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Dr. Dumontpallier illustrates the processus of the sub-
consciousness by the following diagram (published in Professor
Grasset's lectures at the University of Montpellier, Boehm) :—
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The arrows indicate the direction of the transmissions. The
sub-conscious sensory centres given above in the light rings were
indicated in blue on the Doctor’s diagram. The sub-conscious
motor centres given above in dark circles were indicated in red.
The centre of conscious sensor-motor reactions O, was suggested
by representing it as a dual combination of red and blue.

The argument implies that in conscious reactions the nerve
waves received by the sensory centres A V T are transmitted to
O, where they give rise to motor impulses, which are trans-
mitted to the motor centres E M K. It is the reaction in O
that entails an image or impression in consciousness, and con-
sequent conscious or voluntary action. The direction of these
transmissions is indicated by dotted arrows. Sub-conscious
impressions, or reactions, are transmitted direct from the
sensory centres A VT to the motor centres E M K without
emerging in O, where consequently they are not vegistered.
These transmissions are indicated by arrow-headed dark lines.

The diagram is conventional in form. O represents the
cerebrum, while AT V E M K may represent neurons in the
cerebellum, medulla oblongata, spinal cord, ganglia, or plexi.
It will be better understood from the following sketch made by
the Doctor himself : —

/ \\h )Cerebellum-

" e, g %
% Protuberance annulaire
: Bulbe

S

Medulla oblongata

Spinal cord

\ $83USNOLOSUQI-( 1
N\

\

Qu.esTor VIiTE,
(To be continuted.)

—

Tre New Orrices.—The Treasurer gratefully acknowledges
the receipt of £1 from Mrs. Coates, ds. from Mur. F. Martin,
and 3s. from T.H., towards the fund for furnishing and lighting
the new premises.
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‘THE WORSHIP OF LUCIFER.'*

If Lucifer were as easily summoned as he is supposed to be
by the hero of this story, he would have plenty of business.

Christopher Perkins and his friend, Edward Puckle, take up
their abode in a haunted house, purchased by the former, who
i1s a wealthy returned Colonial, while Puckle is a disfrocked
priest. They fit up a couple of rooms for their diabolic séances
by draping them in black and ornamenting them with pictures
of hell. Then Puckle invokes Satan in a lengthy address, in
which the devil is told how good he is, and what he ought todo
and to think about this world of his. A dreadful form then
appears ;:—

‘A fearful, amazingly tall figure, clad in sombre robes. It
approached gradually nearer, preceded by a tiny phosphorescent
ball, until it stood at the end of the black room. The face was

terrific, discoloured, bloated ; it bore the impress of sin and
crime.’

This was not Satan, however, but a spirit who on earth had
been a sensualist, evil liver and drunkard, and who ¢ carried his
hell about with him.’

They tried again, and this was the result :—

“At the far end of the apartment was discernable a dread

something ; it was shapeless, formless, inky black, and around
it flickered an angry, reddish yellow phosphorescence. In the
centre was a big scarlet blotch as of blood.’

A voice came from this dreadful ‘thing’ saying that on
earth 1t was a vivisectionist, and that it is called ¢ Prince of
Fiends’ in its present abode.

The ex-priest concludes there is something wrong with their
diablerie, and that the presence of a virtuous maiden
would make all right, as Satan is particularly fond of them.
Whereupon he goes off to try to entice ‘a barmaid,’ while
Perkins accidentally falls in with Iris Amering, niece of Lady
Everilda, a neighbour. Iris is caught in a storm near the
haunted house, and invited in, and plied with drugged coffee
by the wicked priest, and then carried to the séance room ; but
her presence there causes a beautiful bright spirit to come
instead of Satan, and this child of light preaches a long sermon
and vanishes.

That is all there is of Satanism in the volume, for the rest
of the book is taken up by scenes in the family life of Iris and
her aunt. TIris finally marries a certain Lord Kenamere, who is
introduced into the story for that purpose. The wicked priest
poisons himself by mistake, and his friend Perkins digs a grave
in the garden and buries him secretly, and eventually marries
‘the widow of a farmer.’

