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Then he thinks refusing to inquire is justifiable because
‘these things’ are ‘mixed up with imposture.” Has not
Religion been a good deal ‘mixed up with imposture’?
and yet that seemed to Jowett a valid subject for inquiry.

But we need not pursue the matter point by point :
we will only make a pause before the astonishingly foolish
remark ;—¢ There are . . no ghost stories in America.” It
was very far from being true in 1875. To-day, America 1s
the popular home of Spiritualism.

The concluding lines almost awaken sympathy. The
good man, after all, felt the cords pull,—but in such a very
vague and uninformed way.

It is a most instructive glimpse of the usual learned
ignorance on the subject.

‘ Humanity’ for October

paragraph ;—

contains the following

An eye-witness writes to us about a most brutal (and
presumably illegal) piece of blackguardism which is practised
by pleasure-seckers on Crummock Water, one of the Cumberland
Lakes, with the connivance of the hotel-keepers and water-
bailiffs. The ‘sport’ consists in turning out a duck to be
hunted in the water by terriers. It made one sick,’ writes our
correspondent, ‘ to hear the shouts of laughter of men, women,
and children, from at least three boats, packed to overtlowing,
at the agony and struggles of one poor little bird.” An attempt
to get the names of the ruflians was unsuccessful, the hotel-
keepers’ only reply being that ‘these parties are our bread-and-
butter’ ; and the water-bailiff also refused to take action. It
is a disgrace to the Marshall family, who own this lake, that
such scenes are permitted there.

A vital part of our Spiritualism is sympathy with
every oppressed creature : we therefore give all the publicity
we can to this paragraph. Publicity will kill this and

every other cruelty and meanness,-—perhaps even more
quickly and surely than the law.

Mr. Auberon Herbert is writing in ¢ The Humanitarian ’
some Articles on the queer subject of ‘The Creeds of
restricted faculties” He might perhaps have more
luminously entitled it, ¢ The restriction of faculties wrought
by some Creeds.’ But, any how, it is a pretty sharp
attack on what he regards as the want of discrimination
and the want of the sense of proportion in Socialism. The
following seems to us be a very pregnant paragraph ;—

The truth is—and too much stress cannot be laid upon it,
for we must not spare cach other in this great controversy—
that the temper of the Socialist, like the temper of the Catholic,
is essentially materialistic. Indeed, it counts for nothing what
theology or creed you profess, if you believe in machinery, if
you believe in changing the nature of men and safe-guarding
their actions by external contrivances, if you cling to uniformity
and restriction, if you cannot trust liberty and welcome difference
—welcome the thousand different experiments of life that the
free minds and free faculties of men are ready to make—if this
is your creed, you are only, by whatever name you call yourself,
a worshiper of matter, not a believer in spirit.

Mr. H. A. Copley, of Canning Town, sends us a new
book by Dr. Wm. Sharpe, entitled ‘The Ifall of Lucifer:
and other Essays and poems.” With the solitary criticism,
that there are no real poems in the book, with the
exception of ‘ The Palm Giroves '—a palpable imitation of
¢ Hiawatha,’—we gladly recognise the ability and the
seriousness of this curiously got-up volume. But if Dr.
Sharpe had stuck to his virile prose, and got into his book
some sort of unity and continuity, there would have been
a better result.

As with the finer and more subtle natural forces, so with
the spiritual. ILove and service—a loving service—is the finest
expression life can assume. Generosity is a luxury even before
it 1s a virtue. He who has it in his power to oblige another, he
it 18 who tastes the diviner richness of life.—From ¢ After Her
Death,’ by Liriax WaITING,
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SPIRIT VISION.

We arrive at the truth on psychical as well as other sub-
jects by the accumulation of facts and experiences; and
perhaps there is more need for the collection and registration
of psychical facts than for those of a more material nature,
because of the difficulty there so often is—and, at times, im-
possibility—of giving corroborative evidence.

From my own experience in mediumship, I should be
inclined to say that spirit people see us and our surroundings
much in the same way that clairvoyants see the spirit people
and world—as a writer in ‘ LicHET ' once said—and that there
are degrees of perception there as here. @ With clairvoyants
the vision is sometimes very clear, even more so than the
normal sight, but at other times it is only obtained apparently
by coming in contact or association with spirits who are inaffinity,
and whose magnetic aura, blending with the clairvoyant’s, gives
more or less powers of perception. And it may be equally
true that spirit people require to come into magnetic or sympa-
thetic association with mortals in order to see us and our sur-
roundings, and that the power of vision with them, as with us,
is in proportion to the harmonious blending of the auras of the
discarnate and incarnate spirits. I have known controls tell
people they could not see them distinctly. Why should this be
except that spiritually they were far apart ? Swedenborg tells
us that spirits in the lower spheres or hells could not look at
celestial spirits, even if conscious of their presence, because
the sight dazzled and blinded them, just as looking at the sun
dazzles and blinds mortals. I have experienced the power of a
spirit control to take complete possession of the physical sight.
Every part of my head and face was like a d ouble personality,
my own and that of the spirit who was looking through my
eyes at the friends to whom I was talking. The experience was
curious, and suggested the query—were spirits obliged to come
into some kind of rapport with mortals in order to see material
things ? Some may have clear vision—be, as we say, natural
clairvoyants —but the above seems to indicate that for others
it is needful to come into some kind of association with mortals
ere they can have clear vision of things on the earth plane.
The fact that a spirit could see a flower, and feel to see it as
with normal sight, might only prove that the spirit was sympa-
thetic with those forming the circle.

