inestimable value from this point of view. We 
have Professor Zollner’s work, the experimental part of which, 
as given in Mr. C. 0. Massey’s translation, is admirable. Some 
private investigators have given us, in the various magasim™ 
which deal with Spiritualism, sporadic records of their experi
ments, and one or two have classified the phenomena observed. 
The journals devoted to the subject contain various accounts, 
more or less valuable, of stances at which striking phenomena 
have been observed. But, when all is admitted, there remains 
the plain fact that little attempt at patient, consecutive investiga
tion, and really scientific arrangement of results, has yet been 
made. And even the existing records are rendered far less 
valuable than they otherwise would be by tendency to slipshod 
and inadequate observation, to enthusiastic and inaccurate 
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recording, and to the toleration of conditions wliich render 
anything approaching to trustworthy observation impracticable.

We leave out of view the family circle. To introduce there 
methods of observation suitable to rigid scientific analyses, 
would be as unwelcome as it would be undesirable and even 
impossible. Few private mediums are sufficiently developed to 
endure such testing of their powers, and sufficiently disinterested 
to sacrifice all to the conviction, possible, but by no means sure, of 
some scientific pyrrhonist. And even if the medium were fired by 
this ill-regulated zeal very few private circles would consent to 
riskjbyanysuchmetliodof procedure, the interruption of cherished 
and almost consecrated intercourse with those whom they, 
rightly or wrongly, believe to be their best friends, long mourned 
and now restored to them. This is not the place nor are these 
the fair materials for scientific investigation. The cross-examin
ation necessary to establish the claims of those who return there, 
to be what they pretend, would be as harrowing and repellant as 
the post mortem investigation into the cause of death, were 
friends expected to assist at it.

But we have mediums who have grown hardened by contact 
with generations of sceptics, and who devote their powers to the 
service of investigators. They are callous to tests; inured to 
suspicion and doubt; patient of what might easily be construed 
by a sensitive mind into insult; tolerant even of ropes and wires, 
and handcuffs. Why has no real system of investigation been 
carried out with one of these ?

A LITTLE CHILD’S MONUMENT.*

Perliaps there is no sorrow known to the human heart so 
exquisite in its pathos and purity as that which is occasioned by 
the death of little children. They are so helpless in tho cold 
hands of death, so ignorant of what the very name means, that 
we watch their guileless spirits depart in a keen agony lest they 
may be “ lonely ” as they wake into another life ; and no faith, 
however strong, can save the heart from being wrung at the 
thought that “perhaps everyone will seem strange to them.” 
“A Little Child’s Monument,” a small volume of most touching 
verse written by the Hon. Roden Noel, in memory of his son, 
will re-awaken sorrowful yet comforting thoughts in many a 
heart. The following lines are from “ The Lament ” :—

“ I would lie asleep, darling—
With thee lie asleep,
Unhearing the world weep, darling, 
Little children weep ;
O my little child.”

And these from “ O lead me where the lily blows —
“ Angels planted in my garden,

A vain pleasance of ill weeds, 
One white Lily, and the Warden, 

With sweet air from Heaven feeds. 
Ah ! one night my Lily died,

And I mourn him night and day,
* For the bosom of my Bride,’ 

The Lord saith, ‘ He was borne away.’
Then I wandered through the world 

To find the flower de luce I lost;
And my wings will ne’er be furled, 

Summer-poised or tempest-tost, 
Till my lily of the valley

Somewhen, somewhere my spirit find, 
In a sweet celestial alley,

Far from our lost human kind ; 
Ah ! my lily of the valley !

Lead me where the lily blows.
I would wear it in my life] 
Weary of world-soil and strife ;

Oh ! lead me where the lily blows.”
The little work is full of the tenderest passages, and of the 

most true-to-nature touches also. In “ Music and the Child,” 
we have an example of what we mean

“ Baby lies upon the bed,
And our hearts with him lie dead ; 
Baby lies with fair white blossom 
In his hair and hand and bosom.
******

And while we cower smitten low, 
By our baby boy’s death blow, 
Draws again the organ near, 
All! Baby never more may hear. ”

Should some consider such reading too pathetic, to many 
others Mr. Noel’s book will recall the holiest and sweetest, 
though perhaps the most sorrowful, experiences wliich this life 
has brought to pass for them. S.

* B/ the Hon. Boden Noel. Kogan Paul and Co., 1881.

THE DOCTRINE OF RE-INCARNATION.

At the Fortnightly Discussion Meeting of the British National 
Association of Spiritualists, held at 38, Great Russell-street, 
W.C., on Monday evening last, Miss Arundale gave an admirable 
address on the subject of Re-Incarnation.

Adverting to what she called the “ great theory of the present 
age—namely Evolution,” wliich she defined as “the theory of 
the physical development of all organised beings in the order 
of the complexity of their organs, from the lowest and simplest 
form of life to the human oiganism,” Miss Arundale suggested 
that this theory of Evolution is not limited to the physical but 
includes within its compass the development of the mental and 
moral nature of man. Proceeding yet further, she contended 
that it might fairly be inferred from analogy that the “ spirit ” 
of man also forms no exception to the same great law,and that— 
co-existent with matter and manifesting through matter—the 
spirit has a corresponding development with its physical 
exponent. Thus the theory of physical Evolution meant the 
development of organisation, while on the other hand spiritual 
Evolution meant the development of spirit through successive 
embodiments or incarnations. Re-Incarnation was, in fact, the 
culminating point of spiritual Evolution. Turning to history, 
to the traditions of the ancients, Miss Arundale cited abundant 
evidence that the idea of the plurality of earth existences for the 
spirit had been extremely prevalent—as she thought, almost 
universal; and she contended that in our own sacred writings 
(the Bible) there was much that would bo found confirmatory of 
the doctrine of Re-Incarnation :—

“ In the Old Testament there is no teaching on this subject, 
but this can hardly be considered as an objection, for likewise 
in the Old Testament there is no direct teaching of the doctrine 
of immortality. On the contrary, Moses, the great law-giver to 
the Jewish people, nowhere mentions a future life, but holds 
out temporal reward and punishment. It is not difficult to 
understand why this should be. Knowledge, religion, the human 
race itself is progressive, and the revelation of Moses was given 
to a primitive people. In the same manner the idea of the 
Divine as portrayed in the Old Testament was the only idea 
conceivable to a nation so completely in a state of infancy, but 
how inferior is it to the higher and more spiritual teachings of 
Jesus ! That the doctrine of Re-Incarnation was held by the 
Jews there is abundant proof ; it was this belief that made them 
say that ‘ Jesus was Elias or one of the prophets.1 Mark viii., 28. 
Jesus Himself, speaking of John the Baptist, said: ‘ If ye will 
receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.’ Matt xL, 14. 
And in another place, when His disciples asked Him, ‘ Why 
then say the scribes that Elias must first come ? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come and restore all 
things. But I say unto you that Elias is come already and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed.’ 
And in the following verse it is said, ‘ Then the disciples under
stood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.’ Matt 
xvii., 10-13. Again, the disciples meeting a man which was 
blind from his birth, asked Jesus, ‘Master, who did sin, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind ? ’ John ix., 2. Jesus 
expressed no surprise at their question, which was evidently 
founded on the idea of pre-existence. Herod, when he heard of 
Jesus, believed that it was John risen from the dead. The 
teachings of Jesus to the multitudes were principally confined to 
parables and moral lessons; to the disciples He often explained 
Himself more fully, but even to the disciples it is said ‘ that 
Ho could not tell them all things then, for they were 
not able to bear it,’ but that the Spirit should lead and 
guide them into all truth. Many of the Fathers of the early 
Christian Church negatived eternal punishment; St. Clement 
taught universal redemption, St. Gregory the same ; and in the 
present day there are many, and a gradually increasing number, 
who believe in the doctrine of universal progression. Most 
Spiritualists are prepared to believe that the future state of man 
is not irrevocably fixed at death. Doubtless the teachings from 
the other side of life have to be received with caution and con
sidered with deliberation, but where we find a widespread 
unanimity of doctrine we may at any rate receive it subject to 
the judgment of reason, and the perfectability of spirit is 
almost universally taught by the Spirits, however much they may 
differ as to the manner in which perfection is to be gained.’’

In thespirit teaching in this country Re-Incarnation admittedly 
held but a subordinate place, and the progressive development 
of spirit was relegated to the spheres of Spirit life ; but it was 
far otherwise amongst foreign Spiritualists. Tliis discrepancy 
was, the lecturer thought, easily accounted for by the fact that 
Spirits often held, for very long periods after passing into the 
other life, the same opinions that they had held in earth-life, 
and generally returned to those with whom they were most in 
sympathy. Adverting to the objections to the theory of Re
incarnation, she said that the two principal ones were “ The 
absence of memory of the fact,” and the question of identity:— 

“ With regard to memory we must notice that it is a faculty 

Digitized by Google



March 12, 1S81.] LIGHT. 75

dependent on physical organisation. It is a nervous process, 
gradually acquired by development, and common alike to the 
human race and the animal creation. We do not remember the 
early years of infancy, but that is no proof that we have not 
passed through them. The knowledge acquired in those years is 
remembered ; the details by which experience was gained are 
forgotten, but the experience remains, and in this form the 
memory of those years may be said to be retained. And is 
there not a trace that children possess this memory of experience, 
that they have what has been termed ‘ innate ideas,’ that which 
Plato speaks of as ‘ reminiscence ’ ? Far from being the blank 
that some have supposed, the child may indeed be called the 
* heir of all the ages. It is an eternal being that has already 
lived and has an existence before and after the present, which 
is only one link in the great chain of life; the past life is essen
tially contained in the present, although not as actual memory. 
It muit also be remembered that man is a triune being, 
consisting of body, soul, and spirit. Body and soul are intimately 
connected.; they constitute the outer man, and exist through 
the vitalizing power of the spirit. Spirit is the interior soul, and 
body the exterior. Man in his normal condition is unconscious 
of his spirit. The spirit may remember past lives, but has not 
the power to impress the outer man, except under peculiar 
conditions. The brain, as a physical organ, registers the 
experiences of earth-life, that are the means for the education 
of the spirit. Thus does spirit pass from life to life, each life 
adding its quota to the sum of its experience. I think that 
the recollection of past lives would be incompatible with free 
action in the present. The other objection is then often given, 
that where there is no memory there is no identity; but this 
objection has but slight weight, for if this were the case 
disease and decay of the body would be potent to change 
identity. Has the old man lost individuality or identity from 
the fact that his memory of past life has failed ? How often 
after severe illness has the patient entirely lost all recollection 
of the past! And in some instances this has been so much the 
case that even all knowledge previously acquired has been 
entirely obliterated. But individuality remained ; it is not a 
product of the memory, is not dependent upon, and in its 
essence has no connection with, it. The man has the same identity 
as the child, although the manifestations may differ widely ; and, 
indeed, which one of us, looking back say ten or twenty years, 
bnt must feel that a vast change has taken place in thought, 
feeling, and opinion ? The Ego is the same, but the mode of 
expression of that Ego truly has altered. In the same manner, 
in plurality of lives the personality of the man may change, 
but the identity of the spirit remains.”

As to those objectors who say that if earth-life is for expia
tion of faults committed in a previous existence, this expiation, 
to be profitable, must be conscious, Miss Arundale thought it 
might be answered that earth-life is not expiation, but pro
gression. The faults of one life will be corrected in the next, 
through the law of progress, as the spirit developes, in the same 
manner that the student passes from class to class, in each class 
conquering the appointed tasks and working through the 
experience gained in a previous stage. But how account on any 
of the usual theories for the great diversity of character and 
experience which we see around us 1—

