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NOTES BY THE WAY.

We congratulate * The Church Gazette.” Its (shall we
call it?) symposium, on * Is there spiritual evolution after
death?’ is in every way good. The very subject almost
deserves a page to itself, even as the very suggestion of
‘spiritual evolution after death’ might win the battle by
itself. If ‘spiritual evolution’ is true, what of the old
‘Fall;” “The primal curse,” The arbitrary condemnation 1 If
‘spiritual evolution after death! is true, what of the end of
‘probation’ with the earth-life, the resurrection of the body,
and an eternal hell |

The various writers quite willingly accept the signifi-
cant exclusion of the Bible, as evidence, and pin their faith
to evolution as the highest law of life. The following
extracts show the real drift of the discussion :—

The law of continuity has been observed to hold in all our
experience of nature, both physical and psychic; and
though thisdoes not absolutely prove that it holds universally,
yet it forms the strongest presumption to that effect of
which the case is capable ; and it is only the most ordinary
process of induction to assume that a law which is subject
to no observed exception is, in fact, trustworthy throughout.

But to assume such a law would compel us to accept not
only a spiritual evolution after death similar to that which
obtains nere, but one which is continuous with the present
—that is, commencing at the very point where here it ceases,
and not separated from it by—an unaccountable gap.

Given, as foundation, a belief that God is good, and that

God is Almighty, we are simply driven to the supposition
that another sphere of existence must exist where the
inequalities of tnis life shall meet with adequate redress.

But, granting the reality of a future existence at all, it
appears superfluous to insist on its evolutionary character,
because a stationary or changeless condition of being for
eternity must be both insufferably tedious and perfectly
useless.

Now, is not that charming in a ‘ Church Gazette ' ?

Mr. Henry Wood's fVictor Serenus: a story of the
Pauline era’ (London : Gay and Bird), carries the doctrines
or spirit of his ‘Ideal suggestion’ into the sphere of
romance. He boldly declines to admit that idealism in
fiction is inartistic ; and that, in fiction, philosophising has
no place. On the contrary, he appeals to those who believe
that fiction may be a useful vehicle for the conveyance of
helpful ideals, and even abstract truth ;—at the same time,
his story is very rich in ‘local colour,’ and he has evidently
striven to give historical verisimilitude to it, while confess-
ing that a large part of the action is unhistoric.

It is an intensely spiritualistic story ; and, written with
all Mr. Wood's well-known deftness and vigour, it is

eminently readable. But, beyond that, there is deep
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thinking in the book, and a great deal that is beautiful,
both in conception and expression.

One writes to us from India—How could Allan
Kardec teach the doctrine of reincarnation in the name of
Spiritualism| How can Mrs. Besant and her followers
meet with Spiritualists on the same groundl Are the
works of P. B. Randolph approved by the London Spirit-
ualist Alliance ?

It may be useful to give here part of our reply:—* We
here, in London, as Spiritualists, do not profess to agree
except on the main points—that man is a spirit, that this
spirit persists after so-called ““death,” and that, when suit-
able conditions occur, the free spirit can communicate with
spirits in the flesh. All else is private and personal. We
make ourselves responsible for no one—neither Kardec,
nor Besant, nor Randolph. As to these persons and their
works, we say, ““Think for yourself.” The Spiritualist
Alliance does not undertake to approve or disapprove of
any opinions or any books.
freedom and charity to all.’

It encourages openness,

In his new book, “The law of correspondences applied
to healing’ (Chicago: The Harley Publishing Company),
Mr. W. J. Colville sets forth his thoughts as a commender
of faith-healing or the mental cure. There is a great deal
of wisdom in these Lectures, but we are disposed to think
that the wisdom is more in the keen asides and suggestions
of the book than in the philosophy as a whole. There are
deep truths in this philosophy of mental healing, but it
lends itself easily to exaggeration and delusion :—and yet,
what if exaggeration and delusion are curative ?

Mrs. Besant's sympathies are admirable in their breadth
and variety. In a late number of “The Theosophical
Review,’ there is a study by her which reveals a noticeable
responsiveness to the old notion of Christ as a manifesta-
tion of God. Christ, indeed, is not mentioned, but the
reference is plain:—

When we think of the Logos as the Self of all, we think
of Him as One, as the Lord of the world and of men. The
highest Logos, we have heard, is One who has climbed the
ladder of being until He can hold His centre of consciousness,
Himself unparalysed, fully conscious, amid the mighty vibra-
tions of the Great Life. Coming into manifestation. He limits
Himself to be the channel of that One Life to a universe; he
has been man in an incalculable past, and has risen through
every phase of super-human being to the highest level of
conditioned existence. Hence He can condition Himself at
any point of such existence. ~ When for some gracious
purpose He thus takes on the human condition and is born
into one of His worlds, we call Him an Avatara, a God-man.
He lives again on some globe as man, but the glory of Deity
lightens through Him, and He is Emmanuel, God-with-us. To
such a one, or toany spiritual intelligence, men of all grades
of head and heart can turn in worship, in love, in trust;
from all such beings, men can ask for aid, counsel or
guidance.

We call this ‘admirable,” not because we are in entire
agreement with it, but because it is always good to see
these sensitive spirits trying to understand one another,
and because we think Mrs. Besapt is singularly well
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equipped for giving to the world a spiritual and rational
version of the quaint old doctrine of the Trinity, in which
there is embedded a profound but long-lost truth.

“The Coming Nation”gives some excellent advice—to
cowards and time-servers: —“Don't be yourself; dont
think for yourself—or, if you must think, keep what you
think “under your hat ; dont have any opinions of your
own. If you do any of these things, you will be disliked.
If you want to be liked, be what somebody else wants you
to be; see what other men see—or, if you don't see it, say
you do ; make other men'’s opinions your opinions—not for
the opinion’s sake, but because it is so much easier to be
popular if you have none of your own.'

We have good reasons for knowing how true this is.
But it always was true—from Christ on the cross down-
wards : or from Christ on the cross upwards; for it was
always true that the majority and the powers that be hate
or fear fresh truths, or fresh applications of old truths.

“Studies in Islam,” by W. H. A. Quilliam (Liverpool:
The Crescent Printing and Publishing Company), is worth
looking at. Mr. Quilliam is running a curious Mohammedan
establishment at Liverpool, is acknowledged by the Sultan,
and is called ‘ Sheikh-ul-Islam of the British He is
the owner of a nimble wit, a militant spirit, and a ready

Isles.’

pen : and seems to know what he is about.

*THE STRANGE CASE OF MRS. PIPER!

“The strange case of Mrs. Piper, in “The Saturday
Renew ' for July 16th, is pretty reading. It is true that
we miss the pert humour and the jingling satire of this
well-known scoffer, but its gentle penitence and weak
bewilderment are twice as useful and quite as entertaining.
Following Dr. Hodgson's lead, it gives in to Mrs. Piper, with
It turns the
tables completely upon the unbelievers, by accusing them
of the ‘ superstition of “common sense,”” and declares that
the charge of fraud against Mrs. Piper has been ‘ put com-
pletely out of the field.

Referring to the two theories or explanations, that of
‘thought-transference in a high degree,” and what we should
call spirit-action, it says: ‘ There can be no denying that
the fresh evidence is strongly in favour of this last
hypothesis, to which Dr. Hodgson is now completely con-
verted ”: and then it adds —

the usual ignorant sneer at Eusapia Paladino.

On the whole it must be admitted, as I)r. Hodgson urges,
that the communications are, on the whole, very much what
we should expect from a personality existing after death,
and striving to communicate with fnends on earth through
the imperfect and unfamiliar instrument of a strange
organism.

In fact, it seems to us that anyone who reads the
evidence with a mind free from ‘suoerstition’ will find it
hard to resist the conclusion that we nave here strong testi-
mony, well presented and scientifically criticised, tending U)
show that something persists after death.

This is remarkable from ‘ The Saturday Review ’; but
then follows this laughably limp remark -

It does not follow that we are driven to accept the Spirit-
ualist position. So far as we can see, all that is proved is
that some record of the life on earth is laid up in some un-

earthly archives, and that under some circuinstances this
record is accessible to the minds of the living.

To what “position,’ then, is it “‘driven ’! Here is the
comically desperate reply —

After all, the question is not whether something survives
death, but whether that is a living something ; whether it
grows! Time may give us an answer to the question ; but
it has not been given yet

And, with that extraordinary murmur, ‘The Saturday
Review ' ties its nightcap tight, and goes to sleep.

LIGHT.
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OVERWORKED TELEPATHY.

A Discussion of Principles which must be Ilkck<"
with in Interpreting Results in Psychical
Research.

Specially Written by the Rev. T. E. Allen, II7.i/ Dedhni
Jfoas., .X.d., for the International Conyrem held in London
June 19th to 1898.

One of the things for which the Spiritualists assemblwl
at this Congress should be profoundly grateful is the ex-
istence and activity of the Society for Psychical lleHmrch.
We owe an immense debt to Messrs, Gurney, Myeii
Sidgwick, Lodge, Podmore, Hodgson, .lames, Mrs. Sidgwick,
and others for the brave stand they have taken in banding
themselves together for the purpose of making a scientific
study of psychical phenomena, in the face of the prejudice
and bigotry, scientific as well as religious, whose existence
some of us realise so keenly. 1 regret that | cannot at this
time pay an adequate tribute to their ability and con-
secration, and enlarge upon what | conceive the relation
of their work to be to the well-being of Spiritualism, and
upon the revolutionising effect of that work upon the leaders
of thought in the not-far-distant future. Suffice it to say,
however, that | regard the Society for Psychical Researchas
one of the most- pot-ent of forces for revealing to the world a
body of truth which we believe stands in vital relation to
the highest interests of humanity.

But to express, as we ought, our appreciation of their
services does not require us to keep silent concerning
certain errors and short-comings in their work. 1 am sure,
too, that they will welcome and consider the criticisms
which | shall make to-day, satisfied that my motive, like
their own, is to help make a life-sustaining crop in the re-
fractory soil of the borderland domain which each of asis
trying to cultivate according to his several ability. With
this much by way of introduction, let us address our-
selves to our subject.

1. Suppose that we have a box in which are placed fifty
white balls and fifty black ones, well mixed. Let them be
drawn out one by one. Before each draw the chance of
drawing a white ball can be calculated, as all the necessary
data are known at every step.

2. Letit be known that there are one hundred balls, some
black and some white; but not how many of each. The
number of white balks may be anywhere from one to ninety-
nine. Here, the calculation of the chance of drawing a white
ball is impossible, though it is possible at each step to calcu-
late the limits between which the probabilities will fall by
making the number of white balls a maximum in one case
and a minimum in the other.

3. Suppose that we know the ratio of white to black balls,
but not the total number. Before the first draw, the chance
of drawing a white ball can be calculated, but after that we
are entirely at sea. For, even when the balls have been
drawn in the original ratio, the most favourable condition
for success, the balls may be entirely exhausted, or a very
large number may remain. In this case, then, the difference
between the maximum and minimum number of white balls
assignable by hypothesis is so great that an attempt to cal-
culate the limiting probabilities after the first draw, so as to
furnish a definite indication; is doomed to failure.

4. Let us suppose, finally, that we have to deal with halls
whose total number, colours, and ratios are entirely unknown.
The number may be ten, a thousand, a million, or even more
the colours, one, one hundred, or upwards. Obviously, we
have no data whatever, at any time, with which to compute
the probability that the ball drawn will be a whiteone. For,
the balls may all be white, or amongst thousands or millions
there may not be a single white one.

