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tion by demon powers is as real as inspiration by divine 
powers. The word simply means breathing into ; and it does 
not at all necessarily refer to sanctity, authority, or truth.

To our friends who write concerning 4 Revelation,’ 
we suggest the following lines of thought:—If there 
is a God, a living God, is it not highly probable 
that He would provide for the gradual discovery 
of truth and some knowledge of Himself? If so, 
would not this be, must not this be, in harmony with 
natural law ? In that case, could it be exceptional, local, 
intermittent? Is not 4 Inspiration/ then, the inbreathing of 
the universal spirit, which all receive in proportion to their 
receptivity? Thus understood, the working out of Inspira­
tion is insight, and Revelation is discovery. Is it possible, 
then, that Revelation should cease? Could a living 
God close the gift and end the process, and yet sustain the 
development of Man through natural law ?

‘After death: The story of a summer;’ by Lilian 
Whiting (London : Sampson Low & Co.), announced in our 
advertising columns, is an enchanting little book. It tells 
the experiences of its author after the decease of her 
very dear friend, the well-known American writer, Kate 
Field: and, beyond these experiences, it sets forth her 
bright and very modern thoughts concerning the 
whole subject of spirit communion. Miss Whiting, 
thoroughly well informed on Psychical subjects, thinks that 
the old physical manifestations w ere only a crude stage, 
and that we must advance to spirit communion through 
Telepathy. * The real illumination is yet to come. But the 
achievement is to be on our side, by lifting ourselves to 
the spiritual life.’ We must advance the inner selfhood, 
with all its fine possibilities of receptivity, until ‘spirit will 
respond to spirit, both from the Seen and the Unseen.’

This lovely ideal is worked out, like a beautiful Sonata, 
and in such a way as to win the affections, to inform the 
judgment, and to carry the whole subject of Spiritualism 
into a very refined, convincing and winning region.

We lately paid an interesting visit to Professor 
d’Odiardi, at his modest little hospital at Notting Hill Gate 
(30, Silver-street). The Professor is an old student of 
electricity as a curative agent, and, though his hospital is 
small, it abounds with valuable contrivances for dealing 
with most of ‘ the ills that flesh is heir to.’ He has lately 
been brought prominently before the public on account of 
his wonderful instrument for registering thought and 
emotion by bodily emanations, without contact with the 
machine ; and he claims that the scientific value of this 
instrument has been strongly confirmed by the experiments 
of Dr. Luys, whose photographs of emanations are 
immensely important, throwing light upon, or opening 
doors to, many things.

Professor d’Odiardi’s instrument was invented seven 
years ago, and was introduced by Dr. Baraduc to the 
Academy of Science of Paris. It seems to us to be a 
first-rate introduction to occult subjects, demonstrating 
as it does, in a way that can be brought home to the 
crudest mind, the existence of unseen forces. Beyond 
that, it is exceedingly suggestive as to the value of 
subtile curative agents, apart from drugs. On this score, 
Professor d’Odiardi says :—

All is personal work. No drugs are taken internally. All 
possible and available physical forces are employed, such as 
electro-gymnastics, breathing exercises in combination with the 
inhalation of gases, vapours, liquids, charged with electricity, 
the vapours of metals volatilised by electricity, nascent ozone, 
used for twelve years by Professor d’Odiardi in the successful 
treatment of consumption, ulcers, gangrene, abscesses, &c., and 
treatment by coloured light rays, from vacuum tubes, i.e., by 
X-rays, a very old discovery, the only novelty being an

increase of intensity and using them to see through (supposed) 
opaque substances. These are used for the sanitation of 
the internal man, and for re-opening obstructed blood ducts to 
circulation and function.

What an odd thing it is that people usually get restive 
or even aggressive if one says anything that runs across 
their already formed opinion, or that threatens to alter 
their point of view ! Did they always think and feel and 
see just as they do now ? If not, why resist or resent the 
process of still further change ? ‘ Freedom ’ wisely says,— 

As soon as we see that the ideas that help us at one time will 
be outgrown by the very impetus of progressive intelligence, we 
will understand why it was necessary and inevitable that we 
should have gone through the intermediate steps. Also, we will 
not worry ourselves about what idea is to be the next step or 
how we are to get it. We will know that it will be forthcoming 
in time for use, just as any previous demand in the same line had 
brought its own supply. The very fact that we have outgrown 
an idea pre-supposes the fact that we have grown into a more 
positive one, and one that will be in perfect harmony with our 
highest degree of receptivity.

