


510 LIGHT. [October 28, 1897,

higher life is best attained by faith, trust, and aspiration towards sixty-five years ago, when I was a boy of ten. Since that time,
the higher spheres, special circles are available. to my best belief, she has never been in my mind, certainly not
Friday in each weck will be devoted to the exposition of the for forty or fifty years. I asked the control ; * Why are you
first of these divisions. Sense evidence will be given through interested in Lilly ? * Answer : ‘The little soul is in my care.’
physical mediums whose trustworthiness the Council has fully I have had many proofs of the truth that we live horeafter,
tested. Inquirers will be required to fulfil certain conditions  and that we are permitted to hold converse with those who have
designed for the protection of the medium, and to fall in with gone before ; but none, I think, has been more convincing than

the customs obtaining for the time being. this.
In addition to this regular demonstration, the society ar- iR N,
ranges séances from time to time with the best available physical NOTES FROM GERMAN SPIRITUALISTIC PAPERS.
mediums. These arrangements are made according to demand. ‘ ) e
Tuesday in each week is set apart for studying the bearings . One of the summer numbers of .Ps.ych.xsohe Studler} 00D
of the evidence, by means of papers, debates, &c. The best  taius a lengthy account of a materialisation séance, given in
available exponents will be invited. Gothenburg, in November, 1895, l.)y the \vell-kn?wn medn.m
Thursday in cach week is devoted to the deeper personal Madame d’Espex.'ance; the.ﬁx:sb Mnce the 19“8 111_3988 which
examination and development of those who fully realise the ex- followed her partial dematerialisation as mentioned in ‘ Liea,

istence around them of a spiritual universe, and who desire to  ©f N ovember 21st, 18?6- Althm{gh prese?ting extremely in.ber-
grow in spirit towards a higher life. In the present diversity of  esting features, the séance made it very evident that the medium

opinion as to methods of development and lack of definite h*}d not yet recovered her former s The articl:a il
teaching, the co-operation for common enlightenment of those piled by He“: A Aknuk.ow in a most lucid :md business-like
interested is invited, and the most experienced Spiritualists in manner, consisting as it does Of. Madame d’Esperance’s own
the society will attend on this evening to assist. Krom the  report, and that of Dr. Otto Kricson, and of a number of
necessary diversity of mind among inquirers this circle cannot remarks and observations made by different sitters. and col-

do more than afford a basis of instruction for the formation of  lected and arranged by t.he host, Mr. Matthews Fidler. Al
private circles in the more sacred atmosphere of home or close ~ Tames and addresses are given in full.

1 friendship, and it is th 1 that highest . )
g;{:iiﬁil d::;lloimllintmivill lrelssu]t ke dio B From Hamburg, Herr Albert Kniepf announces the dis-

covery of a physical medium of extraordinary power, a young

: ; 3 - man, aged nineteen, name Cesar Biigel. Two test séances were
Readers of ‘ The Daily Chronicle” have, for some time, given with a little light, and although less marked than in total

been aware that its reviewers go in for ‘larks ’ rather than  garkness the phenomena were sufficiently startling. A miscel-
for serious criticism, and that the protests of the people  laneous collection of objects such as flowers, vegetables, sweets,
reviewed have made ‘The Chronicle’ look painfully  and excellent cigars, were dropped into the room, and some
ridiculous. They were therefore not surprised to sece the ~ were thrown down with great violence, and a heavy dining-
comic and rather vulgar notice of the last meeting of the  room chair floated in from another room. Heavy weights were
Alliance and the lecture of Mr. Burrows. In this report ca.rn.ed through the air and nf)mly rolled i t’h? floor without
we sce the same characteristics that have been complained brslafi Snyane., LaS Broleee i gR L arE gkl sosme S

! ¥ ) e : to be of a most convivial kind, and are by no means worthy of
of in ¢ The Chronicle’s’ reviews.  Everything is sacrificed : .

