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SPECIAL NOTICE.

The Subscribers to * Light,' and to the London Spiritualist 
Alliance, Limited, who have not yet paid their Sub­
scriptions for 1897, which are now much overdue, 
will oblige by remitting without delay, thus saving 
trouble in repeatedly sending accounts.

NOTES BY THE WAY.

Kegan Paul and Co. have just published an extremely 
valuable book by Dr. R. Osgood Mason, on ‘ Telepathy 
and the Subliminal Self : An Account of Recent Investi­
gations regarding Hypnotism, Automatism, Dreams, Phan­
tasms and Related Phenomena? It is, in the main, a 
collection, and a first-rate collection, of Psychical Research 
cases with the now conventional Psychical Research 
explanation.

Dr, Mason is a temperate but most persistent advocate 
of the telepathic and ‘ subliminal self ’ explanation of 
everything, from crystal-gazing to the seeing of phantasms. 
He is anti-supernatural and, therefore, as he seems to 
imagine, anti-Spiritualist: and does notappear to b^aware 
that the intelligent Spiritualist is as little of a super­
naturalist as the driest Psychicalist.

His facts are very varied, very lucid, and very well 
arranged. As a cool and careful statement of the case, 
from the standpoint occupied both by Spiritualists and 
Psychicalists, wo know no better book. There is a maxi­
mum of fact and a minimum of inference, with a total 
absence of the tone and temper of the mere ‘ argufier? 
The evidence is simply overwhelming, but the overwhelmer 
seems to say: ‘You need not be overwhelmed if you 
object. Take it or leave it. Go or stay. It does not 
make much difference to me—and the Universe won’t 
mind? We like the magnitude and strength of that.

We are strongly tempted to quote, but—where to begin, 
and how to end ? Here is a noticeable saying concerning 
hypnotism:—‘ It has become to psychology what deter­
mining the value of a single character is to reading an 
ancient inscription in a lost or unknown language—it is a 
bit of the unknown expressed in terms of the known, and 
helps to furnish clues to still greater discoveries? This, 
we have always strongly held. The man who accepts all 
the facts of hypnotism is bound to go on—and to go all 
the way, whether he ends with us in St. Martin’s-lane or 
takes refuge in the Westminster Town Hall.

Mr. W. J. Colville’s ‘spiritual romance,’ ‘With One 
Accord ’ (Boston : Banner of Light Publishing Co.) is not 
so much a story as a presentation of occult ideas, expcri - 

ences and explanations in story form. It is highly probable 
that many persons would receive and assimilate these in 
that form who would not look at an Essay. The book is, 
of course, written with knowledge ; and its real value lies 
in the fact that it naturally reflects the incidents and 
results of a ripe medium’s very varied experiences.

‘The Philosophical Journal’has gone completely over 
to the spiritualistic camp. We miss its old characteristic 
depth and philosophical thoughtfulness; but, probably, in 
its new path it will be more generally useful. At the same 
time, we plead for a bias in favour of strong thinking. It 
is much more important that we should have a few feet of 
rock on which to securely stand than a mile of sand 
covered with fantasticalities. But in saying this, we have 
no desire to discourage the recording of curious incidents, 
such as the following : —

A haunted house in Oakland, Cal., is causing some conster­
nation. It was lately rented by the Salvation Army people, 
and makes them nice and commodious quarters, on 10th and 
Adaline streets, from which they do not intend to be driven by 
unseen disturbers of the peace. The San Francisco ‘ Call ’ of 
last Tuesday gives the following about the spirit visitors :—

‘ Lieutenant Sawyer was awakened in the middle of the 
night by some mysterious presence, and as soon as his eyes 
were properly opened he saw an unknown face looking at him. 
There was no body, but simply features. He at once arose 
and chased that face until it got to the window, where it went 
out and disappeared.

‘ The screen from the fire-place in one of the rooms has a 
habit of dancing around the room.

* Mrs. Staff-Captain Merry weather said last night : “ The 
house has a lively reputation for ghosts, and the longer we are 
here the more we hear about them, but I do not think there 
are enough ghosts in all Oakland to drive us out of our snug 
quarters?’ ’

A story like that should be followed up, and Salvation 
Army people are just the people to work at it.

