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laboratory as the other may be a matter for the divinity
school : but we give ourselves up to participation and pure
Joy. Yes, it is the lover and the disciple, and not the creed-
maker, who will understand our Advent sunshine best.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LIMITED.

“ Miss X.” (Miss Goodrich-Freer) has kindly consented
to give an address to the Members and Associates of
the Alliance, at 7 for 7.30, on the evening of Friday,
December 17th, in the French Drawing Room, St. James’s
Hall (entrance from Piccadilly). Her subject will be
‘ Hauntings,” and Colonel G. Le M. Taylor, who has taken
part in some of her investigations, will occupy the chair.

Tickets of admission will be posted to Members and
Associates ; and admission will be by ticket only.

In accordance with No. XV. of the Articles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected
after October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the
present year and the whole of 1898,

MR. BELLAMY'S VISIONS.

Mr. Edward Bellamy, in his prophetic romance, ¢Equality,’
has taken up the story and the theme of ¢ Looking Backward,’
and expanded it into a series of picturesof the new world that
is to be, when the conflicts between individualism and altruism,
every man seeking profit for himself, shall give place to the reign
of universal brotherhood, when the visions of socialism shall be
realised, and society shall be reorganised on a basis of fraternal
co-operation and common possession. It is an alluring prospect
—if it is ever to become fact the date of a.p. 2000 is far too
early ; 3000 or 4000 might be more probable. A rich and
glowing eloquence, as of some inspired seer, looking into
futurity, pervades many of the descriptions of Renovated
Society here given. It is to be an age when mechanical inven-
tion will be so far perfected that inter-communication, with or
without terrestrial or aerial locomotion, will be complete.

In one chapter, entitled Eritis sicut Deus, the author dis-
cusses the new forms of development that may be looked for
in religious life and thought. There is a glimmer of half-
veiled Spiritualism in this view of a time when the
increased knowledge of the spiritual realin will suffice
‘to turn the shadow of death into a bow of promise,
and distil the saltness out of human tears.’ ¢ Now-
adays,’ says the exponent of the new order, * as life advances to
its close, instead of being overshadowed with gloom, it is
marked by an access of impassioned expectancy, which would
cause the young to envy the old but for the knowledge that in a
little while the same door will be opened to them.’

There is a deep philosophy in the passage which I especially
wish to quote—a bearing on the method by which the true
Christian religion advances in the world, not merely by direct
conquest but by gradual infusion of a divine spirit into life,
which at last wakes up into a consciousness of its divine signifi-
cance and calls itself by its true name. I have turned round
one or two of the phrases in the following passage, in order to
change it from the historic to the prophetic form :—

¢ ¢“If we love one another, God dwelleth in us ;7 and mark
how these words are made good in the way in which the race
of men f_inds God. . It is not, remember, by directly, purposely
or consciously seeking God. The great enthusiasm of humanity:
which overthrows the old self-seeking order and brings in the
fraternal society is not primarily or consciously a Godward
aspiration at all. It is essentially a humane movement, It is
a melting and flowing forth of men’s hearts toward one another ;
8 rush of contrite, repentant tenderness, an impassioned’
impulse of mutual love and self-devotion to the commonweal.
But, ““if we love one another, God dwelleth in us,” and so man
finds it. ~And a moment will come, the most transcendent
moment in the history of the race of man, when with the
fraterna:l glow of this world of new-found embracing brothers
there will seem to have mingled the ineffable thrill of a diviné

participation ; as if the hand of God were clasped over the Joined
hands of men.

~So the blending of the divine and human will be accom-
plished, and so it will remain for evermore.’ (p. 241.)
If ¢ Equality ’ describes, as I think it does, an impossible

condition of society, yet the ideal it portrays is full of interest
and instruction. R.M. T
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‘MY WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.’

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. THOMAS ATWOOD TO THE MEMBERS
AND ASSOCIATES OF THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, IN
THE FRENCH DrawING Roon, St. James's HaLL, oN THE
EveExine oF Fripay, NovEMBER 26TH, 1897.

MRr. PresipENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—The import-
ance of the work which is the subject of my address is so
great that although I could perhaps speak with greater effect
extempore, I have thought it advisable to commit all that I say
to writing. I wish to avoid any loose or ill-considered state-
ments, and to weigh well my words before giving utterance to
them. It is my purpose to state only matters within
my own personal experience, omitting as far as possible all
theorising, and only indulging occasionally in a few thoughts to
which the various incidents I am about to relate may give rise.

