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Eternity is simply God’s opportunity, and it is also the field in
which souls grow from bud to blossom and from blossom into
fruit. It is a mistake, therefore, to say that a man is dead,
for he merely goes out of one house into another.

All that is New Testament doctrine, and its effect on the
reader is somewhat startling. If he cannot believe what he
reads he is sorry for himself, because the moral effect of faith
is 8o much higher than the mcral effect of unbelief. You can-
not deny that he who reasonably looks forward to a better life
is altogether a happier man, and has a nobler set of motives
than he who shuts the door of the tomb on his dear one with
the conviction that his love has come to a sudden and untimely
end. If he does believe that the Christ told the truth about
the other life he is like a traveller who wearily climbs the hill,

sure that the journey is not yet finished, and having reached .

the summit, sits down to refresh himself with the glorious
prospect of hill and valley and sky which until that moment
was shut out from view.

A contemporary informs us, with great glee, that Sir
John Lubbock has been ‘¢ teaching a dog to read.” He took
two pieces of cardboard, one of which he left blank, and on
the other of which he printed ¢ Food.” The ¢ Food’ card
was always placed on the food saucer with food, and the
blank card on an empty one. After being accustomed to this,
the dog was told to bring his card for food. If he brought
the blank one, he got none, but had the card thrown at
him. In that way he learnt to regularly bring the right
card. Then the lesson was expanded. Other cards had
requests for Tea, Bone, Water, &c., printed on them. Then
our contemporary says :—

He had learnt that bringing a card was a request, that a
plain card meant failure and opprobrium, but to distinguish
between the printed words, and to attach the right meaning to
a given symbol—in short, to read—took some time, but was at
length attained, and Van could read ‘¢ Out,’” ‘ Bone,” *Water,’

‘Food, and ‘Tea,” and would bring the right card with his
printed request when he had a desire for that particular thing.

Those last words are surely nonsensical. There could
not possibly be any knowledge of the assumed fact that the
dog distinguished between the various words, or that by
bringing a particular card ‘he had a desire for that particular
thing.” All that is proved is that a dog could be laboriously
trained to bring a card with something printed on it.

‘A Catechism of Palmistry,” by Ida Ellis (London :
George Redway), presents the subject in a novel form.
In the ordinary books, the writer sets forth his subject in
his own way, writing from his own knowledge and point of
" view : but, in this work, the writer tries to think the matter
out from the readers’ point of view, or, at all events, to
present her knowledgein the form of response to inquiries.
We are not able to verify or criticise her conclusions : all
we can say is that the book is tersely and lucidly written,
that it is keenly practical, and that the nineteen Plates,
though not exactly works of art, are distinctly enlightening.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANGCE.

A Meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the
London Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French
Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly),
at 7 for 7.30 p.m., on ZFriday, November 26th, when Mr.
Thomas Atwood will give an address on ‘ My Work in
the Spirit World.” Mr. Atwood has had, we believe, some
very striking experiences, and his narrative will be one of
unusual interest.

In accordance with No. XV. of the Articles of Associa-
tion, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected
after October lst will be taken as for the remainder of the
present year and the whole of 1898,
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by Mr. Wirbatz, 18, New Kent-road, S.E.
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CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY.

With reference to this topie, discussed some few weeks
ago by Mr. Tomlinson and others, I had intended with
your permission to write a full reply, venturing to include
my own views on this subject.

The admirable essay on this matter by ¢C.C.M.," in your
issue of August 21st, entitled * Immortality and Survival,’
leaves me little to say on the point, for with careful perusal
the reader will find that ¢C.C.M.” sums up the matter
completely. This essay I commend, indeed, to the reflective
readers of ‘LicaT.” More scholarly philosophers than I, will,
doubtless, appreciate forms of expression abstruse to me, but
carrying with them due logical sequence and acumen, inducing
a vitality of thought never absent from pure rational inquiry.

The burden of this essay is to point out that Christianity is
the doctrine of Individual Immortality because it is the doctrine
of ¢ the whole,” and ‘C.C.M.’ proceeds logically and scientifically
to prove this as being a law of Nature not now disputed. But
this law of Nature must be followed in order to reach ‘the
whole’; ¢the whole’ must be here wherewith to reach, or the
consciousness is not complete. Without complete conscious-
ness or ‘totality of state’ the whole man is not there, only
divided consciousness, divided action, and so forth.

Now all these philosophic subjects as pointed out have been
the great burden of the writers of what are called abstract
themes for centuries. The telepathy of so-called modern
discovery is but a modern re-adjustment of philosophic teach-
ing, and certainly points to the condition of our survival
rather than to the fact. We have still to take much *on faith,’
as the astronomers do in calculating the position and date for
the re-appearance of a planet, but ‘faith’ is a condition of
mind, the outcome of its sub-conscious contact with the *sub-
stance of the thing hoped for,’ for faith is of the substance of
the thing itself that we long for, or the faith could never make
its way through to our feelings. The greater the faith the nearer
the touch. This faith in eternity, which we nearly all have
more or less, impresses us with the belief in immortality, but
the question still remains whether the immortality we mostly
attain cap carry us beyond the next sphere of existence, as
proven by telepathv, mesmeric and mediumistic phenomena, yet
still * no abiding city.’

