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the work of the authors whose name it bears as we have to
claim that the ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress” is the work of John
Bunyan or that ¢ Paradise Lost” is the work of Milton.’

‘The Rock’ comes out vigorously in favour of the
reality of spirit-communion. In a prominent Article, on
‘ Modern Spiritualism,’ it says :—

The moment has arrived, in the opinion of many thoughtful
disciples, when Spiritualism should cease to be met with mere
ridicule, and rather be confronted with sober argument and
solemn warning. For the groups of occult phenomena are emerg-
ing slowly from the region of obscurity and unmixed imposture.
We no longer meet merely with excessively dubious pheno-
mena, and foolish guesses at their explanation. Out of the
amazingly dead level of the literature devoted to Spiritualism
and kindred developments of the occult, thoughtful and impor-
tant works emerge ; works which are either the product of pure
hallucination, or the symptom of a movement second to none
in its momentous issues. Such are the works of Professor de
Morgan and Judge Edmonds ; Mr. A. R, Wallace, F.R.S., and
Professor William Crookes, F.R.S. ; Mr. R. D. Owen and Mr.
Stainton Moses. These are able, informed, and for the most
part cautious, critics, whose works afford ample foothold for the
Christian student, without his resorting to the admitted perils,
and probable sinfulness, of practical investigation. That the
alleged phenomena never occurred, or never occurred under the
conditions reported, must, even to the philosophic sceptic of the
supernatural, border on the incredible. *The factls,” says Mr,
Wallace, ‘beat me.” Hence ridicule alone is useless with the
Spiritualist. He knows his facts. And those facts are daily
receiving wider and more skilled attention. The Society for
Psychical Research reports an investigation into the phenomena
of trance so carefully conducted, so fully informed, and so
truitful in its supernormal results, as to impel all already im-
pressed by earlier works, and not obstinately incredulous of the
supernatural, to the astounding conclusion that the world is
once again the stage of a miraculous drama.

What then? Is ‘The Rock’ at last on our side ?

By no means. Admitting all the facts, and having no
longer any doubt as to the reality of the manifestations, it
just as thoroughly adopts the devil theory, and, in answer
to the question, ¢ Who are behind these manifestations ?’
it says :—

Who but the demons that recoiled from before the Lord in
wilderness and synagogue,and whom He drove headlong among
the tombs of Gadara? Who but the spiritual vagrants foretold
by Paul (1 Timothy iv. 3), whose seduction should be veiled in
hypocrisy, and carry in its bosom the seeds of the final apostacy ?

There is a depth beneath the apparent foolishness and
triviality of the movement, which is organised, aggressive, and

subtle. If these impish, grotesque visitants be the
dead, the work of the séance is necromancy, and is hateful to

God.

We are quite content to leave the matter as it stands
here, simply remarking that the denial of the wisdom,
justice and goodness of God involved in this conclusion
appears to us to be positively shocking.

Concerning the murder of Mr. Terriss, the following
circumstantial story is told by ¢The Chronicle :—

Mr. Frederick Lane, who ‘understudies’ Mr. Terriss in the
part of Captain Thorne, had a peculiar story to tell. He said :
* I dreamt about this very thing last night, and when I came to
the theatre this morning for the rehearsal I told all the ** boys ”
about it. I dreamt 1 saw Mr. Terriss lying in the landing sur-
rounded by a crowd, and that he was raving. I seemed to see
it all, and then it all seemed to fade away. It was a horrible
dream, and I couldn’t tell what it meant.

‘I tried to forget it during the day,but to-night again, when
I came to the theatre, I was going down Bedford-street when
something seemed to say, ‘“Don’t go there.” I then went
around to Maiden-lane, and there I saw this man. T had heard
of him as being an old super, and I knew he was asking for M.
Terriss last night. His appearance struck me as peculiar. He
wore a big cloak, with a slouch hat. I, however, do not know
him, and he said nothing to me. I walked on, and then a few
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minutes afterwards I heard a great noise, and found that he had
stabbed Mr. Terriss.’

We have received a circular concerning the publication
of a new monthly in Cape Town, South Africa, to be called
“ Commonweal.” It is to be Spiritualistic and Socialistic,
The circular truly says that ¢there is a wide open door in
South Africa for a periodical to advocate the cause of
humanity.” We wish it success on that score, at any rate.

