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NOTES BY THE WAY.

‘Tho Spoctator’ on ‘Tho Resurrection of tho Body’ is, 
in a way, instructive; not because it tolls us anything, but 
becauso it reveals a state of mind. It is always hazy and 
groping, on the subject of the immortal life, but its haze 
and its groping admirably reflect tho state of what is 
called ‘ tho public mind.’ We agreo with it that tho notion 
of the resurrection of tho body is as likely to be tho pivot 
of tho next great theological quarrel as any other subject; 
and wo are very sorry indeed for tho Bishop of London if 
ho has really been imprudont enough to commit himself to 
an oa/sk/e-of-the Church confession of faith in tho worst 
clause of the pseudo-* Apostles’ Creed.’

‘ Tho Spectator ’ repeatedly draws attention to the 
undoubted fact that belief in tho resurrection of the body 
—especially the resurrection of the body at some future 
far-off judgment-day—has gono all to pieces. Speaking of 
the laity, it says: ‘ Very few indeed of them hold that 
their present bodies will ever rise again, that idea being 
confined to tho most orthodox of the clergy, and the latter 
rather avoiding in the pulpit any closo dealing with the 
subject.’ St. Paul’s teaching concerning tho two bodies, 
the sensuous and the spiritual; the now widely diffused 
belief in apparitions, even tho story of tho dying thief, 
promised Paradise ‘ this day ’; together with growing 
knowledge and tho ripening sense of proportion, are 
making an end of that queer old belief in ‘ the resurrec
tion at tho last day.’ As ‘The Spectator’ reminds us, that 
belief was originally tho result of tho assuranco, cherished 
by tho first Christians, that tho roturn of Christ and the 
closing of tho dispensation wore very near: and the one 
belief depended upon tho other.

‘The Spectator’ concludes with its usual semi-agnostic 
moan: ‘ The whole subject is enveloped in a cloud com
pletely beyond penetration by thought.’ If it would 
suspend thought for a time, ami give experiment a chance, 
it might find light.

This same number of ‘ ’.rhe Spoctator contains tho 
following curious ring-story by Rowena Sampson-Kay

If not too lute for another ring-story, the following may 
interest, hoiiio of your renders. It occurred some eight, years 
ago, whilst I was at school near Boulogne. There was a 
pond in the garden, in which one of my schoolfellows lost a 
plain gold ring ; wo immediately told the gardener, who 
proceeded to drug the spot where the. ring had fallen, the 
water there being between 3ft. and I ft.. deep ; many anti 
many buckets of mud ho hauled up, but without success, and 
the ring was given up for lost. About three mornings later, 
it being bright and sunny, I suggested to one of t he girls we 
should go to the pond, for ‘ if the water was clear, by some 
Lucky chance we might Hee tho ring.' ‘Oh! mmson.se, she 
Said, ‘as if one could find it now ; the gardener probably 

buried it a great deal deeper than it was before.’ I said 11 
should go any way,’ so she accompanied mo. Passing the 
tool-house, 1 picked up a stick, ‘carnation ’ sticks, I think 
they arc called, long and smooth. On reaching the pond, 
the water was beautifully clear, but no ring was visible. 
‘There goes the school bell!’ cried my friend, ‘come along, 
wo shall be late ! ’ I replied by running my stick as far as it 
would go into tho mud. On drawing it out, my amazement 
can only be pictured, not described, for about half way up 
the stick was the ring ! Even now it seems to mo little short 
of a miracle, for how easily the stick might have hit on the 
edge of the ring and buried it yet deeper 1

A long communication on‘Occultism,’ signed ‘Pen with,’ 
appears in ‘The Church Review.’ It is written with 
evident seriousness—an enormous improvement on the old 
conventional drivel, almost as wicked as it was foolish—but 
it betrays a serious lack of all-round knowledge. We arc 
sorely tempted to point this out in detail, but it would bo a 
long process, and wo doubt its utility. We cannot force 
ripeness. Mellowness must come naturally.

This writer is a good Spiritualist, and does not know it; 
but he would know it if lie could only get a little freer from 
the old notions of miracle and God’s ‘ interferences ’ (his 
own word), and come into the open, to natural law. He 
is already half-way out, thanks, apparently, to Psychical 
Research and to his own personal experiences, which 
would find themselves very much at homo in ‘ Light.’

But he docs not like ‘Light’; and he shrinks from 
Spiritualism. We do not wish to hurry him. He is mani
festly far on tho road, and inquirers at his stage are, in 
some respects, more useful than fully-committed adherents. 
His concluding sentences are exceedingly enlightening as 
to states of mind and stages of development:

I observe our correspondence is exciting the attention 
not only of P.R.S. members, but also of ‘ Light,’ the organ 
of the Spiritualists, which gave lately some quotations from 
the ‘Church Review.’ 1 do not care for Spiritualism, 
because I fear that if it obtains really the communications 
with tho spirits of the departed they are mostly earth-bound 
spirits of people who have not been very good while on 
earth, if not of tho really wicked. There is a danger in the 
society of wicked people in this life : perhaps the peril is 
even worse of tho influence of wicked spirits of those who 
have lived and died without God in the world.

At this season we think of the spirits before the Throne, 
but these, 1 believe, only come to mankind by Divine com
mand, or at least Divine pel-mission, and so also do the spirits 
of the blessed dead. They are not lightly to be evoked by 
every medium or at any seance. Still, Spiritualism is a 
witness against materialism, and so far is useful.

Talk about a book with ‘local colour’! 'The Light’’ 
by Bernard Hamilton (Hurst, and Blackett), seems all 
colour—rich, vehement, and occasionally somewhat too 
warm; but thrilling, whatever happens;—a veritable 
romance for the times. But the weak ought to be warned. 
Mr. Hamilton is not only the writer of a gorgeously 
coloured romance: he is a prophot, in tho good old sense of 
that abused word ; that is to say. he is a forth speaker for 
what ho believes to be God, Humanity and Truth : and he 
can bo very strenuous, very unconventional and very 
startling. The first part of the book lakes us to Egypt 
and mystery ; the second to London ami the seething

mmson.se
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problems of today, but a curious psychological link unites 
them. It is a brilliant itory, and as immense a bit of 
no* el-writing as we have seen for many a day.

We intended to note, before today, a very remarkable 
sermon, preached to a very Urge congregation, in St. 
Philip’s Cbnn-b, Newcastle, by the Rev. Conrad Noel, on 
‘Spiritualism: its Contribution to Religious Thought. 
The sermon was buoyant, outspoken and frank in every 
way, as the following passages from a report in ‘The Daily 

Leader ’ will show:—
Mr. Noel averred that the popular so-called Christian 

belief a few veai> &ii" was that .liter ilea th the state of mail 
was absolutely and for ever fixed. A small minority went 
into a heaven of everlasting idleness, and the majority were 
everlastingly damned. At present, one minority in the 
Christian Church taught the old doctrine in all its ghastly 
hideousnrea Another minority—to which the St. 1'hilips 
clergy belonged -taught that every man, through possibly 
many a life after the pre* nt one, after painful experience, 
would eventually come into full and permanent salvation, 
and that his sin would come, gradually, to be rooted out. 
The vast majority in the Church, however, still believed, in a 
vague kind of way, in everlasting torment. They very 
sddom preached a sennun on the good old-fashioned hell, 
but they still went on preaching much the same kind of 
sermon about heaven, a heaven of absolute selfishness, for 
nothing cookl be more selfish than to wish to be saved 
whilst their dearest friends were tortured. Some Non
conformists preached a future life of progress. His own 
belief was identical, in many important respects, with that of 
the Theosophista, on the one hand, and Spiritualists on the 
other He oelieved that ‘ Whatsoever a man sows, so shall he 
reap either here or hereafter, even if that man was coward 
enough, on his deathbed, to get a little frightened and send 
for a priest. That was the law of educational punish
ment God would have them come to the knowledge of the 
truth, by finding out by experience how wrong the line of 
selfishness was, and that the true, deep law of their being 
was in community with God and with their fellow-men.

Some preachers had given up preaching the torments of 
bril, but h*d substituted no true teaching for it. Surely, the 
belief in the progressive future of man was of the utmost 
importance, and all who held it should try to unite, and 
forget their differences on other points.

spiritualists had done as much as anyone to attack that 
ridiculous doctrine that Christ died in order that they 
might put upon bis shoulders the punishment due to 
themsrives. Am soon as ever they got the idea of the 
s[ark of divinity in each man generally recognised, they 
would have social reform and social equality.

Concluding, be exprewed the opinion that spiritualistic 
phenomena ought to be more carefully guarded, and ought 
to be investigated under the most strict testa or conditions.

1 Poems of two worlds,’ by Reginald B. Span 
Digby, Long and Co.), will doubtless fulfil its miarioi • 
giving well-grounded pleasure to the writer’s frieM* , 
is an entirely creditable performance, on its own |r. * 
though it lacks the glow, the originality and the fine mu> 
phrasing of poetry' on its higher reaches. But the* 
scarce, very scarce, in these days of cataracts of 
and liqueur glasses of poetry.

1 Cecile,’ however, is not far from the (poetic) Kinri 
of Heaven; and ‘Onward! Upward!’ might earilv L 
turned into a spirited and helpful hymn, the keynotes 
which is perfectly sounded in that fine opening line

Up the hills of grand endeavour.

‘ The Coming Light ’ (San Francisco) in full of 
things, and is particularly bright and human. The Ottfo 
number introduces us to a young Californian poet, vifi. 
most interesting portrait and a pleasant selection fromk 
writings. The following has some originality about it 

Inclusions.
Flower in the seed, 
Earth in the sky, 
Plenty in need, 
Truth in the lie ; 
Death in the life, 
Life in the clay, 
Joy in the strife, 
Night in the day. 
Heaven in sorrow, 
Hell in delight;
To-day and to-morrow 
Deep buried in night. 
Clod in the soul, 
Soul in the clod, 
Rounding the whole, 
Resting in God.

We respectfully invite Dr. Stanton Coil’s attention to 
the report of his Address, as given in our columns last 
week, from a most trustworthy and accurate reporter. 
We specially invite his serious attention to the following 
sentence: ‘Were it possible, he said, for one person to 
surreptitiously enter the mind of another, and plant there, 
or take from there, any image or impression, such an act 
would be a sacrilege—a theft, and he would “join in burn
ing such a person as a witch.” ’

Will Dr. Stanton Coit repeat this or justify it ? We 
have, perhaps, no right to specially ask his confidences, but 
we have a right to publicly challenge him on this subject. 
Anyhow, we want to know the sort of world we are living 
in just now. Our columns are at Dr. Stanton Coit’s 
disposal.

We have received a temperate and touching little letter 
from the medium through whom ‘A Sprit’s idea of 
happiness ’ was said to be given. He does not think we 
have done justice to it or to him. None of us is infallible: 
but we did our best to be just. In the absence of evidence, 
we hold that every book professing to come from the 
unseen must be taken on its merits: and we took ‘ A 
Spiritsidea of happiness’ on its merits. We referred to 
the curious fact that it went on, without a break, for over

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of th 
London Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the Fn-nd 
Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from PiiradiE? • 
at 7 for 7.30 p.m., on Friday nczf, November 18th, when

MR. GEORGE HORATIO RIBBINGS 

will deliver an Address on ‘ Bible Spiritualism and Mor 
Spiritualism Compared.’

In accordance with Rule XV. of the Articles of 
turn, the subscriptions of Members and Associates dedei ' 
October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of ll“ 
year and the whole of 1899.

Telepathy.—A curious, though by no means unpsnIW* 
instance of telepathy, in connection with the death’ 
the Rev. J. T. Simpson, comes from Australia, 
‘ Methodist Times.’ The President of the Australian1' ; 
ference, hearing of Mr. Simpson’s illness, sat down 
him a letter of sympathy. Something arrestol Ins b’--• 
and he was unable to write. An impression flashwi in‘i> \ 
mind that Mr. Simpson was dead. He left his desk 
his wife. Shortly afterwards a telegram announ'in
sudden death of this much-lieloved minister arn^l \ 
when the times were compared the President found d. 
Simpson died at the very time he received thi" 'ir“' 
imprension,
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THE AMERICAN CONVENTION.
The ‘ Banner of Light ’ given a full report of the Sixth 

Annual Convention of the? National Spiritualiwta’ Awxriation 
of the United Staten of America and Dominion of Canada. 
The Convention, which wan held in the Masonic Temple, 
Washington, wax opened on October 18th, and the proceed
ings extended over four days.

The time wax mostly occupied by the transaction of pure 
matters of business; the reception of Report*, and <A 
report* on the report*, by committees appointed for that 
special purpose ; the conxideration of questions to which 
such reports gave rise ; the appointment of officers, Ac. Of 
all this, little would be of any xjxx.*ial interest to our reader*, 
beyond the very gratifying fact that a spirit of goodwill and 
harmony prevailed throughout, and that the results were 
such as to promise even greater succens on the part of th * 
Axaoci&tion in the future than in the past. We note that in 
the report of the Vies*President, Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, 
that lady made the following reference to the visit paid by 
the United States Delegates to the recent Congress in 
London:—

Two years ago your Vice-President (not by virtue of her 
official capacity) was honoured by an invitation from E. 
Dawson Rogers, Esq., President of the London Spiritual 
Alliance, to lx* present at the proposed International 
Congress of Spiritualists, to be held in London. It was then 

x*ed to hold that Congress in 1807. Later it was decider! 
told it in this jubilee year. As the President of the 

National Spiritualists’ Association wax unable to attend, the 
honour was conferred upon your V’ice-President to lead the 
delegates from the National Spiritualists’ Association to the 
London Congress. The other representatives appointed by 
the National Association were: Miss Lilian Whiting, Bos
ton ; Dr. J. M. Peebles, California; Mrs. Jennie Hagan 
Jackson, Texas ; Dr. Fred. L. H. Willis, New York. Miss 
Whiting was called suddenly to Paris and could not be pre
sent at the Congress. Dr. Willis was unable to attend. 
The three others, Dr. Peebles, Mrs. Jackson and your Vice- 
President, accompanied Mr. J. J. Morse on his return trip 
from our National Jubilee. I here desire to place on record 
our acknowledgment of the courtesy and kindness shown by 
Mr. Morse on the voyage and in London.

Arrival in London.
Saturday, June 18th, we arrived in London, and on Sun

day. the 19th, as an opening to the Congress, a service was 
held in St. James’s Hall (Banqueting Room). under the 
ministration of the Rev. John Page Hopps. The room was 
so crowded that an overflow meeting was at once arranged 
in another room in the same building. Dr. Peebles, Mrs. 
Jackson, and your Vice-President were asked to assist at 
that meeting, Mr. Morse acting as chairman. Both meetings 
were a great success, and were a splendid beginning to the 
Congress.

Your representatives were received with every manifesta
tion of honour and fraternity, not only as representatives of 
the National Spiritualists’ Association of the I nited .States 
and Canada, but as representative workers in Spiritualism.