“There cannot be two opinions on the subject of the moral 
and intellectual inequality of the human race. It is a fact patent 
to all. There are beings who possess such a small amount of 
intelligence that it is almost impossible, even with great culture, 
to elevate them to the level of those who have had no culture. 
There are also unfortunate creatures whose characters and 
dispositions are so debased that their lives are one long course 
of error from the cradle to the grave. It is useless to say that 
this depends on physical organisation, and is hereditary: we 
must search deeper for the reason. Although the nervous 
organisation may be inherited, and physical causes may modify 
and limit the manifestation of spirit, yet the developed organisa
tion is the means and not the cause of the developed action of 
spirit. It is not matter that forms the spirit, but spirit that 
manifests through matter. From the intimate connection of the 
two, spirit and matter, it will be evident that there can be no 
independence of action on either side—spirit always manifesting 
in accordance with the development of organisation and its 
ruling causes, race and age. The inequality that exists between 
a savage and a Newton is not due to the physical organisation 
alone, nor to the conditions of birth. To say that the savage 
needs but the like conditions to rise to the same elevation is 
contrary both to reason and knowledge, for however much the 
children of primitive nations are trained they never rise beyond 
a development in harmony with their race. Also, in the same 
familv, side by side, subject to the same educational conditions, 
are to be found children who from a very early age shew a 
marked difference both in morals and intellect. If this inequality 
in morals and intelligence does not proceed from the circum
stances that surround the child,shall we affirm that it proceeds from 
the essential quality of the spirit—that it has pleased the Supreme 
Intelligence to create some but ‘ little lower than the angels,’ 
and others with dispositions that render them only equal, if not 
inferior, to the brute creation ? No ! Notwithstanding what St. 
Paul may say on this subject there is, unless overshadowed by 

bigotry and creed, an innate sentiment of justice in the human 
mind that forbids the thought that Supreme Justice and Goodness 
should create some of HiB creatures endowed with knowledge and 
virtue, and leave others in ignorance and vice. What then is it 
that causes the minute particles of nitrogenous matter to 
develope so differently 1 In the theory of pre-existence the 
only satisfactory solution of this difficulty is to be found. If 
the spirits of men have already lived for a greater or lesser 
number of times on the earth, the fact that some are further 
advanced than others fully accounts for the inequality we see 
around us. How incomprehensible is the justice of God with
out this theory ! The premature death of children, vice 
triumphant and virtue Buffering, the unequal division of riches, 
the infirmities with which some are afflicted, idiocy and 
disease, the varied grades of civilisation, and the gifts of 
genius—all these problems of life, the why and the where
fore of which have so often shaken the faith of man in the 
goodness of the Creator, are explained, and life becomes no 
longer a vexed question between justice and chance. Each 
life is the outcome of a previous existence. Birth is not the 
commencement, nor death the end ; they only signify a change 
of manifestation. The spirit brings to each existence the 
degree of, development that it had previously acquired, and 
thus the justice of God works through His own immutable laws 
of evolution and progression. The great and good ones of the 
earth, those whose lives have been given for the good of 
humanity—who by their virtue, their knowledge, the self
sacrifice with which they have devoted themselves for the 
benefit of their fellows, have become the saviours of their race 
—are not beings more highly favoured by God than others. 
Those great souls, bo richly endowed with Divine love,have passed 
along the same great path of progress that we ourselves are 
passing. Have we not sometimes envied them 1 Has this life 
fulfilled the aspiration of the spirit 1 Have we not felt at times 
that we also possess latent powers that have as yet had no 
opportunity of development 1 Have we gathered all that earth
life can give ? If earth-existence is for the purpose of perfecting 
the spirit, one existence surely is not sufficient. It requires 
many, with the variety of conditions afforded. We cannot be 
complete without the development of trial. We may have with
stood the temptation of riches ; should we have been equally 
faithful in poverty 1 If humiliation left us unscathed, should 
we have been equally fortunate in the pride of power ?”

(To be continued.)

MB. TOWNS' MEDIUMSHIP.
To the Editor of “ Light. ”

Sir,—May I be permitted to say a few words with reference 
to Mr. Towns, for I think askance with him would interest many 
of your readers, and that those who wish to learn the real fact of 
the inter-communion between the two worlds could not do better 
than go to him to seek evidences, for I have never met with any 
one who gives closer tests as to relationships, and on business 
points I fancy he is unequalled : but if visitors go to him they 
had better not have any dark spot or he is likely to search it out. 
At various times I have met him at Spiritualistic gatherings (not 
stances), and he has always given me, most unsought and 
unexpectedly, names and tests of my friends on the other side, as 
well as of other matters yet farther from the usual ken of most 
of the clairvoyants I have met. This has given me an inclination 
to have a stance with him in my own home, and on Monday 
last that was arranged for me by Mrs. Tebb’s coming here 
to meet him, when we had a most interesting evening; 
and in the first instance, when entranced, he entered 
into the particulars of an event in Mrs. Tebb’s life of which 
even 1 had never heard a word, and which she said was true in 
every detail. He afterwards mentioned many of my relatives, 
by name and affinity, who were present, and most especially 
gave a very sweet account of a little grand-nephew of mine, who 
had passed into the Spirit world about a year and a half ago in 
Java, telling his pet name, and that he was crowning me with 
flowers, mentioning also a signal he was giving me, which I had 
felt for several days previously, but had not made inquiry as to 
whom it was from.

But my chief reason for writing is that I feel him to be such 
a very genuine man that he is an honour to the cause. His 
present address is 126, Liverpool Buildings, New Station-road, 
Highbury, and I do hope my testimony may lead many to seek 
him out, as it will assuredly be to their own advantage.

Believe me, yours sincerely,
20, Delamere-crescent, W. Georgiana Houghton.

March 6th, 1881.__________________________________

Free Trial Box of Charcoal Digestion Pills.
The new cure for Indigestion and its terrible train of Diseases. 
Biuous and LivER Complaints, Habitual Constipation, Piles, 
Rheumatism, Epilepsy, Worms and all affections of the Chest 
and Kidneys. Recipe for preparation and use of Pure Vegetable 
Charcoal, together with a trial box of Concentrated Charcoal 
Digestion Pills, sent free on application. Enclose Stamped 
Addressed Envelope to “ Manager, Medical Carbon Company. 
Nottingham.” Dr. Hassall says : “ Your Charcoal is pure, well 
carbonised, and being prepared with great care, is well adapted 
for medicinal purposes. ”—Advt.
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.
Report* of the proceedings of Spiritualist Societies in as succinct a form as 

possible, and authenticated by the signature of a responsible officer, are solicited 
for insertion in “ Light.” Members of private circles will also oblige by oon* 
tr{bating brief records of noteworthy occurrences at their stances.

The Editor cannot undertake the return of manuscripts unless the writers 
expressly request it at the time of forwarding, and enclose stamps for the return 
postage.

All communications should be addressed, “Editor of * Light,* 13, White- 
friars-street, London, E.U.”

'SUBSCRIPTION RATE8.
The Annual Subscription for “ Light,” post froe to any address within the 

United Kingdom, or to places comprised within the Postal Union, including all 
parts of Europe, the United States, and British North America, is 10s, lOd. per 
annum, paid in advance.

ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES.
Fire lines and under, 3s. One inch, 4b. fid. Half-column, £1. Whole 

column, £2 2s. Page, £4. A reduction made for a series of insertions.

Cheques and Port Office Orders may be made payable to Edwabd T. 
Rehmitt, at the Chief Office, London. Halfpenny Postage 8tamps reoeived for 

amounts under 10s.

NOTICE TO THE TRADE.
Light ” may be obtalnod of E. W. Allen, Ave Maria-lane, London, and 

of all Booksellers.

Subscribers whose subscriptions have expired will receive 
the last copy duo to them in a coloured wrapper, after 
which the paper will be discontinued unless the subscrip
tion Is renewed.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

If there be any wavering Spiritualists, it would be well that 
they should read Mr. Frederic Harrison’s paper in the 
Nineteenth Century on “The Creed of a Layman.” Mr. 
Frederic Harrison is, as every body knows, a Positivist, and his 
object is to shew that the system of Auguste Comte supplies 
all the defects in the old orthodoxies by substituting for their 
creeds the belief in Humanity. But there Mr. Harrison leaves 
a hiatue valdi dejlendus on his own account. We believe in 
Humanity too ; but it is not the cold, dead, abstract Humanity 
in which Mr. Harrison believes, and to which Dr. Congreve most 
incongruously prays every Sunday, at his ^School in Chapel
street. Our Humanity is the living humanity of those gone 
before ; and a belief in that does not cut us off from, but binds 
us more closely to, all that is best in existing religious systems. 
Spiritualism is, in fact, Religious Positivism.

With reference to the Church for Christian Spiritualists— 
or, as we believe they will be called, Christian Mystics—it is 
possible that we have been somewhat premature in naming the 
exact locality of such an institution; but we have the best 
authority for stating that the arrangements will shortly be 
completed. The clergyman in question has definitely 
decided on opening, and already a large and influential con
gregation have promised him their support. The organist, too— 
one of the most talented in London—is engaged in selecting his 
choir, so that all is making satisfactory progress; and even 
should the building we named not be the one eventually de - 
cided on (which we do not assert to be the case) the position of 
the church will be quite central. Public services will be at 11 
and 7, and will consist of the Church of England offices slightly 
modified and considerably abridged ; but there will also be 
numerous servioes of a more private nature during the week. 
Volunteers for the choir, or those otherwise interested in the 
scheme, may address the minister of the church, under cover to 
the editor of this paper, if they wish to do so ; but this will 
scarcely be necessary, as in all probability the definite announce
ment will appear in our advertisement columns very shortly.

A communication of some interest and importance was made 
at a recent meeting of a religious circle. The members were 
harmonious, the conditions declared to be good, and the medium 
was one who usually commands manifestations without delay. 
The devotional services having been concluded the Spirit voice 
was heard, but it was exceedingly faint, and evidently there was 
great difficulty in establishing rapport By the advice of the 
intelligence a double concentric circle was formed ; but even this 
change failed to make the conditions quite satisfactory, and the 
communicating Spirit was only able to add to a general expres
sion of approval his advice that the number of sitters should be 
limited. Even when all are devout believers, as was the case, 
and entirely sympathetic and harmonious, the size of the circle 
should bear proportion to the dimensions of the room. We 
mention this because we think it very likely that the non- 
observance of a rule thus sanctioned by common sense as well as 
convenience may form the rationale of many failures to obtain 
communications.

Miss Arundale’s address on Re-Incarnation, delivered before 
the members of the British National Association on Monday 
evening, was a very able defence of the doctrines which that 
lady has so earnestly espoused—so able, indeed, that tho 
Chairman, Mr. Desmond FitzGerald, deemed it prudent to 
caution the audience against allowing themselves to be carried 
away by her eloquence and forgetting the question whether 
the arguments adduced were sound and logical. But there was 
no need of this advice. In the brisk discussion which followed 
her positions were vigorously attacked, and almost as vigorously 
defended. But the balance of expressed opinion was evidently 
against the essayist We shall be glad to have the views of 
such of our readers as have given thoughtful attention to the 
subject.

Mr. Alexander Calder, who has for several years occupied the 
position of President of the British National Association of 
Spiritualists, is called away by important business to India and 
Ceylon, and has therefore temporarily severed his connection 
with the Association. It is a matter for congratulation, how
ever, that in doing so he gives the assurance of his unabated 
interest in its work, of his continued sympathy and help, and 
of his hope to rejoin the Association when he comes baok to 
England. By his courtesy, urbanity, and liberality Mr. Calder 
has won the very high esteem of his co-workers, who will all 
accord him their best wishes on his journey, and a hearty 
welcome on his return. Mr. Calder will start very shortly, and 
will be absent, in all probability, for six or eight months.

We are requested by the founder of the Guild of the Holy 
Spirit to say that he is in some little difficulty as to the admis
sion of persons to those meetings of the Guild at which others 
than members are present. The attendance is sometimes in 
excess of the accommodation at the oratory. He is, however, 
most desirous that all earnest Spiritualists should have the 
opportunity of being present and seeing what is done, should 
they desire to do bo; and the regular members of the Guild 
would in many cases be ready to forego their own attendance in 
favour of visitors. The founder would, therefore, be greatly 
obliged if those who desire to be present would communicate 
with him beforehand, allowing sufficient time for him to send a 
reply. Members of the Guild now sit at home in very many 
places at remote distances, as nearly as possible at the time 
when the meetings are being held in London; and on Saturday 
last a lady who had never been at the room before, but had 
seen it in vision, called there, and was quite struck with the 
minuteness with which the place had been clairvoyantly presented 
to her mind. She had forgotten for the moment that there was, 
so to say, a room within a room, until she came to the place and 
the sight of it recalled this peculiarity to her remembrance.

A conversazione will be held at 38, Great Russell-street, on 
the evening of Thursday, March 31st, the anniversary of Modem 
Spiritualism, when the Soiree Committee hope to present an 
unusually attractive programme. Particulars will be given in 
future issues of “ Light ; ” but we mention the day now, that 
our friends may be able to keep themselves free from other 
engagements.

Astrology.—It appears that among the signs of the times 
which Bhew that 1881 is of necessity a more fateful year than 
any which has been known for ages, the most significant is to be 
found in the aspect which will be presented by the planets next 
month. Visible to the naked eye even now is the daily 
approaching conjunction of the three most important of the 
planets—Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn. Next month, though 
not visible, this conjunction will be closer than ever ; and we 
are told that the malignant influence of Saturn upon the other 
two planets—but more especially upon Jupiter—is such as to 
strike those who look to the stars for their guidance with 
absolute terror. Jupiter and Saturn will almost touch—a thing 
unprecedented, and full of evil foreboding to kings, rulers, 
generals, and all in authority. If we mistake not there is also 
a fourth planet concerned in the mischief—Uranus, to wit—but 
whether he is admitted to have any influence upon mortal affairs 
is doubtful. . . . Besides the sinister conjunctions spoken of, 
we have to fear much from a close approximation of Mars and 
Mercury, indicating revolutions and turbulence among the 
dangerous classes. It would not so much matter were these 
things written in the stars alone, for we have endured that evil 
before, and might, perchance, bear it again ; but the mischief is 
that, astrology or no astrology, they are actually happening upon 
the earth.—Arentnj Standard.

Digitized by kjOOQie



Maroh 12,1881.] LIGHT, 77

CONSCIOUSNESS UNDER ANAESTHETICS.

Of a truth great is the power of fad. So great that there is 
but one power greater—the mind, to wit, that sees the fad. At 
a time when Dr. Wyld and the Theosophists are appealing to 
the phenomena of eonsciousness observed by those under the 
influence of anaesthetics in support of their philosophy, it may 
not be unprofitable to note that another philosopher has drawn 
from similar facts conclusions which are not those of Dr. Wyld 
and the Theosophists. They believe that when the avenues of 
the external senses are closed by the inhalation of nitrous oxide 
and the like, the inner body—or, as they term it, Soul—-in which 
consciousness and will actually inhere, seeming only to inhere 
in this visible body, is released from its fleshly prison, and may 
even stand outside it, and perceive, together with many other 
things, how the deserted body fares; and they appeal to a certain 
observed exaltation and difference of consciousness in support of 
their view.