But let us assume that some man claims that he is able
to reckon the probabilities in this last case quite accurately.
He says to a friend, “Try me/and then makes his figure-
The friend draws and reports a green balk ‘It cannot b*
green/ the mathematician exclaims, * there are no green bhalls
in the box. | have tabulated the results of more than a
hundred thousand draws. There are black, white, red, bltn
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yellow and pink balls, but no green ones. You area poor
observer. Whatyou say in not worthy of credence.’

‘ Look and see for yourself,’ retorts the friend.

'What's the use of that? It would lie a waste of time.
| know positively upon a prion grounds that there arc no
green balls in the box, and, therefore, that you did not draw
one out. You are colour-blind. You have drawn a blue
ball, and you don't know the difference between green and
blue.

Now, should a person maintain that he can predict the
state of consciousness which anyone will experience at a
iriven time, he would be like this foolish mathematician,
fatally led astray by his prepossessions and false reasonings.
For the human mind may be said to Im; like the box just
described which contained ah unknown number of balls,
and of an unknown number of colours, related to each other
in unknown ratios, and from which we may draw an
indefinite number of times. The truth which | have illus-
trated by the experiments in drawing balls can be verified,
over and over again, by an appeal to the history of science.
Lavoisier had tabulated his hundred thousand draws and
knew that there were no green balls; hence it was that he
affirmed that there were no stones in the sky, and that,
therefore, none fell to the earth. Dr. A. It. Wallace has well
said : ‘I assert, without fear of contradiction, that whenever
the scientific men of any age have denied the facts of
investigators on a priori grounds, they have always been
wrong. We will now approach the subject from another
point of view.

'First Principle: The testimony of consciousness as to
its own states furnishes knowledge which is ultimate and
certain. From the nature of the case, there must be
something in our thought life winch is ultimate, which we
accept as true upon faith, and cannotgo beyond ; otherwise,
all our thinking rests for ever under a painful suspicion. This
something is a state of consciousness. Such states furnish
all of the raw materials dealt with by memory, imagination,
and reason—in short, by every intellectual process—and,
therefore, necessarily precede them. The mind is
Bo constituted that it cannot doubt the reality of its states,
or suspect that those states are anything other than they
are feltto be. Since, then, they are instinctively appraised
at their face-value, and we are powerless to doubt them, they
furnish certain knowledge.

‘Jevons %ays ““The mind itself is quite capable of
possessing certain knowledge, and it is well to discriminate
carefully between what we can and can not know with
certainty. In the first place, whatever feeling is actually
present to the mind is certainly known to that mind. If |
seeblue sky, I may be quite sure that | do experience the
sensation of blueness. Whatever | do feel, I do feel beyond
all doubt. We are, indeed, very likely to confuse what we
really feel with what we are inclined to associate with it, or
infer inductively from it; but the whole of our conscious-
ness, as far as it is the result of pure intuition and free from
inference, is certain knowledge beyond all doubt.”

‘Finally, the authority of our state of consciousness is
supreme. By this 1 mean that no subsequent state or
mental process can ever cast doubt upon a previous
state of consciousness. This statement is, indeed, implied
in our principle ; for what is ultimate and certain must also
be supreme in authority. . . + No state of consciousness
is superior in authority to any other state. This may be
allied the doctrine of the parity of mental states. .
We have not to do now .with the causes of states, but simply
with the states themselves.

'The inquiry as to the credibility of what is testified
(»«, upon internal grounds) is entirely irrelevant!

From our first principle, it follows that there can be nothing
in one’s experience which can ever justify him in denying
(upon internal grounds) the credibility of the report that
may be submitted to him by a fellow-being relative to any
state of consciousness whatever which he says that he has
experienced |  Should it be said that this statement
requires qualification, my answer is, that any exceptions
will be apparent only. One may report, “ | have had a state
of consciousness in which a man lifted himself over the

* * Principles of Science,’ second edition, p. 285.
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fence by his bootstraps.” What shall we say in such a casel
First, that though his consciousness may have reported the
movement of a man over a fence, and though the attitude
and facial expression may have seemed to indicate that he
lifted himself over, nevertheless, the alleged cause was an
inference, and did not exist in his state of consciousness. If
the. testimony is given by a truthful man, we must accept it
so far as it relates to what was actually presentin his con-
sciousness ; but as the cause was not present, we cast doubt,
not upon the, testimony of his consciousness, but upon the
legitimacy of his inference. Or, second, we may question
the veracity of the witness, which is a different matter from
passing an opinion upon the credibility of what is reported
on account of its strange or unique character.”*

Our immediate and absolutely certain knowledge is
confined, then, exclusively to a consciousness of our own
mental states. The many frequently repeated states, which,
though not completely identical, yet contain fixed co-
relations of parts and follow each other in fixed orders,
together with other considerations not necessary to review
here, have produced in an overwhelming majority of persons
a conviction that there exists a real universe outside of the
self. In addition to this, it is a received truth, and a partof
the dominant evolutionary philosophy, that directly or
indirectly all states of consciousness are determined in us
by the impact of this real universe.

By this last claim, that mental states are determined in
us by forces acting from without, we bind the whole uni-
verse into a single whole and take the step demanded by
utility and by every high consideration, whether scientific or
religious. For, satisfactory achievement, whether we look to a
selfish end or to an unselfish and universal one, imperatively
demands a knowledge of the power of real things and
entities in the not-self to generate certain states of conscious-
ness in the self. Every item of knowledge of this sort
adds a new strand to the cords that consciously bind an
entity to the cosmos, and increases the resources which may
be used in the attempt to realise bis supreme end-in-itself.
In fact, such knowledge makes him potentially more scientific
and more religious, since the aim of both science and
religion, in the last analysis, is to guide conduct.

Since ‘ the testimony of consciousness as to its own states
furnishes knowledge which is ultimate and certain,’ it
follows that the calculus of probabilities cannot he applied
to mental states. Where there can be no doubt, there can
be no estimate of the relative probability of two or more
alternatives. Furthermore, the application of the calculus of
probabilities in any case proceeds upon the assumption that
we already know positively certain things, and it then goes
on to deal with contingencies which have to do, not with the
particular aspect of the data from which we set out, for that
is not in doubt, but with some other aspect.

There are infinite possibilities of causation to draw upon
corresponding to the infinite possibilities of mental states
determined by those causes. Hence it follows that no
conceivable cause can properly be treated as in any degree,
even the slightest, inherently improbable ; and consequently,
also, we can make no comparison, in the abstract, of the
relative probability that two or more causes are actually
operative in the universe.

The instant we pass, however, from this general view,
having no definite content, to the consideration of definite
states of mind, and then ask ourselves, * What cause actually
operative in the universe do these mental states compel us
to infer in order that we may explain them and bin«l cosmos
and ego together V that moment the scene changes. If the
mental states suggest at once to all who consider them the
same cause, leaving no room for any alternative ex planation,
then all combine in saying, ‘' We are satisfied that this is the
true cause of the states, and we need seek no further; If,
on the other hand, other causes present themselves as pos-
sible explanations, then there is a chance for a difference of
opinion, which can only be harmonised by reviewing the
mental states in the light of others produced by further
observation and experiment, the process being continued
until doubt disappears by the retiring of all but one from
the field.

* The Author Essa%/ ‘The Search for Facts,' ‘ The Psychical
Review, Vol. 1, pp. 218-251.



gre

Let us recapitulate somewhat, though with additions :—

1. Inoursearch for facts, we must apply our tests not to
the states of consciousness themselves reported by others, but
to the trustworthiness, competence, <kc., of the witnesses.
We are to seize upon the good-looking caskets, assured that
the jewels within cannot be paste. The true attitude, the
attitude which alone makes science a race possession, and
authority possible and valuable, is summed up in the words :
*As a conscientious recruiting officer completely ignores the
like or dislike he may happen to have for a particular candi-
date, and bases acceptance or rejection upon the tests
applied by the examining surgeon, so when testimony fulfils
certain conditions we ought to accept it as true, whatever
the thing testified to may be, and whether or not our own

personal experiences have rendered it possible for us to con-
ceive how it can be true.’

2. In inferring the cause from facts we should be

governed by the following principle : The cause of a group
of similar mental states which should be adopted, at least
provisionally, is that cause which is immediately and most
forcibly suggested by the states themselves. Now, 1
maintain that this principle is certainly sound. Say, if you
please, that new observations and experiments cause you to
change your conception of the cause, what then ? The new
cause is that which is now limmediately and most forcibly
suggested ' by a new group of states, even though it includes
all the old ones’ If it be objected that by following this
plan our knowledge of causes loses its certainty and becomes
tentative, | would like to inquire: 1. How many causes are
we so positive about that more light may not change our
views ? and, 2. What more reliable principle can be formu-
lated ? It is in a perennial sensitiveness to new light, and
a oonstant readjustment of belief in harmony with its
requirements, that we find the true spirit of science mani-
fested, and in glaring contrast with the temper of fossilised
dogmatism.

3. In the case of experimental thought-transference,
where what we call chance was opposed to the hypothetical
operation of intelligence, the calculus of probabilities was
admirably adapted to the work of discriminating between
the two causes—or, rather, between no cause and a cause.
No other procedure, probably, could have produced so
profound a conviction of the reality of telepathic action.
This suggests that the calculus of probabilities may be a
great help in deciding between the different causes which
impress thinkers as suggested by the facts. Indeed, | think
| see a way in which it can aid in separating the true cause
or causes, which it is one of the aims of psychical research
to discover, from all others.

In view of the above statement of principles, I think it
can justly be said—without stopping to consider the output
of other workers—that both Messrs. Myers and Podmore, and
the latter especially, have shown themselves to have been
biased in their reaction upon testimony, both with reference
to its evidential value, and its true interpretation, by their
views relative to inherent incredibility. The following pas-
sages from the *Proceedings' of the Society for Psychical
Research fully establish this claim.

We will first listen to Mr. Myers: * Human testimony is
on its trial. It remains, that is to say, to be seen whether
science can accord to honest testimony (of a kind which can
rarely be confirmed by direct experiment) a confidence
sufficient to bear the strain put upon it by the marvellous

matters for which that testimony vouches.’ (Part XVI.,
p. 316.) Asstudents of psychical science, we are all indebted
to orthodox physical science for the valuable equipment of
method with which we entered upon our labours. But we
have not buried our talent in the ground ; and, having used
it with some energy and wisdom, we are prepared to repay
to science its loan with generous interest, by giving the
assurance that, strictly speaking, nothing ‘ marvellous’ ever
happens, that of all the things that really do happen, noone
is any more or less natural, * marvellous’ or miraculous than
any other, and that the alleged !strain’ put upon confidence
is purely imaginary—since, according to the principles herein
laid down, a phantasm of the dead, or the appearance of a
full-form materialised spirit, is a no more inherently improb-
able phenomenon than the fall of an apple under the
influence of gravitation.
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In fact-, by the concession here wrongly made to ortluul
science, Mr. Myers very greatly weakens his wholecase. Wh
is this ‘strain’ of which he talks? How does it original
Its existence is due to the assumption that past experien
furnishes reliable data for calculating the probabilities f
and against, the truth of the testimony under consideration,
whereas, as | have shown, past experience cannot furnish an
iota of such data! To say that- it can is equivalent (0
granting that it. is possible to compute the chances for and
against drawing a white ball from the box above described'
The proper course to pursue with both interested students
and unscientific scientists is to bring them face to face with
the universal principles which govern the evolution of
intelligence, and then hold them right there, refusing to
permit dust to be thrown in our eyes, or to let them shift
their ground upon any plea whatever.