The subject of all ‘ religion’in the Bibli« of the world seems
in essence similar, directed doubcless to the mass of mind where
the Revelation was locally delivered ; but, without entering on
the very interesting topic of the instructive external differences
of the various theologies and theogonies implying an fond a
Supernal Unity, we may be satisfied that they tend to the same
end, to teach man how he can become Immortal ; not merely
by the natural process of death, and the concomitant one of
disintegration or decomposition, retaining, perhaps, only
partial consciousness and belonging to that principle, which, as
stated by Theosophists of old, as well re-stated by those of
to-day, may be in each individual the most alive at death.

If we take the cise (rare, happily) of an ignorant and un-
instructed man or woman (in any sphere of life ignorant
people are to be found) who have deliberately, willingly, con-
sciously chosen evil and followed it all their lives, and lived
absolutely only for the gratification of the senses ; the first
punishment might be suffering of the body in old age; this
probably might be all ; the conscience and heart would long ago
have atrophied, to speak medically, and these voices would not
have tormented by any reproaches. Such persons departing
this life would have nothing fully alive left at the death of the
flesh and there would necessarily ba the second death or entire
cessation of self-consciousness, and at the disintegration of the
body that man or woman as ‘a whole’ would be decomposed
and ‘lost.” Such might happen to a ‘soul’ on the downward
grade.

In the case of a man or woman having full consciousness
and no ignorance of his psychical and spiritual nature, and yet
living only for self and using their knowledge for evil purposes
willingly and deliberately, these principles, instead of having
atrophied from want of use, would be keenly alive at death,
ard they, therefore, as such, could endure the sufferings
appropriate to plane and condition consciously apart from the
body. The body as a body cannot suffer per se at physical death,
as we all know. It is with the willing and enlightened sinner
that the sacred Scriptures deal, not with the ignorant man.
‘Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.” The
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SOME ABNORMAL EPISODES.

By AN OLp CORRESPONDENT.

(Continrved from page 530.)

I1I.

The materialisation séance to which I have before alluded
was held on the evening of September 21st last in the house of
my friend, Mr. Glendinning. The medium was Mrs. Titford,
with whom I have often sat before, and always with most satis-
factory results. Unfortunately on this occasion the medium,
who was just recovering from a very severe and dangerous
illness, was not at all in her usual good form for this somewhat
abnormal kind of psychical manifestation, and it was an hour
after the time arranged before she was able to appear. Before
she arrived, I had an opportunity of going over Mr. Glen-
dinning’s collection of spirit photographs taken both
by the hand and the camera, and which were to me
extremely interesting. On Mrs. Titford's arrival the circle
was formed in the usual manner, and consisted of eleven
persons, including myself and three near relatives who had at
my request accompanied me. After a short time the circle was
re-arranged, and nearly every member of it changed in response
to a series of raps apparently emanating from an intelligence
under the table. A good deal of time elapsed ere the medium
went into trance, but as soon as this happened she was laid on
a couch placed immediately behind myself and the lady who zat
next me (a near relative of my own), and through the entire
séance Mrs. Titford’s heavy breathing was (uite audible to both
of us. At the request of the control the gas was then extin-
guished. The wmanifestations were very slow in coming,
which did not surprise me, knowing the physical condition of the
medium. At length, when we had almost despaired, the *sweet,
small voice’ of ¢ little Harry’ was heard, and he informed us that
the medium’s strength was so far gone that he would have to take
a ‘lot of power’ out of the circle to produce any result.
‘Indeed,’ * Harry’ said, * we thought she would have been with
us altogether last week, although now rather better.” ‘Harry’
then said to me, ‘Mr. , there 1s a gentleman with a
white beard and moustache standing behind you, and his name
is Mr. T.’, whereupon, I at once recognised a dear and valued
friend, now on the other side. Next he informed me of the
appearance of a young lady, with ringlets, whose Christian
name was a very peculiar one, beginning with S, which he
ultimately was able to give us quite accurately. This was also
correct and referred to another relative who passed on some
ten or twelve years ago, and who has once materialised
to us at a former séance with another medium. ‘Harry’
then said: *F. is here, and will show himself to you
to-night.” This was the dear youth who spoke to e at the
séance the preceding night with the other medium in the north-
west of London and bade me good-bye for twenty-four hours.’
Shortly thereafter he came up behind me with a luminous slate
in his hand and showed me his features, which were fairly
visible though not so good as on a former occasion when he
materialised and spoke to me through the mediumship of
Mrs. Titford, but his identity was rendered unmistakable by a
very peculiar sound he used to make with his mouth when in
earth life and which he now reproduced. He kissed me, and I felt
his warm breath and cheeks, as did also the lady by my side, to
whom he also went. He then went to one of his brothers who was
sitting about a yard from me, and caressed and embraced him, and
also, at this brother’s request, pinched his ear with a little
hand just as he used to do in earth life. * Harry’ then said to me,
“ He wnust go for a little till he gets power to go to the opposite
side of the circle to show himself to his other brother, Mr. D.’
This was very kind, as the brother in question had never seen
him materialise before. ‘HMHarry’ then took up a luminous
slate, and showed himself to myself and the twc sitters beyond
me, and then he moved to the piano and played a lttle tune,
which Mr. Glendinning informed me was that of a pathetic song
sung to him at a séance some years ago when he (Mr. G.) and
another of his family, now also sitting with us, were both
present.  Some little chaff was here indulged in. and
‘Harry’ said he regretted he did not bring his music
with him. He then addressed e, saying: ¢ Mr. .
there is a tall gentleman here who says his name is Dr.
M., and who sends his love to you all ; hut he wishes you
would not walk so much, as you will overtire yourself.” I at

