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describes what we mean. At the close of the truly fiendish 
French and German war, we find this iron-clad soldier 
writing thus:—

How God has blessed us in these seven months ! It is 
almost impossible to believe that all this has been accomplished 
in so short a time. But God’s hand has become more and more 
conspicuous, and I must constantly repeat, that we should 
thank and praise God that He has chosen us as the instruments 
of His will and purposes. Only in this sense can we glory in 
what has been accomplished. God be praised for His mercy !

What did the Frenchmen say about their God ?
Doubtless the German Emperor was perfectly honest: 

but he occupied the same plane as the fighters of Palestine 
who saw in Jehovah their champion, and who said

Do not I hate them, 0 Lord, that hate thee ? and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against thee ? I hate them 
with perfect hatred ; I count them mine enemies.

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that have set 
themselves against me round about. Arise, O Lord ; save me, 
0 my God : for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the 
cheek-bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. 
Salvation belongeth unto the Lord : thy blessing is upon thy 
people.

It is quite possible that there are times when war has 
to be regarded as a dire necessity : but the less we say 
about ‘ God’s blessing ’ in connection with it the better.

ILLNESS OF MRS. HARDINGE BRITTEN.

The following special notice is addressed to those 
Spiritualist societies which have engaged Mrs. E. H. 
Britten, as their speaker for the next few weeks

It is with deep regret and sorrow, both on my own part and 
that of my poor sick sister, Mrs. Britten, that I have to 
announce that she is now laid up and suffering severely from 
bronchitis, accompanied with congestion of the lungs, while the 
doctor now attending upon her considers it may be some weeks 
before she will be fit to again undertake her past accustomed 
platform work.

When Mrs. Britten feels able to resume those duties that she 
has performed with such zeal and fidelity during the past thirty 
years, the friends desiring her services again shall be duly in­
formed of the same. (Mrs.) Margaret Wilkinson.

The Lindens, Humphrey-street,
Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S.

Glancing through the list of ‘Jubilee Honours,’ we 
note that Professor Crookes, F.R.S., is amongst those on 
whom the Queen has been pleased to confer the honour of 
Knighthood. Taking the world as we find it, we accept 
the idea that there is distinction in the conferring, and that 
there is honour in the acceptance, of Knighthood. That 
being so, we offer our cordial and respectful congratulations 
to Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., on his promotion to that 
honourable title,— specially honourable in his case because' 
only his high character and fine attainments could have 
suggested it, and, best of all, because there has been some­
thing knightly in bis life and work. He has sought adven­
tures, he has slain giants, he has released captives, he has 
loved the truth.

HELP TO INQUIRERS.

In ‘Light ’ for June 5th we published a request of the 
Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance that members 
and others interested in Spiritualism who are willing to 
interview and give information to inquirers in their respec­
tive districts would kindly forward their names and addresses 
to the secretary of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, 
London, W.C. The following responses to this appeal have 
come to hand : —

Beckenham.—Miss E. L. Boswell-Stone, 47, Wickham-road, 
Beckenham, will be glad to give such information as she is able 
to impart, either by writing or interview, to inquirers wishing 
to learn something about Spiritualism.

Brighton.—Mrs. Foster Carter, at present residing in Gos­
port, Hants, but whose address after July 5th will be 89, Fresh­
field-road, Brighton, writes: ‘I am most thankful for the 
blessings and comfort which Spiritualism has given me, and I 
should be only too thankful to be able to help others to obtain 
the same. T hope that in that way I may be of some use in the 
furtherance of our grand cause.’

Cheltenham. —Colonel Le M. Taylor, Minsterworth, Old 
Bath-road, Cheltenham, says : ‘ I am very willing to interview, 
and give any advice 1 can to, inquirers, and I think the names 
and addresses of all who intimate their readiness to do so should 
be published.’

Gateshead.—Mr. Joseph Stevenson informs us that, except 
during the months of July and ?\ugust, a ‘ reception ’ is held at 
97, Coats worth-road, Gateshead, every Monday evening at 
7.30, for all inquirers interested in Spiritualism and other 
psychic subjects.

Glasgow.—Mr. David Reid, of Manse wood, Pollokshaws, 
near Glasgow, says : ‘ I shall be glad to help in the way sug­
gested by giving information to inquirers ; but I am of opinion 
that the only way to obtain convincing and satisfactory evidence 
is to have private sittings in one’s own home.’

