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A NEW DISCOVERY IN HYPNOTISM.

Dr. L. Moutin has published a little work on ¢ Le Diagnostic
de la Suggestibilité ” at the Société d’Editions Scientifiques,
Paris, in which he describes a more satisfactory method of dis-
covering whether people are easily suggestible than can be
achieved by the use of Ochorowicz’s hypnoscope.

If the operator’s hands are held for a few minutes on the
subject’s shoulder blades, the sensibility of the person acted
upon is increased ; his body is attracted by and follows the
operator's hands. The subject’s consciousness and memory are
not interfered with, but his power of volition and movement
passes under the operator’s control. It is found that people
who are subject to this influence are more or less susceptible
to suggestion.*

Dr. Moutin distinguishes suggestion from hypnocisation, and
declares that the artificially-induced sleep state (somnambulism)
is the precondition of suggestibility in normal healthy subjects,
while some hysterical neuropaths are normally suggestible. He
then dwells on the great analogy that exists between electricity
and our nervous vitality, as shown by Dubois-Raymond and
others; and as illustrated in the phenomena of the attraction and
repulsion of a subject or of his limbs, induced by neuric radia-
tion without contact. A subject may even be made to kneel
thus, against his will and apart from any suggestion. He quotes
the experiments of Professor Boirac, in which the latter caused
a sleeping subject’s legs to rise in the air by influence trans-
mitted from several yards distance. In another case he attracted
a subject’'s arm. He also quotes the instances of thought-
transference or suggestion from a distance, effected at Havre by
Drs. Gibert and Pierre Janet.

This influence he attributes to a power which radiates from
our nerves and determines a reaction in the subject’s brain,
through his sensor or centripetal nervous system, inducing a
reflex reaction apart from his own willt and conversion to centri-
fugal motor action. He compares thisreflex action to induction,
because it is now known that our nerve cells are independent of
each other. Their action in our nervous system is not continu-
ous, consequently, but inductive.

It is this radiation from the operator that constitutes the
psychic lever entailing thought-transmission or transference, or
suggestion at a distance. The suggestion transmitted by induction
through the intervening ether is received by the subject’s sense-
relations or sensor-system (which is also electro-mnagnetic, as will
be seen further on)and entails reflex reaction in his brain,in which
it is transferred or transmitted by induction to the motor cells
and system, and thereby transformed into an action, executed
through the motor nerves. It is a similar process that entails
physiological effects in psycho-therapeutic treatment by sugges-
tion, he says.

Professor Lodge has recently suggested that ether may
perhaps ultimately be found to be identical with electricity.

* Swedenborg attributes will to the cerebellum, and consciousness to
the cerebrum. This would imply that this mode of action controls the
cerebellum, but not the cerebrum. The identity of will with the motor
nervous system is apparent. Modern physiology associates sensation
with the cerebrum. In the somnambulic state, whether hypnotically or
mesmerically induced, both sensation and motive power are inhibited,
prodacing insensibility and catalepsy ; showing that both the cerebrum
and cerebellum are controlled. Yet as the memories of this state are not
registered in the cerebral self, but are registered in the sub-conscious
self, it follows that it must be the neuric currents pertaining to the sub-
conscious self that then control the cerebrum and the cerebellum. In
the deeper somnambulic state the sub-conscious self takes full control of
the sensor-motor system, and radiates sense relations through it on the
astral or intra-normal level, entailing lucidity, clairaudience, &c. This
sub-conscious, or assral, or secondary self has been shown by Deleuze
and Da Potet to pertain to the sympathetic, solar, plexual system, as the
normal self pertains to the cerebral (lunar) system. This same sub-
conscious, or solar, or astral self is active at night in itself, when it has
indrawn its radiation from the cerebral, lunar self (thus representing the
same law as that illustrated in the indrawing of the sun’s rays from the
earth at night). But its experiences are not registered in the cerebral
self, as, similarly, mediumistic or hypnotic experiences are not, but are
registered in the secondary, solar self. This explains why individuality
persists through the nightfy interruption in continuity of empirical self-
consciousness presented by sleep, which fact metaphysic is unable to
resolve, and illustrates the dual-unity inherent in the individuality. The
personality would appear to pertain to the cerebral, lunar aspect of the
self, while the higher individuality would appear to pertain to the
sympathesic, solar aspect of the self. The still higher mode of identity
may pertain to the unified conscious, duai functioning of these two
aspects in dual-unity, which in the personality are discreted. These two
aspects appear to be electric and magnetic respectively, thus constituting
man into an electro-magnet. It has been shown previously that both of
these poles are reversible, i.e., negative, receptive and positive, pro-

