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garments, chemicals, gardens, artisans, artists, builders,
animals, and all the rest of it, even to the production of:
children. It is a qucer little book, and the only one of
the kind, so far as we know. Whether it can do anyone
any good is another matter.

We are often reminded of the story about the shrewd.
old Quaker who had to deal with the smart young gentle-
man who was far too clever to believe in things he could
not see. The following catechism was found efiicacious : —

Said the Quaker :—

'Does thee believe in Asia Minor 7’

“Yes ; though I have not scen it I have secn others who
have ; besides, there is plenty of proof that such a country does
exist.’

“Thon thec will not believe anything thee or others have not
seen ?’

¢No ; to be sure I won’t.’

‘Did thee ever see thy own brains?’

N,

¢ Ever see anybody that did 2’

NG

‘ Does thee believe thee has any ?’

From Blackpool (‘Human Nature’ office) we have
reccived a pamphlet, ‘By the Ellis Family,” on ¢ How to
TImprove Body, Brain, and Mind.” We can hardly say that
there is much depth or originality in this little work, but,
as far as it goes, it is entirely wholesome and sensible.
There is a useful scction on ‘How to cultivate psychic
powers.’

At Dr. Spurgeon’s Chapel, a few ecvenings ago, wo
heard the celebrated Dr. Pierson’s exposition of 1 Cor. xv.,
and, with all respect for an earnest man, we must honestly
gay that, for want of an elementary acquaintance with the
laws of spirit-life, he talked the most amazing nonsense.
The resurrection of Jesus was simply the usual triumph of
spirit over flesh:—his few appearances after its occurrence
show that; and this Paul seems to quite well
understand :  but ‘if Christ had not risen,” meaning
Christ’s body, said Dr. Pierson, ‘not one of wus
would nave been saved,” and ¢his resurrection proved
that his mission was supernatural and divine.” What is
that but the old fatal error that if anything comes from tho
Unseen it must come from the gods !

That wonderful Chapter xv. is not perfectly harmoni-
ous and clear (any more than the story of the resurrection),
but verses 12 to 18 scem tolerably plain. Instead of
making our resurrection turn upon the resurrection of
Cluist, Paul actually makes Christ’s resurrection turn upon
ours. He as good as says ; —If resurrection is not a fact
for all, it was not a fact for Christ. IHe says plainly ; —
‘If there be no resurrection of the dead then there has
been no resurrection for him.  We declare that God
raised him up; but he did not raise him up if the dead rise
not.” Plainly, he makes the case of Christ only a case in
point,—a particular to prove a universal. We again admit
that there is a certain amount of apparent contradiction or
confusion in Paul’s argument, but the passage we indicate
scems perfectly clear, and it certainly makes Dr. Pierson’s
extraordinary assertions look not only arbitrary but
grotesque.

We do not find it easy to comprchend the average
conventional Christian. His main article of belief appears
to be that in days of old God gave His Holy Spirit to
certain inspired men, that they might produce, once for all,
‘The word of God’: and yet, in his prayers and hymns, he
continually expresses his belief in the nearness of the
Holy Spirit, or sends forth his cry for that Spirit’s help.
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Waiting for Dr. Pierson’s exposition, we turned over
the leaves of a collection of hymns, one of which particu.
larly interested us. It began thus:—

The Holy Ghost is come,
We feel his presence here.

That is most cheering, but what of that doctrine of the
inspiration of the ancients, to write ‘The word of God’ once
for all? Another of these hymns contained these lines:—

O Holy Spirit | now descend on me !

Be Thou my Teacher—to my soul reveal.

Blest Spirit ! I would yield myself to Thee.

Let me Thy holy habitation be !

Again wo say, most cheering and most excellent : but
how can the compilers and users of these hymns confine the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to the past ?

APPARATUS FOR BOGUS SEANCES.

If a man resorts to a mean and dishonourable trick in
order to bring discredit upon another, it is quite possible
that, instead of accomplishing his purpose, he may find
that all the infamy attaches to himself and not to his
intended victim. Here is a case in point.