Work for the undeveloped and darkened spirits is no new
thing. Most circles can tell of the many spirits seeking help
from them—help that I trust has been freely given in the great
majority of cases. It is not, however, of work done in circles
that I am going to tell you ; it is of work done alone in the
solitude of my chamber, of missionary effort by preaching and
prayer, of awakening brought about by the human voice carried
into the dark spheres, and conveyed by the machinery of the
unseen world to the sin-stricken soul, to men and women in all
states of consciousness, awakening the chords of memory, bring-
ing light into darkness, hope into the depths of despair, a desire
for life into the death—the living death—of the soul believing
itself lost for ever, and calling upon all to develop the divine spark
within ; that unextinguishable glow that shall yet blaze forth into
the brightest light and lead to progress to the glories of the sum-
merland. I intend to deal with the subject as exhaustively as
time will allow, and in the first place to detail the various steps
leading up to its commencement in November last, when, after a
period of preparation and sharp discipline, the work was laid
upon me, and I was bidden to commence it on the following
day, no previous hint of its nature having been given to me.
Link by link was the chain formed that binds me to this
missionary enterprise ; test after test was applied to prove my
fitness. I was tried as silver is tried, and not until I had been
proved was the signal given for me to commence my work.

Many of my experiences were painful ones. I will touch
as lightly as I can upon them, but it is vitally necessary for me
to prove my case up to the hilt, and I shall shrink from no
detail that I feel is necessary to that proving. Think for a
moment of what I am propounding : the power of a mortal to
summon the denizens of the unseen world to come from dark-
ness to light, and you will see that the fitness of the instrument
is an all-important factor, and needs to be most clearly demon-
strated if the truth of the proposition is to be admitted.

My former religious position may be very briefly stated.
For many years I was a Unitarian, my only creed the Father-
hood of God and the brotherhood of man. I believed in the
ultimate salvation of all God’s children ; that life after death
was one eternal progression, and, to use Tennyson’s words : —

¢ That nothing walks with aimless feet,
That not oue life shall be destroyed
Or cast as rubbish to the void
When God hath made the pile complete ;

That not a worm is cloven in vain,
That not a moth with vain desire
Is shrivelled in a fruitless fire,

Or but subserves another's gain.’

But I did not believe in the possibility of communion with
the unseen world, and I had the greatest, I think I may say,
contempt for anything akin to Spiritualism. I never studied
the subject, but was content to dismiss it in the usual way from
my thoughts. What good was it, even if there were something
in all these phenomena one read about ?

My domestic life was one of almost uniform unhappiness,
and I think I may safely say that for a period of twenty-eight
years I never had a single week’s continued happiness. I hasten
to say that the cause of this was my wife’s lifelong obsession.
How this arose I know not. She was greatly tried in early life
by a stepmother who delighted to work upon a naturally violent
temper, and I have learned since she passed over that she was a
powerful physical medium. When and how the obsession com-
menced I cannot say, but its reality I cannot doubt ; and it is, in
fact, the only reasonable explanation not only of much of her
conduct in earth-lifc, but of her totally changed nasure after
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These three extracts have an immediate bearing upon my
subject, and are the words of an experienced man. A great
deal of what I have to tell you is of so extraordirary a nature
that you may feel inclined to ask what mad enthusiast is speak-
ing to you. I am therefore glad to fortify myself at the outset.
But in reality my nature is a very sceptical one, and I some-
times fear that I doubt the reality of a good deal that is con-
veyed to me, unreasonably. Dut I must keep a level head and
only accept what is absolutely clear to me as truth. It hasever
been my aim since my spiritual birth, eighteen months ago, to
progress slowly and surely, even if by doing so I lag somewhat

behind. (To be continaed.)

EXPERIMENTS IN TELEPATHY.

By SAra A. UNDERWOOD.

During the winter of 1896-7 I made a number of experiments,
more or less successful, in mind-reading or thought-transference,
with the help of an intelligent young girl employed in the
house, whose name I will here give as Emma—the results of
which experiments I trus may prove helpful to others
interested in the investigation of the human mind and its
possibilities.

Our mode of operation was as follows : The percipient (the
one whose mind is held in passive state to catch the thought of

the other) sat with closed eyes, some distance apart from the

agent, or thought-sender, while she tried to get a mental
picture of whatever object the agent had in mind. As these
experiments were conducted with the sole view of satisfying
ourselves of the possibility of such thought-transference, our
manner of procedure was not perhaps such as would satisty
scientific investigators, and I am only stating our method so
that others can try what results can be got for themselves
through similar or more varied means. I wrote an account of
the different experiments on the days on which they occurred,
in a notebook from which I take the statements here given. In
order to give a clear idea of our procedure I mention our
failures as well as our successes in the results of our sittings.

My plan was this. There are few persons who have not had
the experience. when shutting their eyes either in the dark or
in daylight, of *seeing pictures,” very often of strange or ir-
relevant subjects passing before their mental vision. As both
Emma and I had had this experience, and taking into con-
sideration the discussion regarding ‘thought-waves’ or
‘ vibrations,” I wondered whether such pictures were not the
result of these outwardly invisible ¢ waves’'—and acting on this
possibility, decided to try, with closed eyes, to get in this way a
mental picture sent from the mind of the agent to the
percipient. I must say that our success was beyond my own
expectations.

My first experiments were made on December 20th, 1896.
I acted as the percipient, Emma as the thought-sender. She
said she would fix her mind on some object in the room in
which we sat. Asthe room contained a great deal of bric-a-brac,
pictures, &c., the chance of guessing the one thing selected
was very small, even if we had not been anxious to learn if
thought-transference were possible by this method.