The volume ends with this excellent sentiment :—

¢ Life is chequered, but the true philosopher will find tha
the key to happiness is well-doing, and that unselfishness is
the roand which leads straight through the glistening golden
gates. What mortal can attain perfection? But to do evil
causes naught but despondent misery, and the blissful peace of
heaven on earth dwells only in that soul which strives ever
upwards towards its highest ideal.’
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A HAUNTED FAMILY.

The readers of ¢ Licut’ will have been interested in the
article entitled ‘A Haunted Family,” which appcared in the
issue for September 4th, and will, perhaps, be glad of a few
more particulars of this remarkable case which I translate from
‘ L'Echo du Merveilleux,’ where Dr. Corneille gives an account
of his own critical examination of it, even going so far in his
earnest and sincere search after truth as to invite the young
medium to his house and keep her under his own or his wife’s
supervision both night and day, the child even sleeping in the
apartment occupied by himself anl Madame Corneille. Would
there were some like him to be found among the medical
faculty in England ; then would such interesting, spontaneous
phenomena as those exhibited in the case of the young Dorset-
shire medium of a few years since, and the still more recent
one in the Fen district, not have been allowed to pass into
oblivion as, unfortunately, has been the case.

I will give a short résumé of some of Dr. Corneille’s
experiences, as a pendant to the previous article. In the first
place he says : ‘That the Sabourault family were still inhabit-
ing Yzeures when he, with several other gentlemen whom he
named, visited them.’

‘ For three nights nothing happened. At last, on the morn-
ing following the fourth night, as M. Khan (who had always
scented fraud) retired, evidently satisfied with the completely
negative result of the inquiries, an mmuvisible pianist all at once
began to execute with amazing rapidity a series of arpeggios
and runs under the bed on which the mother and daughter were
still reposing. This continued for one or two minutes, and
then the manifestation ceased. Madame Sabourault and the
child occupied such a position in the bed that any movement of
the hands was sinply impossible ; besides, the music was not
produced in any given locality, the place whence the sounds
proceeded being constantly changed and passing from one
extremity of the bed to the other. Moreover, it was charac-
terised by a lightness and speed which were quite inimitable.
We strove to produce it in different ways, but could never
succeed in doing so. This phenomenon alone was sufficient to
convince me of its occult origin.’

Dr. Corneille adds :—

‘Ifeel it my duty to declare that when I examined Renée
Sabourault al Yzeures in the beginning of April, I perceived no
trace of hysteria, but on the contrary, after a close and
impartial examination, I found her nervous system entirely
normal. A short time after my journey to Yzeurcs the family
removed to Poitiers, where, although there was no cessation of
the manifestations in private, the investigators failed to evoke
any when sitting for that purpose. At length we decided on
inviting the well-known medium Madame Agallana, from
Bordeaux, to be present at the séances, and on her kindly con-
senting to visit Poitiers, the usual circle was formed, but the
result was not what we had expected. The table never moved,
but Renée and her mother were seized with convulsive move-
ments of the right arm, and developed automatic writing
faculties. The next evening the experiments were renewed,
and hardly were we seated at the table when the latter was
seized with violent movements, and at the same time Rende
(together with the chair on which she was seated) was forcibly
pushed backwards to the distance of more than a yard from the
table. This movement was effected with great suddenness, but
without violence. I placed myself behind the young girl’s chair,
with my fingers on the back of it, and convinced myself that
her feet were resting on the rungs ; then the movements werc
produced with greater violence, as if fully to establish their
reality, and I was even at last pushed against a piece of furni-
ture, and pressed between it and Renée’s chair, which was
forcibly pressed against my chest. This pressure became so
painful that 1 asked the sitters to draw the chair away, that I
might liberate myself, and they had to exert all their strength
to do so. The chair being now restored to its primitive position
against the table, around which we sat in a circle, forming a
chain, with the exception of Madame Agallana, who remained
apart, seated about two yards from the principal group, I my-
self keeping my place behind the young medium’s chair with
my hands on the back of it, I felt the latter incline towards me,
as if seeking a resting place, and I slightly resisted. Immedi-
ately both chair and child were raised to the height of about
twenty centimetres and floated in the air without any support !
It was a superb levitation and lasted fifteen seconds. In less
than ten minutes five other levitations were produced. T'osum
up, the chair and child were sir times raised and suspended in
the air without any support, the periods of the levitations vary-
ing from fifteen to twenty seconds. During the last levitation
the chair and child were moved across a space of about two
metres. (It will be remembered that the Krench mectre is
rather more than an English yard.) I ought here to notice an
important fact. Once when the power hardly seemed sufti-
cient to raise the chair, both the latter and child became
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subject to a curious involuntary movement. She declared
they awere {trying to raise her from her seat. In fact
at the instant she was seen to slip on her chair, notwithstanding
her efforts to the contrary. I then placed myself in front of
her, took hold of her legs, and endeavoured to resist the
gliding movements of the girl, when suddenly she became
entranced, from which state I had to release her by passes. I
may here remark that this was the first nervous accident from
which she had suffered, and this was entirely occasioned by my
having opposed myself to the will of the invisible power which
was working in and through her. This is a fact pregnant with
importance. We did not carry experiments further that even-
ing, but contented ourselves with the results we had obtained,
and these were remarkable, for we had just witnessed six levi-
tations in full light and in the midst of ten witnesses, and these
phenomena were of such scientific worth as to give sufficient
guarantee of the reality of the phenomena. Desirous of pur-
suing the study of so interesting a case as this child of twelve
years, I asked and obtained the consent of the parents to take
her for a few days, and the following week Renée arrived.’