When this stand is taken and maintained, Mr. Myers will
be in position to introduce any and all testimony that con-
forms to the critical standards of the Society for Psychical
Research absolutely without reference to its content and
implications ! In the language of the card player, it may
be said that Mr. Myers has carelessly discarded his highest
trump. | throw down my gauntlet before any thinker who
dares deny the principle of the parity of mental states, with
entire confidence that | shall not emerge from the contest
second best |

It is about time for psychical scientists—yes, | dare use
the title, why not?—to assert themselves, and serve notice
upon the high and mighty authorities of physical science,
that they are not lords of quite all creation, that there is a
flaw in their title, and that we propose to contest it!

‘Once more,’ says Mr. Myers, ‘ before actually committing
ourselves to any hypothesis involving so extreme a supposi-
tion asthe continued action of dead men, we may naturally
inquire,as Mr. Podmore has done . . . whether thesesowZ/wnf
apparitions of the dead may not still be explained by the
more familial* conception of telepathy between the living.
In my reply I have set forth certain reasons which

seem to me to make this explanation insufficient. | am,
therefore, for my pkrt; bound to go'on and to "flice the
enormous difficulties involved in the very idea of intercourse
between an incarnate and a discarnate mind.” (Part XXII,
p. 171)) If the facts suggest, as Mr. Myers believes, and as
I believe, that the ‘ dead ’ are still alive, and that intercourse
does take place between incarnate and discarnate minds,then
surely the consideration that the facts themselves have
‘immediately and most forcibly suggested ' the reality of
spirit agency, proves them quite broad-shouldered enough
to sustain an explanation branded upon their very face, and
we can laugh at the ‘ extreme ' character of the supposition
and the ‘enormous difficulties,’ and then if anybody is
spoiling for a fight, we can cry with alacrity, ‘ Lay on, Mac-
duffi' for the odds are heavily in our favour.

Speaking of ‘“The Experiences of W. Stainton Moses,’ Mr.
Myers observes : ‘ The passages which | have selected for
quotation are simply such as best illustrate the subject-
matter—the most striking and characteristic samples of
the recorded phenomena. This may not, perhaps, be the
most politic course, in view of the reader’s difficulties of
belief; but (as already implied) there seems no valid ground
for selecting what he might regard as the least incredible
among so many incredibilities. The evidence for all the
incidents is practically the same ; the whole group of wit-
nesses are as fully' pledged, say, to the falling of pearls from
the air as to the automatic Script or the trance phenomena.
(Part XXV., p. 254.) In tile previous quotation we dealt
with an explanation of phenomena ; this time, with phe-
nomena themselves. We have already Been why it is that
Mr. Myers could not pick out certain species of facts as more
credible than others. The considerations which forced him
to receive them as facts were all externa), all related to the
characters and capacities of the witnesses, and all entirely
independent of the internal characteristics or the inherent
nature of the alleged facts. Again, we cannot legitimately
talk of ‘incredibilities,” and the best way to smooth out
the *reader's difficulties,’ and to win at the same time nil
the elbow-room we want, is to call his attention to the
fallacies, combated herein, which have led him astray.

(7b 6e continued.)
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INITIATION.
By ‘QujiSToii Vitjc?

1.

The second critic, on p. 287, assumes a different attitude
from the first. 1 would wish to point out that the passage
criticised was not comprised in a letter exposing my
views bearing on initiation, but in a mere footnote to
an argument dealing with the origin of Spiritualism. He
consequently finds himself driven to attribute to me
inferences or his own construction, which he subsequently
easily demolishes, but without my position being involved in
that exercise. He in ,no wise disproves the proposition he
quotes from my footnote, yet reiterates the very position
refuted therein. Permit me, therefore, to repeat that initia-
tion by human agency is constituted by action from a simi-
lar level and is from without consequently and can only
impart instruction and not life. But the action of operators
acting from higher states and inner planes, takes effect from
within to without. Such action carries dual signification
and effect. It carries a vital baptism and confirmation
which permeates the recipient from within to without,
entailing a vital growth as well as instruction.
only spiritual but affects the soul.

The initiation I referred to was not the mere imparting
and reception of instruction, though the word may be used
in that sense. 1 dealt with the special signification of the
term as understood among occultists, with regard to the
effects, and the factors producing such effects, of a certain
ceremonial experienced in certain schools, and in so doing 1
clearly spoke of it as effected in the present and not in the
past, when the conditions of external environment gave
valid reasons for withholding from the public the instruction
imparted in secret. My appreciation of the initiations of
Egypt and Eleusis will appear in a notice on a new book by
M. Schure on the * Sanctuaries of the Orient.’

To suppose that mere contact with disembodied spirits
Would give the influx of initiation is most certainly ‘ pre-
posterous.’” But .the preposterousness rests with the
formulator of that proposition, and of the supposition that
initiation can have anything to do with ‘admission into the
ordinary stance-room.” My statement, as quoted by himself,
was that true initiation can only be effected by discarnate
spirits in higher states.

Any reader of my previous letters will realise that few
can have a higher veneration for the reception and im-
parting of the principles of spiritual science than myself.
It is because of that very fact that | deplore the restrictions
of secrecy that are still maintained in certain colleges, when
the reasons for such restrictions have ceased to exist. Also
I condemn the association of personal vested interests in the
imparting of spiritual truth. | disapprove of the implied
superiority which inevitably is carried by office, rank,
degrees, &c., when associated with purely spiritual matters.
Itisin contradiction with the highest principles of being, and
reflects merely human conditions. The most highly evolved
selves (spirit-souls) in our universe speak from the position
of identity, which carries conscious sharing in integral unity,
inclusive of variety. All such disclaim superiority, and any
such thing as rank. Consequently they deny the existence
of archangels, as chiefs among angels. Each represents
and speaks for the integral whole, whatever the special func-
tion may be. And all recognise in humility their depen-
dence on the Universal Conscious-L.ife, as mediated to them
through yet higher selves, in universes precedential in pro-
cessional order to ours.

It is an entire fallacy to suppose that man can by his
own personal efforts, or by human assistance, raise himself
above the planes with which he is functionally related.
While man includes in himself all the degrees of being
implicit in the Universal Conscious-L.ife, yet the inner, higher
modes are as yet only germic in him, and only unfold into
functional activity when he evolves into the correlated
states and planes pertaining to those inner degrees ;
even as his sense-related self-consciousness first unfolds
functionally in this external plane. The capacities
of self-consciousness are present in the sub-conscious
germ and embryo and in the prior sub-conscious elemental,

It is not
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yet it has been differentiated from the Infinite into finality,
and we see its first unfolding in particularised functioning,
knowing in distinction, in the child. Similarly the germic
capacities of the modes of consciousness pertaining to
spiritual-personality, individuality, and celestial identity
are now present in man, but these will only unfold function-
ally when we ingress, through consecutive deaths, into the
states and planes pertaining thereto, and come to have a
vital form, a soul, in concomitant, equivalent mode.

Though man while here is a germic angel, yet he never
becomes an angel so long as he is an embodied man, or even
when a personal spirit. He cannot by any effort pertaining
to the mode of consciousness related to this present sub-
ordinate state, raise himself up to the angelic state and mode.
Even when by the second death he has become a personal
spirit, his consciousness still functions within the limitations
pertaining to personal existence.

Wisdom is not equilibrated by love (or love by wisdom)

within the limitations of personal consciousness. If he can
effect the projection of his psychic (astral) double into the
psychic sphere, it is because that subjective principle is
organised functionally within him. He cannot effect
the projection of a double in the higher mode
carrying relations with the plane of spiritual per
sonality. If that occurs it is effected for him by
invisible operators in that state, interiorising a life
current in that mode through his equivalent germic
principle, and causing exteriorisation,in a temporary form, in
that mode or degree. Man can only act volitionally in
relation with the physical and psychical planes, because he
is functionally in relation therewith only. While con-
stituted in vitality, carrying vibrations in the pitch of do
and re, he can only relate planes do and re (physical and
psychical). To relate planes mi, fa, and soZ pre-requires the
presence in him of sufficient vitality, carrying vibrations in
equivalent pitch, to permit exteriorisation therein. But
while here he is constituted in the pitch of do and re merely ;
the other modes being merely germic and not unfolded
functionally. So that is impossible to him, though it is not
impossible to operators living in the equivalent degree or
mode or level, to entail that effect by acting on and through
him, by means of a projected vital circuit, and raising a
representative presentation of him, constituted in their
own mode, to their level. And it is thus, solely, that real
initiation is effected.

Initiation by this external plane, by external beings,
can only effect the external mode of consciousness pertaining
thereto. It may be most interesting to learn to relate the
internal life of the non-self, called elements, and to discover
the subjective forms presented thereby in human perception,
called elementals ; to inspect certain aspects of the astral
plane or world soul. But does this make people more
spiritual; does it enlarge human sympathy ; doesit develop
the desire to serve humanity even at the cost, of self-
effacement ; does it unfold those qualities which pertain to
integral, as compared with personal, competitive being!
No. The danger is that- such pursuits may render life more
and more self-centred and self-absorbed : may inflate the
personality instead of subordinating it to the inner indivi-
duality and identity. These considerations show that
magic and occultism as now practised pertain to the
personal mode of consciousness and not to the inner, higher
modes of consciousness which transcend the
personality.

limitations of

The Congress.—The Treasurer gratefully acknowledges
the receipt of £1 Is. from Mre. Russell Davies towards the
cost- of the recent Congress.

Departure of Mrs. M. E. Cadwal lader.—Mrs. Cad-
wallader will sail from Liverpool to-day (Saturday), in the
ss. Etruria, direct for New York. The good wishes of the
many friends she has made during her stay in this country
will accompany her, together with the hope that she may

soon revisit our shores. Should she do so a hearty welcome
awaits her.

Bloomsbury and Vicinity.—"' Light' may always be ob-
tained of Mackenzie & Co., 81, Endell-street, Shaftesbury-
avenue.
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GOD KNOWS HIS OWN.

It mar be open to dispute, and perhaps always will be,
whether Spiritualism is or is not a Religion ; but there can
be no question that a great deal of Religion can be extracted
from Spiritualism. Religion is primarily that which uplifts
the spirit to spiritual planes, whether of aspiration, love, or
hope; and, in its higher reaches, it unites the human spirit
with the divine, and brings it home to God. It is a dry
and dusty Spiritualism which doubts this, and restricts
itself to mere ‘phenomena/ The inferences are inevitable,
the promptings are irresistible, the results are sure.

Perhaps the purest and most consoling of these results
is the spirit’s confidence that the Mighty Power we call
*God ' is aware of us, that He cares for us, and that He will
dispose of us. Indeed, we sometimes think that this alone

is Religion. It is certainly its sublimest and happiest
achievement. The great apostle must have felt this when
he said, ‘ The foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal; The Lord knoweth them that are His.’ And it
appears that this glowing burst of confidence was struck
out of him by circumstances which are as truly ours as
they were his.

This heroic spirit was exhorting his “dearly beloved
son’ to be brave in the stern battle before him. He told
him of his own disappointments and discouragements, of
stubborn foes and treacherous friends, and especially of the
vain babblings of the foolish : and then he takes refuge in
this consoling thought, that, amid all this darkness and
difficulty and babbling, one thing was sure,—that God
understood it all, and that He knew those who were His.
And it is still true—and true for us. While we are here,
amid these coloured lights and confusing noises, it is
difficult to know one another, and our judgments of others
are as confused as our knowledge of ourselves. Passion
puts everything out of perspective: self-interest blinds: a
merely one-sided education warps us and shuts us up to a
narrow personal groove: and sometimes, for the minutest
reasons, scarcely comprehended by ourselves, we form
wrong judgments of one another, and even dare to let
these judgments harden into sentences of condemnation for
eternity as well as time. But the true Spiritualist is ever
able to stand on ‘the foundation of God, confident that
‘The Lord knoweth them that are His.’