London.—Dr. Ellen Colyer, 475, Mile End-road, Bow, E., 
says : ‘ I should be very pleased to give the benefit of my experi­
ence and investigations to any earnest inquirer ; I have derived 
immense satisfaction from Spiritualism and do not feel it right 
to keep the knowledge to myself. Every morning from 10 to 
12.30 ; every evening (except Thursday) from six to nine. 
Bow bus passes my house, or train from Liverpool-street to 
Coborn-road.’

London.—Mr. Thomas Brooks, 72, St. Thonias-road, 
Finsbury Park, says he shall at any time be pleased to give 
advice to serious inquirers.

London, Richmond, 8. W.—Mr. J. Braund, * Chartreuse,’ 
Vineyard-road, Richmond, S.W., says he shall be pleased to 
give information on the subject of Spiritualism to any earnest 
seeker after truth.

Southampton.—Miss O. T. Greenfield, 4, Canterbury­
terrace, Southampton, writes : ‘ You may count on me as being 
willing to enter into correspondence with anyone who is seeking 
information.’

Sutton.—Mr. Samuel Hopgood Hart, jun., of Mulgrave 
House, Sutton, Surrey, writes : 11 was pleased to note the 
resolution of the London Spiritualist Alliance. It is quite 
right. We must do what we can to help others. I shall be glad 
to see, or to write to, any who may inquire what we believe, 
and why we believe ; and to put them in the way of knowing 
the truth which shall make them free.’

ICest on-super-Mare.—Mrs. Katharine Pole, of 21, Ellen- 
boro’-crescent, Weston-super-Mare, writes : ‘I shall be happy 
to interview or give information to any inquirers living in this 
district should need arise, or to lend books on the subject. 
“ Light” is our over-welcome Sunday reading, and I scarcely 
know anything that could replace it in interest.’

Mr. W. J. Colville has reached England and will for a 
short time be open to accept engagements. Letters addressed 
to him to the Office of ‘ Light’ will be duly forwarded.

London Spiritualist Alliance.—The treasurer thankfully 
acknowledges the receipt of 10s. (id. from ‘Miss Thatcher ’ 
towards the fund for the furnishing of the new offices.

Melbourne, Australia.—‘ Light ’ may be obtained from 
Mr. W. H. Terry, Austral Buildings, Coll ins-street East.

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

T give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance, 
Limited, the sum of .£ , to be applied to the purposes o
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid free 
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as 
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in 
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.
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‘REICHENBACH’S ODIC EFFLUVIA.’*
Translated into French by M. de Rochas.

Reichenbach’s work has already been translated, and is 
known to English readers. The novelty in this edition consists 
in an introduction by M. de Rochas, summarising recent dis­
coveries with regard to human polarity, confirmatory of Reichen­
bach’s position.

Dr. Thounanel published a work in 1781, in which he 
claimed that the divining rod used for the discovery of water 
and mines was actuated by a force similar in character to 
magnetism ; effluvia were projected which penetrated through 
the earth and acted upon the diviner’s nervous system.

Count Tristan in 1826, affirmed that effluvia were radiated 
from the earth and, penetrating so-called sensitives, produced a 
polarising re-action, exhibited in a positive action on the right 
side and negative on the left side of the body. If the positive 
radiation is strongest, the rod is repelled ; if the negative is 
strongest, the rod is attracted. It is the friction of the running 
water that generates a supplementation in the local radiation.

A series of experiments made with a suspended pith ball, 
by Fortis, Amoretti, Volta, Ritter, Schelling, and Baader, are 
then referred to as showing the extériorisation of motive power 
from man, carrying polarity, but also directible by will.

These experiments were developed in 1808 by Jerboin. 
Chevreul pointed out the identity of this force with that which 
caused tables to move when hands were placed in contact there­
with. Dr. Briche, and subsequently Dr. Rutter of Brighton, 
constructed a magnetoscope to demonstrate the action of human 
polarity. Dr. Leger, of London, showed, in 1852, that it pro­
duced circular oscillations. Lucas, in 1854, made a bio-metre, 
with which he demonstrated that all human bodies emit a 
polarising radiation, and that the human will may direct this 
radiation ; and that it varies in intensity in different people. 
Durand de Gros (Dr. Philips), in 1855, published a work on 
vital electro-dynamism, confirming the above and showing 
that this force acted through solids. In 1875, Count Puy- 
fontaine showed that man radiates currents, which may be 
directed volitionally. Dr. Barcty, of Nice, published a work, in 
1881, in which he defined this force as neuric, as being essen­
tially physical and similar in character to magnetism and elec­
tricity. Dr. Thore, of Dax, reported further experiments made 
with this force, in 1887. Dr. Baraduc’s well-known work 
followed in 1893.