The following delicate and seasonable little poem has 
floated our way

Beautiful sheen of the silver sea ;
Beautiful pebbles washed to me ;
Beautiful eager sails outspread,
Black as the storm-cloud overhead ;
Beautiful waves when the sun breaks through,
Golden dazzle and leaden hue ;
Beautiful haze in the dreamy sky ;
Beautiful cloudlets sailing by ; .
Beautiful earth and sky and sea,
Whisper your beautiful message to me ’—H. H. J.

THE PARISIAN PYTHONESS.

The Paris Press has been noticing that several of the 
prophecies of Mlle. Cou&don have recently been realised, 
notably with regard to the burning of the Charity Bazaar and 
the two cyclones. They accuse her of foretelling nothing but 
misfortunes. It would be premature to say whether her predic­
tions with regard to national events carry any weight or not ; 
but in this respect we may notice that she has made some gloomy 
prognostications with regard to England, as reported in the 
‘ Echo du Mervellieux,’ of July 1st and 15th. •

As to the Jubilee, the Queen must be prayed for. The 
(position of the) English will alter. India will be taken from 
them. 1 see war declared ; their Navy destroyed, submerged. 
Nothing of it will remain. Victoria must be prayed for. I 
see that she will depart not long hence. She will be defamed. 
Something unsuspected will be revealed. The commodious 
straits (Gibraltar ?) will be taken from her.
The prophetess continues to predict dire calamities to 

France. A dreadful war is approaching which will be precipitated 
by the latter’s action. Three nations are armed. Russia will 
not help her ally. The Sultan will be deposed. A plague will 
appear before which doctors will flee. The guillotine will be 
re-erected, the clergy decimated. As to the promised King, it 
is the German Emperor who will advance the proofs of 
his genealogy. Her statements with regard to President 
Faure excited public opinion so much that the leading 
reporter of the ‘ Figaro ’ interviewed her. She stated that 
President Faure would visit Russia, and, while there, trouble 
would be fomented at home in connection with a loan, which 
would entail his resignation. Another President will be elected 
but only for a short time, when a revolution will occur. A 
reporter of the ‘ Gaulois’ followed suit by interviewing another 
somnambule, who foretold similar disasters. If all this should 
turn out to be true, we are indeed approaching dark times.

Do Spirits see Material Objects?—‘D. W./of 9, Gar- 
ville-road, Dublin, writes :—In a recent number of * Light ’ 
was an article headed ‘Do Spirits see Material Objects ? ’ A 
Quaker lady in Philadelphia who lost her two little girls and 
afterwards communicated with them, told me that one of them 
replied to this question as follows, ‘ We do see the objects in the 
room when you think of th$m—through your mind—not other­
wise.’ ■ . I
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THE DUALITY INHERENT IN THE HUMAN DOUBLE
As Demonstrated Experimentally by M. de Rochas.

The * Lotus Bleu ’ of July contains an article by M. 
de Rochas, describing several experiments in which he was 
able to divide the human double into two parts.

It will be remembered that by pushing the extériorisa­
tion of the subject’s vital aura beyond the usual stages, in 
which it constitutes concentric zones of sensibility 
surrounding the body, the operator found that this aura 
condensed itself into the * double? The process assumes 
the following stages, when subjects are first submitted to 
it :—2. The zones of exteriorised sensibility condense into 
poles at each side of the subject, one being blue, the 
other red. 3. These blue and red poles assume a 
phantomic form. 4. They unite and constitute the 
human double, which traverses solid walls, &c., and rises 
in space, remaining united to its organism by a magnetic 
cord or circuit, by means of which the experiences and 
sensations of the double are transferred to and perceived 
by its embodied original, in the secondary state. These 
stages, which at first occur successively, occur simultaneously 
after repetition and training. The double is then 
exteriorised complete, at once.

M. de Rochas decided recently to try whether he could 
not cause the two contributory elements to separate, after 
the double had been exteriorised. After several tentative 
experiments, described in the above mentioned article, he 
effected this successfully. He found that the blue double 
carried the sensibility of the subject, while the red double 
could be manipulated without entailing any sensory 
reaction in the subject. When this phantom was made to 
re-enter the subject, leaving the blue one still without, she 
said that it burnt her. When, conversely, the blue double 
was made to re-enter its organism,leaving the red one without, 
tke subject was not inconvenienced ; but became indifferent, 
ceasing to express any wish or desire. M. de Rochas con­
sequently attributes affectional feelings, desires and will, 
to the red double.*

The experiments were repeated on another subject in 
the presence of a clairvoyant, with similar results, the 
clairvoyant giving descriptions confirmatory of the above.