The report of the Congress has been publisher! in full in 
the columns of ‘ Light ’ and the ‘Two Worlds.’ ‘Light m 
edited by that, efficient and long-time worker in the ( ause, 
E. Dawson Rogers, Esq., President of the Ixmdon Spiritual 
Alliance, under the auspices of which the Congress was held. 
Distinguished representative Spiritualists were, however, 
invited to take the chair at the different sessions. Each 
one, on opening the session over which he presided, pre
sents! an address both timely and characteristic.

Representatives were in the Congress from France, Italy. 
Denmark, Sweden, Germany, and almost all the countries of 
Europe, and from South America, Canada, and the I nited 
States. To our surprise, no effort wax made to interest the 
secular Press of London in the proceedings of the Congress, 
which some of us regretted, ax the essays and deliberations 
would have commanded the respect and interest of the 
reading public of Ixindon and the United Kingdom. How
ever. the management preserved a dignified bearing, and 
perha|is thought the Press should seek the ( bngress as a 
matter of news instead of the Congress seeking the 1 ress.

(Special invitations were sent to all the leading news
papers. - Ei>. ‘Light.’) , . .

The meetings were crowded, and the interest unaljated 
from first to last. One noticeable feature of the Congress 
was tlie far-reaching nature of the subjects considered, and 
the fact that Continental Europe, through its representatives, 
presented papers discussing occultism, reincarnation (or sue- 
revive lives), which latter subject is quite objectionable to the 

British Spiritualist, as it was formerly to the 
American Spiritualist. Vet there was room for all. and con 
sidcrablo toleration of the new views, though lively discus

sions followed the prtwntalion of sonx- of the ijoixtm. The 
various subjects, including the philosophy and phenomena, 
were ably and clearly presenterJ. Many lengthy papers. how
ever, could not be read at the Congress, but the whole arc 
being published in ‘ Light,’in each succew’iive number, and 
we were told that it would require a whole year to publish 
them.

Spiritualism ox the Continent.
It was noticeable that Spiritualism, ax prwenterf by the 

representatives from the Continent. treated mostly of the 
philosophical and mental phase*, toe physical phenomena 
and tests or messages occurring usually in the tamoy circlet 
and private stances, both to protect the sitters and mediums 
from the surveillance of the authorities (who are very acii'e 
against spiritual phenomena in most European cities), and 
to ensure the best results. Automatic or inflf*rat»onal 
writing seems to be a favourite form of mediumship in Italy, 
France, ami other European countries. It- is also noticeable 
in Great Britain that the physical phenomena and U*ta are 
secondary to the philosophy, or are, at least, not ao much a 
part of the public presentation as formerly, or as in America. 
There seems to be very little occasion, either in Continental 
Europe or England, for the discussion of that so much 
mooted question (in this country) of 4 fraud.’ The police on 
the one hand and the tendency to private investigation on 
the other have led to different results from th'/se existing 
here, and the Congrem had no occasion, apparently, to aw 
with this subject, the affirmative side of the question, the 
undoubted mediumship and phenomena, being the side 
chiefly considered.

One of the best letters to the Congress, also one 
best to our own Jubilee at Rochester, was sent by W 1. 
Stead, editor of the ‘ Review of Iteriews,' who was prevented 
from attending the Congress by a serious accident on the 
very first day of the Congress (I think). Sir Milharn 
Crookes, who also was unable to attend, sent a very 
but rather non-committal letter, in which he reaffirmed his 
former experiment*, but did not so distinctly affinn bis con
viction of their spiritual origin as the Spiritualists in the 
Congress might have wished? M'e are happy to note, how
ever, that in the recently-published addr&* of Sir William 
Crookf*, on the occasion of his acceptance of the Presidency 
of the British Academy of Science, he spoke with no doubtful 
sound, and distinctly reaffirms the phenomena and their un- 
doubted source. Nothing could be better calculated to 
reassure Spiritualists and to interest the scientific minds 
than Sir William Crookes’ address : better far before the 
British Association of Science than before the Congress ot 
Spiritualists.

Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace.
Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace was chairman on the afternoon 

assigned him. and read his paper. Preliminary to the read
ing he stated that he had made known the results of his 
investigations in Spiritualism from time to time and as 
recently as ten years ago, since which he had no further 
experiments to record, and liad not changed his then 
expressed convictions (/.<*., of the truth of the phenomena 
and their spiritual origin). His Spiritualism, however, had 
led him along the line of applying its principles to the social 
and political problems of the day, an<! he then [troceeded to 
read his paper, which was broad, far-reaching, and which 
every true American and every friend of progress the world 
over could fully endorse. He touched with matchless skill 
those problems that are now agitating the most enlightened 
minds of all nations. He seemed to be inspired by some of 
those great reformers who have parsed to the higher congress 
of the skies. His benignant face was crowned with silver 
hair, and his earnestness of speech made him seern like a 
prophet declaring some of the social and political fulfilments 
of the twentieth century. Many expressed disappointment 
that Dr. Wallace did not give an address on Spiritualism. 
He gave what his Spiritualism had brought to him, and none 
could do more.

The reunion or r«/R»v-rit»i;w/iu’ held in the large St. James's 
Hall on Fridaj* night was a fitting close of the Congress, and 
brought together the largest assembly of representative 
Spiritualists ever held in London, [lerhaps in the world.

Dispersion of Representatives.
At the conclusion of the Uongrrex your representatives 

dispersed to different fields of lalwur. Mrs. Jackson went to 
< llasgow, and later she joined Dr. Peebles and Mr. Morse in the 
annual meeting of the Federation of Spiritualists in Keighley. 
They also attendcxl a grand meeting in Manchester, at which 
place they met that veteran co-worker ami sister. Mrs. 
Emma Ilardinge Britten. 1 was informed that at that place 
there was the utmost enthusiasm for the Cause and respect 
for your representatives.

Mr. Richmond and myself remained in London, as your 
Vice-President had engaged to sjieak three out of the four 
remaining Sundays of her stay in England for the principal 
London society, the Marylelione Spiritualists' Association, 



meeting at the Cavendish Rooms, and presided over by that 
veteran Spiritualist, Thomas Everitt, Esq. (who, with his 
noble wife, has sustained and strengthened the Cause in 
London for more than twoacore years) Here was familiar 
ground indeed, though, alas ’ not many familiar faces, since 
of all who twenty six years ago first welcomed your Vice- 
President to lxmdon. only a handful of the veterans 
remained. 1 recall St Ain ton Moses, James Burns, Benjamin 
Coleman. Mr. and Mrs, Alary Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. Hall, 
and a full half hundred who. rine in years and good deeds, 
have joined the great company beyond.

Work in Niwcastlb-ox-Tyxk, England.
(hi Sunday, July loth, your Vice-President and her 

husl Mind risitea Newcastle-on-Tyne, in the extreme north of 
England, speaking for the Spiritualist society of that place. 
Here again were old and new friends, and here, as in all the 
northern and middle counties of England, she found a truly 
American spirit, and the Cause has made much progress since 
our former visits. In fact, on the four preceding visits notice
able progress had been made, but now it is more marked. 
We missed the b»niily presence of our former chairman, 
William Bark as, Esq., scholar. artist, politician and business 
man, one who for years bore the banner of Spiritualism 
forward in Newcastle to his great credit and advancement. 
People would say: ‘Oh, yes I if Alderman Barkas is a 
Spiritualist, there must be some good in it’ Three week
day meetings were held at Newcastle and one at North 
Shadds, near the mouth of the Tyne, with eminent!}’ good 
results.

Both before our visit north and after our return to 
London, visits and receptions occupied the time until the 
date of sailing five America, July 21st.
We note that in the ‘Banners’ account of the Vice-Presi

dents Rep rt no mention is made of Mrs. Cadwallader. 
It is true that that lady was not one of the delegates 
appointed to the Congress by the National Spiritualists' 
Association, but she was chosen at the Rochester J ubilce 
u> represent the gathering there : was the delegate also 
<•£ the First Association of Philadelphia and the National 
Young People s Union; and came over in the same 
vessel as the delegates of the Association. She took an 
active part in the proceedings of the Congress, and 
rendered very acceptable services to various local socie
ties both in London and the provinces.—Ed. ‘ Light.’]

Elution of Officers.
Mr. Harrison D. Barrett was re-elected President. We 

amgratufale tbe Association on their wisdom in making this 
app intment Mr. Barrett has laboured bard on behalf of 
the best interests of the Association, and sought in every 
way to keep the ‘Cause* pure and beyond reproach. In this 
admirable effort we hope he will be well sustained.

Tbe H<m A. H. Davey was elected Vice-President in the 
place of Mre Richmond.

Mr*. M T Longley wm chosen as Secretary, in the place 
of Mr. F. Woodburv.

Changes were amo made in the list of Trustees.
A Gxxnors Offer.

The following welcome statement came, in the coarse of 
the proceedings, under the head of * New Business ’:—

The Chairman announced that he had received a most 
genen/us oder from a scientist who ia at tbe head of a scientific 
institute in America, to the effect that a laboratory com- 
prwng «everal r<*»ms and a set of instruments Mtimatcd 
at fifteen thousand dollars will be put at the disposal of the 

together with the services of a com petent ex peri- 
sorter familiar with laboratory work, physiology, biology 
a-. i median? These services, as well as the laboratory, are 
•AthI statatdy free.

The purpose 4 thia laboratory is to investigate psychical 
phenomena, and especially phenomena produced by the 
■sinm. The «*x|ie(kM*4 board ami rooro of such mediums 
or psyehita during their sojourn at tbe institution will be 
brepe by the donator. It remained with the Association to 
decide whether it would me the laboratory - - which would 
practically it* own -fir the purpar of investigating the 
mediums. U» a certificate would be delivered after 
their mediumMtie qualities had been thoroughly investigated 
•nd experimenU made, and a report published in the 
peyebic quarterly which m being drnameu of. Tbe donator 
does not wish bu name known at present, as hie object is not 
forpereonal aggrandisement, but to advance human interests.

Tois offer was unanimously and gratefully received, and 
the lnoKBiog board >4 trustees instructed to confer with the 
/ P^’.^^rvpwt, express to him the heartfelt thanks 

«• the Association, and proceed to put his plan in operation.
IFe observe that cmr friend, Mr. E. W. Wallis, of Man- 

wU ■ on ■ hat to the Cnilnd States, attended the 
the Conention, and vH accorded a very hearty 

7, fVe meeting of the Convention next year will be 
•wld m Chicago.

OUR AMUSING CRITICS.
By ‘An Old Investigator.’

No. I.
Those persons who have possessed the patience mu] 

severance, to carefully investigate the varied phenomsnaiid 
the subtle laws, classed under tho name of‘spiritual,’ 
achieved a position which enables them tn perreive »L 
ignorance and utter incompetency of those who an> k 
quently regarded by the ignorant as the great teacheru 
the present day.

These assumed teachers may bo fairly good exponenUni 
simple facts, connected with average science, and a* iqa 
they may do their work well. When, however, them om 
usually puffed up with a belief in their own infallibility 
venture to write on so subtle a matter as the phenom^ 
termed spiritual, their brains seem at once to be deprive! 
reasoning powers; common logic is ignored,assertionsar» 
put forward in place of facts, and falsehood is sulhtituihj 
for truth.

The successful investigator of spiritual phenomena 
regards such unfortunate men much as an English travel^ 
would regard a tribe of men in Central Africa, who hid no 
knowledge whatever of steam, electricity, or photograph 
but were under the delusion that they knew, and could 
explain everything.

After the many severe lessons in the past, that history 
tells us have been given to the obstructionists of facte, and 
truths, it shows a very feeble intelligence, when men rushiu 
and assert, misrepresent, and assume the role of infallibility, 
and presume to teach those whose shoe latchete they an 
scarcely worthy to untie. To the old investigator that 
men are amusing, but to the ignorant they may be dangerou, 
as they mislead, and misrepresent, where they claim m 
instruct.

An excellent example of the feebleness of reasoning<■ 
subtle phenomena will be found in ‘The Illustrated Londua 
News’ of October 22nd last, under the heading ‘.Son* 
Jottings,’ by Dr. Andrew Wilson.

It may be remembered that in his address to the Brituh 
Association, Sir W. Crookes referred to certain facte connected 
with telepathy, and other phenomena governed by subtle 
laws. That Sir W. Crookes should have dared to speak d 
such subjects, when Dr. Andrew Wilson does not believe in 
their existence, seems to have so irritated the Doctor that k 
seizes his pen and dashes off a Beries of sentences, which w 
well worth preserving as examples—whilst we are surprised 
that during the penning of the production the police did not 
interfere to ascertain what was the matter. Here u on? of
the Doctor’s paragraphs :—

‘ One cannot help expressing regret that the Preaideoi 
(Sir W. Crookes) thought fit to interpolate into a pairiy 
scientific oration matter and opinions tbat decidedly Wow 
to the sphere of pure theory, and to a domain in which th 
pranks of the trickster, and the medium, play no unia 
portant part.’

Dr. Andrew Wilson is incorrect in his premises. Sir W 
Crookes did not deal with matters of pure theory, k: 
referred to well-attested facts. Because Dr. Andrew Wilws 
is ignorant of these facto, his assertion that they belong to 
pure theory is an exhibition of feeble intelligence.

Dr. A. Wilson then makes some offensive remark* relrt'* 
to the late Mr. D. D. Home, and Sir W. Crookes cwd® 
investigation# of the phenomena. The fact of an noof®* 
placed in a cage, so that no human hand could pmdbly te* 
it, and then the accordion nevertheless played any air* !V’*' 
for, is to this learned Doctor, a proof that it wm • *7 
conjuring trick, because the accordion was placed 
table, where the effect of light would not so much 1 
with the conditions necessary to obtain results. ' \ 
graphy a conjuring trick, because the plate is reqm^ 
taken into a dark room to be developed 1 The dw1 ” u-. 
is not yet Quite well known to the superficial sciento • 
ought to know when he considers the Rbntgcn ray'-

We next come to the following lovely sentence
‘Asa scientific man, Sir W. Crookes ought I" 

sisted on the accordion being played on the
Good Heavens! Dr. Andrew Wilson presuming te ‘ 
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SirW. Crookes how difficult problems, governed by the most 
subtle and delicate laws, ought to be investigated on 
scientific principles. Wo should as soon expect to hear of 
the King Penguin, with its little flappers in place of wings, 
instructing tho Sea Eagle, and Albatross, how they ought to 
use their wings on scientific principles, in order to fly long 
distances.

‘The spiritualistic dodgers,’ continues this profound 
Doctor, ‘always require the dark, or at least conditions 
that no scientific man, chary of his reputation as an observer 
of phenomena, could possibly accept.’

We were always under the belief that in order that we 
should obtain results, it was absolutely necessary that we 
adopt those laws which we found produced satisfactory 
results. In order to send a telegraphic message we must 
insulate our wire. Why insulate the wires? We ought to 
insist, as scientific investigators, that the wire ought not to 
lie insulated, and then we should soon find that electrical 
tricksters and dodgers were unable to transmit a message, 
and that we, by our scientific cleverness, had imposed condi
tions which had fully exposed them !

Reference is then marie by Dr. Andrew Wilson to Mr. D- 
D. Home and Mrs. Lyon, and as we happened to be well 
acquainted with both, we will in a future article state the 
facts, and refer to the Doctor’s assertions thereon.

