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Dr. Blackbum, at tbe above address, is open for a few Resident
Patients. Massage, electricity, steam and shower baths. Terms, in-
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Stainton Moses (“M.A.Oxon.’), 9d. Only a very few of tbe above
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OUIJAS,

supply of Ouijas has just been received
from America, and we can supply them, to order only, for

OR WRITING BOARDS.

63. (id. each, j/ost free. Foreignpoetage extra.

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W.C.
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vy (No. 705), to complete sets. Sixpence each will be paid for them.—
Maj be sent to Office of ‘Light,’ 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.O,
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G. WILDE WILL GAST YOUR HOROSH

And tell you what the STABS IN THEIR COURSES h ‘

store for yon. Terms on application. »

Address:—G. WILDE, Occult Book OomPa
6, Central-street, Halifax, Yorkshire U,

W. T. Stead, Esq., Editor of the ‘Review of Reviews’ writes-
“Mowbray House, Norfolk-street, Strand, London
G. Wilde, Esq. * August 23rd, 189&

Dear Sir,—I yesterday read over your horoscope to the subject
the test case, I mean. You will be pleased to know that both he°l,Ix
were immensely staggered by your success.  You had hit off with |
ordinary accuracy so many events of his past life that it Wagexth-
wonderful.—1 am, yours very truly, 8 Wile

(Signed) CW. T. 8teAlll
* Mr. Wilde was extraordinarily successful with Mr. Pearson, for
he did a very elaborate horoscope, which was right as to the past and!
since been verified in relation to matters which were then in the’fiif,
—' Borderland, October, 1897. nre’
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For Treatment of Chronic Diseases (even reputed incurable).

LIFE IN THE UNSEEN.

By John Page Hopps.

DEATH A DELUSION. Personal Experiences on the
Borderland between Sense and Soul. Second edition. One Shilling

A SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF BELIEF IN A FUTURE
LIFE. Third edition. Sixpence.

PESSIMISM, SCIENCE, AND GOD.
tions of Pressing Problems. One Shilling.

IS SALVATION POSSIBLE AFTER DEATH? New

edition : with Mr. Gladstone’s Remarks, and a Reply. Sixpence.

SPIRITUALISM IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,
Twopence.
London: WILLIAMS & NORGATE; and all Booksellers.

Post free from the Author (216, South Norwood-hill, London), who
will also send the whole of the above, to any part of the world for 2.

Spiritual Solu-

London Spiritualist Alliance,
‘ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.O.

Limited by Guarantee, and not having a Capital Divided
into Shares.

Established 1884. Incorporated 1896.

By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income
or property of the Society.

Members of Council.

E. Dawson Rogers, President.
1arig B AR Sunam, 3 Yice-Braidesiti.
Henry Withall, Hon. Treasurer.

Mrs. W. P. Browns.

J. F. Collingwood.
Major-General Dbatson.
T. Everitt.

R. Harte.

Rev. J. Page Hoppe
W. J. Lucking.

J. J. Morse.

Miss Rowan Vincent.
Miss H. Witball.

G. Wyld, M.D.

This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of uniting together
persons interested in the study of Psychical or Spiritualistic Phenomena,
which throw fresh light upon the nature of man, and reveal him as sur-
viving the change of death. It also provides opportunities of investiga-
tion, and affords information by means of papers and discussions.

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and
Associates can meet, and where they can read the special journals and
use the Iibrala/ of works on Psychical and Occult Science. The reading-
room is open daily to Members and Associates from 10 to 6. Social gather-
ings are also held from time to time, of which due notice is given.

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one
guinea, and of Associates at half a guinea, per annum.

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms,
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.O.

*»* Subscriptions should be made payable to tbe Hon. Treasurer,
Henry Withall, Gravel Lane, Southwark, London, S.E., and are due on
January 1st in each year.

Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ‘ Light.’
B. P. Gqdfrey, Secretary and librarian-
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NOTES BY THE WAY.

A somewhat important American monthly, ‘The Free
Thought Magazine,’ attacking 1the Christian Faith,” which
it alternatively calls ‘Superstition,” gives us a sorrowful
example of what reaction or a counter irritant can do. It
says of the ‘ Superstition >:—

What has it done in the past for humanity ? Has it
soothed the bed of anguish or softened the tongueless silence
of the tomb? What fyrannical ewlres has it wrecked and
what despots has it dethroned |  What, shackles has it _burst
from the limbs of the oppressed? What torch has_it ever
carried into the lampless dungeons of despair? It lias ever
been t_he(flllory of human oppression.  Ithas always been
the friend of the tyrant And-the upholder of debauchery and
crime. It has sanctioned the infamies of kings. It has
robbed the poor to enrich the colters of kings and heaven.
Ithas been and is yet the superserviceablo tool to gull man-
kind. Let progress relegate to the rear this last relic of
barbarism |

We know quite well what atrocities and follies have
been perpetrated in the name of Christianity; but let any
one with an unprejudiced mind think of what the Christian
Church, its adherents and its agencies, are doing in the
world to-day, and then say whether this fuiious tirade is
criticism or raving.

The writer who is responsible for it says—

| freely admit that a more beautiful dream was never
born in the brain of man than the hope of immortality in a
land of peace and happiness. Heaven is at least a beautiful
myth, and we should not oPpose anything which is beauti-
ful.  Love is the parent of the dream that we shall meet
again beyond the shadow?/ river of death, and live forever
in a land of beauty and glory, with no pains to burden the.
body and no sorrows to rack the. brain. How beautiful !

- .- A land where the unhallowed Hames of earthly
Bassmn shall blend into the holy fires of love ; where every
ase desire shall die and over its grave, shall be planted the
cross of duty and devotion |

Thon he immediately adds

_ But Christians mar this beautiful picture by placing at
its side a vision of hideousness, more horrible than was ever
born in the dream of a distracted fiend. The Christian hell
is the most awful and gruesome delirium_that was ever horn
in the night of human~ignorance, despair and degradation.

Thon follows a perfectly awful and disgusting descrip-
tion of [ the Christian’s hell, most of it perfectly true, we
are sorry to say, as a representation of what hysterical,
ignorant, or theatrical Christians have, at one time or
another, believed or depicted. But is it just to father
all this upon Christianity I Is it fair to judge a thing at
its worst, instead of at its host |

Wo are strongly inclined to believe that we may here
find tho cause of much of the anti-Christianity of the
World, And, to tell the truth, we do not wonder at it,
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We always find bright but serious thinking in the
clever little ‘ Buskin' paper, ‘The Coming Nation,” pub-
lished in far away Tennessee, by ‘ The Ruskin Co-operative
Association.” Here is our latest pencil-marked passage,—a
few sentences from a sort of lay sermon preached by
Herbert N. Casson, on the following Text from Huxley .—

_‘1seeno limit to the extent to which intelligence and

will, guided by sound principles of investigation, and
organised in common eflfort, may modify the conditions of
existence.’
Upon which the speaker founded a Discourse warmly
directed against the social and commercial condition of
money-ridden and machine-ridden America, the tendency
of which seems to be the crushing out of tenderness,
gentleness and sympathy. The speaker said :—

Huxley was a man of facts. He was no visionary or
dealer in moonshine. And the above sentence, coming from
such a man, is a sufficient answer to all pessimists. .