Some short time after the seizure of Mr. Craddock at
a séance in Manchester, he received by post the following
letter :—

256, PorRTLAND CRESCENT,
LEEDS,

MRr. F. CRADDOCK, bth May, 1897.

74, DarT™MOUTH ST.,
BURSLEM.

DeAr Sir,—I see you have had a very unpleasant affair at
Manchester, and feel I should like to offer you a little advice.
To sit in a promiscuous circle is only to expose you to a
repetition of the unpleasantness. If you want to run the thing
successfully, you must form a sort of Syndicate, who will see
no sceptic sits near enough to grab. The guides business is
played out—because the sensible people naturally ask where the
cuides get the muslin. I can supply you with boiled nuslin,
artificial hands, faces painted on bladders, which can be
inflated —as supplied to Messrs. Huggins, Warren, Davidson,
and others—at most reasonable charges.

To have your Syndicate properly placed to prevent your
being grabbed is the only possible way of preventing exposure.
You may write me and trust me in all confidence.

Awaiting your reply,
I am, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
J. WiLLians,

This letter Mr. Craddock forwarded to us, with an
expression of his intense disgust, and of his strong opinion
that if such a horrible trade’ were really being carried on
by ¢J. Williams,” then ¢J. Williams’ ought to be thoroughly
exposed. In this we cordially concurred, but to make
certain of our ground, we suggested to Mr. Craddock that
he should write for prices, our object being, of course, 0
secure specimens of the articles offered, that being the only
way of gaining satisfactory proof that ¢J. Williams’ was
doing what he professed to do. Mr. Craddock acted on our
advice, and his request for a statement of prices brought
the following reply : —

25, PoRTLAND CRESCENT,
LeEDs.

Mge. F. CRADDOCK, 14th May, 1897.

BURSLEM.
Dear Sir,— In reply to your post-card of the Tth, I can
supply you as follows :—
Muslin, boiled, very fine, 2/-
- not so fine, 1/3 per yard,
both 40 inches wide,
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JUSTICE TO ‘ PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Dr. Rodes Buchanan asks us, as a matter of justice,
to publish what he himself has to say in regard to his new
work, ¢ Primitive Christianity ’ :—

This work, the result of many years of profound, fearless,
and original investigation, guarded with all the care of scientific
methods and examination of the best historic authorities,
professes to demonstrate the following truths which have
already been accepted with enthusiasm by about a thousand
readers in America and elsewhere, and which challenge criti-
cism, being sustained by ample evidence :—

«1. That the New Testament was never published or known
until a hundred years after the death of the Apostles, and no
decisive evidence has ever been presented that either of the
Four Gospels was written by the Evangelists whose names they
bear.

2. That many passages in the Four Gospels are entirely
incompatible with the exalted character of Jesus and his
disciples, and must be regarded as interpolations, the removal
of which leaves a record of Christianity entirely worthy of
Jesus Christ, harmonising with the deepest philosophy and
purest ethics, and removing all the objections which have
hindered the progress of the Church. This expurgation, never
before attempted, will be found in the book, and is much
admired by rational Christians.

8. These rejected interpolations embody an attempt to
identify Christianity with ancient Paganism ; and the sub-
stantial identity of the two systems was maintained by the
Fathers of the Church of the first four centuries, even including
authorities so famous as Origen and St. Augustine, and has
been often recognised by historians.

4. A close investigation shows a marvellous similarity between
the creeds, the ceremonies, the emblems, the institutions of the
ancient Pagans and the Roman Church. The cross, the
Eucharist, the celebration on December 25th, baptism, rosaries,
a virgin-born Saviour and His descent into hell, monks, nuns,
and a final judgment-day were all ancient Pagan elements
skilfully introduced by the Roman Church—even the Sabbath
being of Assyrian origin, and observed by nearly all Pagans
before either Christ or Moses. But pure Christianity had none
of these things. Both Jesus and St. Paul repudiated the
Sabbath.