Mr. Herbert Spencer, in Mind, for October, 1878, gives a 
description, furnished to him by a patient, of his sensations under1 
chloroform, and draws from the described phenomena corrobora
tion of his theory of the genesis of consciousness set forth in the 
“ Principles of Psychology.” The description, which is written 
in glowing and picturesque, if somewhat vague language, is much 
too long to quote here in full; it runs somewhat to the following 
effect:—With the complete closure of the external senses, the 
patient losee all recognition of the external world ; he is aware 
only, and that dimly, of a certain distinction into parts within the 
body. He retains, at first, an exaggerated and painful conscious
ness of the movements of his lungs, and of a “chaotic roaring ” 
in the brain, and of “innumerable drums” beating in his ear. 
These latter sensations—due, apparently, to the pulse of the 
arteries supplying the head—remain when the commotion in the 
lungs has ceased. Hethen feels only—but with a terrific concen
tration and hyperbole of feeling—the throbbing of his heart, and 
the “huge thudding” at his ears. At length, this too fades 
away, and in the stage immediately preceding complete annihila
tion he remains, without limbs or parts, or consciousness of self, 
simply an all too conscious heart that beats with burning energy 
against the walls of the prisoned dark. In the return to 
sentiency he is aware, at first, only of self, and of something 
which is not self, over against it, and causing the consciousness 
of self to be one “ massive, pulsating pain.” Then in a further 
stage of enlightenment the pain gets itself defined and localised 
“ up on the right,” and he begins to know “ other parts ” by the 
foaling of resistance to the overagainstness. Thence by quick 
degrees he comes to the full light of self-knowledge.

Mr. Herbert Spencer sees in this disintegration and reinteg
ration of consciousness, what the anatomist sees in the develop
ment of the embryo, but reversed. We begin with the complex 
organism, and we strip it, one by one, in strict historical 
sequence, of the aftergrowths from time to time grafted on to 
it by the changing environment during its long life-progress, 
until we reach at length the primordial germ of sentiency—the 
knowing that I am I, only by the simple, vague contrast with the 
outer dark that is not I. The history of consciousness, in this 
view, is the history of an organic development; it is a process 
of evolution, where feelings, and not tissues, are the factors. But 
Mr. Spencer’s summary will bear quoting in extenso.

“ It is significant that impressions from the special senses, 
ceasing early, leave behind as the last impression derived from 
without, the sense of outer force conceived as opposed by inner 
resistance : for this we saw to be the primordial element of 
consciousness. (Principles of Psychology, § 347.) Again, the 
fact that the consciousness of external space disappeared simul
taneously with the consciousness of external force, answers to the 
conclusion drawn that space-ideas are built out of experiences of 
resistant positions, the relations among which are measured by 
sensations of muscular effort. (§ § 343, 348) Further, there is 
meaning in the fact that a vague sense of relative position 
within the body survived : since we concluded that by mutual 
exploration, there is gained that knowledge of the 
relations among the parts of the body which gives measures 
through which the developed knowledge of surrounding space is 
reached (§ § 344,345). Once more we get evidence that the Ego 
admits of being progressively shorn of its higher components, 
until, finally, the sensations produced by the beating of the 
heart remain alone to constitute the conscious self; shew
ing in the first place that the conscious self at any moment 
is really compounded of all the states of consciousness, 
presentative and representative, then existing (§ 219), and 
shewing, in the second place, that it admits of being simplified 
as far as to lose most of the elements composing the conscious
ness of corporeal existence. Whence it is inferable that self- 
consciousness begins as a mere rudiment consisting of present 

sensations, without past or future. Lastly, we have the striking 
testimony that there exists a kind of consciousness lower than 
that which the lowest kind of thought shews us. The simplest 
intellectual act implies the knowing something as such or such— 
implies the consciousness of it as like something previously 
experienced, or, otherwise, as belonging to a certain class of 
experiences. But we here get evidence of a stage so low, that a 
received impression remains in consciousness unclassed ; there is 
a passive reception of it, and an absence of the activity required 
to know it as such or such.” (op. lit., p. 558).

Now, of course, it is by no means clear that these two points 
of view are opposed. The evolution of consciousness pan passu 
with the evolution of cell and tissue, and its occasional degrada
tion into its constituent elements—seeing that neither Dr. Wyld 
nor Mr. Spencer can any the more explain what consciousness 
is—may be compatible with the supposition that consciousness 
inheres in an inner body, which is not the body that we see, 
and can occasionally be separated from that body as an indis
soluble whole—and as something more than the whole which 
we at present know. It is noticeable that Dr. Wyld’s patients 
appear to have been under the influence of laughing-gas, but 
that Mr. Spencer’s subject had inhaled chloroform, and it is 
possible that different anaesthetics operate in diverse modes; and 
there may be a double mind, as the Theosophists think there is a 
double body, the one to be taken to pieces by chloroform, like 
a child’s puzzle, the other to be set free by similar agents as an 
organic and indissoluble whole. But, at least, if neither theory 
is to be oonfuted, or summarily thrust aside, some process of 
reconcilation is needed. Meanwhile, Magna est veritas, d 
prcevalebit.

Frank Podmore. 
London, March 6th, 1881.

SOME FACTS IN REGARD TO EAPPINGS.

After a lapse of many years, Mr. Irving Bishop has renewed 
the attack which now 25 years ago was fiercely sustained in the 
United States against the truth of the actual occurrence of Spirit 
rappings. The favourite theory,and one which has found counten
ance in the present day, is the knuckle-joint theory. The sounds, 
according to this hypothesis, are produced by the medium by 
means of the toeB and ankle joint cartilages, which are rubbed 
together and produce the cracking sound all are familiar with 
whenever a sprain or unusual strain is put upon a joint. I need 
hardly add that this explanation has found great favour with the 
sceptical public. A few facts which have occurred in my presence 
and in that of some friends who examined into those rapping 
manifestations, I think may tend to disprove this notion. In 
my presence, in clear daylight, I have frequently heard raps and 
felt the vibration on the pane of a plate glass window. The 
sounds of loud raps have a hundred times been heard by me 
on the panels of a door, both in my own house and in the 
houses of friends ; abreast of the medium or occasionally higher 
than the head. On one occasion, Lord --------- had a piece
of thin plank screwed into a stand or iron frame used for photo
graphic purposes, quite four feet off the ground. On this piece 
of plank rappings were heard ; clear, sonorous, and in a clear 
light, in the presence of the host and others. I have heard 
raps loudly audible emanating from the surface of a basin of water; 
overhead on the ceiling of the room ; on many occasions against 
the book shelf in my library, a distance of ten to twelve feet 
from the medium. Mr. W. Crookes, anxious to satisfy him
self of the impossibility of self-deception, induced Mrs. Jencken, 
then Miss Kate Fox, to place herself in a swing attached to a 
cross-beam in his children’s playroom, raised three to four feet 
off the ground, and loud raps were heard on the floor beneath, 
the boarding of the floor slightly vibrating. Another gentleman, 
Mr. H. C. Pennell, whose scepticism appeared all but uncon
querable, induced Mrs. Jencken to submit to a test. He intro
duced her into a room he had hired for the purpose, and 
induced her to stand on four tumblers ; rappings 
loud and "continuous rewarded his perseverance. The hundred 
and one tests to which the Fox girls were submitted in the early 
days of the inquiry are matters of record ; but, I may mention 
that loud rappings happened whilst Katie Fox, then a mere 
child, lay asleep in the lap of Mrs. Florence Greely, both the 
surroundings and positions of the child rendering deception 
impossible. The genuineness of these manifestations was 
admitted by the American Committee of Investigation ; and the 
report of that committee, subscribed by Dr. McDowell, of St. 
Louis, and other medical men of St. Louis, gave at the time an 
immense impulse to the belief in .Spiritualism.

Whatever may have taken place since, the fact remains that
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the Rochester knockings, as they were termed, became accepted 
as proved beyond doubt, as actually occurring without the aid of 
the toe or knee joints. I will not weary you with an account of 
the painstaking care with which these investigations were carried 
on. Every appliance science could call to the aid of the medical 
staff who took part in the inquiry was resorted to, not omitting 
the stethoscope and the isolating chair. All these matters are 
recorded in the report of the Investigating Committee, and may 
be easily referred to. Nor will I further detail instances that I 
have personally experienced, but I submit that the occurrence 
of knockings under the circumstances as stated by me, if 
explained by the “knuckle-joint theory,” are far more inex
plicable than if accounted for by the theory of the action of 
unseen beings, who avail themselves of the ability to use the 
mysterious power of a medium to communicate to men in the 
flesh by means of rapping telegraphy.

H. D. Jencken. 
7th March, 1881.

EXPERIMENTS IN THOUGHT BEADING.
To the Editor of “ Light/’

Sir,—Your correspondent, “ G. F. G.,” began with rather a 
difficult experiment, for a first trial, in selecting a card out of a 
pack, to be named by the person who went out of the room ; but 
if he will persevere he will find, after a few evenings’ practice, 
that the failures will be the exception. In’my lecture on this 
subject I gave a pretty full and detailed account of a long series 
of experiments, which occupied two or three evenings a week for 
four or five months, pointing out the best mode of proceeding, 
and describing—as well as I could get at it—the precise mental 
process that takes place in the mind of the “guesser,” by 
attending to which he is able to make answer with very little 
doubt as to the correctness of his reply. But, of course, a news
paper report could only give one or two of the more prominent 
facts, without describing the precise method by which they were 
obtained. However, your correspondent, and those who will 
try the thing for themselves, should begin by selecting objects 
in the room, which are to be named by the persons who leave 
the room while the selection is being made; and then take 
names of towns in England, foreign countries and their 
capitals, &c., proceeding afterwards to the more difficult task 
of naming cards and repeating sentences in various languages, 
totally unknown to those who are required to utter the words.

Buxton. A. M. Creery.

To the Editor of “ Light.”
Sir,—Your correspondent “ G. F. G.,” gives as the result of 

his first experiment in thought-reading, two correct answers out 
of eight, and concludes with the observation that “ possibly 
better and more conclusive results might be obtained with a 
mesmeric sensitive.” I have had some experience with 
“ mesmeric sensitives ” in clairvoyance, the results being highly 
satisfactory and conclusive. For instance, I have seen 
Horatio Eddy, when securely blindfolded, describe photographs 
of persons, and delineate the character as well, and also describe 
objects that were held before him. The most perfect experi
ment of the kind, however, was with Mrs. Jennie Potter, a pro
fessional medium, residing in Boston, U.S.A. At a materialising 
stance, a Spirit, John King, standing in the room in good light, 
told us he wished us to remain after they “had got through,” 
as further experiments were to be made. Accordingly, when the 
Spirits had all appeared and disappeared, Mrs. Potter, who was 
one of the company, was controlled by her guide, Alice, and 
requested each person to write on paper a sentence, and place it 
in an envelope. The necessary writing materials being provided, 
we each wrote a sentence with a pencil, unknown to one 
another, and securing it in an envelope, placed it on the table, 
where they all lay in an indiscriminate heap. The medium now 
drew up to the table, and speaking under the influence of 
“Alice,” engaged in a little conversation with the company. 
She then took the envelopes, one by one, and placing them on 
her forehead, read their contents in a slow manner, but without 
any hesitation, and each person admitted the correctness thereof. 
Here, then, was an experiment that certainly had no element 
of guess-work in it,—very different to the thought-reading 
experiment, where success only resulted twice out of eight trials.

In the experiments of which I have given an account, the 
operators were “mesmeric sensitives” or mediums, and the 
effects produced were admittedly the work of outside intelligent 
personalities, the one being a certain “ French Mary,” and the

other “Alice.” Is thought-reading an imperfect form of the 
same kind of clairvoyance, or is there clairvoyance proper—a 
latent faculty of the soul ? For my own part I am inclined to 
think that all results of a clairvoyant character are due to the 
action of outside intelligences, and I have never witnessed any
thing to lead me to hold a contrary opinion.

I have just received a letter from Mrs. Julia M. Carpenter, 
a well-known American medium, and who obtains results of the 
character I have described. Deeming Mrs. Carpenter’s letter of 
interest and apropos to the subject of this communication, I 
subjoin a copiouB extract from the same. I must premise by 
saying that Mrs. Carpenter’s husband is a very successful 
exhibitor of mesmeric phenomena in public, and that at the 
time of writing they were at New York. Mrs. Carpenter says :—

“ Our success here has been very flattering in every respect. 
Nearly all the prominent physicians here have taken instructions 
in methods of operating from Mr. C., and mesmerism has become 
quite the fashion here. Half a dozen doctors have begun to 
use it on their patients as an anaesthetic with most excellent 
results. Among those most enthusiastic are Dr. George H. 
Board, and Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, both of whom are known 
to you, I think. Dr. Beard, who has always stoutly denied the 
fact of clairvoyance, and declared it to be fraud and 
humbug, has now become very modest, since through my 
humble self he lias received absolute demonstration of the power. 
We have met Dr. Gunn, whom possibly you may remember as 
Dr. Tanner’s physician during his fast, and like him very much. 
I have attended for the first time a circle given by the Eddys. 
You may remember that I am very sceptical in the matter of 
materialisation, but I am very positive that I saw a dear old 
friend, Uncle Thomas Haskell, of West Gloucester, at the Eddy 
stance. There is an excellent ‘ slate writer ’ here, a Mr. 
Phillips, through whom I received messages written upon slates 
which I bought on my way to visit the medium, and they were not 
out of my hands until the message was written.”