The following, too, is truly suggestive :—
A Chicago judge refused to let a Spiritualist serve on a 

murder trial jury, because he said in court that he did not 
believe a man could be killed, in the common acceptance of the 
term. So says the San Francisco Daily ‘Call? Murderous 
courts of law, while they cannot kill, are crowding the lower 
spheres with spirits who spend all their energies in trying to 
avenge their untimely exit from the mortal plane, and they 
are doing more harm by obsessing other mortals than they 
could have done if allowed to remain in the flesh. Why not 
try to reform them by restraint and education rather than to 
place them where they can do infinitely more damage ? Revenge 
seems to be the only thought in such matters—and it is a two- 
edged sword. It causes a spirit of revenge also in the executed 
individual.

A thoughtful review, in ‘ The Dial? of Mr. Herbert 
Spencer’s last book in particular and of his work in general, 
very ably discriminates in assigning to this fine thinker 
his probable place in the great Republic of Letters. The 
following is particularly well-balanced

Profoundly as we may differ from this illustrious author, we 
all owe him a debt of lasting gratitude. When the errors of his 
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system have been exposed and corrected, and when the gaps 
have all been filled in, there will remain the vast framework of 
a plan consistent as that of Aquinas and only somewhat less 
comprehensive ; and there will remain also the picture of a 
broken man toiling away for thirty-six years without surrender, 
even when almost in despair ; and there will remain the example 
of a man whose words always expressed the actual state of his 
mind with perfect transparency and accuracy because he had 
nothing to conceal. He had no reverence for sham, and many 
of his most severe attacks on the Church were deserved and will 
leave the genuine elements of religion more conspicuous for the 
destruction of masks and counterfeits. He reserved his worship, 
‘ mostly of the silent sort/ for that Power which he called the 
Unknowable, but to whom his writings have ever, implicitly or 
explicitly, ascribed the qualities of goodness and justice which 
are centred in Jesus’s ideal of the Heavenly Father.

The following tender and very practical communication 
is being passed round the globe, from paper to paper. We 
gladly do our share :—

In a little book of daily readings, ‘ Bogatzky’s Golden 
Treasury,’ I have read to-day, for the twenty-fourth year, a 
delightfully simple and helpful prayer. Long ago it was copied 
upon a card and placed in the corner of a glass upon my bureau, 
and many times I have copied it for my friends, especially for 
busy mothers, that they also might be helped by its practical 
thought. I have often intended to send it to some widely- 
circulated paper, that its sphere of usefulness might be 
broadened ; and now without further delay I send it to you, 
knowing of the desire to place before your readers all things 
that shall be helpfully stimulating :—

‘ Lord, preserve me calm in my spirit,
Gentle in my commands
And watchful that I speak not unadvisedly with my lips, 
Moderate in my purposes,
Yielding in my temper,
And at the same time steadfast in my principles. Amen.’

‘ The Musical Record ’ repeats Remenyi’s story about 
Liszt, that when he was seven years old he had already 
played, like a grown-up master, Bach’s preludes and fugues. 
One day his father, Adam Liszt, who was a good all-round 
musician, came home unexpectedly, and heard little Liszt 
playing one of Bach’s four-part fugues; but the fugue was 
written in another key than the one in which little Liszt 
was then playing. The father was appalled. He knew too 
well that his son had no intention whatever of trans­
posing the intensely polyphonic four-part fugue. He knew 
that it was being done unconsciously. He asked the boy 
why he did not play it in the right key. The little fellow 
was astonished, and asked if the fugue was not written in 
the key he was playing it in. No; it was written in E flat, 
and not in G. The musician knows well what it means to 
transpose a complicated piece to another key; but for a 
seven-year-old boy to unconsciously transpose a four-part 
fugue of Bach to a key a third below! This is only one of 
many similar cases which suggest—well, let us say Thought­
transference.

MR. CRADDOCK.

Information has reached us that a person, resident in York­
shire, has been giving currency to a report that Mr. Craddock 
has recently attempted to purchase apparatus for use in bogus 
séances. We have a personal knowledge of all the facts con­
nected with the matter referred to, and can assure our readers 
that they reflect no discredit whatever on Mr. Craddock, but 
rather the contrary. Wo propose to give full particulars next 
week.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We desire to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of several 
interesting communications, which we are reluctantly 
obliged to hold over. They will all have attention in due 
course.

Paris.—* Light ’ may be obtained from Mons. Leymarie, 12, 
Rue du Sommerard.

