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sad when the beloved vanish ; and what we call ‘death’
inevitably drives the mind in upon itself. But the spirit
should gently take up arms against the foe, and not
consent to be overcome even by natural sorrow.

There was keen point in a short poem, once flung at the
Christians by an unbeliever, on this very subject. Here
it is. There is much that is wholesome behind the sharp
thorns :—

Here they come, all robed in black,
Bearing, what ? A piece of clay.
O, 1 see ; 'tis brother Jack,
He who died the other day ;
He who often preached and prayed,
Told us of the love of God,
How he had atonement made
For our sins, and borne our load.

Yes, ’tis he ; he's surely blest,
Now his work of love is done,
Now he’s entered into rest,
With his crown of glory won.
Shout ! ye men who bear the bier,
Leap for joy ! your friend is well ;
For he’s done his duty here,
Turned a host of souls from hell.

It’s death ! but as I scan each face,
Seems as if he’d gone below ;
Gone right to the very place
Where he didn’t mean to go.
Why so sad, ye Christian men ?
Why these mournful garments wear ?
Hope ye not to meet him * then,’
When your Lord comes through the air ?

Hope ! It seems as if ye'd none,—
None, no more than I have got,

Of a world that needs no sun,
Where a trouble enters not ;

Seems as if 'twere * dust to dust,’
Seems, aye, seems as if 'twere worse ;

Seems as if this ‘ die ye must,’
Were no blessing, but a curse.

He arise, no more to die !

Seems as if it were a lie.

A late writer, referring to the mad anxiety about
money, and the race for riches, in America, says, especially
of the French peasants :—

Now we come to a very important question, whether they
are or are not a happy people, and how in this respect they
compare with us. And here I feel bound to say that my
observations in Europe thus far force me to the conclusion, that
while we have more energy, enterprise and inventive genius,
and more of what we call and consider the comforts of life, yet
we get out of them a less percentage of substantial happiness
than any other people I have seen. I believe there are millions
on this side of the ocean living on a few sous a day, who have
more of real enjoyment than our millionaires. And the thought
often occurs to me here whether we have not in our country too
much of that unhealthy ambition which struggles for larger
houses, richer furniture, and costlier dress and equipage;
sacrificing in the struggle the true sources of happiness.

It is not New York and Chicago alone which need this
lesson. -

UNITARIANS COMPLIMENT A SPIRITUALIST.—The members
of the Sunderland Free Unitarian Church have just presented
Mr. John Rutherford, of Roker-by-the-Sea, with a magnificent
timepiece and bronzes, as a mark of their esteem. Mr. Fother-
gill, the President of the church, in making the presentation,
said that Mr. Rutherford, while the church was without a
minister, conducted the services with marked ability, and all
were highly pleased and instructed by the attractive spiritual
thought which he presented. Mr. Rutherford briefly replied,
thanking the congregation for their handsome present, and
pointed out that the new thought was fast permeating the
world, and the old dogmas were rapidly being relegated to the
dust heap for burial. When the twentieth century wrote its
history of religion, it would award high praise to the Unitarians
for their courage, spiritual insight, and critical power,
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INTERVIEW WITH DR. J. M. PEEBLES.

The ¢Banner of Light’ (Boston, U.S.A.) reports in
its issue of August 7th a long interview with Dr. Peebles,
The following extracts may interest our readers :—

QuEesTiON.—Doctor, when did you get back from the OQld
World ?

ANSWER.—I came last Saturday evening, and had a very
pleasant voyage, in company with several noted personages—
Chauncey M. Depew, the Ambassador from Corea to our
Government, the Chinese Ambassador, and a missionary from
the Congo in Africa, who is on his way to Peru. I had pleasant
talks with him in regard to Occult Science and Spiritualism,

Q.—Were you present at the Queen’s celebration ?

A.—I1 reached London three days after the Jubilee, so that
I merely saw its trail of glory. For the Queen as a woman,
wife, widow, and mother, I have the profoundest respect ; but
the Queen part is of little consequence to Americans. The
English had but two thoughts on their brain when I reached
London, the Queen’s Jubilee and horse racing. The streets
were crowded, but the order was most perfect. London is the
best governed city in the world. I stopped with J. J. Morse
at his hotel, called the Florence House, neatly and elegantlykept.

Q.—Did you spend much time in London ?

A.—I remained in London only two weeks, reaching London
on Saturday. I slipped into the Cavendish Rooms on Sundsy
to listen to Mrs. Wallis, wife of Mr. Wallis, editor of the
‘Two Worlds.” She is a trance medium, and it was an evening
for answering questions. I have seldom, if ever, heard ques
tions involving profound thought answered more firmly and
correctly, according to my understanding of Spiritualism. One
was : Do the animals of this present world exist as individu-
alities in the spiritual world ? The answer was emphatically in
the negative. The other was : Do spirits recognise that sucha
man or medium as Jesus existed on earth ? This was answered
emphatically in the affirmative. ~The reasons given by the con-
trolling spirits were logical and philosophical. I hope I reveal
no secret in saying that Mr. and Mrs. Wallis intend to visit
America next year. They are both excellent exponents of
Spiritualism.