5. Human immortality is now a demonstrated truth, and
the heroes and martyrs of Primitive Christianity can be con-
sulted to-day by those who are devoted to Christ and free from
selfishness. They have spoken freely, and given a profoundly
interesting narrative of their lives, labours, and doctrines, a
long-lost and suppressed history which is eminently lucid and
satisfactory, and is really the first demonstration ever given that
the four Evangelists were the authors of what has been pub-
lished in their names, but in a corrupted form, and should,
therefore, deeply interest sincere Christians who wish to see an
unanswerable demonstration of the Christianity of Jesus Christ
and of his historic existence, which some have been fanatical
enough to deny.

San José, California. JAMEs RopeEs BUCHANAN.

A FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath unto the London Spiritualist Alliance,
Limited, the sum of £ , to be applied to the purposes of
that Society ; and I direct that the said sum shall be paid free
from Legacy Duty, out of such part of my personal estate as
may legally be devoted by will to charitable purposes, and in
preference to other legacies and bequests thereout.

PAris.—¢ LigHT’ may be obtained from Mons. Leymarie, 12,
Rue du Sommerard.

TBE LoNDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LiyMiTED.—Copies of
the Memorandum and Articles of Association may be obtained
from the office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, London,
W.C., price 1s. The Memorandum sets forth in detail the
purposes and objects of the society, with the names of the
signatories ; and the Articles prescribe the necessary rules and
regulations for its conduct, including the election of members
and associates council, and officers.

LIGHT.
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ANOTHER PREVISION OF THE PARIS FIRE.

It seems that Mlle. Couédon, the now celebrated Seeress of
Paris, also foresaw the fire of the Rue Jean Goujon some days
before it happened. She never goes into company, * L'Echo du
Merveilleux’ says, but for once made an exception in favour of
the Countess de Maillé, at whose salon some two hundred
fashionable people were present on the occasion of her visit, not
one of whom, as she predicted, was caught in the fire, although
many of them were noted for their interest in charitable
enterprises of the kind. Mlle. Couédon gives out her revela-
tions in the form of rough verses, which are supposed to
be dictated by the angel Gabriel. What she said was :(—

Pres des Champs Elysées,

~ Je vois un endroit pas élevé
Qui n’est pas pour la piété
Mais qui en est approché
Dans un but de charité
(Qui n’est pas la vérité.
Je vois le feu s’élever
Et les gens hurler.
Des chairs grillées,
Des corps calcinés,
J’en vois comme par pelletées.

This may be rendercd : ‘ Near the Champs Elysées, I see a
low building which is not devoted to piety, but to something
like it, with a charitable object, which is not truth. I see Lthe
fire mount up, and the people cry out ; burnt flesh and calcined
bodies. I see these in great numbers’ (literally, ‘as if by
shovelfuls.’)

On another occasion (apparently after the fire), the Seeress
plainly attributed the fire to the finger of God :—

Si 'homme n’eut point péché,
Dieu n’eut point frappé.

Ils n’avaient point la vérité,
Il y avait de la vanité.

That is: ‘If man had not sinned, God would not have
struck. They had not truthfulness, there was vanity.’

Marie Martel, one of the ecstatics of Tilly, was in an ecstasis
at the time of the terrible fire, and she several times cried out :
“Oh, my good Mother, stay the arm of thy Divine Son.” This
exclamation, addressed to the Virgin, is supposed by those about
Marie Martel to show that she was accorded a vision of the fire
at the Charity Bazaar.

It is rather strange that those who thus attribute this terrible
calamity to a ‘loving God ’—some to the First and some to the
Second Person of the Trinity-—rather thau to physical causes
acting by law, do not perceive the awkward complications and
impious passes to which that idea logically leads. Moreover,
this explanation of the occurrence—that it was directly due to
the anger of God—necessitates the assumption that those who
perished were more wicked than those who were saved, an as-
sumption not only eminently uncharitable and wholly ground-
less, but in direct opposition to the teaching of Jesus, when
He was (uestioned about the wickedness of those who perished
when a certain tower fell. But when Piety of that pharisaical kind
comes in at the door, Charity flies out through the window, and
Logic escapes up the chimney.

