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holier life, and rest our lives upon it ; and it becomes to us what
the Golden Rule is to the Christian, a pure, holy, sacred
principle. When we cease to make the Golden Rule one of the
essential things in this great religious edifice, I tell you
Spiritualism will go down, just as any religion will go down
thal is not based upon this.

We want a religion that takes hold of the hearts of humanity,
that feels that the human soul is worth more than all the
physical universe around us. Where is therc any religion in
the world that can touch the sympathies, that can touch the
hearts, that can draw out the emotions of human nature like
the assurance that our departed can come down to us and take
us by the hand, breathe into us their inspiration, and assure us
that the homes they have on high are homes where we can be
welcomed for evermore ?

We have only just been able to look over Dr. Peebles’
lively ¢ Epistle to the Preachers and Members of the
National Anti-Spiritualistic Convention " which was to have
slain Mediumship, and driven Spiritualism out of the field.
It appears that Moses Hull and the good Doctor had their
lips ¢ padlocked ’ by the Convention ; and these gentlemen
have had to fall back upon the printing press.

Dr. Peebles seems to have been more struck by the vitu-
peration of these champions of purity than by anything
else. He says :—

Accustomed as I am to association with physicians, cultured
scientists and the learned literary bodies of this country and
Europe, I say it with sorrow, I have not for years heard such
coarse profanity as I heard in the pulpit of the ¢ Church of God’
on Thursday last. Listen : ¢ Hellishness,” ‘The hell-holes of
séance-rooms,’ ¢ Damnable teachings,” ¢ Devilish doctrines of
Spiritualism,” If mediums are influenced, it is by the ‘devil and
his imps,” ¢ Vipers of hell,” * Damnable heresies.” Such pulpit
profanity shocked my sensitive nature, which is aflame with love
and charity. DBecloved brethren, try and shun such profanity,
such un-Christian, uncharitable language. When rude street
boys use such words as ‘hellishness,” ¢ hell-holes,” ¢ devilish,’
and ¢ damnable,” it is called swearing. Dear brethren, give
heed to Paul, ¢ But the fruit of the spirit ’—that is, Spiritual-
ism—*‘is love, joy, peace, long-sullering, gentleness, goodness,
meckness,” &ec.

These good people loudly called for mediums to come on
to the platform and perform. Dr. Peebles replies in kind.
¢Come now, he says, ‘comec now, yourselves, and be
weighed ” 1 —

Jesus said (Mark xvi. 17), ‘These sizng shall follow them
What signs, what tests?! They shall ¢cast out
demons,’ ‘speak with new tongues,” ‘take up serpents,” * drink
deadly things,” ‘lay hands on the sick,” &c. Brethren, you
say you are believers 1n Christ—do these signs follow you? No
twisting or dodging ! Last night you offered to give thousands
upon thousands of dollars to any medium who would come on
to your platform and give a spiritual manifestation. I follow
your example. One of the signs, one of the tests, of & believer
in Christ is * to take up serpents.” Now, I will put a box of
rattlesnakes on to your pulpit-platform. And if you Christ-
believing preachers will thrust your hand into that box and take
up those serpents, I will give your Convention 1,000dol. ; or if
your preachers, professed believers in Christ, will drink such
¢ deadly things’ as prussic acid, carbolic acid, belladonna, and
strychnine, a vial each, which I will hand ycu, and not be hurt,
I will give you 5,000dol.

The logic of the bet is hardly perfect : but it is perhaps
about as good as these rowdy reverends deserved,

The ¢Journal of the Society for Psychical Research’
has a new editor. In the light of recent disclosures, it is
perhaps significant that this new editor is Dr. R. Hodgson.