MEETING OF THE S.P.R.

By An Occasional Correspondent.

At a meeting of the Society for Psychical Research, held 
at the Westminster Town Hall, on Friday evening, November 
4th, Mr. F. Podmore read a paper entitled ‘ A Predecessor 
of Mrs. Piper’s.’ From Mr. Podmore’s point of view, Mrs. 
Piper was a clairvoyant medium—one of many others, 
both ancient and modern. As a rule clairvoyants had not 
been faithfully reported, for as a rule only good seances were 
recorded. An exceptional case was that of a somnambule 
employed by M. Cahagnet, a cabinet-maker, residing in Paris, 
who about 1845 became keenly interested in animal mag
netism. Under his guidance this somnambule, whose name 
was Adele Magnot, became a clairvoyante of the first water. 
She described with marvellous fidelity the features, dress, and 
bodily conditions of deceased persons, formerly known to the 
sitters. At times she clairvoyantly discovered and conversed 
with living persons absent from France, bringing messages 
to the anxious inquirers and information of the missing 
one’s whereabouts. Cahagnet was at great pains to obtain a 
corroboration of Adele’s statements, and many of the notes 
taken at the sittings and afterwards published were duly 
attested and signed by the person or persons interested. 
This case of Adele’s was a very remarkable one, as it was 
closely paralleled by that of Mrs. Piper. Its explanation 
was not an easy matter. According to Mr. Podmore, it might 
be attributed to spirits, but the probabilities were rather 
upon the side of telepathy. In reviewing the evidence, it 
was noticeable that the corroboration was strongest where 
the details were known—that is to say, were already in tho 
minds of the sitters-but when the statements made went 
outeido the actual knowledge of those present confirmation 
was often lacking. He (Mr. Podmore) must not be under
stood to say that everything that came through Mrs. Piper 
was the result of thought-transference ; but in dealing with 
her trance utterances wo were bound to consider the records 
of the past, and, if we did so, we must necessarily make a 
large discount from the claim for actual spirit communication.

Mr. Myers followed Mr. Podmore with an interesting 
paper dealing with ‘Some Reciprocal an<l other Cases 
recently received by the Society.’ A. B.

TO correspondents.
Reveral communications are of necessity held over for a 

future issue.
1 Gibraltar.'—Please tell UM where we can find the verse 

which you have kindly sent us. Wo cannot think that 
you have quoted it correctly.__________

Parih - ‘ Light ’ may be obtained from Mons. Leymarie, 
12, Rue du Sommvrard.

‘SPIRITUALISM FOR THE PEOPLE.’

The following Manifesto, addressed to Spiritualists 
generally, has been issued by the Onward Spiritualist 
Association, Peckham:—

At the beginning of the past summer this Association, 
in a couple of Manifestoes under the above heading, ventured 
to press upon the movement the policy, while the fine 
weather lasted, of holding as many meetings as possible in the 
open air. The Association is glad to think that its advocacy 
of this form of pro|iaganda was not altogether without 
result; and it desires to express the hope that those societies 
and individuals that, during the warm weather, adopted 
the plan will not, as succeeding summers come round, 
allow the policy to fall into desuetude.

In the first of the Manifestoes above referred to the 
Association said :—

‘As the winter approaches we hope to lay before the 
movement a “ plan of campaign ” whereby, during the cold 
weather, a knowledge of Spiritualism’s glorious gospel may 
be brought before the people at their own firesides.’ 
That promise the Association desires now to redeem.

The winter plan of operations advocated is the ayrtematic 
nowM-to-houM dmlr ibulwn, on loan. of Spiritualist literature. 
The modus operandi is for societies or indis iduals to purchase 
as large a supply as possible of some of the many cheap 
propagandist pamphlets on Spiritualism that are now to l.e 
obtained. Each copy of these pamphlets should, by means of 
an ordinary needle-and-thread, be strongly stitched in a 
stout brown paper cover. On the front of this cover should 
be written, rubber-stamped, or printed, in bold letters, the 
words: ‘To be called for in a week’s time.’ Underneath 
this should appear the name and address of the society or 
person to whom the pamphlet belongs, together with the 
address of the nearest Spiritualist meeting-place. A few 
extra covers should be prepared, with which to replace those 
that get worn-out or soiled.

One description of pamphlet should now be left at as 
many houses in the neighbourhood as there are copies in 
hand, with a verbal explanation that- such pamphlet is, 
gratuitously, lent to read, and that it will be called for on 
that day week. (Of course a record should be kept of the 
houses at which the pamphlets are left.) The following 
week these pamphlets should be exchanged for others of a 
different sort, those that were left the previous week being 
now taken to a fresh series of houses, and so on. (Needless 
to say, back numbers of Spiritualist journals would be a 
very suitable kind of literature to distribute in this way ; 
and instead of being they could be ytnenj

By means of the plan proposed, an entire town could, 
even with a limited supply of literature, be quickly 
saturated with our doctrines, people being made acquainted 
with Spiritualist truths who otherwise would never have 
heard of them. Questions on the subject could, of course, 
be answered by the caller ; ‘ Light' and ‘The Two Worlds 
could be offered for sale; Spiritualist books could be recom
mended for perusal : and advice on circle-holding and other 
matters could be given. Altogether, were the plan suggested 
carried out by Spiritualists at all generally, an amount of in
formation on Spiritualistic subjects would be diffused, 
unprecedented in the movement’s history. The interest 
aroused would l)e unbounded ; anil the converts made, 
innumerable. This Association ventures, therefore, with 
much fraternal feeling and many good wishes, to respectfully 
urge upon their fellow-Sjiiritualists in all parts of the world 
the immediate carrying out of the above-explained or 
some such idea, as perhaps a not unworthy method of still 
f ortho r ce lebrating, in this year of J 898, the movements 
Semi Centennial.

Signed on behalf of the Committee,
Jno. Theo. Audy, President; 
Herbert E. Brown, Secretary.

HO, then an I-road, Peckham, Loudon, S.E., 
October 29th.

Ignorance is the father, and indolence the mother, of 
nearly all the evil in the world. I nntruct the one ami employ 
the other, and their children will need no other regeneration.



554: LIGHT. [November 12,

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANS,
LONDON, W.O 

SATURDAY, XOVKMKKR I2tk, ISOS.

EDITOR ................................... K. DAWSON ROGERS.
.taute.1 « Shift </ Mi Contributor.

SVMCBirnOR Rat is.—‘Light’ mar be had free by post on tho follow
ing UmsTwelve months, 10b. 1A1.; six months, 5s. 5d. Payments 
to be made in advance. To United States, SdoL 70c.

A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.

Paici Tvopbno Wbkklt.

COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 
the Editor, Office of ‘Light,* 110, St. Martin's-lane, London, W.C. 
Business oommunications should in all cases be addressed to 
Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Office of ‘Ligbt,* and not to the Editor. 
Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to Mr. B. D. 
Godfrey, and should invariably be crossed *--------& Co.’

‘Light’may also be obtained from F, W. Allkn, 4, Ave Maria-lane, 
London, and all Booksellers.

CAN WE AGREE 1

Every now and then we find it necessary to pull oiu- 
selves together and ask this question ; and we always find 
the efficacy of the good, shrewd old plan of answering one 
question by asking another. In this case, for instance, we 
always find it extremely useful to ask: * Agree about 
what ’ * That uniformly serves to answer the double 
purpose of clearing the air and opening the windows. It 
is indeed a lovely question: * Agree about tchitl f'

But suppose we leave that for a moment, and ask 
another question: ‘Why should we agree V or ‘Why want 
to agree ’ ’ Has not the world, in the vast majority of its 
Societies, Institutions, Clubs, Churches and Drawing
rooms, been making the initial mistake of wanting people 
to think alike—or, at all events, to talk alike; of resolving 
even to shut them out or damn them if they did not, would 
not, could not think alike ? How did this come about ? 
The real cause of the tendency is probably the lingering 
barbaric inability to bear contradiction ; and so the Insti
tution or Club uses its black balls, the Drawing-room cuts 
or cold-shoulders, the man with strong opinions fires up, 
and the Church damns; and all the time, the people con
cerned probably do not know what is really the matter 
with them ; do not know that they are only manifesting a 
sort of primeval-forest inability to bear contradiction.

The not wanting everybody about you to agree with 
you is a fine result of personal culture: the desire to 
gather into one Society, Club, Drawing-room, or Church, 
thoughtful people who do not agree, will one day be one 
of the fine results of modem civilisation. But we are a 
long way from it yet.

We could not help falling into this train of thought 
while reading certain late American proposals for drawing 
up and issuing ‘ A Declaration of Principles ’; and, from a 
pathetic and amusing selection of papers, we extract two 
which are very instructive.

Here, first,is a long communication in ‘The Progressive 
Thinker ’ signed ‘Ear’ gib,’ 'rhe writer views with amaze
ment a draft of ‘A Declaration of Principles’ already 
made public. He vehemently asserts that it omits a ‘ vital 
fact' (there is always the omission of something ‘ vital ’!). 
This particular * vital fact ’ is embodied in the following 
proposition: ‘ That Modem Spiritualism has established by 
ample evidence and conclusive proof that no communica
tion baa ever come from what we call the spirit world or 
higher life, save from a human spirit’ Thia, it is said, is a 
fact recognised by every intelligent Spiritualist on the 
earth Unlay , ami, apparently, 'Sar’gis* would bo satisfied 
with that alone as ‘A Declaration of Principles’; and 
why ! Simply because it knocks down something he 
dislikes, and sets up something which specially attracts 

him. Ho says: ‘That Declaration, now established 
once and for over annihilates all tho creeds, theologies 
divine inspirations that havo plagued, confused 
emasculated the intellect of mankind in all limos’; 
is, in his opinion, ‘ tho one paramount teaching of all 
communication since tho rappings at the Hyde»vj]L 
cottage?

Tho odd thing is that this writer doos not seem to Sfe 
what would happen if ho got a Declaration which wmi|i| 
‘ swoop away, at one foil swoop, tho whole thoologic stnjc. 
turo of tho ages ’; for ho goes on to say :

.1 ust look at our so-called, and too often self-called, leadit. 
One insists we must recognise, in terms, a personal {;„j' 
Another ridicules tho suggestion as a softening of the brain. 
Again, one regards Jesus as the great divinely inspired 
pattern teacher, and bitterly berates all who differ, with ru| 
orthodox unction. An equally intelligent man laughs at 
this and regards the Nazareno as a myth founded on a myth. 
And so we. go.

Next comes the scientific Spiritualist, if anyone can tell 
what that is. Read Dawbarn’s paper on atoms, sent to the 
Jubilee, and then turn to Lock wood’s address on the molecular 
hypothesis as necessary to spirit communication, and then to 
Mrs. Richmond’s discourse on the X-ray, and finally to Abby 
Judson’s letter on ‘ Whirls.’ ami then try and fix up a common 
platform on which they and their sympathetic thinkers can 
all stand.

And vet ho is ready to add to all this variety his own 
Declaration, warranted to smash everybody’s theology, in 
the name of ‘ individual mental freedom ’!

Thon in conies Professor J. S. Loveland, in ‘The Light, 
of Truth,’ with 7/is ‘ vital fact.’ Certain persons, lie says, 
‘still hunger for tho fleshpots of Egypt,’and, as they are 
‘ in dead earnest,’ they are dangerous ; so all the flesbpots 
(of old belief in a personal God) must be taken out of 
tho way. ‘ Modern Spiritualism,’ he says, ‘is adistinctively 
new era in human thought and experience,’ and the old 
‘ Babylonian structures of all past systems of religion' 
have fallen before it. Hence we want a Declaration of 
Principles which will recognise this ‘ vital fact,’ which will 
‘ state what we mean by life, what are its factors, powers, 
possibilities, and destiny,’ social, political, and religious (a 
very large order I). Especially must we come to a settle
ment as to ‘ the God question,’ and ‘ there is none more in 
need of settlement’; but it must be sittlod vigorously. 
1 The spirit of compromise yields to the demands of ignorant 
conservatism,’ but there must bo no compromise about 
God, says Professor Loveland. He has got logo. ‘Wc 
must shut out the idol,’ in every form, whether as 'a 
personal deity’ or ‘an impersonal God or “Oversold,” 
invested with personal attributes.’ This, says the Pro
fessor, is ‘ a monstrous inconsistency,’ and ‘ to prevent it 
wc must in due time carefully and exhaustively discuss 
the question ’ (think what that must mean'). We must, 
then, he says, so ‘construct our Declaration’ as to bar out 
a God who can be a proper object of ‘ love or reverence 
or ‘ trust.’

It is all very miserable. But what is the moral I 
Surely to give up this barbaric desire to make men agree 
or to push them out. In our music, wc want the whole 
orchestra ; not a drum, a triangle, and a trombone. Besides 
we can. agree upon a general basis of belief in the open 
road between tho spirit people and ourselves; and, truly, 
in trying to make that road plain and smooth, we needlin' 
help of every variety of mood and mind.

We have been requested to state that Mr. II. Towns I ■■ 
returned to London, and will be pleased to see his old friend' 
at 113, Lisson-grove, N.W.

London Hpiritualist Alliance. -A meeting of tk 
Members, Associates, and friends of tho London Spiritualr; 
Alliance was held in tho French Drawing Room, St Jaim*" 
Hall, on the evening of Friday, the I th inst., when Mr J •’ 
Morse, under control, ably answered a number of inicivU'"* 
questions submitted by the audience. Wo shall giu:• an,i«',i 
in our next issue.
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SEANCES FOR SOMNAMBULISTIC AND 
MEDIUMISTIC PHENOMENA.

By M.— T. Falcomek, 
Of Alessandria, Piedmont,

IJcenziiito dalle Sezioni Magistrate o Consolare della B.Scuola 
Superioro di Venezia.

iWossore titolaro di soienze giuridiche nel R. Istituto 
Tecnioo di Alessandria (Jia nominate Console onorario 

di Hawaii.

<»/’ Address written for the. I nt<motional Congress 
of Spiritualists, held in London on June 19-21, 1898.

(C’o7t//'?M«erZ from page 544.)

PART I.
Chapter II.—Special Observations.

1. Characteristics of the psychical communications—a 
case of phonic phenomena.

2. Categorical questions as to the cause of the pheno
mena ; practical philosophy.

3. Discussions concerning the cause of the phenomena.
4. Communications at the first series of sittings.

1. From an objective point of view, the writing in the 
somnambulic state bore an English character, without 
abbreviations ; it was large and sloping, rounded and wider 
spreading than her own handwriting. The words often ran 
one into another, and altogether it was not so easy to read 
as her own normal writing. The average length of the 
communication was of thirty lines of seven words each. 
The sum total amounted to 570 lines or 3,990 words. 
As to the rapidity used, it was of about one hour for 
142 lines or 994 words. As to the literary form, the style 
used in the communications was different from the Cou ntess’s 
own style. The expressions were clear and correct, with a 
tendency to conciseness and sobriety of language. The 
subject treated was generally of a serious character and 
highly moral.