= : i imitation ; the cigars which are brought are smoked by the
to a certain impudent smartness. But this fooling is not gentlemen, and evoryone drinks light beer, just as in ordinary

journalism, and it will do ¢ The Chronicle’ no good : and German ¢ Halle ; ’ the naive remark follows that ¢ nobody seems
we say this because we wish well to the paper. the worse for it—on the contrary !’ A good many other ozcur-
rences of aremarkable character seem to have taken place, but
The following, from a letter lately received from a dear Herr Kniepf is too cautious to insist upon them, not having
; . ; verified them by personal investigation. It is probable that we
old friend in Germany, relates a pleasant and very helpful s
: . . MG shall hear more about Herr Cesar Biigel.
experience. He puts it at our disposal, for publication if

we think it ‘ may be of use to some doubting mind ’ :— /-" Dr. Xigbert Miiller, an investigator who has done most useful

Some fow days before leaving my pension in Switzerland, work and is widely known in German spiritualistiz cn:cles,ﬂl::l
there arrived there a gentleman, his wife, and his daughter,whom |, su(.ld.eply .and unacoountably come to the cor!cluslon an(:
I have known for some three or four seasons as boarders at the Spiritism is the work of demons, whose tools mediums are,

pension. They are Londoners and know positively nothing of has m.mo.unced his intention to jOiI.l the Ron.la.n. Ca.th.olic Church
the days of my youth. They are much interested in Spiritualism, | % significant fact. Consbernatwn. and indignation are “i
and I found the daughter possessed of considerable mediumistic prossed through the pages of tho SP“““”’%‘““’ !?r ess, from al
power. parts of Germany. The Doctor has been interviewed, and has

We had four séances at the table, the most important of : expla.in?d h s opinions in 'not. toc_) clear a manner, and in flat
which was at our last sitting. The lady asked for news of a ' contradiction of the enthusiastic views he had freely expressed

- ——— ——

friend who was oxpecting to be confined at about that time, : 0P & fow weeks before. 1o professes to take still great
The answer was— f interest in Spiritism, but as a field for scientific research and
¢Lilly is very ill.’ “on behalf of humanity’! He has been conducting a series of
¢ Is the child born 2’ experiments in occult photography, and the results will shortly
¢ No—they do not think they can save it.’ ' be.f‘orthc.:orping. . Dr. Miiller is an .honort.u'y me.mber of the
I have had a letter from the lady since my arrival in ' Sp {rltuallstlc soclety ‘ Psyche,’ z}nd since his a.ma..zmg. ?hange?f
Dresden, saying that she had news from London and that her - attl.bucle.quostlons have been raised as to the desirability of his
friend had been chloroformed, was very ill, and that the child  Fes'snasion. .

—

was delivered by the use of fOI'COpS. At the séa.nce, I asked MR STAINTO_N— MOSES’ ‘SPIRIT TE-A-E"‘"NGS.’

who was the control. The answer was * Annic.’
¢ Annie who 2’ T asked.

‘ Rogers,’” was the answer.

The supply of the Memorial Edition of Mr. Stainton Moses
¢ Spirit Teachings’ having been quite exhausted, the Council of

¢ Is anyone here present whom you knew in earth life 2’ the London Spiritualist Alliance, Iitd, have decided to reprint
‘Yes, you.’ the work at once.  Further particulars as to price, &e., will be

For some time I tried to bring this Annie Rogers to my mind.  published in due course.
At last I remembered a young lady of that name who lived in e )

Chester, Pennsylvania, whose family and that of my father were Dr. Worcor (‘PereEr PinNpAR.’).—We thankfully acknow-
near neighbours and very intimate. With only the word  ledge several communications in regard to Dr. Wolcot (* Peter
¢ Chester ’ in my thought, 1 asked where she lived when in earth ~ FPindar’), some of which make it pretty evident that he died,
life. The answer given was * Philadelphia.’ Philadelphia was 200 in Fleot-street, but in a house in Somerstown, near the
never for a moment in my mind. I then recollected that the 8pob whiich is now Hustonesquscs.  We have forwanisd, ow

. : : . x : c dents’ letters to Mr. Thurstan, ibly have
last time I saw her was in Philadelphia, to which city my father’s aﬁ“:;ggfwﬁt; :f :r?urthe: ‘ tal‘i(r? :lilthw‘hci):x.m d:::l’)lgn the
family had removed, and where she was visiting. This was some subject,




























October 23, 1897.]