At present, though, our country is in a deplorable condi-
tion. No people ever suffered more than we have in the last
few years, for no people were ever so sensitive to pain and
disappointment.

Every day our eyes are smitten with the sad scenes of
our streéts—the young lads arrested for drunkenness, the old
grandmothers sitting on the sidewalk and selling pencils to
their grandsons, the white faces of invalids at the tenement-
windows, the old white-haired labourer- begglnf; for work,
and the funerals of eighteen-year-old factory girls, who were
drudged to death.

Man'’s cruelty to man has made this little earth infamous
among the stars. Every nation on it was built up by wars
and massacres. _Every” throne is_made of human “bones.
Every flag is stained with blood. Every fireside is wet with
tears. Even the road of progress which our feet are tread-
ing is paved with skulls and walled with corpses.

When | read history, I almost hate myself for being
human and | wish | had been born a flower or a humming
bird. Sometimes I think that if it were not for children, an
optimist would be a fool.

But Mr. Casson is an optimist, for all that, and he has
his plan for turning this into a happy world. His plan
is not ours, but wo go with him in this;—

I tell you, my comrades, the human race is to be saved
by smiles’, not téars : by laughter, not sobs ; by thoughts,
not prayers ; by removing troubles, not creating them™: by
brave and kindly deeds, not quoting texts and prating
about Asia Minor ; by men who are alive, not dead, and on
their feet, not knee |n%I in a closet; by resisting tyranny,
not by submission ; by human love, not theological faith.

[ The Art of Dying’ is the subject of a very serious
Paper in ‘The Humanitarian,” for April. It is not a
pleasant subject, but it sorely needs to be discussed. The
writer, Percival Pickering, gives prominence to the fact
that ‘ those very discoveries of science which, wielded with
common scuse, are a boon to humanity, misapplied, may be
calculated to become as great a terror. and, while by their
means the Artof Living is being simplified, that of Dying
is being rendered needlessly hideous and complicated.’

The special illustration chosen is cancer, ‘not because
it represents the most forcible illustration available, but
because its symptoms arc well known to modern life, and
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because recovery can often with certainty* be
pronounced hopeless.” Three personally known cases are
given, and three shocking cases they are, of persistent,
scientific, costly, and cruel prolongation of life.

It is a difficult subject, but we entirely agree with the

writer's summing up :—

We cannot protest too strongly against a system which
magnifies death into that bugbear before which we cringe,
which prolongs useless suffering, and which, after death,
teaches the survivors to cherish with morbid materialism the
decaying matter from which the ego that they loved has
fled.

At a “Jubilee *meeting in Bradford, Mr. E. W. Wallis
made the remark that the Religion of Spiritualism is
leaderless so far as the inhabitants of this world are con-
cerned. Long may it continue to be so!

We have before us the almost shocking evidence of
what authority and leadership have done and are doing for
Theosophy. Let us keep clear of it all. Let every one do
his liest, conscientiously and hopefully, in his own way.
We want freedom and fresh air, and intend to have both,
as simple seekers after the truth :- calling no man (or

woman) Master.

‘An earnest inquirer after truth,’ writing in ‘The
Ripley Advertiser,’ says of a statement made by Mr.
Ware, that spiritual forces art* natural: —

If those ‘higher laws’ and ‘spiritual forces’ are ‘still
natural,’ can Mr. Ware tell us how it is that, unlike the
natural laws with which we are generally acquainted, they
should require to be coaxed into operation by methods known
only to Spiritualists

It is almost impossible to believe that an ‘earnest’
inquirer could ask such a question. Are there not
hundreds of natural laws which ‘ require to be coaxed into
operation by methods known only to'—chemists? What
about the radiometer and the liquefying of air? Can
everything be shown at the town pump, to order?

This is just a glimpse of the ocean of unreasonableness
or ignorance across which we have to swim—if we can. It

is colossal.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A meeting of the Council of the Alliance was held on
Tuesday last, when Mr. E. Dawson Rogers was re-elected
President for the ensuing year : Mr. 11. Withall, treasurer ;
and Mr. Thomas Blyton, auditor. The Hon Percy Wyndham
and Mr. A. A. Watts were re-elected Vice-Presidents. Mr.
W. J. Lucking was elected a Member of Council in the place
of Mr. J. F. Collingwood, resigned ; and the following
Members were co-opted to the Council —Mrs. W. P. Browne,
Miss H. Withall, Miss Vincent, Mr. J. J. Morse, Mr. R. Harte
and Mr. F. W. Thurstan M. A. Four new Members were
elected and nine new Associates.

AN EASTER MEMORY.
Kate Field.

Again, O Love, the. Easter lilies bloom |

Music and fragrance are upon the air:

And thou, Beloved, in the realms more fair,

Dost thou find nobler faith and larger room,

And purer purpose in that new life, where

My love attends thee? Still | seem to know

Thy radiant presence with me as | go

Thus sweet companioned through the crowded ways,
Lifting to thrill of joy my works and days.

New meanings come. | learn, through clearer thought,
How fair the work that by thy life was wrought.
The world is better that thy truth was taught;
And so, with deeper trust and joy complete,
| bring my Easter greeting to thee, Sweet.
Lilian Whiting.

LIGH
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COST OF THE APPROACHING CONGRESS.

Contributions are earnestly invited to a fund for
the expenses incident to tho approaching Interiuni®
Congress, which are estimated at £*250. Remittances (i
be forwarded to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Secretary of
London Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin s-lane, Loik|u(
W.C., and cheques may be made payable to the Treaim”
Mr. H. Withall. The following sums have already e