‘THE MORALS AND IMMORALS OF HYPNOTISM?

On Sunday, 30th ult., at St. James’s Church, Westmorland 
street, W., the Rev. H. R. Haweis delivered two sermons on 
the ‘ Morals and Im morals of Hypnotism.’

In his morning sermon, Mr. Haweis briefly sketched the 
history of Mesmerism, or Hypnotism, in its modern develop­
ments, and dealt generally with its uses and dangers. In the 
course of this sermon, he said it was unnecessary, nowadays, to 
apologise for speaking of the occult side of existence, and of 
the attempts which were being made to sound the depths of that 
mysterious being which belonged to all of us, for we were 
immortal spirits, not clay, nor dust and ashes ; and in these days 
the depths were being sounded in a number of strange ways. 
A little time ago it would have been unsafe to publicly mention 
such things as Spiritualism, Mesmerism, Hypnotism, or any 
occult and abnormal condition of life and mind ; but now the 
necessity was the other way—it was necessary to take notice of 
these things, and the pulpit ignored them at its peril. People 
were becoming anxious regarding these matters : they could not 
take up a book or a paper without finding some reference to 
them ; even in the family circle they were being discussed. 
People were hungering and thirsting to know what was the law 
of these things ; they wanted to know what relationship existed 
between the abnormal and occult events recorded in the Bible 
and the abnormal and mysterious events which were said to be 
occurring in this nineteenth century. They wanted to know 
what to think about Spiritualism, whether it had an evil 
tendency or a good tendency. People were beginning to feel, 
too, that it would be of very great use to them if they under­
stood more about these subjects. The pulpit was bound to take 
notice of these things for this reason—that they came on the 
plane of right and wrong, they bore on the moral welfare of 
mankind, and the pulpit could only be silent at its peril. 
Undoubtedly the question of Mesmerism, or Hypnotism, was 
such a question, because it was said that hypnotic action was 
brought about upon the mind which controlled the will, judg­
ment, moral responsibility, and shackled the purpose. Now if 
there was such a power which could be exercised by one person 
on another, or by some demon or angel on some person in the 
flesh, inclining the subject of the influence to do this or abstain 
from that, then it was a most momentous matter, demanding 
the most careful consideration and inquiry, and calling for 
pulpit advice, comment and direction.

Continuing, Mr. Haweis said he would speak first of the 
reality and facts of hypnotic influence or control; then he 
would ask whether it had a good side or a bad side to it, 
whether it might be put to a good purpose or a bad purpose, 
according to the will. Then he would ask what was the relation 
between the hypnotic power and righteousness, whether this 
power of one mind to work upon another could be used to 
subserve moral purposes, strengthen the weak will, and help 
men to do what was right. Then he would consider what effect 
it had upon our ideas of immortality, whether it would 
strengthen our faith in the immortality of the soul, and help 
us to believe in a spirit world.

First, then, it was a mistake to suppose that hypnotism 
merely referred to an experiment in which one person was put 
into a state of sleep by another. Hypnotism was all abroad ; 
it was unconsciously exercised by people in their waking state 
everywhere ; it was at the root of all social relationships. It 
explained why one felt attracted by some people and repelled 
by others. The hypnotic relation, therefore, did not merely 
consist in putting people to sleep.

It was ignorance and scepticism which laid people open to 
the dangers and temptations of the hypnotic influence exercised 
by one mind over another. To be forewarned in these matters 
was to be forearmed, and as they affected the moral responsi­
bility, the flexibility of the will, and gave a bias to the 
character, they needed to be brought under the moral laws of 
right and wrong. It was an encouraging sign of the times that 
scientific people wore beginning to take an interest in this 
aspect of the question. He (the preacher) had a great 
respect for scientific people, the greatest respect for 
religion, but he had the greatest condemnation for scientific 
bigotry and religious bigotry. Unfortunately, bigotry was not 
confined to the Church ; it abounded in scientific circles. Bat 
it did not belong either to religion or science. It belonged to 
human nature. Whether in the Church, or the laboratory, or at 
the Bar, unwillingness to face facts one did not like was 
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THOMAS LAKE HARRIS.

By William Oxley.

I am indebted to an unknown donor for a copy of No. V. 
of a series of pamphlets on the * Brotherhood of the New Life/ 
entitled ‘The Man, the Seer, the Adept, the Avatar ; or, T. L. 
Harris, the Inspired Messenger of the Cycle.’