The Journal invites communications, addressed to him at
19, Buckingham-street, Adelphi, W.C,

We have received from the Pulvermacher Galvanic Co.
(Regent-street, W.) a treatise on ‘the seclf-application of
(Galvanism, by means of bands, hatteries and belts,” We
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cannot but think that an exceedingly useful invention was
ill-used in connection with the prosecution of a supposed
pretender some years ago. This lictle treatise is modestly
written, from a practical and business point of view; and
we are of opinion that it is on the track of a great truth.
Honestly and sensibly carried out, Galvanism s curative,

———

SPIRITUALISM AND THE PAGAN RELIGIONS.

It has often been pointed out in philosophical works that the
old pagan religions were founded on Spiritualism. Is this
indeed s0o? Now, to my mind at least, appearances give
eround for this opinion. I have already said in my previous
communication on ‘The Testimony of the Ages to the Existence
of Spirits’ (* Lrcut,” No. 851) that the belief in the existence of
spirits, and in their intervention in the sphere of our earthly
life, as well as the practice of evoking spirits, may be traced
back to the most remote antiquity. The traditions of pagans
are in perfect harmony with those of Jews and Christians ; and
with the Romans this belief was a dogma of their religion. The
Romans were convinced that the souls of the dead never forsook
the members of the family to which they had belonged. They
watched over them ceaselessly, protccting them when they
judged it necessary.

The souls of the dead were of two kinds, the * Lemures'
and the *‘Larvic.” The Lemures continued to dwell in the
house which had been their home during life, and were the souls
of those who had led irreproachable lives. As for the Larve,
tormented by the memory of their crimes and of their ill-
regulated lives, they passed a disturbed and anxious existence
in wandering round the house they had once occupied. Wander-
ing ever hither and thither, they appeared sometimes to members
of their family or household. Thus Caligula was seen by his
gardener and others, who were struck dumb with terror. It
was necessary to have recourse to certain ceremonies, in order
to control these spirits, and prevent them from disturbing the
tranquillity of inoffeusive persons.

Again, those who in their lifetime had been victims of
injustice or persecution, returned after deatk to torment and
terrify their persecutors. The famous Roman historian, Livy,
tells us that Virginia appeared several times after her death,
and pursued pitilessly all those who had by their threats of
violence driven her father to save her honour by assassinating
her. These Larvie may be compared to the ¢ spirits in purgatory’
of the Christians.

The Lemures also appeared sometimes on the domestichearth
to those who possessed their affection. But these were not
‘gpirits in purgatory,” but simply ¢ revenants.” Ranking
above the Lemures were the Lares or domestic spirits, viz,
Lemures who by services rendered to the family had made
themselves worthy of becoming the protecting divinities of the
house. The Penates again were of a superior order to the
Lares, and there was in every Roman house, whether rich or
poor, a chapeldevoted to their worship.

Now all this is pure Spiritualisin, and gives, in my opinion,
ample support to those philosophers who maintain that the
ancient pagan religions were founded on Spiritualism. To those
who say that in these days of civilisation we donot enjoy the
privileges of the ancients I reply that contemporaneous Spirit-
ualist doctrine (or spirit teaching) proves by facts that moderns
in every quarter of the globe, who have by means of mediums
consulted spirits on this point, have positive assurance that they
arc surrounded by numbers of spirits, who watch over them in
exactly the same way as the Lares, the Lemures and the
Penates watched over the ancient Romans.

In addition to this the Christian religion also teaches that our
parents, our children, and our friends watch over us ceaselessly
from Heaven, and that each one of us has his * guardian angel,’
whose duty it is to inspire us with good, and to lead us into the
richt way. Are not these the Larvie, the Lemures, the
Pcnates of the pagans ?

In my opinion, fthen, the beliefs of pagan antiquity, and
those of to-day, are identical in everything but in name.

Gajsin, Russia. JoserH DE KRONHELW.