From the subjective point of view—as to the agent of the 
phenomena—the consciousness of the Countess was never 
apparent. The written messages purported to proceed from 
the departed. The same applied to the oral communications. 
It was only during the second series that, whilst entranced, 
she used the ‘ I.’ Remarkable was, in the same seance, the 
change of her personality to one or more Egos. The unknown 
agent professed to be a disincarnated spirit, as well in this 
case as in other manifestations obtained in both series of 
sittingsand in the spontaneous phenomena of sounds. It 
happened in the following way :—

Oil one evening not devoted to a stance, I was sitting with 
the Countess in the usual drawing-room. I was reading to her 
one of my descriptions of Venice, and was making the rough 
draft of a plan thereof, which she followed attentively. 
Just as I read the words : ‘ In this way the I’anal Grande 
is the thoroughfare,’ the silvery sound of a bell was heard, 
which seemed to be at a distance of a metre and a half from 
us, at the entrance of the drawing-room ; but, as it happened, 
there was no such thing as a bell there. The idea which 
crossed my mind at once was that the cat, playing under 
the little work-table, had given a jerk to a bell which I 
supposed to be fastened to tho top of a. closed skein-winder 
which was standing on this little table. I say I supposed, 
because I could not clearly discern the top of the skein
winder oil account of the faint light near which we were 
standing.

‘What is it?’ inquired tho Countess.
‘The cat,’ I replied, and went on reading about the 

* Canal Grande, bordered by palaces, Arc.’
Tho Countess was looking quietly at the plan anti 

following my explanations attentively, when again we heard 
a silvery sound like the first, but somewhat protracted.

| But what is it 1 ’ she asked, startled.
‘But do you not seo it is the cat? 1 rejoint'd, thinking 

it most likely that tho cat, with a- jerk of its tail, had 
t<MM<»d the boll which I fancied was on top of the skein 
Winder. I had hardly given this answer when thosound was 
repeated but prolonged and with a startling insistence.

‘Good gracious, what is it?’ exclaimed tho Countess.
‘ What do you think it can bo ? Arc you afraid of 

thieves? Let us go ami sec.’ And together we entered 
the only room next to the one which we occupied, to catch, 
if possible, the author of the disturbance. We looked, we 
searched, but in vain.

‘ Now, you have convinced yourself that there arc no 
thieves. How can you be afraid of nothing?’ said I. The 
question was easy enough to put, but how about explaining 
the mysterious fact ?

Somewhat troubled and impressed, the Countess, acting 
on a suggestion of mine and falling at once into the usual 
state of hypnosis, began writing : ‘I am Mima, 1 am Mima.’ 
After this she drew the design of a grate or railing and 
came to herself.

‘ Who is this ? ’ I asked.
After a moment's thought in which she seemed to search 

her memory, she answered that it was the name of a inaid 
who had died.

2. As the Countess B. was’the only subject for observation 
and control at the sittings, 1 was enabled to ask many ques
tions of her on the facts observed and their causes.

(//) Were these facts some game played by her ? (6) Were 
they occasioned by her Ego while she was immersed in this or 
that phase of somnambulism ? (■•) Did they proceed from 
my will or the will of any of the company or from the joined 
wills of all ? (//) Were they caused by the will of some one 
absent, by telepathic action ? (e) Or were they a production 
of the so-called unconscious Ego ?

Though a great many other questions might be asked 
pushing the analysis further, so as to respond to the 
unexhaustablc exigencies of pure philosophy, I shall limit 
myself to practical philosophy, observing facts and drawing 
the conclusions which good sense indicates.

3. Various reasons, physical and moral, many arguments, 
objective and subjective, separate as well as combined, make 
it evident that the causes aforenamed were not the only 
source of facts of which 1 had been the only witness at the 
eleven first sittings, assisted by other persons at the remain
ing eight.

These reasons and arguments constitute such a basis as to 
satisfy all the critical minds that do not lose themselves in 
those infinite possibilities where any truth can be argued 
with equal success of dialectic.

During the seances the Countess was not in a normal 
condition, but in an abnormal one, more or less profound.

Was i t a natural state of somnambulism, or was it induced ? 
It certainly was not induced by my will, for I could not help 
feeling always a kind of diffidence on account- of my acknow
ledged ignorance, in case of something unpleasant befalling 
her. Nor did she herself exert any volition, as out of mere 
kindness she seated herself at the table, when, without any 
preparation, she would soon pass into that extraordinary 
state in which she delivered either written or verbal 
messages. And this arrived spontaneously, owing cither to 
a special disposition of the organism or purposely induced 
by an unknown agent.

This intention was always tacitly implied, with one 
exception, however ; at the twelfth seance, enigmatic intel
ligences announced that, on this evening they would 
mesmerise her, which they did even to the phase of lucidity.

Whilst in this abnormal state her right hand would draw 
lines and letters. I read the writings, addressed questions 
to the intelligence that presided, and arranged the paper 
under the medium's hand. Sometimes in the presence of 
others she would write things which in her normal state 
she would not have written. Once the writing terminated, 
she fell into catalepsy and was seen in this condition by a- 
servant a thing which she would have particularly dis
liked - and came to herself as soon as this person had left 
the room for help. This could not have occurred if she had 
not really been in a somnambulistic stale.

On this occasion, though I was acquainted with her 
mediumistic tendency and the perils which she might incur 
through bad management, I had insisted upon the unknown 
intelligence answering more at length to some- questions of 
mine, and though 1 did not believe in the real presence of a 
spirit, yet I was aware of mentally defying him, adding 
irony to disbelief, when the medium suddenly broke oil, 
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grinding her teeth and falling into catalepsy. Terribly 
startled at this, I called on her, oarried her like a dead 
corpse to the window to let the fresh air revive her, and 
finally called on the servant for help, though I should have 
liked to keep her in ignorance of our seances. But all was 
in vain. Ry and bye she recovered of herself, with an 
appearance of absolute forgetfulness of all that had occurred.

The hidden individuality who manifested in mediumistio 
somnambulism, whether its name Ih* enigmatic intelligence, 
occult Ego, unattainable agent, mediumistic personality, Arc., 
suggested to us to add a third person to our sittings, so as to 
obtain success more promptly and with less fatigue to the 
medium. This suggestion was insisted upon just before niy 
leaving for Venice, a journey which was to interrupt for 
three months our first series: Am/ (Kc suggestion being 
contnuy to our wishes remained a dead letter until our 
twelfth sitting.

To iny inquiries verbal or mental, simple or complicated, 
jKirtieular or general, cunning or ingenuous, spontaneous or 
prepared, which I addressed to this occult Ego at the 
beginning of each seance - before the medium fell into the 
somnambulistic state or whilst she was asleep—to all my 
questions the unknown intelligence answered at once, with
out hesitation. Sometimes the answer even preceded the 
question. On the possibility of communicating in other 
languages than Italian; of writing without the medium’s 
hand ; on the importance of physical, supra-normal pheno
mena ; on the medium's condition during the seance ; what 
I must do to develop mediumistic power,—on every topic I 
received a ready answer. The Intelligence perceived also my 
unexpressed desire that it would talk more at length, fore
told the commotion created by Spiritism and its ultimate 
triumph, prophesied my conversion to it, even to becoming 
one of its apostles. It exhorted us to virtue, and closed by 
inviting us for the ensuing evening.

4. As an illustration of the foregoing I transcribe the 
response obtained at our sixth seance :—

(a) ‘Ce soir je repondrai tres brievement a quelqu ’ une 
de tes demandes parce que letatdu medium m’effraie. Elie 
est bouleversee par les luttes quotidiennes et elle souffre de 
son isolement Je ne puis pas la fatiguer sans crainte de 
la re nd re ma lade.

‘ Practise more frequently, as I have told you before. In 
this manner you will in time become first a mechanical writ
ing medium, then an intuitive one, but it requires patience 
and study;

‘ At the moment of the spiritistic (!) communication the 
medium is in a condition of isolation and commotion, which 
certainly renders her very different from her usual normal 
state. To protract that state might prove injurious in certain 
circumstances.'

‘I could write myself but not yet. I shall let you have 
also physical phenomena. They have their usefulness to 
prove the reality of our world and our existence.’

‘There are still too many questions; I cannot answer 
them as it would take too long. Exercise yourself as much 
as you can, and then I will answer you. Content yourself for 
the present and do not try to know why I cannot stay 
longer in your midst. But do you think you are the onlv 
one who loves us and wishes for our society and our advice »’ 

‘Fortunately the day will soon dawn and the darkness will 
be dispelled, and you shall be one who will greatly assist us. 
But, secrecy and perseverance.’

‘ Look for another companion if you think fit. Do not 
let the sittings be interrupted or the atmosphere disturbed.’

* But enough for to-dav. Be calm, and charitable to those 
who suffer on earth and nave trials to bear which you do 
not know, not having experienced them.’

‘ Dear brothers, pray, pray often ; fear idleness; think 
of us,— bad thoughts then will not fasten on you. Occupy 
yourselves with serious and useful things, yet De merry, love 
those who deserve to be loved, and who require to be assisted; 
assist them with word and deed.

‘Good-bye, remember my words.
‘Giovanni.’

The medium remained insensible during the whole of 
the manifestation. I noticed, besides the usual insensibility 
of the senses, their gradual awakening and her absolute 
forgetfulness of what had occurred.

6. The mysterious Ego who manifested through the 
medium, called himself from the first a good and noble 
spirit He did so that I might be convinced of the presence 
of one who would never give us any bad advice nor take 
advantage of my inexperience in matters of Spiritism. He 
promised to help us and to return for our seances. He told 

us that he would next time answer by tiptology, jj 
followed instructions patiently. After tho first nuance / 
advised us to find a third assistant, so as to obtain a? 
phenomena with less fatigue to the medium; ho 
upon perseverance and harmony, the necessity of p^ 
and always expressed himself with reverence towards (] ’ 
Divinity.

One more argument against the hypothesis of Counter ft 
playing a part was that at tho time of the manifestation \|„ 
was perfectly unconscious, and also that she was not one t< 
make light of sacred topics.

The occult agent also quieted my fears that tho inedimn 
might fall a victim to dangerous forces; he know my pro. 
penalties, and could penetrate into my most intimatesccretn 
llis allusions and exhortations often conveyed a hidden 
meaning which I alone could interpret and appreciate to in, 
full extent. They often produced on my mind the deepen 
impression. Nor was he hesitating or uncertain in ||jH 
advice, but showed himself fully capable of judging my 
thoughts and actions in a most deliberate and reliable way • 
and this without the medium’s having the faintest know
ledge of these things, and without my creating any mental 
vibrations, as I was not at the time thinking of them. 1 
was standing, in fact, before an occult mentor, however 
fraternal and friendly his language to me. Though ten 
years have gone by since he manifested to me, as I read over 
his messages now I can still feel the truth and sincerity 
that pervade them. The condition in which Countess B. 
was at the time, her surroundings, the contents of the 
messages, the different types of individuality who mani
fested through her, all tend to make them more and more 
convincing.

(To be continued.)

‘LE JOURNAL DU MAGNETISME.’

This paper, founded by Baron du Potet and continued 
by M. Durville, will in future be edited by M. Alban Dubet 
Its new title will be : ‘ Le Journal du Magnetisme et de la 
Psychologies It will appear on December 5th, and fort
nightly afterwards.

The new Editor, M. Dubet, is the author of the articles 
on ‘ Hallucinations,’ noticed in ‘ Light,’ p. 224. He lias 
republished these in book form at the Librairie du Magne
tisme, 23, Rue St. Merri, Paris, presenting a synthetic study 
of waking, sleep, magnetic, mediumistic and magical states. 
The author deals with hallucinations of various character: 
sensorial, psychic, telepathic, pathological, collective; during 
awakened, sleep, and secondary states.

Magnetism is the door to Spiritualism, and is similar in 
kind to suggestion : ‘ these two agents condition and may 
replace each other,’ says Professor Boirac. Baron Du Potet, 
in his ‘ Magic Devoilee,’ showed that it was the basis of 
magic. A useful field would be open to the journal if it 
intends, as its title implies, to deal with the unity under
lying these several facets of the one basic agent.

DECEASE OF MR. J. W. FARQUHAR.

By the death of Mr. J. W. Farquhar, which occurred 
on the 28th ult., at his residence, 88, Stanley-street, Aberdeen, 
there passed away, at an advanced age, one who, though 
studiously retiring and of almost recluse habits, had made 
valuable contributions to philosophic theology, and had 
enjoyed the friendship of many leaders in advanced thought 
and progressive ethics, among whom may be mentioned 
George MacDonald, Edward Clifford, Canon Wilberforce, 
and Lord and Lady Mount-Temple. It may be interesting 
to recall that Mr. Farquhar’s wife—who passed on many 
years ago—was the author of an essay called ‘The Pearl of 
Days,’ the popularity of which may still linger in some 
memories on account both of the beautiful simplicity of its 
style and narrative, and of the warm recommendation it 
received from the ‘good ’ Lord Shaftesbury. Among Mr. 
Farquhar’s own literary work may be mentioned ‘The 
Divine Humanity,’ ‘ Things to Come,’and ‘ Ilarmalia.’ He 
was a convinced Spiritualist, and a reader of ‘ Light for 
many years, up to tho time of his decease.
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an open letter to the society for
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH.

By Charles Dawbarn.

Years of patient investigation through the now renowned 
Mrs. Piper have apparently convinced your learned secre
tary, and many other members of your society, that a tomb
stone and an epitaph are not the end of humanity. At 
least in certain cases the deceased has so declared, to the 
satisfaction of your own most experienced investigators. 
Since years of like research, extended for a generation, will 
be but repetitions of your well-worn experiments, I now 
venture to ask whether you have accomplished all that you 
deem likely to be of benefit to humanity ?

You have found a sensitive whose development <or what 
is called ‘tests* you have encouraged with scientific 
watchfulness and care, until her phase* of ‘ test mediumship ’ 
has won your approval as honest and true. You sought for 
tests, and it is tests you have found. You are now 
complaining—some of you, including your learned secretary 
—that most of your spirit visitors exhibit but little 
intelligence, compared with that manifested in earth life. 
You find their communications, to use a phrase of the 
impatient Faraday, ‘ no better than the twaddle of country 
parsons.’ Permit me to suggest that your object was ‘ test 
proof of spirit return,’ and not proof of spirit knowledge and 
intellect, and that as skilled investigators you had no right 
to expect astronomical lore when you were on an expedition 
hunting fossils. As ‘ test ’ hunters you were a success ; why 
should you complain if you did not bag other game ? You 
have never yet, so far at least as published, made any 
earnest attempt to discover spirit knowledge in any special 
branch of science. That is not a matter of surprise, for you 
have continued, as a society, unwilling or unable to accept 
‘spirit return’ as a demonstrated fact. Long ago your 
present illustrious President, Sir William Crookes, made an 
exhaustive study of materialisation. The result was, 
apparently, the same as that now reached by your 
experienced secretary and his co-workers. The asserted 
fact was deemed to be proved, but of little immediate value, 
since the intelligence evoked was never above that of the 
average mortal. So it happens that trance mediumship, 
and the materialisation of form, have now had exhaustive 
investigation by distinguished members of your society. In 
both phases a committee might rise and report that its 
object had been attained. I now respectfully request you 
to appoint one or more committees whose sole duty shall be 
to investigate the scientific knowledge possessed by your 
spirit visitor. And kindly permit me to point out what 
appears to be your only path to success.