MENTAL SUGGESTION.

The last number of the ¢ Annales des Sciences Psychiques’
contains a paper by Dr. P. Joire, read recently at a meeting of
the Société d’ Hypnologie et Psychologie, of Paris, describing
experiments in mental suggestion transferred to subjects who
had been thrown into a superficial somnambulic stage by means
of magnetic passes. The fact that only a superficial stage was
induced enabled the subjects, on being re-awakened, to recollect
the sensations experienced ; as occurred in that most interesting
account published by one of the subjects of M. de Rochas in
the same paper in June, 1895. The experiments made by Dr.
Joire confirm some of those already made by Professor Boirac
and by Dr. Moutin.

The subjects were all students, eithor of medicine or art.
They were blindfolded with a specially propared bandage of
black cloth. Dr. Joire then made passes in front of the face
and body ; took hold of the hands of, and looked fixedly at, the
subject. When the superficial somnambulic state was induced,
he placed himself at a distance of three or four yards, and made
the mental order that the subject should lift his left arm, After
a few moments the subject’s arm showed slight contractions,
such as would be produced by an electric current. This was
followed by slight movements, and the arm was then lifted
into a horizontal position. The suggestion to raise the other
arm and subsequently to let both fall was then mentally trans-
mitted, with equally successful results. The bandage was then
removed, the subject awakened, and requested to describe the
sensations he had experienced,

Before being ordered to move he had felt a curious numb-
ness or torpor, and giddinoss, which he could not account for
or understand. After that he felt his arm lifted up by an
extraneous force, which made it move upwards. The same force
was then felt in the other arm, and subsequently in both arms
at the same time, moving them in inverse directions. The
subject did not know, it should be stated, what experiments
were to be made. He did not oven know that pasges had been
made.

Experiments of a similar nature were made on subsequent
occasions, other medical students serving as subjects. The
bandage was applied and the usual passes made. The mental
order was then impressed by the Doctor that the subject should
lift his right leg. To give more force and crispness to his
suggestion, the Doctor outlined the movement with his own
leg.* In fifteen seconds or so, the suggestion was expressed by
the subject, who, after being awakened by blowing on his fore-
head, said that he had felt an involuntary and unexpected con-
traction and movement of his leg,

Another medical student among the assistants dcnied that
will could thus be transferred to, and act through, another
person at a distance without any connection. The Doctor con-
sequently requested him to try for himself by acting as a
subject, to which he agreed, being firmly convinced that no
action could be determined through himself. Similar experi-
ments took effect successfully, however. The subject, when
questioned after awakening, as to why he had given expression
to these actions, stated that much to his own surprise he had felt
a force acting within his own arm and moving it. He had
resisted at first, but had given way, and could not explain the
occurrence. Ie acknowledged that he had felt incredulous
and sceptical when sceing others execute the movements, bhut
was obliged to admit the reality of the fact after himself feeling
the impulsion.

A fresh subject was then sent out of the room and there
blindfolded. The assistants drew a winding chalk line on the
floor in the absence of the operator, so that he should not
know its direction. Dr. Joire then re-entered the room with
the subject, and placed the latter with his feet on one extremity
of the line, and standing about a foot behind him fixed his
own attention on the line, and mentally, without contact,
directed the subject to advance, guiding him in a similar manner
as to the directions to follow. He successfully guided him
along the winding line. The subject stated, after being
awakened, that he had felt impelled to move forward in a
certain direction and to turn at certain places.