A FORM OF PRAYER FOR USE AT SEANCES.

Father of All Spirits, we desire to express our heartfelt
thanks that Thou hast placed no insuperable barrier between
Thy worlds, but hast mercifully provided the means of com-

munion with the unseen.
We pray that, through the inspiration of Thy messengers,

we may be led to aspire ever towards that most excellent great-
ness which was manifested in the life and character of Jesus of
Nazareth.

We begin to understand something of the difliculty and
danger, as well as of the beauty and holiness, of intercourse
with the life beyond, but we believe that satety does not lie in
the direction of ignorance, and we ask to be delivered from
temptation and not led into evil.

For such opportunities as present themselves of doing good ;
for the perception of the wondrous and harmonious scheme of
creation which is now ours ; for the brighter light not to be
obscured by the heaviest cloud ; for the glorious conviction that
¢ the dead are not dead but alive,’ and for the unspeakable joy
of realising their dear presence and holding sweet converse
together, we thank Thee and bless Thee, and would praise
Thy Fatherly goodness now and ever. Amen.

. ¢ BinsToxN.’
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if ‘Rejected’ has reually anything new to tell, why does he not
speak out plainly and produce his evidence ? Otherwiss he wastes
our time as well as his own. That there is a universe of mind,
corresponding to the universe of matter, is a reasonable deduc-
tion founded on analogy, and it has been believed by thinkers in
allages; but‘Rejected’ tacks upon this the theory that this mental
universe is a sort of interstellar hierarchy, which is the origin of
all civilisations, and the ruling society of the universe. This
society has set us certain problems to solve, and has given us
certain rules to go by ; but whilst it has only hitherto furnished
enigmatical answers, ‘¢ Rejected’ tells us he can solve some of
the problems himself by following the rules; but he carefully
abstains from telling us what the problems and rules are, or
how he obtained this special information. In short, he does
not give us a particle of evidence in support of any of
his statements, though he naively asks our assistance
in finding proofs. Some years ago *‘Rejected’ gave to
the world another pet theory, in which he assumed that in
ancient times the inhabitants of our earth possessed the
means of communication with the inhabitants of other stellar
worlds, and occasionally a visitor from some other world would
some amongst us, but owing to an undefined sin on our part the
privilege was withdrawn, and ever since we had been left
severely alone. ¢ Rejected’ cordially invited his readers to join
him in bringing about the conditions necessary for the restitu-
tion of this privilege ; but then, as now, he was unable to
furnish the semblance of any evidence, and evervwhere the idea
was scouted as an idle dream. The new theory secems likely to
follow the fate of the other, and we fear the author will have
to continue signing himself ‘Rejected’ to the end of the
chapter. Now none of us would wish to lose a good thing, but
we have had too much of mumblings and mysticism, and want
in their place Light ! More Light ! TIf ¢ Rejected’ can furnish
any we will heartily welcome it ; but if he cannot, he must not
deem us unkind or impolite if we ask, in plain but forcible
English, ¢ What is he driving at ?’ DayLiGHT.

SOCIETY WORK.

ISLINGTON SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY, WELLINGTON HALL, N.—
On Sunday last ¢ Evangel’ delivered an address on *‘Im-
mortality.” Mr. Wallace, pioneer medium, also gave advice to
investigators. Next Sunday, at 6.45 p.m., Mr. Dalley will
answer questions. Wednesday, at 8 p.m., circle for members
only ; medium, Mrs. Brenchley.—C. D. C.