Dr. Bué published a valuable resumé, in 1893, on ‘Magnétisme 
curatif * ; consisting in an extension of a paper of his, which 
M. Chevreul had communicated to the Academy of Sciences. 
He affirmed that the neuro-magnetic radiation interpenetrated 
and was interchanged between two bodies when in contact with 
each other ; also that this transference could be effected at a 
distance. He re-constructed Dr. Leger’s apparatus, and from 
experiments therewith found that the pendulum could be 
directed at will. With this instrument he classified the radia­
tions emanating from a number of chemical substances. Drs. 
Charazain and Decle published a work, in 1885, on human 
polarity, in which they state that the right side of the human 
body radiates positive, and the left side negative, effluvia. 
These effluvia give a rotary movement to a suspended pendulum.

M. de Rochas then quotes some striking incidents from 
various authorities on human magnetism, demonstrating the 
polarity inherent in the organism. Lafontaine, after magnetis­
ing a lady in London, found that her head adhered to his chest 
so strongly that he had difficulty in detaching it. Dr. Dufour 
found that a subject’s body adhered to the operator’s hands if 
the latter are held in contact with the subject’s shoulder blades 
for some time. Lafontaine, after throwing a girl’s body into 
cataleptic rigidity, suspended her by an unravelled rope attached 
round her waist. The body then swung round according to the 
inductive influence transmitted. Placed on a plank, swinging 
horizontally on a pivot, the plank and body rose or fell according 
to the influence exerted by passes. Charpignon gives a case of 
levitation induced by magnetisation. Dr. Kerne mentions a 
similar case. Ricard gives another. Professor Boirac has quite 
recently illustrated this faculty of exerting attractive and 
repulsive power on the human organism, at a distance.

Six lectures given by Reichenbach are then presented, 
dealing with the dual polarity inherent in the effluvia radiated 
from human beings, animals, vegetables and crystals. This

Les Effluves Odiques,’ Flammarion, Paris.

radiation is compared to the undulations seen in the atmosphere 
over a field, on a hot summer day, and is attributed to an 
absorption of force transmitted from the sun. The accumula­
tion of this force in the nervous system is radiated in the form 
of an interrupted or vibratory current, traversing solids, and 
producing rotation or circulation. A table becomes a condenser 
of this radiated force, if a number of people sit around it, with 
their hands in contact with it. The current spreads over the 
table and acts on any sensitive present, as passes would do. 
The inter-action of the positive and negative polarity inherent 
in the current, produces the rotation or movement of the table.

The descriptions given cannot fail to remind the reader of 
those presented in Denton’s * Soul of Things.’ Taken in con­
junction with the illustrations in the introduction, quoted from 
authorities on human magnetism, the analogy between human 
and terrestrial magnetic effluvia becomes apparent. Its identity 
with the human sensibility exteriorised from sensitives, by 
magnetic induction, is also evident. Considering the attraction 
and repulsion and even human levitation referred to as pro­
duced by the volitional use of this radiation, and, on the other 
hand, that the phenomenal movement of objects without contact 
induced through Eusapia Paladino, have been shown to be 
produced by the use of this effluvium, it is evident that it is 
also identical with the psychical substance used in the ob­
jectivisation of mediumistic and magical phenomena.

AN HYPNOTIC CREED.
e The Hypnotic Magazine ’ publishes the following 

* Articles of Belief.’ This ‘ Creed ’ will be given hereafter 
in each number. ‘ The Hypnotic Magazine ’ is an able 
and zealous advocate of Hypnotism as a curative agent, 
but the terms, ‘ articles of belief,’ and ‘ creed ’ savour of 
prejudice and self-sufficiency, and these are not the best of 
qualities for those who are experimenting in a science 
confessed to be in its infancy. However true and reason­
able the ‘ creed ’ may seem, this way of asserting its 
‘ articles ’ looks very like an attempt to 1 suggest ’ them to 
the reader. The ‘ Creed ’ runs thus :—

1. The subject or hypnotised person is always responsible 
for his actions.

2. The subject’s moral resistance is as strong in the hypnotic 
as in the waking state.

3. The subject will not accept a suggestion, or a post­
hypnotic suggestion, which conflicts with his principles, or his 
all-potent instinct of self-preservation.

4. The subject submits to be hypnotised ; he cannot be 
influenced against his will.

5. The subject can break the hypnotic sleep and return to 
his normal state of consciousness, even in defiance of the 
operator’s suggestion.

6. The subject is never unconscious ; the subjective mind is 
always on the alert.

7. The suggestions which can be made most readily to take 
root in the subjective mind are those which are to the therapeutic 
advantage of the subject.