SPIRITUALISM IN HUNGARY.

By Arapf{r MApfcH.

I have long wished that I could tell you of some progress
which was being made by the spiritualistic movement in my
native land, in my beloved Hungary ; but until recently,
nothing occurred which, in this direction, would be of interest
to the English reader. At last, however, I can write of some-
thing which indicates a promise of improvement.

From the first Sunday of October we have had a spiritual-
istic weekly paper, ¢ Rejtelmes Vildg’ (Occuls World). For a
long time the cause slumbered with us. It is true that we
have had, from the 30th April of the year 1873, an association of
Spiritualists, ¢ Szellem bivdrok,” in Budapest ; but we failed
to interest the general public. This society, with its worthy
president, the illustrious physician, Dr. Adolph Griinhut, was
established not so much for propagating our views as for self-
culture. The monthly issued by the society entitled, ‘Re-
flexionen aus der Geisterwelt,’ in the year 1873, and * Reformi-
rende Biitter,” in the yvears 1878 to 1884, were written in
German. The members of the association are mostly German-
speaking inhabitants of Hungary, and as they did not care
much to propagate their belief, but only to improve their own
moral sentiments and culture, the movement did not take hold
of the Hungarian public.

Only slowly, from one family circle to another, did Spirit-
ualism make its way over our country among the Hungarian
population. The appearance of Hansen, the Dutch magnetiser,
in the winter of 1880, in Budapest, did more than anything
else in preparing some minds to listen to spiritualistic teachings.
The alleged detection of Bastian in Vienna by the popular,
easily deceived, young Crown Prince Rudolfus, and Prince
John, was injurious in some degree to the spread of our cause,
but, on the other hand, it roused public curiosity. And last,
not least, the anti-spiritist, Cumberland, alias Garner, was very
useful to our cause, notwithstanding his real intentions.

In 1884 appeared the Hungarian translation of the able
book of Alfred Russel Wallace, ¢ Defence of Modern Spiritual-
ism.’” The translator was myself, the writer of this little historie
sketch. The same year the Baron Miklés Vay wrote a little
book, ‘A Lélek Halhatatlansiga ' (The Immortality of the Soul);
and some essays appeared in the newspapers, mostly against the
movement.

It was not till last year that we Spiritualists ascertained
that we were more than we thought. To hold séances in Buda-
pest is now a veritable fashion. A circle is made with pen and
ink on a square foot of pasteboard, or thick paper ; the alpha-
bet 1s written round about in the circle ; the board is placed on
a small table, and in the centre of the circle a current silver
coin. Two of the assembled company each place one finger on
the coin, and a third invites with respectful words some known
spirit and puts a question. Very often the coin held by the
two fingers moves and goes from one letter to the other,
halting always near the required one. The questioner
writes down the letters where touched, and the whole answer
i1s read to the company. I think this use of two mediums
instead of one only is the chief cause of the recent progress
of the movement. A single medium is naturally held responsible
before a mnon-spiritualistic public for everything that occurs or
everything that is said, and it is not everybody who is willing at
first to accept this responsibility. But everybody is now trying
this method with two mediums, and if one of the two gets some-
thing interesting he becomes further interested and seeks and
finds an earnest circle in which he may be developed as a true
medium. Anyhow, it is certain that the public interest is
aroused.

Our weekly flourishes under the able editorship of the
Baron Jinos Mikos with the valuable assistance of Otto Hoff-
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mann. May this beautifully printed and elegant weekly flourish,
as the first Hungarian spiritual paper, and as a trathful recorder
of the movement in this country,where the Cause has slumbered
so long.

———

™. HOME-COMING.

The following, from ¢The Progressive Thinker,” by
Eben E. Rexford, might profitably be read by many a
fireside this Christmas time :—

14
.
.

,  When to the dear old home and those who love us '\\
: We come from wandering, how sweet it is
To feel the shelter of its roof above us,
To clasp warm hands, and meet each welcoming kiss !

Then we look round and see the dear old faces ;
We hear the voices loved in other days,

And memory fans the embers, grey with ashes,
Until the fires of friendship are ablaze.

“0O, welcome ! welcome !’ every voice is saying,

While kindling eyes are meeting, brimmed with tears,
And ¢ Welcome !’ all the echoes seem repeating

To send the cadence down the coming years.