£ sl
Hon. Percy Wyndham e 10 10 ©
‘ Bidston’® - ---- 10 00
FoSC A mmmmes 10 0 (
‘A Friend'  ee---- 10 0 o
Mrs. Coatess = ----- 10 0 o
W. Te.bbiiiiis === =" 10 0
Colonel G. Le M. Taylor  ------ 10 0
Miss Marten .. __... = ===--- 500
A. C. Swinton.......c.. = ===--- 500
Mrs. Carlton Tufnell ...  ------ 500
Walter Appleyard ~ ------ 500
Miss New  ------ 400
JAUd ool e 330
Mrs. Danson Martinez =~ e 220
G. Pearce-Serocold - ----- 220
Lewis Hall . 200
Glasgow Association of Sj irifralists 2 0 0
Mrs. W. G. Webb s 2 00
Mrs. Wiseman ... = ------ 200
Hon. Mrs. Forbes ~ ------ 110
Miss Spencer - ----- 110
E. Dottridge ... .- 110
Lady Coomara Swamy e 110
Miss Beeby ~  ------ 110
F. Berkeley ~ ------ 110
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Morce  ------ 110
Mrs. Sainsbury e 110
W. E. Carbery e 110
Mrs. Carbery ...  ------ 110
Morell Theobald 110
Miss IT. Withall 110
Mrs. Stanhope Speer 110
F. W. Thurstan, M.A. ... 110
Colonel Coghill, C.B. ...  ------ 110
J. Smith ___._._.. - 110
The Misses Finlay ~ ------ 100
J. Page Hopps - ---..  ------ 100
Gilbert Elliot 100
Mrs. Morgan .. .... 10 0
J. Robertson 10 0
Rev. E. T. Sale - ..... 10 0
Mrs. Rudd  ...... 10 0
Miss Lilian Whiting 10 0
Miss Boswell Stone 010 6
Mrs. Rushton 010 6
Mrs. E. W. Wells 010 6
Anonymous 010 0
EB. - - _-___-_-__ 010 0
Mrs. Baker 010 0
A.D__________ 010 0
Madame de Steiger 0100
G. E. Gunn 010 0
Mrs.Bell . - _ - - - - _ .. 010 0
Manxland 010 0
Rev. W. R. Tomlinson 050
Mrs. M. B. James 050

050

Mrs. A. B. Lloyd

OBITUARY.

Madame Boissaux, an enthusiastic Spiritualist, has
passed away at her residence in the Rue Pierre Charron,
Paris. She retired to rest on the night of the 13th inst.
apparently in good health, but next morning was found dead
in her bed. Her bouse was the rendezvous of a largo circle
of distinguished people interested in the scientific side uf
Spiritualism, and questions of a kindred character, by whom
she was highly esteemed.



April S3, 1808.]

SPIRITUALISM
THE TESTIMONY OF SPIRITS TO CHRISTIANITY.

Tho following interesting narrative has boon taken down
from the lips of a lady, tho wife of a well-known and much

IN CHINA.

esteemed missionary:—

A very common charge brought against missionaries by
passing travellersand even residents in Oriental cities is that
of a refined laziness. In reply it is safe to say that those*
who make it have never spent fivo minutes within a mis-
sionary institute, and are merely retailing the ill-natured,
flippant gossip of the European colony.

Of mission work in China | can speak by experience,
and there it assumes the form of such multiplied and varied
activities as to leave little margin for bypaths of indepen-
dent work or research. Some of these, which can hardly be
called independent, but open up in connection with our
mission work, are of much interest, and we would fain follow
them up further but for the press of missionary toil.

How undefined and wide is the missionary’'s sphere you
realise when a British gunboat anchors in the bay, and you
have by a moral compulsion to ask to tea all the liberty men
—sometimes to the number of thirty—and send them back
to their ship after a pleasant evening, untainted by the vice
and disease of a Chinese seaport.

As regards the Chinese themselves, interesting glimpses
are obtained incidentally into their ideas—incidentally, !
say, because asking questions and efforts to probe a matter
are rendered singularly futile by the discursiveness and
inconsecutiveness of the untrained Chinese mind. \\ith the
women especially, among whom 1 wrought, putting questions
with a view to more light on a subject was like following a
cuttle-fish—so confusing a cloud of vague and far-fetched
remarks were evoked. More was to be gained by faithful
listening and allowing them to discover themselves without
being aware of it.

In this way | got a vivid glimpse into the lovelessness of
the heathen religion, as it appears in the popular form of
idol worship, from a Chinese girl who gave as her reason for
making offerings to idols that it was not out of love for
them or to gain any good from them, but out of fear and to
prevent them doing her harm; and while willing to worship
the true God out of love, she thought it wise to worship the
idols out of fear. Even the worship of ancestors, with its
pathetic naturalness, its root of apparentreverence, is tainted
more than theorists are aware by the fear of their ghosts
returning to plague the neglectful household.

The electicism accompanying the course of our European
Christianity, that continued to fear and, more or less openly,
to reverence the heathen deities alongside of a profession of
Christianity, and of which distinct traces still linger in out-
lying districts of our own land— that eclecticism showed
itself in a very naive fashion in an old Chinese woman in
our hospital, who was led by our teaching to look favourably
on Christianity, but who, in addition to the unseen God,
wished to retain the worship of the Sun and Moon. ller
son became a Christian out and out, but his mother could
not be made to see the harm in worshipping objects so
beautiful; and though we did our best to enlighten her, it
was to so little effect that, while attending Christian worship
and being an adherent of the Church, she still continued, so
far as we were aware, to raise reverent glances and prayers
to the bright lights that rule the day and night. And
surely a gracious God might in this thing pardon the poor
Chinawoman.

As we watched the stream of Christian truth encounter-
ing the tide of Chinese heathendom, incidents occurred
analogous to those in the Book of Acts, that tell of the
effects of the same conflict on the shores of the Medi-
terranean. The visions and dreams that played so import-
ant a part in the life of the Apostles have their counterpart
in the dreams, beautiful and impressive, of our Chinese
converts. .

One of my women, for example, told me that under the
guidanco of an angol she had been wafted to Heaven, and
when she expressed her surprise that, the chairs were golden
and not rod, as in a Chinese home, tho angel replied: ‘ Dont
you know khat all is gold in Heaven ?” At her request he
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then let her hoar the choirs of Heaven sing their ravishing

music, and so affected was she in her whole constitution by

the strains that, though until then notoriously deficient in

that respect, on awaking from her dream she found that she
had gained tho gift of song- a phenomenon in psychology
not unlike the dumb son of Croesus breaking into speech to
save his father ; or Samuel Wesley, the famous John's elder
brother, dumb till he was four years of age, and then sud-
denly answering a question in a manner that astonished all
who knew him, and from that hour speaking without
difficulty.

One of our hospital patients, again, was much troubled
in her'weakness by visions of bowls, cups, chairs, etc.,
whirling before her eye, and prayed that, instead of such a
troublesome phantasmagoria, she might enjoy a more
pleasant vision. Her prayer was answered, she said—the
hospital walls were changed for the jasper of the Holy City
and cups of plain use for harps of gold.

Tn another dream were reproduced in some degree the
features of Paul's vision at Troas in which the man of
Macedonia said, “Come overand help us.’” 1t was that of a
woman far up the country who in her dream found herself
in a drear region of storm and thunder, and in the midst of
the lightnings a figure stood forth and said to her, ‘ When
the time comes we shall meet again.” She was at that time
a heathen, and the vision so distinct and remarkable
remained a mystery, until at an up-country chapel she
recognised in the missionary the very figure that had
addressed her.