Similar experiments werc subsequently made successfully
with other subjects. One stated that he had sensed a curious

* This reminds one of the muscular contractions occurring in Eusapia
Paladino, evidently in accompaniment of suggested mental images,
foreshadowing their realisation through her exteriorised matricity.
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tingling in the body, accompanied by a feeling of being isolated
from the surroundings. He had then felt a peculiar and novel
impulsion so strongly that he believed the Doctor was pulling
his arm by his sleeve, or in another case forcing him to kneel
down.

Dr. Joire, in criticising these results, refers to the state in-
duced as one of ¢ passive mediumship.” It is by the fact of
being isolated from their surroundings by the hypnotic state
induced, that all the attention and faculties of the subjects
become concentrated on the idea suggested by the operator, who
remains in sole relation with them, connected by a psychic in-
fluence. In this mediumistic state which, says Dr. Joire, is a
veritable hypnotic state, the nervous influx becomes set in a
particular direction, constituting a special connection between
the medium and operator, towards whom all the medium’s
faculties appear to be concentrated. If another person inter-
venes between the operator and his subject, or even approaches
the latter too closely, it is liable to interfere with the phe-
nomena. To influence the subject necessitates considerable
effort of will on the part of the operator. This effort must be
sustained during the whole time of the suggestion, otherwise it
will fail. The subject feels any interruption of the trans-
mission, as also its renewal. To ensure tha’ the command
shall take effect it is best to divide any action into a series of
movements, and each movement should be associated with the
contraction of the group of muscles belonging to it. To prevent
a subject from knowing what he is to do and perhaps assist in its
accomplishing, and to assure that the action determined shall be
unconsciously executed, commands should be divided into a
series of successive mental suggestions.

Dr. Joire observes that nearly all the subjects felt similar
sensations, and described them in similar terms. To most of
them these experiences were new. They had never seen
similar experiments before. Therefore the results cannot be
attributed to auto-suggestion. They all stated that they felt a
change in their condition, accompanied by a curious numbness
and by isolation from their surroundings. They were conscious,
but not so as in their normal waking state ; yet they recol-
lected their experiences when awakened.

— — - - . - —— - —

These experiments illustrato that when a subject has been
magnetically *connected’ by an operator, the latter’s mental
commands are transmitted to the subject by a process which can
best be compared to that of electrical induction. The operator’s
thoughts are transferred to the subject and react through the
latter's nervous systewn, entailing motor action therein, just as
the subject’s own thoughts would do.

M. de Rochas, Professor Boirac, Dr. Moutin, and Dr., Luys
have shown that the subject’s neuric vitality can be exteriorised
and carries sensibility and motricity externally to the organism,
as it does within it. Dr. Joire gives fresh illustrations of the
determination of the subject’s organism by trunsmitted influ-
ence. If he had been able to exteriorise his subjects’ vitality,
the suggestions might have been made to react therein, at a
distance from his subjects’ organisms, instead of within their
nervous systems. ;

We now have illustrations showing the determination of
subjects without contact, both from close by and from a
distance. We have illustrations of thought-transference or
control ; of transference of motivity ; of the exteriorisation of
sensation, of motion, and of the human double carrying percep-
tion ; and of the transport of objects. All these phenomena
havo been determined by embodied spirits through subjects, or
mediums, as Dr. Joire now calls them.

These cases evidently illustrate the process by which
mediums are determined, whether by incarnate or discarnate
spirits ; as in both cases it is spirits who are the operators, it
must be remembered. Identity of effect implies identity of
cause and of process.

The illustrations we have before us show that these pheno-
mena are induced by self-conscious operators, by means of
¢ suggestions’ (ideas), transmitted to the medium, by a vital
process and entailing reaction and expression either within a
subject’s nervous system or exteriorised and projected through
and beyond the subject’s organism, by the medium of the
latter’s vitality. These illustrations also show that supple-
mentary vital exteriorisation by an operator, mediation, influx,
interiorisation in the subject; or transmission, transference,
and reception, is their pre-condition,
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