Then we sit down and talk the old times over,
And not a heart among us all is old;

All unaware we’ve found youth’s long-sought fountain,
And drank the draught of which old dreamers told.

But by and by a silence falls about us,
Something i3 near us that we cannot see.

Have those who climbed the hills of heaven bhefore us
Come back, to day, to sit with you and me ?

Ilove to think the old-time friends are with us—
That earthly friendships thrill their true hearts yet.
Would heaven be heaven if loved ones were forgotten ?
In earth or heaven [ could not forget !

It is not very far—the world they weat to,

Since carth and heaven are sundered by a sod—
Across the distance of a low grave only ;

And they remember in the world of God !

Aye, they remember ! There is no forgetting
For those who know the endlessness of love.
Lift up your eyes when life’s last sun is setting—
Lo ! Memory's star shines in the blue above.

So while the living round the old hearth gather,
Greet we the unforgstten dead, and say,

‘ How fares it, friends of old? Since love remembers,
Clasp hands with us across the grave to-day !’

HOW HISTORY IS MADE.

In the recently-published °Life of Lord Tennyson,’ by his
son, this passage occurs : ‘ My uncle had grown more of a Spirit-
valist than ever, believing in table-rapping and in an unmusical
girl playing most difficult music on tho piano by invisible
influence ; and in an old gentleman having boen conveyed
through solid walls, all in a moment, and found in the court-
yard of a house a mile and a-half distant, the cates of which
were closed and locked.’

This, no doubt, refers to the transfer of Mr. Henderson from
Mr. Guppy’s house at Holloway, an account of which I gave in
‘Licar’ some little time ago. 1 saw Mr. Henderson shortly
after the event, when he was nol by any means an old man, but
about forty-five years of age, weighing, I shou.d judge, about
fourteen stone. The distance he was conveyed I understond to
be fwco and a-half miles. There is no mistake about Mr.
Frederick Tennyson, the uncle referred to, being an avowed
Spiritualist, for I remember reading a lengthy article from his
pen, in the ¢ Medium,” on some spiritual theme, I forget what.

Then there is the case of the mysterious transport of Mrs.
Guppy from Holloway to Lamb’s Conduit-street, which I also
gave you an account of in *Licxr.’ Dr. A. R. Wallace, in
incidentally alluding to the subject shortly afterwards, said
she was found standing on the table. In the account pub-
lished at the time in the * Medium,’ it was stated that Mrs.
Guppy was found lying on the table in the midst of the eight
persons who sat round it, in her slippers, with pen and memo-
randum book in her hands, just as she was missed at Holloway.
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A few months ago an Irish nobleman took a faney to a young
lady serving in a baker’s and confectioner’s shop in this town,
and married har. In all the papers throughout the country,
under the head of * A Romance of the Peerage,” the event was
raported ; but it stated that the bride had been an attendant
in a fancy bazaar. Their aces also were incorrectly stated, the
bride’s age being given younger than it really was, and his lord-
ship’s somewhat older. O her events [ have known incorrectly
reported.

Now, 1t does no mittor whather Mr. Hendersyn was a
young or cld man, or whether birs. Guppy was found lying or
standing on the table, or what kind of shop Miss lXmery (whoze
uncle I have known for {ifty ycars) was ssrving in; but the
inaccuracies I have p intel out and the obvious contiadictions
serve tothrow a light un the dizcrepancies and irreconcileable
statements that exist in Biblical and other historical works,
especially with regard to incidents which were not recorded
till long after their occurrence, secing that we find, with all the
advantages of printing machines, telegraphs, and stenographic
reporting, mistakes occurring even in our own time.

Iiastboarne. RoserT CoOPER.

ADVICE WANTED.

Some months ago, after having had various conversations
with a friend of mine on the subject of Spiritualism, I resolved
to try ¢ writing,” and upon my return home one evening, to my
agreat delight I found I could obtain it. For a time I perse-
vered most assiduously. I was extremely disappointed, how-
ever, to lind that almost without exception everything told me
was utterly untrue, and that the communicator was jeering at
me and apparently annoying me intentionally. I asked the
advice of a Spiritualist friend, who told me to persevere with
the writing. I did so for some time, but with the same results,
and subsequently I gave it up as a bad job. I should very
much like to know if any of your readers have met with the
same experience, and if so what course was adopted to remedy it.

Wisbech. N.G.J.

