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for passage on a steamer sailing on September 25th.
When I spoke to Miss Field of this at the sittings, she
demurred, and advised me strongly and with great
insistence to wait a few weeks, as conditions would then
be better, though no definite reason was stated. Soon
atter the last sitting, however, she told me telepathically,
one day when alone in my own room, that there was
another trunk of her papers that I ought to have. I
immediately wrote to one of the executors of her will, and
(to make a long story short) this statement proved true,
and the trunk, which had been sent for safe-keeping to
the executor’s early home in Indianopolis, Indiana, was
finally sent to me, arriving only a few days ago. In the
meantime I have been, as usual, submerged in work, and
it i1s only this morning that I have been able to look with
any care at the contents. And now I find Miss Field’s
journal for 1878, and the readers of ¢ LicnT’ may well
imagine with what breathless interest I turned to the
January, especially to January 14th, of that year. And
this is the record I find, beginning Wednesday, January
Oth, 1878 :—

The Queen has invited Bell to exhibit the telephone at
Osborne House on the 14th. Consequently I'll delay the Press
meeting until two days after, which will be the day before
Parliament meets. Am writing all the invitations myself,
which is no joke. Shall be particular to include all the leading
provincial papers. They make opinion.

Sunday, January 13th.

At 9.30 a.m. Miss H. and I drove to Long’s Hotel, where
we took up Colonel , en route to Waterloo Station. Took
train for Southampton, arriving at half-past one. Going on
board Prince Leopold, steamed to Cowes. Reaching Isle of
Wight at 4 p.m., we drove to Marine Hotel, where we found
rooms, and succeeded in being comfortable.

January 14th.

Drove early to Osborne Cottage, where Sir Thomas Biddulph
invited me to come in the evening. Arrived thereat 8.30 p.m.,
all fine in my new gown—a pale blue silk, embroidered in rose-
buds. Met Lady Biddulph, Sir Thomas, General Ponsonby,
and others. Very polite and very curious about the telephone.
I sang *‘Kathleen Mavourneen’ to the Queen, who was
delighted, and thanked me telephonically. Sang *Cuckoo
Song’ and ¢Coming Thro’ the Rye," and recited Rosalind’s
epilogue. All delighted. Then I went to Osborne House and
met the Duke of Connaught. Experimeuts a great success.
Didn’t get to bed till 3 a.m. Up at 5, and took boat at 7
and reached London at 11.30. Drove to Associated Press,
and sent off telegrams to America. Went home and prepared
telegrams for ‘New York Herald,” ‘Newcastle Chronicle,’
‘ Liverpool Post,” and ‘Manchester Guardian.” After dinner
wrote notices for ¢ Quiver,’ ¢ Telegraph,’ and ¢ Daily News.’

Now, is not this record vividly corroborative of her
assertion to me that the date marked on the ring com-
memorated a Press matinée in which she prominently
figured ? Is it not striking evidential testimony ? Events,
too, have proved right regarding her advised postponement
of my sailing date, which, however, I now hope to make
within a month. The attractions to London draw me
irresistibly, and I am eagerly anticipating the happy time
when I shall be again in the great Metropolis.

Liviax WarrivG.

The Brunswick, Boston, Mass., U.S. A.

October 12th, 1897.

A CorrectioN,—In our issue of October 16th we gave a
report of a séance with Mrs. Everitt, as having been held at
‘Mr. S. M. Johnson’s home,” in Sheflield ; we have since
received a letter from a gentleman who says that he is the only

S. M. Johnson residing in Sheflield, that Mr. and Mrs. Kveritt
are quite unknown to him, and that no such s¢ance was held in
his home ; and he asks us to give contradiction to the report.
This we readily do, and at the same time we desire to express
our regret if the report has in any way caused him annoyance.
On inquiry we learn that the séance was held at the home of

Mr. S. W. Johnson, and not at that of Mr. S. M. Johnson.
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEATH.

A meeting of the Christo-Theosophical Society was
held at the residence of Mr. R. Stapley, 33, Bloomsbury-
square, on the 19th inst, when an address was delivered
by the Rev. G. W. Allen on ‘The Philosophy of Death.’
The following is an abstract of the rev. gentleman’s
remarks :—