The work consists chiefly of testimonials from sympathetic 
writers, friends, and votaries. To ordinary minds it will appear 
as terribly overdone, for although the personal, moral charac­
ter of Mr. Harris may be, and no doubt is, above suspicion, 
yet that should not debar thoughtful and truth-loving people 
from criticising and possibly condemning the assumptions 
contained in his published writings in regard to his position 
among his fellow mortals. That this should be questioned, and 
proof demanded, seems to excite the surprise, if not the ire, 
of his votaries and devotees. It must bo admitted that T. L. 
Harris is a psychic sensitive of a very high order, but, like too 
many of his compeers with similar gifts, he applies to his own 
personality what should be applied representatively and 
universally.

It is the old thing over again, the past brought forward, viz., 
the effort to establish the 1 speciality ’ at the expense of the 
liberty of thought and action of the mass of human beings. 
What is Harris more than any other of the great and increasing 
number of Messianic pretenders who are putting forth claims of 
a similar kind ? They one and all, without exception, ignore 
the pretensions of their competitors. This series, of which the 
above forms one number, is published by a man who hides his 
personality under a nom-de-plume, ‘Respiro/ of whom I shall 
speak presently.

In dealing with attacks (?) on Mr. Harris and the Brother­
hood, in a letter written to, and published by, the editor of the 
‘New Church Independent’ (an American Swedenborgian 
magazine), 1892, Mr. Harris writes : ‘ Front the first the obliga­
tion not to reply to any attack has been imposed upon me, and 
this must continue till events shall demonstrate the order of my 
work and life. What the world says is to me as nothing.’ (But 
to the 1 world * it may be something.) ‘ The world is dying ; I 
stand by its bed and chronicle the solemn processes of its 
advancing and impending decease.’

He is silent as to what ‘ world ’ is meant ; and thus it may 
mean anything or nothing. It surely cannot refer to the physi­
cal world or earth on which we live, and move, and have our 
being ; so that any and every one who peruses those lucubra­
tions must put his own interpretation thereon. He may refer 
to the world of human mentality, with its manifestation of the 
underlying principles that actuate its thought and life ; I can 
conceive of no other in its broadest sense and application. But 
if bo, I for one take exception and question his ipse dixit—for 
it is nothing else. That world cannot die, for if it could 
Humanity would cease to be. I, as an evolutionist, regard it 
as the outworking of Law, which is unerring and immutable, 
operated by the Great Infinite and ubiquitous Life Power who 
doeth all things well. Harris seems to be quite ignorant of the 
grand truths that can alone afford the solutions of the why and 
wherefore of so-called good and evil, and the part they sustain 
in the cosmogony of the universe, physical and psychical ; for 
without the one the other could not be, and his notion that 
evil, sin, or wickedness, or whatever term he may use, is to be 
destroyed by a crisis or catastrophe, will by better instructed 
ones be consigned to the legendary oblivion of the past.

In a statement by an old acquaintance and friend, Mr. C. 
W.Pearce (on p. 10), he says in reference to the memoirs of the 
Oliphants by their biographer, Mrs. Oliphant (the novelist): 
‘It is the simple truth, that every charge against him (Harris) 
has been evolved out of the imagination of the gifted novelist. 
Not one of them is to be found in any of the letters of the 
Oliphants quoted by her ; all, without exception, are the children 
of her prolific brain.’ It is to be hoped that this will elicit a 
reply from the authoress, as without some explanation on her 
part the statement appears incredible ; there is no reason to 
think that she palmed off as historic truth what is mere 
romance. Mr. Pearce advised action for libel against her in 
the law courts; but Mr. Harris wisely discountenanced such 
proceedings.

When we read through the testimonials it is little wonder 
that Mr. Harris, with his temperament, should regard himself 
as not like other men. For instance, one of the oldeest members 

of the central society (p. 18) states : ‘ When Mr. Harris has 
laid his hands on us and taken on our diseases, and our very 
sins—we cannot speak of him as of another man/ Ac. Again 
(p. 20), ‘ Our dear and loved father, Mr. Harris, is wonderful in 
his writings ; but to me he is more wonderful as a man. I 
cannot help thinking that there has been (with, of course, the 
exception of our Lord) none like him since first the sun rose 
and smiled on the earthly paradise of the first created man? 
Can abject flattery go further ?