On Chiristmas day, a year or two back, we were experiment-
ing with * Ouija.” It wrote, * Mary is with you.” It was in the
hands of a young foreigner, who spoke only a few words of
Koglish, and who did nnt know wnat was written, nor under-
stand it ; and did not even know who * Mary’ was. He worked
the *Ouija’ alone, but I was sitting near him and earnestly
hoping that ‘ Mary’ might write. Was it probable that her
spirit really communicated ? or was it probably thought-trans-
ference from me?

I shall be very glad if anyone qualified to give an opinion
will kindly reply. :

Alton. S, M.

PHOTOGRAPHING THOUGHT.

Mr. Thomas Edison, jun., son of the great inventor, claims
to have invented a process for photographing human thought
by means of the X rays, hypnotism, & hard thinking man, and
a mysterious appliance, the seeret of which he carefully guards.
He has already succeeded, it is stated, in transmitting to a
hichly sensitised film an outline of a dollar, on which the
subject’s mind was closely centred.—* Daily Mail.’

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance,
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I divect that the said sum shall be paid free
from Lezacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as
may levally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

Most clildren grow up taking their crced on trust from
their parents. The little child thinks his father and mother
know everything, and that he has only to ask to be satisfied.
This childish faith is a very beaultiful thing in the young, and
we should grieve to see it dethroned ; but it becomes less
admirable as we ¢row older and develop into responsible beings.
Our duty then lies more in the direction of examining and sift-
ing than in tacit acquiescence.  We want to prove all things so
far as may be possible, and to hold fast to that which is good.—
* BipsTox.'
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REQUISITES FOR ACCURATE INVESTIGATION.

ON THE MENTAL CONDITION REQUISITE ¥OR APPRECIATING THE
Facrs, Axp COMPREHENDING THE TEACHING OF SPIRITUAL
PHENOMENA.

By AN OLp INVESTIGATOR.

(Concluded from page 608.)

No.. LL

When, by adopting and practising the mental condition
referred to in our last week’s article in *Li¢HT, we have
ascertained by repeated experiment that certain phenomena
occur, when certain conditions are adopted, we become almost
different human beings from what we were before we knew such
things were possible. Let us refer to some of these phenomena.

Material objects move and rise in the air, and are trans-
ferred from one locality to another without material contact.

This fact teaches that there is some force or power unknown
to the orthodox science of the day, and which produces these
movements of material bodies. What this force or power is, or
how it is produced, is not now the question. We may call it X
power, or give it any other name. At present we have merely
to consider the facts, and the facts are as stated above.

Nearly all those persons who are regarded by the average
public as the scientific authorities and teachers of the day are
not only entirely ignorant that such a power exists, but they
assert that it is impossible that what has occurred could occur.

This theory of impossibility can be put forward only by
those who are deluded by the conviction that thev know
everything.

The disccvery that a power exists which, under certain
conditions, will cause heavy material bodies to move without
contact was not made by the leading scientific authorities of the
day. These authorities denied the possibility of the phenomena,
which hundieds of persons testified to having witnessed.
They asseited that the phenomena, if they did occur, were
contemptible, were not likely to be of any use, and were
beneath their notice.

Those who made the discovery were persens whose belicf
was that they did nol know everything ; that facts were very
important things, and must be collected and tested in every
way. And they came to the conclusion that those who had
witnessed certain phenomena occur hundreds of times, were
better and more competent judges of the possibility of such
occurrence, than was the most distinguished professor who
denied the possibility of that which he had never secen, because,
according to the theories in which he believed, the facts could
not occur.

A mere schoolboy who had skated half-a-dozen times on a
frozen pond, would be a more competent witness as to the fact
of water becoming solid, in the form of ice, than would the most
cunning fetish man who had lived all his life in the Tropics. The
fetish man would, no doubt, regard the schoolboy as eredulous,
incompetent as a witness, or as a liar. DBut the schoolboy
would Znow that the fetish man was ignorant, and was pufled
up with the conviction of his own profound knowledge.

This is the condition which now exists between those who
during many years have been witnesses of spiritual phenomena,
and those who, never having seen anythiog, assert that no such
phenomena occur.