8. Suggested sense-delusions are accepted by the subject 
with the subconscious understanding that they are produced 
merely for the purpose of experiment.

9. A subject of good moral character cannot be induced by 
hypnotic suggestion to perform an act which he would consider 
immoral or even undignified in his waking state.

10. A subject of loose morals will exhibit the same char­
acteristics in the hypnotic state, but will refuse to commit a 
crime which endangers his person (see ‘ Instinct of Self-preser­
vation,’ No. 3).

11. A crime committed through post-hypnotic suggestion 
by a subject (if such a thing were possible), would be assuiedly 
bungled, since the carrying out of a complicated post-hypnotic 
suggestion entails a return to a state of active somnambulism, 
in which state inductive reasoning is impossible.

12. The assent of the subject is always necessary to the 
carrying out of a suggestion.

13. Auto-suggestion is more powerful than the suggestions 
of another.

14. The only harm which can result to a subject lies in the 
possible ill results of foolish tests which the subject is willing 
to carry out.
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WILLIAM MARTIN WILKINSON.

A highly esteemed friend, whose initials will sufficiently 
reveal his identity, has kindly sent us the following notes 
regarding the late Mr. Wilkinson, whose decease we 
recorded in our last week’s issue :—

My first acquaintance with Mr. Wilkinson began about 
forty-four years ago. Spiritualism then had the freshness and 
charm of a novelty and a mystery, as well as more serious 
claims upon public attention. I was being deeply interested in 
its investigation, and when a record of strange automatic 
drawings appeared in the 1 Morning Post ’ as occurring in the 
house of a well-known solicitor in good practice, I thought this 
would no doubt prove another phase of this attractive 
subject. Accordingly, in company with my friend, Dr. Dixon, 
I. called one Sunday afternoon at a villa in Hamp­
stead. We introduced ourselves to Mr. Wilkinson, whom 
we found a very intelligent and affable gentleman, and on 
stating the object of our visit were very courteously received. 
The book containing his wife’s automatic drawings was brought 
in for our inspection, and our interest in them was enhanced by 
the explanations and comments he was able to supply. He told 
us all about them that he had to tell. We had a long and 
animated conversation on Spiritualism, and he kindly invited 
us to visit him again, which I need hardly say we were very 
pleased to do, and the visit was many times repeated. Thus 
began an acquaintance which ripened into a life-long friend­
ship. Before taking our departure I left with him a copy of 
the ‘ Yorkshire Spiritual Telegraph,’ which had then recently 
appeared but with which he was unacquainted. Like myself, 
he soon became a constant contributor to that journal and aided 
greatly in promoting its circulation. Mr. Benjamin Morell, 
of Keighley, was its editor, but after awhile it was practically 
managed from London, and its title was changed to the ‘British 
Spiritual Telegraph.’ This first and somewhat crude publica­
tion was superseded by ‘The Spiritual Magazine,’ the first 
number of which appeared in January, 1860, and it was 
regularly continued until the close of 1878. Besides editing 
and contributing many able articles to it, especially its earlier 
volumes, Mr. Wilkinson published a small volume called ‘ Spirit 
Drawings—A Personal Narrative,’ one of the most interesting 
in connection with this subject that has appeared, and of which 
he published a second edition. It gave a circumstantial account 
of the drawings above referred to, and contained much else that 
was profound and original on the general question. A little 
later occurred the great religious revival which attracted so much 
notice, and in the psychical aspects of which he was specially 
interested. He compiled a narrative of it, and carefully collated 
it with similar movements that had preceded it, such as that 
associated with the name of the Rev. Edward Irving, and what 
was known as the preaching epidemic in Sweden. He was 
satisfied that these movements had a unity of origin and illus­
trated a continued community of the two worlds.

Besides his literary services to Spiritualism his home was 
the centre and rendezvous of the leading Spiritualists in 
London at that time, where they would meet to exchange views 
and information and concert plans of action. Among the men 
and women who here gathered together were Robert Dale 
Owen, Robert Chambers, William Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. Watts, 
Dr. Ashburner, Dr. Doherty, Dr. Dixon, Benjamin Coleman, 
Baron Holmfeldt, Signor Bertolacci and his daughters, D. D. 
Home, Emma Hardinge, Mrs. De Morgan and others, and very 
often American visitors interested in the subject and who 
added much to our information as to what was passing on the 
other side. Judge Edmonds was also a constant and highly 
valued correspondent.