“Julia M. Carpenter.”
The Drs. Beard and Hammond referred to are physicians 

of repute, and have made themselves notorious by their 
opposition to everything Spiritual. Mr. Sargent, in his 
“ Scientific Basis,” says of them : “ There are grave doctors of 
medicine, such as Richet, Hammond, and Beard, who declare 
persistently, through the Popular Science Monthly, one, that no 
well-demonstrated fact has ever permitted us to conclude that 
such a thing as double sight or clairvoyance exists ; the other, 
two, that there never was a case of clairvoyance in the world’s 
history.” Now that they have had evidence of the fact it is to 
be hoped they will have the manliness to “ own up.”

I remain, yours truly, 
Robert Cooper.

Eastbourne, March 6th.

AMERICAN ITEMS.
From our American contemporary, the Banner of Light, we 

learn that Mrs. C. L. V. Richmond is holding very successful 
meetings in Chicago. Those held on Sunday mornings take 
place in the parlours of a friend of the cause, the evening 
meetings being at Fairbank Hall, where large and appreciative 
audiences assemble at all the services. An increased interest 
in Spiritualism is stated to have been manifested in Chicago as a 
result of Mrs. Richmond’s labours.

The same journal also states that “A number of Spiritualists 
in St. Louis, Mo., have joined in an organisation to be known as 
the ‘ Harmonial Mutual Benefit Society,’ the object of which 
is to render aid to its members, whether in health or sickness, 
and to forward, by lectures, stances, Ac., the investigation and 
propagation of the Spiritual philosophy and phenomena in all 
their purity.”

Miss Lottie Fowler, the American clairvoyante, who practised 
here so successfully some years since, is, we learn from the 
Norwich (U.S.) Bulletin, at present in that city.

THE TOMB AND. THE ROSE.
(Translation from a short poem of Victor Hugos, “ Voices of 

the Within.”)
The Tomb thus on the Rose did call,—

“ The tears of morn that o’er thee fall
What dost thou with them ? Flower of Love !” 

The Rose thus also asked the Tomb—
“ What dost thou, in thy dismal womb,

With the fair prey that fills the grave ?”
“ Oh I sombre Tomb !” the Rose replied,
‘1 The dews that in my chalice hide,

I turn to sweet perfumery. ”
The Tomb rejoined—“Ah ! plaintive flower !
The beauteous souls that I devour

I render angels, in the sky !” J. p.
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MATERIAL CONDITIONS OF SPIRITUAL 
MANIFESTATIONS.

From the earliest times and in all countries some degree of 
what has been called asceticism has been connected with 
spiritual development. “Fasting and prayer” have gone 
together in the East and in the West. The Brahmins, the 
Egyptians,the Pythagoreans, the Hebrew Prophets, and the early 
Christians alike abstained from the indulgences of diet and drink 
—from “the fleshly lusts that war against the soul.” The 
hermits of the desert lived on wheat or barley or pulse, probably 
lentils, and drank water. The founders of all the religious 
orders kept perpetual Lent. When disorders arose and monks 
ate flesh and drank wine, reformers came who, like St. Theresa, 
restored the original rules of temperance and abstinence.

We have at this day a distinct movement in the same direc
tion in connection with Spiritual manifestations. Mediums are 
impressed or instructed by their guides to observe a pure diet and 
abstinence from intoxicants and narcotics, as a needful condition 
of the higher forms of manifestation. The best medium I know 
has not eaten flesh for forty years, seldom takes wine and never 
tea or coffee. I know a good physical medium in America whom 
the Spirits tried to break of a bad habit of Bmok ing tobacco. They 
had a serious fight over it. One day he said, “ If you will take 
my cigar out of my mouth, I will leave off smoking.” The 
cigar was suddenly pulled from his lips and went from him and 
out of his sight. But it is hard to break off such habits. He 
persisted in using tobacco and drink until his medial power was 
taken from him.

One of the best mediums I have ever known for many forms 
of manifestations went through a serious training by his Spirit 
guides to break up bad habits, purify his life, and fit him for his 
mission. He was young, with a voracious appetite, which 
undermined his health. He was required to abstain from flesh, 
tea, coffee, tobacco, and to be very moderate in the use of 
butter, milk, and salt—the three last for special reasons, con
nected with tho condition of liver, kidneys, and skih. When he 
was disposed to break over the rule loud knocks on the table at 
which he was eating warned him to desist. If he still persisted 
the table would rise in opposition, and sometimes the direct 
voice of his guide would warn him against breaking the rules. 
He came to good health, and had marvellous manifestations.

Tobacco was one of his most subtle temptations, as it is to so 
many. Once, at sea, the conditions and companionship of the 
voyage seduced him to smoke a cigar. In his next stance on shore 
he was well punished. He was thrown senseless on the floor and 
a large piece of a cigar thrust into his mouth, so that he became 
disgusted and nauseated. I do not think he has touched tobacco 
since.

It seems reasonable to me that the higher orders of Spirits 
should require in those whom they wish to penetrate, influence, 
and make use of for the benefit of others, a physical purity akin 
to their own. Gross eating, animalism, intoxication, diseasing 
habits and vices must be unfavourable to the higher spiritual in
fluences. It does not, therefore, surprise me to find that the most 
interior circles should have a rule which may be called ascetic, and 
to which many are unwilling to conform; but I am also not sur
prised to find that those who will purify their lives by conformity 
to such a rule are abundantly rewarded by a higher health, 
more equable nervous power, and higher forms of Spiritual mani
festations. I knew, many years ago, a man of admirable gifts, 
and a warm good heart, who brought himself into serious and 
painful disease, and to an early death, by his indulgence in food 
and wine. It was, no doubt, in a considerable degree the fault 
of his progenitors. It is hard to resist ancestral habits and pre
sent associations. Now he often comes to me, and is one of my 
most earnest exhorters to perseveance in habits quite the reverse 
of his own. He tells me that he is still suffering for his faults— 
not, as I understand, in the way of arbitrary punishment, but as 
an inevitable consequence of violated law. It is but reasonable 
to believe that those habits and practices which debase and 
disease us here, may affect us in the future life, we know not 
how long. AVe cannot expect that a man who dies in a 
drunken debauch wakes up the next instant a glorified Spirit, 
in a state of angelic purity and bliss unspeakable. 
Sudden changes are not in the order of nature, and the 
Catholic doctrine of Purgatory is consonant with experience. 
In thiB life, where the will is changed, habits are not 
quickly conquored, and the consequences of vicious indul
gences are slowly overcome. No doubt there arc what seem 
rapid changes, sudden cures, in this life ; and in the life to come, 

where the central will is pure and good, we may hope that 
earthly contaminations will soon be washed away—but the law 
remains. Suffering is the penalty of sin. It is better to do 
right than wrong.

To those who desire high spiritual communion, spiritual 
gifts, and the manifestations of, and communications from, high 
and pure intelligences, I cannot doubt that great purity of the 
physical life is an important condition. Brain and nerves come 
nearest to the Spirit life, and it is probable that the finer, more 
ethereal brain and nerve matter is used for Spirit manifestations. 
Spirits seem to gather and use the human nerve element. If 
I sit quite passive, my force seems to be used by the medium or 
with that of the medium, in speaking or writing, but if I begin 
to use my brain force in following out some train of thought, 
the communication is suspended. I have observed this a 
hundred times, and can always stop a writing medium, for 
example, by using up the brain power myself. Is it not reason
able to believe that if I had injured that brain element by gross 
feeding, or some narcotic poison or intoxicant, a Spirit would 
find a difficulty in using it 1 Is it not probable that such food 
as will make the purest blood, and, therefore, the purest nervo 
matter, will afford the best conditions for my own spirit, and for 
communication with Spirits no longer in the flesh ?

Thus Spiritualism not only teaches, but for its highest develop
ment demands, the highest morality and the greatest purity of 
life. Moral purity rests upon physical purity. That cleanliness 
is akin to godliness has passed into a proverb. That intoxica
tion, in all its degrees, and by whatever means, excites and 
distorts the mental and moral faculties, is a matter of observation. 
Even the athlete, the marksman, the mechanician, the surgeon, 
knows that his brain is clearer and his nerves steadier when he 
abstains not only from alcohol, but from tea, coffee, and tobacco. 
Can it be doubted that the purity of our own spirits prepares 
us for communion with the purest and highest Spirits which 
have gone before us to that Spirit world which we are so rapidly 
nearing ?

It seems to me an entirely reasonable belief, and it is the 
teaching of the purest Spirits I know, that purity of life best fits 
ub for communion with, and enjoyment of, the world of Spirits.

T.L.N., M.D.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY FOR SPIRITUALISM.
To the Editor of “Light.”

Sib,—Will you allow me, through the columns of your 
journal, to make an appeal in behalf of Spiritualism in the 
coming trial of Mrs. Fletcher I Let me be understood. I do 
not write as her defender ; I do not enter on the merits of the 
case ; and I distinctly see that the public opinion of Spiritualists 
must and ought conscientiously to bo formed at the time when 
the evidence for the defence as well as the prosecution comes 
clearly forward.

I have not been altogether an idle Spiritualist, and have 
availed myself of more than one opportunity of speaking and 
writing in behalf of the general phenomena, and also of the 
higher truths with regard to which, and quite independently, I 
have of. late found much in common with the Fletchers. I have 
had many opportunities of becoming acquainted, not only with 
their ideas, but their characters, not open to the general circle 
of their friends, the results of which may one day be made known 
in the course of work to come. Those who know me are well 
aware that, although I am a medium and, therefore, sensitive to 
surroundings, I am a somewhat critical reviewer of everything 
that comes under my observation, holding it as I do to be the 
duty of every Spiritualist to act and think according to his own 
conscience, and to claim the inalienable right to judge dispas
sionately, justly, and calmly of everything with which he comes 
in contact.

What my estimate of Mrs. Fletcher’s character may be is, 
however, of no moment at the present time ; I only wish to point 
out one or two facts in connection with this case, and then to 
appeal to your readers in behalf of our cause, which so many of 
them think is being dragged in the dust. If so, they can rescue it.

First, then, I would point out that Mrs. Fletcher returned 
to England, knowing she was going to be arrested. She came— 
this I have heard from an independent source—at the risk of her 
life. In Boston Bhe had been very ill, and had begun to spit 
blood, and on several occasions she fainted from exhaustion and 
emotion.

Secondly, she came with the idea of obtaining a fair hearing, 
while so far little more than one side has been listened to.

Thirdly, had Mrs. Fletcher been a Baptist, or an Irvingite, 
and not a Spiritualist, a civil suit is the utmost that could have 
been brought against her. To put it in another way, public opinion 
would not for a moment tolerate the flagrant injustice of putting 
any man in prison in a case like this, because he had a particular 
religious belief,—even though ho obtained his living by it,—and 
even though he had written one or two foolishly enthusiastic 
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letters to friends in the ardour of a long private correspondence. 
This touches us all. Although not professional mediums we may, 
if we are Spiritualists, get into trouble for receiving anything, 
no matter upon what grounds, because of 1 ‘ undue influences ” 
or “fraudulent representations.” That we are not thus in
volved is perhaps due to no special virtues of our own. The 
world “ does not believe in Spirits,” and we get very much pro
voked with it because of its scepticism, a scepticism which influ
ences law and public opinion against the best mediums, and 
which, till it is overcome, will always be taken advantage of 
by the public or private foe of the medium, and drag him and 
the cause with it through a fire.

What is to prevent our shaking this scepticism to its 
foundations 1 Nothing ; except that the journals of tho day 
will not lend their columns to the truth, and most persons judge 
of Spiritualism from their pages. But they will print evidence 
in a public trial, and we have at last, owing to the apparently 
disastrous fact of a well-known medium being arrested and tried 
on a criminal charge, a chance of being fully heard. No matter 
what Spiritualists think of Mrs. Fletcher’s friendship with Mrs. 
Hart-Davies, no matter what the law decides. let them use this 
occasion in their own interest. The court-room willbe a thousand 
times better than any lecture-hall, and the Press will be at our 
service. If Spiritualists will take advantage of this somewhat 
marked opportunity which has been given them, Mother 
Shipton’s prophecy that the world will come to an end—the old 
world of materialism and materialistic religion that is—nmy 
come true after all. The best slate-writing would not accomplish 
this ; clairvoyance and Spirit-materialisation will. The public 
interest would be enormous and a great pressure on us removed.

Is there esprit de corps enough among Spiritualists to muster 
a hundred clear-headed witnesses, and do the work once for all ? 
If so, this year will be a marked one for our cause.

I remain, Sir, yours faithfully,
25, Torrington-square, Susan E. Gay.

March 5th.

BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
A meeting of the Council of this Association was held at 38, 

Great Russell-street, on Tuesday evening last, Mr. E. Dawson 
Rogers, one of the vice-presidente, in the chair. The other 
members present were :—Mrs. FitzGerald, Miss Withall, Miss 
Houghton, Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald, Mr. E. T. Bennett, Mr. 
R. Pearce, Mr. • M. Theobald, and Mr. C. Reimers.