EpmoNTON SPIrITUALISTS’ SO0CIETY, BEECH HALL, HYDE-
LANE, LoNDON.—On Sunday last Mr. J. Weedmeyer gave an
excellent address on ¢ The Efticacy of Prayer,’ followed by Mrs.
Weedmeyer with clairvoyance, which was well received. Next
Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr.W. J. Mahoney. Address every Thursday
a(.sz 8 p.m. ; open circle for investigators free.—E. S. WALKER,
Cor. Sec.

CANNING TowN (ORIGINAL) SOCIETY, SANSPAREIL TEMPE-
RANCE Rooms, 2, Forbps PArk-roap, TRINITY-STREET.—On
Sunday last Mr, J. A. Butcher paid his first visit to Canning
Town. After a short but interesting reading, his control dealt
with ¢‘The Value and Truth of Spiritualism’ in a masterly
manner. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. R. Beel on *‘Is Man
Immortal ?’ Thursday, 24th, at 8 p.m., Mr. Sloan.—A. H.

CArpIFF PsYCcHOLOGICAL SocieTy, ST. JoHN'S HaLn.—
On Sunday morning last Mr. Harris’s guides spoke on ‘The
Religious Needs of Man.” In the evening Mr. Adams gave a
thoughtful address on * The Uses of Phenomena : Physical and
Spiritual.” On the 7th inst. the Lyceum held their annual out-
ing at Sully, which proved a great success. Next Sunday,
morning gnd evening, and Monday, Mr. G. H. Bibbings, B.A.
—E. G. S.

MERTHYR SPIRITUALISTS SoCIETY.—On Sunday last, at Mr.
Scott’s Rooms, at 11 a.m., the guides of Mr. Wayland (Newport)
gave an address on ‘Spiritualism,’ dealing with its past
obstructions and how the spirit world had worked to remove
them, instructing us how to make ourselves worthy instruments
to enable them to continue to promote the glorious truth. In
the evening, at the Market Hall, their subject was ‘ Modern
Spiritualism—Its Great Teachings.” Next Sunday, morning
and evening, Mrs. Williams (Cardiff), trance address and
clairvoyance.—W.M. H.

NorTH LONDON SPIRITUALISTS SOCIETY,14, STROUD GREEN-
ROAD, F1NsBURY PARK.—OrEN-A1r WoRK.—On Sunday morn-
ing last an interested audience assembled, when addresses were
given by Messrs. Brooks, Orville, Pitcher, and other friends.
In the evening, at the Hall, Mr. Banyard gave an address upon
‘ Angelic Help,’” basing his remarks on a chapter read from the
Acts of the Apostles. The annual outing to Epping Forest, on
Queen’s Day, June 22nd. Tea (9d.) at 4 p.m., at Riggs’s
Retreat, High Beech. Unity meeting after.—T'. B,
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STRATFORD SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS, WORKMAN'S Hanr,
WEesT Ham LANE, E.—On Sunday last Mr. J. J. Morse gave an
excellent trance address to a good audience. Next Sunday, at
6.45 p.m., several speakers will address the meeting. Thurs-
day next, Mrs. Wallis.—Tr0s. McCaLLuym, Hon. Sec.—Forest
Gate Branch (Liberal Hall, opposite Forest Gate Station, E.).—
On Sunday last Mr. A. Peters was successful in his psycho-
metry. There was a large audience, and a pleasant evening
was spent. On Sunday next, at 7 p.m., Mr. R. Brailey.—
J. HumpHREY, Hon. Sec.

SOUTH MANCHESTER SPIRITUAL SociETY.—The committee
have pleasure in announcing the opening of their new hall at
the corner of Princess-road, Moss-lane, East. The first services
were held on Whit Sunday and were a decided success. The
society, though young, has an increasing number of members
and investigators, and is hopeful of rousing the interest of the
district. In order to meet the expenses incurred in furnishing,
a sule of work is to be held on the 30th inst. and two following
days, when it is hoped to clear off all the liabilities, and,judging
from the promises of support, success is assured. Gifts of
articles will be thankfully received and acknowledged by Mr,
W. A. Herring, 19, Withington-road, Brooks Bar; or Mr,
Thomas Hawkins, 87, Duke-street, Old Trafford.