I strove to keep my mind as quietly passive as possible,
trying only to note distinctly any picture presented to my
mental view. It wassome little time before any clearly defined
mind picture came. The first thing I saw was an odd-looking
heating apparatus, which was over a register, but I did not see
it very clearly. Then came distinctly the vision of one particu-
lar chair out of the half-dozen or more which the room con-
tained. I very much doubted this being the object selected,
but when I said, ‘I see only Mrs. A.’s chair,” Emma clapped
her hands in surprised delight, saying, ¢ Why, that is what I
tried to make you see !”” When I spoke of the first confused
picture of the heater, she said that that was what she at first
thought of fixing her mind upon, but decided later on the chair.

Experiment 2.—She wished me to see a certain photograph,
one of a number on a mantel ; I saw a confused heap of photo-
graphs, but not so as to distinguish one from another.

Experiment 3. —She held in her hand, concealed from view,
a small cup-like silver toothpick holder. I saw a white china
cup about the same size.

Experiment 4.—After I had seated myself, with closed eyes,
Emma brought from the kitchen a small plate containing several
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apples, over which she had spread a newspaper ; these she held
in her lap while I tried to get a mental impression. I saw at
first some empty fruit baskets. Next I could only see several
pitchers, such as were used to get the household milk. As she
declared that neither of these pictures represented what she had
in mind, I concluded that this experiment was wholly unsuc-
cessful ; and as I was somewhat tired, said, ¢ Well, we won’t
experiment any more to-day’; on which she remarked that she
had been wishing that I would get through soon, as it was about
time for the milkman to call and she had not got ready the
pitchers for the milk and cream, so she had not been able to fix
her mind as strongly on the plate of apples as she wished, on
account of worrying about the milk. Then I perceived that I
really had caught her dominant thought, which was in regard to
the pitchers.

Experiment 5.—December 21st. On this occasion Emma
acted as percipient, while I was the agent. When she was
seated, with eyes closed, and her back to the adjoining room, I
went into that room and took from a high mantel there a small
model of a cow, in earthenware. When taking it down it clinked
against something, hearing which Emma exclaimed, *¢Oh, I
hear that ! and I think from the sound it is a knife or spoon.
If it is either, don’t use it this time, for I shall be sure to
think of them.” I made no reply, but held the cow in one hand,
covered with a newspaper. I held in mind the thought of a
real cow facing her, and mentally said, ‘ Emma, look at that
cow coming toward you ! See how large its eyes are, and how
it lashes its tail !’ She sat quietly for a few minutes, then drew
back in her chair quickly, with a surprised air, as she asked,
‘Did you think of a cow?’ Then I told her to look at what I
held in my hand. She was much pleased, and told me she saw
the cow as a real one, in front of her, but walking backward
with its eyes fixed upon her, while its tail lashed from one side
to the other. It was of the brown colour of the small earthen
model.

We tried two other experiments on the same evening, but
with no success, two other persons having entered the room
while we were trying. We noticed afterwards that such inter-
ruptions interfered with our success. Why, I do not yet
understand.

Experiment 6.—December 24th. Emma was again the
percipient. After she was in position, in looking about for
some object to use in the experiment, I found an empty coffee
cup which had been left on a desk in an alcove. A friend at
the desk objected to my use of that, since there was a possi-
bility of the percipient guessing so common an object. There-
fore I wrapped it in a handkerchief and passed into the dining-
room adjoining to look for something more suitable, but not
finding what I wanted concluded to use the cup, which I still
held wrapped in the handkerchief. We sat for some time, but
Emma seemed unable to catch any distinct picture. Thinking
I might perhaps be too far away from her I went a little nearer,
putting the cup covered by the handkerchief behind me, still
mentally willing her to see the cup. But when she asked me
‘Is it a napkin 7’ I inferred that for some reason the handker-
chief was seen instead of the cup ; so, still keeping the cup

behind me, I removed the covering. She finally said she

thought it of no use to try further.
thing whatever ?’ I asked. *Only coffee cups,” she said, in a
disappointed tone. Then I showed her the cup. She was sur-
prised, and said she had seen a cup at the first, but knowing
that she had cleared away all the cups from the dining-table
before we began the experiment, and having heard me enter
the dining-room in search of an object, she had felt quite sure
that the mind picture was wrong, and so did not mention it.
Experiment 7.—1I took a silver table knife which I held in my
dress pocket, my hand clasping the handle in order to help me
to keep a strong impression of the object in my own mind.
Very soon Emma asked : ‘1s it a knife 7’ ¢See,’ I replied, as
I took it from my pocket. She then said that was like the
knife she saw in the mind picture, except that she could only
see the blade, the handle not showing. These two experiments
in which the handkerchief covering the cup suggested the
thought of a napkin, and my hand covering the knife handle
gave a mind picture of the blade only, are puzzling to my mind
as to the proper solution, but may give some other investigator
a clue to one of the underlying laws of thought-transference.
Experiment 8.—January 3rd, 1897. On first sitting down to
experiment I had concealed about me a small nickel clock which
I had chosen because I thought its brightness would help me

‘But have you seen no-