Our Chinese nurse, though as a mother she had been
guilty of infanticide towards two of her baby girls, and
seemed to think little of it, yet proved so kind to our little
ones that we trained her as a teacher. In this capacity she
had an experience corresponding in a humble way to the
light, above the brightness of the sun, that surprised Paul
on the way to Damascus. When on holiday at a distant
village she gathered some women around her to read the
Bible, and, while reading, a strange light, quite distinct to
herself and the listening circle, fell on the page and broke
into seven colours. They hurried off to bring the neighbours
to see. the strange light, but they were unable to see it—a
circumstance that may help to explain some of the discre-
pancies in the story of Pauls conversion.

But the passage in the Book of Acts to which we
received in our mission work more frequent and distinct
analogies, is that of the Pythoness at Philippi or the diunsel
with a spirit of divination. Spiritualism, with its mediums,
circles, and familiar spirits, is very common in China, and
comes into contact with our missions in varied ways—
generally in the way of opposition but at other times, as
with the Philippian medium, in the way of recognition and
support. It is a support we neither desire nor invite, but
ignore, and eventually—though in a gentler way' than the
Apostle Paul,—exorcise.

The circle so much in vogue in all spiritualistic gather-
ings is an important point in the ritual of (hinese
Spiritualists also ; and one of our converts described to me
the exhilaration of feeling as they joined hands, and the
feats of dance and song they performed, that otherwise
would have been impossible.

The medium may be a man, and one man medium in the
province was evidently an adept at legerdemain as well,
and could catch gold rings and jewels from the empty air.
Spirit jewels and rings, as evanescent as ‘ cloudcapt towel's
and gorgeous palaces,” they evidently were, since no one was
the richer. Generally, however, the medium is a woman,
and however much charlatanry may enter into a sphere so
inviting to it, some of the poor creatures furnish convincing
tokens of sincerity and of the power over themselves of the
familiar spirit. The command, for example, came to one
medium from her spirit voice to starve herself as an
example toothers how to make a quick passage to a better
world. In obedience to the voice she refused everything but
liquid food, and resolutely starved herself to death, saying :
‘I'll go to Heaven and show my followers how to go too.’
Deluded we may easily call her, but it would be hard to deny
her sincerity.

Perhaps an even more convincing proof of sincerity was
furnished by the medium who, in a village distant many



miles from our station, told her worshippers greatly to their
disappointment and dismay that they were no longer to
resort to her, but give their allegiance lo tho foreigner's God
nt X. We can sympathise with their perplexity at an
oracle so disastrous to the medium’s own interests, since it
meant the lons of the revenue of presents brought to her by
her stream of devote**. She became a (Christian, and never
repented of a stop that reduced her from comparative
affluence to poverty. To many of the spirits, also, it was a
source ofannoyance, and fora while they revenged themselves
by luiunting and plaguing her former worshippers. Night
was of course, the favourite time for their pranks, ami one
woman informed me that, after she ceased to visit the
medium and became a Christian, the npirita mo tormented
her in bed that she awoke in the morning black and blue
with thei> pinches) while voices were heard from the un-
known, tolling her to go back to her former worship.

Our mission also, on one occasion, had the benefit of help
from an idol km well. In a city *»f our dialnet, where we
had a small native church, strung opposition was made to
uur getting a place of worship. Finally we got a site and a
chap?1 was built, which we wen afraid to make use of lest
the mob should break out and the worshipers Ix* maltreated
or murdered. At this very time a plague spread, and
proved so deadly to the leading opponents of our chapel
that an idol oracle influenced, it may be, by a Chinese
Gamaliel among the priests told the people nut to persecute
the followers of the new religion * Instant*™** of missions
receiving help of this kind are met with here ami there,
especially in the history of the early Church, ami they take
their place among those inexplicable providences that, like
the unexpected puff ‘if wind filling the sails of a ship, we
receive when they come, though we do not calculate upon
them, or even desire them.

They are an interesting parallel to the cry among the
Grecian hills that heralded the doom of the Olympic
deities ; “‘Great Pan is dead

SPIRITUALISM IN GLASGOW.

Our able and energetic friend. Mr, Jam** Robertson,
President of the Glasgow Ridsatiori f Spiritualists, and
several earnest co workers, arc busy with arrangements for
a Gram! Bazaar to tx held in the Assembly Ikiorns, 136,
Rath-street, Glasgow, on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday,
September zta.h and 30th, and October 1st

The bazaar will be opened on Thursday, September zitth,
by the Itev. John Page Hupps, of tta Free Christian Church,

Croydon, London, and formerly of Glasgow, Mr. Hopjm
will also dabver address** in tin AsaernMy fiooma on
the preceding Sunday, September 25th. On Friday,

September 30th, the ljazaar will Ix- opened by Mrs. Ernest
Stevens, of the Grand Theatre,; ami on Saturday, October
1st, by Mr. J. J. M**rwe, of London.

The funds realised from the bazaar will be utilised h>

the truth-, of Spiritualism known in many parts of

Scotland by the engagement of trance lecturers, clairvoyant.
ar»d #ber mediums, ami the circulation of literature.

Already several gifts of work and sums of money have
linen promMed, while many eminent workers have promised
to assist at the opening ceremonies. Any contributions may
lie sent to the undersigned :

19, CwtUm-pfaue,

f U»Mb \Xt>KKM><I, JO, W

U«MO Kn, KTK, 2N, Waverify Uxzf,
Wité-1 +  n.b.
Avovw z», Wx»v.-Tl«y lunhut,
. A i Truuwrfr.
J Altai MrsvttdoirMrwiC, Maryhill,
Mwl/iry,
“'irmUr., xr/ir.g full (“H,e,,Ur,, iuu) ,M

tom to tie President ar the He«Tetary
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ryJdrt awl they wrfl -»U> ,, nilld t rl} ehlv;;e% tﬁg?tb'j
rowMton nay. even by Gt
whedi M not . Thf fere aequw;ﬁo([ﬂm?nwhnowlwlp,.
lir.ictnai Mrxs/.ss.