Q.—With whom did you spend most of the time in London?

A.—At the sunny home of J. J. Morse and family. Mr
Morse is not only an able expounder of Spiritualism and a fine
writer, but an inveterate worker. His ‘ Lyceum Banner' is
ably conducted and has a large circulation. One day during
my stay with him he received forty-nine subscribers. His home
is really the centre of Spiritualism in the city of London.

Q.—Did Mr. Morse say anything about visiting America
next yoar ?

A.—Mr. Morse will probably visit our country at no distant
period, and I heard his good wife say that she preferred living
in America to England.

().—You have met Mr. Dawson Rogers of London * Licar '

A.—1I first knew him about thirty years ago. He is 3
devoted worker, and makes ‘LicHT’ a very scholarly and
educational journal. In his office T also met the Rev. John
Page Hopps, who, though pastor of a large Unitarian church,
is an out-and-out Spiritualist, and has the full courage of his
convictions. The Rev. Haweis, an Episcopal clergyman
preaching to the most aristocratic people in England, is also an
avowed Spiritualist—as much so as Heber Newton of New
York. The Spiritualists invited me to speak in the Cavendish
Hall, where I lectured every Sunday evening for nearly five
months almost thirty years ago. James Burns at those times
had charge of the meetings. I met a goodly number of old
acquaintances, such as J. Enmore Jones, I also met the
Everitts. Mrs. Everitt is a most excellent medium. At the
reception given me by Mr. Morse and family I had the pleasure
of seeing a number of my old friends. At this gathering the
music was excellent, and the rooms were decorated with flowers.
Mr. Morse was elected chairman,and quite a number of speeches
were made, among the speakers being Mrs. Watson, of James-
town, N.Y., so well known in our country ; Mrs. B. B.
and Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, of Philadelphia, were als
present.

Q.—The newspapers announced that Mrs, Martin, formerly
Mrs. Woodhull, has been left a fortune by her d
husband. Are the reports correct ? '

o




Ll T

August 21, 1897.

A.—They are. Mr. Martin, her husband, was a very
wealthy banker—a millionaire—and dyiog, left his fortune to
his wife, estimated to be between eight hundred thousand and
a million dollars. The marriage was an exceedingly happy
one, and their home was a marvel of beauty, riches and luxury.
The élite of London were often their guests. In company with
Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Hill and Mrs. Cadwallader of Philadelphia,
I lunched with Mrs. J. Biddulph Martin and her daughter
during my brief stay in London. Her monthly, ¢ The
Humanitarian,’ has a very large circulation. It is reformatory
and progressive along the lines of woman’s suffrage, psychic
studies and evolution.

MOVEMENT OF OBJECTS WITHOUT CONTACT.

CONTROL OF A SENSITIVE AT A DISTANCE THROUGH A
MESMERISED SUBJECT.

The following facts constitute valuable evidence as illus-
trating the process by which similar phenomena are effected at
séances through mediums.

It will be remembered that when M. de Rochas induced
the exteriorisation of Kusapia’s *sensibility and motricity ’
at Choisy-Ivrac, by mesmeric, ¢.e., magnetic passes, the
astral operator, ‘John King,” affirmed that it was by the
use of that exteriorised effluvium that he produced the now
well-known phenomena occurring in her presence. This ex-
planation appears to be confirmed by the fact that somewhat
similar phenomena to those produced through KEusapia, have
been produced by human operators through their mesmeric
subjects, as will be seen in the following account.

Dr. Moutin, the President of the ‘Fédération Spirite
Universelle’ of Paris and author of *‘Le Diagnostic de la
Suggestibilité,” which was reviewed in these columns recently,
states that when practising in the South of France he at one
time had as patient Mlle. Berthe Didier, of Nions (Dréme),
the daughter of the procurewr (public prosecutor). While treat-
ing her magnetically for therapeutic purposes, he discovered
that exceptional and peculiar phenomena could be produced
through her. He found that when induced into a deep
mesmeric state, her aura could be sufficiently exteriorised to
entail action at a distance, carrying motive power. After ex-
perimenting for some time he observed that she could be
commanded or ‘suggested’ to transfer her will power to
objects in the room and move them. He succeeded in making
her move two cane chairs, at a distance, by projecting her
¢ motricity,’ causing them to bend over and bow to each other,
to his order. He also made her act on a Swiss cuckoo clock and
cause it to crow to order. These phenomena could not be
extended over twenty minutes, and the subject remained tired
for the remainder of the day. The subject, it should be noted,
became lethargic and more or less of an automaton, as is usual
in the hypnotic sleep, and could not act spontaneously of hex
own free will while in that state. Her actions were involuntary.
It was the operator’s suggestions, t.c., ideas that involved and
reacted through her sensor-motor system, evolving motor action
through her organism.