In asense, we are all His, since we are all comprehended

within the circle of creation; and, for all we know, He
recognises all as His. Perhaps He sees, in the vilest sinner,
not an enemy fighting against Him, but an ill-lorn spirit,
baffled and benighted, battling its painful way to the light:
and, in the wretched wanderer, He may discern, not an out-
cast lost to hope but a pilgrim in search of home. Truly,
everything is His, from the thin green film that stretches
across the stagnant pond to the archangel who does His
will and loves His law, in the highest heaven.

But there must be a sense in which it is true that God
does know and appropriate His own, in the sense that He
approves and chooses the good, the I>eautiful and the true.
The Master of all the moral music of the universe cannot
be supposed to be indifferent to moral and spiritual dis-
tinctions; for, if we are to form any, even the faintest,
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conceptions of God, as a Conscious Power, wc must inclu<l
and deli«/|I(
It must be so on the lower planes of what we call “‘Nature’
where wc find a lower and a higher; an effort and an
attainment; a struggle for life and a survival of the fittest.
A rosebud and the insect which destroys it cannot be «<iiiite
the same to God. He knows which is His, in the high
sense; and, even though the God of Nature finds a place
and a use. for the film of green on the pond and the insect
in the rosebud, it can hardly be denied that He regards, as
more, truly His, the water-lily and the rose.

What then, in the high realm of the spirit, is it that
makes us His? Surely nothing that is merely external or
nothing accidental,

the ideas of discernment, volition, approval

ceremonial, nothing concerned with
Surely it can only be the beautiful and
harmonious devotion of the creature to the highest purposes
of its being. That is a truth of the highest practical value,
and the deepest as well as the highest truth, the reception
of which would re-create the religious lite of Christendom
and save the world. We have busied ourselves in erecting
our poor earthly barriers, and trying to draw lines even
athwart the bounds of the Infinite. We have restricted
salvation to a creed, or have made salvation depend upon
the chance discovery of the authorised ecclesiastical organi-
sation, or upon the accident of birth in a certain land: but
‘The Lord knoweth them that are His.” These artificial
restrictions are all as baseless as they arc cruel, and as mis-
leading as they are baseless. The only test of value to
God is actual spiritual excellence. To be just is to be
better than to be a communicant: to be sound of heartis
better than to be sound in the faith: for they are dear to
God, not who utter the right words concerning Him, but
who do His holy and blessed will. If this is not the
Religion of pure Spiritualism, we have still everything to
learn,

mere words.

‘THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT.

Of course it is a risky thing to leave the well-worn
track of ‘word for word’ translation of the Bible, and to

substitute for it an ‘idea for idea’ version. In doing
that, so very much will depend upon the doer. But Mr.
Howard Swan, in his two small books entitled “The Voice

of the Spirit’ (London: Sampson Low and Co.), has
attempted this, and has undoubtedly achieved a consider-
able measure of success. The books dealt with are Job,
Joel, the Prophetic Psalms and lIsaiah. It would be easy
to show that Mr. Swan has not ‘improved upon’ certain
well-known verses or phrases : but that is not the way to
judge of his work. It must be taken as a whole; and, as
a whole, it is more than interesting; it is full of light.
The ‘Introduction to the Book of Job,’ especially in iU
reference to the speech of Elihn, sets forth the spirit and
intention of the work. Mr. Swan contends that in our
present versions of Job, the solution of ‘ the Great Problem,
given in Elihu’s speech, is quite hidden : the reason for
this being that our translators lacked the key. He says:
‘Until a man has experienced the effect of what the Society
of Friends terms the “ Inner Light” or the “ Indwelling
Spirit,” the Voice of the Spirit speaking in silence to man,
he cannot, from want of experience, give proper expression
to the forb of which Elihu so plainly speaks. The resultis
that at the crucial point the understanding of the meaning
of the words and idiomatic expressions (which, after all.
are but signs of words, as the words are symbols of
emotions) breaks down?
There is a vast deal of truth
remark, as everyone knows who knows anything about
poetic translations; and, if only because Mr. Swan seems
to thoroughly comprehend this, his work is entitled to niort

in this as a general

respectful attention.
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THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE.

The following striking illustration of the spontaneous
.eVelopinent of this faculty in a young lady to whom the
citer was introduced by an M.R.C.S., will be of interest.

The lady lives in a well-known south coast watering
JtCe. The faculty has developed spontaneously without any
knowledge of occultism. It exists to a minor degree in two
+her members of the family, but is looked on with disfavour
nddiscouraged. The lady has repeatedly projected her per-
ception to her sister and brother, who live in the Midlands,
-nd seen them in incidents the accuracy of which was subse-
quently confirmed in correspondence. Thus she saw her
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brother-in-law on a ladder, nailing up pictures. This sur-
prised her as she knew they had no such pictures, but it
appeared on inquiry that they had had a number left them
in a legacy.

She has by mental suggestion made a member of her
family interrupt a letter he was writing, put it aside and
write another which she dictated mentally. The letter was
addressed and stamped and then taken from the writer, who
then continued to write the letter in which he had been
interrupted. All this was done without speaking. In fact,
the subject was not mentioned for three hours. AVhen told
what had been done the writer of the letter wished to recall
it, but it had been posted.

She has repeatedly projected her perception to friends,
seen what they were doing, with whom and where they
were, the circumstances being subsequently confirmed.

She has influenced people, when perceiving them in this
manner, by transferring thoughts to them, ‘suggesting’ them
to do certain things, such as to come and call on her at a
given hour, which suggestions have been realised. When
transferring mental orders in this manner she, so to say,
hears (senses) the persons’ thoughts as if they were speaking
and is not satisfied till that occurs. The transference from
herself to the subject appears to entail a return circuit,
reacting in herself. In this way she is fully aware whether
she has succeeded in influencing the persons or not. The
same faculty enables her, by focussing her attention on
Strangers in a bus or in a train, to penetrate their minds
and read their thoughts. Thus on one occasion she per-
ceived that a man intended to seek to make her acquaintance
in a train, but prevented it by mental command.

8he has repeatedly influenced her brother, a clergyman,
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and vicar of two churches in the Midlands. In June last
she determined to make an exceptional experiment and try
if she could impress him to the extent of delivering asermon
through him. With this intent she went to the morning
service in a well-known church in the south coast town in
which she resides, and concentrated in her memory the lead-
ing points of the sermon given. In the evening atsix, when
she knew that her brother would be officiating, she shut her-
self up in her room, closed her eyes, resting her head on her
arms, and mentally sought him. She did not know at which of
his churches he would officiate, but sought him by a mental
effort till she found him. He was then singing the Magni-
ficat. She retained her mental proximity till he went into
the pulpit and prepared to give his sermon, when she com-
menced to impress him with the sermon she had retained in
her memory since the morning. The transference continued
during twenty-five minutes.

Two days afterwards she paid a visit to her brother, and
put some indirect questions with regard to the sermon he
had delivered on the previous Sunday. She learned that
the subject he had dealt with waa the one she had trans-
mitted. By questioning other people she gathered further
information with regard to the leading points dwelt upon,
which were identical with the main ideas transferred by
her. On questioning her brother further with caution, she
learnt that he had had a most exceptional experience that
evening. He had gone into the pulpit with notes prepared
beforehand, as usual, for his sermon ; but when about to
commence his delivery he suddenly changed his mind and
spoke on an entirely different subject. When the sermon
was finished it became a total blank in his mind ; he could
not recall it, which annoyed him, as it had given satisfaction
to his congregation. It was a most strange occurrence, he
said. His sister did not inform him that she had had any
hand in the matter, as he disapproved of the exercise of her
uncanny faculties.

Questioned as to the process by which she effected this
transference and perception at a distance, she was not
aware of any physiological correlated functioning. When
desirous to accomplish any of these experiences, she shuts
out all external relations by closing her eyes and holding
her hands over them, if alone in her room. She turns her
mind inwards and thinks intently of the person she wishes
to see, not allowing her thoughts to stray in the least degree.
If she thought of their associations or surroundings she
would fail. Sometimes she would succeed immediately,
sometimes she would have to hold her will on the person
thought of for twenty minutes before seeing him. She
never transmitted a message till she actually saw the person
sought, and felt herself to be in his presence and could
touch him. Such touches were responded to sometimes.
The person acted on would be conscious of her presence, or
at least think of her. On one occasion she had been told
“Oh, bother, go away,” which, however, she had only done
after making the person in question do what she wanted.

She could not. say whether she exteriorised a psychic
double, never having been seen by any person acted on ; but
she would, however, endeavour to make herself seen, and
would also try if she could move any light object in the
presence of the person acted on, and cause them to notice
the movement.

She does not observe the surroundings unless she thinks
of doing so, nor has she noticed having passed through any
scenery or people before arriving at her destination or when
returning, but will try if she can do so.

The effort tired her and left pain in the head sometimes.
Living alone, she sought cornpanionship in this way. The

faculty had developed so that iteven functioned spontaneously
sometimes, without intention on her part. It had occurred
unawares when driving in her pony chaise. This was incon-
venient. as she became unconscious of her surroundings and
her pony had twice gone at right angles across the road and
landed her in the hedge, waking her up to the external world
in an unpleasant manner. She thought that her double was
projected because, she had looked from outside at her body
lying death-like in her room ; consequently she concluded
that she was exteriorised.

While writing a novel she required to describe a place
she had never seen.  She decided to try and go there men-
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tally, and apparently succeeded in doing so. At least, she
subsequently described the place, as she had seen it, to a
friend who had been there, and found that her description
was correct from the fact that the friend took it for granted
that she had been there.

She has seen the doubles of other human beings,
clairvoyantly. Some have come and visited her. She also
sees and communes mentally with some discamate spirits.
The former are always of denser configuration than the
latter.

Here we have an interesting illustration of faculties
such as are sought to be acquired by training on the part of
occultists, but occurring spontaneously, both at will and
unintentionaly. The memory of these experiences, while
pertaining apparently to a secondary state, yet emerge into
the waking consciousness.

This case fully demonstrates that ‘ control ' is constituted
by thought transference, and not by a discamate spirit
incarnating itself temporarily in the subject’s organism.
The same applies as regards possession and obsession, which
are shown both in this case and in hypnotic suggestion, as
also in cases of fixed ideas emerging from the subconscious-
ness, to be caused by a subject being possessed by an idea
instead of possessing an idea The subject being tem-
porarily negative, involuntary, the idea suggested, or the
auto-suggestion in other cases, assumes an exceptionally
positive power and dominates functionally, entailing
monoistic representation . This case also goes to show that
so-called spirit return does not necessarily imply the actual
presence of the spirit represented. Unity of law implies
rather that all such phenomena may be produced by a pro-
jected power, exteriorised from the original
illustrated above.

spirit, as

RONTGEN RAYS AND CLAIRVOYANCE.

The readers of ‘Light’ are always indebted anew to its
able pages with each issue, and | am particularly indebted
to the kind pointing out of an error made by me in alluding
to the Rdntgen rays in the latest (Third) series of “The
World Beautiful' (whose English edition, by the way, is
from Sampson Low, Marston and Co., instead of the house
named in the paragraph in ‘Light?in the issue for July 16th).
The Rontgen ray does not, of course™*literally, enable the
eye to penetrate a solid, but only to perceive the shadow
cast upon a prepared screen. The correction shall be
embodied in future editions of the book, with no little grati-
tude to' Light' for illumining the subject. The non-scientific
writer cannot be careful enough when attempting to
illustrate his idea by scientific references.