The same authority says, in reference to the Oliphants and 
other seceders : ‘ Having disconnected themselves from the 
central source and fountain of their life, and having denied our 
father in his two-in-oneness, they have thus opened themselves 
to the opposite influx of the world’s proprium, unbelief, and 
darkness, so that truth appears to them as error, and error as 
truth.’ If this style of vituperation is not in accord with the 
1 way of the world,’ it is a manifestation of the same spirit that 
actuates the so-called religious sects from Rome downward. In 
speaking of the vineyards, Ac., planted by the Brotherhood, 
the question arose : ‘Would they survive the great catastrophe 
impending over the world ? ’ The reply was : ‘ That their chief 
use will be after, and not before, the great change ; for it is said 
in the “ Holy City,” par. 329, by the Divine Mother ’ (whoever 
or whatever she may be), ‘ “ that She Herself caused father to 
plant them for use, not before, but after, the change.” ' It thus 
appears that some food is to be provided for the elect when the 
impending doom—according to Harris—has fallen upon an 
unbelieving—and worse—world. Ordinary people who take the 
trouble to read all this, and much more of the same character, 
will be content to hold their souls in patience, and, accepting 
Harris’ own dictum, will wait and let ‘ events prove the truth 
or falsity of his life and work.’

I will no w deal with ‘ Respiro/ the author and compiler of 
the pamphlet, and in doing so refer to a very dark side of the 
comedy, or tragedy, as the case may be, played by the fraternity, 
or at least some of the members. On p. 11 is a footnote 
marked with ink to call my special attention. It is so pro­
nounced that I give it in extenso : —

In the * Life of Anna Kingsford/ 1896, Maitland writes : 
‘In the armoury of the Gods are many weapons, and woe to 
those who touch their anointed or do their prophets harm.’ 
In ‘Lucifer/ 1896, Annie Besant speaks of the very serious 
effects of hating or suspecting a good and highly advanced 
man ; the thought forms sent against him cannot injure him, 
and they rebound. against their projectors, shattering them 
mentally, morally, or physically.
Such is the dictum of Annie Besant ; and now for 

‘ Respiro’s/ He says :—
Verily this has been already, and may be yet again, ful*  

filled upon the enemies of the New Life. (I presume he here 
refers to Laurence Oliphant and his beautiful wife, whose 
deaths were credited to T. L. Harris by some of his votaries ; 
of course by occult means.) Every malicious attempt to 
injure T. L. Harris, or to persecute his representatives, incurs 
the terrible Nemesis of the arch-natural powers. Just after 
the first pamphlet of this series was issued a fiendish attempt 
was made by an occultist to injure me occultly, socially, and 
professionally, on account of my advocacy of the New Life. 
I invoked the aid of the arch-natural powers (who and what 
are they? are they angels oi devils ?), and was informed that 
within twelve months the guilty would be punished. After 
a series of troubles from an occult source had fallen upon the 
enemy, and even upon those who had allowed themselves to 
be drawn into the vortex, just within the predicted time the 
avenging course of the reverse current culminated, and the 
enemy was occultly crushed ; this being followed in a few 
weeks by a great disaster on the material plane. Verbuni sap.
Much stronger evidence is required than that adduced by 

the author in the above paragraph as to the powers said to be 
possessed by so-called occultists. If it be true that they 
punish their * enemies/ even to the death, it amounts to wilful 
murder, and it becomes a question whether they ought not to 
be brought to justice. In any case they are ‘ occultly ’ subject 
to condemnation for exercising such nefarious and reprehensible 
means for injuring such as dare to differ from them, and dis­
believe in their pretentious claims. If such is the outcome 
and manifestation of the 1 New Life’ in and from the ‘ Brother­
hood/ all right-minded people will give them a wide berth.

I trust, for his own sake, that ‘ Respiro ’ does not threaten 
mo with the exercise of ‘ occult ’ powers, either his own or 
those of his so-called ‘arch-natural powers/ although it seems 
to be implied in the hint contained in the last two Latin words 
of his foot-note (p. 11). If so, I use the same, applying them 
to himself ; and I conclude by reminding him of the old proverb, 
‘ A tree is known by its fruits/
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was also observed that the production of these lights was 
associated with the organs of generation. In other words, they 
imply the interaction of positive and negative elements.