You have no renowned member of your society who is 
not more or less a specialist. His study and adaptation 
have made him an authority on some one branch of scientific 
research. You now deem it desirable that he shall meet 
face to face, as it were, a brother student of like taste and 
ability, but living in a world, and amidst conditions, where 
a man’s mind is not focussed at the cemetery, nor his 
investigation limited to a few years of earth life.

Your selected members should, necessarily, be in com
mittees of one, with power, if necessary, to employ an 
experienced stenographer. Both must have satisfied them
selves of the possibility of spirit return, and have passed the 
‘test’ phase, so that no time may be wasted over any 
question of spirit identity. There is to be no question of 
name or personality, nor of any other phase of spirit return, 
but solely of intelligence, and the knowledge possessed by 
tbe spirit visitor. The limitation of the committee to just 
one member will bar much of the present inharmonics of 
sitters, which prove so confusing to spirit control of any 
mortal brain. Having thus acknowledged that ‘speciality,’ 
at least on this side of the life line, is a necessity of intel
lectual progress, the same rule must also be applied to the 
medium.

No medium can be pre-eminently successful in more than 
ono phase. Iler (or his) mentality, however uneducated, has 
tastes and tendencies that must be selected as in harmony 
with those of your committee, if you would reasonably 
expect success. Up to the present the medium has been 

treated as a maid of all work, who shall not only wash 
dishes and scrub floors, but do anything else that any 
member of the family may demand. Such a system, or 
rather ‘no system,’ lias led to confusion, and the lack of 
intelligent controls, whose absence you bewail. This is 
emphasised in the remarkable mediumship of Madame 
d’Esperance, the valued friend of Zbllner, Friese, ami 
Aksakof, and with whose autobiography, entitled ‘Shadow 
Land,’ I have a right to assume you are all familiar You 
had in England for many years this wonderful 
medium, who has striven to give her life, her means, her 
strength to proving to the world that man is immortal, and 
that spirit return is a possibility. Yet therein is an awful 
lesson of your lack of sagacity. There has not been even a 
whisper of protest against her waste of this precious 
mediumship, which happens to include the manifestation of 
the scientific knowledge which you complain is usually 
absent. She has been encouraged to play the ‘ maid of all 
work ’ to the most dire extreme. The mere enumeration of 
the phases to which one weak organism has submitted is 
startling. We have clairvoyance, clairaudicnce, rappings, 
passage of matter through matter, the reading of sealed 
letters, sketching and painting in the dark,with materialisa
tion in the light, when she was herself outside the cabinet. 
To these have been added not only tests to many casual 
visitors, but automatic writing, used for the very phase you, 
as a society, should be seeking above all others. Here 
has been an almost unrivalled mediumship, diffused and 
diluted into phase after phase, till it is no wonder the 
poor medium pathetically complains of ‘ the difficulty of 
obtaining reliable messages.’ Yet the one phase, most 
desirable of all, was for months exhibited with a power that 
should startle your society at its waste of precious time 
in hunting ‘ tests.’

An accidental remark of Mr. Barkas, F.O.S., who was an 
invited visitor to the homo circle, that he was about to 
deliver twelve popular scientific lectures, led to comments 
and queries by a spirit which startled Mr. Barkas, and ulti- 
mated in a postponement of his intended lecture upon 
electricity. Presently various learned gentlemen requested 
admission to these quiet home circles. We are told that 
Light, Sound, Acoustics, Music and Harmonics were each in 
turn investigated and discussed from the highest standpoint 
which that audience of inharmonious sceptics could receive. 
No wonder that under the strain of such inharmony Madame 
d’Esperance broke down. One would have thought that 
the world of science, or ’at least the leaders of the Society 
for Psychical Research, would have awaited her recovery 
with breathless anxiety, recognising that at last intelligence 
from the unseen was to be had by obedience to natural law. 
But, instead, we find the poor medium still groping in the 
dark, and once again wasting her precious forces in trying to 
demonstrate materialisation and spirit photography. I 
would not undervalue any phase, but surely that of pure 
intelligence is the grandest and rarest of all—in itself a 
Koh-i-noor of far greater value than the diamond which 
sparkles in the British crown.

Officers of the Society for Psychical Research, I appeal 
to you on behalf of a world hungry for scientific truth. 
Appoint your committees, each of one scientist skilled in 
his own speciality, and already convinced of spirit return. 
Choose a medium for each committee, whose forces are 
adapted for concentration on the same study : such a 
medium, for instance, as Madame d’Esperance, who would 
so gladly have been at your disposal in the past. Then you 
may rest assured that- you will no longer have cause to 
complain that the intelligence of your spirit visitor is only 
on the level of the ‘country parson.’ If it be that such 
mediums are scarce, it rests with you to start a school for 
their discovery, and when found, see that each is trained to 
specialisation and regard fur the truth. By that time your 
society will have a far wider field for its activity, and 
unseen comrades will be helping you to the spirit intelligence 
and knowledge you now mourn as absent.

San Leandro, California, U.S.A.

Lon don (Elephant and Castle).—‘ Licht’is kept on sale 
by Mr. Wirbatz, 18, New Kenl-road, S.E.
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CANON WILBERFORCE ON SPIRIT
COMMUNION.

Tho St. John’s Parish Magazine for November contains 
an impressive article by tho Rector, Canon Wilberforce, on 
•AU Saints’ Day.’ Nothing could be more snitablo for ‘ Light * than tho following:—

Indestructible personal identity is the solemn thought 
of ‘All Saints,’ and its first application is naturally to 
the memory of those whom wo have seen pass away into 
the night, and their place know them no more. ( ommunion 
of spirit with the departed is not a visionary emotional 
fellowship, but an essential reality ; its nature, is the posses
sion of a common divine life ; God is the inmost essence in 
every man, therefore man is immortal; its operation is love 
and affinity.

Some whom we have loved have departed with characters 
formed, wills yielded, appetites conquered. I believe they 
are greatly capable of influencing us. They loved us dearly 
on earth, prayed for us daily : would have made any sacri
fices for us. Now they are in higher conditions, in 
fuller, freer. completer life. Natural affinity of spirit, the 
constraint of tender affection, the urgent necessity that 
must rest upon every child of God for remedial activity, 
would surely lead them to endeavour, at least, to impress 
our spirits by some impact of mind upon mind, to set free 
for us good influences by prayer. That we are not actively 
conscious of their influence is no proof that they are not 
working for our benefit. We were often unconscious or 
unregardful of their love when they were with us. The 
Communion of Saints is not memory, it is present love. 
Can you call up at will a vivid mental picture of the familiar 
features of one you loved on earth Sometimes it is impos
sible to do so; sometimes the memory of the eye wholly 
fails, and the picture will not fill in. At other times, 
unbidden, the loved features come vividly before you, and 
the mental picture is there without effort. I think at that 
moment they are seeking spirit communion with us : they 
are somehow mingling with our lives. Others, whom we 
have greatly loved, have passed away manifestly in incom
pleteness, with capacities not yet developed, powers not yet 
called into exercise, faults not yet corrected. Now I believe 
that, if we are faithful, true, and believing, we can influence 
them for good, not, perhaps, so much by praying for them as 
by praying with them : by reaching forth in spirit to the 
condition in which they are, and seeking identification with 
them in heart. Not that to pray directly for them is in any 
sense to be reprehended. The common objection to praying 
for the departed is a most puerile superstition, and every 
time our Lord preached in a synagogue He must have taken 
part in prayers for the dead. Prayers for the progress of 
the departed, in holiness and happiness, abound in the early 
liturgies of the Church, and especially in connection with 
the celebration of Holy Communion. It is clear that St. 
Paul recognised that the condition of the departed could be 
influenced by the actions of the living, for he alludes to the 
custom which obtained, in early days, of baptising a proxy 
for those who had died unbaptised. All such thoughts as 
these are practical. They do not, of course, answer all pro
blems which the restlessness of severed affection suggests, 
but they lift the thoughts away from the earthly ; they 
tighten the bond with the heavenly ; they thin the veil 
between ourselves and the departed ; they forbid us to 
sorrow, as men without hope, for them that have fallen 
asleep.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

‘The Popular Phrenologist,’for November. Con tains sketch 
of Dr. G. F. Gall, (Graphology of the Bev. JI. R. Haweis, 
Ate. London : 64, Chancery-lane. E.C. Price id.

‘The Torch,’ for November. Leeds : 3, Graf ton-street. 
Price Id.

4 The Lyceum Banner,’ for November. London : J. J. Morse, 
26, Osnaburgh-street, N.W. Price Id.

Mind,’ for November. New York, U.S.A.: The Alliance 
Publishing Co., 19 and 21, West 31st-strcet. Price 20 
cents.

4 The Suggester and Thinker,’ No.4. Cleveland, ()hio, U.S.A.: 
523, ISuperior-strect. Price 10 cents.

‘THE RIFT WITHIN THE LUTE.'

In the ‘Theosophical Review’ for October, Mr. ||I1)1( 
actually questions ‘ H.P.B.’s ’ accuracy concerning tb(;cnr|v 
‘ Rounds ’ of humanity. This is to impugn (he authority u 
the Mahatmas ! Where does ho expect to go? IVrlia],, 
he has been studying Mr. Harris’s ‘ Wisdom of tho Adept, > 
(Esoteric Science in Human History), a copy of which is j(l 
the reference library of tho Blavatsky Lodge, tb<iug|, 
omitted in a recent catalogue which I have seen. (A copy 
given many years ago to their lending library has mysteij. 
ously disappeared.) Only a few days ago, a Theosophy 
told me that the ‘ Wisdom of the Adepts ’ contained ' black 
magic ’! I find Theosophists as a class depreciate anv foiiq 
of occultism except their own. Tho method of calling every 
dissentient a heretic is not uncommon with theologians of 
more than one type, but whether it has much weight as an 
argument is open to question.

In the. ‘ Theosophist ’ for October, Colonel Olcott says 
that Damodar will return ‘ when “ H.P.B.” reincarnates.’ Hut 
did not Mrs. Besant state some time ago that ‘ Il.I’.B.’ had 
already reincarnated in the body of a young Brahmin,whose 
own spirit had deserted the material frame 1 Which arc we 
to believe ? All this is very sad !

E. W. Berriixje, M.l).
48, Sussex-gardens, Hyde Park, W.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by com- 
spondents and sometimes publishes what he doesnotagree with 
for the purpose of presenting views that may elicit discussion.

A Challenge to the Secularists.
Sir,—It is somewhat difficult to imagine what it is that 

Mr. J. King wishes me to write. It is manifest that he has 
not investigated the claims of Modern Spiritualism in a 
practical and efficient manner, and is therefore not a very 
promising correspondent for a spiritual journal.

As Mr. Foote, who is one of the acknowledged leaden 
among the Secularists, declines my invitation to a public 
discussion on Spiritualism, there is an end of the matter. I 
have not contemplated a journalistic correspondence with 
Mr. King or any other Secularist.

I may, however, mention that the spiritualistic hypo
thesis is not sustained by the assertions of any person 
concerning the projection of their psychic self to a distance 
—creating bi-locationary positions—but in the return of (he 
so-called dead and their intelligent communication with 
mortals. The writer was, many years ago, a member of (he 
Secularist party ; but in those days access to spiritualistic 
evidences was much more difficult than it is to-day. Had I 
remained a Secularist to the present time, I should deserve 
to be thought lacking in mental industry and perceptive 
power.

Mr. King says that if we admit tho Secularists’definition 
of life ‘ it is difficult to resist the conclusion that death ends 
all.’ We do not accept their definition of life ; and if the 
Secularists were true to their own principles of free thought 
and open inquiry, they would speedily amend their dark
some doctrines. J. W. Mahony.

97, Fleet-street, London.
[This correspondence must now be closed.—Ed.‘Licht.']

‘Physical’ and ‘Spiritual.’
Sir,—In re-perusing ‘Light’ of September 10th, I am 

struck with the remarks of ‘ Puzzled ’ when ho asks the 
question of ‘Q.V.,’ ‘ Which is the real existence: the physical 
or the spiritual ?’ I often read and hear the answer totlii' 
question, to the effect that the physical is only a sccniing, 
while the spiritual is the real life—-which answer I take t" 
be a misleading one. Reality of existence does not depend 
on length of existence. A thing, or state, which lasts («<> 
minutes is as real as if it lasted two millions of years.

Our physical life is certainly not fictitious, if the spiritual 
life is real --because our physical life is a preparation fur a 
spiritual life : and our spiritual life depends upon the way 
in which our physical is spent. There is too often an 
attempt to disparage physical existence so as to exalt 
spiritual life.
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Again : Prevention i« not better than cure, in the pro
gression or evolution of the inner man. Ail progress is the 
result of mistakes, by which a man learns to avoid errors, 
aud finally to achieve success ; and our gain by being dipped 
into this muddy, mundane sphere is the education—the 
ovolution—of our spiritual bodies, which could not have been 
accomplished except by a path strewn with mistakes, pains, 
and triumphs. He whose worldly path is smooth and easy 
makes a poor finished article compared with him who falls 
and rises, sutlers and triumphs. It is good for us to lie 
afflicted. It is not reasonable to suppose that there are 
spirits on the other side who have not been incarnated, and 
who are as progressed mentally as if they had been 
materialised. If there are, then, as ‘ Puzzled ’ says, ‘ What 
is the good of being incarnated ?’ I cannot believe that the 
Divine Architect does anything unnecessary in the upward 
ascent of man’s spirit.

The shortness of an average human life, and the use of 
physical life, are both potent reasons why reincarnation 
ought to be true, if it is not true. You cannot gain the 
knowledge or ovolution in spirit life that you can in 
physical. Therefore fair play is not shown to that child 
who is cut off in early life if he has not a chance of being 
reincarnated. The ignorance of spirits on this subject is 
not of any moment. An earth-bound spirit, or one in a low 
sphere, can only remember part of its earth life as connected 
with its last personality, and knows nothing of what will 
happen to it in higher states, from whence it is assumed 
that reincarnation takes place. Joseph Clayton.

59, Manchester-road, Bradford.

Christian Science.
Sir,—Will you kindly permit me, as one taking a deep 

interest in ‘Christian Science,’ to protest against the severe 
criticisms recently dealt out to it ? The system referred to 
seems, however, to have suffered more from some of its pro
fessed representatives than from the harsh dictum of those 
who, evidently, know little or nothing of its principles. It is 
not my intention, in this letter, to enter into a consideration 
of those principles ; but I would wish to say that much mis
understanding would be avoided if those practising a system 
of psychopathy, which professes to take the New Testament 
as its basis, would refrain from undertaking the case of any 
person who, either openly or otherwise, expresses disbelief 
in the treatment employed by it for the restoration of the 
sick to the blessing of health and strength.

This may seem a severe rule. The severity is, however, 
only apparent; and if we desire to follow the example of 
the Great Physician, we should not fail to recognise that 
///x healing power was limited to the believing and receptive.