The first subject had been in very weak health for some 
months and became gradually worse. One side of her 
body lost its sensibility. Throwing her into the secondary 
state, M. de Rochas consulted her with regard to her 
illness, as Ochorowicz does in similar circumstances, and as 
the old magnetisers used to do, when the subjects diagnosed 
and prescribed for their own diseases. After passing her 
hand over her body several times, she said that her illness was 
caused mainly by trouble and privations ; her blue aura had 
lost its normal colour, becoming lighter through anæmia ; 
the two elements of her fluidic body had not reunited 
properly after being separated when exteriorised. M. de 
Rochas succeeded in re-establishing the normal harmony of 
these elements by exerting strong volitional action upon 
her.f

To the above, M. de Rochas adds the following unpub­
lished account of experiments made on June 30th, in the 
presence of the Cheik Mohammed Abdou, Counsel at the 
Court of Appeal at Cairo; M. Rachid Moutran, Consul. 
General of Turkey in Paris ; Monseigneur B., Doctor of

* These definitions imply that the blue, sensitive aura is receptive, 
negative, and actuates the sensory system, while the red, volitional aura 
is positive and actuates the dynamic, motor system, which is confirmed 
by the fact that the double, claimed to be auto-exteriorised by an 
occultist, has been seen as red by a clairvoyant, while the double of a 
subject, exteriorised mesmerically by a human operator at the same time, 
was described as blue by the same clairvoyant. The subject to whom the 
blue double belonged said that she was burnt when the red double of the 
occultist touched heris.

t The effects of illness as exhibited in the colours and distribution 
of the aura, as described by the subject, find confirmation in the descrip­
tion made by the sensitives of Dr. Luys, of the auras of neuropathic 
patients.

Theology ; Madame de Thebes, the celebrated chiromancist 
and Madame Marie Marilly, editor of the * Quinzaines 
Littéraires ’ :—

After a series of illustrations of different hypnotic states 
and of the successive formations of the semi-phantoms and of 
the united, completed phantomic double, I ordered the subject 
to divide the completely-constituted double into its original 
halves.

She did this, but only obtained the two semi-doubles, of the 
same character as those which precede the formation of the 
complete double, and from which the latter is formed. I 
recognised this from the fact that both of these semi-phantoms 
carried sensibility in equal degree.

I told her that was not what I wished. She must re-form the 
completed double, and then extract the interior phantom from 
the other which constituted its external envelope. She replied 
that she could do this if I assisted her by my will, which I 
promised to do. The phenomenon was then produced without 
further difficulty, and we verified that her sensibility was 
localised in one of these phantoms, while her appetence and 
affection were localised in the other. The subject stated that 
the latter (red) was within the other.

I then ordered her to make the red phantom re-enter within 
the blue sensitive phantom, which she effected, and then to 
make the reconstituted double re-enter her organism. She 
replied that she had a difficulty in doing this. I insisted with 
energy, and had to persevere for some time, and not without 
uneasiness, but with ultimate success. M. Moutran then stated 
that he had experimentally created an obstruction, acting by 
mental suggestion.*

I then, after an interval, exteriorised the subject's double, 
in the usual manner, and made it ascend in space by continuing 
the passes.

In proportion as her astral form ascended, she penetrated 
into increasingly luminous regions, where also she perceived 
beings who became more and more luminous. She ceased to 
perceive any material objects.

In the lower strata, which were obscure, the beings were 
mischievous Jarvre, devoid of human form, and which tried to 
fasten themselves on to her astral form*  I protected her by 
placing my arms around her physical body. A fluidic emanation 
ascended from my arms, which protected her double from the 
assaults of these creatures. (In the ‘ Lotus Bleu ’ account, the 
subject said that hideous phantoms, ivith horns and claws, tried 
to seize her body during its sleep, and also tried to seize her 
double, as it passed through them.)

Further up, in higher altitudes, the beings she saw had. 
human heads, and increasingly luminous and diaphanous bodies J 
they are beings, she said, who had lived on this earth ; she even 
thought she recognised one, but could not approach or enter 
into relation.

Still higher, the beings she saw had the form of brilliant 
spheroids with luminous appendages like flowing*  nebulous 
drapery. Though they had no wings she felt they might be 
angels. She stated that she recognised one of these as St. 
Ursula, whose portrait was in the convent of the Ursulines,where 
she was educated. She dared not speak to these beings*  feeling 
herself to be too inferior to them.