The images produced by action from positive and negative 
poles differ, says Dr. Luys, both in dynamic and static elec­
tricity. In both the positive action produces a fibrated 
radiation, while the negative gives a palm-leaf-like image. 
Another difference is observed by hypnotic sensitives, says Dr. 
Luya. The radiation from the former pole is seen as red, while 
that from the negative is seen to be blue. The same distinction 
applies to the radiation from the poles of magnets, while an 
induced current appears as yellow. Similar coloured effluvia 
are seen to be radiated from human beings, of which the 
accompanying photographs constitute irrefutable demonstration, 
and in which effluvia we may assume that similar polarity also 
accompanies the same colours.
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‘FOUR GREAT RELIGIONS/*

*4 Four Great Religions.’ Four Lectures delivered on the twenty­
fifth anniversary of the Theosophical Society, at Adyar, Madras. By 
Annie Besant, Fellow of the Theosophical Society. (Madras—and 
London : Theosophical Publishing Society, 26, Charing Cross-road. 1897. 
Price 2s.)

One day the favourite disciple of Buddha asked him, ‘ How 
shall we conduct ourselves, Lord, with regard to woman-kind ?’ 
‘Don’t see them, Ananda,’ replied ‘ The Light of Asia.’ ‘ But 
if we should see them, what are we to do ? ’ ‘ Abstain from 
speech, Ananda? ‘ But if they should speak to us, Lord, what 
are we to do ? ’ ‘ Keep wide awake, Ananda,’

In her recently published book, 1 Four Great Religions,’ 
Mrs. Besant quotes this rather ungallant anecdote of her 
adopted Lord and Saviour, and makes this comment on it

Keep wide awake ; notice what you are doing, guard your 
thoughts. A long sermon as to the wisdom of guarding him­
self from being led astray would not have been half as effec­
tive as that single sentence, * Keep wide awake, Ananda?

Of course, Buddha spoke from the standpoint of all Oriental 
religions, which postulate the utter inferiority and spiritual 
uncleanness of women, a notion which, indeed, gives Ananda’s 
question and Buddha’s answer their whole point and meaning. 
In quoting this Oriental ‘ advice to a young man,’ Mrs. Besant 
of course does not intend it to bo understood as proving the 
‘ impurity ’ and inferiority of her own sex ; and if we adopt her 
larger reading of the Lord Buddha’s injunction, we must pay 
her the compliment of saying that there are very few women in 
regard to whom, when they speak, it is so necessary to ‘ keep 
wide awake ’ as Mrs. Besant herself. Had Buddha lived in these 
days, instead of saying ‘keep wide awake,’ he would have said, 
•don’t allow yourself to be hypnotised, Ananda? And Mrs. 
Besant’s elequence, her powers of logical presentation (when 
you furnish her with her data), her sweet reasonableness (if you 
grant her premises), combine to make her a most accomplished 
and dangerous hypnotist.

In the ‘Four Great Religions,’ however, the danger in 
question is minimised by the fact that, much as those Four 
Religions notoriously contradict and hate each other, they are 
presented to us by Mrs. Besant as equally true and equally 
beautiful, which, be it said in passing, does not seem to be 
quite in accordance with the dictum of logic, that two proposi­
tions which contradict each other cannot both be right, al though 
they may both be wrong. The fact is that in matters of religion 
Mrs. Besant may be said to be a kind of free-lover, and, as La 
Rochefoucault said of woman’s love, so may we say of Mrs. 
Besant’s religion —that in her first religion Mrs. Besant loved 
her own particular Creed, but in her subsequent faiths what 
she loved has been Religion itself. The religion she loves best 
is that with which, as it were, she happens to be consorting at 
the moment. Not that she is fickle or heartless, but rather that 
she has got so much above the foolish prejudice of thinking 
that any particular religion is the happy possessor of all the 
truth, that she is able to see in every religion a partial embodi­
ment of her ideal religion, and so she is able to love them all 
in turn with perfect impartiality. When one reads what she 
says about Hinduism, one concludes that she is a worshipper 
of Vishnu, and pictures her as bathing religiously in the Holy 
Ganges ; when she dilates on Buddhism, one cannot help 
thinking that she certainly must be a Buddhist, and imagines 
her burning joss-sticks before the shrine of her Lord ; when 
one listens to her glowing eulogy of Zoroastrianism, it strikes 
one forcibly that she is in reality a Zoroastrian ; and when one

comes to her exposition of Christianity, one is inclined to 
exclaim, ‘ Bless me ! if she is not a Christian after all ! ’