It would be a pleasure to me if I might relate more
circumstantially the psychic experiences of the clergy-
man to whom reference is made in this latest series of
‘The World Beautiful? on which ‘Light’ comments. |
may, at least, permit myself to say that he is the pastor
of a leading Congregational church in Boston, and that
until his own experiences absolutely convinced him of the
reality of communications from the unseen, he was sternly
opposed to the idea, and regarded any beliefin * Spiritualism’
as the most lamentable of delusions. He is now as unfalter-
ing in his fidelity to the truth revealed to him as are any of
us who have come to know, beyond a shadow of doubt, that
separation by death does not separate.

A curious little test—though 1 think we need no longer
employ that word, and I will say ‘instance,’instead—occurred
to me on the morning of the 15th of this month, and as all
our experiences are of more or less mutual interest among
ourselves, | will venture to submit it.

The day in question held a certain anniversary signifi-
cance closely connected with my dear friend, Kate Field. The
evening before | had entreated her, if she heard me, or read
my thought, to send me the next day some sign on my own
plane of life; something that | would recognise as from her.
I bar] not in my own mind the faintest image or idea of the
form this sign might take, only that | knew if she sent one
it would be of a nature that | should recognise.

Now | must interpolate here that the yellow rose had
been especially, and in a very unique and, indeed, pheno-
menal way, associated between Miss Field and myself ; but
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when entreating for some sign to be given I did not tk
Howers, nor, indeed, of anything in particular. *
On the morning of the 15th, there came to me a |
bunch of yellow roses. They were sent (for in our P.syf.prii
Research way I am going to offer my evidence) by a

here whose address is Madame M. G. Sturnfel, PosU
Paris, and anyone who should desire can thus corrohf 7'

my statement. Madame Sturnfel has sent me flowers
times since my arrival in Paris ; but previously to thin tI*»
have been varieties of red and pink roses, heliotrope
and this was the first occasion on which she sent me "
roses. Was it merely a coincidence? 1 think not.

The interesting letter from Miss E. Katherine Bates, wRjfi
appears in the same issue of ‘Light,’ reminds me of u
words of a clergyman in Boston, U.S.A.—the Rev. R

Chester Donald, D.D., rector of Trinity, in which parish lie
is the successor of Phillips Brooks (who, when called to the
Episcopate as Bishop of Massachusetts, especially desired
that Dr. Donald should accept the rectorship of his church).
The words came to me in a private letter from Dr. Donald,
but | shall venture to quote them even without his per-
mission, as the distance makes that a matter of too much
delay, and the paragraph is a valuable one. Regarding the
subj ect of Spiritualism Dr. Donald writes :—

‘ Have you ever noticed that spurious Spiritualism hasno
influence upon members of the Roman Church, while upon
the adherents of a disputatious and rationalistic Pro-
testanlsm its power is increasingly great? And | wonder if
the reason be not that Romanism provides her children with
guardian angels and patron saints, thus making real to them
the unseen world, while Protestants ply our people—at least
until recently—with the thunders or the querulousness of
theological and ecclesiastical debatel It is an interesting,
perhaps significant fact, this.

‘ Let me own that | confidently look for a great religious
revival here in New England within twenty-five years. The
tide away from religion has ceased to ebb, though it has
hardly begun to flow. In that revival its leaders will bethe
spiritual disciples of men like William James and Stanley
Hall. For the reality of the spirit, reached arid fed by some-
thing other than syllogisms atid material facts, is now placed
upon a solid basis, and will soon pass into popular apprehen-
sion and belief?

In this letter Dr, Donald also expresses his sympathy
with Spiritualism as it should be defined : the higher culture
of the spirit, the spiritualisation of our life here and the re-
sultant open door between the Seen and the Unseen.

So far as Spiritualism unJ religion go, surely, in the true
sense of either, they are identical. The religion that Jesus
taught and illustrated is simply and only Spiritualism in its
true significance. For that term implies all the social and
ethical relations; all that has to do with the development
of the essential self, which is the spiritual self: all that h
comprehended in the complete relations of the Brother-
hood of Man and the Fatherhood of God.

39, Ave de I'Opdra, Paris. Lilian Whiting.

July 17th, 1898.
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REINCARNATION.

If the subject of reincarnation roused so much interest
at the Congress, it proved the immense signification of this
question in opposition to the Editor's remark in “‘Light/
for July 16th, ‘ that so very little really depends upon it.’

The fact is, in my eyes, that almost everything depends
upon it It is the key to religion, the answer to all the
‘whys’and “wherefores.” It gives a natural and sensible
explanation of so many mysteriesin earthly life, an explana-
tion of the many different conditions, sufferings, and
developments of mankind, that | wonder there can exist
Spiritualists who do not at once accept this glorious teach-
ing which comes to. us from so many high and elevated
spirits. So far as 1 know, it is only the Anglo-Saxon
Spiritualists who refuse this teaching, which is one of the
foundation stones of Spiritualism on the Continent. | have,
however, in England, met with mediums who believed in
reincarnation, and who even knew their own previous
existences, but they are the exceptions. The great multitude
and the leading members do not go in for it. And what
reasons have the opposers for rejecting it1 Only some very
weak reasons indeed. | heard two remarks at the Congress
from two prominent men, Rev. J. Page Hopps and Dr.
Peebles, and |1 wondered that they had no better weapons to
use. The one said that reincarnation was to go back into
the * Kindergarten ' again, and the other that he had never
heard that a chicken once out of the egg went into the shell
again! They both considered the earth as a school, but
with only one preliminary class. Itseems to me that even
common-sense speaks in favour of reincarnation. What is
an earth life—be it long or short in our eyes—in comparison
with eternity 1 Not more than a minute. If we for the whole
remainder of our existence could do without more earth lives,

I think we could do without that one minute on earth too;
and there was no reason for coming down at all. But look
upon it from another point of view. If an Indian, a

Hottentot, a negro could develop and reach the same level
as Shakespeare, Goethe, Mozart, or Dr. Peebles and Rev. J.
Page Hopps, | think it must be confessed that this could not
be done in one incarnation, but would necessitate a whole
series of such. We see thus that earth is a school with many
classes, and this gives a much more sensible and more
comprehensible view of the signification of our globe, with
regard to its destination as a developing ground for man-
kind, than if we believe we are only here once, perhaps even
only a few days or hours. This view seems to me quite
absurd. Why, then, come here at all ?

It is all very well to say that our development can much
better take place on the other side than by going down
again. We do not know anything about it. Besides, it
seems quite natural that in many cases we can only be
improved and developed on the same earth where we have
committed our sins. A drunkard, a murderer, an ill-treater
of fellow creatures or animals, will have to meet the same
temptations over and over again until he has succeeded in
conquering them, and this can, surely, only be done here on
earth.

Reincarnation is, however, not a necessity. There may
exist spirits who have only been down once, ft depends
how they have spent their earth life. But if a spirit sees
that by going down again he can make quicker progress,
then he will surely choose this way, for he has himself the
Choice. No one is sent down again without his own consent.
But many spirits go.,down in the mission to help their
brothers and sisters, on eaith, and this brings mankind an
immense step forward. Just now' a great number of high
spirits have been reincarnated with this intention. Lighter
and happier times are coming for mankind. Let us rejoice
and be thankful to God for the glorious law of reincarnation.

Hunstanton. C. de Krogh (of Copenhagen).

I read with unmitigated surprise, in your number for
July 16th, a remark in a paper by Dr. Moutin, of the Paris
Faculty of Medicine, treating on the doctrine of reincarna-
tions, in which he writes concerning them thus : “Spiritists,
especially in France, the birthplace of these theories”! Is
France indeed the birthplace of these theories | Alas, then, for
the Hindoo Vedas from the first to the last! Alas, for the
ignorance of Egypt ! Alas, for stultified Zoroaster | Alas, for
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the Patriarch Job! Alas, for Buddha and all his followers’
Alas, for the Roman, the Greek, and almost all other
Churches, with their ‘resurrection of the body, which is
irrefragably precisely identical with the doctrine of ‘ rein-
carnation’ |

Dr. Moutin is wrong even in fixing ‘these theories’ on
Kardec. The Due de Normandie, as a Frenchman, was prior
to Kardec by some fifteen years in promulgating the doc-
trine of reincarnation, both in France and in England, as |
have had the honour of pointing out in ‘ Light’ more than
once. But I will give once more his ‘ theories’ on the sub-
ject, written in a book which | got through the kindness
of Mr. Stainton Moses, published in both French and
English in the year 1839, while the Duke was living in our
country, having been banished here by Louis Philippe in
the year 1836, because he had brought in the Paris law
courts an action against King Charles X. (then also banished
from France) for not acknowledging him as his nephew,
and as Louis XVII. of France, the son of Louis XVI. and
Marie Antoinette. Personally | do not doubt his word
through the extensive reading | have had on the subject.
Here is, once more, the summary drawn up by the Duke of
Normandie with respect to the doctrine of reincarnation, in
his book, publishedJn 1839, called ‘“The Heavenly Doctrine
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Newly Revealed by Three Angels
of the Lord. Promulgated by Charles Louis, Duke of
Normandie, son of Louis XVI., King of France. In his
summary concerning reincarnation, he says —

First, the Eternal is one God only, and not a Godin
three persons. Secondly, all souls were created in Heaven
before the foundation of the earth, and it is they who com-
pose humanity, by their habitation in the bodies born of
men here below. Thirdly, all men are sons of God, like
Jesus Christ, by the spirit and the soul, which constitute

their immortal being, and sons of men by the
mortal body, which comes back to earth; while their
spiritual person continues its terrestrial career in other

human bodies, until it has accomplished the will of God on
this globe. Fourthly, Jesus Christ, made Lord of this world
by the Eternal, his Celestial Father, is our elder brother of
Heaven, whence we are descended, and whither we shall
return according to the merit of our works, by remounting
successively through all the Heavens, which are the dwell-
ings of our Heavenly Father, and through which we must
pass in order to gain Heaven. Fifthly, we shall all be saved

at a given period in eternity.
W. R. Tomlinson, M.A.

THE ALLEGED REINCARNATION OF ADEPTS.

In addition to the everlasting treadmill of thousands of
compulsory human reincarnations, Theosophy teaches the
frequent voluntary reincarnation of advanced adepts, for
ends of use to humanity. While this hypothesis, unlike the
former, is logically conceivable, we may doubt its necessity.

In ‘ The Secret Doctrine,’ 1888, the author writes of ‘ the
death of any adept who has reached the power and degree,
as also the purification, which enable him to die only
in the physical body and still live and lead a conscious life
in his astral body ' (Vol. IL, p. 531).

In the same work (1897, Vol. I1l.) we read : ‘When an
Adept reaches, during his life-time, thatstate of holiness and
purity that makes him “equal to the angels,” then at death
his apparitional or astral body becomes as solid and tangible
as was the late body, and is transformed into the real man.
The old physical body falling off like the cast-off serpents
skin, the body of the ““new” man remains either visible, or,
at the option of the Adept, disappearsfrom view, surrounded
as it is by the- akashic shell that screens it. The
Adept has the option of renouncing conscious Nirvana and
rest, to work on earth for the good of mankind. This he can
do in a two-fold way ; either, as above said, by consolidating
his astral body into physical appearance, he can re-a$#ume the
sclf-siiniepersonality [italics my own], or he can avail himself
of an entirely new physical body, whether that of a newly
born infant, or, as Shankaracharya is reported to have done
with the body of a dead Rajah, by “entering a deserted
sheath,” and living in it as long as he chooses. This is what
is called ““continuous existence’ (p. 61-2).