Lol G HLT.

(November 13, 1897.

once recognised this as my dear old friend and physician, who
passed away twelve years ago, and who has more than once
given me messages at other séances. But the convincing part of
the message was that during a fortnight’s residence in the high
Peak of Derbyshire I had done a deal of walking, and on two occa-
sions, at least, had certainly come home very tired. Neither
Mrs. Titford nor anyone in the circle knew aught of this, yet
here was my ‘deceased ' medico very much alive, and eager for
my welfare as when on earth. That ¢ hard-worked institution’ the
‘ subliminal consciousness,’ can hardly account for this episode
or for the one which followed, for ‘ Harry ’ then said, ¢ You had
a grand wedding party at your house last year, and F. and I
were there. There were also lovely presents.’ I said, **‘‘ Harry,”
were vou at the church?’ ¢No,’ he replied ; * we were only at
the house.” The F. referred to was the youth who had just
shown himself by the luminous slate to three of his surviving
rclatives, and he now appeared to his other brother, D., on the
opposite side of the table, kissing and embracing him, as he did
to the others. 1 may here say the fact of the marriage was
certainly unknown to Mrs. Titford, and also to Mr. Glendinning,
as it did not take place in London.

Next followed descriptions by ‘Harry’ of certain relatives
of Mr. Glendinning, also present, but unable to use the luminous
slate, and which descriptions Mr. Glendinning informed me
were quite accurate. One of these, stated to be his daughter,
he said stood behind his chair, drew his head against her
breast, which was covered by very soft drapery, stroked his
head with her hands, and kissed him repeatedly on the head,
brow, cheek, and lips. The spirit hand was small, soft, warm,
and delicately shaped like the bhand of a young girl, while he
also informed me that the hand of the medium is longer and
hardened somewhat by constant attention to her domestic duties
and the care of her three children.

¢ Harry ’ then told us the power was exhausted, and bade us
all good-night, at the same time requesting my lady relative
who sat next me to rub the hands of the medium and bring her
round. This lady informmed me that on going to the medium
she found her cold and almost cataleptic, her hands firmly
clenched, and very stiff, but after some rubbing and the gas
being re-lit she came out of trance, and in a little while resumed
her normal condition.

Materialisation is a very abnormal form of psychic mani-
festation, and personally 1 prefer other modes of communica-
tion, but having often witnessed it with various mediums, I can
assuredly say that though sceptics may carp and scoffers may
sneer, yet parents like myself, who have parted with children
through death, rejoice that in the providence of God there is a
door ajar through which they can have such communion with
their loved ones who have gone before, and those immediately
belonging to me who were present on this occasion feel deeply
grateful to Mrs. Titford as the human instrument through whose
great kindness we were privileged to enjoy a much-prized
blessing.

Before I close, permit me to say that though we may hold
that the people on ‘the other side’ abstracted and returned
the money on what we conceive to be sound evidence, it is
hardly to be expected that manifestations of this kind can be
readily believed ; but the facts were as stated, and can be
proved by credible witnesses who have no motive to invent or
exaggerate events of this kind. The main incidents relative
to the money occurred, no doubt, in my absence from home,
but the gold was there on my return, and I have every confi-
dence in the statements made to me as to these abnormal
occurrences, which were also referred to at the first séance I
had in London, where George Thomson appeared and disclaimed
his responsibility for the occurrence. Should any further
episodes of a similar nature occur they will at once be com-
municated to the Editor of ¢ LicHT.’

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance,
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid free
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

Paris.—* LicET ' may be ohtained from Mons. Leymarie, 12,
Rue du Sommerard.



