One of the Evangelists tells of a certain place where 
Jesus ‘did not many mighty works because of their unbelief' 
(Matt. xii-i. 58).

I cannot think that God is glorified by our neglect to 
obtain knowledge, when it is within our reach. The Apostle 
Peter distinctly says, ‘Giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, and to virtue knowledge’ (2 Peter i. 5-8).

I have read much literature on the psychopathic treat
ment of disease, many valuable works coming under my 
notice ; and among these the writings of Rev. W. F. Evans 
merit special recognition. A deep knowledge of anatomy 
and physiology accompanied the strong, true faith of this 
successful healer. God has often healed the sick through 
the agency of the obscure and unlearned ; it is nevertheless 
our duty to seek all such knowledge as tends to further the 
Divino glory and the welfare of our fellow-beings. Biblical 
psychology, and especially the ‘ medical psychology of the 
New Testament,’ presents a grand field for humble and 
diligent research.

There is abundant evidence that the Charismata (1 Cor. 
xii.) continued into the fourth century ; and the explana
tions, eloquent though they be, of Church historians to 
account for the disappearance of the ‘spiritual gifts’ are far 
from being satisfactory. ‘It is a part of the scientific 
mission of tho present age to disrobe the so-called miracles 
of past centuries of all their mystery, and reduce them to 
the operation of known laws, and thus render them credible 
as historical facts, and their repetition practicable at the 
present time.’ (‘ Mental Medicine,’ p. 15.)

I persuade myself that many readers of ‘ Light ’ will 
fully agree with the above words from the pen of one whose 
name will always be lovingly remembered by those sincerely 
desiring to relieve suffering humanity.

A Tkuth-Seeker.

Churchmen and Spiritualists.
Sir,—Seeing that you referred to a letter of mine in ‘The 

Church lieview ’ in your ‘ Notes by the Way ’ of September 
24th, 1 should like to say that it seems to me the time has 
come for Churchmen and Spiritualists to understand each 
other’s position better. When you see from our standpoint 
you will understand that the position of the Church is 
entirely unique ; and, without any unkind feeling towards 
individuals, this position must be retained at all costs if she 
is to do the work entrusted to her by her Divine Founder.

J suppose we have all read Swedenborg and his invaluable 
teaching on ‘correspondence.’ On this theory the‘Church 
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth,’ as St. 
Paul calls it, was founded. We all have also read the 
magnificent account of the Temple Sphere as given by the 
great seer St. John. This sphere, so 1 am informed from the 
other side, is the highest sphere of which we have any 
cognisance. Most spirits never attain to it. The vast majority 
find their home in the lower happy spheres, and have no 
desire for the Temple Sphere, or any wish to rise to it. In 
the Temple Sphere we hear of a splendid city, of the paradise 
or garden surrounding it, and of a temple with a worship 
including the four points of ritual—music, vestments, 
lights and incense. Moses was instructed ‘to make all things 
according to the pattern showed him on the Mount,’ and to 
St. John the same pattern was given. St. Paul says the 
priests of earth ‘ minister according to the shadow and 
pattern of heavenly things,’ and that the temples of earth 
are ‘ the figures of the true.’

Now, the chief worship of the Catholic (Universal 
Christian) Church was, till three hundred years ago, for 
fifteen hundred years, the Eucharist. It is still, thank God, 
the only Sunday morning worship for the great congregation 
of the branch of the Catholic Church nationalised in this land. 
Individual priests may put another in its place, and unfor
tunately do so; still, the Eucharist is very frequently offered, 
and it, by correspondence, opens into the Temple Sphere. 
This sphere is that, par excellences of worship, not of praise 
and prayer; of the worship that only those really in union 
with the Divine can give. To others it is one of the darkest 
of mysteries. It is the sphere of the saints, and of those 
capable of, and longing for, the state of the saints. By 
saints I mean those who on earth ‘ lose seif to find God,’ 
and who are actually one with Him through Christ. Of 
course, their numbers are, and must be, few compared with 
the millions of the rest of us. It is for this reason that the 
Church always has absolutely forbidden her priests and 
communicants to have any communication with any not 
living the life of holiness and worship of the Temple Sphere, 
or, at any rate, not aspiring to do so. The highest intelli
gences are the most sensitive, and the inlluences of the 
Temple Sphere will not mix with any lower atmosphere, 
except to rescue from it to higher things. The priest stands 
at the altar in direct connection with the Gohlen Altar 
above, but if he have round him the influence of those 
hardly, possibly, believers in the Incarnation—and without 
that no entrance into the lowest- of the Christ Spheres even 
is possible—how can he oiler without hindrance ‘ the Lamb 
as it had been slain,’ in union with the highest, because tho 
lowliest, worship of prostrate creation, before the Throne 
above 1 Of all things it is most necessary that our altars 
should be rigorously barred to all the haughty, or foolish, 
inlluences of the astral plane, too proud to bend before (he 
Cross of Christ. By the astral plane I mean that below 
the Christ Spheres. Below them, again, I am told, are the 
hells of cruelty, and others.

If truth-seekers of all kinds, especially those open to the 
other side, would regularly attend the Sunday morning 
worship of the Church,and take the trouble to learn to under
stand it, where the Eucharist is offered in the beauty of holi
ness and the holiness of beauty, they would hear and see 
much that is closed to others. They would then find how 
true are the words of St. Augustine, ‘ Thou hast made us for
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Thv>elf.an^ our t “ restless till it resteth in Theo, for 
in that holy, loving, warm atmosphere they would ‘see 
(Lu* English Catholic.InXi.

Repressive Laws.
Sir, -With your kind permission I should like to refer to 

the letter on ‘ Repressive Laws' which appeared in ‘ Light 
of October 8th. 1 fully and gladly endorse much which was 
therein stated by the writer (Mr. Robinson, of Newcastle), 
and equally deplore with him that Spiritualists should in so 
many instances encourage for their amusement much which 
leaves scope for shady hit-or-miss guess work, which, in the 
end, is palmed off as the way in which the Spiritualists 
procure information. I would ask the writer what he 
suggests to rectify such proceedings. Being human, we are 
liable to err and to stoop to the gratification of the senses, 
not always aspiring as high as we might, and too often for
getful that the discarnate whom we profess to hold inter
course with, in very many cases are of a very questionable 
type. Many, as we have frequently heard, tarry on the 
earth’s plane, quite unable to progress to wants a higher 
sphere—and such, be it remembered, likewise seek diversion 
and mirth, and enjoy such at the expense of the gullible and 
too credulous. It may not at all times lie remembered that, 
to a great extent, choice belongs to each man, and a law of 
nature controls such a partiality—like attracts like; and 
should we prefer the unfortunate earth-bound fraternity, 
we need not be surprised should we find ourselves wofully 
duped.

Racon, in his day, understood this law, and gave a whole
some warning, which might at this juncture bear repeating, 
and possibly assist towards some higher aspiration.

‘ How can a man comprehend great matters, that breaks 
his mind too much to small observations.’

As Spiritualists it should be our one endeavour and 
earnest prayer that the highest and most advanced should 
teach and instruct us poor benighted ones here below. More 
or less we have all been nursed on the lap of ignorance, and 
can hardly imagine that dangers yet lurk when we recognise 
the gleam of the coming light.

Some, indeed, still pay a blind allegiance to the so-thought 
wise age, the Plato time and his contemporaries, forgetting 
that latter-day knowledge, acquired by familiarity with 
primitive man's modes of expression, now explains and rolls 
the stone away < Jerald Massey rendered assistance, and in 
a startling manner explains everything to the root, which 
Plato did not do. The lecture on the ‘ Seven »Souls of Man,’ 
by G. Massey, is of the highest value, breaking the frost- 
bound earth and permitting man to see what strange and 
misleading concoctions can be manufactured. I cannot 
resist making a quotation from Gerald Massey which so 
clearly explains how mistakes arise :—

‘The truth is, that when the teachings of primitive 
philosophy have passed into the domain of later speculation 
you can make neither head, tail, nor vertebra of them—they 
constitute an indistinguishable mush of manufactured 
mystery’ And the only way of exposing the pretensions of 
false teaching, and of destroying the superstitions, old and 
new, that prey upon and paralyse the human mind, is by 
exposing them from the root; to learn what they once meant 
in their primary phase is to know what they do not and 
cannot mean for us to-day. Nothing avails us finally, short 
of a first-hand acquaintanceship with the knowledge and 
mode of expression that were primordial.’

We are apt to forget that we are one and all in quest of 
the city not made with hands, and how each contributes 
towards the building of that city. Dr. A. Wallace kindly 
warned and informed us, telling us that the said edifice will 
be more complete after the death of the body than it is now; 
just as this mental fabric is well or ill-built, so will our 
progress and happiness be aided or retarded ; that is, just 
in proportion as we have developed our higher or starved 
it by misuse, or undue indulgence of physical or sensual 
enjoyment.

1 should like the writer of ‘ Repressive Laws ’ to clearly 
state how we can procure a reform in our present method of 
work, which is not at all times all that could be desired. Nor 
is it at all times so pleasant to hear the laugh of ridicule at 
the Spiritualist’s expense, knowing all the time, as we 
certainly do, that there are those in our midst holding a 
fund of the nnest teachings waiting for deliverance.

Ben Ben.

SOCIETY WORK.

Thk Junior Spiritualists’Club of Great Britain on 
Osn a burgh-street, London, N.W.—Meetings for NovemUr - 
Tuesday, 15th, Mr. J. J. Vango, clairvoyance ; 22nd, niuaicJ 
evoning, refreshments ; 29th. personal experiences, The club 
opens at 8 pan.—Florence Morse, Hon. Sec.

Hackney Society of Spiritualists, Manor Room# 
Ken mu re-road, Make-street, N.E.—Mr. 11. Buddington 
gave an excellent address on Sunday hist. His remarks on 
‘ Sowing the Good Seed,’ and ‘ Love One Another,’ were very 
helpful to investigators and older Spiritualists alike. Two or 
three questions from the audience were also answered with 
satisfaction by Mr. Boddington. Next Sunday, at 6.45 p,m 
lecture on ‘Animal Magnetism’ by Mr.Sherwooa.—O.H.,8ec’ 

NoRTn London Spiritualists’ Society, 14, Stroud 
Green-road (end of the passage).—On Sunday morning 
last, the subject was ‘ Mediumship.’ The evening meeting 
was conducted by Mr. Brooks, the subject being ‘The 
Fall of Man, as Understood by tho Spiritualist.’ Several 
mediums were present, who gave clairvoyance and spirit 
messages. Sunday next, at 11.30 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Tues
day, at 8 p.m., lecture ; Wednesday, at 8 p.m., members’ 
circle.—T.B.

Islington Spiritualist Society, Wellington Hall, 
Upper-street, Islington.—On Sunday last Mr. Willis 
gave a reading on ‘Ancient Church Guilds.’ Mr. Brenchley 
spoke on ‘The Church, Stage, and Spiritualism.’ Next 
Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. Brenchley s subject will be ‘Christian 
Science and Healing.’ Thursday, at 8 p.m., circle for mem
bers only ; medium, Mrs. Brenchley. Ave regret the error in 
last week’s report. It should have been: ‘ Mr. Willis gave as 
a reading Miss Wormall’s first address on “The Essentials of 
Spiritualism.” ’—C. D. Catto.

London Spiritualist Conference, Liberal Hall, 
Forest Gate, E. (opposite the Station).—On Sunday Iasi 
we held our meetings both morning and afternoon. Mr. 
Wm. Gibbs presided. The secretary read the report of the 
last conference, which was held at Canning Town. Tho 
report was adopted. The Secretary then read corre
spondence ; after this Mr. Gwinn was asked to read the 
paper: ‘Are we each doing our utmost to further our 
Cause?’ Messrs. Humphries, Veitch, Morton, Burrows, 
Davies, and Drake spoke on the subject. At night Mr. Clegg 
presided. Messrs. Drake and Davies spoke well in connec
tion with our cause. This ended our Conference.—M. Clegg, 
Secretary.

Cavendish Booms, 51, Mortimer-street, W.—‘With 
Mr. J. J. Morse upon the platform, Spiritualism is sure of 
being presented to the public in a fitting manner.’ Thatisa 
remark often heard fiom the workers and friends 
of the Marylebone Association ; and the address entitled 
‘ In Search of a Soul,’ delivered at these rooms on Sunday 
evening last, again gave ample evidence of the ability of the 
‘philosopher guide ’ of Mr. Morse in presenting the truths of 
Spiritualism to his hearers. We prefer not to attempt 
anything like a report of this able address, as no 
notes were taken at- the time. The enthusiastic applause of 
the large audience amply testified to their interest and 
appreciation. Prior to the address Mr. Morse gave a short 
reading, and Miss Morse sang a solo (‘For all Eternity’), 
with violin obligato by Miss Brerely, which contributed 
much to the success of the meeting. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., 
Miss MacCreadie, clairvoyance. Doors open at 6.30 p.m.: 
early attendance is particularly requested. N.B.—Mr. 
James Robertson, of Glasgow, lias most kindly consented to 
occupy the Cavendish Rooms platform on Sunday evening, 
the 20th inst. A large gathering is expected, as this is one 
of the few opportunities that London will have of hearing 
this excellent speaker.—L.H.

Stoke Newington Spiritual Society, Blanche Hall, 
99, WlESBADEN-RO AD, STOKE NEWINGTON-ROAI), N.—Mr. 
J. J. Morse’s lantern lecture was given to a good audience, in 
spite of the wet weather, on Wednesday, t.hc 2nd inst., at 
Blanche Hall, Wiesbaden-road. Mr. Morse showed some 
very fine pictures of his American visit, and also some of the 
chief events in the late celebration held at Manchester 
during the present year. On Sunday last Mr. -I. Adams 
gave a stirring address to a good audience. Miss Pierpoint 
(from the Battersea Society) followed by reciting ‘The 
Lady’s Dream ’ and giving a short address of an uplifting 
nature. She concluded by singing ‘The Promise of Life’ in 
a charming manner. These two good workers are mo-t 
welcome visitors, and we look forward to their next visit. 
Mr. J. A. White concluded by giving some clairvoyant de
scriptions, all of which were recognised. It is with giv.it 
pleasure we record our appreciation of this mediums ser
vices. On Sunday next Mr. Whyte (‘ Evangel ’) will give an 
address on ‘Spiritualism : Is it of God?’ On Monday, 
at 8 p.m., circle for members only at 51, Bouverie-ruad: 
and Wednesday, at 8 p.m., at 59, Barratt’s-grove. Alter the 
usual meeting an experience meeting will lx* held. - 
A. Clegg, Hon. Sec.
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Hrniby Hall. IIbnley-strbkt, Battehska Park road. 

On Sunday last, in the absence of Mr. Peters, Mrs. 
n J inuton occupied our platform. 1 ho evening wtw 
“ I questions from the audience, which were 

Xuirrtbly dealt with. Mr. Murrell presided. On Sunday 
the anniversary tea, general meeting, and election of 

'nivis Tea at 5.30 p.m. (tickets Gd. each). At 6.30 p.m.. 
ndinary meeting ; at 8.30 p.m., general meeting and election 
3 officers. Thursday, at 8 p.m., developing circle. r riday, 
at 8.30 p.m., Mutual Improvement Society ; paper by Mr. 
I’avis on ‘ The Socialist Programme.’ Saturday, at 8 p.m., 
members’ and friends’ social meeting.—A..J.M.