“ The Pkilosophy of Death.” DBy this term I do not mean
the death of the body, which, if the view I am about to put
before you be true, is a change rather in degree than in kind.
We are concerned with no change, save a change in the nature
of consciousness. For what is man ? A complex of body, soul,
and spirit. These I prefer to understand, not as three relations
to a single consciousness, but as three consciousnesses existing
one within the other : the inner of which may cognise the
outer ; but the outer of which does not cognise the inner.
These three cons:iousnesses are represented iIn the story of
creation in Genesis i.—1il. as the threc Adams. The first and
highest is made in God’s image and likeness, and pronounced
‘ very good,’ us to Being ; but with a self-consciousness neces-
sarily limited by reason of having o experience of a contrary ;
which, from the necessary conditions of the case, a first state
cannot have. The second arose from this necessary limitation
in consciousness, and was the means whereby alone the sense of
loneliness could be healed. The one bi-une Being was divided,
and the result was the man and woman of Eden : less perfect
in Being by reason of the division, but, as to consciousness,
with the sense of lack supplied by this very division, whereby a
companion, of whose presence each was conscious, was provided.
The third arose from the now-for-the-first-time possible sense
of the desire for union, which the first Adam had as to Being,
but could not have as to consciousness until he had experienced
its loss. The first stage was life : the second is called sleep : the
third stage is called death. Answering to these, we have in
Scripture a first earth and heaven correlative to the death-
consciousness ; a second or new earth and heaven correlative to
the sleep-consciousness ;: and a third heaven (for in the highest
stage there is no separate earth) answering to the life-con-
sciousness. This last and highest of all we cannot yet know.
We are concerned alone with the death state (our present
external earth-consciousness) and the sleep state, which is the
next highest after this and is not what we call heaven—which
18 but the first heaven, and is different from the first earth-
consciousness in degree rather than in kind—but is much
rather the second or new earth and heaven of St. John’s
vision. The change whereby all pass from the first earth and
heaven consciousness to the second 1is called death, and is the
sense in which I use the term in the title of this address.

That man is more than his present consciousness has long
been known to mystics, and has of late been discovered by
means of a scientific method. Mr. F. W. H. Myers in his most
interesting papers on the ‘ Subliminal Self’ in the Reports of
the Psychical Research Society has gone very fully into the
scientific grounds for believing that our present consciousness
is but the surface of our complete Being, and that within this
earth, or external, consciousness lies another far higher as to
powers and endowments, which he has called the Subliminal
Self, or the self below the threshold of earth consciousness.
As to this earth consciousness it necessarily seems to itself com-
plete. It is very difficult to persuade ordinary men that it is
but a partial limited consciousness. The work of Redemption
is to get a perception of this fact into the apprehension of man,
and so set him to seek to know and possess the higher which is
in him potentially, but not, until sought and found, actually.
For this purpose Jesus Christ came into the world of our earth-
conscious cognition, a8 we come ; only, whereas on entering it
we lose all consciousness of the higher, He came without this
loss, and so manifested on earth, in our sight, and amid earth
conditions, how the subliminal consciousness would act, whereby
we learn the fact that there is a higher consciousness, and also
what are its nature and character. Having done this He returned
into the Subliminal, whence He came, or possibly even into that
highest heaven of all, where there is no separate earth. Our
redemption lies in following Him first to the Subliminal, and
after, even to the highest—the Holy of Holies.

No cne can have studied the writings of mystics without
having noticed that they scem to have discerned some very high
and very glorious truth which they secek to convey, but either
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class of dreams, whose vividness and cogency distinguish them
by marked characteristics from our usual sleeping thoughts.
The first kind of dreaming suggests the possibility that we
retrogress in that condition to a lower stage in the evolution of
mind ; it is like a sort of reversion to what we may suppose to
be the hazy mental consciousness of lower animals ; but the
second class of dreams are sometimes so instructive and create
such a different impression that they appear to emanate from a
higher source thau our ordinary waking brain.

Are the higher messages from Beyond analogous to these
nobler and inspirational dreams ? Perhaps they emanate from
those who, having now lost all ¢sensory ducts’ (see Sarah
Underwood’s ‘ Automatic Writings,’ p. 120), are using the
mediumship of less advanced spirits who can still take up
earth’s experiences and materialise. H. 8. A

THE DR. WOLCOT (PETER PINDAR) CASE.

Our thanks are due to the many correspondents who have
hunted up evidence on the Peter Pindar case. At present I
can only briefly report that facts which at first seemed going
against the communicator are now turning out subtle points in
his favour. First as to the Fleet-street residence: all
biographical accounts that allude to the fact at all seem to say
that his last residence was at Nursery-gardens or thereabouts,
but do not mention Fleet-street as ever having been his resi-
dence. But Mr. Westlake, whose efforts in hunting up the
facts of the case in the British Museum have been indefatigable,
has discovered, by referring to a book of the annals of Fleet-
street, that Wolcot did have a residence there, and a few years
before his death removed to the other place.

There remains the error of Fleet-street being his last place
of residence to account for. This error may be due to us. Mr.
Dawson Rogers will, doubtless, remember that when the words
Fleet-street were spelt out, our question, primarily, had been
‘ Where was your residence in London?’ But before calling
the alphabet it occurred to me that he might have bad several
places and I suggested to make the question more definite by
asking where was his last place of residence in London.
Possibly Dr.Wolcot, who was rather deaf, I believe, may not
have understood the change of question: or it may turn out
that he kept business premiszs in Fleet-street and may have
been seized with his last illness in his office and taken home to
his residence—or the episode having occurred nearly a century
ago the doctor may have forgotten for the moment that he had
left Fleet-street before he died. At any rate the meution of Fleet-
street turns out to have been the best one he could have selected,
as it is has not been discovered as yet in any biography of him.