* Mimil contains n

oil  The Failure of

Ingersolls lootlire on

great iconoclast sigys .

pm pose and obliterates him withont ivgt(,| |
Mr. Armstrong grapples with his = r . ”INH|mi
floors him, simply by showing that * pinp<m< |

ami pathos and pity, too. What

lion, na ( oloiifl Ingcmoll door, If Nnliira |
without purpose ! | he Gospel of purp,H. /

tho Gospal of despair, ami who wants Umij *

Mr. Armstrong’s concluding paragraphs

swing in them, a littlo Transatlantic, but w« _*>»)_)'_ a(n,
"ty inspiring

I/ifr is a mad, wild sea ; hope | he sky aln
of Paradise a star that guides tin voyng,.,. I 0v<tydngq
shares of joy. |magine Agnosticism talo/mr 1™y
*hip, doubling the sky ami tin stars, and tolling /ver HhMgi

sipurer_ that _“whellicr iR mtﬁi@f&(w e
'im kw-H o¥ rh.. EJ,.h..r ,{,OI; ou,.y )ifl, , (@ Hini.ni/ i
Immoiix- h t>»n«ly uh dark nn<l| |<<p >i,,]| -
from the warp arm wcsffuf mvstoi® arid death!” Thm
wc ‘dash against the rock ami hear the billows roar shon
sunken ship,' why lash ourselves to broken masts and man
to float through frozen S4«aa we know not whither! Wbr
nut in a moment sink and b<- at jmjiuw? | Why notanlidi”™
a few daya of cold and hunger | For if we must dir, smf
dying is the end, how much better off is the thnn s
century than the imwrrt whose span of Hfl. n
What is our mlvantage over the “man in the dug out’l *f
savage filled the heavens with infinite horror, and th
Agnostic fills the future with infinite dinpftir while th?liws
of Ix/th arc as fleeting as the sunbeam that dim th? mnfMM
it is born. Unless human hajij/iness springs from the dxrlr
the fearful, and the terrible, mihrss nmn can hs Maid to b-
nearing happiness only in the agonyof self inflictoddsMb
the mission of Agnosticism is the m<mt |ssrfeet failure in all
the world.

Ingersoll lium said that, “in the riresence of eternity fb-
mountains are as transient as the wouda/ And with wpjil
truth it may be said that in the j/r«jsence of eternity th? bh-
of the mlfistxxlon is as flwtinK tLti that of the ephsmeriifl.
The longest life is but a “snowflake falling on a river <t
moment white, then gone for ovnr. Ami if AgfWSticMinii
the height of wis/lom, life is a ohanlom tlias byfodsflloMf
the field of limo until through doath thoy loan sight </f it
for ever.

Thoro is something in a frood that hx/ks to life etemsl;
there is reason in a uhilo”iphy that, like a warrior, mesimillw
walls of doubt and dftaih U/ take tie; citmhd of pufadtud M
But there is nothing in the ‘creecl’ that Ix-gms with tnr
cra/Jle and onda with the grave. It cannot (five th? tvic
of its disciples an excuse for living, ainco thorn is no differ
cnee between the savage and the sage when Ix/th ar? devl.
‘Six feet # oarth make un all of a size' is Msentially a torsi
«tf Annoatifdam. And if it (hies, how much fjottorcm will Is
the Agnostic, the man of intnlloctual development, than tix
‘man in the dugout’? And when humanity is (h-ail, ami
tho idsrile, fro/sn nartb rolls darkling through the infinite
void, how vain, how unaft'akably frxdish, will have fxx'o rvrry
spee<;h that Ingormdl ever made and the liven of him and
thoae who toilefl and suffered to place Jdherly up/n th?
thrones of Jupiter and Jehovah ' And could ‘ thegent**mxn
in the dug out’ and the champion of A”noaticinm he called
for a imancnt from oblivion, how happily could they coo
grainlate each other aa two of the moat atufa-ndoua udluffn
that ever flitte/f aha/low like a/T'/ss thi- stage of time!

DR. J. SIMS,

We have bar] the pleasure of a call by Dr, J, Hirna an”Ad
and eamoat Spiritualist who ia pnrhapa Ixetter known in th?
hited States than in Greater liritain, but wane of ow
frienda may temember hia viait tx> l/itidon wane fivs aid
twenty yoara g when lie attra/ tovl a good deal of attentoo
by hie lecture”on I'nywiKnomy and I'hrenology, in rffernvt

which he claims to have wane original fdea the rmulto
*/f bis own obat'rvaliona and diacoveriea. Thoae IntflOLstod
in these qumtoms will find them fully dtaeuanad and ahly
«'xjatundfd in hia Ixx/k, ' I'nyah/gnomy Illustidh n wadi
of over six hmulred fatgea, now in ita tenth edition

IMS fruniahment auffertvl bv the wim- who refuse pt tih
tMi m the, turremmenl, ia five under the governmenl %

feel men, Ptaro.
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THE CLERGY AND SPIRITUALISM.

By “Aw Ou, C/hhiesl/isi/kst.’

Hardly a week elapse* without a notice occnrrinM hi Um
column* of “Lmirr ot some clerical diatribes Wiintt
Spirituulism in English provincial pulpii*, etdirely I>ef(oibm
nf ifinormice or sujH/rstitiim, Tim can** of Hds alrm/st
universal ulerlual antagonism to our cult arc s/mmwhat
di/Hvult to ufidcrstafid, tteeinn that the Ohl Mid New |i*sta
iiikiiL an* full of record* of psychic plmnommm. ; Mid yet
after nearly nineteen centuries of halicf io the abnormal
events w*l forth in tbes/? nacriui books the ap/zstics of the
Christian religion are still found denmmriny, tirrr clearly
proved facts which an* of abnonl. daily oc/mrr/m/m io Um
m-nncc room, and taka a fXMitivedelight in pronomicmg them
U> Is, the work of his Satanic Majesty. During the jxtst half
century | have met with many clergyman </f all /lem/mina
ti/HiM,and yet have only Imun able freely to interchange ideas
00 thia momentous subject with one cleric at present in holy
orders and one who wan formerly a pariah clergyman, oct is
now retired, both of whom, | am gla/l to nay, could * VT
eyn* with me on the subject of Hpiritualism, and lament the,
sncrtatightorlness and prejudice of their *uninstrueb-d
brethren. All the rest have often din'-uwd with m«* problems
of religion and life in a broad Mid catholic spirit, and have
confess/vl their inability to grasp or explain the many
mysteries of the Christian faith, such nhs the existemm of
evil; the atonement; the divinity of Jesus; original *in; tin*
aktfi for nnd against miracles; hut the moment on<- touched,
in the faintest degr/*/*, on the subject of Spiritualism, it was
like “‘holding up a red rag before a bull/ and one wax met
with ejaculations of ‘humbug,’ ‘fraud/ ‘legerdemain, and
‘rank imposture/