South London Spiritualists’ Mission, Surrey Masonic 
Hall, Camberwell New-road, S.E.—On Sunday last there 
was a large attendance at our morning public circle, when 
Mr. W. E. Long gave successful clairvoyance ; at the evening 
meeting our hall was full, there being no standing room. 
Mr. Long dealt somewhat briefly with the lives of Samuel, 
Saul, and the woman of Endor—the latter standing as a 
noble example of one who was kind, even to her enemies. 
We had more than a hundred present at the circle held 
after the meeting. Tickets for reserved seats for the debate 
on the 21st inst-. are much in demand, and as the number is 
limited, an early application should be made by those who 
wish to secure a seat. On Sunday morning next, public 
circle as usual; at 3 p.m., children’s Lyceum ; at 6.30 p.m., 
Mr.W. E. Long ; subject, ‘The Peculiar People,and Others.’ 
At 8 p.m., election of associates, and circle as usual.—Verax.

North London Spiritualists’ Society.
Sir,—We arc indebted to W. Ilfracombe for letter in the 

last issue of ‘ Light,’ and are very sorry that we missed the 
pleasure of her visit. Our place of meeting is really Ao. Lfa 
Stroud Green-road (the Albion I-Iall is A7>. 12). We have a 
good notice on the stifle of the entrance, the hall being at the 
end of the passage. Thos. Erooks, Cor. Sec.

Now Ready.
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THE CONDUCT OF CIRCLES.

By ‘M. A. (Oxon.)’

ADVICE TO INQUIRERS.

If you wish to see whether Spiritualism is really only 
jugglery and imposture, try it by personal experiment. If 
you can get an introduction to some experienced Spiritualist 
on whose good faith you can rely, ask him for ads ice ; and 
if he is holding private circles, seek permission to attend 
one to see how to conduct seances, and what to expect. 
There Is, however, difficulty in obtaining access to private 
circles and, in any case, you must rely chiefly on experiences 
in your own family circle, or amongst your own friends, all 
strangers being excluded.

Form a circle of from four to eight persons, half, or at 
least two, of negative, passive temperament and preferably 
of the female sex, the rest of a more positive type. Sit, 
positive and negative alternately, secure against disturbance, 
in subdued light, round an uncovered table of convenient 
size. Place the palms of the hands flat upon its upper surface. 
The hands of each sitter need not touch those of his 
neighbour, though the practice is frequently adopted.

Do not concentrate attention too fixedly on the expected 
manifestation. Engage in cheerful but not frivolous con
versation. Avoid dispute or argument. Scepticism has no 
deterrent effect, but a bitter spirit of opposition in a person 
of determined will may totally stop or decidedly impede 
manifestations. If conversation flags, music is a great help, 
if it be agreeable to all. and not of a kind to irritate the 
sensitive ear. Patience is essential, and it may be necessary 
to meet ten or twelve times at short intervals, before any
thing occurs. If after such a trial you still fail, form a fresh 
circle. An hour should be the limit of an unsuccessful seance.

If the table moves, let your pressure be so gentle on its 
surface that you are sure you are not aiding its motions. 
After some time you will probably find that the movement 
will continue if your hands are held otw, but not in contact 
with, it. Do not-, however, try this until the movement is 
assured, and be in no hurry to get messages.

When you think that the time has come, let someone 
take command of the circle and act as spokesman. Explain 
to the unseen Intelligence that an agreed code of signals is 
desirable, and ask that a tilt may be given as the alphabet 
is slowly repeated, at the several letters which form the 
word that the Intelligence wishes to spell. It is convenient 
to use a single tilt for No, three for Yes, and two to express 
doubt or uncertainty.

When a satisfactory communication has been established, 
ask if you are rightly placed, and if not-, what- order you 
should take. After this ask who the Intelligence purports 
to be, which of the company is the medium, and such relevant 
questions. If confusion occurs, ascribe it to the difficulty 
that exists in directing the movements at first with exacti
tude. Patience will remedy this. If you only satisfy 
yourself at first that it is possible to speak with an Intelli
gence separate from that of any person present, you will 
have gained much.

The signals may take the form of nips. If so, use the 
same code of signals, and ask as the raps become clear that 
they may be made on the table, or in a part of the room 
where they are demonstrably not- produced by any natural 
means, but- avoid any vexatious imposition of restriction on 
free communication. Let the Intelligence use its own means. 
It rests greatly with the sitters to make the manifestations 
elevating or frivolous and even tricky.

Should an attempt be made to entrance the medium, or 
to manifest by any violent methods, ask that the attempt 
may be deferred till you can secure the presence of some 
experienced Spiritualist. If this request is not heeded, dis
continue tho sitting. The. process of developing a trance
medium is one that might disconcert an inexperienced 
inquirer.

Lastly, try the results you get by the light of Reason. 
M lintain a level head and a clear judgment. Do not believe 
every t hing you are told, for though the great unseen world 
contains many a wise and discerning spirit, it also has in it 
the accumulation of human folly, vanity, and error; and 
this lies nearer to the surface than that which is wise and 
good. Distrust the free use of great names. Never for a 
moment, abandon the use of your reason. Do not enter into 
a very solemn investigation in a spirit of idle curiosity or 
frivolity. Cultivate a reverent, desire for what is pure, good, 
and true. You will be repaid if you gain only a well- 
grounded conviction that- there is a lite, after death, for 
which a pure and good life before death is tho best and 
wisest preparation.



I

iv LIGHT.

Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot bo sent.

‘ Astrolog}’.’ An Easy and Comprehensive
11 Treatise on the Influence of the Heavenly Bodies and the 

Methods of Casting Horoscopes. Compiled and Arranged from the 
Works of the Masters of the Middle Ages and William Lilly, with 
the Corrections and Emendations of Their Disciples, Bringing the Science 
of Divination to Date. By Ellen H. Bennett. Royal crown 8vo., 
830pp., cloth. 12s. 10d., post free.
‘J^eal Ghost Stories.’ A Revised Reprint of 
Reviews,’ 
8vo^ cloth,
‘Tetters from Julia; or, Light from the

AJ Borderland.’ A Series of Messages as to the Life Beyond the 
Grave, Received by Automatic Writing from One who has Gone Before. 
With a Preface by W T. Stead. 2s. 2d , post free.

‘ Oeors of the Ages.’ Ancient, Mediaeval, and 
0 Modem Spiritualism. By J. M. Peebles. Tracing the Pheno. 

mena of Spiritualism through India, Egypt, Phoenicia, Syria, 
Greece, Rome, down to Christ’s time. 87upp., 6s. 4d., post free. 1

‘ A fter Her Death.’ The Story of a Summer.
jLJL By Lilian Writing. Cloth, 3s. 6d., post free.

the Christmas and New Year Numbers of the ‘Review of 
1891-92. With new Introduction. By W. T. Stead. Crown 
, 6a. 8<L post free. _____________ Human Magnetism;’ or, How to Hypnotise. 

A Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. IJy Profeauir 
James Coates. With ten plates, showing induction of phenomena 

experimental and curative. Cloth, os. -Id., post free.

Discourses through the Mediumship of Mrs.
Com L. V. Tappan.’ Comprising Fifty-four Discourses, Sixty- 

four Poems, and Twelve Extracts descriptive of Facts concerning the 
Spirit-World and Communion between it and the Earth-Plane. Cloth 
gilt, with Portrait cf Author, 720pp.. 7s 6d.. post free. ____ ___

Crystal Gazing and the Wonders of Clair- 
voyance.' Embracing Practical Instructions in the Art, History, 

and Philosophy of this ancient Science. Illustrated with diagrams. By 
John Melville. To which is appended an abridgment of Jacob Dixon's 
‘ Hygienic Clairvoyance,' with various extracts and original notes. Crown 
8vo, os. 3d, post free.

' The Philosophy of Mesmerism and Electrical
JL Psychology.’ By John Bovee Dods. The Secret Revealed by 

which all may know how to Experiment without an Instructor. Cloth, 
fa. 9d-post free.__________ _______________________________
‘ The Elements of Hypnotism : the Induction, 

A Phenomena, and Physiology of Hypnosis, Its Dangers and Value.’ 
By R. Harry Vincent. Second edition, revised and enlarged. Crown 
8vo, 270pp. Cloth, 5s. ‘A simple account of the nature and effects 
of Hypnotism, to show how the state is produced, and what it is.’ With 
seventeen Illustrations showing Experiments. _____
‘ A Catechism of Palmistry.’ The Sciences of 
A. Chirognomy and Chiromancy Explained in the form of over 600 

Questions and Answers. By Ida Ellis. Illustrated by ten plates. The 
teachings of the well-known Blackpool Palmist. Cloth. 2a. 9a.. post free. 
‘ The Book of Dreams and Ghosts.’ ByA Andrew Lang. Cloth, 6s.

‘ The Place of Death in Evolution.’ By
J Newman Smyth. Cloth. 5s., post free.

‘TTafed, Prince of Persia’; His Experience in
I I Earth-Life and Spirit-Life, being Spirit Communications received 

through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium. With 
an Appendix containing communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruiedal 
and Steen. 592pp. 4s.

‘TTermes, a Disciple of Jesus:’ His Life and 
JLL Missionary Work, together with Incidents in the Life of Jeni, 

Sequel to‘Hafed.’ 450pp. 4s.

11 agic, White and Black: or, the Science of 
1IL Finite and Infinite Life, containing Practical Hints for Student 

of Occultism.’ By Franz Hartmann, M.D. Oloth, 6s. 4d.

The Tarot’: Its Occult Signification, Use in
Fortune-telling and Method of Play. By S. L. Macgbegor 

Mathers. With Pack of 78 Tarot Cards. 5s. 4d, post free.

‘ A nimal Magnetism.’ By Alfred Binet and 
jLJL Charles Fere (Assistant Physician to the Salpetridre). 

Contents: Animal Magnetism in its beginnings—History of Anima] 
Magnetism—Modes of Producing Hypnosis—Symptoms of Hypnoais- 
The Hypnotic States—Imperfect Forms of Hypnosis—General Study of 
Suggestion—Hallucinations—Suggestions of Movements and of Act*— 
Paralysis by Suggestions: Anaesthesia—The Application of Hypnotism 
to Therapeutics and Education—Hypnotism and Responsibility. 8vo, 
378 pp. Cloth, illustrated, 5s. 4d.

Psycho - Therapeutics; or, Treatment by
Hypnotism and Suggestion.' By C. Lloyd Tucket, M.D. 

Third Edition. Revised and Enlarged, 320pp. Cloth. 6a. 4d.. post free.

‘Debatable Land between this World and the
Az Next.’ With illustrative narrations. By Robert Dale Owes. 

Second Edition. Crown 8vo 7s. 6d.

‘ A rs Vivendi; or, The Secret of Acquiring 
A Mental and Bodily Vigour.' By Arthur Lovell. Contents: 

Bodily Health, Mental Vigour, Power of Will and How to Cultivate, 
Imagination, its Use and Abuse, Concentration, its Secret Strength, 
Manners, ic. Cloth, 2s. 3d. post free.

‘ "Dsychic Philosophy as the Foundation of a
A Religion of Natural Law.’ By V. O. Desertis, with Introductory

Note by Alfred Russel Wallace, D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S. 8vo, 342pp. 
5s. 4d., post free.

‘Volo; or, the Will.’ What it is, How to 
i Strengthen, and How to Use It. By Arthur Lovell. Cloth, 

3s 9d.. post free.
‘ Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritual-
All ism.' By Sin William Crookes, F.R.8. Handsome cloth 

Illustrated. 6s. 3d.

‘ The Law of Psychic Phenomena.’ A working 
A hypothesis for the systematic study of Hypnotism, Spiritualism, 

and Mental Therapeutics. By Thomson Jay Hudson. 6s. 4d., post free. 
‘ The Spirits’ Book.’ Containing the Principles 

A of SpiritiBt Doctrine according to the Teachings of Spirits of High 
Degree. Transmitted through various mediums. Collected and set in 
order by Allan Kardec Translated from the 120th Thousand by 
Anna Blackwell. New edition, doth. 5s. 4d , post free.

‘ Pheiro’s Language of the Hand.’ A com- 
vz plete practical work on the Sciences of Cheirognomy and Cheiro

mancy, containing the System, Rules, and Experience of Clieiro, the 
celebrated Palmist. With Portrait, frontispiece, fifty-five full-page 
illustrations, and over two hundred engravings of Lines, Mounts, and 
Marks. Reproductions of famous hands, &c. Containing illustrations of 
the wonderful scientific invention, the apparatus for ‘Thought Photo
graphy and Register of Cerebral Force.’ New edition, crown 4to, cloth, 
1 la., post free.
<nThe Growth of the Soul.’ A Sequel to

A ‘ Esoteric .Buddhism.’ By A. P. Si nnett, Vice-President of the 
Theosophical Society. 454pp., cloth, 5s. 4d., post free.

‘ The Book of Black Magic and of Pacts.’ By
J- Arthur Edward Waite. I. An analytical and critical account 

of the chief magical rituals extant. II. A comparative digest of all 
printed Grimoires which have been current under the generic name of 
Black Magic, with additional material derived from important Goetic 
Eontcts. Quarto. Illustrated with about 200 Engravings. £2 2s., post 
free.

‘Dhristo-Theosophy; or, Spiritual Dynamics 
V and the Divine and Miraculous Man.’ By George Wtld, M.D. 

Edin.—‘Dr. Wyld is probably the profoundest Christian Theosophist of 
the age.’—‘The Platoniat ’ (St. Louis). Second edition. Crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, red edges, with Portrait, price 3s. 9d., post free.

‘ Qhadow Land; or, Light from the Other 
kz Side ’ By Mrs. E. D’Esferance. The true story of the develop

ment of marvellous psychical gifts in an English lady. With 28 plates. 
Cloth, Cs. 4d., post free.

‘ Miracles and Modern Spiritualism.’ Three
AL Essays by Alfred Russel Wallace, D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S. 

New Revised and Enlarged Edition, with Chapters on Phantasms and 
Apparitions. Crown 8vo. 296pp., cloth, 5s. 4d., post free.

‘Tpootfalls on the Boundary of Another
A World.’ With narrative illustrations. By Robert Dalr Owen, 

Post 8vo, 7s. 6d.

‘ (Spiritualism.’ By Judge Edmonds and Du. 
kJ G. T. DEXTER. A new edition, with alterations, of a famous 

American work. 2 yols.,8vo. With portraits. 11s., post free.

‘ The Gift of the Spirit.
A Mulford. Essays on Mysticism and Theosophy. Crown Svo, 

8s. 10d., post free___________

Essays by Pbeniicb

Dealings with the Dead.’ Translated by
Mrs. A. E. Whitehead. Preface by Ain hub Lillie. A very 

curious book. A collection of ghost stories gleaned at first hand by 
Monb. A. li Braz. Crown 8vo. Bs. 10d., post free.