Mr. Westlake has also discovered another point in his
favour in his spelling of Dodbrook without an ‘e.” It appears
that in all official and other books it is always spelt with an ‘e,’
but in a letter of Peter Pindar, a characteristic remark occurs
that he spelt the word on principle without an ‘e,” because he
did not see why he should be foolish if everyone else was so.
As regards the slight whisker which ¢ Nellie ' described him as
wearing, another correspondent has discovered, by hunting up
old fashion plates and portraits, that it became fashionable just
a few years before Peter Pindar's death. As regards the state-
ment of * Nellie’ that he found an avenue of approach to our
circle through my influence, my mother has told me a circum-
stance which I was not aware of before, viz., that during Peter
Pindar’'s residence in Cornwall, he was very intimate with her
grandfather's relatives and an admirer of one of them, writing
her a sonnet (unpublished). She wants me to get him to
reproduce these private particulars. We shall try, and report.
Meanwhile, we are sending out messengers to call him again
from the vasty deep ; but will he trouble to come if we call?

I may add that, personally, I consider the subtle point of
internal evidence in the use of his word ‘surmise’ instead
of ‘guess’ as of very great weight in his favour.

F. W. THUrsTAN, M. A.

A VERY potent and marvellous uplifting to the diviner world
is the invariable experience after one most beloved has gone on
into the invisible realm. The readjustment of relations begins
to take place. Tt is life that separates ; it is death that unites.

While the spirit is inhabiting the physical body it is screened,
imprisoned, as it were; and the assertion of a German
philosopher, that no man ever saw or ever was seen by his
fellow-man, is literally true.—From °¢After Her Death,” by
LiLian WHiTING.
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THE SILENCE OF LAZARUS.

In your very interesting article in ¢ LicHT ’ of the 16th inst.,
you refer to the silence of Lazarus on the subject of the life
beyond. That opens a question which must have puzzled all
thoughtful readers of the Gospels. We are familiar with the
beautiful lines in which Tennyson expresses the difficulty :—

‘ Where wert thou, brother, those four days ?
There lives no record of reply,
*Which, telling what it is to die,
Had surely added praise to praise.’

For me the difficulty was removed partly by the teachings of
Spiritualism, and partly also by my finding (years before I
studied Spiritualism) a moth which having just emerged from
its chrysalis state rested with crumpled wings by the road-
side. The creature was evidently incapable of using its newly-
acquired faculty of flight, and this object lesson suggested, on
reflection, that if this transformation offers a true analogy to
our cmergence from the tlesh, it is probable that we too
shall, at first, be partially incapable of using the faculties
which will relate us to our new environment as our five
scnses now relate us to our present surroundings. This
supposition is supported by the teachings of Spiritualism.
In automatic communications it is frequently stated that usually
the event of death is followed by a period of sleep, varying in
duration in different cases. For instance, in Sarah Underwood’s
¢ Automatic Writings ’ the following statement is made : * When
what you call death occurs—which is really a new birth—
unconsciousness is the stage of transition ; but as soon as the
new-born spirit is found strong enough to understand the very
natural change which has taken place—a change which, if he or
she has been an observer of the thousands of metamorphoses
occurring in earth life with lower forms, will seem the most
natural possible in evolution—then the knowledge of such
change dawns upon the sense perceptions, and all becomes clear.’
In ¢ Spirit Teachings ’ the same fact is stated as regards a stage
of unconsciousness following death. In the light of this fact,
if it is accepted, the silence of Lazarus is no longer puzzling.
Probably he had not been long enough in the spirit world to
have attained to the condition of clearness; and if he was not
capable of taking cognisance of his new conditions he would not
remember them when he re-awoke to earth life.

To the other instance to which you allude in your article,
that of the appearance of the dead in Jerusalem after Christ's
Resurrection, this explanation cannot be applied. The silence
of those who then appeared, on the subject of future conditions,
and the reticence of those who communicate through mediums,
can best be explained by reference to other statements made in
automatic writings. Here is one. In answer to the question,
¢ What can you tell us as to the locality of your sphere ?’ this
was given : ‘There are no words in your language which we can
make useful. Verbal words of expression are inadequate to
express that of which there is no equivalent on your plane.’

This sort of answer is constantly repeated, and it is wholly
intelligible to anyone who has had much experience in teaching.
It is often quite impossible to convey an idea, quite clear to
oneself, to a mind which by quality or training is unfitted to
receive it : that which makes the communication impossible is
not a difference of age or station, so much as of mental training
and progress. This explanation of the reason for their reticence
commends itself convincingly therefore to any teacher’s mind.
The statements of our unseen friends would often be very mis-
leading if they ventured to make them more definite, for most
of us would apprehend them wrongly. It seems to me
that an apprehension of conditions Beyond must come
to us rather through the spiritualising of conditions
here. ‘It rests with you rather than with me,” was the message
conveyed to Miss Whiting from her friend in the Unseen. If
we can learn to see all things in this world more as progressing
spirits see them, and in truer relation to eternal truth, then
we may gain community of thought with our friends in the
Unseen, and though language may be inadequate to convey
distinct information as to conditions, we may be capable of
receiving from them such mental impressions as shall convey a
true understanding of some of the essential elements of their
life. If we attain to this apprehension we shall probably find
that it is as impossible for us as for them to express it in any
language sufticiently definite to be intelligible except to those
who have been similarly taught. H. A: D.









