


034

minds in “The Circle of the Higher Harmonies”’ have
arranged for the employment of the spirits from ‘the slums.’
Nobody will question the purpose of ¢The Circle of the
Higher Harmonies,” and everybody will wish them success ;
but we do not see that this touches the question of the
validity and utility of the ¢antics with furniture, &c.’

Tt may be unspiritual, on our part, but we confess to a
tendency to put very high value indeed upon phenomena
which, here and there, it appears to be the fashion to run
down. We ¢call nothing *‘common or unclean.”’

‘ The Lady’s Walk,” by Mrs. Oliphant (Methuen and
Co.) is a story with a decidedly unconventional ending.
The heroine does not marry the hero, but graciously
accepts an extremely handsome present from him—a home;
and goes on keeping it for her people. ‘The Lady’s Walk’
is a walk in which the footsteps of an ancestor of the
heroine are always heard—except when death is near. It
is a prettily told story, but with the inevitable ghastly
horror in it.

A story, entitled ¢ The ship’s doctor,” is added,—deftly
enough written, but with a rather foolish ending. A
rejected lover bolts from the lady, in an agony of distress,
and with the announcement that he is going to Greenland
as doctor in the Pretty Peggy, a whaling boat. The lady
is wretched ; and when, long aftir, the Pretty Peggy is
signalled as returning, she is there, but is crushed with the
news that the ship doctor is dead. ¢Sightless, open-eyed,
and miserable,” she staggers home, only to fall into Willie's
arms. The young roguz had not gone in the Pretty Peggy
after all, but had comfortably settled ‘very advantageously’
in an inland town. And the almost tragedy ends in a thin
Joke—and a wedding. The price of the book is 6s. It
would have done very well at 6d. But, then, as we have
said before to-day, these stories are rather wasted on us.

Who wrote this? It matters not. What a message
from the great Over-soul it is: and how palpably true
during the late enchanting days !

A haze on the far horizon,
An infinite, tender sky,
And ripe, rich tints in the cornfield,
And wild geese, sailing high,
And all over upland and lowland
The charm of the golden-rod, —
Some of us call it autumn ;
But others call it God.

LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A Meeting of Members, Associates, and friends of the
London Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French
Drawing Room, St. James’s Hall (entrance from Piccadilly),
at 7 for 7.30 p.m., on Friday next, November 12th, when Mr.
F. W. Thurstan, M.A., has kindly consented to give an

Address on the very interesting subject, ¢ The Sense of
Inner Companionship.’

In accordance with No. XV. of the Articles of Associa-
twon, the subscriptions of Members and Associates elected

after October 1st will be taken as for the remainder of the
present year and the whole of 1898.

BrITiSH PERENOLOGICAL AssocIATION. —The annual confer-
ence of this association will be held at Essex Hall, Essex-
street, Strand, London, W.C., on Tuesday, November 9th.
The conference is not confined to members, but is open to all
phrenologists who apply for programme and card to the hon.
sec., 64, Chancery-lane. A public meceting will be held at
7.30 p.m.; admission free. The programme will consist of
addresses, public character-delineations, lime-light illustra-
tions, &c.

LoNnoN (ELEPHANT AND CASTLE).—* LIcHT ' is kept on sale
by Mr. Wirbatz, 18, New Kent-road, S.E.
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SPIRIT TEACHINGS.

By AvutoMATIC WRITING THROUGH THE HAND OF
W. StaiNTON MOSES.

THIRD SERIES.

[Mr. F. W. H. Myers having kindly sent me, by permission of
the executors of Mr. Stainton Moses, three volumes of
automatic writing given through his mediumship, I wish to
preface the third series of ‘ Teachings’ by saying that as
much of the matter which has now come into my posses-
sion hLas already appeared in ¢ Spirit Teachings,’ * Spirit
Identity,” and in former numbers of ¢ LicHT,” the messages
I am now deciphering will necessarily, in places, be dis-
connected in order to avoid needless repetition. Further-
more, absolute continuity is impossible, as the messages are
written in so small a hand that even with the aid of a
magnifying glass I cannot decipher all the passages, and the
peculiarity of some of the writing adds to the difficulty.—
M. SPEER.]

No. LXXIT,
MArcH 291H, 1874,

We were talking much of that materialisation last night.
Can you tell me about vt ?

It was doubtless a great proof of power. The spirits
concerned derived help from many sources. And they
were successful in their endeavours.

It was a case of materialisation ?

We bave not before witnessed one so complete. Such
are rare, as we have told you. And the conditions are
precarious.

Clan you tell me how it vs done?