SouTH LoNDON SPIRITUALISTS' MIssioN, SURREY MAsoNIO
HaLn, CAMBERWELL NEW-R0AD, S.E.—On Sunday morning last
Mr. Dunnage asked the question : * Are Ghosts Facts?’ and
succeeded in replying to his own question in the affirmative. A
good audience. (Questions and discussion. In the evening Mr,
Beel spoke upon ‘Jesus : God or Medium.” On Saturday, June
19th, the body of W. Linsdell’s youngest child will be interred
in Nunhead Cemetery. Mr. W. E. Long will conduct the
ceremony. All friends of the Cause are requested to meet at the
gates at 3.15 for 3.30 p.m. On Sunday morning next, af
11.15, Mr. W. E. Long on ‘The Bible: Its Use and Abuse’;
at 3 p.m., Children’s Lyceum ; at 6.30 p.m., Mr.W. E. Long on
¢ Inspiration.’—R. B. .

BATTERSEA PARK OPEN-AIR WORK.—Good meetings were held
on the last two Sundays. The usual workers and friends, who
come from all parts, maintained lively and interesting meetings.
Circles are now being formed all around us, thanks largely to
*M.A. (Oxon.’s) *Hints to Inquirers,” which, with other
literature, we freely distcibute weekly. The ground is being
steadily prepared, and we hope to sce many public meeting
places commenced in Battersea, as a direct consequence, in the
near future. We are now conducting two meetings in the Park,
at 3.30 and 6.30 p.m., near the band stand ; Battersea Society
and friends, short addresses. In the Temperance Hall at
8.15 p.m. on Sundays, and at 8 p.mn. on Thursdays, Mr, Peters,
clairvoyance.—H. B.

CAvENDISHE Roowms, 51, MoRTIMER-STREET, W.—On Sunday
evening last Mr. Geo. Horatio Bibbings delivered a remarkable
discourse entitled ¢ The World’s Love Age '—remarkable for its
intense power and brilliancy, for the consummate ability mani-
fested, and for its comprehensiveness. The many alternate
passages of pathos and humour were very striking, and the
quotations cited were both apposite and beautiful. Judging
from this discourse alone, Spiritualism has indeed gained an ex-
ceptionally able worker in the person of Mr. Bibbings, and we
look forward to his visit to us in July next with great pleasure.
The prolonged applause of the audience must have been as
gratifying to the lecturer as it was to the organisers of the
meeting. We have heard Tito Mattei's song, ‘Starry Land,’
sung several times before, but never with such charm and
sweetness as was manifested by Miss Samuel’s interpretation on
this occasion. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mrs. M. H. Wallis, of
Manchester, inspirational address, ‘The Spiritual Value of
Gratitude.’'—L. H.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

‘INQUIRER.’—The address of a resident in your neigbourhood
will be given next week.

¢ PERPLEXED.—Discontinue your sittings till you can secure
better conditions. If you will send us your full address we
will write to you.

LoNpoN SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, LimiTen.—The Treasurer
of the Alliance gratefully acknowledges the receipt of the follow-
ing contributions towards the cost of furnishing the new offices :
A. A. Watts, £1 1s.; Mrs. K. Pole, 10s.; G. E. Gunn, 5s.

RuLes For THE Conpucr oF CircLEs.—We have reprinted,
in the convenient. form of a leaflet suitable for enclosure in letters
or for distribution at public meetings, ‘ M.A. (Oxon's) Advice
to Inquirers, for the Conduct of Circles.” We shall be pleased
to supply copies free to all friends who will undertake to make
good use of them. The only charge will be for postage—25, $d.;
50, 1d. ; 100, 2d. ; 200, 3d.; 400, 43d.; 600, 6d., &ec.

— e e — — —— ———

The subscription to *Light’ is 10s. 10d. per
annum, post free to any part of the world.