On one occasion I was conversing with a spirit friend, to
whom I made a remark in reference to my brother. In reply
he said to me :—*‘I am going to look through your eyes at your
brother, because I wish to see him very distinctly.” Iat once
felt my sight to be so completely in the power and under the
control of this spirit that I could not myself see clearly.

We are told that time and space are not computed the same
in the spirit world as here, which may account for this spirit
being able to see and converse with me and yet unable to see
my brother except by looking through my eyes —controlling my
vision.

It would give a very uncomfortable feeling to life if it could
be proved that any and all spirits could see us when wishful 80
to do. In thislife we have the protection of our houses when
we desire privacy, but stone walls are no barriers to spirits, 50
what protection should we have if it were not needful for them
to be in some kind of rapport with us in order to see us ? When
the good predominates in both worlds, then universal clear
vision may not be so objectionable—may rather be a blessing;
but till that heavenly state has come we may be thankful that
clear psychical vision is not universal.

Personal experiences on these and all psychical subjects
seem to be as varied as the different lives we each live here,
making this chronicling of facts needful in order to havean
accurate and ‘ Scientific Basis of Belief.’ Ww.

CoUNCIL OF THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.—A meet-
ing of the Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited,
was held at 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C., on Monday, October
11th, when the following members were present :—Mr. Dawson
Rogers (president), Mr. H. Withall, Mr. W. Lucking, Mr.
Richard Harte, Mrs. W. P. Browne, Miss Rowan Vincent,
and Miss H. Withall. The minutes of the previous meeting
having beecn read and signed as correct, several matters of
business were transacted, and seven new Members and eleven
new Associates were elected,
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the prayers of those present, and vowed to do all he could to
bring the hidden mysteries to light. He confirmed what had
been said concerning the box of treasure, and the remains of
crime concealed about the place. I learned by letter that this
spirit controlled on different occasions, always leaving a feeling
of depression and sorrow with the medium. At the school I
asked if we might rely upon the communications which had been
given through Mrs. Chamberlain, and received an emphatic
affirmative response. Here, then, we have the ringleader in
the disturbances at the school controlling a medium and ‘giving

an account of himself.’
(To be concluded mext week.)

SOME ABNORMAL EPISODES.

By AN Onp CORRESPONDENT.

I

My investigations into psychology, extending over a con-
siderable number of years, have, I think, taught me two
things : (1) Extreme caution ; and (2) to be very careful in
noting every bit of real evidence that one can get in forming
opinions as to identity. Hitherto our circle, which is almost
entirely confined to members of the household, has been quite
free from the operations of tricky or mischievous spirits. But
a change has recently occurred, and in the narrative now to be
given, the incursion of trickery into our midst and the chain of
evidence relative thereto, will be carefully stated. The two
séances to be referred to at a later stage are given, because, at
one of them, reference was made to recent eveats, while the
second is narrated as it has to a certain extent a direct
bearing on the first one, and also because it occurred with a
different medium. This all by way of preliminary statement.

On New Year’s Day, 1896, my eldest daughter, who I may
say is very mediumistic, received from her uncle the present of
a sovereign. This coin she put into her purse. She had also
about the same time either in her purse or in her pocket two
half-crowns. Within a few days after January lst both the
sovereign and the two half-crowns disappeared. Search was
made everywhere but with no result, and as the money had
been taken from her person and during the night time, I had
my suspicions that it was the work of some mischievous person
on the ¢ other side,” but at the same time had the conviction
that the sovereign might be ultimately restored. Fully a month
elapsed and the loss of the money had leen pretty well forgotten,
when one morning, on getting up, my daughter found lying on the
floor, slichtly under the bed, two half-crowns. They certainly
were not there the night before, and had evidently been put
there by some person unknown, or by our friends on the other
side, in replacement of the previous ‘abstraction.” Within a week
thereafter my wife discovered in one of the small drawers in the
toilet table in her bedroom, which is in daily use, two half-
sovereigns neatly wrapped in yellow paper. This money was
certainly not there in the morning of the day on which it was
found, as the drawer (a very small one) contained nothing but a
few buttons, needles and pins, and was, as I have said, in daily
use. Here again restoration was made of the missing money,
but in the shape of two half-sovereigns instead of a sovereigu.
Of course the *‘Psychical Researcher’ will have his observa-
tion on this either to the effect that a dishonest servant
had ‘somehow’ stolen the money and ‘repented,” or that
it was a practical joke by one of the household, who had
carried it to its utmost limit and then made restitution. To
me this is improbable, because no oune in the house, servant or
¢ otherwise,” was capable of such a thing; but my belief in
this cannot be accepted as * evidence,” and I go on with my narra-
tive because the facts are cumulative.