The process would not be intelligi ble to you. It is
done by attracting magnetically that which is given off by
the circle and holding it temporarily in contact with the
spirit body, so as to form a temporary envelope. Your
ideas of matter and spirit hamper you there. The spirit
body, in such spirits as readily materialise the form, is in a
state but little advanced from that which is perceptible to
your senses. You are aware that a spirit body, without
any materialisation, is perceptible to you when in contact
with you. It is sufficiently material to be perceptible to
you, to cause a sensation of contiguity, and to draw from
your body vitality, causing that part to feel cold. This is
not the case, except in those spirits who are nearest
to the material plane. Such readily attract to themselves
particles of the human organism, and hold them magnetic-
ally in contact with the spirit body. Then ensues what
you call materialisation. The body is rarely completely
formed ; only such parts as are necessary being materialised.
And when we have seen the face materialised, it has been
the face only. We derive this information from those who
were with you on the occasion. We ourselves know very
little of the question.

Then a spirit can appear with only a head and bust, for
instance ; or with an arm or a leg ?

Such might be, just as you might cover one part of
your body only. But it is rare, and we did not think that
in your country such was ever done. It will become more
frequent now that they have overcome the first difficulties.

It 18 a tremendous fact.
heard the heart beating.

It may well be. In such a case it would be.

Can they be materialised too?

It might be so. It is frequently the case ; as you have
seen. This you cannot understand until you revise all
your ideas about matter. Wait with patience, and you
will know all. But the time is not yet.

I saw the lungs working and
Now abowt the clothes.
I certarnly do not know much yet.

We believe that the spirits who do this are working
under the direction of exalted in@elligences who strive to
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CHRIST'S RESURRECTION BODY.

In ‘LicHT,” of October 23rd, there appeared a letter from
¢ Castleacre’ concerning certain difficulties with regard to the
resurrection of our Lord. If I may be allowed, I should like to
say that I cannot see the force of the argument that our Lord’s
resurrection is a proof of the resurrection of owr mortal body.
We may believe in the resurrection of the dead, without
believing that we shall dwell again in this ‘ worn and discarded
body.” I do not know that the Church of England insists
upon such a belief, and though individuals have taught this
view, the subject is not often touched upon in the pulpit.

We know that our Lord’s own teaching about His resurrec-
tion was, that ¢ this Temple’ should be raised in three days.
It seems clear from Scripture, that the very same Temple of
His body in which He then lived was raised—that it was not
possible for Him to  see corruption.” It does not follow from
this that we should believe in the resurrection of this our mortal
body, but of a body (1 Cor. xv., 38)—a spiritual body, such as
our Lord’s may have changed into at His ascension. Are we
not told that * we shall be like Him’ (1 John iii. 2) 7 It seems
strange that the grand fact of our Lord’s ascension should so
seldom be quoted as an earnest of our own future life, while the
argument of His resurrection is constantly brought up. It
fails to satisfy many of us from the very fact that it is ¢ this
Temple ' in His case that was raised ; but surely this fact is not
harder to believe than His transfiguration and ascension. This
subject is so tremendous and unspeakably important that I dare
not try to go further into it now. I hope many others are
writing, and that there may be agreement and unity of thought
on the whole. E.C.B.

Perhaps you will allow me to say a few words in reply to
the letter from your correspondent, ¢ Castleacre.” I am myself a
member of the Church of England, not because 1 consider that
body to be an infallible exponent of spiritual truth, but because
it is broad enough to tolerate various shades of opinion, and
clastic enough to allow its members to pass, without disloyalty,
through many stages of spiritual growth.

I have read with intense interest every word which has
appeared in ‘ Licur’ regarding the investigations which are
being made by Colonel de Rochas and others concerning the
human double, or, as I prefer to call it, ‘* Man’s ethereal
body,” and I think your correspondent’s difliculty is that he
fails to apprehend that this *human double,” interpenetrating
as it does every atom of the mortal body, 7s the real body, the
body of continuance.

We gather from the experiments of Colonel de Rochas that
under certain conditions these ethereal bodies, or doubles, can
emerge from the body of an unconscious medium, and make use
of her sensibility, energy, and intelligence. From the same
authority we learn that these phantoms, which hold the
character and intelligence, have been observed by sensitives
to leave the body at the moment of death.

The * resurrection of the body,’ in its old sense, belongs to a
period when science hardly existed. To that day the human
spirit seemed merely an intangible vapour—a breath of air.
Now we read that these doubles, though appearing merely
as luminous phantoms, have a substantiality of their own, and
occupy the same amount of space after death as did the body
they informed and vivified. The body, which seemed so solid to
an older world, is now known to be in a state of incessart
flux and change, incapable, it would seem, of conveying any
consistent impression of the result of life’s energy and effort.
Which, then, is, or rather will be, the resurrection body—that
which has and holds all that i1s worth preserving in human
nasure—or the changing, transitory, decaying, mortal part, only
framed to supply the temporary needs of a temporary state of
being ? Surely Christ rose from the dead in His glorified body,
His real body?