And later in the same volume we read : { This [disapjx'ar-
ance of the physical body] is, indeed, a criterion of true
Adeptship, though to ““disappear” one need not fly up in
the clouds. The case of Jesus covers the ground for
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Now the questionarises, if an Adept can thus 'consolidate
his astral body,’ <rAflt M thr h* of KoM fh>' AMH *
Theosophy may reply that it brings him into doser touch
with humanity on the earth. Perhaps it does in a super-
ficial way, but at bow great a oust in other ways' The
Arch-Adept of Nazareth, the records of Whose life Madame
Riavatsky seems at last to have accepted, though she threw
doubts thereon in her former writings clearly taught this :
for He declared to His disciples that it was expedient for
Him to leave them. He knew that when the limitations of
His natural body were transcended by His evolution iuto the
arch-natural body, the body of the resurrection and ascen-
sion. He wimiM be able to help them in a manner never before
possible.

Rut what Theosophy now teaches concerning the pro-
perties ami powers of the Arch-Adept's body, was described
more fully by T. L. Harris, in the ‘ Luminous Life,' printed
in 18KL It seems that the !Gospel of the New Life
contains the truths of Th«> . pin. uiimixed with the errors
ami perversions of the modern school. Rut, as 'Respire*
recently wrote. Thtxwophy is gradually appropriating and
assimilating tbe teachings of Mr. Harris : ami so long as
they get the truth, we will not be too particular as to their
acknowledgment of the source from whence they derive it.

4S. Sussex gardens, E. W. Bkuudgk, M.D.

Hyde Park. W.

ef all Adeptsand Avataras

NOTES FROM FOREIGN REVIEWS-

A New Review.

The first number of the “Revue du Monde Invisible,!
edited by M. Meric, Director of the ‘Academic des Etudes
Psychiques, offers **xiie sixty-four clody-printed pages of
cunous. not always edifying, and often unconsciously
hum<»n»us. reading, with a good deal more to be found
between tbe fines. M. Meric is no doubt an able, per-
fectly sincere, and well meaning ecclesiastic ; but, in his
adopted role as a ‘defender of the Church' against the
inroads of ‘ psychicalwm, he must, almost necessarily, have
recourse to casuistry : hr is driven to evasive and incon-
sistent statement*. and must 't»*r a cautious, more or less
t«*rtuoaa course between the exigencies of <»ur modern spirit
of scientific investigation, and the need of propping up.
somcAov, tbe tottering edifice of ‘ infallibility.” ()ther con-
tributors Co the journal deliberately throw off every pretence
to moderation, and fall back on offensive personal allusions
and indiscriminate denunciation. Thus, Spiritualists.
Tlus»s-phists, an<l occultists are tarred with the same brush,
as lost sheep, erring souk, fake brothers—in short, *enemies
of the Chun h." Some of the eways betray plain ignorance :
others, a wilful belittling or setting aside of inconvenient
facts ; and throughout the journal a mixture of truth ami
falsity, and a total lack of fairness ami squareness of atti-
tude, are conspcuoas features. However, it is well to hear
all sides, and to view a question from different grounds of
vantage. W.ith such an object, one cannot fail to derive
instruction, and even pleasure, from the peru.sal of the new
‘ Revue.

EuKTBom, ob Fxiveesal Fluid.

In September, a short article published in ‘La
Lumiere' announced the discovery of a particular ‘fluid’
named Electnridllyy Herr Franz Rycbnowski,a distinguished
Polish engineer, who has the direction of a well-known
institute in Lemberg. Nothing more, however, was heard
about tbe subject until lately, when it was re-opened in one
of the spring numbers of ‘ Psychische Studien’ by Herr W.
Lang, who attempts to effect a methodical exposition of the
numerous, varied, and truly wonderful modes of action of
this so-called * fluid.’

Electroid is obtained by electrolysis, and unfortunately
nothing further is known; for tbe apparatus by means of
which it is generated is as yet the secret of the inventor.
Herr Rychnowski uses a p»werful dynamo and a coml|stra-
tively small and closed tank, out of which the fluid flows
freely but slowly, when the machinery is set in motion,
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through a simple piece of india-rubber tubing, ‘'pv-
sometimes replaced by a glass or a metallic point* but t| *
is no win' conductor.

The real nature of Electroid has not been aHcrrt®
It presents man\ pointe of similarity to electricity
some pointe of difference, as it* for instance, readily L,*!
Irak's glass. It is supposed to originate from the sun, u, i
present in atmospheric air, to be thus absorbed and r.uliA. *
by all living creatures, ami to be more powerful in itsacu
in fine dry weather. In darkness, or with the help of
light, it offers the appearance of luminous* pale violet
issuing fan-like from the tube. Passed through aOetek
tube, it produces fluorescence ; through large glass bulba, p
shows as a whirling, bluish vapour. It has curative prop”.
tics and works in a stimulating or in a soothing way up.,
the nervous system, according to the time and intensity (If
application. It also hastens the growth of plants an|
destroys bacteria.

It further produces very curious photo-chemical effect*;
gives rise, when directed in a current upon certain small
objects* to striking phenomena of motion ; it exercises a
powerful action upon metals, heating some of these to the
point of fusion. It causes a deflection of the magnetic
needle, even at a distance of several yards, and a few
experiments seem to prove that it modifies or neutralises
the force of gravitation. The. flow of the *fluid causesa
current of cold air sufficient to inflate a curtain hung close
to the apparatus ; aslight noise, as a sort of susurration, is
heard, and a strong smell of ozone spreads in the atmosphere
and is easily communicated to water.

All these facts are, no doubt, highly interesting. German
and French occultists are already speculating as to the pos-
sible importance of the discovery. What is Electroid! Isit
the Od of Reichenbach, or the ether of our physicists, or
rather the of Oriental occultism ? Herr Rychnowski
himself believes that, it must be the cause of all motion, the
primary force, of which all known forms of energy are hut
manifestations. The future will prove whether these appa
rently wild assertions can be justified. In any case,itis
very desirable that the discoverer should come out of his
adopted privacy and openly explain his mode of working.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

7Ztc Editor u not responsible for opinions e.rpressed by oirr>-
spondentsand sometimespu/jlisheswfuit he does notayreewitk
forthepurpose ofpresentingviews that mayelicitdiscussion.

Dr. Wallace’s Address.

Sir,—Mr. Richard Harte says : *Dr. Wallace's spiritual-
istic admirers would pull out all his Socialism.” This is
misleading. It was perfectly clear that Dr.Wallace's hearers,
in the main, either entirely agreed with him or were willing
that he should deliver his message. It is highly desirable
that, in all these matters, weshould be free, both in giveand
take ; and it is equally desirable that we should be strictly
accurate. J. Paoe Hopps.

Sir,—Although I have not the honour to be amongst the
personal friends of Dr. Alfred 11. Wallace, still as one to
whom our common cause of Spiritualism is clear, | feel |
must express how astonished and distressed | felt at any of
our members thinking Dr. Wallace's noble address at the
late Congress ‘ill-advised,” or in any way straying from the
subject in hand.

Surely Spiritualism has nohigher*aim than to become the
motive force for strenuous altruistic ifrork ?

All true Spiritualists ought to be grand workon for
humanity. | believe that no sdance, however go<xl thec*n
ditions, however powerful the manifestations, can bring <
into such close and intimate connection with the higher
spiritual influences as the humblest work, done out of *
sense of love and justice for suffering humanity.

It seems to me that we cannot all feel too grateful to Ir
Wallace for attending our Congress. The influence of
= truly good and very great man is incalculable. 1 myself
heard only this week a brilliantly intellectual man reu>nr'
that he was going to study Spiritualism, because if such *
man as Alfred Russel Wallace had thought it worth stu'ly'it*
he could do so also. Flora Macif"l
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Spiritualism and Christianity.

Suu —In last week’s ‘ Light ' there appeared a letter from
Hates referring to Spiritualism and its relationship to
(hrislianity. | so thoroughly endorse every word written
by Miss Bates that | fee) prompted to thank you for the
insertion of a letter which | do not think will harm anybody,
more especially the members of the Spiritualist Alliance.
\liss Bates is a perfect stranger to me, but her views are pre-
ciaBly those which I hold. One feels in attending the meet-
ing “f the Alliance, that the lecture hall and seance room are
pushed to the front, while the Christianity about which Miss
Bates writes has to take a back seat. Although intensely
enjoying all the meetings of the Alliance, | must confess to
feeling of the absence of sympathy upon the lines indicated
by Miss Bates. Were it otherwise, 1 am inclined to think
there would be a larger section of Christian people showing

an interest in this absorbing subject of the hereafter.

60, Woodberry Down, N. Edwin Dotteridge.

The Highest Spiritualism.

Sir,—The question of the higher Spiritualism and
Christianity having been discussed in your columns, | would
ask permission to add, that to me the higher Spiritualism
ever manifested on this planet was revealed and exhibited in
action in the teaching and person of Jesus Christ; Who tells
uh that in love to God and in love to man is contained the
whole of the Law and the Prophets, the whole of morality
and religion, and Who exemplified this in His perfect life of
self-sacrifice, for the'good of man, and the glory of God ;
Who went about continually doing good, and curing all
manner of mental and physical diseases, and at last laid
down His life in attestation of the truths He for ever taught.

Scientifically and philosophically He demonstrated that
spirit was the supreme power in Nature, having dominion
over all forms of life and matter, as shown by His miracles of
healing and in His transfiguration : and all that Modern
Spiritualism has done, or can do, is to confirm the historic
words contained in the four Gospels.

Stratford-on-Avon George Wyld, M.D.

Mr. Harrison D. Barrett’'s Address.

Sir,—I submit that Mr. H. D. Barrett, in his address on
‘Dark Cabinets and Promiscuous Circles,” was too hard on
professional mediums. The medium is greatly influenced by
the circle® yet the former is unfairly made the scapegoat.
We must raise the tone of our circles, eliminate frivolity and
the cheap evening entertainment element, and infuse a more
religious tone into stances. Of late the poor medium has,
indeed, had to bear his cross of often undeserved abuse, and
it is high time that the saddle should be placed on the
right horse.

Basil A. Cochrane.

92, George-street, Portman-square.

[Mr. Barrett's address is quite in harmony with our corre-
spondent's suggestions. His strictures were chiefly
directed against pseudo-mediums and against promis-
cuous circles—that is, against circles composed or people
who are ‘dominated solely by curiosity,” and are not
really seekers for truth.—Ed. ‘ Light.’]

Am | a Spiritualist ?

Sir,—I should like to know the opinion and have the
advice of some competent Spiritualist with regard to my
position as a Spiritualist ; whether, never having had experi-
ence of the phenomena of Spiritualism, | can call myself a
Spiritualist or not, seeing that Spiritualism bases its claims
upon actual experience and fact. | am not a ‘doubting
Thomas.’ I do not say, ‘ Except | see and put . . .
and thrust I will not believe,” but my difficulty is
that, often when in conversation with non-Spiritualists and
advancing the claims of Spiritualism, 1 am confronted with
this direct question, * Have you ever seen a spiritf  Orif |
happen to be remarking upon the wonders of physical
phenomena, 1 am disconcerted with the pertinent inquiry
whether 1, personally, have ever come in contact with such
things.

Now, although 1 have been a member of a Spiritualist
society in London for three years, | am unable to give an
affirmative answer to such questions not even to having
heard a ‘rap’| It certainly is a little annoying to witness

LIGHT.

the complacent smile of content and relief which overspreads
tho face of my questioner at this admission. Ones argu-
ment with such people somehow falls flat afterwards.

Previous to becoming a member of one of the societies, |
was certainly Jed to believe, both from the Spiritualist plat-
forms and Press, that by so doing it would be a comparatively
easy thing to become convinced of the claims of Spiritualism
by the phenomena to be witnessed in the seance-room.
There is, of course, trance-control and clairvoyance, but |
have found such to be, except in a very few instances, so
very unsatisfactory that | cannot—try as | will—feel con-
vinced thereby. By this | wish it to lie distinctly understood
that | do not impute fraud—there are so many other ex-
planations now, in the shape of new theories, that that is by
no means the only alternative.