Once, when only a student of hjfifitiiinli-*9,ir: libwidure,
and before | became an investigator, | infoimcd a e.lerical
friend that, a certain emimuit jurist, a personal acquaintance
of my own, told me how he had Ixmn introduced, when in
Chicago, to a powerful lady /uediutn (not a pri/feanimial),
who, although she did not even know his name, and ha/l
certainly never hoard of his existence before, was c/mtroimd
by two of his deceased relatives, both on the other nide,
who were able to use her vocal organs so effectively that bin
dead literally “spoke with him a* if face to fwc.' 'l he cleric
in question, who wax a I>road Churchman Mid m/*t lilmral
in his religious beliefs, simply repluel: 'Thai is iini***dfb-.
My mind is b*> logical ever to believe that spirit, ait<r
it has left the Ixsly, can control matter,” |hat may be
held to Is- ths common attitude of the clergy o/< Ibis
subjectend briefly put, it comes to this, that all te./'bH
phenomena ceased alx/ut the time that the last b/>0k ot what
fo called the * New Testament’ wax written, Mid *ince that.
time no inanifcnbition* have occurred fprinff to show that
there i* a spirit world, or that spiritual beings in any way
can give evidence of their continued sentient Miixb'iir.i m
another sphere. Truly this is a ‘large order," Mid om- for
which no explanation is forthcoming on the part of our
clerical author!th-*. And yet we poor Spiritualists have a far
better reason for ‘the faith that is in us' than any clsrgynian
of whatever donominntion can have, for w/* stan/l on facts
that have been prov/vl ‘ up to the hilt' by ! clouds of wit m-’-"'s,
while the clergy in these /lays | mean timsc that /lo not
pmseb /Irivel like that qux/ted by you from Wnrrin”bm in a
recent issue cannot /|//gmati*s on a singl** cardinal j///int in
tta Christian faith. Why, it is not unromnion in [lir**" d»4y<
to h/'ar agnostics saying that the <IxisU*m"?//f tho founder of
Clirisl.ianity remains b> be provofl, Mid it was, | think, Dr
M'/merie who lately put it in his usual tr/*n/rhant faahi//n
“The /-r/svl of th/* future ought bi tx- "find, duty, an/|
immortality *; anything else, an «i|x*n question/
there is no yotilitH f.iniL-iur that Christ ever
one //f the sayings regar/ling *.Hira/liM\' or th/® many
mansi/ais’ which arc attributed to Him in the New
Testament r/*/'/lr/ls, or that H/* [wrrformed any L
mirs/.bsi with which llis name Ims hassn associated- The state
of r/*ligi//us belief am/zog professing Christians Mid relwioun
tea/.'hers of tie- pres»*nt /lay is simply dintrenninK to any
koer *f the sacred prin/dptas of truth, tmeaus/f ewh r«'ligious
taa/di/'r is, b> a ifrenb'i or less extent, a/'/M/r/lling b> bin Ix'ing

B«-sjll< s,
uttered

»>7

High, Ixrw, I‘r/m/1,/,| Kvang/d*/al, a “1** unto om~ 'f
b veiylhinn' im"mu b> m»/st »h//ugb»f'd <b‘o* t.g™»< , ,q

mi * menph/ablx myutjrry ‘ i/r a *gr*=-*t |~rriafM Hie //k|
argument fin' imm/ntality fasting 0,1 *Mn,
Christ and his / *p / U/l m~oiid~omif,y.l,t fh H <

alm//st entirely none bom Um c.idtur™ pr*Mhin”®

po A/mt dny, and you hardly ¢« o-t beat
ri'liirioim b'lw.Imr, fnindih,i with th/- fxsulta d /i deal *
ebun or the trend f4 m~lem th//»/gbt, * U “eGtaly
of the great p --.i// ami the s/ poalimi of Um
the g//ata,’

What, then, is the mc”afme they *ts, ami

‘pnx-f jxwitira’ >, lif,- S"n'<"«, Or
nothing, in th/* way of evidene.e, only H.ry.umenft by umd”_
from the deM.h of winbr b/ the revi®ul //f sj/ring

‘mal/'i pillar merging into the Imtt*rHy ; the see/l s//wn o, 1
gr/mml te'*yaning grain in dm- “~mn”on,M>,l tF»e hk«- 'HA”.
ami sin/ilar anal//gi/*s, ///ml/im'/l, it may te , w wi a t

of the utterance //f Christ to the Umd mi Um t:rt"™
pr</miM/» 1o llr-i /lis<dplas, ‘I g/z b» prefiao a pla/e lot

are the sum ami stilxitamM*- of /-leri/'x| nte lot initry”
tallty mid for fie.ruifital nnrvivMife aft™r th* / lang* .
*|I*»tth  Of r/-al, fxmitive e/idemi- of immol tAdity Mid ™ OtinNf.
exi®b rn” in the h yond they have alamlub ly nothing U9

the many earnest an/l sorrowing s//uls wrw/, H»/ml/»y
Sunday, Ibx-k to </ur churclies for -tfiiritUM comftfn
vimxolM.ion. So though!lul niMi or woinMt who has » UrM
his or her fourth >r fifth fleeit/b’, nnrl who lias® st/Nxj
/h'uthix/ls or by tin* si’th? //f/,|X'ii grav/™,//r te  har, /™.
earnent crrminuninna with friends on i/is gM-at ari«
imnm-ntx/Us <|Uesti/m '/f iiervimd .ee0"ivan'e a tei /leath, ,a
but be. ilrtmk by the great /k/ul/t Mid onl ~ftaioiy reg,ir,j-»
Miolher world which is *o wnMy pretab'Ut at the eb”.
this ninet/'/'nth century ] mi/l it is to all /sarn/'st (-hrisfj®
Hf/irituahsts (for Umre are many such) matter for wiri/=™~
regret that tlie clergy, with hardly any ex/?pti/oi, have tafc,/
up such a houtdn Mid, in my judumoiit,

iittituiie b/wnol--. n <.yholof/Hid ifti/bb'imi.

Anil y<-t ninny nf fin- lii'm- thnUMhtftll ninnng l.Innn
liri-m h wh»t | wnM call purHy ‘npirHunl m rinniu K, lut
yinirn nun | liazl m.inMinn U. t » iHV'inrn*. nf tf(i, j,-
frmn nnr. nf th* nw-I| «,ultur«l mn! lirn.nl MimMM
I 1.Mi-r null, nn'l whn Miunei»U»| It n* hi«'HitxTHI,-
that Lhi-ri' wnn nn t'bnnyn at ilnntli® nnly jii'tV.ri*n
arxl upwards ; nml that Lh<- nnyiny, 'A» tin- Irin. Ulla, W(
will lin," wax «,uit« inapplxabh- tn tin- nnmlilinn -,f
frianda in tIx- ix »t world, wixxx, prolnli‘'m arx| rxlu/atb,,, j*
tho work of tIx* kin?ilinn nf right*nnini®*n w-xj|/| g-, .llIt in..~
much nmrn fnynurnbh' innilitinni nml eurrnnnilini(.. ,|UL(
whxn incarnate on thia lh-otiog and trnnuitnry ~ih. ri-; ;i
chort, tix* ninmn fnilfht hao* Ixxm po ix h<-/| by an aoj,.r,(
Spiritualiat, M«*<ttir>g  hixi aborfly aftrrwarrla <Ix* kr,,.w
nothiiiK nf my apiritualialic vixwaA a>xI haviop «or,1|(]j
Ini-nti.il him nn hia armum, hia rn/.ly waa, H«*||( j,
ortixrlox but it la tix* mininnn vnNi- Mi-nr nf itnninitnlity |
Arxl yet thia able arxl r:ultuf<*r| rlivina would Ira*.» a»xiub*r|
the term ‘apiritualiatic,’ if it had Ix-ri applied to
<lis/ our™t-