There can be no doubt that Mrs. Besant in these four essays 
to a large extent succeeds in her endeavour to prove that the 
great religions sho so eloquently interprets are all exponents of 
the same ideas, of the same conceptions of the universe and of 
life ; whereas they are mistaken by the careless observer for the 
embodiments of so many different theories of God and the 
Cosmos. But this is not a conception peculiar to Mrs. Besant 
or to Theosophy ; it is put forward *by  some Spiritualists, 
and by Agnostics who see in all religions a central theme, of 
which those religions are merely so many variations. The 
peculiarity about Mrs. Besant’s version of this proposition is 
that it is not drawn from data derived from historical ex­
perience, nor is it worked out by logical inference, but it is 
founded on authority—on the authority of her anonymous 
‘ Masters ’ (for, after all, Koot-Hoomi and Morya are known to 
be only pseudonyms). In a ‘ Foreword ’ Mrs. Besant explains 
her position thus :—

The general principles underlying these lectures are the 
following : Each religion is looked at in the light of occult 
knowledge, both as regards its history and its teachings. 
. . . Secondly, each religion is treated as coming from the 
one great Brotherhood, which is the steward and custodian of 
spiritual knowledge. . . . Thirdly, an attempt is made 
to distinguish the essential from the non-essential in each 
religion, and to treat chiefly the former.

Of course, all the absurdities and horrors of religions are 
‘ non-essential,’ and, therefore, are ignored—the grotesque and 
incomprehensible dogmas, the human sacrifices, the pious 
persecutions and cruel slaughter of millions of men, women 
and children. Were these integral features of what is historic­
ally known as ‘a religion ’ to be taken into consideration they 
would have to be accounted for by some Theosophical ‘ Mara,’ 
—some evil spirit who successfully opposes the good spirit— 
otherwise it is hard to see how the ‘ Masters of Wisdom ’ who 
are credited with all the good there is in religions can be held 
innocent of their absurdities and horrors. Of course, there is 
‘ the Black Magician ’ ready at hand to be called in on an 
emergency, but Theosophists seem to have become rather chary 
of employing the services of that Diabolus ex Machina, for he 
brings a whole host of awkward questions in his train.

We are told by Mrs. Besant that ‘ Occultists have two kinds 
of records on which to rely,’ and it may help our readers to 
form their own estimate of the value of theosophical teachings 
about the origin of religions if we quote Mrs. Besant in that 
important matter : —

First, the great Brotherhood has preserved the ancient 
writings—the writings themselves, taken away at the time 
when they were written ; these writings are stored in under­
ground temples, underground libraries, where no enemy can 
find them and where no injury can touch them. There, 
millennium after millennium, the knowledge of the world is 
gathered in its written form, and there are people to-day, 
men and women to-day, who have been permitted to set eyes 
on many of these ancient writings—writings the very know­
ledge of which has passed from the world of profane history, 
writings in the ancient sacerdotal language, different from 
anything which the most ancient of the races now knows. 
That is not the only record on which the occultist depends ; 
he depends also on those imperishable records written, as we 
sometimes say, in the Akasha itself.
Theosophists seem to be in a stage of mental growth which 

Spiritualists have by this time nearly outgrown—the stage of 
innocence, when the mere ipse dixit of a mysterious being is 
sufficient to command belief. Thirty years ago there were 
numbers of Spiritualists who firmly believed that Shakespeare, 
St. Paul, and other old-world worthies came personally and 
dictated long-winded commonplaces to them, and when you 
asked these good people how they knew that it was really 
Shakespeare or St. Paul that was communicating with them, 
they answered triumphantly, ‘ Why, it must be true, for they 
told me so themselves!’ When you ask a Theosophist how 
he knows that the personages who, according to him, are 
shepherding the Theosophical Society, are really the Masters of 
Wisdom, and the eminently • blessed Beings ’ he pictures them, 
his reply amounts to nothing in the world more than, ‘ Why, 
they must be so, for they say so themselves I ’

But while, in reducing all religions to a common denomina­
tor, Theosophists range themselves side by side with Free­
thinkers of the Agnostic kind, there is an all-important 
difference between them, namely, that Theosophists believe it 
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