Broovspury AND VICINITY.—‘ LIGHET’ may always be
obtained of Mackenzie and Co., 81, Endell-street, Shaftesbury-
avenue.
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sentient life apart from the body. If it can do so for a few
moments, why not for all eternity? Only those who have had
similar experiences can know what a prison-house the material
body can become even when, to all appearance, in good health.
But should not different terms be used to describe the ¢ double’
according to the two states of consciousness? If partial or
complete consciousness remains with the spirit in the material
body, then the term * double’ seems very suitable to describe
the more or less perfect representation of this ghost-like
representative of oneself away from the body. DBut when the
complete consciousncss is with the ‘double,” so that it feels
like the liberated spirit, would not the term *spirit’ be then
more appropriate ? W. (ILFrRACOMBE).

A STORY OF BEWITCHMENT.*

It may be interesting for the readers of ¢ Lianr’ to know
that the lady who is responsible for this, the latest romance of
occultism, belongs to a group of transcendental students, the
leader of whom is her husband, M. Ernest Bose, the compiler
of several encyclopredic works on art, archilecture, and
archreology, but of recent years a convert to occult philosophy,
as it is interpreted in France. To thisconversion we owe some
interesting, though not, perhaps, first-rate, presentations of
occultism in India and Kgypt. The organ of the group is a
monthly publication, entitled, ¢ La Curiosite.” Established
originally at Nice, the little school is not, we fancy, recog-
nised by that of ‘Papus,” the most influential and erudite of
French esoteric bodies, but a certain exclusiveness, suggesting,
if not supporting, the idea of rivalry, is perhaps characteristic
of all, or such at least is the impression when they are viewed
from without.

It must be confessed that Madame Bosc has considerable
literary facility, and her story is readable enough, though a
little tame ; it has the magical apparatus in abundance, but not
the magic touch. We are glad, on the whole, that it does not
jossess conspicuous merit, or exercise uncommon fascination,
for it belongs to an order of fiction which would encourage, if it
could, a belief in the literal sensc of black magic and its name-
less iniquities. IHerc are diabolical apparitions, pacts tacit or
pacts explicit, elementary spirits, half homunculus, half vampire,
and bewitchments by means of waxen images, with effects
scarcely less potent than prussic acid. It is all too crude
and too obvious to carry any conviction, but it can serve no
tolerable purpose to present the infamies of old sorcery in the
light of an exact science. Madame Bosc's fallure, 1s, in fact,
due to her lack of any real motive, ethical or artistic. She
seems conscious of this deficicncy, and seeks Lo supply
it in a prologue and epilogue explaining the significance
of her story; but lere also she transmits no strong
impression, except that Iirebus and a personal devil in the dis-
guise of a varlet do not seem to work in well with recent
fashions in Theosophy. We could, however, forgive Madame
Bosc were it not for M. J. Marcus de Veze, who has pre-
faced, annotated, and postfaced her story. 1If these be French
methods they are still not a little ridiculous. We are promised
more of this sort of thing, for the chief characters of *L'Envoiite-
ment’ are to incarnate in another romance, and both these are
but part of a ‘diabolical and infernal series,” to be followed
by yet another series, as we infer from the title. But life is
too short surcly, and Madame Bosc accepts herself much too
seriously.

— —— - - —

GENTLEWOMAN, earnest inquirer into Spiritualism, would be
glad to join private circle; slightly mediumistic.—Address,
‘ Inquirer,” Office of * Licnr.’

CamBerWELL.—‘ M. .J.” would be pleased to have a circle in
his house on religious lines, if he could get one or two to join
him.—Address, ‘M. .1.,” 227, Camberwell-road.

Morsg's LiBrary, Loxpox, N.W.— The usual Wednesday
evening meeting was held here on the 17th inst., when the
control of Mr. Morse delivered an address upon ‘The Psy-
chology of Xvil.” The topic proved a most interesting one, and
‘* Tien ’ developed all his well-known ability in dealing with it,
his keen reasoning and felicitous illustrations divesting the
matter of the abstruseness that might have been naturally
expected to be associated with a topic of such a character. There
was an excellent attendance, and a successful winter season
will again be the case with these much-appreciated gatherings.