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. S. C. Hall, acknowledg
ing the vote of condolence passed by the Council on the decease of 
Mrs. Hall, and the letter was ordered to be entered on the minutes.

The Secretary reported the reception from Mr. Farmer of 
two copies of his work, “ Spiritualism as a New Basis of Belief,” 
and from Mr. Fahrig, of Southampton, of a set of his new 
copying apparatus, and a vote of thanks was passed to the donors.

One resignation of membership was accepted, and three new 
members were elected.

An engrossed copy of the memorial to the Home Secretary in 
favour of an alteration of the law as affecting mediums was 
brought up by the General Purposes Committee; and it was 
resolved that the President be requested to sign it on behalf of 
theCouncil,andthat it be then forwarded to the Home Secretary.

The Soirde Committee reported that arrangements were in 
satisfactory progress for a conversazione to be held at 38, Great 
Russell-street, on Thursday, March 31st, the anniversary of 
Modern Spiritualism.

The Chairman said it was with very deep regret that he had 
now to announce the reception of a letter from their esteemed 
President, Mr. Calder, temporarily severing his connection with 
the Association. Urgent business would necessitate Mr. Calder’s 
almost immediate departure for India and Ceylon ; and as he 
would be away from this country for six months at the very 
least, and possibly for a longer time, he asked to be relieved of 
the care and responsibility incident to his connection with the 
Association. However much the Council must regret it, they 
had no alternative but to accept his resignation.

Mr. Theobald said he had had some chat with Mr. Calder, 
who assured him of his continued warm attachment to the 
Association, and his hope to rejoin them on his return to this 
country. There was now so much cohesion amongst the 
members that he (Mr. Theobald) was satisfied they would 
remain firmly united until they had the pleasure of welcoming 
Mr. Calder on his return to this country.

Mr. FitzGerald said that the Association would continue 
to regard Mr. Calder as really their president still, and would 
look forward with pleasure to his reappearance amongst them.

A resolution was then adopted accepting Mr. Calder’s 
resignation with regret, thanking him very cordially for his 
long-continued and valuable services, wishing him a safe and 
prosperous journey, and assuring him of a hearty welcome on 
his return. _________________________

DALSTON.
On Thursday evening, the 3rd inst., the adjourned tenth 

annual meeting of the Dalston Association was held at their 
rooms, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, at 8 p.m., the 
President in the chair. Tho report shewed that the Association 
is in a satisfactory condition financially, being free from debt 
and having a balance in hand. Among those elected as life 
members during the past year are :—Mr. James Mylne, India ;

Signor Damiani, Naples; Mr. E. B. Florence, Mr. James Smyth, 
and Mr. A. T. T. Peterson, all of London. The register of 
members shews a satisfactory increase over the return at the 
previous annual meeting. The report referred to the memorial 
to be presented to the Home Secretary for the purpose of 
obtaining an alteration in the law as affecting mediums, which 
is being promoted by the B.N.A.S., and it was stated as a 
desirable and useful matter for all Spiritualists to consider. The 
various officers and Council were re-elected, and, in addition, 
Mesdames Erwood, Nicholls, Macaulay, and Rice were placed 
upon the Council at the earnest request of the meeting. A marked 
and feeling tribute of esteem towards Mr. T. Blyton was 
embodied m the report, and elicited subsequently a warm 
expression of opinion concerning Mr. Blyton’s energetic and 
sustained labour in the interests of the Association. Mr. J. J. 
Morse was invited with unanimity to re-occupy the presidential 
chair for the ensuing year, to which he assented. The general 
meeting was preceded by a session of the Council, when, among 
other matters, the following were elected members of the Associ
ation : Mr. and Mrs. Whitby, Mr. G. Wray, and Mr. M. Pattison.

CARDIFF.
On Sunday evening last, at the weekly meeting of this 

Society, Mr. Haines in the chair, a reading was given by Mr. 
M. Williams, from a pamphlet by Professor Denton, “ A Sermon 
from Shakespeare’s Text, after which Mr. Paynter lectured on 
the Bible, replying to the objections to the authenticity of its 
various books which had been made a few meetings ago. The 
lecturer traced the history of tho books of the Old Testament down 
to the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, explaining when and where the 
revisions, probably, took place, and by whom they were revised. 
Comparisons were made between the Bible chronologies and 
those of the Chaldeans. The four Gospels were next dealt with, 
and a large number of undoubted historical allusions to them by 
early writers were quoted, names and dateB being given. In 
conclusion, the lecturer, while abandoning the idea of the Bible 
being a full, perfect and complete revelation from God, pro
nounced it valuable as a reflex of man’s ideas of God and spirit 
from tho birth of the Hebrew nation, and, as such, worthy of 
study. To the thinker a thousand years hence our present ideas 
will doubtless appear quite as crude and undeveloped as the 
ancient Hebraic idea appears to some of us now. Such thoughts 
should teach us the great spiritual truth that we are but on the 
threshold of the Courts of Wisdom.—W.P.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNB.
The Ben-ices on Sunday and Monday last at Weir's Court 

terminated the fifth annual engagement with the N. S. E. S. of 
Mr. J. J. Morse. On Sunday morning, at 10.30, which was the 
first and opening morning service of the Society, the guides of 
Mr. Morse delivered an interesting and effective address upon 
“ Spiritualism—its Priest,” to an audience of about fifty persons, 
which is a decided improvement upon the attendance at the late 
afternoon lectures. In the evening he delivered the twelfth and 
concluding lecture on “The Elements of Spiritualism: The Spirit’s 
Destiny. ” The address was listened to by a large, attentive, and 
appreciative audience, and was characterised by the Chairman, 
Mr. Jno. Mould,“as one of the most capable he had ever heard 
delivered.” He spoke of the pleasure with which he ever listened 
to Mr. Morse’s guides, and said that “the address' that night 
was as fresh and original in matter and method as the one 
he had listened to the first time he heard the controls, eight 
years ago.” On Monday evening the guides entertained us with 
a serious and thoughtful address upon “ Night,” which was much 
and deservedly appreciated. At the conclusion the Chairman, 
Mr. Jno. Hare, called upon Mr. H. Burton to propose the usual 
vote of thanks annually accorded to Mr. Morse and his guides 
for their spiritual labours during their twelve visits. In a few 
pointed and appropriate remarks Mr. Burton placed before the 
meeting his estimate of the great qualities of the 
controls as moral philosophers and spiritual teachers. Many, 
he said, might and did consider their addresses to bo great and 
capable efforts of reason, but thought that in their high 
intellectuality they necessarily lacked that emotional feeling 
which many called spirituality. He (Mr. Burton) thought 
otherwise; the highest wisdom is the highest spirituality, 
inasmuch as we have contained therein the essence of spiritual 
truth, as a profound and beautiful presence, delicate, subtle, 
and poetic, which lifts us higher, and draws us nearer to God, 
than is possible with a preaching that appeals distinctively to 
the emotions and passions. Mr. T. Dawson seconded the vote 
of thanks in a few warm and pithy remarks, which were well 
and earnestly supported by Mr. H. A. Kersey, hon. sec., and 
Mr. W. C. Robson, vice-president. The Chairman, in 
putting the vote to the meeting, expressed a strong desire that 
Mr. Morse might be long spared to come to Newcastle, as 
heretofore, to lecture and labour for the cause, with the 
efficiency, capacity, and disinterestedness hitherto manifested 
in his long term of engagement with the Spiritualists of the 
North. At this remark the meeting responded with repeated 
rounds of enthusiastic applause, and the proposed vote of thanks 
having been put and earned unanimously, Mr. Morse expressed 
himself feelingly upon this the last and concluding “profes
sional” engagement with the Spiritualists of England, stating 
that he was ever willing to labour to his utmost when his 
sen-ices were desired and appreciated.—Northumbria.
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Spiritualist Societies. WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, BY M. A. (OXON.)

Secretaries and Presidents of Societies will oblige by informing the Editor of 

Light of any alterations that may from tinv: to time bs necessary in the 
following list

METROPOLITAN.
British National Association of Spiritualists. 33, Groat Russell Street, Blooms

bury, London, W.C. Mr. Thos. Blyton, Secretary.
Brixton Psychological Society. 6, Akerman Ro;id, Brixton, London, S.W. Mr. 

H. E. Frances, Hon. Seoretary, 22, Cowley Road, Brixton, S.W.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 53, Sig-don Road, Dalston 

Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E. Mr. J. J. Morse, President.
Goswell Hall Spiritualist Committee. 290, Go}well Road, E.C. Secretary, Mr. 

W. Towns, 1, Albert Terrace, Barnsbury Road, N.
Ladbroke Hall, Notting Hill, London, W. Mr. F. O. Matthews, Manager, 11, 

Torrington Square, W.C.
Marylebono Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. Quobec Hall, 25, Great 

Quebec-street, London, W. Mr. J. M. Dalo, Hou. Secretary.
South London Spiritual Society. Mr. J. G. Robson, Secretary, 8, Bournemouth 

Road, Rye Lane, Peckham, S.E.
Spiritual Institution and Progressive Library. 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, 

London, W.C. Mr. James Burns, Proprietor and Manager.

PROVINCIAL.
Ashington Spiritual Society. Mr. G. Scott, Secretary, Ashington Colliery, 

Northumberland.
Batley Carr Association of Spiritualists. Mr. Joseph Armitage, Secretary. 
Birmingham Society of Spiritualists. Mr. J. Kennedy, Secretary, Oozells Street 

Board School, Birmingham.
Birmingham Christian Spiritualist Society. 312, Bridge Stroet West. Mr. John 

Colley, Hon. Secretary.
Bolton Spiritualist Association. Mr. D. Cordinglcy, Secrotary, Bath Street, 

Bolton.
•Cambridge Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 7, Fitzroy Street. Mr. 

James Harpley, Secretary.
■Cardiff Progressive Library of Scientific and Spiritual Literature. 157, Bute 

Road, Cardiff. Mr. George Saddler, Proprietor.
Cardiff Spiritual Society. 3, Angel Street, Cardiff. Mr. W. Paynter, Hou. 

Secretary, 10, Bute Crescent.
Darlington. Mr. J. Hodge’s Rooms, High Northgate.
Durham District Association. Mr. James Dunn, Secretary, 68, Simpson Street, 

New8hildon.
Excelsior Society of Spiritualists. Scotland Gate, near Morpeth. Secretary, Mr. 

G. Hall. Choppington Colliery.
•Gateshead Spiritual Society. Temperance Hall, High Street.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. 161, Trougato Street. Mr. John Me G. 

Monro, Secretary, 33, Daisy Street, Govauhill, Glasgow.
Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. 3, Waterpark 

Torraco, Southdown Road. Mr. R. R. Dale, Secretary.
Halifax Spiritual Institution. Peacock Yard, Union Street, Halifax. Mr. C. 

Appleyard, Secretary.
Hull and East Riding of Yorkshire Association of Spiritualists for Inquirers. 

2, Caroline Street, Hull.
Keighley Lycenm. 51, Worth Terrace, Keighley. Mr. J. Tillotson, Secretary. 
Lancashire District Committee of Spiritualists. Mr. Charles Parsons, Secretary, 

Hume Street, Mill, Rochdale. Mr. Johnson, Secretary, 15 J, Mottrum Road, 
Hyde, near Manchester.

Leicester Spiritualist Society. President, Mr. E. Larrad, 10, Edwyn Street. 
Secretary, R. Wightman, 55, Craubourno Street, Leicester.

Leigh Spiritualists’ Association, Brown Street, Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. G. F. 
Turner, Secretary.

Liverpool Psychological Society. Hon. Secretary, Mr. H. Morris, 35, Colx'cn- 
street, Everton, Liverpool.

Lowestoft Spiritual Society. T. Dowsing, Secretary.
Macclesfield Society of Spiritualists. Mr. S. Hayos, Hon. Secretary, 12, Bond 

Street West, Macclesfield.
Manchester Association of Spiritualists. Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, 

Holme, Manchester. Mr. Braham, Secretary, 329, Stretford Road, Man
chester.

Midland District Spiritualists’ Committee. Hou. Secretary, Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
338 St. Ann’s Well Road, Nottingham.

Millom Society of Spiritualists. Holborn Hill, Millom, Cumberland. Mr. J. E. 
Sharp, Secretary.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Spiritual Evidence Society. Weirs Court, Newgate 8troet, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. H. A. Kersey, Hon. Secretary, 4, Eslington Terrace, 
N ewcastle-on-Tyne.

Nottingham Association of Spiritualists. Secretary, Mr. W. Yates, 39, Lower 
Talbot Stroet.

Oldham Society of Spiritualists. Psychological Meeting Room, 186, Union 
Street. Mr. T. Kershaw, Secretary, 8, High Street.

Ossett Spiritual Institution. Ossett Green, near the G. N. R. Station. Mr. C. 
Hallgath, Secretary.