Mr. Wilkinson was also a pioneer in many other useful 
works, among which we may mention the interest he took in the 
reformation of our convict system, the Academy of Music for 
the Blind at Norwood, and the Charity Organisation Society, of 
which latter in particular he was the originator and an 
earnest and active promoter, for many years being a constant 
attendant at its council meetings. Among other reforms ho 
advocated was that of cremation ; he was the founder of the first 
Cremation Society in England, and in his will he left instructions 
for this disposition of his remains.

Although advancing years and other occupations compelled 
him to relinquish active participation in our movement, his 

interest in it continued to the end. He was a constant reader 
of ‘ Light,’ and warmly approved the spirit and temper in which 
it is conducted. He was a frequent correspondent of the 
‘ Times ’ and other influential journals, his letters being 
generally of a practical kind, and often successful in effecting 
the object for which they were intended. Though but little 
known to present-day Spiritualists, ho did most important work 
in the earlier periods of our movement, when its foes were many 
and its friends were few ; and the fruit of that work continues 
and will long continue. He belonged essentially to that 
generation of earnest workers who have now almost passed 
away. It was a fitting coincidence that Whit Sunday should 
witness the ascension of so pure and white a soul and cluse a 
long earthly life of useful and active beneficence.

Farewell, old friend and comrade, until we moot again, 
perhaps to be associated in that higher life in some good and 
useful work for Humanity. T.S.

‘WORK AND SAINTSH1P.’

The leading article in the May number of * Parabuddha 
Bharata,’ the organ of Swami Vivekananda, is on ‘Work and 
Saintship,’ and it serves to bring out the diametrically opposite 
views which the Eastern and the Western take of Work—to say 
nothing of Saintship. When wo talk of ‘ work’ we mean useful 
work, work useful either to self or others, and which we consider 
a duty ; useless labour we do not call work—we only speak 
figuratively of the ‘work’ of playing cricket or of running a race. 
Mere activity or action is not for the Western synonymous with 
‘ work,’ but the Eastern makes work and action the same ; and 
action he calls ‘Karma,’and Karma he supposes to be the 
cause of rebirth. Rebirth, in its turn, he considers a thing to 
be avoided ; for as long as a man is subject to rebirth he is 
liable to pain and unhappiness. It is evident, therefore, that, 
by a chain of logical reasoning, salvation lies in inaction ; and 
that, by making action synonymous with work, idleness is 
demonstrated to be the saviour of mankind.

All this sounds like a burlesque of the Eastern idea of work 
in general, and a libel on this enunciation of it in particular. 
But listen to the writer himself :—

The Gita says, ‘ Every work hath blame as every flame is 
wrapped in smoke.’ Such being the nature of action, can 
that be our ideal ? Certainly not, unless ignorance, slavery 
and evil could satisfy our wants. Deification of action, then, 
practically means worshipping our fetters, or, to use the 
words of the writer above quoted, ‘glorying in our shame.’ 
Action or restlessness is not our ideal. Our deepest and 
most persistent impulses all point just the other way, and 
they deserve to be respected. They are really the voice of 
Deity within us, and it is through them and not against them 
that we can possibly work out our salvation, and they all 
unmistakcably point towards rest and repose. . . . We 
work in order that we may be freed from work. The highest 
then is not to get leave to work, but to get leave from work. 
. . . To check the wanderings of the restless mind, and 
know the illimitable Praguana, is our real nature, and thus 
escape Karma, in a word, to do nothing is the best thing to 
do. . . . Freedom from work or saintship is the end 
which, whether we will or no, and consciously or uncon 
sciously, we are struggling to attain every moment of out 
lives.
We may grant the writer a good deal in favour of ‘ loafing ’ 

in view of the mad race and struggle into which modern Westen, 
life has deteriorated ; but we may ask, Is it not worth while to 
work in order to get knowledge ? Here, again, we come upon a 
fundamental difference between Eastern and Western ideas. 
We think that knowledge conies through fact and inference, 
which can only be reached by work and through work ; the 
Eastern believes that he has only to make his mind passive and 
‘ the truth ’ will stream into it. He calls all our laborious 
observation and experiment so much waste of time and labour, 
for its result he considers to be, not knowledge, but ignorance ; 
for chemistry, physiology, geology, and astronomy, and, indeed, 
all human knowledge, are utterly unable to save us from re­
incarnation.

The Eastern doctrine of the blessedness of inaction is not 
without its use and meaning ; but is not the maxim, ‘To do 
nothing is the best thing to do, ’very like the poor little slavey’s 
idea of Heaven—‘To do nothing for ever and ever ’ ? After 
all, the poor little slavey was, it would seem, a Vedantic 
philosopher without knowing it 1
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