Tofomlude In my humble jmigment the desire of &||
enrrn™t Mid >mrrfiwinn Christians at the j/resent tin,*- » ftf
kruntf* to have pr/mf fx/sitive /if immortality, while thmr
/dergy are feniiny. them “with busks' ami denouncing or
ignoring tie* © ieneeof jeiy< h/d/xzy the one thing m*edful v,
verify ami complete th/? “imjX'rf/'/ t r~onl' fontMinerl in tha
“>*ripliifi-4 ; mhl not until they appriMch spirituali*m in a
/liHco nL spirit ami with n mote catfudic nlltiude Utwnnbt
its pnivo/l fm-ts, will they tmee”I in fulfilling their ">t Mid
Krentent function, | he comfort of the |j-it-;ivi*lt mi/l the true
end of the ministry, the ptepMidion of their Christian
brethren for ‘IriulinU the lite' which the great K*,umler of
their religion s/> gr/in/lly an/l beautifully taught nml exempli
lied during the bttef spie*- of His trloriou” /-arthly t*irerr

As long as men are. in th** pursuit, of an object, they may
ba able, with the aid of pn~ion, bi stifle c«mscicm-z*, but
wh/*n the object is reM'hetl, ami the 'oihm dclit/rrately
count**! the thirty pieeea t,f silver for which a tiarmur has
been n/,|<| eomtemwe <mi Is*gin bi ntrike the lailan>e I he
boat ami halo of tli/’ uh/tsc are over, and the net r«wult /an
te* rtaskirtual
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SPIRITUALISM AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

A book has just been published which every thoughtful
person ought to read. and which every Spiritualist would
thoroughly enjoy. It is a volume of “Sermons preached
in Westminster Abbey’ by Canon Wilberforce, and pub-
lished by Mr. Elliot Stock. It is, in the highest degree, a
book for the times, telling from within what the old Church
ought to say and what the old creeds ought to mean: and
this is done in a way which has in it the true tone, method
and* spirit of the prophet, as distinguished from the
theologian or the priest. The inconsistency of the Canon's
position we cannot discuss here. Our business is to inform
and delight our readers with the help of one who is
preaching our Gospel in the first and greatest pulpit in
the world.

It is only right, however, to say that Canon Wilberforce
disclaims experimental Spiritualism. In one solitary passage
he says: ‘To seek intercourse with the beings or intelli-
gences which seem able to manipulate the magnetic ether of
living persons and spell out messages, is almost always
misleading, and, so far as my experience goes, invariably
mischievous.” But over against that one disclaimer we
might cite a hundred passages where he endorses our case
and preaches our Gospel. What, for instance, does this
mean | ‘It is a strengthening, calming consideration that
we are in the midst of an invisible world of energetic and
glorious life, a world of spiritual beings, than whom we
have been “ made for a little while lower.” Blessed be Gori
for the knowledge of a world like this.” Again, speaking
of “Paradise,’ the preacher says: “It is evidently that
region or condition of space in which the departed find
themselves immediately after death : probably it is nearer
than we imagine, for St. Paul speaks of our being sur-
rounded by a cloud of witnesses. There, it seems to me,
they are waiting for us.’

Yesit is indeed *nearer than we imagine *: and, if
they’ are “waiting for us’ there, is it not probable that
some of them are as anxious to signal to us as we are
anxious that they should ? The good Canon tells us the
following story : ‘1 remember hearing once of a little dying
child shrinking timidly from the idea of going alone ; but
just before the end there came a spirit of sublime confidence,
a supernatural opening of vision, a recognition of some com-
panionship, and the little one cried out, “ 1 am not afraid ;
they are all here.’””” And then he adds the remark : * Per
haps they were the angels.’ Yes, perhaps they were ! But
tell us, brother, why we should not * seek intercourse with

these dear, patient, present spirit-people ?
It is evident, however, that our preacher has the genuine
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It is awakening from the dream of life.

Jesus, whom Canon Wilberforce calls “the great Evo-
lutionist,” proclaimed, lie says, continuous progression
limitless development, unending conscious individuality for
man, in the words, ‘God is not the God of the dead, but
of tho living, for all live unto Him.” And that brings ui
to what, after all, is the beating heart of all these sermons
—the significance of the testimony and fate of Jesus.
Canon Wilberforce does not discuss Jesus; he grasps him.
Ho does not isolate and dissect him; he appropriates and
absorbs him. His very ‘incarnation’ is but thoglorious
testimony to ours.
The resurrection of Jesus Christ, he calls the “survival’of
Jesus Christ. It is not a question of flesh and blood: it
is a question of spirit selfhood; and spirit selfhood does
not die. He says: ‘ The actual resurrection of the Christ
was not from Joseph of Arimathea’s sepulchre, but from
the body which He left hanging on the cross. Easter Day,
accurately described, is the annual commemoration of tho
first manifestation of the personal survival of the Christ.

‘ As he was so are we in this world.

There can be little doubt that the popular notion of resur-
rection as some long-deferred reconstruction of decayed
corpses, rather than the emancipation of the real individual
from flesh surroundings at the moment of death, has
seriously weakened the belief of thoughtful people in the

whole teaching of the Resurrection.’

Every Spiritualist will at once see that this modern-
minded preacher lias thoroughly grasped the real meaning
and value of the resurrection of Jesus for us. The resurrec-
tion of his physical body’ on the third day, so far from being
a help to us, or a promise of our resurrection, would be the
very reverse ; for we know that our dead have not so risen
and cannot so rise. But the persistence of the human
spirit-Christ is precisely what we want: and Canon Wilber-

force drives that home. He says —

Jesus is the representative of the race the Arche-
typal specimen of the destiny of humanity. When He says,
‘| came forth from the Father, and came into the world,
again | leave the world anti go to the Father,” He is prac-
tically condensing into a single sentence the hidden life-
history of every human being He identifies Him-
self with the humanity He came to redeem. He speaks of
Himself as being the representative, the promise, the pattern,
the potency of the human race. Through His revelation of
the incarnation of God in man, instincts of survival have
been converted into radiant certainties Death has
been exposed as the delusion of the ages ; it has been reduced
to a mere incident in an uninterrupted development. The
survival of Jesus, the God-sent specimen of the race, is the
guarantee of the survival of humanity. And His authorita-
tive declaration to His brethren of the human family is,
‘ because | live, ye shall live also.’