The phenomena which occurred during her visit to Dr.
Corneille are of the highest scientific nature, on account of the
test conditions under which they were obtained. As before
stated, the young medium slept in the apartment occupied by
Dr. and Madame Corneille. Her rest was undisturbed, and the
next day she was made happy and contented by means of toys
and other amusements. They found her a sweet, docile, well-
behaved child, but nothing remarkable happened until a day or
two after her arrival. ‘On the Saturday, however,” says Dr.

Corneille—

‘I seated her at the table, put some writing paper before
her, and she soon began to write automatically, the influence
using bad language and declaring it would produce no mani-
festations in my house. I then addressed the invisible presence
in a loud and commanding voice, declaring that except he be-
haved with perfect courtesy all communications must cease, and
I at once suspended the séance. The investigations were re-
newed in the evening, and also the next day, but the com-
munications by writing continued to be of a most objectionable
and disgusting character, but at length our patience was re-
warded, and the control became docile, obedient and good-
natured. Still it was not until Monday, 17th, that the occult
force exhibited itself in any very decided manner, when my
wife and two gentlemen sat around a three-legged table on
which Renée laid her hands. The table was seized with such
violent movements that taking the base with my hands I could
not prevent the motion, and was literally dragged by it about
the room. I may say here once for all that the child has never
appeared to seek to produce these phenomena herself ; she
evidently regards herself as a spectator, nothing more, but
notwithstanding this fact, we always take care to watch atten-
tively both her hands and feet, which her extreme youth and
short dress render particularly easy. The famous argument of
the dress of Kusapia Paladino is out of the question here to
explain the levitations of the table, of which we were witnesses,
and we must also renounce the hypothesis of anything hidden
under the clothes, as Renée, aided by my wife, dressed and
undressed in our own bedroom.’

YVarious other extraordinary phenomena are then described,
but one evening later, in the presence of Dr. Corneille, of

myself, and four other gentlemen, my wife being delegated to
light up when required, the phenomena were produced with an
intensity and variety which was never afterwards surpassed :—

‘The room was illuminated by a red photographic lantern,
with which nearly all the phenomena had been observed. We
placed ourselves round a large, heavy, oak table, which was
lifted from the floor and overturned, its feet being placed in the
air, and was flung on M. Girandais, who fell backwards with a
loud cry. On lighting up we found M. Girandais on the ground
and the table overturned upon him. It would be useless to
recount in detail all the séances which took place at my house
in the presence of various scientific men (whose names are
given) ; suffice it to say that during the last few days that
Renée was with us, the invisible presence appeared entirely to
have changed his character and become absolutely obedient and
docile, producing and modifying the phenomena as convenient
to us, always ready to obey, and doing nothing except at our
request. This invisible guest of the Sabouraults, who, when
with them, insisted on presenting himself when not wanted, and
refusing to respond when requested—this late disagreeable and
ignoraut being—developed during Renée’s stay with us into an
amiable and complaisant companion, whose loss we sincerely
regretted when, on the young medium leaving us, he also was
obliged to bid us adieu.’

Paris. Evriza LeTLEY BOUCHER.
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