I do not, then, impute fraud to the mediums, but rather
imply faith in them. But is faith alone advisable! 1 think
not, and am, therefore, desirous to ‘add to faith. knowledge.’
In other words, the paradox, ‘| believe ; help mine
unbelief,” expresses my case exactly.

Will anyone, therefore, inform me where | might obtain
this, to me, necessary experience of physical phenomena—
at a fee which is not prohibitive to a working man?

H. Bloodworth.
31, Portland-street, Pimlico, S.W.

Mr. Veitch’s Testimonial.

Sir,—May | ask you to correct a slight error in the list
sent to you of amounts received for Mr. Veitch's testimonial |
The £2 10s., announced as from the Marylebone Society,
was collected at a Sunday meeting of the Marylebone
Association of Spiritualists, the money sent being no part
of thefuntie of the a&ociation. Sincerely trusting the testi-
monial to this grand worker will be a large one.

Leigh Hunt

SOCIETY WORK.

193, Bow-road. Bow.—On Sunday last Mr. Mundy occu-
pied our platform, and gave an address and phrenological
delineations. We also held a successful meeting on Wednes-
day. Sunday next, Mr. Walker.—H. H.

Edmonton Spiritualist Society, Beech Hall, Hyde-
Lane.—On Sunday last Mr. Edwards gave an excellent
address on ‘How to live an Ideal Life.! Next Sunday, at
7 p.m., “Orlando.” Mediums and speakers are kindly
requested to send open dates to W. Knauss, Sec., 38.
Bulwer-road, Tanners End, Cpper Edmonton.

Henley Hall. Henley-street, Battersea Park-road.
—On Sunday hist Mr. Clegg sjx»ke on the need of
psychical culture. Mrs. Clegg and Mr. Adams also gave
able addresses. Thursday, at 8 p.m., developing class.
Saturday, members' and friends' social evening. Sunday
next, friends' special tea-meeting; tickets, 6d. each.—H.
Pierpoint.

London Spiritualist Conference.—Our next confer-
ence will be held in Manor Hall, Kenmure-road, Mare-street,
Hackney, N., on Sunday, August 7th. commencing at
3 p.m., when Mr. Davis will read a paper on “Mediumship.’
Mediums. speakers, and all interested in the progress of
Spiritualism are earnestly invited to attend. Me are hoping
to make these conferences helpful to all and to assist in
forming new societies, and opening out new centres of use-
fulness.—M. Clegg, Sec. of Conference.

Hackney Society of Spiritualists, Manor Rooms,
Kenmure-road, Mare-street, N.E.—On Sunday morning
last, the meeting in Victoria Park was conducted by Mr.
Drake and Mr. Mander. In theevening Mr. Peters occupied
our platform at the hall, and gave an address, followed by
successful clairvoyance, when the hall was filled byan atten-
tive audience.  Sunday next, in Victoria Park, at 11.30 a.m.
In the hall, at 6.45 p.m. Wednesday, circle as usual.—H.
Brooks, Hun. Sec.

Spiritualists’ Lecture Rooms, 73, Becklow-road
Shepherd's Bush. W.—Mr. Davis (from Canning Town)
delivered a very interesting address on Sunday, on ‘ Man's
Individual Responsibility,’ giving it as his opinion that we
should do our work as well as we possibly can, and not
expect someone to do it for us. The sooner mankind
recognises the importance of that, the better it will be for
everyone. On next Sunday only, the meeting will be held
at 72, Askew-road, at 6.30 p.m.; medium, Mr. Peters.—M.E.C.

Stratford Society of Spiritualists, Martin-street
Hall, Stratford, E.—Our meeting hist Sunday was in
memory of a departe<l sister. Mr. C. ilardiiigham's address
and Mr. .1. Webb's remarks were thoroughly appropriate.
The flowers contributed by membere and friends were after-
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ward* sent to the Union Infirmary and our local hospital
Our half-yearly report is very satisfactory. The Lyceum
excursion will take place on August Rth, Lyceum children
free? children of friends, Is. ftd. including ten . adults ils. fid.
1 J. Rainbow, Cur. See.

North London Spiritualists’ Socirty, Finsbury
Park The open air work last Sunday in Hnsbury Park
Was conduct***| by Measnt, Junes, I'hoin|woti, and llrooks. At
14, Stroud Green mad, Mr. Jones occupied the chair. The
subject was ‘ Psychical and Spiritual Health anti Disease, and
the sjieakers were Messrs. Jones, Brooks. and Hewett. Mrs.
Jolies gave clairvoyance, and advice to two gentlemen invest!
gators. Sunday next, open air work in the |wirk at 11.30u.in.,
preceded bv a short session of the I"yeeum, the alteration
meeting being closed tor the summer At the hull service
will Is> held at 7 pin. ; Tuesday, at N pm ; Wednesday, at
s p.m. fi»sr members T.R.

Cavbnpish Rooms, 61, Mortimkr strkkt, IV. The dis
Bourne delivered at these nshum on Sunday evening last by
the inspiivrs of Mr. (I. H. Bibbing* was, we ventun' to sav,
well worthv of a great orator and teacher. The title chosen
"as“Man: Past, Present, and Future,’a truly comprehensive
subject, but so ably was it dealt with that no confusion of
ideas was induced, but rather a clearer understanding of
intricate problems was instilled into the mind, and at the
close of the discourse it was felt that the subject had Ixn'ii
eluei<lat«sl in an exceptionally clear and complete manner.
Miss Minnie Hush anti Miss Jessie Dixon sang Behrends duet,
‘ The Lilies," the numerous audience warmly applauding this
musical addition to the evening's arrangements. Next Sun
day, at 7 pm.. Mrs. Green, address and clairvoyance. L. H.

Stokk NiwinoTon Spiritual Society. The inauguration
of this society t**»k place last Sunday at Blanch Hall, 9H,
Wiesbaden road, N. Mr. T. Everitt ably preaided, and was
sup|M»rt«sl by Mi** MacC’readie and Mr o byte Evangel ).
Mimm MacCreadie gave eleven descriptions, nine of which
were at once recognised, and one other, by reason of deafness,
was only partially heard by the lady to whom it was
tuidnscMtsl.  Mias Samuel contributed two songs in her usual
exquisite style, which were greatly appreciated by the
audience The committee wish to cordially thank Mr. and
Mrs. Everitt, Miss Mort'rvtidir, and Mia* Samuel for their
kind services in thus securing the society a g<ssl start.
Altogether, we have good reason for satisfaction in the
knowledge that nt least we give Stoke Newington people
something to set them thinking. Next Sunday, Mr. J. J.
Vango, clairvoyance ; August 7th, Mr. Peters. A. Clriug.

South London Sriritualists’ Mission, Surrey Masonic
H alu Cambkrwkll New road, S.E. The morning public
circle <>n Sun<iay was well attended. Mr. W. E. Long con-
ducted, and good conditions prevailed. Our Lyceum has
Iss*n much better attended or late, which speak* well for
our new Lyceum conductor, Mrs. Daniels. The childrens
outing on Saturday was quite a success. The weather was
very favourable, so that all enjoyed a pleasant day. At our
evening service, ‘ Douglas,” through the mediumship of our
leader, gave us a splendid address on ‘ Hypnotism. Many
strangers were present. Miss Earl, during the evening,
gave a zither solo, which was received with a round of
applause On Sunday morning next, the public circle will
Im* held as usual ; at 3 p.m., children* Lyceum ; at ¢ p.m.,
lending library : and at 6.30 p.m., Mr*. Trueman. of I'ly
mouth, will give clairvoyan<*e: at H p.m., members' circle.
Any special number of ‘Light may be obtained by giving
an order for the same. - Verax.

East Ix’ndon Spiritualists’ Association (formerly
Stratford Society of Spiritualists), Workman’'s Hall, West
Ham 1ank, E. An enthusiastic meeting was held on Sun
day night to welcome our friends, Mr. J. J. Morse nd Mr».
I'iidwallader. Mr Morse gave adeeply interesting account of
his recent visit to America Mrs. ( ndwalls*tor, who upon
rising was most enthusiastically welcomed, then 11 s*<m*!
the meeting. and happily referred to th** bonds of love
which unite*| the two great branches of the English speak*
ing family. Siu* alluded to tbe points in Spiritualism,
a* exhibited in England, which prominently sug
ftested themselves to her mind, and concluded by a
icart stirring app al on liehalf of the children. Mrs. ( ad
wallader was requested to hear kindly message™ to our
brothers and sister* in America, and descending from the
platform into tbe Isxly of th© hall she received many n
hearty hand clasp and ‘God-speed.” A tribute of praise is
due to the small committee who, working with our two
secretaries, Mr. Mri'ullum and Mr. Pressman, tastefully
decorated the hall, and to the ladies, Mr*. Hemark arid Mrs,
McCullum, who presided over the refreshment department,
and to one *»f our members, Mr. Stead, for supplying tbe
flowers. During the evening the duet, “Excelsior, was
rendered by Mr. Pritchard and Mr. Irwin, and the meeting
was closed with prayer by Mr. Butcher. <»io.
Gwinn, President,

| vylTor

Cluly ikim,

1’VIIDIFF SOCIETY Ob' RrtRITUALISTS, S|, J*»[|N'n ||
Gil Sunday last we were glad (o again listen to nm> ALl
Mr* Ellen Green, of Manchester, who gave short
adtirtvsHcs ulion ‘The Reality of Spirit,”’and ‘TheTw jkn<*
of Spiritualism,’ both subjects being dealt with in (he si
clear,and earnest manner so distinctively Mr*. (Irtnm™ **
hiul which withal is so rich io spiritmil insight "h!
addresses contained many gems of thought® happily i
often eloquently expressed. The olairvoyiint description
IIftor <Mioh adilnwt wore dfiipliioally given, he Him, wilh'',.,
lingering llof tardy recognitions, tb* <*lails
could Is* retained in the memory for after reflection. Sworn!
ruoognitions  especially at ill* evening meeting whi,
immediate and definite, w hich th** billowing instancm wj||
nerve to illustrate . In tbe centre aisle Mrs. (Irmm dcNcrilxx!
th© form of a young man, about twenty-one years of
over middle height*, brown hair, dark brown eypH, Nligli
niouMachr, dre«s<»d in a gley suit, who hud 'passed oil" not
long since from some hurt to the head in an accident: ho
app*Mired an if somewhat, bewildered and unable to indient**
the person with whom ho was related. Mr. (lidding** (a
member) sitting near, immediately recognised it, iw being an
excellent description of his son, the age, personal detailoand
circumstances of transition being quite accurate. Lut**rin
the evening Mrs. Green, upon being shown a photographic
group of thirteen persons, including Mr. Giddings* son, nt
onoe pointed him out and identified him with th** spirit ooen
by her at th* iiu'eting. With a lady, Mrs. describe]
a man alsait fifty, im*liuni height® light brown hair, vary
florid complexion, with other details, but (Ik* lady could not
remember such a one. Then Mis. Green said she heard
‘ Roltert ' callist out.,, when tho lady at once recognised the
person described. With a young gentleman, Mrs. Green
(lescribed a young man about twenty-one or twenty two
years of age, over middle laught, quite fair, flaxen hair,
strong musicul tastes, and various o( lu*r details. This nho
was not at first recognised, but upon Mrs. Green saying that
the name “Harry’ was given to her, another gentleman
sitting close by at once stated it t*> bi* his son. The meotingn
were heartily enjoyed and largely attended, the hull being
full at night. Next Sunday, at 6.30 p.m., Mr. E. Adanw. -
E.A.

‘OPEN AIR SPIRITUALISM.'