In the spring of 1897 there were again abstracted from
purses of various members of the family, or from tables where
the money was temporarily deposited—(1) Two half-sovereigns,
(2) three-and-six in silver, (3) one-and-six in silver, and (4) two-
and-six in silver. In July of this year I handed my eldest
son, while he was dressing, the sum of sixteen-and-twopence
sent him by a relative in an order, which I had just cashed
for him. He stupidly left the money lying on his dressing-
table, and went to business. On his return at 6 p.m. his
eldest sister, who had been in his bedroom in the course of the
afternoon, handed him six-and-twopence, which she said she
had found on the Hoor. He asked for the half-sovereign, but
was told that it had never been scen. The room was searched
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from top to bottom, but the gold coin could not be found.
Again I was driven to the conclusion that mischievous spirits
had been about us, but that it was quite possible restitution
might yet be made either in whole or in part. Nothing
happened before my holidays, when I went for a tour in Derby-
shire, accompanied by three other members of the family. The
remainder (six) went to reside at the seaside, some twenty-three
miles from our home. When they entercd the house they were
to occupy for September, all the drawers had, of course, been
left empty for their use, and were carefully examined before
being filled with clothing, &c. On three separate days, within
one week thereafter, each of the three youngest members of
the family, whose ages are vespectively twenty-one, nineteen,
and seventeen, discovered in and near a chest of drawers situated
in a bedroom on the ground floor, six half-sovereigns!| The
singular thing was that each of them discovered two half-
sovereigns at a time. In one case, a half-sovereign was found
by the eldest of the trio on the top of the chest of drawers,
and the remaining half-sovereign was found on the floor imme-
diately behind the chest. The youngest of the trio got one
of her half-sovereigns in the top drawer, lying loosely on the
top of its contents. She then completely emptied this drawer,
leaving nothing in it, and on returning in half-an-hour
had the curiosity to examine the empty drawer, when she found
her ¢second half-sovereign.” The remaining couple were found
in the same drawer (which was in daily use) by the second eldest
of tho trio on the day prior to the last occurrence. Unfortu-
nately, as I was absent at the time, no note was taken of hours
or days, and I am merely giving you the results of my investiga-
tions on returning home.

The next abnormal occurrence was as follows : I had sent a
small dividend warrant from Derbyshire, of the value of twenty
shillings, to my third eldest daughter to cash at the local bank,
and told her to use it. She complied with my request and
received & sovereign, which she put in her purse, and shortly
afterwards went down to the village to make some pur-
chases. On reaching the shop she intended entering she
found to her consternation that the sovereign was gone,
and must have been abstracted in the street out of her
purse and within five minutes after being placed there. She
had come in contact with no one on the way, and pickpockets
in this seaside resort are out of the question. On her
return home, she had occasion to go to her own bedroom
for some article of clothing, and on opening one of the upper
drawers in the chest of drawers there she found a solitary half-
crown, being just the amount she had intended to spend in the
shop in the village. At the present moment (September 24th)
my account with my unknown abstractors whom I suspect to be
denizens of the other world stands as follows :—Stolen,
£2 17s. 6d. ; restored, £3 2s. 6d. ; balance in my favour of bs.,
which in the meantime I retain.

I chronicle two other incidents occurring during September
at the seaside in the same house, which I may here state is one
we have occupied several times before without incident. My
third eldest daughter, before-mentioned, while filling a crystal
jug with water, by accident severely cracked it, and it was so
badly injured that she expected never to use it again. Next
morning, on going into the dining-room to breakfast, she dis-
covered, to her intense surprise, that the jug was * whole every
whit '—not a vestige of a crack to be seen. Kither some
‘beneficent fairy’ had entered the house during the night
and brought a new jug to replace the old, or our ¢ good’
friends on the other side had in some mysterious manner
‘healed up’ the cracks and restored the jug to its former
condition. During the same week my son-in-law and his
wife, who were residing for a few days in the same house,
heard a loud crack in the room at night, but as nothing else
occurred they went to sleep. In the morning, however, they
were surprised to find that the bottom of one of the tumblers

lying on the washstand had been neatly scooped out,apparently
by a cut as if done with an instrument, and the piece fell out on
being lifted up. The healing of several cracks in a crystal jug
by unknown agency is a ‘tough’lot for the sceptic, but of
course this tumbler incident can easily be explained by the
‘ Psychical Researcher’ as being due to ‘atmospheric agency.’
I won’t discuss this now, as my evidence, I have said, is ¢ cumu-
lative,” and will go on with the rest of the narrative.

(To be continned.)

MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA.—* Li¢uT’ may be obtained from
Mr. W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Collins-street, Hast.