He had obtained somewhat similar phenomena also through
another subject, Madame Andrieux, who lived then at No. 14,
Rue Froschot, Paris. In her case he found that it assisted the
production of the phenomenatohave a magnetic chain constituted
by assistants sitting round a table. The subject was placed at
a distance of about a yard from the table, and not in immediate
contact with the chain. After inducing the somnambulic state
by magnetic passes, he could order her to project her aura, and
produce raps against a mirror in the room, which were heard by
all the assistants constituting the chain. He even determined
the levitation of a small table by her, in a similar manner with-
out contact. The subject always verbally assented Lo the sug.
gestions, and announced that she would execute them (as
Eusapia does). She stated that she felt a nervous shock in her
organism, when the raps were produced on the mirror (again re-
minding one of Eusapia).

On the other hand Dr. Moutin had witnessed in 1890,
phenomena produced by a pianist, M. Fumet, at the house of a
mutual friend, M. G. Coutant, an artist, and which M. Fumet
claimed to produce volitionally by occult powers.* He, how-

* This is no doubt another instance in which a medium, 1n order to
exalt his self-importance, claimed to be an occultist, and to produce the
phenomena of himself, as in the case of Madame Blavatsky, and as is again
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ever, entered into a stale of trance, and that without being
mesmerised by any visible operator (which fact infers
action by an invisible operator, as the secondary or trance
state pertains to the involuntary aspect of the self, in which
the self cannot act volitionally); small luminous sparks
like those of fire flies then issued from his epigastric region
and condensed into a vaporous mass at his side, then assuming
the form of an arm, projecting about a yard from the subject.
This vaporous arm then produced knocks and moved objects.
His friend, M. Montorgeuil, a journalist, had also seen these
phenomena and eould confirin this account. (The similarity
with those produced through Eusapia will be noticed.) M.
Montorgeuil had affirmed that he had seen some cards given to
M. Fumet which then disappeared. M. Fumet claimed to
have projected them to the fourth floor of the house, where,
indeed, they were subsequently found. But Dr. Moutin had
not seen this done himself. If a confirmation can be obtained
from M. Montorgeuil, this would constitute a case of *apport.’

The epigastric region undoubtedly developed peculiar sensi-
bility during the artificially induced sleep state, said Dr.
Moutin. Four of the subjects whom he had had at different
times could, when blindfolded, read letters placed in contact
with their epigastrium. The Deputy, Clovis Hughes, had held
his hands over the eyes of one of these subjects, while she read
the time from the hands of a watch held in contact with her
epigastric regicn.

On the other hand movement of objects without contact had
been produced through one of his subjects apart from any
suggestion of his, and independently of the subject’s will. The
Marquise de F., of the Chiteau de Rochegude, Dréme, had lent
herself to experimental research, after being therapeutically
treated by magnetism by him. After being magnetically
induced by him into lethargy, in which state her own volition
ceased to act, she was apparently acted upon and determined
by invisible operators, and a series of movements of objects
at a distance were produced through her without contact
and independently of any suggestion from himself, he looking
on as a spectator merely. Some plates were taken from a side-
board, and carried to the table in the centre of the room and
placed thereon. The table was struck by heavy blows. The
door of the room was opened and closed again. Heavy footsteps,
as if with spurred boots, were heard in the next room, but no
one was visible when the door was opened immediately. It is
evident that these phenomena, which again resemble those pro-
duced through Eusapia, must have been produced through the
medium of the subject’s exteriorised aura, as those determined
by himself through the other subjects, and those occurring
through Eusapia, were produced. The identity of the process
in the production of mesmeric and mediumistic phenomena is
apparent in these illustrations.

The following facts are communicated by a gentleman hold-
ing a public office of responsibility, under the condition that
neither the names of the persons involved, nor the localities,
shall be disclosed, as the principal operator in the matter holds
an official position. The account is not given by the operator
himself, but by a friend of his (from the operator’s description
to him), who is a recognised authority on these questions, and
has already published several accounts of somewhat similar
phenomena in publications that carry weight. There is con-
siderable probability that the operator may subsequently be
induced to draw up a description himself, signed by some of
the witnesses, also holding public offices, who were present.
The writer has communicated the name of his authority and of
the operator, in confidence, to the Editor.

The operator, who will be referred to as A, is a powerful
mesmerist, and has a subject of peculiar and exceptional ex-
teriorising faculty, who will be referred to as B. The third
person involved is a lady friend of A, and who will be referred

to as C, residing at a distance of several hundred miles from A

and B.

A had trained B to exteriorise her double while under
his magnetic influence. B had thus been made to project
her double to C by A’s order. A had thus communicated
with C, through B. One day when B’s double had thus been
projected by A to C, the subject B told A that C was in bed
in her home, unwell, ana had a bag of pralines on her bed.
A decided to try the experiment as to whether B's double

repeated in the case of Mrs, Tingley, whom the ‘ Theosophist’ describes
as ‘the leader of the Theosophical movement throughout the world,” and
who for years was a spirit medium. Dr. Peebles states that he personally
knows several people who sat in her séances, and paid her for her ser-
vices. See ‘ Banner of Light,” August 7th.