pulsive consequently dual,

t It is the operator’s will evidently that acts or entails action by
induction, through the subject. Will consequently appears to be identical
with the dynamic or polarising force inherent in vit Jlity.
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Keely has shown that it follows laws which are identical with
those advanced by Ampere as associated with magnetism. It
is this fact which may perhaps explain the possibility of the
experiments in telegraphy, now being made by Mr. Preece, on
the basis of Marconi's system of transmission by induction
through space (ether).

On the other hand many modern psychologists, such as Drs.
Charazain and Decle, Dr. Barety, Dr. Baraduc, Professor
Sabatier and other eminent scientists, have shown the polarity
(consequently electro-magnetism) inherent in human neuric
radiation. The sensitives of Reichenbach, Dr. Luys and
De Rochas have seen the radiation which is projected from
human eyes, nose, ears, mouth and fingers, and constitutes
the basis of their sense-relations. Its existence has now been
demonstrated photographically. 1If, indeed, this is electro-
magnetic in its process, then the inference of Dr. Moutin, that
it constitutes a psychic lever, producing reaction in the subject
at a distance.would be confirmed and illustrated by the discovery
of Marconi.

Doleuze and Du Potet have shown that our nervous system
is dual : positive and negative or, consequently, electro-
magnetic. It is probable that the psychology of the future will
discover that our sense-relations are constituted by the reactions
of an electro-magnetic field, and that our experience consists in
the ¢ conceptions’ entailed by these reactions. The ‘known’
may be the perception of the thing so related ; the reflex
reaction or inducing process between the negative, sensory
recipient influx and the positive volitional propulsive motive
action or efflux, may constitute the knowing ; and the insulated
electro-vital psychic element or ego, in which the reaction or
conception occurs, and which registers that reaction, may
represent the individualised knower.*

If the process of sense-relating is electro-magnetic in its
foundation, then the fact that this radiation has been shown,
both as so-called ¢ sensibility ' and as the basis of luocidivy, to
traverse solids, would be confirmed by Keely’s etheric laws, in
which he has shown that the finer modes of etheric being inter-
penetrate the grosser ‘as air through a sieve.” Our relating
circuit may, therefore, traverse the ‘thing’ related, and while
the *thing’ remains external to us, yet bring back its quality,
appearance, meaning, &c., into our perception by reaction
there, thereby entailing our mental object or phenomena.
Though the *thing-in-itself’ is external to us, yet we know its
quality ; we know that it must be of the same identical element
as our relating circuit and as our cognition, though in a different
state ; consequently we know that it is real, as well as actual or
apparent.

This theory would also explain the possibility of different
modes of perception in man. We know that there is an intra-
normal mode, called clairvoyant, or lucid, or astral, or medium-
istic or secondary, or subliminaly &c., which must be caused by a
modification in the mode of the relating-circuit. But Keely has
shown experimentally that there are six etheric modes or states.
If a circuit in a higher mode were projected through us, the
external things taken into relation would then (without altering
in themselves) entail reactions in a different mode in our per-
ception ; would present different objective appearances. { Things
which we cannot now relate, though they exist, would then
come into our perception. If there are six modes of etheric
being, then there must be six modes of perception and six
planes of being. But it is self-evident under the above circum-
stances that no man (self-styled magicians or otherwise) can
engender a higher mode of relation than the normal and intra-
normal modes pertaining to physical and astral being. To do
so he would have to accrete vitality (ether) in a higher state
than that pertaining to this world. But discarnate beings who
have been transmuted by deaths and births into higher states
can transmit such a circuit in higher mode through man and
entail higher perceptions and relatings in him.