Rochdale Spiritualist Society. Mr. L. Firth, Secretary, 16, Equitable Street.
Salford Spiritualists’ Society. 263, Chapel Street, Salford. Mr. J. Campion, 

Secretary, $1, Downing Street, Manchester.
Sowerby Bridge Spiritualist Progressive Lycenm. Mr. W. Walker, Secretary, 

Lyceum Buildings, Hollins Lane, Sowerby Bridge.
Yorkshire District Committtee of Spiritualists. Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. Poole, 

28, Park Street, Barker End Road, Bradford.
Walsall Spiritual Society. 16, George Street, Walsall. Mr. Thos. Bliukhorn, 

Secretary.RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL.
This Journal is a fearless and independent newspaper, and aims to be entirely 

free from all Sectarian bios. It is neutral in nothing, but expresses cloar and 
decided views upon all questions germane to Spiritualism. It is tho 
warm advocate of honest truth-loving Media, and in their interest, full as much 
hs in the interest of Science, insists that the phenomena shall bo manifested 
under such conditions as to render accuracy of ooservation possible, and doclines 
i-rcdenca to phenomena which cannot stand tho test of careful scrutiny.

Tekms— 15s. in Advance. Address Jno. C. Bundy, Editor, Chicago, Illinois, 
U.S.A. Mr. J. J. Morse, 53, 8igdou Boad, Dalston, E., is Agent for England,and 
will receive subscription P.O.O. on London E.C.

THE NEWCASTLE EXAMINER.
Edited by Aaron Watson.

The Examiner is tho most attractive Family Newspapor in the North of 
Kuglaud. It contains articles on Political, Literary, and Social Topics; Notes of 
the Week; Gossip on Current Events; Descriptive 8kotchos; Chats with Children; 
Sketches of Prominent Statesmen, and a full summary of the News of tho Week.

Every Friday. Price One Pen nt. Quarterly Subscription by Pojt, 7Jd.

P8YCH0GRAPHY : OR DIRECT WRITING.—A collection of evidence for 
the reality of the phenomenon of writing without human agency, in a closed 
slate or other space, access to which by ordinary means is precluded. Price 5a. 
Harrison, 33, Museum-street.

SPIRIT IDENTITY.—An argument for the reality of the return of departed 
human spirits, illustrated by many narratives from personal experience ; together 
with a discussion of some difficulties that beset the enquirer. Price 5s. 
Harrison, 33, Museum-street.

“A very remarkable book, and one which should be road by all students 
of modern phasos of thought”—Whitehal' Re mew.

** Wise reflectionsand valuable suggestions from an able and logical pen.” 
—Spiritual Notes.

“ A masterly little work. There is no waste matter in it, nothing weak or 
emotional: it is cool, clear, moderate, and concise : the work of a scholar 
who knows howto learn and how to teach.”—Banner of Light.

** The author is among the ablest advocates of Spiritualism in England, 
and everything he writes is valuable. A cloar and thoughtful style ; high 
scholastic culture and literary ability.”—Rdigio-Philosophical Magazine.

‘‘This invaluable little volume .... a practical handbook for tho 
guidance of wise investigators that should take its place in the library of 
every earnest Spiritualist,"—Pys<5hologicaI Review.

HIGHER ASPECTS OF SPIRITUALISM.—A statement of the moral and 
religions teachings of Spiritualism ; and a comparison of the present epoch with 
its spiritual interventions with the ago immediately preceding the birth of Christ. 
Price 2s. 6d. (E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Mana-lane.)

“ Itisauitc impossible to over-estimate the good that is done to Spiritualism 
by such books as this. It represents the mo3t advanced stage of thought, 
aud from the first page to the last it is made evident that a most cultured 
mind is addressing readers who are like-minded. This is especially evident 
in the portions of the work which deal with the religious and scientific 
aspects of the subject.’*—Spiritual Notes, London.

“ The work bears throughout those indications of careful investigation, a 
cordial admission of newly discovered truths, and an appeal to the loftiest 
sentiments of humanity, that havo characterised the previous writings of its 
distinguished author.”—Banner of Light, Boston, U.S.A.

“ A valuable little work from the pen of tho well-known and highly- 
esteemed writer whose many contributions in defenco of Spiritualism nave 
been put forth under the noin deplume of M. A.(Oxon.) It contains much inte
resting matter that every Spiritualist ought to be in possession of.....................
full of interest to thoughtful Spiritualists; evidently the result of much 
liberal reflection, as well as of a clear intuitive judgment”—R. P. Journal, 
Chicago, U.8.A.

Tho Chicago Times of June 19, 1880, which highly commonds the tone aud 
style of tho book in a long review of nearly two closaly-prifited columns, says: 
—“The author does not weary the reader with spiritual communications 
conveyed to himself alone; he writes with exceptional clearness, candour,and 
cogency: ho is a master of strong aud graphio English: his logic is unassail
able, and his spirit extremely suave, manly,and straightforward. He is a high ' 
authority among Spiritualists.”

BANNER OF LIGHT:
The Oldest Journal in the World dovoted to the

SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY.

ISSUED WEEKLY at No. 9, MONTGOMERY PLACE, 
BOSTON, MASS.
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Until further notice.

Anv jterfton eouding 15 .hillinga for a yoar's subscription to the BANNER OF 
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“NEARER, MY GOD, TO THEE," sire22 by 28; “LIFE’S MORNING AND 
EVENING,” sixo 22 by 28; "THE ORPHANS’ RESCUE," site 22 by 28; 
"HOMEWARD," an illustration of tho first line in Gray’a Elegy, size 22 by 28; 
“FARM-YARD AT SUNSET," tho companion-piece to "Homeward." size 
22 by 28; “THE DAWNING LIGHT,” art cnshrmomout of the Birthplaoo of 
Modern Spiritualism, size 20 by 21.
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SPIRITUAL PROGRESSIVE REFORMATORY, AND MISCELLANEOUS 
BOOKS.
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James M. Poeblos, Henry C. Wright, Giles B. Stebbius, D. D. Home, T. R. 
Hazard, William Dellton, Rev. M. B. Craven, Judge J. W. Edmonds, Prof. 8. B. 
Brittan, Allen Putuam, Epes Sargent, W. F. Evans, Kersey Graves, A. B. Child, 
P. B. Randolph, Warren S. Barlow. J. 0. Barrett, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britton, 
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British National Association of Spiritualists.
(established 1873.)

38, GREAT RUSSELL ST., LONDON, W.C.
{Comer oj WOBURN STREET.)

Council.
Aclshoad, W. P„ Derby House, Belper, Derbyshire.
Barrett, F., Hawthornden, Leacroft, Staines.
Bennett, E. T-, Tho Mansion, Richmond.
Bowman, J., 65, Jamaica-wtroet, Glasgow.
Coffin, W. H., 94, Corn wall-gardens. Queen’a-gate, S.W.
Crosland, Newton, Lynton Lodge, Vanbmgh-park-rond, Blackheath, S.E.
Edmands, T. H., 7, Ober stein-road, New Wandsworth.
Evans, Colonel, E. I. U. Service Club, 14, St. James’s-sqre., S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs., 19, Cambridge-street, Hyde Park-square, W.
FitzGerald, Desmond, 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
FitzGerald, Mrs. Dosmond, 6, Akorman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Green, G. F., 16, Vicarage-road, Plnmstead, Kent.
Houghton, Mias, 20, Delamere-crescen*. West bourne-square, W.
Isham, Sir Charles, Bart., Lamport Hall, Northampton.
Lamont, J., 45, Preeoott-ntreet, Liverpool.
Maclean, Major-General, E. I. U. Service Clnb, 14, St. James’s-square, S.W. 
Menge ns, J. G., Tho Manor House, Penge, 8.E., and 3, Church-lane, Calcutta. 
Morse, J. J., 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston. E.
Pearson, Cornelius, 15, Harpur-street, Bloomsbury, W.C.
Pearce, R., Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
Podmore, Frank, 15, Hart-street, W.C.
Reimers, Christian, 47, Mornington-road, Regent’s Park. N.W.
Rogers, E. Dawson, Rose Villa, Church End, Finchley, N.
Rondi, Signor, 22, Montagu-place, RnsseU-squnre, W.C.
Speer, S. T., M.D., 13, Alexandra-road. South Hampstead, N.W.
Theobald, Morell, 62, Granville Park, Blackheath, S.E.
Trodwen, R. Pomeroy, 40, Claverton-street, Pimlico, S.W.
Withall, H., 5, Angell Park-gnrdens, Brixton, S.W.

V ice-P residents.
Mrs. FitzGerald. Mr. E. Dnwson Rogers
Mr. Desmond G. FitzGerald. Dr. 8. T. Speer.

Hon. Treasurer.
Alexander Calder, Esq.

Auditors.
J. W. Gray, Esq. G. H. Potts, Esq. Morell Theobald, Esq,

Resident Secretart.
Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C.

Honorart or Corresponding Members.
His Imperial Highness Nicholas, Duke of Leuchtenberg, St. Petersburg, Russia. 
Ahmed Rassim Pasha, Khan de Rassim Pasha a Bahdjd, Capoussou, Con

stantinople.
The Baron Von Vay, President of tho Spiritual Society nt Pesth.
The Baroness Adelma Von Vay, Gonobitz, bei Potachach, Styria, via Gratz, 

Austria.
The Baroness GnldenstObbo, 29, Rue de Treviso, Paris.
Colonel Don Santiago Bassols y Folguera, Madrid.
El Visconde do Torres-Solanot, Madrid.
The Hon. Alexander Aksakof, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky Prospoct, 

6, St. Petersburg.
M. Gustave de Veh, 1, Reich Strasse, Dresden, Germany.
8ignor Sebastiano Fenzi, Firenze, Italy.
Herr Constantin Delhez. Wien, Austria.
J. M. Peebles, Esq., Hammonton, Atlantic Co., New Jersey, U.S.A.
Mtb. Cora L V. Richmond, Now York, U.S.A.
Miss Anna Blackwell. La Tresorerio, Wimille, Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Baboo Pearychand Mittra, 7, Swallow-lane, Calcutta.
JamesMylne, Esa., Beheea, East Indian Railway, Bengal.
Mrs. Emma Harainge-Britten, Ban Francisco, U.S.A.
A. J. Riko, Esa., Noordeinde, 198, The Hague, Holland.
Professor Friedrich Zellner, Leipzig, Germany.
Dr. Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Science, Berne, Switzerland.
Dr. Franz Hoffman u, Professor of Philosophy, Wurzberg Univorsity, Germany. 
Gregor C. Wittig, Esq., Komerstrasse, 2b, Leipzig, Germany.
W. H. Terry, Em.,84, Russell-street. South, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.
M. Lcymario, 5, Rue Neuvo des Petits Champs, Palais Royal, Paris.
II. T. Child, Esq., M.D., 631, Race-street. Philadelphia, U.S.A.
E. Crowell, Esq., M.D., 196, Clinton-avenue, Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.
M. Ltan Favre Clavairozj Consul-Gtataal do Franco, Ville Bouridres, St. Manr 

les Fosses, prts Paris.
G. L. Ditson, Esq., M.D., Albany, New York, U.S.A.
W. L. Sammons,Esq., Capo Town, South Africa.
J. Murray Spear, Esq., 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
Mrs. J. M. Bpear, 2,210, Mount Vernon-street, Philadelphia.
J. H. Gledstanes, Esq., Merignnc, Gironde, France.
Samuel Chinnery, Esq., 9, Rue Pipunidro, Paris.
Rev. Samuel Watson, Memphis, Tennessee, U.S.A.
Luther Colby, Esq., 9, Montgomery-plnce, Boston, U.S.A.
M. de Bassompierre, 285, Chaussee St. Pierre, Etterbeck, Brussels.
M. A. Anthelme Fritz, Ruo do Palais, 137, Schaerbock, Lcz-Bruxellcs. 
Lient.-Col. P. Jacoby, 11, Rue de Vienne, Brussels,
Z. Test, Esq., M.D., Union Springs, Cayuga Co., New York.
Comte de Ballet, Hotel del'Athenee, Rue Scribe, Paris.
J. L. O’Sullivan, Esq., .‘JO, Upper GIouce<ter-place, Dorset-squarc, London, N.W. 
Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.S.. H.M. Consul, Trieste, Austria.
A. R. Wallace, Esq,, F.R.G.8., Pen y bryn, St. Peter’s-road, Croydon.
Isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-plnce, Boston, U.S.A.
Mdlle. Hnot, 173, Rue St. Honf r^, Paris.
W. S. God lx*, Esq., Balt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.
Dr. Grunhut, Waitzner Boulevnrd, 57, Buda-Posth, Hungary.
Dr. A. E. N’ehrer, Eporjes, Hungary.
J. W. Dav. Esq., 9, Montgomei^-plaec, Boston, U.S.A.
Mrs. Hallock, 4, The Avenue, Bedford Park, Chiswick, W.
Signor Damiani, 2, Vico del Vasto, Palazzo del Vasto, Chiaja, Naples.
Dr. Pnel, 73, Boulevard Beaumarchais, Paris.
Herr J. H. Htratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-atrusse, near Vienna.
M. Coehot, Ruo Tangier, Algiers.
Berks T. Hutchinson, Esq., 2, New-strect, Cape Town, South Africa, 
Miss Lizzie Doton, The Pavilion, Tremont-street, Boston.
H. J. Newton, Esq., 128 West 43rd-street, New York.
Dr. Robert Freis*', Breslau, Germany.
M. C. do Ilappard, 41, Rue de Treviso, Pans.
Thos. Blyton, 38, Great Russel!-street, London, W.C.