* ¢L'Envoitement.” Par MADAME ERVEST Bose, Avec preface, notes
¢t postface, par J. MArcrs pE VEezr, DParis: Chamuel, 1808,  Price
3fr. 50c.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

(The Editor is mot responsiole jor opinions expressed by correspondents
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose of
presenting views that may elicit discussion, ]

An Offer of Work.

Sir,—There are probably many of your readers who have
‘time on their hands,” and who would like to do a little work
for The Alliance. Here is an offer of work which almost any-
one could do : —

I have a collection of cuttings, all referring to Spiritualism,
which have been long waiting to be pasted into a book. Many
of these are exceedingly interesting and scarce ; and I am dis-
posed to think that if they were put into a book (and afterwards
indexed) for the Alliance Library, the volume would become
increasingly interesting and valuable,

But I see no chance of my doing it now, and most of my
friends are nearly as hardworked as I am. Will anyone with
leisure offer to undertake this bit of work—to paste in the cuttings
or to index : or both ? It would, I should say, be very interest-

ing to anyone who had sympathy with the subject, and time.
216, South Norwood Hill, S.E. J. Pace Hopps.

A Special Request.

Sik,—May I ask the favour of making a request to your
readers on a matter in which, doubtless, many will be delighted
to co-operate with me ? Itis this: Will any friends possessing
authentic specimens of spirit writing—on paper or slates—-
articles brought into circles by spirits, spirit photos, casts of
materialised hands, feet, &c., drapery, or any article illustrative
of the power of spirits over material conditions, loan me the
same for a short time, for the purpose of making lantern slides,
to illustrate a lecture upon the ‘Phenomena and Facts of
Spiritualism ’ ?  If any friends who will do me the favour will
write to me first, saying what they can send me, I will at once
reply and make any necessary arrangements. I desire to create
as perfect a set of illustrations as possible, as we are on the eve
of our Jubilee year. J. J. MogsE.

Florence 1louse, Osnaburgh-street, London, N. W.

Communication with the Living.

Sir,— Will you kindly find space for a few more words on
the subject of * Communion with the Living, through the medium
of the ** Ouija” ' ?

Since the appearance of my letter in ‘ Licut,” a few weeks
ago, I have been overwhelmed with letters from all parts, asking
me every sort of (uestion on the subject. I have replied to a
oreat many of them, but finding it quite impossible to reply to
all (especially as I am just launching o new book), I take this
opportunity of informing the many readers of ‘LicET’ that
the *Ouija,” or Kgyptian talking bhoard, is, I believe, to be
obtained at Whiteley’s, Westhourne-grove, W., with instruc-
tions how to use it.

I should be glad to know the experiences and opinions of
some of your readers as to this form of telepathy. Since I
wrote to you I have constantly sat with a friend and conversed
with one or two living people through the ¢ Ouija’; only yester-
day I did so, and held a long conversation with another friend,
just as if he were present ; and I have also seen the same
thing occur in table-turning at Brighton to a party of people
whom I introduced to the * Ouija.’

Harrington Hotel,

Harrington-road, S.W.

(Mrs.) F. A. BARKLY.

Christ's Resurrection Body.

Sir,—I am very far from wishing to dogmatise on a subject
which is beyond all proof, and yet I feel that I must venture a
reply which is hardly more than a suggestion te Mr.Tomlinson’s
question in a recent number of * Licut.” I have always con-
ceived of the body of our Lord, while on earth, as consisting of
a greater proportion of the purely spivitual over the astral. or
cthereal, than that of ordinary humanity. This seems to be
proved by the ease with which He could put away His mortal
body, and appear as a spirit, as He did at His Transfiguration,
and when walking on the sea.

This theory would, I think, make the speedy disappearance
or indrawing of His natural body in the grave, quite in order.
In the case of ordinary men and women, where the astral or