LiverrooL.—¢ LicHT’ may be obtained in Liverpool at 8,
Brougham-terrace, and also at Daulby Hall.

* It has been shown elsewhzre that in addition to relations with the
without, man is taken into relation from within, by an @ priori transcen-
dent circuit, which fact his normal consciousness does not cognise. This
a priori circuit connects him with the previous link in the chain of the
infinite processus. Man is therefore never a separate, independent being,
but is included and comprised in, and determined by, the Universal, or
sole Reality.

t Professor Crookes presented a most interesting speculation on the
results of such possible higher modes of perception, in the ‘ Fortnightly
Review,” a year or two ago.
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HARPS AND CROWNS.

From the earliest times much that has been revealed
from the spirit world has come to us in the language of symbol.
There are many veils between us and the truth that we
would know of the other side, and it sometimes seems that as
soon as one is withdrawn another just as thick is disclosed
beneath it—veil under veil. Language itself has been defined
as the art of hiding thought, and words make us sometimes
inclined to exclaim with Browning :—
¢ So we o’ershroud stars and roses,
Cherub and trophy and garland ;
Nothings grow something, which quietly closes

Heaven’s earnest eye ; not a glimpse of the far land
Gets through our comments and glozes.’

But the shroud is in a great measure our own fault. ¢ Truths
golden o’er us,’ says Browning. The veil is dense or transparent,
according to the soul that receives.

The soul so obtuse as to see in the

¢ Harps, palms, wedding garments, kiss of peace,
And crowned and haloed hair’

of the poet and seer, a ‘material heaven’ only, is an excep-
tion to the rule ; there are few to whom the comprehensiveness
and simplicity of the ancient mode of expression by symbol
does not appeal.

As long as earthly sunsets make a golden glory on the
waters, which seems a path to the glory of the clouds, kindling
that persistent, ineffable yearning in human hearts for what is
high and noble, so long as music thrills the soul with deep
emotion, we shall hear of the golden city and the heavenly
orchestra.

Through the very symbols which are generally recognised as
the correct expression of the feeblest stock notions concerning
a higher life, those who have eyes to see and ears to hear rise
above the pitiful commonplaceness of conventional ideas on the
subject.

At first, perhaps in early childhood, we have a vague idea of
a city, with streets of yellow metal, somewhere above the stars.
The effect of the precious stones and dazzling white garments of
which we have read is glaring, and the whole impression is
bright¢ hard, and unecomfortable.

But, before childhood has passed, this heaven is understood
to be representative, and is enlarged according to the limits of
our desires. Stately dwelling-places are seen—we have heard of
‘many mansions '— where we fancy we shall live with those we
love. The tree of life is a chestnut, perhaps, or an elm, and if
there is one tree there may be others. We are justified in
allowing ourselves the delight of leaves. The palm branches
we picture to ourselves, not palms, but branches of English
apple blossom, and when a golden tremor vibrates the butter-
cups, or a wind-whisper ripples'the wheat into waves in the
glory of a summer day, we think we know just what heaven will
be like.

But, later on, a new estimate of the relative importance of
things presents itself, and we laugh at the childish fancy of a
heaven like earth. We still think of gold, but it is the inherent
worth of all belonging to that spiritual city ; we are very careful
to speak of it as spiritual mow. Those garments, the white
robes, are a righteousness of the saints beyond all things to be
desired ; music means the expression of that love which, accord-
ing to our new standard, is heaven ; and so on till each material
thing has its equivalent abstraction. And then there comes a
pause, a shock. Our easy flight is arrested, and a horror comes
over us ; it is the fabric of & vision we are raising, a beautiful
nothingness. We have conceived a city not made with hands ;
but what is its foundation, what are all these abstractions with-
out definite being, personality, identity Y We cannot believe
now in our old heaven, and the one we have created for our-
selves is—nothing !

It is in this difticulty that the present actual intercourse
with the present actual world of spirits in which Spiritualists
believe may come to our help. The earnest seeker after truth
can scarcely fail to come into some sort of contact with the facts
of Spiritualism, though for many the path of actual experiment
must be an untrodden one ; and the spirit voices that are whis-
pering to the world make themselves heard in many ways.