Allied Societies.
Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. President—Mr. J. J. Morse, 

5 >,Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.
Brixton Psychological Society. Hon. Sec.—Mr. H.E. Frances, 22, Cowley-road, 

Brixton, S.W.
Liverpool Psychological Society. Secretary—Mr. John Chapman, 10,

Dnnkcld-street, Liverpool.
Cardiff Spiritual Society, 3, A..gel-street, Cardiff.
The Great Yarmouth Association of Investigators into Spiritualism. Hon. Sec., 

Mr. R. R. Dale, 3, Water Park-terrace, Southtown-road, Great Yarmouth.
The Sipiriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary—M. Anton Prochaszka, 

Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gasse, 23, Buda-Pesth, Hungary.
Sociedad EspiritKa Espafiola, Cervantes, 34, 28, Madrid. President—ElVisconde 

de Torrea-Solanot.

Sociedad Espirita Central do la Repnblica Moxionna. President- Sefior Refugio 
T. Gonzalez, 7, Calle de Almodo, Mexico.

Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. President—Sefior 
Manuel Jose Angarita.

L’Union Spirito et Mognetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, Rne de 
Louvain, Brussels.

This Association was formed in 1873 for the purpose of uniting Spiritualists of 
every variety of opinion in an organised body, with a view of promoting the 
investigation of the facts of Spiritualism, and of aiding students and inquirers 
in their researches by providing them with the best means of investigation.

The Association possesses a Library, which now contains a large collection of 
the best works on Spiritualism and occult subjects, and a Reading Room, where 
Spiritualist and other newspapers and periodicals from all parts of the world are 
regularly supplied.

Tho Secretary, or his assistant, aro in attendance to receive visitors, and 
answer inquiries, every day. Saturdays, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; other days 
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Spiritualists and others visiting the Metropolis are cordially invited to visit 
the Association and inspect the various objects of interest on view in the Reading 
Room and Library.

Discussion Meetings are hold fortnightly during tbo winter months. Admission 
free to Members and Subscribers, who can introduce ono or more friemU to each 
meeting. Programmes can be obtained on application.

TERM8 OF MEMBERSHIP.
Country members* with privilege of voting for members of Council ... <l 5 0 
Town members, do., do. ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 10 6
Members, with use of reading-rooms and library, and tho right of 

purchasing tickets for the Stances, and taking out ono volume from 
the lending library ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 1 0

Family tickets, with all privileges ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 U
Town mem ben to be understood as those residing within the Metropolitan 

postal district.
Light refreshments are provided at moderate charges.
All communications and inquiries should be addressed to the Resident Secre

tary, Mr. Thos. Blyton, 38, Groat Russell-street, W.C., and Post Office Orders 
mado payable to him at tho Great Russell-street Post Office. Cheques to be 
crossed “ London and County Bank, Oxford-street Branch."

Prospectuses of tho National Association can also bo procured from the several 
alliod Societies.

THOS. BLYTON, Secretary!.

Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism.
Rooms :—53, Sigdon Rood, Dalston Lane, Hackney Downs, London, E.

SEANCES every Thursday Evening throughout the year. Special 
engagements of noted Modiums on tbo la^t Thursday evening in each month. 

Fortnightly Monday evening Discussion Meetings during tho winter months. 
Standard works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects con be borrowed from tho 
Library, containing over 200 volumes.

Terms of Membership;—3s. per Quarter, or 10s. per annum.
Copies of the Prospectus, Constitution and Rules, Suanco Regulations, and 

Library Catalogue for tho current year, to be obtained on application at tho 
Association’s Rooms.

J. J. MORSE, President.

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION of SPIRITUALISTS, 164, Trongate.
President: Mr. James Walker. Hon.8ec.: Mr. John McG.Monro,33, Daisy 

8treet, Govanhill, Glasgow. Meetings aro held every Bunday at 11.30 a.m., and 
at 6.30 p.m. Terms for Membership, Is. per Quarter, with use of Library. 
Particulars of Weekly Stances can be had on application to the Secretary.

TEA I TEA ’ ! TEA ! ’!
COMMONWEALTH TEA STORES.

Provincial Agent : E. W. WALLIS,
338, St. Ann’s Well Road, Nottingham.

THE COMMONWEALTH TEA, BLACK, 2s. 8d. PER LB. 
Superior Quality at 3a. 4d. per lb.

Address—E. W. WALLIS. Commonwealth Tea Stores, 338, St. Ann’s 
Well Road, Nottingham. P.O.O. on St. Ann’s Well Road Post Office.. 

TermB Cash.

THE THEOSOPHIST. A Monthly Journal devoted to Science 
Oriental Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature, and Art. Conducted 

by H.P. Blavatsky. Published at 108, Girgaum Back Road, Bombay. Subscrip
tion, £1 per annum, post free. Post Office Orders to “ Tho Proprietors of ‘ Tho 
Theosophist,’ ’’ at the above address.

SYCHISCHE STUDIEN. A Monthly Journal devoted to the 
investigation of the unexplained phenomena of psychic life. Edited by 

Alexandre Aksakof, and contributed to by several German and foreign men of 
science. Price Is. monthly.—Leipsic: Oswald Mutze. London : The Spiritualist 
Newspaper Branch Office.

Agents for the sale of “Light.”
LONDON.

Thos. Wilks, 299. New North-road.
.T. M. Dale, 50, Crawford-street, Bryanston-square.
11. Cocker, 74, Dalston-lane, E.

PROVINCIAL.
Abingdon.—R. V. Holton, Ixrrnbard-street. 
Birmingham.—J. Groom, 200, St. Vincent-street.

,, —E. J. Foley, 308, Monument-road.
Biggleswade.—J. F. Hunt.
Brighton.—Mr. Broughton, 13, St. George’s-road. 
Bradford.—.T. Clayton, G3, Manchester-road. 
Glasgow,—W. Love, 226, Argyle-street. 
Keighley.—S. Billows, High-street.
Leicester.—J. Bent, 1, Town Hall-lane 
Liverpool.—J. Chatham, 20, Caird-street. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger-street. 
New Delaval.—W. Cooper, 14, Double-row.
Nottingham.—W. Yates, 39, I«ower Talbot-street. 
Manchester.—,T. Heywood, Deansgate.
Walsall.—T. Blinkhorn, 16, George-street.

FOREIGN.
Colby and Rich, 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, U.S.A.
.1. C. Bvndy, 94, La Salle-street Chicago, U.S.A. 
W. H. Terry, 84, Russell-street, Melbourne, Victoria.

Printed for the Eclectic Publishing Comtany (Limited), by the
National Press Agency (Limited), 13; Whitefriars-street, E.C.— 
Saturday, March 12, 1881.
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Xighi:
A Journal devoted to the Highest Interests of Humanity, both 

Here and Hereafter.
'• Liam! Mom Light I GorDu.

N’ q i J" Registered for “1
[-Transmission Abroad. J SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 1881. Price Twopence.

By Post 10s. lOd. per annum.

THEECLECTIC PUBLISHING COMPANY,
LIMITED.

Incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1880.
CAPITAL, £2.000 in 2,000 Shares of £1 each.

(WITH POWER TO INCREASE.)
Payable as follows:—Five Shillings on Application; Five Shillings on 

Allotment; the Balance as required at intervals of not less than Three Months. 
No call to exceed Two and Sixpence per Sharo. Twenty-eight days’ notice to be 
given of each Call.

FIRST I8SUE OF ONE THOUSAND SHARES.
Directors:

Alexander Calder, 1, Hereford-aqnare. South Kensington, 8.W.
S. Templeman Speer, M.D., Douglas House, 13, Alexandra-road, South 

Hampstead, N.W.
Desmond G. FitzGerald. M.S. TeL E., 6, Akerman-road, Brixton, S.W.
Richard Pearoe, Lanarth House, Holder’s Hill, Hendon, N.W.
W. P. Adshead, Derby House, Belper.
James Bowman, 65, Jamaica Street, Glasgow.

Bankers:
London and County Banking Company, Limited, Richmond, London.

Auditor:
Morell Theobald, F.C.A., 62, Granville-park, Blackheath, S.E.

Secretary :
Edward T. Bennett, The Mansion, Richmond, London.
This Company is established with the immediate object of starting and 

sustaining a Weekly Journal entitled “LIGHT”; devoted primarily to the 
collecting and recording of the facts and phenomena of Spiritualism, and tho 
exposition of the Philosophy of Life and Mind ; and secondarily to the discussion 
of such allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanoed 
thought.

The Directors are gratified with the promises of Support which have 
already been given them, and aro prepared to receive applications for the re- 
mainirg Shares of the first issue.

Forms of Application for Shares may be obtained from the Secretary. Mr. 
E. T. Bennett, The Mansion, Richmond, London, of whom also Copies of the 
Mamorandurn and Articles of Association may be had.

LIGHT:
A Journal divoted to the Highest Interests of Humanity both 

Here and Hereafter.
“ Light ! More Light ! Goethe.

Published every Saturday
BY TH®

Eelectie Publishing Company, Limited.
There is a large class of people who believe in a world whioh they call “ the 

present,” and who assert that no knowledge of any other is attainable.
There is another large class of people who believe also in a world they call 

“ the next,” and who also assert that no other knowledge of it is attainable than 
that which has been handed down to them.

There is vet another class of people—usually known as “ Spiritualists ”—who 
believe in the existence of facts and phenomena, accessible to those who will seek 
for them, demonstrating the existence of another world than the present, and 
who believe that, on the basis of these facts, a science and a philosophy may be 
built up furnishing a key to the problems of Life and Mind, and uniting both 
them worlds in one harmonious whole.

A pressing necessity exists for the establishment of a high-toned and impartial 
Weekly Journal, devoted primarily to the collecting and recording of these facta 
and to the exposition of thia philosophy, and secondarily, to the fair discussion of 
such other allied topics as are now occupying the attention of men of advanced 
thought. It is precisely thia position which “ Light"’ is intended to fill.

The contents of the new paper will comprise:—
(1.) Original Articles on the science and philosophy of Spiritualism, and on 

the religions, moral, and social bearings of the question.
(2.) Rkcords or Facts and Phenomena, both physical and mental. Only such 

will be admitted as are vouched for by the names and addresses of witnesses 
deemed oompetent, either published with the records or placed in the hands of 
the Editor for private or confidential use. Especial care will be taken to exclude 
everything which is reasonably open to suspicion of mistake, delusion, or im
posture.

(X > Miscrllanroub Literature connected with the movement, including 
Poetry and Fiction.

(4.) Rxvtewb op Books.
(5.) A rtsum6 of the Periodical Press, both British and Foreign, devoted to 

Spiritualism and allied subjects, constituting also a permanent means of refer
ence to important articles and valuable facts, which might otherwise be lost 
sight of.

(6. Questions and Answers.—Under this head questions of a general 
character will be invited, the answers to follow in succeeding numbers, either 
from correspondents or editorially. This may beoome an exceedingly interesting 
and useful department.

•* Light will thus aim to take a place hitherto unoccupied, and to promote 
the cause to which it is devoted, viz., the highest interests of Humanity both 
Here and Hereafter.

•* Light” will proclaim a belief in the existence and life of the spirit apart 
from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the reality and value of 
feiteHigvnt intercourse between spirits embodied and spirits unembodied. This 
position it will firmly and consistently maintain. Beyond this it will have no 
creed, and its columns will be open to the fullest and freest discussion—conducted 
in a spirit of honest, courteous, and reverent enquiry—its only aim being, in the 
words of its motto, “ Light, more Light I”

PRICE TWOPBNOB,
Or direct from the Office, Post Free, 10s. lOd. per annum, paid in advance.

Address: Editor of “ Light,” 13, Whitefriarz-ztreet. Fleet-street ,E.C. 
The Trade supplied by E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria-lane, E.C.

“ EFFORT, however small, put forth for the 
IN right cause, tails of its effect. No voice, however feeble, 

lifted up for truth, ever dies amidst confused noises of time. Through 
discords of sin, sorrow, pain, and wrong, it raises a deathless melody, whose 
notes of wailing are hereafter to be ohanged to those of triumph, as they blend 
with the great Harmony of the Reconciled Universe.”

With each bottle of ENOS FRUIT SALT is given a large Illustrated 
Sheet, shewing how to stamp out disease ana premature death by natural meana. IN the race of this life ENO'S FRUIT SALTie an imperative hygienic 

need, or necessary adjunct; it keeps the blood pure prevents fevers and acute 
inflammatory diseases, and removes the injurious effects arising from stimulants 

>and narcotics, such as alcohol, tobacoo, tea, and coffee. By natural means it thus 
restores the nervous system to its normal condition, by preventing the great 
danger of poisoned blood and over cerebral activity, nervousness, irritability, 
worry, Ac._________________________________________________________

TO all LEAVING HOME FOR a CHANGE.—Bilious Attacks 
and Sea Sickness.—MI can seldom go to sea without being sick, and I oan 

safely say ENO’S FRUIT SALT is the only thing that ever gave me relief, and I 
shall ever reoommend it to all who suffer from Bea sickness.—I am, yours truly, 
W. Boyce, Signalman, H.M.S. Industry, May 21.1880.” ________HOWI7AV0ID the INJURIOUS EFFECTS of STIMULANTS.