Again and again the glorious spirit which informed His mortal
body showed itself to His nearest disciples before, as well as after,
His resurrection, when His pure spirit rose, just sufliciently
materialised at first to secure the recognition of His followers.

Colonel de Rochas tells us that his experiments have con-
vinced him ‘that man is composed during life of a spirit, the
nature of which we are unable to determine, of a body composed
of flesh and blood, and also of a fluidic body, which the ancients
called the soul, whose function it is to convey to the body the
orders of the spirit and to the spirit the sensations of the body.’
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It was this spirit which Christ came to earth either to
awaken, to originate, or to illuminate ; the spirit of Divine Love,
the spirit of Altruism, the spirit that transformed the world.

Christ died for us in the truest sense whenin the garden and
on the Cross His consciousness plumbed the lowest depths of
loneliness that any human soul can ever reach.

In the grave He slept, the beautiful peaceful sleep which
death may bring to us all, if the fluidic soul immortalised by
the energising spirit be ready to waken when the morning comes
and the shadcws flee away. M.L.H.

The perplexity in which your correspondent *Castleacre
now finds himself, may, I think, be escaped from by the admis-
sion that the New Testament narrative lends itself to more
than one interpretation of events, and that the Church of
England is not infallible.

Some passages in the Gospel suggest that Jesus rose from
the grave with His physical body, while others favour the sup-
position that He appeared after death as a spirit ; and as we
incline to the one view or the other, so does our difficulty
increase or diminish.

‘ Castleacre ’ says he has been brought up in the orthodox
faith, which has taught him that the resurrection of the body
of Jesus is an carnest of his own future resuscitation. Very
many clergymen, however, have ceased to teach the resurrec-
tion of the body ; so, either the belief in a future life is depart-
ing, or new views are gaining ground.

With the solitary exception that the tomb is stated to have
been found empty on the third day, there is but little to sup-
port the opinion that Jesus rose in His human body. Had He
done so, why should Mary have failed to recognise Him and
have mistaken Him for the gardener ? Why, also, should He have
forbidden her to touch Him ? His sudden appearance in a
room with closed doors, and His sudden vanishings, are consis-
tent only with the theory of His spirit form. It is also perfectly
consistent with this theory that Jesus should have exhibited
His wounds to Thomas, because we know that spirits are able
to assume diverse appearances for the sake of recognition or
disguise. The observation also that ‘a spirit hath not flesh
and bones as ye see Me have ’is not altogether a stumbling
block, for it is known that spirits sometimes fail to realise at
first the precise nature of the change through which they have
passed. Or it may have been that Thomas’s conception of a
spirit was entirely erroneous, and that Jesus spoke as is related
in the hope of convincing him of the reality and tangibility of
spirit people.

There of course remains the question as to what became of
the physical body of Jesus. We simply cannot say. It was
anticipated (Matthew xxvii. 64) that His friends might rewmove
it secretly, and those who loved Him may have done so, fearing
that confidence in His Divine mission would waver should the
grave not be found empty on the third day. I fear your corre-
spondent will not find this very helpful, but, after all, what
does it matter ? Our belief in a future life rests upon present-
day facts, and not upon past history.

Such a letter as that by ‘Castleacre’ proves the need ex-
perienced by many for something clear and definite upon the
subject, and this need Spiritualism only can supply. In our
glad hands we hold the proof of man’s survival of death, and in
face of the constant communication with those whose earthly
remains are resolved to dust, the supposition that they can ever
again use or require the same seems utterly untenable.

¢ BipsTON.’

My excuse for venturing to express an opinion on a question
of such serious importance as that raised by ¢ Castleacre’ is
that I have shared your correspondent’s perplexity and that
the conclusions to which I have been led have not been hastily
formed ; they are the result of much thought and patient wait-
ing, through upwards of fifteen years, during which I have
learnt by experience the value of the precept: ‘He that
believeth shall not make haste.” Tt is difficult to deal with all
the points in your correspondent’s letter in the space of a
column, and 1 must apologise if brevity gives an appearance of
dogmatism to my statements ; that is the last thing I would
wish, being very conscious that what light has reached me is
very partial, aud that my beliefs may after all be but an
approximation to the truth which is greater than they.

Spiritualism undoubtedly teaches that there will be no physical
resuscitation of the flesh, which at death we leave for ever, but