The belief in the fact of intercourse with spirits in itself
helps to bring about the conviction of a real world other than
our own, but, more than this, the comnmunications seem to be of
such a nature as to assure us of the reality of that world. Not
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only this—but to our astonishment we hear again that old
story of places and things, houses, flowers, metals. *Is it only
another material world ?’ we ask then in confusion. ¢ Were we
not wrong after all in taking those old descriptions literally ?’

Gradually we find an answer : ¢ Nothing is lost, there is a
vast difference between what is merely literal and what is true.
Your trees and houses, no less than the higher attributes of
character, are true ; there will be nothing less, but more than
all you conceived of, but if you cannot believe this without
speaking of ** material,” it is best to call it so.’

And at last we stand on firmer ground. Having grasped
that the finite things are not meant to hide, but to reveal, the
infinite, the old familiar language comes back to us with a new
force ; yes, even the old-fashioned harps and crowns.

. * Harpers harping with their harps.” All that we could not
express when our clumsy fingers touched the strings is possible.
All that we could not do, is included in the powers they have
gained.

And now we seem to reach more closely into the life that is
beyond, and understand in some faint degrce how those on the
other side are living it. There is music in the high er spheres ;
we fancy that if we could only catch its cadences we should
know of the bliss without alloy of which we have heard, a
music in which there are no minors.

But if we really catch the echoes of that symphony we shall
find that thosc intervals that puzzle us here because of their
sadness are not absent. The harsh dissonance, the bitter
endings of this earth, are not there, but with a thrill, half of
pain perhaps, we hear, in the music of those who have gone
before, the chords that are not all joy—to our ears at least. We
recognise the faint sad music of our own lives caught up by an
irresistible sympathy into the songs of those whom we have
loved ; and we listen and wonder. Is there no law of joy that
can exist apart from sympathy with sorrow ? is there not a
perfection that has no part with infirmity ?

We see a great multitude whom no man can number ; they
are crowned; they have come through the tribulation that
began on earth, through participation in the law of sacrifice.
They are victorious ; they have the insignia of kingship, ruling
where they served, triumphing over the things that still over-
come and crush us on this side. This surely is the ultimate
height, the crown of life, the crown not selfishly sought as a
reward, but made their own through patience, through hope,
through humility. Here love has attained the victory, and
these souls who are in perfect touch with other souls stand
before the throne where perfect love and supreme law are one.
They have the crown of life ; they may keep it and claim it,
satisfied. Yet it is not all.

We rise higher, and as we see with the Seer, the full mean-
ing of it all flashes on us.

‘They cast down their crowns, saying ¢ Thou art worthy, O
Lord, to receive glory and honour and power !’

We can reach no higher, and when the vision fades, the
divine contradiction may puzzle us again. But one thing we have
gained, one thing we see. It was what Carlyle meant when he
said, ‘It is only in renunciation that life can be properly said
to begin.” 1Tt is life that is heaven ; life, and not peace and con-
tentment that we long for,

The Divinity of self-sacrifice, the necessity of it for eternal
life, is the truth to which the signs and symbo Is of all nations
have tended, bearing an often misunderstood witness to it
through all perversions.

And though we know now, that, as the law of holiness is
gradually learned, there is heaven beyond heaven for us, vaster
than we can conceive, we are wise if we do not disown, because
it is not all, that heaven which was given to our childish
vision, after the first artificial impression that frightened us
died away. Those feelings of deep delight in winds and waves
and stars, in form, and colour, and motion, of fellowship with
the rapture of life in all living and growing things, were true
propkecies.

The invisible things are clearly (not falsely) seen, being
understood by the things that are made. WixnNorE DALE.

RuLes ror THE ConprcT OF CircLes.—We have reprinted,
in the convenient form of a leaflet suitable for enclose in letters
or for distribution at public meetings,‘ M.A. (Oxon.’s) Advice
to Inquirers, for the Conduct of Circles.” We shall be pleased
to supply copies free to all friends who will undertake to make
good use of them. The only charge will be for postage—25,3d.;
50, 1d.; 100, 2d.; 200, 3d.; 400, 4id.; 600, 6d., &c.