Under the above heading a manifesto, addressed to
Spiritualists generally, has been issued by the “Onward
Spiritualist Association,’ Peckham, London. We give the
following extracts:

We beg to oiler til© following suggestions as practical
ends to the carrying out of the open air propaganda:

1. That, if possibl**, where there is reason to fear that the
preaching of Spiritualism in the open air in the apeakerfl
own neighbourhood would result in his being boycotted in
his every day life, he oiler his services to a society at adistance,
such society, in its turn, to send a speaker to occupy the
platform left vacant.

2. That every meeting lie extensively advertised by
means of handbills, a supply of which can always be hodof
certain large business firms Tree. (A list of such firms we
shall be happy to forward on application.)

3. That nyinn-sheets be provided, to be obtained in n
similar manner. ,

i. That the order of proceedings at the meetings be
somewhat as follows : Hymn ; prayer ; hymn ; chairman's
addrras ; hymn; lecture; collection; questions and answeix;
discussion and reply ; closing hymn.

.i. That, as far a* possible, speakers refrain from attack-
ing any person or creed, confining themselves to expounding
their own ww», and to pointing out th© vast amount of
Hpiritualism in th© Bible to show that, indeed, spirit
ualistic sayings ami doings make up the greater part or the
Book accepted by th** majority of jieople in a Christian coni
rnunity as the word of God.

6. That short reports of all meetings (indoor as well a*
outrioor) be sent regularly to the low Press. (The number
of journals now willing to insert siA-ii' reports is, to many
persons, surprisingly large.) '

In conclusion, we cordially wish all propaganduito
our Spiritualist gospel God speed, and confidently Imwimmik
their receiving the above suggestions and this manifesto
generally in the spirit, of brotherhood, and <f miirl”
hearted desire to advance our common cause, in which wc
send the d*M*umf*lit forth.

Signal on brhnlf of tdie (Joinmittw’.
Jno. Thio. Audv, President,
Hkhrkrt E. Brown, Becrutary.
mo, Gr<*mird roiul, Peckham, London.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

‘Kku, ' Ixh.xkk ON *nie ' TUL' -Next wook, if jxs*iix"



July  ft0M

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

I«u*oIM)Ihnn." By Il. Davirm, M.D. London: Nlohohrfc

1" (‘o 93, Oxf<>i'(I-Mli'<w4, W. Price 2a.

- .niiiir ICvontM,’ for AuuumL, London : W, Foulaluun <kCo.(

° 1, IHIgrbn siroot) E.U. Price -hl.

iModern A*lrology,'for AuniiNt.  London: W. FouiNIHim dt
Co* L Pllurlm street, E,C, Price Im

lhwlew of RevleWM," for .Inly. London: 125, Fleet-itreut,
|<(. Prien (id.

i [(|(wl> of the East." By Hkrbkbt Baynem. M. K. AK. Lon-
don: Swan Sonneniiohein < Uo., Liinited, Puternowter-
aquare, E.U*  Price Am.

¢lleHciirch.'  'Clio Journal of the Reaearoh Society, for July.
Now York City, U.S.A. . Tliu Plain Citizen Puliliultiiig
Cb.. L Broadway.

*I''m leligio PliiloNOJ>hi<!al Jc>urnal,and Weekly (Icoult NbwhJ
N<. L, new NotloK, lately known aw “‘The PhiloMopliical
Journal.” Edited by Thoman (1. Newman. San Fran-
cisco, Col., U.S.A.: 17(15, Market street, Price Idol, per
year.

‘ I*a pHyohologi*' Ex)M’rinientalo,’ Manifesto adroHHc au Con-
grcM  SpiritualiNte de Londren, Jun, 189R. Par In
Syndlent de la PiCHho Spiritualisto de ['Vaiico, Parin :
Librario du MngnetiMino, 23, Hue Saint-Merri.  Prix
;io centimes.

London Spiritualist Alliance,

110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.O.

Limitki) dt Guarantor. and not having a Capital Dividid

INTO 8HARM.

Established 1884. Incorporated 1896.

By (he Memorandum of Association the Members arc Prohibited
Irom receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income
or property of the Society.

Members of Council.
E. Dawhom Roghrm, Preiidtnt.

ALARIO A. WATTH, ) n
How. psitoT Wyndham, |

Hbniiy Withall, Hon. Treasurer.

Mrs. W. P. Brownr. W. J. Lucking.
Major-Gbnkral Dbatbon. J. J. Morrr.
T. Eviritt. F. W. Thurotan, M.A.
R. Harts. Mihm Rowan Vinobnt.
Riv. J. Page Hopps. Mihh Il. Withall.

G. Wyld, M.D.

This Alliance has boon formed for the purpose of uniting together
persons interested in the study of Psychical or Spirituallatic Phenomena,
which throw fresh light upon the nnture of man, and reveal him as sur-
viving the chango of death. It also provides opportunities of invesligu-
tlon, and affords information by mount* of papers and discussions.

Booms are occupied at the abovo address, where Members and
Associates can meet, and where they can read the special journals and
use the library of works on Psychical and Occult Science. The reading-
room Is open dai!jy to Members nnd Associates from 10 to 6. Social gather-
ings are also held from time to time, of which due notice in given.

The subscription of Members is Used at a minimum  rate of one
guinea, and of Associates at half a gulnoa, per annum.

Information will bo gladly aflTordod by the Secretary, nt the Rooms,
110, St. Martin's-In.no,tV.0.

*e* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer,
Henry Withall, Gravel Lano, Southwark, London, S.E., and uro due on
January 1st in each year.

Notloes of all meetings will appoar regularly in * Light.*

B. 1). GoDFRKY, Secretary and Librarian.

S. SAINSBURY'S
< Lavender Water,

From English Lavender Flowers, and most ohoioe and delloate soents.

Manufactory: 176, 177. STRAND, LONDON.

Sold throughout the Country in Hotties from Is. to 16s< 6d«

ErTablisiup over Half a (‘rntvby
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LIFE IN THE UNSEEN.

DEATH A DELUSION. Porwnal Exporienoot on the
Uonl.rl.nd Hmm .nd »<>'me Million.  On. HLINInif.

A SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF BELIEF IN A FUTURE
LIKE. Third million.

PESSIMISM, HOTENO1C, AND GOD.
lion, of J’r.MIng Problem,. On. Hldlling.

IS SALVATION POSSIBLE AKI'Ell DEATH I Now
million t with Mr. Olnd.lon.’. Ikmark., and n Itoply. HIxprao*.

SPIRITUALISM IN TH® OLD TESTAMENT.

Twoponce.

Spiritual Sulu-

LohdoM: WILLIAMS h NORGATE; nnd nil Booknellern.

1'0.1 fra. from Ih« Author (Jl«. Houth Norwood-HII, London), who
will .lao aond th. whole of the ebove to «*/ »*rt w

By H. Il. HAWKIH, M.A.

“fFIIE DEAD PULPIT.--With chapter* upon tho Prophot*

of tho Triinoition, F. Doninon Maurice, Doan Stanloy,
Tho Now Pulpit, Tho Now Olorgy, Wit nnd Humour in tho
Pulpit, Tho Church mid Stage, Lite Beyond tho Grave, Ghosts,
Univoraal Ghuroh, Immaculate Conooption, Loot Judgment, Ao.
With Portrait. Largo crown Hvo., cloth, 7a. Od.

May iik obtainkm OM Okkick ok * Lioht, 110, St. Martin a
Lane, W.C.

SURPLUS VOLUMES OF ‘LIGHT' FOR
SALE.

E have a few handsomely-bound half-roan Hurplun VVolumoa
of ‘Light' for Hale, at very low prices. Ah will bo seen

below, tho numbor for aalo in very amnll, and after thono aro

diepoaed of no more copiea will bo available for aalo purju/nen.

BOUND VOLUMES.

Price. Price.
volumes of 1883. @6 0 4 volumes of 1890. @ 6
N 1886. 90 2 11%%% 7
” 1887. 9 0 1 n ] w7
1889. 90 8 » 1896 (io 7
Carriage paid in United Kingdom. Carriage abroad extra.
Wo have also a few Unbound Volumes of °‘Liojit," an
follows
UNBOUND VOLUMES.
Price. | Price.
2 volumes of 1888..M.. O 7 0 14 volumes of 1892......... 06 0
2 ” 1890....... 06014 ” 1890......... @00
| " 1891....... O 6 6 |
Carriage paid in United Kingdom. Carriage abroad extra.
Offiob of ‘Lioht* 110, St. Martin's Lank, W.O.

HEMAINDKRS OF BOOKS FOH SALE.

THE HAUNTED HOMES AND FAMILY TRADITIONS
of Great Britain. By John H. Ingram. Illustratod. Published at
7h. Od,; handsomo cloth, 640pp., 4s., post free.

THE GHOST WORLD. By T. F. Thisolton Dyor. Containa
chunters on Tho Hold's Exit at Death, Why Ghosts Wander, Phantom
Birds, Animal Ghosts, Raising Gliosis, Ghost Laying, Hccond Hight,
Compacts between tho Living nnd Dead, Miners’ Ghosts, Tho Jhin-
shec\ Phantom Dress, Haunted Houses ami Localities, (Jhceks and
Hpolls against Ghosts, Npirit-haunted Trees, Ghosts umi Hidden
Treasures, Phantom Music and Sounds, &c. A valuable book. Pub-
lished nt 10s. 6d. Bound in cloth, 448pp., 6s., post free.

WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN A SPIRITUALIST?or,Curioua
Revelations from tho Life of a Trance Medium. By Mrs. Nettie
Colburn Maynard. Together with Portraits, Letters, and Poems.
Illustrated with Engravings and Frontispiece ol Lincaln, from Onr-
lamter's portrait from life. ("This book should bo widely rcml
'Light* * A vnlunbloand important hiHtorlcal book.'—'M.A. Oxon.’)
Clo?h, %illil>. New copies. 4s. (id , post free.

01'inon ok ‘ Liobt," 110, St. Maiitin'h Lank, W.O.

fjabinet Photograph of tho late William
Rtainton Moses M.A.Oxon.’), 9d. Only a very few of the above
iigw remain fyr salo,—Ofljao of ‘Lhiiit,” Ill), St. Martin's lane, W.Q,
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TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY.

Post free from the Office of * Light, 110, St. Martin's Lane, W.C., at the prices quotej

Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent.

. ) H
A'strology.” An Easy and Comprehensive
jT> Treatise on the Influence of the Heavenly Bodies and the

Methods of Casting Horoscopes. Compiled and Arranged from the

Works of the Masters of the Middle I5;_es.and William Lilly, with

the Corrections and Emendations of Their Disciples, Bringing the Science

of Divination to Date. By Erten EL Bennett. Royal crown 8vo,
330pp.,cloth.12s. 10J..poetfree.

‘ Deal Ghost Stories.” A Sensed Reprint of
IL the Christmas and New Year Numbers of the ‘Review of
Reviews,’ 1891-92. With new Introduction. By W. T.Stead. Crown

8vo” doth, 5e. 3d., post free.
“Tetters from Julia; or, Light from the
Borderland.” A Series of Messages as to the Life Beyond the

JLi

Grave, Received by Automatic Writing from One who has Gone Before.
With a Preface by W. T. Steaa. 2s.2d, post free.

11 discourses through the Mediumship of Mrs.

_Lz Cora L. V. Tappan.’ Comprising Fifty-four Discourses. Sixty-
four Poem, and Twelve Extracts descriptive of Facts concerning the
Spirit-World and Communion between it and the Earth-Plane. Cloth
gilt, with Portrait rf Author, 720pp.. 7s 6d_ post free.

* The Philosophy of Mesmerism and Electrical
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