All this culminates in the buoyant and happy assertion
of the infinite power and goodness of God in tho ultimate
education and restoration of every member of the human

race. The very thought of an everlastingly thwarted or
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‘To assort,

There is no mistaking that: nor is there any possibility
of mistaking this: “Unless there is remedial and restoring
agency in the world beyond the grave, human life for
countless thousands is but a ghastly mockery. The endless
wail of a sin-blighted humanity, created with God’s absolute
foreknowledge under the doom of hopeless damnation,
would dethrone God, bring the Atonement into contempt,
predicate the existence of a victorious devil, necessitate the
eternity of sin, and make the so-called heaven of the saved

a contemptible concentration of unutterable selfishness.’
We promised to ‘inform and delight' our readers, and

wo think we have done it, thanks to one of the most
enlightened preachers and some of the most modern and

inspiring sermons of our day.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

SOCIAL GATHERING OF MEMBERS AND
ASSOCIATES.

The last meeting of the season was held in the French
Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall, on the evening of Friday,
the loth inst., when there was a large gathering of Members
and Associates. On this occasion Mrs. A. P. EssingtoN
Nelson exhibited a number of pictorial designs in water
colours, obtained by the excrejse of her gift of mediumship
forautomatic drawing and painting. Mrs. Nelson's explana-
tion of the origin of these productions was listened to with
great interest. The pictures, which displayed considerable
skill in colour effects, were all of a symbolical character,
being designed to representspiritual powers and faculties in
various grades of evolution. The explanations given by
Mrs. Nelson involved certain allusions to planetary
influences which were somewhat difficult to follow ; but in
so esoteric and many-sided a subject as symbolical medium-
ship, no doubt the astrological element had its due signifi-
cance. Certainly it will be readily conceded that the
representation of spiritual powers and influences through
the medium of form and colour is natural and reasonable
enough, even in a literal aspect. Putting aside, however,
the question of emblematical meanings, the paintings were
much admired, particularly in those cases where the powers
and influences depicted were of a sufficiently developed
character to be represented in the form of flowers.

During the evening Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, tin* Presi-
dent, announced that Mr. J. J. Morse had been selected as the
representative of the Spiritualists of Great Britain to attend
the semi-centennial celebrations to Ix* held in Rochester
(New York State), whither he would shortly proceed,
in response to the invitation of the American executive
committee. The President added that as this was tin* last
occasion upon which Mr. Morse would be with them prior to
his departure, it would be a fitting opportunity to ask him
to convey to the Spiritualists of the United States the
greetings and regards of their brethren of the London
Spiritualist Alliance. The sentiment having been cordially
adopted by a show of hands, Mr. Morse briefly responded,
expressing the pleasure it would afford him to be the hearer
of such a commission.

Two pianoforte duets (“Masaaniello’ and “‘An Hungarian
Dancel) were performed in brilliant style during the evening
by the Misses Withall.

Make allowance for the follies of youth and hope for the
beat. The cat, the gravest of all animals, is the most frisky
when young.

THE SUBSTANTIALITY OF SOUL.

TitANSCENI)ENTAL PSYCHOLOGY.

By ‘Quuhtor Vital’

\(Imtinned from jxujfi 189.)

Reference has already been made in these columns to the
process of transmutation occurring within the human
organism, by which vitality is supplied to man’'s nervous
system. De Rochas has said : “The nervous fluid runs along
the nerves in all parts of the body; it occupies in space the
same volume as the body, and may be called its ““fluidic
double” without going beyond the domain of positive
science ”; or in other words, his psychic soul. On the other
hand, these nerve currents have been described as electric.™
Krapotkine tells us “the electrical effect of the nerve
impulses transmitted along such and such nerves has been
tracked and measured.” As stated on p. 124, this nervous
fluid radiates from man's body, being then called bio-
magnet ism, psychic force, sensibility, and motricity, <fcc. Its
energy has been measured by Crookes, by Baraduc, and
others. By its exteriorisation many of the phenomena
known as spiritualistic, or as psychical, as well as magical,
can be produced. De Rochas says in this respect that ‘ this
part of man which thinks and feels, and may detach itself
temporarily and enter into relation with discarnate states,
may also detach itself jjermanently, and survive the destruc-
tion of his physical body.’ +

That this vitality is substantial is known from the fact
that when exteriorised in zones around the body, it can be
felt as cold when the hand is inserted therein. It can be
stored in tumblers of water and other objects, inserted in
the exteriorised zones. It produces molecular disturbance
on photographic plates held therein, and impresses images
thereon when projected volitionally. It has been seen as
coloured, when exteriorised, by a number of sensitives, as
recorded by Reichenbach, by Luys, and by De Rochas. The
human doubles exteriorised by De Rochas, Dr. Bremaux,and
Mr. Younger, constituted of this nervous, psychic vitality,
have been seen and felt. The thought-form phenomena
projected through Eusapia Paladino have been shown to be
constituted therewith, and these were both seen and felt.
The phenomena produced by Dr. Moutin and others,
described on p. 399 (1897), show that this vitality carries
energy, or motricity, and may produce dynamic effects. The
substantiality of this nervous vitality constituting mans
soul is therefore indisputable.

On the other hand, it is now recognised by the psycho-
physiologists that ‘consciousness in man is the resultant of
a very great number of nerve impulses or nerve waves,
spreading in a mass of neurons.’” Though we cannot agree
with Ribot when he says that mind is material, yet it is
substantial, and he tells us that ‘it circulates through the
human system ; that the brain performs for the mind what
the heart performs for the blood. Some of his subjects saw
and described it circulating within man’s brain and nervous
system (Coates's ‘ Human Magnetism,’ p. 195). Dr. Berillon
says that ideas are presented to perception by sense impres-
sions from the external world, which react in the sensorium
of the brain, as light does on a sensitised plate, entailing
the reflection of an image representing its content. Professor
Boirac says that it is the electro-vital radiation from man
that is the medium of transfusion or transference accom-
panying suggestion. ‘It is the reaction of this transference,
which appears to be of an electrical character, that repro-
duces the transmitted idea in the subject.’ Dr. Moutin
calls this radiation ‘a psychic lever,’ and compares it to
induction entailing motor action through the subject's

* The etheric atmosphere, or vital not-self, from which man indraws
and absorbs this nervous vitality, has been recognised by Lodge and
Keely as being electro-magnetic, which fact is confirmed by the experi-
ments of Tesla and Marconi. Man may therefore be said to be a con-
denser or storage-battery of electro«magnetic energy.

t It should be noted that Mr. D. Youn%er describes, in his * Magnetic
Family Physician/ p. 99, ns far ba