Prated by Til Pll*M Peutiki AmwctiTios Limitid, 26*. Todor-itreet, Fleet-street, E.O., and Publiehod tor the l’rwriilurj at
HO, fit. Martin's-lane, W.O., Sqlurd'iy, Novcmbtr 12, 1808.
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MR. GEORGE REDWAY,
9, HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON, 
Formerly of York-street, Covent Garden, and late Director and Manager 
of Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner. and Co., Limited, bega to announce 
that he has RESUMED BUSINESS as a PUBLISHER, on his own 
acoount, and will be glad to hear from authors with M88. ready for 
publication, and to consider proposals for new books. Address, as above.

WORKS BY P. B. RANDOLPH.
Eulis: The Third Revelation of Soul and Sex. A work con

taining many secret and inner doctrines of the Rosicrucians. In it 
and by it both man and woman have not merely the road to enor
mous power, mental and individual, bat the grand energy of effecting 
wished-for change in others, prolongation of life, and rendering 
existence a road to perpetual Joy. 10s. 6d.

Love, Woman, Marriage. A work devoted to the study of 
Magnetic Attraction. The Mystery of Mysteries. 10s. Gd.

Seership, Guide to Soul Sight. Clairvoyance, or Somnambulic 
Vision, its art and culture, with rules for its attainment. 9s.

After Death: or Disembodiment of Man. 10s. Gd.
Soul World. The Homes of the Dead. 10s. 6d.
Pre-Adamite Man. Showing the Existence of the Human Race 

upon this earth 100,000 years ago. 9s.

Address: Kate O. Randolph, M.D., 210, Bancroft-street, Toledo, 
Ohio, U.S.A.; or to order by her English Agents, J. J. Morse, 26, 
Osnaburgh-street, Euston-road, N.W.; and Nichols Al Co., Publishers, 
23, Oxford-street, London, W.

‘OUIJA!’
The Wonderful Psychic Talking Board.

Will Spell out Messages and Develop Mediumship in the 
Home Circle.

From a psychical point of view, we confidently assert that one success
ful seance with * Ouija’ will do more to arrest the attention of the 
student of the occult than many other means of inquiry. If you are 
interested in the study of the ‘ Borderland ’ betwixt the material universe 
and the vast realm of the unseen—consult ‘ Ouija.*
PRICE 6s. Gd. EAOH. POST FREE. FOREIGN POSTAGE EXTRA.

[iUglrternla.] SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1898. [.New.p.per.1 J>B,CE TWOPENCE.
L _ Per Port, lOe. 10dL per Annum.

'MINISTERING SPIRITS.’
A Christmas Book for Spiritualist Children.

BY
BESSIE RUSSELL-DA VIES

(Author of ‘The Clairvoyance of Bessie Williams’).

'In “Ministering Spirit*,” Mrs. RuHeU-Davies has written a 
fascinating little volume which is sure to prove of interest to all 
Spiritualists. It consists of short stories which are really interviews 
with the spirit-world, cold in a bright, picturesqae style and extremely 
interesting.'—‘ Whitehall Review.’

Price i/- Post Free, 1/2.
To be obtained from the Office of ‘ Light,' 110, St. Martin’s-lane. W.C.; 

or of the Authoress, Arundel House, Balham Park-road, S.W.

M RS. M ASTERMAN,

Costumier and Ladies’ Tailor,
38, HARRINGTON SQUARE, HAMPSTEAD ROAD,

LONDON, N.W.

Court, Ball, and Evening Gowns 
a Speciality.

WALKING, CYCLING, A- TAILOR-MADE COSTUMES

MOURNING ORDERS.

WEDDING TROUSSEAUX, AND CONTINENTAL 
OUTFITS, AND CORSETS.

FIT AND STYLE GUARANTEED.
Prompt attention given to letter orders, made from measurements and 

bodice pattern.

Office of ‘ Light,’ 110, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.
PUBLIC DEBATE.

GALVANIC 
APMIANOES

Investigated by a frequent contributor to * Light ’ to his entire satisfaction.
FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER WITH

FAXIVS Iltf THE
HEADACHE, NERVOUS EXHAUSTION, GOUT, RHEUMATISM, 

INDIGESTION, SLEEPLESSNESS, GENERAL DEBILITY, NERVOUS 
DEPRESSION, in fact, all cases of CONGESTION

ELECTRICITY WILL CURE when all other Remedies fail.
Recommended by throe Physicians to II.M. the Queen and II.It.II. the Prince 

of Wales, and by the moat eminent medical men of this century.
BELT AND SUSPENSOR, 60/-

Trial solicited. New Illustrated Pamphlet Post Free on mentioning 
this Paper.

J. L. PULVERMACHER & Co.,Ltd.,

APARTMENTS FURNISHED.
In a superior private house, drawing-room 
A mite; also bed sitting-rooms, from 10s. Gd. Good clean service: 
bath room; most healthy central position: omnibus and trams pass 
Briuaro to all parts of London : twenty minutes to Oxford-street, ten 
minutes’ walk to Gower-streot Station, ten minutes Euston, Midland, 
Great Northern Railways; large garden. Proprietress member LS.A. 
References exchanged.—Apply Mrs. Q., 8, ITarrington-square, N.W.

The Immortality of Man - Christian or Spiritualist, 
which ?

SURREY MASONIC IIALL, Camberwell New Road,

Ou MONDAY NEXT, NOYEMBER 21 A, 
BETWEEN"

The REV. A. J. WALDRON (Christian Evidence Society), 
ARD

MR. W. E. LONG (South London Spiritualist Mission).

Doors open 7 .‘10 p.m. Debate at 8 o’clock. Admission Free. Reserved 
Seats, Gd. and Is., to be obtained from Mr. W. E. Long. 12, Lowth-ioad, 

Camberwell.

A gentleman residing at Highgate, close to 
Ijl the station, would like to hear from two ladies, to complete private 
circle. Tuesday evenings preferred. Address: J.C., ‘Light,’ 110, St. 
Martin's-lane, W.C.

NORTH DEVON.
Winter Apartments. — Extensive prospect, 
I Y pure air, sheltered on hill-side. Exceptional advantages for the 

advanced developeracnt of the spiritually gifted ou the Celestial plane. 
—Address. T. 8. Wilmot, ctrv of Editor of ‘ Light,' lit), St. Martin’s- 
lane, W,C,
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JHcbiumship, JfitBnwrtBm, tit.

Healing Art.-F.OMKRiN,G.C.E.R.,K.Ch.HI.,
Follow of several Scientific and other Learned Societies.— 

22, Bentin ck-strkkt, Cavkndjsh-sqbari. W.

Curative Magnetism.—Mr. W. II. Edwards,
Clairvoyant aud Magnetic Healer, whoso remarkable cures are well 

authenticate'! and equal anything recorded, undertakes cases by appoint
ment only. Mr. Edwards's guides diagnose disease, and have cured cases 
when other magnetisers have utterly failed. Mr. Edwards guarantees to 
relieve pain. Consultations 5s.—56, Lyndburat-road, Peckham, S.E. (near 
Rye-lane Station).

Miss MacCreadie, Clairvoyante and Psycho-
metrist. Hours 3 to 6 p.m., or bv appointment, Saturdays excepted.

—8. Oxford and Cambridge Mansions, Fiat E. (closo to Edgware-road 
Station). W.

Mr. J. J. Vango, Clairvoyant and Healing
Medium. At home daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by appointment. 

Stances for investigators Monday and Thursday evenings, at 8 p.m.; 
also Sunday morning at 11 a.m.—283, Ladbroke-grove, W. (close to 
Notting Hill Station). Open to appointments.

Mrs. Brenchley, Normal Clairvoyant, Psycho- 
metrist, Healing. Diseases diagnosed. (Hours 2 till 5 p.m., 

After i p.m. by appointment.) Your spiritual surroundings described 
from letter, fee 2s. 6d. Seance for Investigators, Tuesday. 8.15 p.m., 
2s. 6d.—Ill, St. Thomae s-road. Finsbury Park, N. Close to Station.

Magnetic Healer and Certificated Masseuse.—
Apply by letter. Mrs. Damer-Cape, Home Villa, Lewisham-park, S.E.

Mediumship is purely a constitutional state,
and may be scientifically cultured and developed by scientific 

methods.—Prof. Timson, F.B.P.A. Persons seeking special advice on the 
above should write, with stamped address, to Professor Timson, F.B.P.A., 
who claims the highest success of any tutor in the psychological sciences, 
Hydro’, Leicester

Miss Findlay, 1, Portsea-place, Connaught- 
square (off Edgware-road), Clairvoyante, Medical and Business 

Psychometrist. At home daily.

A lfred Peters, Clairvoyant and Psychometrist. 
IjL At home daily, Saturdays excepted, from 3 to 6 p.m. Seances by 
appointment. Public seance for inquirers Wednesdays, at 7.80 for 8 p.m. 
—4. Merrington-road, St. Oswald-road, West Brompton, S.W.

A TVhite, Clairvoyant, Psychometrist and 
•J • xA.• > ’ Healer. (Insomnia a speciality). Seances and private 
sittings by appointment. Public seance. Tuesday and Friday, at 8, Is — 
21. Foxbourne-road, Balbam, S.W. (near Station).*

Zina,’ Scientific Palmist and Event Reader.
The initials delineated of those who have the greatest influence 

over your life. Send impression (taken by painting the palms of both 
hands with Indian ink and pressing them on white paper) or photograph 
of both hands, together with P 0. for 2s. 6d., to ‘ Zina,' 24, Sun-street, 
Canterbury.

H Towns, Clairvoyant Medium. Business,
• 1 Health, Character, Ac. At home daily 10 till 6, or by

appointment (Saturday excepted). Public stances Tuesday and Friday, 
7.30 for 8.—113. Luson-grove, Marylebone, London, N.W.

Madame Greek, Healing and Clairvoyant 
■di Medium. 46, Finborougb-road, South Kensington, S.W.—At borne 
daily from 11 am to 6 p.m. Friends by introduction every Thursday, at 
3 p.m. Fee, 2a 6d.

Emmeline Mohr gives Palmistry Readings on 
new method, detailed delineations, advice on private and business 

matters, every afternoon (except Saturdays), 2.30 to 6; or by appoint
ment. Fee 5a. On Thursdays, from 7 to 10 pm., Mine Mohr will give 
demonstrations with the Oaija Board. Questions of vital importance are 
answered through this medium. Fee 2s. fid. 14, Upper Baker-st., N.W.

astrology.
G. WILDE WILL CAST YOUR HOROSCOPE, 
Prefiguring health, wealth, weal or w oe, tbe stars Lave in store for you. 
Read the following testimony of Mr. Wilde's skill in a test horoscope, 

and then write to him, sending your birth-time.
Address:—G. WILDE, Occult Book Company,

6, Central-street, Halifax, Yorkshire.

W. T. Stead, Esq., Editor of the' Review of Reviews ’ writes :—
‘ G. WiWe, Esq. ‘ August 23rd, 1893.

Dear Sir,—I yesterday read over yonr horoscope to the subject of it— 
the test case, I mean. You will be pleased to know that both he and I 
were immensely staggered by yonr success. You bad hit off with extra
ordinary accuracy so many events of his past life that it was quite 
wonderful.—I am. yours very truly,

(Signed) ‘ W T. Stead.’
‘ Mr. Wilde was extraordinarily successful with Mr, Pearson, for whom 

he did a very elaborate horoscope, which was right as to the past, and has 
since been verified in relation to matters which were then in the future.’ 
—‘ Borderland,’ October, 1897.

[Novombor li), 

ARS VIVENDI SYSTEM
For Invalids and Pupils, '

Tho Study and Treatment of Nervous and Mental AD'oclinna i 
a speciality for aovoral years. 1101,8 «**•

Course of lessons given by correspondence to pupils nolr .. 
London. "’“'Kin

Classes hold in evening in sorics of lessons.
MR. ARTHUR LOVELL,

5, PORTMAN STREET, PORTMAN SQUARE, LONDON \v

PRACTICAL PSYCHOLOGY & MENTAL SCIENCE
MR. FRANK H. RANDALL,

PSYCHOLOGIST, 
rnivATR Lessons in MESMERISM, HYPNOTISM. ANlin, 
MAGNETISM, HEALING, and the development of the MENTAI ■ !

PSYCHIC powers. “,|
Practical Experimenting included in a course of icBsons.

Call or write (stamp) for particulars, terms, Ac.

Studio and Consulting Room
1, Army and Navy Mansions, Victoria Street, Westminster

LONDON, S.W. (Next to Army and Navy Stores).

‘Practical Instruction in Mesmerism,’ by Frank H. Randall. Public 
Edition, Is. Bd.; Private Edition, 3s. 6d., post free.

International Therapeutical Society,
42 * 43, WOBURN PLACE, RUSSELL SQUARE, W.C.

All forms of Physical and Mental Disease successfully treated by the 
most ancient system of Medical Science—The Ayurveda of India. ContuL 
tation from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Sundays excepted) or by appointment. 
Cases undertaken in any part of the world and Hospital-trained Nunes 
furnished for Medical, Mental, or Monthly Cases. Personal reference?, 
furnished from the Continents of Europe, Asia, and America. All communi- 
cations (private and confidential) to be addressed to M. M. Watrous.

Originally Established, 1883.

MRS. J. J. MORSE’S HOTEL,
FLORENCE HOUSE,

26, O8NABURGH STREET, REGENTS PARK, LONDON, W.

THE ONLY SPIRITUALIST HOTEL IN LONDON.

The Hotel is very centrally situated. All Places of Amusement, Busi
ness, or General Interest are easily and cheaply accessible. The main 
lines of railway have their termini within a shilling cab ride. Omnibuses 
from and to all railways and places of amusement pass within ten door? 
of the house. A Smoking Room.

Every attention is paid to cleanliness and comfort, by which, combined 
with moderate charges, the Hotel has always been so well and 
favourably known as a “ Home from Home ” by its many patrons.

Full tariff sent, post free. Letters and telegrams promptly attended 
to. Address all communications to Mrs. J. J. Morse.

Telegrams: ‘Juniperite,’ London.

GRAPHO-PSYCHOMETRY.
CHARACTER DELINEATED BY LETTER ONLY.
Fee Is. Gd. enclosed, and stamped addressed envelope, to 
‘ Zeta,’ care of W. Rowley,

157, Gloucester-road, South Kensington,
London, S.W.

HEHPY 25th NOPEMBEB.

IS SPIRITUALISM TRUE?
Every investigator, truthseeker, and Spiritualist 

should order
A COPY OF THE DEBATE

Held in LEEDS, on SEPTEMBER 13th and U/lh, NA
BBTWBRK

MR A. J. WALDRON (London),
ABD

MR. G. H. BIBBINGS (Nottingham), 
Editor of “THE TORCH.”

EtEE-______________
Price SIXPENCE; by post SEVENPENCE. Orders should be kM 

early to Mamager, “The Torch,” B, Grafton-street, Leeik

N.B.—Tbe Debates of ten years ago are of no assinUnce to
Student of to day. The class of argument is quite different. W-. >r i 
anchored but moving quickly, Keep up-to-date.