It is evident that these experiments must illustrate the 
process by which the intromission of the human double is 
produced by invisible, discarnate operators, in spiritualistic 
spontaneous experiences. They show that psychical 
extériorisation implies supplementary psychical intériorisa^ 
tion by an operator (visible or invisible) as its pre= 
condition, i.e., that the normal vitality of the subject has to 
be supplemented in order to permit of its partial extériori­
sation and projection in the form of the double (or in the 
form of a telepathic circuit) yet leaving sufficient vitality in 
the subject for the life of the organism and consciousness 
to continue. These experiments also demonstrate that 
aura, psyche, magnetism, astral principle, are identical with 
vitality, and that vitality carries the dual functions or 
attributes or qualities of sensibility (feeling, emotion) and 
intelligence, as shown by the fact that when partially 
exteriorised in the form of the double it carries intelligence

* This illustrates the obstruction which may be mentally determined 
by antagonistic assistants in medinmistic phenomena.
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and sensation, the reactions of which occur in the 
organism (transferred by a connecting circuit). These are 
but other terms for soul and spirit respectively; it follows, 
consequently, that soul and spirit are implicit in vitality, 
thus constituting a triunity.

It must further be noted that the consciousness of the 
subject functions in the secondary, artificially induced 
sleep state or subconsciousness, and that the experiences so 
obtained do not emerge into the normal, cerebral memory, 
but pertain to the secondary, subconscious memory. It 
follows logically that the same law must apply pre- 
cedentially in higher transcendent states, with regard to the 
projection of psychic forms from thence to this plane, and 
that such experiences are generally abnormal to their 
subjects (as to human subjects) and do not emerge into 
their normal consciousness but constitute a secondary 
memory-chain.*

* This refers to the psychical forms projected herefrom really spiritual 
states, i.e., those subsequent to the second death. The forms seen in the 
earth’s intranormal plane (called astral) are mostly the original selves 
who have not yet passed through the second death, and it is these that 
most clairvoyants see, and who form the vast majority of those who 
communicate through mediums, as ‘Tien’ says. But it is misleading to 
speak of that as a spiritual state. While discarnate, it no more spiritual 
than the physical plane. It is an intermediate state; a nexus, or con­
necting link, corresponding on the ascending circuit of becoming to 
what the elemental, embryonic stage represents, on the descending circuit. 
While it is not a state of arbitrary punishment, yet the sojourn therein, 
pending re-constitution and birth into truly spiritual states, is purga­
torial to many, entailing as it does mental immersion in their shortcomings, 
But all pass ultimately through the second death, and are re-born spiritu­
ally regenerate. The most emphatic denial must be given to the theory 
of conditional immortality presented by Madame de bteiger and others. 
It is not man who pre-natally determines the conditions of heredity and 
environment into which he is born here. To make him eternally respon­
sible for the shortcomings so entailed is absurd and untenable. Nor could 
one unit of self-conscious being, immanent in all men, be destroyed, 
without entailing the obliteration of the Universal.

But these experiments also demonstrate that the sub­
consciousness cannot per se account for spiritualistic 
phenomena, as is inferred by some psychologists and 
psychical researchers, but that they imply an operator 
acting on and determining the sensitive; just as much the 
hypnotic consciousness per se cannot account for hypnotic 
phenomena apart from an operator who transfers sugges­
tions to the subject.

These experiments also prove that that vital part of man 
which can detach itself temporarily from his body, carry­
ing thinking and feeling, and enter into relation with 
spiritual beings during his life here, may also detach itself 
permanently and survive that body. It also shows that 
that detached or projected part of himself, is not his spirit, 
as is usually supposed, but is part of his spirit-soul, and 
consequently that the so-called spirit forms that return 
here and are seen by clairvoyants, are not spirits, but 
the doubles of spiritual-souls. Q.V.

APOSTOLIC ELECTION.

The following letter from the Rev. C. Ware, Exeter, 
appeared in the ‘Western Times ’ of Saturday last: —

Can any of your readers give an explanation of the words 
in Acts i, 26» ‘ And they gave forth their lots ; and the lot fell 

’ upon Matthias,’ &c. What was the modus operand^ or the 
particular process involved, in this * casting of lots ’ ?

Spiritualists maintain that the decision in this case was given 
purely and simply by a spiritual communication of the kind with 
which they are constantly familiar ; and they have good support 
for this hypothesis in verse 10, which says, ‘ that two men stood 
by them in white apparel, which also said,’&c. It is evident 
that these * two men in white apparel ’ were spirits duly 
appointed to direct and guide these first Christian workers.