- -The present system of living, partaking of too rich foods, as pastry, sac
charine and fatty substances,alcoholic drinks.and an insufficient amount of exercise, 
frequently derange the liver. I would adviBe all bilious people, unless they 
are careful to keep the liver acting freely, to exercise great care in the use of 
alcoholic drinks, avoid sugar, ana always dilute largely with water. Experience 
shewB that porter, mild ales, port wine, dark sherries, sweet champagne, 
liqueurs, and brandies are all very apt to disagroe ; while light white wines, 
and gin or old whisky largely diluted with soda water, will be found the least 
objectionable.

PALPITATION of the HEART, caused by liver derangement and 
indigestion, frequently callod (or mistaken for) heart disease:—“On the 

14th April I purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, not feeling very well at 
the time, ana it had an effect that I never anticipated when I bought it. I have 
suffered more or less since the year 1841 from palpitation of the heart but very 
badly during the last few years. The least thing would produce it during the 
day, and at night my sleep was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the 
first dose of Fruit Salt, palpitation suddenly ceased and has not since returned. 
Out of gratitude for the benefit whioh I havo received, I have recommended it to 
all my friends, both in London and Yarmouth ; at the same time, I feel it a duty 
to state the above facts, of which you can make whatever use you please.—I am, 
dear Sir, yours respectfully. Truth.”____________________________________
ENO’S FRUIT SALT is peculiarly adapted for any constitutional 

weakness of the liver. It possesses the power of reparation when 
digestion has been disturbed or lost, and places the invalid on the right track 
to health. A world of woes is avoided by those who keep and use Eno’s Fruit 
Salt; therefore no family should ever be without It.

AMERICA, INDIA, EGYPT, and on the CONTINENT.—IM
PORTANT to all TRAVELLERS.—“ Please send me half-a-dozen bottles 

of ENO’S FRUIT SALT. I have tried ENO’S FRUIT SALT in America, India, 
Egypt, and on the Continentjor almost every complaint, fever included,with the 
most satisfactory results. I can strongly recommend it to all travellers; in fact, 
I am never without it—Yours faithfully, an Anglo-Indian Official.’*____________
NEW GUINEA—“How I wish I had a dozen bottles of ENO’S 

FRUIT SALT. It is the beet medicine I have ever had, and the most re
freshing drink I have yet tried.”—Explorations by Rev. J. Chalmers, London 
Missionary Society.

ST. LEONARD’S, Exeter, 22, 6, *80.—Dear Sir,—Gratitude for 
benefits derived has suggested the following tribnte to the merits of your 

saline:—I’m offored more physic, fresh powders, new pills. From north and from 
south, wost, and east; I take only one, whatever my ills, For ENO’S as good as a 
feast.—I am, Sir, yours gratefully, a Constant User.

D“RAWING an "OVERDRAFT on the BANK of LIFE.—Late 
hours, fagged, unnatural oxcitement, breathing impure air, too rich food, 

alcoholic drink, gouty, rheumatic, and other blood poisons, biliousness, sick 
headache, skin eruptions, pimples on the face, want of appetite, sourness of 
stomach, Ac.

“Yes; when I suffer from a brain o’erwronght— 
Excited, feverish, worn from laboured thought— 
Harassed by anxious care or sudden grief, 
1 run to * Eno ’ and obtain relief.”

A Barrister-at-Lnw. whose years now number above fourscore.
|JSE ENO’S FRUIT SALT.

IT is pleasant, cooling, health-giving, refreshing, and invigorating. Yon 
cannot overstate its great value in keeping the blood pure and free from 

disease.
emergency.

TT ought to be kbpt in every house and in every travelling trunk, in JL roRmnaM for any emergency; for under any circumstances its use is bene
ficial, and never can do harm._________ _____________________________________

SUCCESS IN LIFE.—“ A new invention is brought before the 
publioand commands success. A score of abominable imitations are imme

diately introdnoed by the unscrupulous, who, in copying the original closely 
enough to deceive the public, and yet not so exactly m to infringe upon the legal 
rights, exercise an ingenuity that, employed in an original channel, could not fail 
to secure reputation and profit.”—Adams.

CAUTION.—Examine each bottle, and Bee the CapBule is marked
ENO’S FRUIT SALT.____________________

^^fTTHOUT it youhave been imposed upon by a worthless imitation. 
IgOLD by all CHEMISTS. Price 2«. 9d. and 4s. 6d.

REPARED at ENO'S FRUIT SALT WORKS, Hatcham. 
London, 8.B., by________
O. ENO’S PATENT.
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Patented in America.
THE UNITED SUIT

From its Utility, Comfort, and Appearance should be worn by all, and 
no gentleman should leave London without calling on

MR. JAMES MALTBY,
THE INVENTOR,

8, HANOVER PLACE, REGENT’S PARK, 
Three minutes’ walk from Baker-street Station.

TBIRD AND CHEAPER EDITION!
Just Published, 592 pp., demy 8oo. Prise Be. Free by Post, 7s.HAFED PRINCE OF PERSIA:

HI8 EXPERIENCES IN EARTH LIFE AND 8PIRIT LIFE.
Communicated through the Mediumship of

Mr. David Dug did, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium.
London.—E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria-lane; J. Bums, 15, Southampton-row, 

W.O. ; J. J. Morse, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E.; and of E. W. Wallis, 338, St. 
A’ln’s Well-road, Nottingham; Hay Nisbet and Co., 38, Stockwell-street, 
Glasgow ; J. Bowman, 65, Jamalca-rtreet, Glasgow; D. Duguid, 535, Eglinton- 
street, Glasgow; and all Booksellers.

"BOB AND I,
oa,

FORGET - ME - NOTS FROM GOD’S GARDEN,”
By F. J. THEOBALD. Price Is. 6d.

JAMES CLARKE, Fleet Street, London.

•*, . . Much after the fashion of * Gates Afar/ . . • it is a beautiful 
story too, and one to interest grown persons as well as children."—Paddington 
Times.

Thb Accomplished Young Tragedienne,
MISS ELLA DIETZ,

Is now on Tour, supported by a carefully selected Company of London Artistes, 
specially engaged for the production of an entirely new adaptation of

“FAUST AND MARGUERITE,*'
Entirely re-written and revised from the German by Miss Ella Diets. 
Repertoire also includes “ Romeo and Juliet,’* “ As You Like It/* “ Merchant of 

Venice/* Ac.
Mis* Diets provides full Company ; handsome Costumos by Mrs. Warlow; 

Lime Lights; Posters; Opinions of the Press ; Frames, Ac. Managers are 
kindly invited to send vacant dates, terms (shares), Ac., to HENRY GEORGE, 
Business Manager,!, Plimsoll Road, St. Thomas's Road,Finsbury Park, London,N.

STEINWAY HALL,
LOWER SEYMOUR STREET, PORTMAN SQUARE, W.

The 33rd Anniversary of Modern Spiritualism
Will be held at the above Hall

On MONDAY EVENING, APRIL 4th,
At Eight o’clock.

DR. NICHOLS IN THE CHAIR.
Eminent Speakers will Address the Meeting.

ESTABLISHED 1851.

BIRKBECK BANK.—Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane. 
Current Acconnts opened according to the usual practice of other Bankers, 

and Interest allowed on the minimum monthly balances when not drawn below 
£25. No commission charged for keeping Accounts.

The Bank also receives money on Deposit at Three per oent. Interest,repayable 
on demand.

The B*nk undertakes for its Customers, free of charge, the custody of Deeds, 
Writings, and other Securities and Valuables; the collection^ Bills of Exchange, 
Dividends, and Coupons; and the purchase and sale of Stocks and Shares.

Letters of Credit and Circular Notes issued.
A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application.

FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
31st March, 1880.

The Birkbeck Building Society’s Annual Receipts 
exceed Four Millions.

HOW TO PURCHASE A HOUSE FOR TWO GUINEAS 
PER MONTH, with immediate Possession and no Rent to pay. Apply at 

the Office of the Birkbeck Building Socirrr.

HOW TO PURCHASE A PLOT OF LAND FOR FIVE 
SHILLINGS PER MONTH, with immediate possession, either for 

Building or Gardening purpose*. Apply at the Office of the Birkbeck Freehold 
Land Socirrr.

« A Pamphlet, with full particulars, on application.
FRANCIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 

Southampton Buildings, Chanoery Lane.

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE AGENCY,
AND

EUROPEAN DEPOT OF MESSRS. COLBY AND RICH, 
BOSTON, U.S.A.

J. J. MORSE,
53, SIGDON ROAD, DALSTON, LONDON, E

Established 1878.
AMERICAN DEPARTMENT.

All works published by Colby and Rich supplied, and each new work added 
to stock as soon as published. Any book not in stock procured for order without 
extra charge.

ALL BOOKS SENT POST FREE.
Abridged List of American Works issued by Colby and Rich on sale at the 

Agency. Complete Lists Post Free.
Works by A. J. Davis.

Complete Set*. 29 vol*. ... ............... .. .. ..............
Nature's Divine Revelations ... ,. ............... .. ..
Great Harmonia, 5 vols., per tol.................... .........................
Death and the After Life ..............................................
Views of our Heavenly Home—(Last New Work) ..............

Works of Dr. J. M. Peebles.
Buddhism and Christianity ............................................................
Christ, the Corner-stone of Spiritualism.....................................
Jesus : Myth, Man, or God............................................................
Parker Memorial Hall Lectures ................................................
Spiritual Haro—(Words and Musick•..................................
Our Immortal Homes—(Last Naw Work)..............

Works of William Denton.
Soul of Things (vols. 1, 2, and 3)—per vol. ..........................
Geology: The Past and Future of our Planet ..........................
What was He T or, Jesus in the Light of the Nineteenth Century 
Common-sense Thoughts on the Bible .....................................
The Irreconcilable Records; or, Genesis and Geology..............
Life of William Denton.......................................................................
Is Spiritualism True ? ... ............... .....................................

Poems by Lizzie Doten.
Poems of Progress ... ............................................................
Poems of the Inner Life ............................................................

Miscellaneous Writers. 
The Bible of Bibles.—Kersey Greaves ... ...............
The World’s Sixteen Crudfied Saviour* ..............
After Dogmatic Theology: What P—Stebbins..........................

.. 152 6
... 15 0
... « 6
... 3 6
..4 0

... 1 0

... 0 6

..2 6

... 1 0

... S 0

... 7 6

... 6 6

..6 6

... 5 6

... 0 6

... 1 0

..10

... 0 6

..6 6

..6 6

..8 6 

..8 6 

..3 6
NEW WORKS FROM THE PRESS OF COLBY AND RICH, 

BOSTON, U.8.
Religion of Spiritualism.—Dr. S. Watson ................................................. 6 0
The Scientific Bari* of Spiritualism.—Epes Sargent..................................... 7 0
The Witchcraft of New England.—Allen Potman ... ......................... 7 0

English Agent or the Religio • Philosophical Journal and 
Publishing House, Chicago, U.S.

All works issued by the above House sold or procured to order.

FOREIGN PERIODICALS DEPARTMENT.
Sabrnriptioiu reoeived for

THE BANNER OF LIGHT, 
The oldest Spiritual Journal in the world. Port free, 15b. per year. 

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, 
A Radical Spiritual Paper. Post free, 15e. per year.

LIGHT FOR ALL,
Published in California. Eight pages. 6s. per year post free.

MILLER’S PSYCHOMETRIC CIRCULAR, 
Published in Brooklyn, New York, and devoted to the exposition of the wonderful 

science of Psychometry. 6s. per year post free.
HARBINGER OF LIGHT, 

Published in Melbourne, Australia. 7s. per year, port free. This Journal 
delineates the progress of Spiritualism at the Antipodes.

Subscription* received for all the Periodicals published in England. 
Address all orders and communications to J. J. MORSE, Progressive Literature 
Agency, 53, Sigdon-road, Dalston, London, E. Terms Cash. P.O.O. London, E.C. 

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.—CATALOGUES POST FREE.

YMTRITING, SPEAKING MEDIUM—C A. ROLINE PAWLEY, 
v V Freo. of charge. Appointments made by letter only, with directed 

stamped envelope.—43, Earl's Court-road, Kensington.

MISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist and Rubber, has RE
MOVED to 51, George-street, Euston-road, where she sees patients by 

appointment only. Ladies suffering from weakness, misplacement, or prolapsus, 
speedily cured without medicine. Terms moderate.

JOHN HAMPDEN,
COMMONWEALTH TEA AND COFFEE STORES, 

17, LIVERPOOL STREET, LONDON, E.C., 
(Opposite Oread Eastern Railway Terminus.) 

COCOA-TEA-COFFEE.
India and China Tea skilfully Blended, Prices from Is. 8d.to 3s. per lb. 
The celebrated Commonwealth CoSee whole or ground, One Shilling 
per lb. Parcels to the value of £2 carriage free. Terms Cash. 

P.O.O. on London, E.C. Price Liats Free.

MESMERISM.

D. younger,
CURATIVE MESMERIST AND MEDICAL RUBBER,

23, LEDBURY ROAD, BAYSWATER.

AT HOME DAILY, from 2 to 5, or attend” Patients at their own 
homes, either for curative purpose* or to give his very amusing and in

structive Drawing-room Entertainment in Electro-Biology. He ha* a number 
of mesmeric sensitive* with whom he produces marvellous phenomena. He also 
teaches the art of putting pupils through several courses of practical experiments, 
guaranteeing proficiency, or gives written instructions. Terms moderate.
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