Persons who deny the facts belong to two utterly diflerent
classes of mind. First, the ignorant, unthinking man, who does
not know anything, and does not want to know. Second, the
scientific orthodox authority, who having carcfully studied
some particular branch of science, and become famous in con-
sequence of his knowledge of this special subject, imagines that
he is competent to give an off-hand decision on a subject of the
elementary laws of which he is entirely ignorant.

Some of our scientific professors are, no doubt, very clever
and very able men in their own special branch of science.
When, however, they assume that they are competent to
instruct experienced Spiritualists as to how they ought to
investigate spiritual phenomena, their remarks are as amusing
as though they informed the jockeys who were about to ride in
the Derby how they ought to ride the race on scientific
principles.

Thousand of years ago men must have observed that a vessel,
half full of water, would force off its lid or burst when the water
boiled, unless some means were adopted for allowing the steam
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to escape. Here was the power which now works our giant
steam engines, by aid of which we travel. What a contempt-
ible proceeding it would have seemed to the learned authorities
of a thousand years ago to find a man studying the effects of a
boiling kettle, and being so credulous as to believe that any-
thing likely to be of use to the human race, could result from
investigating such a thing.

The rising in the air, or even movement, of so humble an
article as a table, without material contact, proves that there is
some power at work. What is the limit of this power ? and
what are the laws by which it is governed ?

To the study of these laws hundreds of clear-headed,
practical men have devoted attention during the past fifty years,
and they have ascertained important facts about which the
learned men of the day know nothing.

Orthcdox, dogmatie, scientific authority never received so
severe a blow as when Mr. Faraday, in an ex-cathedrd
manner, stated that unconscious muscular action fully
explained the phenomena, and when he said that ‘ before we
proceed to consider any question involving physical principles,
we should set out with clear ideas of the naturally possible and
impossible.’

As a youth we had the advantage of being a pupil of Mr.
Faraday’s, and during a year wec altended his lectures on
chemistry. We were fascinated by his clearness of speech and
the accuracy of his experiments, and we regarded him with
veneration and considered him almost infallible.

Some fow years afterwards we had been witnesses hundreds
of times in our own house, and in the houses of relatives and
friends, of various articles, not of furniture only, but books,
papers, and other things moving without contact ; not a few
inches only, but from one end to the other of a large room.
To our astonishment and regret, our great authority, Faraday,
we found, had stated that unconscious muscular action was the
true explanation of the phenomena, and he refused to attend
as a witness to sce what took place; and so we became frec
from the baneful influence of authority.

Some thirty years ago we saw in London a remarkable
picture. In the middle distance was a huge gilded temple, in
front of which were some priests in magnificent robes.
Thousands of people were assembled to hear these priests, and
were exhibiting the greatest veneration. In the foreground
was Jesus Christ riding on an ass, and attended by some half-
dozen poorly-clad men. Not one of the crowd turned his head
cven to look at Him.

On the next afternoon we, with a friend, actended at a
private scance with Mrs, Marshall, who had rooms over a
sausage shop in Red Lion-strcet, Holborn. Our friend wished
to test whether he could obtain some information, relative to
a matter which had occurred some two hundred years
previously. Mrs. Marshall was in great power, and the table
at which we sat rose in the air, and raps were loudly given.
After some time the information which the friend desired was
given, and the means by which he could verify this. Both the
information and its verification proved to be correct.

On the following evening our friend joined us at a
conversarione at the house of a mutual friend, at which men
of science, art, and literature werc present, whese names were
famous not only in Ingland, but everywhere where the arts and
sciences were appreciated.

Our friend whispered to us, ‘It would astonish these gentle-
men if we were to tell them what we saw yesterday in the room
over the sausage shop in Holborn, and how much there is they
don’t know.’

Our own thoughts had gone back to the picture we had
seen, and we remembered that within two miles of the society
show, at which we were then present, phenomena had occurred
which might some day alter the views of the world, as much as
the small gathering in the foreground of the picture had
altered 1t.

Those persons who have carefully investigated, and have

been repeatedly witnesses of, spiritual phenomena, occupy a

unique position.  They may not be great mathematicians,
astronomers, chemists, electricians, or geologists ; but they do
know what has occurred in the presence of mediums, and hence
they know the possibility of such phenomena. If they are not
weak imbeciles, they will cling to their facts, in spite of the
assertions of all the scientific authorities that the asserted facts
are impossible, just as the schoolboy would cling to his know-
ledge that water could become solid ice, in spite of & whole tribe