‘  C. Ware.

London Spiritualist Alliance.—The Treasurer gratefully 
acknowledges the receipt of £2 from Mrs. Pym towards the cost 
of fitting and furnishing the new offices.

Believe I—Extract from a letter : — ‘ Don’t be depressed or 
anxious about the unseen. People call it faith,” or “ trying 
to get faith ” when they are anxious and excited. I don’t. I 
call it doubt. If you truly believe in your heavenly Father and 
really confide in His wisdom and goodness, you will be calm.’

THE BIBLE AND THE SPIRIT WORLD.

By the Rev. C. Ware.

Prove all things ; holdfast that which is good.—1 Thess. v. 21.

From the first hour of my acquaintance with Modern 
Spiritualism I have never been able to understand the opposition 
thereto, and the inveterate antagonism, of those who profess to 
believe in the Bible, and in a future state of existence. Even 
if the Bible had said no more than the statement in Hebrews 
i. 14 : ‘ Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minis­
ter unto the children of God ? ’ it ought to have been sufficient 
to make all religious people give heed to the nature and import 
of this ‘ministration but when we remember that it is the 
Spiritualism that is in the book that makes the value of the 
Bible—that it would not be a Bible at all apart from the 
Spiritualism it contains, any more than a human body would 
be a man apart from the soul that animates it—then this 
antagonistic attitude becomes all the more inexplicable.

But beyond this, we have the important fact that the very 
foundation of the Christian faith» and the very raison d'etre of 
the Church’s existence, is the belief in a spiritual world, and a 
future state of life and being. Then, once admitting that there 
is another life, a realm of existence beyond this earth state, it 
becomes a mere truism, a mere matter of course, that in some 
way or other its reality will be demonstrated to us ; and it is 
remarkable how universal is the instinct that there is an unseen 
world, having intimate relation to our present state of being.

Christian apologists and orthodox theologians are never 
tired of asserting that the very foundation and cornerstone of 
Christianity is the re-appearance and repeated manifestation of 
Jesus of Nazareth in his own distinct individuality and identity 
after the death of his earthly body ; and if he has ‘ left us an 
example that we should follow in his steps,’ is not his example 
to be followed in this respect by those who, like him, have passed 
into the unseen world ? Spiritualists indeed claim that all that 
we find described concerning the spiritual manifestations of 
Jesus during those forty days, in which he ‘showed himself 
alive by many infallible proofs ’ (Acts i. 3.), have been abso­
lutely paralleled and re-duplicated to the sight and senses of 
many thousands of people in all parts of the world, during 
these last forty-nine years. The writer of this has been present 
in a company of twenty people—in a good light—when a spirit, 
in temporarily materialised form, has stood at a table conversing 
pleasantly and familiarly with us ; calling each of us by name 
to come to the table ; giving each of us flowers from those 
lying on the table ; adding a kindly word of adviqe as we 
returned to our seats ; this continuing for about half-an-hour, 
when the ‘ person ’ who did these things disappeared from our 
view. There was nothing that took place during those ‘ forty 
days ’ in Palestine that surpassed this experience of my own.

What a clear light does Modern Spiritualism throw upon the 
Bible ! Once recognise the influence of a spiritual world in 
these records and the whole thing becomes intelligible ; for the 
influences at work in the spiritual spheres are as varied as 
the minds and motives of man in the body. In this respect 
the Bible is a genuine and faithful record of the experiences of 
humanity in ancient times. The Bible is a record of what men 
thought, and said, and did in former days ; and, of course, men 
in former days did and said many things both wise and foolish, 
both good and bad, as they do to day. But what makes the 
Bible conspicuous above all other books is its faithful and 
impartial record of man’s spiritual experiences, and’ of the 
manner in which he is influenced and acted upon from the 
spiritual side of existence. It is this Spiritualism which gives 
the Bible its permanent influence over the minds of the people. 
The great principle of Modern Spiritualism is that the influence of 
the surrounding spiritual spheres is being everywhere manifested 
amongst men, and that the myriads of human beings who have 
departed from the mortal body, are everywhere making attempts 
—more or less successful—to establish communication with the 
people of earth. This is done in a variety of ways : By the 
movement of material objects ; by controlling the hand to 
write ; by the usual mode of speech—the spirit using the vocal 
organs of another, its medium; by the opening of the inner 
sight and hearing (clairvoyance and clairaudience) ; and by the 
materialisation of substantial forms so as to be seen, touched, 
and heard by the physical senses. There are thousands living 
to-day who have witnessed all these varied forms of spirit­
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